Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


i 


9 


lMmM.M. 


£WGiAI££RjNG  LIBRARY 

C.3 


TinOSHENKO  COLLECTIQW 
IN  HOUSE  USE  ONLY 


HENRY  FROWDE,  M.A. 


I,  EDINRUKGH,  AND  NEW  VOKK 


Clartnbon  fjress  SUttxtB 


TREATISE   ON  STATICS 


WITH 


APPLICATIONS    TO    PHYSICS 


BY 


GEORGE  M.  MINCHIN,  M.A. 

PROPB880R  OF  /fPLIBD  MATHEMATICS 
IV  TUB  BOTAL  IBDIAX  EVOI5BBBINe  COLLEOB,  COOPER'S  HILL 


VOL.   II 


POUBTH   EDITION 
CORRECTED    AND   ENLARGED 


Oxford 

AT    THE    CLARENDON    PRESS 

M.DCCC.LXXXIX 
[All  riyhU  revfrveil  ] 


PREFACE 

TO  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 

The  subject-matter  of  this  second  volume  differing  very 
greatly  from  that  of  the  first,  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the 
manner  in  which  I  have  treated  it  seem  to  be  necessary. 

The  reader  will  observe  that  in  the  Chapter  dealing  with 
Virtual  Work,  I  have  ventui'ed  to  reject  the  term  *  Generalised 
Component  of  Force,'  and  to  replace  it  by  the  term  *  Work 
Coefficient,'  the  former  term  being,  to  my  mind,  open  to  the 
objection  of  conveying  an  erroneous  idea  with  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  thing  defined. 

In  the  Chapter  on  Attractions  the  great  object  which  I 
have  constantly  kept  in  view  has  been  the  fixing  of  a  definite- 
ness  of  idea  in  the  mind  of  the  student  with  regard  to  the 
various  physical  magnitudes  which  are  represented  by 
symbols  in  our  equations.  To  this  end,  I  have  explicitly 
adopted  the  C.  G.  S.  system,  and  I  have  introduced  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  numerical  illustrations  in  which  Forces  and 
Potentials  are  definitely  presented  as  so  many  Dynes  and 
so  many  Ergs  per  gramme.  The  C.  G.  S.  system  stands 
pre-eminent  for  its  extreme  simplicity;  and  when  once  the 
student  of  Mathematical  Physics  learns  how  to  make  a  real 
working  use  of  its  units — to  recognise,  without  mental  effort 
and  as  a  mere  matter  of  course,  that  his  symbol,  p,  for 
volume-density  always  means  so  many  grammes  per  cubic 
centimetre ;  that  his  sjrmbol,  X,  for  force-intensity  means  so 
many  dynes  per  gramme ;  and  so  on  —  he  will  never 
experience  any  difficulty  in  altering  the  values  of  funda- 
mental numerical  constants  to  suit  the  units  of  mass,  time, 
and  length  which  are  adopted  in  any  other  system.  In  the 
calculation  of  Attractions — and  especially  in  the  domains  of 
Electricity  and  Magnetism — the  ever  present  notion  of  a 
concrete  reality  corresponding  to  every  algebraic  symbol  is  of 
immense  importance.  Indeed,  without  this  definiteness  of 
idea,  no  knowledge  of  the  slightest  value  can  exist. 

The  result  of  perpetually  fixing  the  mind  on  mere  sjrmbols 
and  repelling  the  natural  realities  for  which  they  stand  is  to 
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produce  in  the  mind  a  crystallisation  of  ignorance ;  and  it  is 
to  prevent  this  that  I  have  so  persistently  kept  before  the 
student  the  gramme,  the  dyne,  the  erg,  &c. 

Hence  in  this  Chapter  Poisson's  equation  always  appears 
in  the  form  V^r=  — 47ryp,  in  which  y  is  the  C.G.S.  constant 

of  gravitation — viz.    about  ^      . — and  a   familiarity 

with  its  value  gives  the  student  a  useful  idea  with  regard  to 
the  nature  of  gravitation. 

In  this  Chapter  I  have  also  ventured  to  introduce  the 
term  ^Laplacian'  with  reference  to  those  remarkable  coeffi- 
cients which  occur  in  the  development  of  the  reciprocal  of  the 
distance  between  two  points.  The  general  term  *  Spherical 
Harmonic '  is,  of  course,  retained ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
name  of  Laplace  ought  to  be  explicitly  connected  with  the 
branch  of  Mathematical  Physics  which  he  did  so  much  to 
develop,  and  which  has  now  become  of  such  great  import- 
ance. The  pure  mathematicians  having  their  'Jacobians,' 
*  Hessians,'  *Cayleyans,'  &c.,  the  term  ^Laplacian'  is  surely 
justified. 

GEORGE  M.  MINCHIN. 

B.  I.  £.  CoLLiGE,  Cooper's  Hill, 
February,  i8S6. 


A  new  edition  of  the  Second  Volume  was  called  for  in  the 
summer  of  1888.  It  is  to  a  very  great  extent  a  reprint  of  the 
previous  edition;  but  it  treats  much  more  fully  of  Conical 
Angles,  contains  new  Articles  on  Line-  and  Surface-Integrals 
and  Magnetic  Shells;  and,  finally,  an  improvement  in  the 
method  of  treating  some  questions  of  Strain  and  Stress,  for 
which  I  am  indebted  to  Professor  Williamson,  F.T.C.D.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  know  that  the  introduction  of  the  gravitation 
constant  has  met  with  high  approval,  and  has  found  explicit 
recognition  in  some  recent  papers  by  able  writers. 

G.  M.  M. 

Cooper's  Hill,  October,  1888. 
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IN  VOL.  I.  (3rd  Ed.) 

P.  30,  line  6,  for  m  rtad  n. 

P.  59,  ex.  19,  for  Q  tan  a  read  Q,  cot  o. 

P.  67,  line  18, /or  (-X)  read  («-X). 

P.  91,  line  6,  for  74  read  75. 

In  the  example  in  p.  115  the  value  of  Q  should  be  376  kilogramme-decimHres. 
Alter  the  result  accordingly. 

P.  130,  line  12, /or  /SSY  read  filX. 

P.  135,  line  I  a,  for  /S,  read  /S,, 

P.  160,  line  I  a,  for  matter  read  manner. 

P.  170,  line  20,  for  «— «  read  «— «'. 

IN  VOL.   II. 

a^^a"*            c»~a'^ 
P.  299,  line  9, /or  — =-—  rea<f  — • 

The  following  corrections  in  Vol.  II.  were  kindly  communicated  by  Professor 
Hoover,  Ohio  University,  after  the  sheets  had  gone  to  press : 

P.  a7i,  in  Ex.  12,  omit  the  term  I  within  the  brackets  {  }. 

P.  281,  line  19,  for  sin  0  read  cos  0. 

P.  298,  line  3,  for  sec  P'PO  read  sec  P'QO. 

P.   299,  line  25,  for  C  read  (7. 

P.  326,  eq.  (9),  for  dfi  read  fidfi. 

P.  357»  «!•  (/3)#  for  dfi  read  d^', 

P.  366,  line  1^1  for  —yi  read  tj- 

P.  370,  lines  3  and  5, /or  F©  read  oF©. 
P.  374i  line  18,  interchange  K  and  E. 
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Article  198.]  Resultant  of  any  Number  of  Forces 
applied  to  a  Material  Particle.  Let  a  foice  P,  represented 
in  magnitude  and  direction  by  OCX  (Fig.  228),  act  on  a  particle 
at  0 ;  let  Oxy  Oyy  and  Oz,  be  any  three 
rectangular  axes  drawn  throagh  0;  and 
let  the  angles,  COa?,  COy,  and  (70^, 
which  the  direction  of  P  makes  with 
the  axes  of  reference  be  denoted  by  a,  /3, 
and  y,  respectively.  Prom  (/  let  fall 
perpendiculars,  (/Fy  C/Hy  CfDy  on  the 
planes,  yZy  zXy  and  xy,  respectively,  and 
let  the  parallelopiped  be  completed  as  in 
the  figure.  Then  the  force  OO  may 
be  replaced  by  the  forces  OD  and  OCy  by  the  parallelogram  of 
forces;  and  OD  can  again  be  replaced  by  OA  and  OB.  Hence 
the  force  P  is  equivalent  to  the  three  forces 

P  cos  a  along  Oxy 

Pcoafi     „      Oyy 

and  P  cos  y     „      Oz. 

The  converse  proposition  is  also  evidently  true — namely,  that 
any  three  forces,  OAy  OBy  OC,  along  Oxy  Oy,  Oz  (whether  these 
are  mutually  rectangular  directions  or  not),  give  a  resultant 
represented  in  magnitude  and  direction  by  the  diagonal,  OO^y  of 
the  parallelopiped  determined  by  the  forces. 

K  several  forces,  P|,  P^, ...  P|»,  act  at  0  and  make  angles 
(«i»  Pi*  yi)»  (02*  A,  ya),  ...{a^,  p^y  y,)  with  the  axes,  let  each 
of  them  be  replaced  \j  its  three  components  along  Oxy  Oy  Oz  ; 
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and  if  SX,  SF,  2Z  denote  the  sums  of  the  components  along 
the  axes,  we  shall  have 

2X=  PiCOsai  +  P2C08a2  +  ...  +  P»cosa„   \ 

2r=PiCOS/3i  +  P2^^/^2+--+-P«cos^^,   [  (1) 

2^=  PiCOByi  +  P2COsy2+---+^«cosy»,   f 

and  the  whole  STstem  of  forces  will  be  replaced  bj  the  three 
forces,  SX,  2  F,  and  2Z  along  the  axes  of  ^,  ^,  and  ;?.  But 
the  resultant  of  three  forces  in  these  directions  is  the  diagonal 
of  the  parallelopiped  determined  by  them.  Hence,  R  being  the 
magnitude  of  this  resultant, 

R  =  ^/{2Xf  +  {lTf+{lZ)^  (2) 

and  if  0,  ^,  ^,  be  the  direction-angles  of  jR, 

2X  2r  2-^  ,  . 

C08tf  =  -^*       COS0  =  -^*       006^^  =  — ^«  (3) 

199.]  Graphic  Representations  of  the  Resultant.  Since 
the  resultant  of  any  two  forces,  OA  and  OB,  acting  at  0  is 
obtained  by  drawing  from  A  a  line,  Ab,  parallel  and  equal  to 
OB,  and  joining  0  to  i,  it  follows  that  if  a  particle  is  acted  on 
by  n  forces,  OA^,  OA^^  OA^,  ...  OA^,  the  resultant  is  obtained  in 
magnitude  and  direction  by  drawing  A^  a^  parallel  and  equal  to 
0^2)  ^2  H  p&nillel  and  equal  to  OA^^ ...  a^^^  ^%  pai^el  and  equal 
to  OA^,  and  joining  0  to  a»;  or,  in  other  words^  the  side  Oa^ 
which  closes  the  polygon  OA^a^a^  •••  ^n  represents  the  resultant 
in  magnitude  and  direction.  When  the  sides  of  the  polygon 
are  not  all  coplanar,  the  figure  is  called  a  gauche  polygon.  Thus 
the  second  graphic  representation  of  the  resultant  of  a  system  of 
coplanar  forces,  which  has  been  given  in  p.  19,  vol.  i,  is  equally 
applicable  to  non-coplanar  forces.  Hence,  of  course,  it  follows 
that  a  particle  acted  on  by  any  set  of  forces  which  are  parallel 
and  proportional  to  the  sides  of  a  gauche  polygon  taken  in  order 
is  at  rest. 

Again,  since  by  the  parallelogram  of  forces,  the  resultant  of 
OA^  and  OA^  is  2 .  0^^ ,  where  g^  is  the  middle  point  of  A^  A^ ; 
and  since  the  resultant  of  2  Og^  and  OA^  is  3  Og^,  where  g^  is 
determined  exactly  as  in  Art.  23^  it  follows  that  Leibnitz's  graphic 
representation  of  the  resultant  is  applicable  to  non-coplanar  forces. 

This  result  follows  also  analytically;  for  if  (a?^,  yj,  z^, 
{^ti9%'>  ^2)9  •••  (^ttf  if%y  ^n)  ^  ^^  co-ordinates  of  the  extremities 
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A^^  A^^  ...A^oi  the  forces  acting  on  the  particle,  it  is  clear  that 

2r  =  yi+jf2+ ... +y,  =  2y  =  «.y, 

where  x^  p,  z  are  the  co-ordinates  of  (?,  the  centre  of  mass  of 
equal  masses  placed  at  the  extremities  of  the  forces.  Hence  by 
equations  (1)  of  Art.  198, 

and  costf  =  -^,      co9i^  =  -^,      cost^  =  -^, 

which  show  that  the  resultant  is  represented  in  magnitude  and 
direction  by  n .  OG. 

200.]  Transformation  of  Couples.  To  what  has  been  given 
in  Chapter  V  on  the  transformation  of  couples  it  is  necessary 
to  add  a  few  propositions  relating  to  couples  in  different  planes. 

(a)  A  couple  acting  on  a  rigid  body  may  be  transferred  to  any 
plane  parallel  to  its  own. 

Let  AB  (Pig.  229)  be  the  arm  of  a  couple  (P,  P)  and  let  A' B^ 
be  any  line  parallel  and  equal  to  AB,    At  A'  introduce  two  equal 
and   opposite   forces,   P  and  P', 
parallel  to  AP^  and  at  B  introduce  ^ ' ' 

the  same  forces.    The  introduction 


A 


B 


'  B 


of  these  forces  will  not  disturb  the      P  ^ 

state   of  the  body.      Draw   Aff      jLi:! :v 

and  A' By  which  will  bisect  each  I 

other  at   0.     Then   the  force  P  _ 

at  A  and  the  force  P'  tkt  B^  will 

give  a  resultant  equal  to  2P  at  0\  and  P  at  £  and  P'  at  A' 
will  give  a  resultant  equal  and  opposite  to  this  at  the  same  point. 
Hence  there  remain  the  forces  P  at  A'  and  P  at  JS';  that  is,  the 
couple  {Pj  P)  with  arm  AB  has  been  moved  to  any  plane  parallel 
to  its  own. 

From  Chapter  V  it  is  now  clear  that  the  only  essential 
properties  of  a  couple  are  (l)  the  constancy  of  its  moment  and 
(2)  the  direction  of  its  plane ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  conHanc]/ 
of  the  magnitude  and  direction  ofite  axis;  the  actual  position  of 
the  axis  in  space  is  of  no  consequence,  but  only  its  direction ;  two 
couples  whose  axes  are  of  equal  length  and  in  the  same  direction 
are  absolutely  identical. 

B  2 
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Hence  the  axis  of  a  couple  is  what  is  called  a  vector^  or  directed 
line  of  constant  magnitude — ^bnt  not  localised — and  we  shall 
always,  as  in  the  representation  of  forces,  suppose  the  axis  to  be 
marked  by  an  arrow-head. 

{$)  Convention  toith  regard  to  the  sense  of  the  axis  of  a  couple. 
The  following  convention  for  representing  the  magnitude  and 
sense  of  the  moment  of  a  couple  by  means  of  an  axis  is  adopted 
by  common  consent  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  us  to  compound 
and  resolve  couples  in  any  planes: — Hold  a  watch  with  its 
plane  parallel  to  the  plane  of  the  couple.  Then,  according 
as  the  motion  of  the  hands  is  contrary  to,  or  along  with^  the 
sense  in  which  the  couple  tends  to  produce  rotation,  draw  the 
axis  of  the  couple  through  the  face  or  through  the  back  of  the 
watch. 

(y)  Two  couples  result  in  a  single  couple  whose  axis  is  found 
from  the  axes  of  the  component  couples  by  the  parallelogram 
law. 

Let  the  planes  of  the  couples  intersect  in  the  line  AB  (Fig.  230) 
and  the  arm  of  each  be  made  AB,  by  moving  each  couple  in  its 

own  plane,  and  then  suitably 
altering  the  forces  of  each 
couple  (Art.  79,  Chap.  V). 
Let  Py  P  he  forces  of  one 
couple,  and  Q,  Q  those  of  the 
other.  At  B  draw  *  Bp  per- 
pendicular to  the  plane  PABP 
and  proportional  to  the  mo- 
p^  ^  ment  of  the  couple  (P,P).  We 

may  evidently  take  Bp  =  P, 
since  the  couples  have  a  common  arm.  Draw  Bq  perpendicular 
to  the  plane  QABQ  and  equal  to  Q. 

Now  evidently  the  forces  P  and  Q  at  B  compound  a  resultant, 
22,  equal  and  parallel  to  the  resultant  of  P  and  Q  at  A.  Hence 
the  two  couples  compound  a  single  couple. 

Again,  draw  Br  perpendicular  to  the  plane  RABR  and  equal 
to  B.  Bpy  Bq,  and  Br  are  then  the  axes  of  the  couples  (P,  P), 
{Qi  Q)t  and  (i2,  R).     But  it  is  manifest  that  the  figure  Bprq  is 

*  AooordiDg  to  the  convention  {fi)  the  couples  in  this  figure  are  both  negative, 
and  the  axes  Bp  and  Bq  should  be  drawn  downwards.  This  inaccuracy  in  the 
figure  was  detected  too  late  for  correction. 
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merely  the  figure  BPRQ  tamed  round  in  its  own  plane  through 
a  right  angle.  Hence  Br  is  the  diagonal  of  the  parallelogram 
determined  by  the  axes  of  the  component  couples. 

Conversely,  any  couple  may  be  resolved  into  two  couples  whose 
axes  are  determined  from  the  axis  of  the  given  couple  by  the 
parallelogram  law;  and,  as  in  the  ease  of  forces  acting  at  a 
point,  any  couple  may  be  resolved  into  three  couples  whose  axes 
are  determined  from  the  axis  of  the  given  couple  by  the  parallele- 
piped law.     All  this  follows  as  in  Art.  198. 

It  is  well  to  remark  that  the  axis  of  a  couple  represents  the 
moment  of  the  forces  of  the  couple  round  any  line  in  space  parallel 
to  the  axis. 

{h)  To  find  the  resultant  of  any  number  of  couples  acting  in 
any  planes  on  a  rigid  body. 

Let  the  axes  of  the  couples  be  all  drawn,  each  in  its  proper 
sense  according  to  the  rule  (j3),  at  the  same  point,  0  (Fig.  228), 
and  let  each  axis  be  resolved  into  three  components  along 
rectangular  axes  Ox^  Oy^  Oz^  drawn  through  0.  Let  L  =  the 
sum  of  the  axes  in  the  direction  Ox ;  then  L  is  the  axis  of  the 
component  of  the  resultant  couple  in  the  plane  ^i^.  Let  Jf  and 
H  be  the  sums  of  the  axes  in  the  directions  Oy  and  Oz^  re- 
spectively.    Then,  if  G  is  the  resultant  axis, 


(?=  ^i2^Jf2+JV2,  (1) 

and  if  A,  /A,  v  are  the  direction  angles  of  &, 

COSA  =  -r^>      C0Sfl  =  y7>      COSV  =  -^>  (2) 

equations  which  are  exactly  analogous  to  (2)  and  (3)  of  Art.  198. 

The  axes  cf  couples  are^  therefore^  compounded  and  resolved  in 
the  same  manner  as  forces.  There  is  this  difference  between 
forces  and  couples,  that,  while  any  number  of  couples  in  any 
planes  whatever  always  result  in  a  single  couple,  any  number  of 
forces  cannot,  in  general,  be  replaced  by  a  single  force,  and  this 
difference  results  from  the  vectorial  nature  of  the  axis  of  a 
couple. 

(e)  A  force  and  a  couple  acting  on  a  rigid  body  cannot 
produce  equilibrium. 

For,  let  the  couple  be  so  transferred  that  one  of  its  forces,  P, 
acts  at  a  point  on  the  line  of  action  of  the  force,  B.    Then  R 
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and  P  at  this  point  compound  a  single  force  which,  in  general, 
does  not  intersect  the  other  force  of  the  couple.    Therefore,  &c. 

A  force  and  a  couple  acting  in  the  same  plane  are,  of  course, 
equivalent  to  a  single  force. 

201.]  Virtual  Work  of  a  Couple.  Let  a  couple  act  on  a 
rigid  body  which  receives,  or  is  imagined  to  receive,  any  small 
displacement  whatever.  It  is  required  to  find  the  work  done 
by  the  couple  in  the  displacement. 

It  will  be  shown  subsequently  that  any  displacement  of  the 
body  may  be  produced  by  a  motion  of  translation  which  is 
the  same  for  all  its  points,  accompanied  by  a  motion  of  rotation 
round  an  axis  through  an  angle  which  is  the  same  for  all  its 
points. 

Now  since  the  forces  of  the  couple  are  equal  and  in  opposite 
senses,  it  is  obvious  that  the  sum  of  their  works  in  any  motion 
of  translation  is  zero. 

Again,  resolve  the  motion  of  rotation  into  one  round  an  axis 
perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the  given  couple,  and  one  round 
an  axis  in  the  plane  of  the  couple.  It  is  obvious  that  the  latter 
displacement  will  not  be  productive  of  work  done  by  the  couple, 
since  the  forces  constituting  it  may  be  supposed  to  act  at  the 
points  in  which  they  intersect  the  axis  of  this  component 
rotation. 

There  remains  only  the  rotation  round  an  axis  perpendicular 
to  the  plane  of  the  couple.  Suppose  0  (Fig.  88,  Art.  79)  to 
be  the  point  in  which  this  axis  intersects  the  plane  of  the 
couple,  and  let  5  d  be  the  angular  rotation  round  the  axis, 
measured  in  the  sefise  of  the  rotation  of  the  couple.  Then  the 
displacements  of  m  and  n  are  Om  x  dd  and  0» x  5 d,  respectively, 
so  that  the  work  done  by  the  forces  is  P  (0»i .  6 ^  +  0;i .  6  ^),  i.  e., 

F.h.ie,  or  O.hQ, 

where  (?  (  =  P.  A)  =  the  moment  of  the  couple. 

202.]  Theorem.  A  force  acting  on  a  rigid  body  in  a  given  right 
fine  can  altoays  be  replaced  by  an  equal  force  acting  at  any  chosen 
point  together  with  a  couple. 

Let  a  force  P  (Fig.  231)  act  at  a  point  -4,  and  let  0  be  the 
chosen  point.  At  0  introduce  two  forces,  P  and  P',  opposite 
to  each  other  and  each  equal  and  parallel  to  P.  Then  P  at 
A  and  P'  at  0  may  be  taken  to  constitute  a  couple  whose 
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Fig.  231. 


moment  is  Pp^  p  being  the  perpendicular  from  0  on  the  line 
of  action  of  P  at  A.  There  remains,  then,  the  force  P  at  0 ; 
and  this  force  together  with  the  couple 
maj  replace  P  at  A. 

Let  the  axis  of  this  couple  be  drawn 
at  0 ;  let  x^  j/^  z  he  the  co-ordinates  of 
A  with  respect  to  a  rectangular  system 
of  axes  drawn  through  0  ;  and  let  a,  ^9,  y 
be  the  angles  which  the  direction  of  jP 
makes  with  the  axes  o{x,y,  Zj  respectively. 

The  direction-cosines  otOA  are  -»  ->  -»  where  OA  =  r,  and 

r     r    r  ' 

it  is  easy  to  prove  that  the  direction-cosines  of  the  axis  of  the 

couple  (which  is  at  once  at  right  angles  to  OA  and  to  P)  are 

ycosy—zcosfi      z  cos  a-so  cob  y       xco&B^yoosa 

p      '        J      '        / — • 

Hence,  the  axis  of  the  couple  being  equal  to  Pp,  the  projections 
of  the  axis  on  the  axes  of  x,  y,  and  z  are 

-P  (y  cos y  —  2:  cos /3),  P(^ cos  a— a?  cosy),   P  (a?cos^— ycosa)  ; 
but  it  is  clear  from  (y).  Art.  200,  that  these  are  the  axes  of  the 
component  couples  in  the  planes  yz,  zx,  and  ay,  into  which  the 
couple  Pp  can  be  resolved.     Putting  P  cos  o  =  JT,  Pcos  P  =  Y, 
P  cos  y  =  Z,  we  see  that  the  three  couples  are 

Zy-^Yz,  Xz^Zx,    Yx^Xy.  (l) 

The  force  P  at  0  may  also  be  replaced  by  its  three  components, 

X  r,  Z.  (2) 

There  is  another  way  in  which  the 
reduction  is  sometimeB  effected. 

Let  P  at  il  be  resolved  into  its  three 
components,  JT,  Y,  Z,  let  the  line  of 
Z  meet  the  plane  {on/)  in  iV,  and  let 
^  at  il  be  transferred  to  y.  Let  fall 
Nn  perpendicular  to  Ox\  at  n  introduce 
two  opposite  forces  Z^^  and  Z''\  each 
equal  and  parallel  to  Z;  and  at  0  in- 
troduce two  opposite  forces,  Z  and  Z', 
each  equal  and  parallel  to  Z.     Now  the  f^g.  aja. 

senses  of  positive  rotation  in  the  planes 

ary,  yz,  zx  being  those  indicated  by  the  arrows,  the  forces  Z  aft  N 
and  Z^^  at  n  form  a  couple  wboee  moment  is 

Zy  parallel  to  plane  yz ; 
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and  the  forces  Z^  9X  0  and  Z''  at  n  form  a  couple  whose  moment  is 

'-Zx  parallel  to  the  plane  zx\ 

and  in  addition  to  these  there  is  the  force  Z  at  O, 

Similarly,  the  force  X  ^i  A  can  he  replaced  hj  X  at  O  together  with 
two  couples,  Xz  and  ^Xy^  parallel  to  the  planes  zx  and  xy^  respect- 
ively; and  the  force  Y  9.i  A  can  be  replaced  hj  Y  2X  O  together 
with  the  couples  Yx  and  —  Yz  parallel  to  the  planes  xy  and  yz. 

Hence  P  at  il  is  replaced  by  the  forces  X,  F,  ^  at  0  and  the 
couples  Zy—Yz,  Xz—Zx,  and  Yx^Xy,  parallel  to  the  planes  yz, 
zx,  and  xy,  respectively. 

203.]  Parallel  Forces.  Suppose  a  rigid  body  to  be  acted  on 
by  any  number  of  parallel  forces  applied  at  given  points  in  the 
body.  Take  any  origin,  0,  of  co-ordinates,  and  through  it  draw 
three  rectangular  axes,  that  of  z  being*  parallel  to  the  common 
direction  of  the  forces.  Then  the  force  P^,  acting  at  (a?i,  y^,  z^ 
may  be  replaced,  as  in  last  Art.,  by 

Pj  at  0  along  Oz, 
and  the  coupleft  P^y^  and  —  Pja?! 

parallel  to  the  planes  yz  and  zx. 

Replacing  each  force  in  this  manner,  the  whole  system  will  be 
equivalent  to  a  force 

A  +  Pg+.-.  +  P^,  or  2PatO, 
together  with  the  couple 

parallel  to  the  plane  yz,  and  the  couple 

— -Pi^i-A^2-  —  -^«^«»  or    -2Pa?, 
parallel  to  the  plane  zw. 

These  two  couples  compound  a  single 
couple  whose  axis  is  found  by  drawing 
I  OL  =  2Pjf,  on  any  scale,  and  OM  (in 

I  the   negative    sense    of   the  axis  of 

y)  =  2P;p,  on    the   same    scale,    and 

completing  the  parallelogram  OLGM 

X^"  ^     (Fig.  Q.z^.    If  00,  the  diagonal,  is 

^~7^  denoted  by  0, 

«  (?  =  V'(2P^)2  +  (2P^2 

^•^33.  and  R^-LP, 

R  being  the  resultant  force. 
204.]  Centre  of  ParaUel  Forces.     Since  the  resultant  of  two 
parallel  forces,  Pj  and  P„  acting  at  the  points  A^  and  A^  divides 
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A  a       P 
the  line  ^1^2  ^^  ^  point  ^  such  that  -^  =  -^  >  and  since,  hy 

elementary  geometry  (see  Art.  84),  the  distance  of  ff  from  any 

P  X  +P  X 
plane  =  -^ — p^-^  >  where  x^  and  x^  are  the  distances  of  A^ 

and  A^  from  this  plane,  it  follows,  by  repeating  this  constmction, 
that  the  distances,  x^  y,  z,  of  the  centre  of  parallel  forces  from  the 
planes  yz^  zx,  and  xy  are  given  by  the  equations 

„      2Pa?      .      2Pv  2P^ 

2P      y       2P  2P 

205.]  Conditions  of  Equilibrium  of  a  System  of  Parallel 
Forces.  A  system  of  parallel  forces  has  been  reduced  (Art.  203) 
to  a  single  force,  R,  and  a  single  couple,  G.  Now  since  these 
cannot  in  combination  produce  equilibrium  (€,  Art.  200),  we  must 
have  R=  0,  and  (7=0,  separately. 

Since  G  cannot  be  =  0  unless  2Px  =  0  and  2Py  =  0,  the  con- 
ditions of  equilibrium  are 

i?  =  0,  (1) 

2Pa?  =  0,  2Py  =  0.  (2) 

Dep.  The  moment  of  a  force  with  respect  to  a  plane  to 
which  it  is  parallel  is  the  product  of  the  force  and  its  perpen- 
dicular distance  from  the  plane. 

Hence  for  the  equilibrium  of  parallel  forces — TAe  sum  of  the 
forces  must  vanish^  and  the  sum  of  their  moments  unth  respect  to 
every  plane  parallel  to  them  must  also  vanish. 


Examples. 

1*  A  heavy  triangular  table,  ABC,  is  supported  horizontally  on 
three  vertical  props  at  the  vertices ;  prove  that  the  pressures  on  the 
props  are  equal. 

Let  Py  Qf  B  he  the  pressures  ai  A,  B,  C,  and  let  a  vertical  plane 
through  A  and  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  table  cut  the  side  BC  in  a, 
its  middle  point.  For  equilibrium  the  sum  of  the  moments  of  the 
forces  P,  Q,  R,  and  W  (the  weight  of  the  table)  with  respect  to  this 
plane  must  =  0.  But  the  moments  of  P  and  W  are  each  =  0,  since 
these  forces  lie  in  the  plane.  Hence  the  moments  of  Q  and  R  are 
equal  and  opposite.  Now  the  distance  of  Q  from  the  plane  =Ba. 
sin  AaB,  and  the  distance  of  B  =  Ca. sin  AaC;  and  since  Ba  =  Ca, 
these  distances  are  equal.  Therefore  Q=z  E;  and  similarly  it  can  be 
6ho?m  that  R  ^  P;  therefore,  &c. 
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2.  A  heavy  triangular  plate  hangs  in  a  horizontal  plane  by  means 
of  three  vertical  strings  attached  to  its  vertices ;  at  what  point  in  its 
area  must  a  given  weight  be  placed  so  that  the  system  of  strings  may 
be  least  likely  to  break  ? 

An$.  At  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  board.     For  if  IF  =  the 
weight  of  the  board  and  F  the  sustained  weight,  we  have 

or  the  sum  of  the  tensions  is  constant,  wherever  P  is  placed.  Hence 
if  any  one  is  less  than  ^  (TT+P),  some  other  must  be  greater  than 
this  value.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  best  arrangement  makes 
each  tension  =  ^  (TT+P);  but  this  happens  (as  proved  in  last 
example)  when  P  is  placed  at  the  centre  of  gravity. 

3.  A  heavy  elliptic  cylinder  is  sustained  in  a  vertical  position  by 
three  props  applied  at  three  points  on  the  circumference  of  itfl  base  ; 
how  should  the  props  l)e  placed  in  order  that  the  cylinder  may  be 
least  likely  to  be  upset  1 

Let  the  base  of  the  cylinder  have  any  form,  ABC {F\g,  234),  and  let 
6  be  the  projection  of  its  centre  of  gravity  on  the  plane  of  the  base. 

Then,  if  the  props  are  applied  at  A,  B,  and  C, 

Q  the  perpendiculars  from  G  on  the  sides  of  the 

^       \^      triangle  ABC  must  be  all  equal  when  the 

/^//     \         ^     equilibrium  is  most  stable.   For,  suppose  that 

f   /  /   .Q  \       j     the  cylinder  is  about  to  be  upset  round  the 

W'  /  _\<:        ^^°®  AB\  then  the  moment  of  the  force  re- 

I^  X^IIII^^^^^^:::^^        quired  to  upset  it  is  fT.jp,  where  W  is  the 

A  weight  of  the  cylinder  andjp  the  perpendicular 

Tag,  334.  from  G  on  AB,     Again,  suppose  that  the 

cylinder  is  about  to  be  upset  about  AC  \ 
then  the  moment  of  the  force  required  to  upset  it  is  fT.  ^,  where 
q  is  the  perpendicular  from  G  on  AC.  Hence  if  jp  and  g  are  unequal, 
advantage  will  be  gained  by  increasing  the  smaller  of  them,  even 
though  the  greater  must  be  consequently  diminished ;  and  it  follows 
that  the  maximum  advantage  is  gained  when  'p  and  g  are  equal. 
In  the  same  way  it  can  be  shown  ^at  the  perpendicular  from  G  on 
BC  must^  in  the  most  advantageous  case,  be  equal  to  that  from  G 
on  AB\  and  therefore  the  perpendiculars  from  G  on  the  sides  ABC 
must  be  all  equal. 

Hence  the  problem  amounts  to  inscribing  in  a  given  curve  a 
triangle  on  the  sides  of  which  the  perpendiculars  from  a  given  point 
shall  be  equal.  In  the  particular  case  in  which  the  base  is  an  ellipse, 
we  have  to  find  a  circle  concentric  with  the  ellipse,  such  that  a 
triangle  circumscribed  to  the  circle  shall  be  inscribed  in  the  ellipse. 
Now  (Salmon's  Conic  SeotianSf  p.  330,  5th  edition),  let  the  ellipse 

have  for  equation  -j  +  7i— 1=0,   and    the  circle  ac'+y'— r'=0; 

x^     V^ 
then  the  diEcriminant  of  ^(a*+y*— r^  +  -j+^—  1  =  0  b 
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and  the  required  condition  being  &^  :=  i^.&,we  have  two  yalues 

for  r,  namely,  r,  = r ;  and  r^  = -,  •    The  first  value  alone  is 

^'    ^      a  +  6'  *      a— 6 

ab 
admisfiibJey  because   — i:>^)  ft^d  the  circle  in  this  case  either  cuts 

the  ellipse  or  entirely  encloses  it. 

Since  an  infinite  number  of  triangles  can  be  inscribed  in  the  ellipse 

and  circumscribed  to  the  circle  of  radius 7  (Salmon,  ibid,\  the 

problem  is  capable  of  an  infinite  number  of  solutions.  It  is  easy  to 
see  that  in  the  cases  in  which  it  is  possible  to  have  a  real  system  of 
in-  and  circum-  scribed  triangles  for  the  ellipse  and  the  circle  of  radius 

T}  the  centre  of  the  ellipse  is  outside  the  area  of  the  triangle. 

This  circle  is,  therefore,  irrelevant  to  our  question. 

4.  A  heavy  square  board,  ABCD,  of  uniform  thickness,  is  hung  by 
three  vertical  strings,  one  of  which  is  attached  to  a  comer,  A,  of  the 
board.  The  plane  of  the  board  being  horizontal,  find  the  points, 
E  and  F,  in  the  area  to  which  the  other  two  strings  should  be 
attached  in  order  that  it  may  be  most  difiicult  to  overturn  the  board 
by  placing  a  weight  anywhere  on  it. 

It  is  evident  that  advantage  is  gained  by  taking  the  points  E  and 
F  on  the  edges  of  the  board. 

Assume  ^^  to  be  the  direction  of  the  line  joining  the  points  of 
application  of  two  of  the  strings,  and  suppose  that  a  weight,  P,  placed 
somewhere  in  the  area  ABE  is  on  the  point  of  overturning  the  board 
about  the  line  AE.  Then  the  tension  of  the  string  at  jP  =  0 ;  and  if 
W  is  the  weight  of  the  board,  acting  at  G,  the  weight  P  required  to 
upset  it  is  distance  of  G  from  AE 

distance  of  F  from  AE 

Hence  the  greater  the  distance  of  F  from  AE,  the  less  the  requisite 
value  of  P,  or,  in  other  words,  the  more  easily  will  the  board  be  upset. 
It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  applied  weight  should  be  placed  at  B ; 
and  in  the  same  way,  if  the  board  is  to  be  upset  round  the  lines  AF 
and  FE,  the  applied  weights  should  be  placed  at  the  comers  D  and  (7, 
respectively. 

Again,  in  the  arrangement  of  greatest  advantage,  the  board  is 
upset  with  equal  ease  round  each  of  the  lines  AE^AFy  and  FE.  For, 
if  it  be  more  easily  upset  round  one  of  these  lines  than  round  another, 
advantage  will  be  gained  by  making  it  a  little  more  stable  with 
regard  to  the  first.  Hence,  since  the  weights  placed  at  B,  2>,  and  C 
are  all  equal,  we  have 
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distance  of  G  from  A E      distance  of  O  from  AF     distance  of  0  from  EF 
distance  of  ^  from  AE      distance  of  D  from  A  F      distance  of  C  from  EF 
The  angles  J^il^  and  FAD  are,  therefore,  equal,  and  each 

=  tan-*(V^2-l). 

5.  A  heavy  elliptic  table  is  supported  on  three  vertical  props ;  how 
must  they  be  placed  so  that  it  may  be  most  difficult  to  upset  the  table 
by  placing  a  weight  on  it  t 

Ans,  The  props  must  be  placed  at  three  points,  Ay  B^  Cy  on  the 
circumference  of  the  ellipse  ;  and  if  y  is  the  eccentric  angle  of  C7,  that 
of  -B  is  f  'n'  +  y,  and  that  of  ii  is  ^it  +  y^  The  weight  which,  most 
advantageously  applied,  will  then  just  upset  the  table  is  half  its  own 
weight. 

This  may  be  seen  as  follows.  Assuming  any  line  in  the  area  as  the 
line  joining  two  props,  the  least  weight  that  will  be  requii'ed  to  upset 
the  table  must  be  placed  at  the  point  of  contact  of  a  tangent  parallel 
to  the  assumed  Une,  since  the  weight  will  have  maximum  leverage  at 
this  point.  Also,  it  must  be  equally  easy  to  upset  the  table  round 
the  three  lines  AB^  BG,  GA  ;  that  is,  the  requisite  weights  placed  at 
C,  A\  ff  ^  the  points  of  contact  of  the  tangents,  must  be  all  equal. 
If,  then,  05,  y,  2;  be  the  perpendiculars  from  the  centre  on  the  lines 
BGy  GA,  ABi  and  P,  Q^R  the  perpendiculars  on  the  parallel  tangents, 
we  must  have  x  y  z 

or  if  a,  /9,  y  be  the  eccentric  angles  of  A,  B,  G, 

a— /3  /3— y  a—y 

cos — :r-  COS — -~-  —COS     ^ 


a—fi      ,  /3— y      ,  a—y 

1— COS— —       1— COS— ^        l+cos-~-^ 
^  A  2 

a  negative  sign  being  used  in  the  last,  since  (y,  /3,  a  being  in  ascend- 
ing  order  of  magnitude)  — — ^  is  evidently  >-•     Hence  /3  =  -^r  +  y, 

^  A  3 

4  .  .  X 

a  =  -ir  +  y ;  and  the  weight  required  to  upset  the  table  =  W 


or  \,W,  Any  one  position  of  G  is,  therefore,  as  good  as  any  other ; 
and  if  G  is  made  the  extremity  of  either  axis,  the  Une  AB  is  parallel 
to  the  other  at  a  distance  equal  to  j-  of  the  first  axis  from  it. 

6.  A  rectangular  board  is  held  with  its  plane  horizontal  by  three 
vertical  strings  attached  to  three  of  its  comers  ;  find  the  point  in  its 
area  at  which  a  weight  must  be  placed  so  that  the  tensions  of  the 
strings  shall  be  given  multiples  of  the  weight  of  the  board. 

Ana,  Let  W  be  the  weight  of  the  board;  let  the  strings  be 
applied  at  the  comers  A,  B,  G;  let  AG  =  2a,  AB  =  26 ;  and  let  the 
tensions  of  the  strings  at  A,  -B,  G  he  IW,  mW,  nW,  respectively. 


2o6.]  EBDUCnON  OF   A   SYSTEM  OF  FORCES.  13 

Then  the  weight  most  be  placed  at  a  point  whose  distances  from  AB 

and  ^C  are  gn-l  ^  2m- 1       , 

; -.a     and    _ -.6. 

l+m+n— 1  ?  +  m+n— 1 

The  magnitude  of  the  weight  is,  of  coarse,  (Z+m+n— 1)  W. 

7.  A  uniform  circular  lamina  is  placed  with  its  centre  upon  a 
prop  ;  find  at  what  points  on  its  circumference  three  weights,  to^,  w^, 
10,,  must  be  placed  that  it  may  i*emain  at  rest  in  a  horizontal  position 
(Walton's  Mechanical  Problems,  p.  73). 

Ana.  The  angles  which  the  weights  subtend  in  pairs  at  the  centre 
of  the  lamina  are  the  supplements  of  the  angles  of  a  triangle  whose 
sides  are  proportional  to  the  weights. 

206.]  Beduotion  of  a  System  of  Forces  acting  in  any 
manner  on  a  Bigid  Body.  Let  any  origin,  0  (Fig.  232),  be 
assumed  arbitrarily,  and  let  any  system  of  rectangular  axes,  Ox^ 
Cy,  and  Ozj  be  drawn  through  it.  If,  then,  forces  Pj,  P^,  P3,... 
act  on  the  body  at  points  whose  co-ordinates  are  {x^^  y^,  xrj, 

(^2»  ^2'  ^2)'  (^3»  ^3'  h)y'  ^c^  ^o^®  ^^^^  ^®  replaced  by  three 
components  acting  at  0  along  the  axes,  together  with  three 
couples  whose  axes  coincide  with  the  co-ordinate  axes.  The 
force  Pj,  for  example,  is  equivalent  to  Xj,  Y^^  Z^^  at  0  and  three 
couples,  ^1^1— 71^1,  X^Zy^  —  Z^x^,  and  Y^x^^X^y^  Adding  the 
components  of  the  forces,  and  also  the  axes  of  the  couples,  in  the 
directions  Ox^  Oy^  and  Oz^  the  whole  system  of  forces  is  equiva- 
lent to  the  force  2X  along  Ox^ 

„         27    „      Oy, 

and  „        ^Z    „      Oz\ 

and  the  system  of  couples  is  equivalent  to 

the  couple  2  {Zy—  Yz)y  or  L,  in  the  plane  yz^ 

„        2(X8r— 2ip),  or  if,  „  zx, 

and  „        1  {Yx ^ Xy),  OT  N,         „  xy. 

(Of  course  the  axes  of  £,  M,  N  are  drawn  along  the  axes  of 
d?,  y,  and  z,  respectively.) 

Hence  if  £  be  the  magnitude  of  the  resultant  of  translation, 

It  =  ^(SX)2  +  (2r)«  +  (2ir)«; 
and  if  G  be  the  magnitude  of  the  resultant  couple, 
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The  direction-cosines  of  J?  are  -^  ,    —jj  i   and  -^  ;  And  those 

.„       L     M        .N         ^       ^  ^ 

of  ^  are  -77  >  -7^ »  and  -^  • 

Thus,  flwy  system  of  forces  acting  on  a  rigid  body  can  he  replaced 
by  a  single  resultant  force  acting  at  an  arbitrary  origin,  the  magni^ 
tude  and  direction  of  this  force  being  the  same  for  all  origins,  and  a 
single  resultant  couple  tie  magnitude  and  direction  of  whose  axis 
are  both  dependent  on  the  origin  chosen. 

It  has  been  already  remarked  (Art.  200)  that  G  is  not  only 
the  axis  of  the  resnltant  couple  (corresponding  to  a  resultant 
force  acting  at  0),  but  also  the  sum  of  the  moments  of  the 
forces  about  a  line  at  0  drawn  in  the  direction  of  G  ;  and  since 
the  axes  of  couples  have  been  proved  to  follow  the  parallelepiped 
and  parallelogram  laws,  it  follows  that  the  sum  of  the  moments 
of  the  forces  about  this  line  is  greater  than  the  sum  of  their 
moments  about  any  other  line  at  0 ;  and  also  that  the  sum  of 
the  moments  of  the  forces  about  any  other  line  through  0  is  the 
resolved  part  of  G  in  the  direction  of  this  line. 

Hemark.  The  magnitude  and  direction  of  G  are  constant  at 
all  points  along  the  same  right  line  parallel  to  R.  For  R  mskj 
be  supposed  to  act  at  any  point  in  this  line,  and  the  vector  G 
may  be  moved  parallel  to  itself  to  the  point  at  which  R  is 
supposed  to  act.  The  axis  G  is  called  the  axis  rf  principal 
moment  at  0. 

207.]  Moment  of  a  Force  round  any  Line.  Let  a  force  of 
given  magnitude  act  in  a  given  direction  at  a  given  point  A, 
and  let  its  moment  be  required  about  a  given  right  line  passing 
through  a  given  point  -P.  With  reference  to  any  three  rect- 
angular axes,  let  (a?,  y,  z)  be  the  co-ordinates  of  A ;  let  (f ,  ?;,  f ) 
be  those  of  P ;  and  let  (Z,  T,  Z)he  the  components  of  the  force. 

Then  the  moment  of  the  force  round  a  line  through  A  parallel 
to  the  axis  of  or  is  ^(y«^)-7(^_f), 

while  its  moments  round  the  lines  through  A  parallel  to  the 
axes  o{y  and  z  are,  respectively. 

Denote  these  component  moments  by  i,  M,  iV,  respectively. 
Then,  if  the  line  through  A  about  which  the  total  moment  is 
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required  makes  angles  whose  direction-cosines  'with  the  axes  of 
reference  are  /,  nij  n,  the  required  moment  is 

IL  +  mM-h  nK 

208.]  Poinsot's  Central  Axis.     Any  system  of  forces  acting 

on  a  rigid  body  has  been  proved  to  be  equivalent  to  a  single 

resultant  force,  E,  acting  at  an  arbitrary  origin,  0,  and  a  single 

resultant  couple,  G.     Let  0  be  the  angle  between  B  and  6,  and 

resolve  G  into  two  components,  OK  and  Ow  (Fig.  235)  along  and 

perpendicular  to  R,  respectively.     On  is  the  axis  of  a  couple  in 

the  plane  II  Ox,  perpendicular  to  On. 

Now  let  each  force  of  this  couple  be 

made  equal  to  By  and  the  arm,  OP  *, 

On 
is  consequently  equal  to  -p-;  that  is, 


0P  =  ?^. 


(1) 


Fig.  335. 


One  of  these  forces  may  be  applied 
at   0  to  destroy  the  resultant,  jS,  at 

this  point,  and  there  finally  remains  a  resultant  force,  i?,  at  P 
along  PT  (parallel  to  OR),  together  with  a  couple  whose  axis 
is  OK^  or  Q  cos  ^.     Denoting  OK  by  JST,  we  have  then 

JE:=Gcos<^.  (2) 

The  axis  OK  may,  of  course,  be  drawn  at  P  along  PT  [(a), 
Art.  200]. 

Hence  the  whole  sydem  of  forces  u  equivalent  to  a  resultant  force 
equal  to  R  acting  along  the  line  PT  and  a  couple  in  a  plane  per- 
pendicular to  this  line. 

The  line  PT  thus  determined  is  called  Poinsofs  Central  Axis. 

To  construct  Poinsofs  Central  Axis  for  any  system  offerees — 
Reduce  the  forces  to  a  resultant  force^  OR,  acting  at  any  origin,  0, 
and  a  couple  whose  axis  is  00 ;  then  on  a  line  perpendicular  to 
the  plane  of  OR  and  OG  measure  off  a  length,  OPt»  ^i^  to 

— =-^>  where  4>  is  the  angle  between  OR  and  OG.    A  line  through 

tie  point  P  parallel  to  OR  is  the  required  Central  Axis. 


*  The  point  P  should  be  represented  on  the  production  of  the  line  xO  through 
0,  according  to  the  convention  of  Art.  200.  The  inaccuracy  in  the  figure  was 
detected  too  late  for  correction. 

t  The  tetue  of  OP  is  determined  bj  the  conyention  of  Art.  200. 
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209.]  Theorem.  A  given  system  of  forces  has  bat  one  Central 
Axis. 

This  important  proposition  may  be  proved  ex  dbsurdo  thus : — 
Whatever  origin  be  chosen,  the  resultant  force  acting  at  it  is 
constant  both  in  magnitude  and  in  direction.  Now,  if  it  be 
possible,  let  the  system  of  forces  be  equivalent  to  a  resultant  R 
acting  at  0  and  a  couple  whose  axis  is  OA*,  and  also  to  a  re- 
sultant force  R  acting  at  (/  and  a  couple  whose  axis  is  (/JT,  the 
lines  OK  and  (/K  being,  of  course,  in  the  direction  of  R.  Then 
it  is  evident  that  the  force  R  at  0  and  the  couple  OK  should 
equilibrate  the  reversed  force  R  and  reversed  couple  CJT,  at  (/. 
But  the  couples  give  a  single  couple,  OKf^O'K\  and  the  forces 
give  also  a  couple  which,  being  in  a  plane  perpendicular  to  the 
first  couple,  cannot  with  it  produce  equilibrium.  Therefore,  &c. 
Since  this  axis  is  unique,  equation  (2)  of  the  last  Article  shows 
that  for  all  origins  the  quantity  0  cos  <^^  or  the  projection  of  the 
axis  of  the  resultant  couple  along  the  direction  of  the  resultant  force 
is  constant,  and  equal  to  Poinsofs  moment, 

210.]  Theorem.  The  sum  of  the  moments  of  the  forces 
round  Poinsot's  Axis  is  less  than  the  sum  of  their  moments 
round  any  other  axis  of  principal  moment.  This  is,  of  course, 
evident  from  what  has  just  been  said.  The  deduction  of  the 
axis  of  principal  moment  at  any  point  from  Poinsot's  may, 
however,  for  clearness,  be  specially  exhibited. 

Let  Oz  (Pig.  2^6)  be  Poinsot's  Axis  and  OK  {=  K)  the 
moment  of  the  forces  round  it.     Let  ff  be  any  point  in  the 

body,  and  let  it  be  proposed  to  find  the 
principal  moment  at  this  point;  ffOvA 
a  line  drawn  through  ff  perpendicular 
to  Poinsot's  Axis.  At  (/  introduce  two 
equal  and  opposite  forces,  ffR  and  ffR, 
y  each  =  R.  Then  OR  and  OR  form  a 
couple,  whose  axis,  O'w,  is  perpendicular 
to  the  plane  ROOR  and  equal  to 
R .  00\  Transfer  the  axis  OK  to  OK 
(Art.  200),  and  draw  the  diagonal,  CO, 
pj    3.^  of  the  rectangle  determined  by  C/n  and 

OK.  Then  aG{^G)  is  the  axis  of 
principal  moment  at  0^,  and  it  is  evidently  >OK\  Hence 
Poinsot's  is  the  least  principal  moment. 


212.]  WEENCH   OP  TWO   POBCES.  17 

211.]  Deflnition  of  a  Wrench  It  has  just  been  shown  that 
any  given  system  of  forces  acting  on  a  rigid  body  can  be  reduced 
to  a  single  force,  R,  and  a  single  couple^  K^  such  that  the  axis  of 
the  couple  is  coincident  with  the  line  of  action  of  the  force,  and 
that  this  reduction,  for  the  given  force  system,  is  unique. 

A  force  acting  along  a  line  and  a  couple  whose  axis  coincides 
with  this  line  constitute  together  what  is  called  a  torench. 

The  ratio  of  the  moment  of  the  couple,  JT,  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  force,  R^  is  evidently  a  linear  magnitude,  and  is  called 
pitch. 

The  right  line  about  which  the  wrench  takes  place,  when 
contemplated  in  conjunction  with  the  pitch,  is  called  a  screw. 

Thus,  then,  a  screw  is  a  definite  right  line  in  space  associated 
with  a  definite  pitch. 

The  right  line  itself  about  which  the  wrench  takes  place — the 
axis  of  the  wrench — may  be  denoted  by  the  symbol  a,  and  the 
pitch  associated  with  it  may  be  denoted  by  the  symbol  p^^  It  is 
evident  that  the  complete  determination  of  a  screw  (pitch  in- 
cluded) requires  five  constants,  since  the  axis  may  be  determined 
by  two  equations  of  the  forms 

X  ^  az-k-m,  y  =  bz  +  n, 
which  involve  the  four  constants  a,  m,  6,  n;  while  the  pitch  is 
specified  by  another  constant. 

When  the  force  and  the  axis  of  the  couple — this  latter  drawn 
according  to  the  convention  of  Art.  200 — are  in  the  same  sense 
along  the  axis  of  the  wrench,  the  pitch  is  positive ;  when  they 
are  in  opposite  senses,  it  is  negative. 

The  force  which  acts  in  a  wrench  is  called  by  Sir  B.  Ball 
the  intensity  of  the  wrench. 

A  force  alone  may  be  regarded  as  a  wrench  of  zero  pitch. 

A  couple  alone  may  be  regarded  as  a  wrench  of  infinite  pitch. 

212.]  Wrench  of  Two  Forces.  Let  it  be  required  to  find 
the  wrench  of  which  two  forces,  P  and  Q,  represented  in  magni- 
tudes and  lines  of  action  by  the  two  non-intersecting  lines  AP 
and  £Q  (Kg.  237),  are  equivalent. 

Let  AJB  be  the  shortest  distance  between  the  lines  of  action  of 
the  two  given  forces,  and  denote  the  length  AB  by  h. 

Then,  following  the  rule  of  Art.  208,  reduce  the  forces  to  a 
resultant  acting  at  A  together  with  a  couple,  by  introducing  two 
forces,  Aq  and  Agf,  equal,  opposite,  and  parallel  to  Q.     Com- 
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ponnding  AP  and  Aq^  we  get  Ar  =  R  ^  resultant  force ;  and 
drawing,  in  the  sense  determined  by  the  convention  of  Art.  200, 
An  to  represent  QxA,  the  moment  of  the  couple  (BQ,  Aq)^ 

the  force  and  couple  for  the 
origin  A  sxe  Ar  and  An.     If 
0  (on  AB)  is  any  point  on 
*^  AJBj  the  couple  correspond- 

ing to  it  is  got  by  combining 
jj^  with  An  the  axis  Am  which 

represents  BxAO,  this  line 
^B  Am  being  perpendicular  to 
Ar  and  in  the  plane  of  the 
lines  An,  APj  Aq;  and  if  0  is 
Poinsot's  origin,  the  result- 
ant, Ac,  of  An  and  Am  coin- 
cides in  direction  mth  Ar. 


Vig.  337. 


ftiA^^fttt 


or 


Now  since  Acn  is  a  right  angle, 

J  en      BxAO 

cos  AnC  =   —  =  -yr 7-  • 

An       Qxk 
But  Z  -4«<;  =  Z  qAr ;  /.     Q  x  cos  -4»(?  =  Ap^ 

where  ff  is  the  foot  of  the  perpendicular  from  q  on  Ar.     Hence 

AO_A^ 
A   ''Ar' 
AO  ^  Ag  ^  projection  of  Q  along  B  ^ 
OB  "^  gr  "^  projection  of  P  along  B  * 
so  that  Poinsofs  origin  divided  the  shortest  distance  between  P  and 
Q  inversely  as  the  orthogonal  projections  of  these  forces  along  the 
direction  of  their  resultant  of  translation.     Or,  again,  0  may  be 
determined  by  drawing  from  g  the  line  ^0  parallel  to  the  line  rB. 
The  wrench  to  which  P  and  Q  are  equivalent  is  represented  in 
the  figure  by  (07?,  OK). 

213.]  Two  Intersecting  Rectangular  Screws.  Suppose  OX 
(Fig.  238)  to  be  the  axis  of  a  wrench  the  force  in  which  is 
represented  by  the  length  OX  (=X),  and  the  moment  of  the 
couple  by  OM.  lip^  is  the  pitch  of  this  screw,  the  moment  of 
the  couple  is  p  .X. 

Also,  let  OY  and  OL  represent  the  force  and  couple  in  another 
wrench  intersecting  OX  at  right  angles,  and  let  Py  be  the  pitch 
of  this  second  screw. 
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It  is  required  to  find  the  resultant  wrench  to  which  these  two 
wrenches  are  equivalent. 

Replace  the  forces  X  and  T  by  their  resultant,   0D\   and 
also    resolve    the    moments, 
OM  and    0-C,  into    compo- 
nents along  and  perpendicu- 
lar to  02). 

If  ^  denotes  the  angle  -DOX, 

we  shall  have   along   OD  a 

moment,    Oa  +  Oc,  equal    to 

jo,.Xco8d+jOy. Ffiind;   or  if 

OD  =  P,  we  have  along  OD       ^ 

P  (a.  cos«(9  +a.  8in2^).  ^«'  '38. 

Perpendicular  to  OD,  the  resultant  moment  is  Ob-^Od,  or 

P  (jf^—Px)  sin  ^  cos  ^. 

Now  a  force  OD  (=  -P)  and  a  couple  whose  axis,  Ob^Od,  is 
perpendicular  to  it  are  equivalent  to  a  force  equal  and  parallel 
to  OD  at  a  distance,  OA,  from  OD,  along  the  perpendicular  to 
the  plane  of  OD  and  the  axis  of  the  couple,  such  that 

PxOA=z  Ob^  Od  -P  {Py—Px)  sin  d  cos  ^  ; 

.".     OA  =  (/?y  —a)  sin  ^  cos  d.  (1 ) 

Hence  the  two  given  wrenches  are  equivalent  to  the  wrench 
consisting  of  the  force  P  at  ^  and  the  couple  whose  axis 
AV^  P  (A.cos^^+A.sin*^);  so  that  if  ^  denotes  the  pitch 
of  the  resultant  screw, 

p^  =Pg^.coQ^  0  +A.sin2  0.  (2) 

The  whole  process  may,  of  course,  be  reversed ;  i.e.  starting 
with  the  single  wrench  about  the  screw  AP,  we  may  resolve  it 
in  an  infinite  number  of  ways  into  a  pair  of  wrenches  about  two 
intersecting  rectangular  screws.  The  positions  of  these  screws  may 
be  assigned  by  the  distance  OA  and  the  angle  d;  and  when  this  is 
done,  the  component  pitches,  a  and /y,  are  given  by  (1)  and  (2). 

214.]  The  Cylindroid.  Given  two  intersecting  rectangular 
screws,  it  is  required  to  find  the  locus  of  all  screws  which  result 
from  wrenches  of  any  variable  intensities  about  these  two  given 
screws.  That  is,  given  two  right  lines,  OX  and  OT,  and  two 
linear  constants,  jo^  and /y,  associated  with  them,  if  a  wrench  in 
which  the  force  is  X  and  the  couple  jo^.X  act  about  OX,  the 
magnitude  X  being  anything  whatever ;   and  if  a  wrench  in 
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which  the  force  is  Y  and  the  conple  p^ .  T  act  about  OY^  the 
magnitude  Y  being  also  anything  whatever ;  find  what  surfiace 
is  traced  out  by  the  axis  of  the  resultant  wrench,  as  X  and  Y  are 
separately  or  simultaneously  varied  in  any  manner. 

Taking  OX  and  OY  (Fig.  ^38)  as  axes  of  a  and  y,  and  OA^ 
their  common  perpendicular,  as  axis  of  z^  the  equations  of  AP 
are  obviously 

z  =  {py—jpt)  sin  ^  cos  ^,  ( 1 ) 

y  =  a?  tan  ^,  (2) 

the  angle  6  depending  on  the  magnitudes  X  and  Y. 
Hence,  whatever  6  may  be,  we  have 

^  (^  +/)  -  {Py  -a)  ^  =  0,  (a) 

which  is  the  equation  of  the  surface  traced  out  by  the  line  AP 
as  Xand  yare  varied.     This  surface  is  called  the  Cylindroid, 

215.]  To  construct  the  Cylindroid.  Easy  methods  of  con- 
structing  the   cylindroid  at   once   present  themselves.      It  is 

sufficient  to  give  one.  Taking 
two  rectangular  axes,  Ox  and 
Oy,  and  a  perpendicular,  Oz^ 
to  them,  we  are  to  imagine  a 
right  line  which  begins  by 
lying  along  Ox  to  travel  up 
along  Oz^  while  it  always 
remains  parallel  to  the  plane 
xy  and  rotates  round  Oz^  the 
angle,  d,  through  which  it  has 
rotated,  and  the  corresponding 
distance,  z^  through  which  it 
has  risen  being  connected  by 
equation  (1)  of  last  Article. 

Let  PM  (Fig.  ^39)  be  any 
position  of  the  moving  line, 
its  projection  on  the  plane  of  xy  being  Om^  and  LmOx^  0, 
Then,  putting /^y—/?,  =  2^,  we  have 

0P  =  A&m2e. 

Draw  Oa  bisecting  the  angle  xOy^  and  equal  to  24,  and 
describe  a  circle  on  Oa  as  diameter,  c  being  its  centre,  and  Om 
meeting  it  in  m.  From  m  draw  the  chord  mpn  perpendicular  to 
Oa.    Then  sin  20  =  cos  2  tncp  ;  /.  OP  =  cp. 


Fig.  339. 


215.]  TO   CONSTEUCT   THE   CYLINDEOID.  21 

When  tf  =  -  =  xOa^  OP  is  greatest  and  equal  to  i,  and  the 

moving  line,  zA^  is  then  parallel  to  Oa,  the  distance  Oz  being 
eqnal  to  A.     Hence  Pz  =  ap. 

Thus  we  get  a  simple  method  of  constructing  the  surface  : — 
Divide  up  the  whole  diameter  aO  into  any  nimiber  of  parts,  op, 
&c.  (equal  for  simplicity).  On  the  axis,  Oz^  take  the  length 
Oz  ^=-  ca  r=.  radius  of  circle ;  beginning  with  the  point  z^  measure 
off  parts,  zP^  &c.,  successively  equal  to  the  parts  ap^  &c. ;  then 
through  any  point,  P,  on  Oz  draw  two  parallels,  PM  and  PN^  to 
the  lines  Om  and  0»,  joining  0  to  the  extremities  of  the  corre- 
sponding chord  of  the  circle. 

The  ruled  surface  traced  out  thus  by  all  the  pairs  of  lines,  such 
as  PM  and  PiV,  is  the  cylindroid. 

It  is  obvious,  of  course  from  the  equation  ^  =  >i  sin  20,  that 
through  each  point  P  on  the  axis  Oz  there  are  two  generators, 
which  coincide  at  the  point  z  with  a  parallel  to  Oa.     When  P 

moves  upwards  from  0  along  Oz,  0  runs  from  0  to  ,  until  z  is 
reached ;  when  0  increases  beyond  -,  the  moving  point  P  de- 
scends from  z  towards  0,  and  in  its  descent  gives  the  second 
generator  PN  at  P,  which  is  parallel  to  On.    When  0  =  - ,  P  is 

IT 

at  0  and  the  generator  is  Oy.    As  0  increases  beyond  -,  the 

moving  point  P  travels  downwards,  along  0/,  until  0  =  Itt, 
when  /  is  reached,  0/  being  equal  to  A,  and  the  generator  being 
/B^,  which  is  parallel  to  the  tangent  at  0  to  the  circle.  As  0 
increases  beyond  f  ir,  the  moving  point  moves  up  again  towards 
0,  which  it  reaches  when  0  =  tt,  the  generator  then  coinciding 
with  Ox,  its  original  position.  Thus  all  through  the  motion  the 
generator  has  continuously  revdlved  in  the  same  sense — counter 
clockwise. 

Another  way  of  looking  at  the  matter  is  this— imagine  a  pair 
of  scissors  placed  with  the  rivet  at  z  and  the  blades  closed 
and  coinciding  with  A^zJ ;  then  let  the  rivet  be  gradually 
brought  down  along  zO  while  the  blades  gradually  open  in  such 
a  way  that  when  they  are  parallel  to  a  pair  of  chords  Om  and 
On,  the  rivet  has  descended  through  a  distance  equal  to  ap. 
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(A  vivid  figure  of  the  eylindroid  will  be  found  in  Ball's  Theory 
of  Screws,) 

216.]  Angle  between  two  Screws.  In  order  to  make  oar 
equations  in  the  sequel  universally  applicable  without  ambiguity, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  give  a  definite  meaning  to  the  angle 
between  two  screws,  since  ^  priori  the  expression  is  not  definite. 

The  following  definition  of  the  angle  between  two  screws  will 
be  found  to  be  of  universal  application  whether  the  pitches  are 
both  positive,  or  both  negative,  or  one  positive  and  the  other 
negative : — 

Let  the  axis  of  each  screw  be  marked  with  an  arrow-head 
pointing  in  the  sense  in  which  the  force  acts  along  the  screw. 
The  two  screws  being  denoted  by  a  and  j8,  place  a  watch  with 
its  back  towards  a  and  its  face  towaixis  )9,  the  shortest  distance 
between  them  passing  perpendicularly  through  its  fojoe.  Then 
the  angle  through  which  the  arrow  on  a  must  be  rotated,  in  a 
sense  opposite  to  that  of  the  watch-hand  rotation,  so  that  this 
arrow  shall  be  parallel  to  and  in  the  sense  of  the  arrow  on  ^,  is 
the  angle  between  the  screws. 

217.]  Theorem.  Any  two  given  screws  determine  a  eylindroid. 
Let  AF  (Fig.  ^38)  and  BQ,*  be  the  axes  of  any  two  given 
screws  whose  pitches  are,  respectively,  pe  and  jo^,  the  line  AB 
being  the  shortest  distance  between  them.  Let  AB  =  h.  Then 
what  we  have  to  show  is  that  it  is  possible  to  find  a  single 
pair  of  rectangular  lines,  OX  and  OT^  such  that  if  the  wrench 
of  pitch  pfi  about  AP  is  resolved  into  two  wrenches  about  these 
lines,  and  if  the  wrench  of  pitch  p^y  about  BQ  is  also  resolved 
into  two  wrenches  about  OX  and  OZ,  we  shall  get  the  same 
value  in  each  case  for  the  pitch  about  OX  and  also  the  same 
value  for  the  pitch  about  OY. 

Let  CO  be  the  angle  between  AP  and  BQ\  let  AP  and  BQ, 
make  angles  6  and  ^  with  the  sought  line  OZ,  the  point  0 
being  on  AB  at  a  distance  z  from  B ;  and  assume  that  each 
resolution  gives  a  pitch  p^^  about  OX,  and  a  pitch  Py  about  OT. 
Then  we  have 

P0  =jOjp.cos*(9+jOy.sin2^,  p^  =/?,.cos^<^+jOy .  sin^<^;       (1) 

z-^-h  =  {Pf,—Px)  sin  6  cos  (9,      z  =  (j»y— a) si^  4>  cos  <^>  (2) 

*  BQia  not  represented  in  the  fignre ;  but,  for  definiteness,  3  is  sappoeed  to 
lie  on  OA  between  O  and  A,  while  the  projection  of  ^Q  on  the  plane  OXT  lies 
between  OX  and  OD, 
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where  ^  =  o)  +  ^.     Hence 

P0+n  =i?,^+A"(i'»-A)co8a)eo8(«  +  20)  ;  (3) 

P9  -n  =  CPv  —P*)  sill  ft>  sin  (o)  +  2*)  ;  (4) 

hz=z  (jOy— JO.)  sin  ft)  cos  ((0  +  20);  (6) 

so  that  we  have 

tan(ft)  +  2<^)=^^^^^;  (6) 

Py+Px  =j5tf+j5^  +  ^cota);  (7) 

Py-Px-  v/A2  +  CPtf-jo^)2cos€C«;  (8) 

which  g^ve  definite  values  for  jo.,  jo^,  and  0.  Hence  the  lines 
OX  and  OY  can  be  determined,  and  therefore  also  a  single  cylin- 
droid  containing  the  two  given  screws. 

218.]  Composition  of  Wrenches.  The  resultant  of  any  two 
wrenches  is  a  wrench  about  a  screw  on  the  cylindroid  determined 
by  the  two  given  wrenches. 

For,  let  Pi  and  Pj  be  the  pitch  and  intensity  of  one,  and  p^ 
and  P2  ^^  pitch  and  intensity  of  the  other.  Also  let  p^  and 
py  be  the  pitches  of  the  two  principal  (or  rectangular)  screws, 
Ox  and  Oy,  of  the  cylindroid.  Then  (Art.  213)  replacing  the 
first  wrench  by  its  components  round  Ox  and  Oy,  we  get  a  moment 
Pg.Xj^  round  Ox,  and  a  moment  jo^  .  1^^ round  Oy,  the  components 
of  Pi  parallel  to  Ox  and  Oy  being  J^  and  J^.  Similarly,  re- 
placing the  second  wrench  by  its  components,  we  have  finally 

the  moments         p,{X^  +  I^  andjo,  (7^+  7^) 

round  Ox  and  Oy,  respectively.  But  if  we  take  the  resultant 
of  the  forces  P^  and  P2,  as  if  they  acted  at  a  point,  and  if  its 
components  parallel  to  Ox  and  Oy  are  X  and  7,  we  know  that 
J  r=  Xj  +X2,  and  7  =  7^+72.  Therefore  round  Ox  and  Oy  we 
have  simply  wrenches  of  intensities  Xand  7,  which  (Art.  213) 
give  a  single  wrench  about  that  screw  on  the  cylindroid  which 
is  parallel  to  the  direction  of  the  resultant  of  translation  of  the 
given  forces  P^  and  P2. 

Hence  the  proposition  of  the  parallelogram  of  forces  for  forces 
acting  at  a  point  becomes  simply  a  proposition  of  the  parallelogram 
of  screws  for  the  composition  of  wrenches. 

Hence  also  three  wrenches  will  be  in  equilibrium  if  they  take 
place  about  three  screws  on  the  same  cylindroid,  whose  directions 
are  so  related  that  the  intensity  of  the  wrench  on  any  one  screw 


If 
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is  proportional  to  the  sine  of  the  angle  between  the  directiong 
of  the  other  two  screws — the  well-known  law  of  Sines, 

And,  generally,  the  resultant  of  any  number  of  wrenches 
about  screws  situated  on  the  same  cylindroid  may  be  found 
by  transferring  all  the  forces  in  the  wrenches  to  a  single  point, 
finding  the  resultant  of  these  forces,  and  taking  the  screw  on 
the  cylindroid  which  is  parallel  to  the  direction  of  this  resultant. 
A  wrench  about  this  screw  with  intensity  equal  to  the  resultant 
force  is  the  resultant  wrench  sought. 

Cor.  a  wrench  about  any  given  screw  on  a  cylindroid  can 
be  resolved  into  wrenches  about  any  two  assigned  screws  on 
the  same  cylindroid.  For,  a  force  acting  along  any  given  line 
can  be  resolved  into  two  components  along  any  two  lines  which 
meet  it  if  they  all  lie  in  the  same  plane.  In  this  way  the  in- 
tensities of  the  two  component  wrenches  along  the  two  assigned 
screws  are  determined. 

219.]  Distribution  of  Pitch.  The  pitches  belonging  to  the 
various  screws  on  a  cylindroid  may  be  graphically  represented 
thus. 

Taking  the  two  principal  screws  of  the  cylindroid  as  axes, 
construct  the  conic  whose  equation  is 

where  k  is  any  constant  length.  If  r  is  the  radius  of  this  conic 
making  an  angle  6  with  the  axis  of  x  (i.  e.,  the  screw  of  pitch  jDj^), 
we  have 

p^ .  cos2^  +  p^ .  sin^^  =  ^ .  (2) 

But  by  (2)  of  Art.  213  the  left-hand  side  is  the  pitch  of  the 
screw  whose  axis  is  parallel  to  r.     Hence 

which  graphically  represents  p^  in  precisely  the  same  way  as 
the  moment  of  inertia  of  the  lamina  is  represented. 

The  conic  (1)  is  called  the  pitch  conic  of  the  cylindroid.  It 
is  an  ellipse  if  the  principal  pitches  have  the  same  sign,  and 
a  hyperbola  if  they  have  opposite  signs. 

In  the  latter  case  there  mU  be  two  screw9  of  zero  pitchy  viz., 
those  parallel  to  the  asymptotes  of  the  pitch  hyberbola.  In 
every  case  there  will  be  two  screws  having  a  given  pitch,  and 
they  are  parallel  to  two  equal  diameters  of  the  pitch  conic 
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This  conic  possesses  the  following  noteworthy  property.  If 
the  wrench  on  any  screto  of  the  cylindroid  is  replaced  by  a  force 
and  a  couple  at  the  centre  of  the  pitch  conic  {centre  of  the  cylin- 
droid)^ the  axis  of  this  couple  will  lie  along  the  perpendicular  to 
the  diameter  of  the  pii-ch  conic  which  is  cotijngate  to  the  direction 
of  the  force — or,  in  other  words,  the  plane  of  the  couple  will 
be  that  of  the  axis  of  the  cylindroid  and  this  conjugate 
diameter. 

For,  let  the  axis  of  the  given  wi'ench  make  an  angle  0  with 
the  axis  of  x  at  the  centre,  0,  of  the  cylindroid,  and  let  P 
be  the  intensity  of  the  wrench.  Then  the  component  wrenches 
at  0  to  which  the  given  one  is  equivalent  are  {P  cos  ^,  Pp^  cos  6) 
and  (P  sin  ^,  Pp^  sin  d).  The  two  couples,  Pp^  cos  6  and  Pp^  sin  Oy 
at  0  compound  into  a  couple,  &,  making  with  Ox  an  angle  y^ 

such  that  cot ^  =  —cot  6.     Hence 

Py 

tan^tan(5  +  V^)  =  -^> 

fi  Py 

which  is  the  well-known  equation  connecting   the  directions 
of  two  conjugate  diameters  of  the  conic,  the  square  of  whose 

axes  are  —  and  —  >  so  that  the  line  perpendicular  to  &  is  the 

diameter  conjugate  to  the  direction  of  the  given  screw  {6). 

220.]  Screw  Motion  of  a  Rigid  Body.  It  will  be  shown 
in  a  subsequent  chapter  that  if  a  rigid  body  occupying  a  position 
which  we  may  denote  by  (^},  be  displaced  in  any  manner  so 
as  to  occupy  another  position  (-B),  the  change  from  {A)  to  (B) 
could  have  been  effected  by  rotating  the  body  round  a  certain 
axis,  and  then  giving  it  a  motion  of  translation  along  this  axis ; 
in  other  words,  Poinsot's  result  for  a  system  of  forces  holds 
for  the  displacements  of  the  individual  points  of  a  rigid  body — 
viz.,  the  displacement  can  be  produced  by  giving  the  body  a  twist* 
about  a  screw. 

The  ratio  of  the  motion  of  translation  along  the  axis  of  the 

*  Sir  R.  Ball  UBea  thiB  term  twist  to  denote  a  rigid-body  motion  which  consists 
of  a  translation  along,  accompanied  by  a  rotation  about,  a  line.  The  term  ticist 
is,  however,  so  generally  used  to  signify  a  strain  of  a  natural  solid — which  is 
wholly  distinct  ^m  a  rigid-body  motion — that  it  is  advisable  to  caU  the  atten- 
tion of  the  student  to  its  technical  signification  in  Sir  B.  Ball*s  theory.  Except 
in  connection  with  the  theory  of  Screws,  we  shall  use  this  word  subsequently 
(in  discuning  bent  and  twisted  wires,  &o.)  to  denote  tinnn. 
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screw  to  the  circular  measure  of  the  angle  of  rotation  about 
it  is  called  the  pitcA  of  the  screw ;  so  that,  as  in  the  case  of 
forces  and  couples,  He  pitch  u  still  a  linear  magnitude. 

A  motion  of  translation  alone  may  be  regarded  as  a  twist 
of  infinite  pitch. 

A  motion  of  rotation  alone  may  be  regarded  as  a  twist  of 
zero  pitch. 

221.]  Beoiprooal  Screws.  If  a  rigid  body  is  acted  upon 
by  a  wrench  about  a  screw  a,  what  is  the  work  done  by  giving 
the  body  a  small  twist  about  another  screw  /3  ? 

Let  AP  and  Ox  (Kg.  238)  represent  the  screws  o  and  j8, 
respectively,  their  pitches  being  j»«  and  p^.  Let  the  force  in 
the  wrench  be  P,  and  the  angle  of  rotation  about  fi  be  co,  while 
0  is  the  angle  (Art.  216)  between  the  screws. 

Replace  the  force  P  and  the  couple  P.pa  by  their  components 
at  the  point  A  parallel  and  perpendicular  to  Ox,  The  com- 
ponents of  the  couple  are  P.pa  cos^  and  P./^aSin  d ;  and  these 
we  may  suppose  transferred  to  the  point  0.  The  components 
of  the  force  are  P  cos  ^  and  P  sin  6.  Transfer  these  to  0,  intro- 
ducing (Art.  202)  the  couples  whose  axes  along  C^  and  Ox 
are  PhcosO  and  —PA  sin  ^,  where  h  =  OA  =  shortest  distance 
between  the  screws.  Hence  the  given  wrench  is  replaced  by 
a  force  Pcos^  acting  along  Oa?,  a  force  Psin^  acting  along 
Oy,  a  couple  P.j»«cos^  — PAsin^  whose  axis  is  along  Ox,  and 
a  couple  P.jOasin^+PAcos^  whose  axis  is  along  Oy.  For  the 
displacement  of  translation  q>  .pf^  along  Ox  the  only  work  done 
is  PcosdxGd.jo^,  which  is  due  to  the  first  component  force; 
and  for  the  rotation  co  round  Ox  the  only  work  done  (Art.  201) 
is  (P.jo.cos^— PAsin^)ft),  which  is  due  to  the  first  component 
couple.     Hence  the  whole  work  done  is 

P.  o)  {{Pa-^-Pfij  cos  d—h  sin  6\  (a) 

The  expression  in  brackets  is  called  the  virtual  coefficient  of  the 
two  given  screws 

This  virtual  coefficient  will  in  the  sequel  be  denoted  by  vr^. 

It  is  obvious  from  symmetry  that  if  the  body  were  acted 
upon  by  a  wrench  with  force  P  about  /3,  and  it  were  displaced 
by  a  screw  motion  about  a,  with  spin  a>,  the  same  amount  of 
work  would  be  done  as  before.  If  the  virtual  coefficient  vanishes, 
the  two  screws  are  said  to  be  reciprocal — i.e.,  two  screws  are 
reciprocal  when,  if  a  body  receive  a  twist  of  any  amplitude 
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(with,  of  coarse,  a  given  constant  pitch)  about  one  of  them, 
no  work  will  be  done  against  a  wrench  acting  on  the  body 
along  the  other  screw ;  or,  again,  if  it  were  acted  on  by  a  wrench 
on  one,  it  would  not  move  at  all  if  only  free  to  twist  about  the 
other. 

The  following  results  follow  at  once  from  the  relation  of 
reciprocity  of  two  screws. 

Two  intersecting  screws  {A  =  0)  will  be  reciprocal  either  if 
they  are  at  right  angles,  or  if  the  sum  of  their  pitches  =  0. 

Two  screws  at  right  angles  will  be  reciprocal  if  they  intersect. 
If  they  do  not  intersect,  the  condition  of  reciprocity  will  be 
fulfilled  if  either  pitch  =  oo.  Put  into  ordinary  language  this 
is  as  follows — if  two  rectangular  lines  intersect,  a  body  free 
only  to  twist  round  one  of  them  would  not  move  if  acted 
upon  by  any  wrench  on  the  other.  If  they  do  not  intersect, 
a  body  free  only  to  twist  about  one  of  them  will  not  move  if 
acted  upon  solely  by  a  couple  about  the  other — which  is  evident 
&om  first  principles.  A  body  free  only  to  twist  about  a  line 
will  not  move  if  acted  upon  solely  by  a  force  along  the  line — 
the  equivalent  of  which,  in  the  language  of  screws,  is  that  a 
screw  is  its  own  reciprocal  if  its  pitch  is  zero,  or  infinite. 

Again,  if  a  screw  is  reciprocal  to  two  given  screws^  it  is  red- 
procal  to  every  screw  on  the  cylindroid  determined  by  these  two 
screws.  Let  6  and  ^  be  any  two  screws  of  pitches  J9«,  p^,  and 
let  17  be  a  screw  of  pitch  p^,  which  is  reciprocal  to  the  first 
two.  Then  if  a  body  is  acted  on  by  a  wrench  (P,  Ppe)  of  any 
intensity,  P,  on  the  screw  0,  no  work  is  done  by  giving  the 
body  a  twist  (»,  coj?,)  of  any  amplitude,  o),  about  17.  The  same 
holds  for  the  screws  <f>  and  17.  But  a  wrench  of  any  intensity 
on  any  other  screw,  >/r,  on  the  cylindroid  {0,  <l>)  can  be  replaced 
by  component  wrenches  of  certain  intensities  (Art.  218)  on  0 
and  (t> ;  and  since  no  work  is  done  against  these  component 
wrenches  by  a  twist  on  17,  no  work  will  be  done  against  the 
wrench  on  >/r ;  therefore  >/r  and  17  are  reciprocal.  We  may  there- 
fore speak  of  the  screw  17  as  being  reciprocal  to  the  cylindroid 
{0,  <l>). 

222.]  Reoiprooal  Screws  on  a  Cylindroid.  Two  screws 
on  a  cylindroid  are  reciprocal  if  they  are  parallel  to  a  pair  of 
conjugate  diameters  of  the  Pitch  Conic. 

Let  a,  ^  be  any  two  screws  on  a  cylindroid  making  angles 
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0  and  ^  with  the  axis  of  a?.     Suppose  $'>6.     Then  the  shortest 
distance,  A,  between  them  is  (Art.  217) 
i(A-A)(8in2^'— 8in2^),    or   (j»,-j5,)cos(^  +  ^)sin(^-.^). 

Hence  their  virtual  coefficient  is 

[Px  +Py  +  {Pz-Py)  COS  {Q'  +  O)  COS  (^-  ^)]  COS  (^-  ^) 

+  {Pz-Py)  COS  (^  +  e)  Sin2  (^-^), 

or  (a  +i?»)  cos  (^  -  ^)  +  (/?,  -j5y)  COS  (^ + e), 

or  2  ( /?,  cos  6  cos  ^  +  j»y  sin  0  sin  ^, 

and  the  vanishing  of  this  is  the  condition  that  the  directions 

6   and  6^  should  be  conjugate   in   the  conic   aJ^jo^  +  j^jo^  =  ^. 

For  another  proof  see  BalFs  Theory  of  Screwa^  p.  37. 

223.]  Theorem.  A  cylindroid  can  be  constructed  90  as  to  be 
reciprocal  to  any  four  given  screws.  This  theorem  is  thus  proved 
by  Sir  Robert  Ball  {Theory  of  Screws,  Art.  26). 

The  determination  of  a  screw  requires  five  conditions  (Art. 
211);  therefore  if  a  screw  is  reciprocal  to  five  given  screws, 
it  will  be  completely  determined,  since  we  shall  have  five 
equations  of  the  form 

{Pa  +/?!,)  cos  ^ — A  sin  ^  =  0,  (a) 

T]  being  the  required  screw.  But  if  a  screw  is  reciprocal  to 
four  given  screws,  it  will  not  be  completely  determinate :  it 
must  describe  a  certain  surface-locus.  This  locus  is  a  cylindroid. 
For,  let  a,  )3,  y,  8  be  the  four  given  screws,  and,  if  possible, 
let  there  be  three  screws,  X,  /ut,  v,  reciprocal  to  these  four  and 
not  lying  on  one  cylindroid.  Then,  by  last  Art.,  every  screw, 
dy  on  the  cylindroid  (A,  /Lt)  is  reciprocal  to  the  four  given  screws; 
so  is  every  screw,  ^,  on  the  cylindroid  (/ut,  v)  ;  and  so  is  every 
screw  on  the  cylindroid  (^,  ^).  Thus  the  sought  screw  does 
not  describe  a  surface-locus,  but  a  £a,mily  of  surfaces,  which  is 
impossible.  Hence  A,  /i,  v  must  be  co-cyUndroidal,  and  their 
cylindroid  is  reciprocal  to  the  four  given  screws. 

To  show  how  this  cylindroid  may  be  constructed,  we  proceed 
thus. 

Arrange  the  four  given  screws  in  the  descending  order  of 
their  pitches ;  let  this  order  be  PayP^iPyiPs*  Let  ^  be  a  mag- 
nitude intennediate  to  jo^  and  Py.  Then  on  the  cylindroid  (a,  y) 
find  the  two  screws  (\,  A')  whose  pitches  are  each  i ;  also  on 
the  cylindroid  (/3,  6)  find  the  two  (/m,  fi)  whose  pitches  are 
each  i.     Draw  the  two  lines  (Art.  241)  which  intersect  the  four 
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screws  A,  \\  fi,  [/ ;  let  these  lines  (a-,  o-^  be  made  screws  each 
with  pitch  —A. 

Then  the  screw  a  is  reciprocal  to  the  screw  A,  because 
P<r+Pk  =  0  and  the  two  screws  intersect. 

Similarly  o-  is  reciprocal  to  X' ;  therefore  (Art.  221)  a-  is  reci- 
procal to  the  cylindroid  (X,  A'),  i.e.,  to  the  cylindroid  (a,  y).  In 
the  same  way  o-  is  reciprocal  to  the  cylindroid  (/3,  h)\  and 
similarly  o-^  is  reciprocal  to  both  cylindroids.  Hence  the  cylin- 
droid (o-,  <f')  is  the  required  cylindroid,  since  every  screw  on  it 
is  thus  proved  to  be  reciprocal  to  all  the  screws  a,  /3,  y,  5. 

224.]  Problem.  To  construct  the  screw  which  u  reciprocal  to 
any  five  given  screws.  Let  the  five  given  screws  be  a,  /3,  y,  5,  c  ; 
construct  the  cylindroid  reciprocal  to  the  first  four  and  also 
that  reciprocal  to  the  last  four;  these  two  cylindroids  must 
intersect  in  the  screw  reciprocal  to  all  five.  Moreover  there 
can  be  only  one  solution ;  for,  since  there  are  five  equations 
given  to  determine  the  (five)  unknown  quantities  which  define 
the  required  screw,  there  must  be  a  definite  number  of  solu- 
tions (proceeding,  possibly,  from  some  algebraical  equation 
obtained  by  eliminating  four  of  the  unknowns  from  the  five 
equations  of  reciprocity)  ;  and  if  two  screws  could  be  found  reci- 
procal to  the  given  set  of  five,  an  infinite  number  could  be 
found — ^viz.,  all  those  on  the  cylindroid  of  these  two.  There 
can  be,  therefore,  only  one  screw  reciprocal  to  five  given  screws. 

225.]  Theorem.  On  any  cylindroid  can  be  found  one,  and 
only  one,  screw  reciprocal  to  any  given  screw. 

Let  €  be  the  given  screw.  Find  any  four  screws  reci- 
procal to  the  cylindroid.  Find  (last  Art.)  the  single  screw 
reciprocal  to  e  and  these  four.  This  last  screw  must  lie  on 
the  cylindroid,  since  eveiy  screw  reciprocal  to  the  four  lies  on 
the  cylindroid. 

226.]  Theorem.  Given  seven  screws  placed  in  any  manner  in 
space ;  then  there  is  one  determinate  system  of  equil^rating  wrenches 
on  this  system  of  screws. 

Since  the  pitches  are  all  supposed  given,  we  have  to  show 
that  the  several  forces  (or  intensities)  of  the  wrenches  are  fully 
determinate — at  least  their  mutual  ratios  are  so,  just  as  it  is 
the  mutual  ratios  of  three  equilibrating  forces  acting  along 
three  given  coplanar  concurrent  lines  which  are  determinate. 

Let  the  given  screws  be  a,  ^3,  y,  d,  €,  £  r\.    Construct  the 
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single  screw,  >/r,  which  is  reciprocal  to  the  last  five.  The  five 
wrenches  on  these  give  a  resultant  wrench  reciprocal  to  yjf ;  and 
since  the  resultant  of  the  wrenches  on  a  and  /3  is  equal  and 
opposite  to  the  resultant  of  the  five,  the  resultant  of  the 
wrenches  on  a  and  fi  is  reciprocal  to  >/r.  But  the  resultant  of 
these  two  is  a  wrench  on  some  screw  on  the  cylindroid  (a,  fi) ; 
this  screw  (f )  must  therefore  be  reciprocal  to  >/r,  and  is  there- 
fore known  (last  Art.).  The  law  of  sines,  or  parallelogram  of 
wrenches  (Art.  218)  for  the  three  given  screws  o,  fi,  f,  deter- 
mines the  ratio  of  the  forces  (or  Intensities)  of  the  wrenches 
on  a  and  )3.     Similarly  for  every  other  pair  of  the  given  seven. 

The  problem  of  this  Article  may,  of  course,  be  put  in  this 
way — Given  completely  a  wrench  on  a  screw  ry,  to  reeolve  it  into 
six  wrenches  on  six  given  screws^  i.  e.,  to  find  the  intensities  of 
these  six  component  wrenches. 

Sir  B.  Ball  points  out  that  this  is  the  generalisation  of  the 
ordinary  statical  process  of  reducing  a  given  force  to  three 
component  forces  and  three  couples. 

The  actual  determination  of  the  six  component  intensities  of 
the  wrenches  on  six  given  screws,  Pi,  P2»  ^3>  ••• »  ^6>  eq^valent  to 
a  given  wrench  on  a  given  screw,  p,  can  be  effected  as  follows. 

Let  (A,  i?/Op)  be  the  wrench  on  p ;  let  the  component  wrench 
on  Py  be  {R^^  R^  Pi)  where  Ri  is  the  intensity  (to  be  determined) 
and  /?!  the  (given)  pitch  of  py  Similarly  let  (^g*  ^2^2)^  ^*i 
be  the  other  component  wrenches. 

Now  the  work  done  by  the  wrench  (R,  Rpp)  in  twisting  a 
body  about  any  screw  through  any  angle  is  equal  to  the  sum 
of  the  works  done  by  the  component  wrenches  in  the  same 
twist. 

Let  the  body  be  twisted  about  the  screw  p  itself  through 
an  angle  co.  Then  the  work  done  by  the  wrench  (J?,  Rpp)  is 
2  Rpf, .  CO  (Art.  221).  The  work  done  by  the  component  wrench 
(Ri,  RiPi)  is  Ri  tjppj .  a> ;  and  so  on  for  the  others.     Hence 

2  J?/?p  =  i?i«rpp,  +  i?2tjppj+...+iZgWpp,.  (1) 

Now  consider  a  twist  of  any  amplitude,  o),  about  the  screw  pj, 
and  equate  the  work  done  in  it  by  the  wrench  (-B,  Rp^)  to  the 
sum  of  the  works  of  the  component  wrenches.     Thus  we  get 

^^PPi  =  2-Ri/?i  +  i?2^p,p,+  ...-fi2et!rp^p,.  (2) 

Similarly,  considering  twists  round  the  other  screws,  pj,  ..o  Pet 
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in  succession,  we  obtain  five  more  equations  like  (2);  so  that 
we  have  a  system  of  linear  equations  with  known  coefficients, 
PvP2**'i  ^'pjpjj  ••• )  for  the  required  forces  -Bp  i?a,...  in  terms 
of  the  given  force  R. 

Substituting  the  values  of  Wpp,,  tj^,  ...  ,  Wp^  given  by  (2)  and 
the  similar  equations  in  (1),  we  have 

=  XB^^jp,  +  2lt,B,^^^,  (3) 

which  is  analogous  to  the  expression  for  the  resultant  of  any 
number  of  forces. 

The  six  screws  of  reference  can  be  chosen  with  such  relations 
among  themselves  as  will  greatly  simplify  the  values  of  the 
component  wrenches — just  as  a  choice  of  rectangular  axes  sim- 
plifies the  components  of  a  force. 

Let  Pi  be  any  screw ;  pg  ^^7  screw  reciprocal  to  p^;  p^  any 
screw  reciprocal  to  p^  and  p^  ;  P4  any  screw  reciprocal  to  pj,  pg,  p^  ; 
p^  any  screw  reciprocal  to  p^ ,  pj «  fs'  P4  >  ^^^  Pe  ^^^  single  screw 
(Art.  224)  reciprocal  to  the  remaining  five.     Thus  (2)  becomes 

-'^  ^PPi  =  2  RiPv 
since  ^t^ip*^  0, .,.,  Wp^^,  =  0.     This  determines  7?^;  and  similarly 
^tjpp,  =  2  i?2/?2»  &c. ;  moreover  (3)  becomes 

Such  a  system  of  screws,  viz.,  one  in  which  every  pair  of  screws 
is  reciprocal,  is  called  a  system  of  co-reciprocal  screws. 

227.]  Degrees  of  Freedom  of  a  Bigid  Body.  The  position 
of  a  rigid  body  in  space  is  completely  defined  by  six  independent 
variables,  viz.,  the  three  co-ordinates  of  some  point  in  it  with 
reference  to  assumed  rectangular  axes,  and  the  three  angles 
(see  Bouth's  Ri^id  Dynamics,  Chap.  IX)  which  in  the  well- 
known  theory  of  the  motion  of  a  rigid  body  about  a  fixed  point 
determine  the  positions  of  all  points  in  the  body  relatively  to 
this  fixed  point.  The  body  may,  however,  be  so  hampered  in 
any  case  that  these  six  variables  are  not  all  independent.  If 
each  of  them  may  be  anything  whatever  independently  of  any 
of  the  others,  the  body  is  perfectly  free  or  has  freedom  of  tie 
fixth  order ^  or  six  degrees  of  freedom.  If  the  variables  are  con- 
nected by  one  equation,  so  that  virtually  only  five  qje  inde- 
pendent (the  sixth  being  known  as  soon  as  any  five  are  assumed), 
the  body  has  freedom  of  the  fifth  order ^  or  f.ve  degrees  of  freedom. 
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If  they  are  connected  by  two  equations,  or,  in  other  words,  if 
the  position  of  the  body  depends  on  only  three  independent 
variables,  the  body  has  freedom  of  the  third  order ^  or  three  decrees 
of  freedom ;  and  so  on. 

A  rigid  body  occupying  any  position  can  be  brought  into 
an  indefinitely  near  position  by  giving  it  a  small  motion  of 
translation  whose  components  parallel  to  fixed  rectang^ar  axes 
are  ($a,  dd,  hc)^  which  are  the  components  of  the  translation 
of  any  point,  A^  in  the  body,  and  rotating  it  round  axes  of 
reference  at  A  parallel,  to  the  fixed  axes  through  angles  (d^^ 
6  ^2»  ^  ^3).     See  Chap.  XV,  or  Routh,  ibid. 

The  component  absolute  motions  of  any  point  in  the  body 
are  expressed  by  the  equations 

(a,  i,  c)  being  the  co-ordinates  of  A  with  reference  to  the  axes 
through  the  fixed  origin. 

If  the  only  motion  possible  for  the  body  is  a  twist  {of  any  ampli- 
tude)  about  a  given  screiv,  the  body  has  one  degree  of  freedom. 
For,  the  only  variable  on  which  its  motion  depends  is  the 
amplitude,  co,  of  the  twist  about  the  given  line,  a,  the  transla- 
tion being  co .  /?«>  which  (since  jOa  is  given)  is  known  when  o) 
is  assumed.  The  value  of  6  a?  is  [/7?a  +  ^('2'  — <?)  — w  (y  —  J)]  .  (», 
where  (/,  m^  n)  are  the  direction-cosines  of  the  axis  of  the  screw. 
Since,  then,  the  adjacent  position  of  the  body  depends  on  only 
one  variable,  the  body  has  one  degree  of  freedom. 

If  the  constraints  of  a  rigid  body  are  such  that  every  pontion 
adjacent  to  the  one  which  it  occupies  can  be  obtained  by  some  com-- 
bination  of  twists  {of  variable  amplitudes)  about  two  given  screws,, 
it  has  two  degrees  of  freedom,  and  it  can  likewise  twist  about  every 
screw  on  the  cylindroid  determined  by  these  two. 

For,  an  adjacent  position  now  depends  on  two  independent 
variables,  viz.,  two  twists  of  amplitudes  »  and  co^  about  the 
two  given  screws  a,  ^ ;  and  the  value  of  8  a?  will  be  the  sum 
of  the  previous  expression  and  one  exactly  similar  referring  to 
)3.  Moreover,  since  two  twists  on  a  and  /3  always  compound 
a  twist  on  some  screw  of  their  cylindroid,  the  last  part  of  the 
proposition  is  evident. 

In  the  same  way,  three  degrees  of  freedom  are  equivalent 
to  the  possibility  of  attaining  all  consecutive  positions  by  twist- 
ing about  three  given  screws,  and,  mutatis  mutandis^  the  above 
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enunciation  holds  for  this  case,  except  that  the  other  screws 
about  which  twisting  may  take  place  do  not  lie  on  any  cylin- 
droid. 

And  so  on  for  the  remaining  degrees  of  freedom. 

That  besides  three  given  (non-cocylindroidal)  screws  there 
will  be  an  infinite  number  of  screws  about  which  the  body  can 
twist  is  evident,  because  the  resultant  of  any  three  twists  is 
a  twist  about  some  screw  whose  position  depends  on  the  ampli- 
tudes of  the  three  ;  and  since  these  may  be  varied  in  any  manner, 
their  resultants  will  give  an  infinite  number  of  twists  about 
an  infinite  number  of  screws. 

Just  as  the  screws  of  possible  twist  coming  from  Iwo  given 
screws  are  infinite  in  number,  but  yet  very  specially  related — 
forming  a  cylindroid — so  those  of  possible  twist  coming  from 
tAree  given  screws,  although  infinite,  are  related,  and  their 
assemblage  in  space  is  called  a  screw  complex  of  the  third  order. 
A  screw  complex  of  the  second  order  is  a  cylindroid. 

Similarly  for  screw  complexes  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  orders. 
What  is  a  screw  complex  of  the  sixth  order  ?  It  is  the  assem- 
blage of  screws  about  which  a  body  could  twist  if  every  conse- 
cutive position  of  the  body  can  be  attained  by  twisting  about  six 
given  screws.  But  such  a  body  is  perfectly  free ;  therefore  it 
could  twist  about  every  line  in  space.  Hence  the  assemblage 
of  all  lines  in  space  is  the  screw  complex  of  the  sixth  order. 

We  may  formally  define  a  screw  complex  of  any  order,  w, 
thus — A  screw  complex  of  the  m^  order  is  an  assemblage  of  screws 
in  space  such  that  any  one  screw  cf  the  assemblage  can  be  determined 
pom  any  m  of  them  and  cannot  be  determined  by  any  smaller 
number;  that  is,  a  twist  of  any  assumed  amplitude,  or  a  wrench 
of  any  assumed  intensity  on  the  one  screw  in  question,  can 
always  be  exhibited  as  compounded  of  twists  of  proper  ampli- 
tudes, or  wrenches  of  proper  intensities,  on  the  m  screws 
selected. 

Thus,  in  the  complex  of  the  second  order  (cylindroid)  a  wrench 
of  any  intensity  on  any  one  screw  of  the  complex  can,  by  the 
law  of  sines  (Art.  218),  be  resolved  into  two  wrenches,  of  appro- 
priate intensities,  about  any  two  selected  screws  of  the  complex. 

228.]  Examples  of  Degrees  of  Freedom.  The  following  are 
some  very  simple  instances  of  the  various  degrees  of  freedom  of 
a  rigid  body. 
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One  decree  of  freedom.  (Every  position^  consecutive  to  a  given 
one,  that  can  be  attained  by  the  body  is  producible  by  a  twist  of 
variable  amplitude  about  one  fixed  screw.)  A  nut  moving  on  a 
fixed  axis  with  a  thread  cut  on  it.  A  body  sliding  along  a  fixed 
axis,  but  guided  so  as  to  prevent  rotation  (screw  of  infinite 
pitch).  A  body  capable  of  rotating  on  a  fixed  axis,  but  pre- 
vented from  moving  along  it  (screw  of  zero  pitch ;  e.g.  a 
compound  pendulum). 

Two  decrees  of  freedom,  (Every  position,  consecutive  to  a 
given  one,  that  can  be  attained  by  the  body  is  producible  by 
some  combination  of  twists  of  variable  amplitudes  about  two 
fixed  screws.)  A  nut  moving  on  an  axis  having  a  thread  cut  on 
it,  and  this  axis  itself  rigidly  attached  to  another  nut  which  can 
move  on  a  fixed  axis  with  a  thread  cut  on  it.  A  body  with  a 
fixed  axis  (spindle)  stuck  through  it,  so  that  the  body  can  move 
along  and  rotate  about  the  axis,  the  rotation  and  translation 
being  quite  independent.  A  rigid  body  with  one  fixed  point,  0 
(ball  and  socket  joint),  a  string  of  given  length  being  attached 
to  another  point,  P,  in  the  body  and  to  a  point  fixed  in  space ; 
or,  instead  of  being  thus  held  by  the  string,  the  point  P  may  be 
constrained  to  any  fixed  curve  on  a  sphere. 

To  find  the  cylindroid  corresponding  to  any  given  case  of 
freedom  of  the  second  order,  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  find  any  two 
screws  about  which  twists  may  be  given,  and  these  two  determine 
the  whole  cylindroid. 

TAree  degrees  of  freedom.  (Every  position  consecutive  to  a 
given  one  attainable  by  some  combination  of  twists  of  variable 
amplitudes  about  three  fixed  screws.)  A  body  moveable  on  a 
spindle  which  has  a  nut  rigidly  attached  to  it,  this  nut  being 
capable  of  moving  on  an  axis  fixed  in  space  with  a  thread  cut  on 
it.  A  body  moveable  round  a  fixed  point  (ball  and  socket  joint) 
— the  well-known  example  in  the  theory  of  Precession  and 
Nutation. 

To  find  the  complex  corresponding  to  any  given  case  of 
freedom  of  the  third  order,  find  any  three  screws  about  which 
twisting  may  take  place,  and  these  determine  the  whole  complex. 

Four  degrees  of  freedofti.  Body  on  spindle  which  is  capable 
itself  of  spindle  motion  on  an  axis  fixed  in  space. 

Five  degrees  of  freedom.  Body  on  spindle  which  has  a  ball  and 
0ocket  motion  round  a  fixed  point. 
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229.]  Determination  of  Screws  on  a  Complex.  Consider 
two  screws,  a,  ^,  which  determine  a  CTlindroid.  All  the  other 
screws  of  the  complex  aie  simply  axes  of  wrenches  which  are 
the  resultants  of  all  possible  wrenches  on  a  and  ^.  Now  (Art. 
218),  if  wrenches  of  any  intensities,  P,  Q,  act  on  a  and  ^,  the 
position  of  the  resultant  screw  (and  therefore  its  pitch)  depends 
only  on  the  ratio  of  P  to  Q. 

Hence  the  position  of  any  screw  on  the  cylindroid  which  is 
determined  by  the  giyen  screws,  a,  ;3,  depends  on  only  (me 
variable. 

Similarly  the  position  of  any  screw  on  the  complex  of  the 
third  order  determined  by  three  giyen  screws,  a,  /3,  y,  depends  on 
only  two  variables,  viz.  the  ration  of  the  three  (variable)  inten- 
sities of  wrenches  on  these  screws.  And,  generally,  the  position 
of  a  screw  on  a  complex  of  the  m^  order  determined  by  m 
given  screws  depends  on  m  —  1  variables — ^ratios  of  intensities  of 
wrenches  on  the  given  screws. 

230.]  Screws  Reciprocal  to  a  given  Complex.  All  9crem9 
whiek  are  reciprocal  to  a  given  complex  of  tke  order  m  form  tkem-- 
selves  a  complex  of  tie  order  6~iii. 

Firstly,  they  form  a  complex,  i.e.  an  assemblage  specially 
related.  For,  consider  all  the  screws  reciprocal  to  a  given  cylin- 
droid. A  rigid  body  which  is  free  to  twist  about  any  of  these 
screws  would  not  do  so  if  it  were  acted  upon  by  wrenches  on 
any  of  the  screws  on  the  cylindroid  ;  hence  twisting  solely  about 
the  screws  in  this  reciprocal  assemblage  must  be  equivalent  to 
a  certain  limitation  in  the  freedom  of  the  body,  so  that  the 
assemblage  is  a  complex. 

Secondly,  the  order  of  the  complex  is  6^m.  ¥ot,  any  screw 
of  this  reciprocal  complex,  being  reciprocal  to  m  screws  (viz.  any 
m  determining  the  given  complex),  satisfies  by  its  determining 
constants  m  equations  with  known  coefficients,  such  as  (a),  Art. 
223.  This  screw  would  therefore  require  5  —  m  frirther  con- 
ditions for  its  complete  determination.  But  (last  Art.)  the 
number  of  these  conditions  is  one  less  than  the  degree  of  the 
complex  to  which  it  belongs ;  therefore  the  degree  of  this  re- 
ciprocal complex  is  6  — m. 

It  is,  of  course,  obvious  that  if  a  rigid  body  has  m  degrees  of 
freedom,  so  that  it  is  capable  of  twisting  about  any  screw  on  a 
certain  complex  of  order  m,  any  system  of  forces  acting  on  it  and 

D  2 
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reducing  to  a  wrench  on  any  screw  of  the  reciprocal  complex  will 
be  in  equilibrium  with  the  constraints  of  the  body ;  and  con- 
versely, when  a  rigid  body  acted  on  by  any  system  of  forces  has  a 
certain  specified  degree  of  freedom^  the  condition  of  its  equilibrium 
is  that  the  given  force  system  must  reduce  to  a  wrench  on  some  screw 
of  the  complex  which  is  reciprocal  to  the  complex  of  screws  about 
which  the  body  can  twist.  This,  as  Sir  R.  Ball  observes  {Theory  of 
Screws^  p.  41),  is  the  most  general  equilibrium  theorem  for  a 
rigid  body. 

231.]  Number  of  Conditions  determining  a  Complex  of 
given  Order.  In  order  to  determine  completely  a  quadric  sur&ce 
we  know  that  nine  conditions  are  necessary ;  and  to  determine, 
in  the  same  sense,  a  cylindroid  we  shall  show  that  eight  con- 
ditions axe  necessary ;  and,  generally,  to  determine  a  complex 
of  any  order,  w,  we  shall  show  that  m  (6  — w)  conditions  are 
necessary. 

For  simplicity  begin  with  a  cylindroid.  If  its  centre  and  axes 
are  unknown,  taking  any  origin  and  rectangular  axes,  we  must 
in  equation  (a)  of  Art.  214  assume  an  expression  of  the  form 

^cosa  +y  cos^-l-  ^rcosy +/? 
for  ^,  with  similar  expressions  for  y  and  z^  and  also  an  unknown 
quantity  for  Py—Px'  This  gives  us  ten  independent  constants ; 
but  the  conditions  of  rectangularity  of  the  new  planes  of  reference 
reduces  this  to  eight — which  is  the  proper  number  of  unknown 
coefficients  in  the  general  equation  of  a  cylindroid. 

Generally,  a  complex  of  order  m  is  determined  if  m  screws  are 
given ;  and  since  each  screw  requires  5  constants  for  its  complete 
determination,  we  have  thus  ^m  constants  given.  Now  these 
will  give  us  more  information  than  we  want — we  want  merely 
the  complex,  and,  in  addition,  we  know  completely  m  special 
screws  in  it.  We  must  therefore  diminish  the  number  Bm  by 
the  number  of  conditions  required  to  specialize  the  m  screws. 
Now  (Art.  229)  each  screw  is  specialized  by  w— 1  data,  there- 
fore the  data  which  specialize  m  of  them  are  m{m—\)m  number. 
Hence  the  conditions  required  to  determine  the  complex,  without 
informing  us  of  particular  screws  in  it,  are  Sm—m  (m— 1),  or 
«i  (6  — «*)  in  number. 

Cor.  The  number  of  conditions  which  determine  any  complex 
and  the  number  which  determine  its  reciprocal  complex  are  the 
sai^e.    Consequently  the  most  general  complex  of  the  fifth  order 
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is  the  reciprocal  of  a  single  screw,  and  the  most  general  complex 
of  the  fourth  order  is  the  reciprocal  of  a  cylindroid. 

232.]  Reciprocal  of  a  Single  Screw.  Let  any  line  be  the 
axis  of  a  screw  of  pitch  p^.  Then  every  line  in  space  can  be  the 
axis  of  a  screw  reciprocal  to  the  given  one  ;  for  if  co  is  the  angle 
between  the  given  line  and  any  other  line  OL^  and  if  h  is  the 
shortest  distance  between  the  lines,  we  have  merely  to  give  the 
pitch,  p,,^  to  the  screw  on  OZ,  snch  that 

jO;^4jD.  =  h  tan  co. 

Consider  the  screws  reciprocal  to  a  given  screw  that  can  be 
drawn  throngh  a  given  point,  0, 

Through  0  (Fig.  240)  draw  a  line  OA  parallel  to  the  axis  of 
the  given  screw,  o;  let  OP  be  the  perpendicular  from  0  on 
a.  Then  the  shortest 
distance,  A,  between 
OL  and  a  is  the  per- 
pendicular from  P  on 
the  plane  of  OL  and 
OA.  Let  OP=jo, 
and  with  0  as  centre 
and  OP  (or  any  other 
length)  as  radius  de- 
scribe a  sphere.  (The 
axis  of  the  screw  a  is 
the  line  through  P 
parallel  to  OA,) 

At  0  draw  OZ  at  right  angles  to  OA  and  OP ;  produce  the 
great  circle  AL  to  meet  the  great  circle  PZ  in  a.  Then  the 
shortest  distance  between  a  and  OL  \ap  sin  Pa  ;  and  o)  =  LA. 

Hence  px  +J>a  =  jo .  sin  Pa  cot  aL. 

But  by  Napier's  Analogies  applied  to  the  triangle  PaL^ 

sin  Pa  =  cot  a  PL .  tan  a£, 

therefore  Px  +  A  =  jp  .  tan  LP  A,  (a) 

which  determines  the  pitch  of  the  screw  on  OL. 

All  screws  of  the  same  pitch  at  0  lie  in  a  plane.  For  if  px  is 
constant,  the  angle  LP  A  is  constant,  i.e.  the  line  OL  moves  in 
the  plane  POL  which  makes  a  constant  angle  with  the  plane 
POA.     (For  a  diflTerent  proof  see  Ball's  Theory  of  Screws,  p.  85.) 
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233.]  Beoiprooal  of  a  Cylindroid.  Every  right  line,  in 
general,  meets  a  cylindroid  in  three  points,  through  each  of 
which  passes  a  screw  on  the  surface.  If  the  right  line  is  the  axis 
of  a  screw  reciprocal  to  the  cylindroid,  this  screw  (A)  is  reciprocal 
to  the  three  screws  which  it  thus  meets.  But  when  two  reci- 
procal screws  intersect,  we  must  have  (Art.  221)  either  the  sum 
of  their  pitches  equal  to  zero,  or  the  angle  between  them  a  right 
angle.  Now  it  is  impossible  that  the  pitches  of  all  three  screws 
on  the  cylindroid  should  be  equal,  because  from  Art.  219  we  see 
that  there  are  only  two  screws  on  the  surface  which  have  the 
same  pitch.  Hence  the  screw  \  must  be  perpendicular  to  one  of 
the  screws  which  it  meets. 

Now  consider  all  the  screws  that  can  be  drawn  &om  a  given 
point,  0,  reciprocal  to  the  cylindroid.  It  will  (Art.  221)  be 
sufficient  to  make  these  screws  from  0  reciprocal  to  any  two 
screws  on  the  surface.  Through  0  draw  a  plane  perpendicular 
to  the  axis  of  the  cylindroid,  and  let  the  two  screws  at  the 
point  where  it  cuts  the  axis  be  a  and  ^.  Through  0  (Fig.  240) 
draw  OA  and  OB  parallel  to  a  and  ^,  and  OZ  parallel  to  the  axis 
of  the  cylindroid,  OF  and  OQ  being  the  directions  of  perpen- 
diculars from  0  on  a  and  /8,  respectively. 

Then  if  OL  is  the  axis  of  a  screw  reciprocal  to  a  and  to  j3,  we 
have  by  last  Art. 

Pk  +  j»a  =  i?  tan  LTA, 
i'A+i»^  =  jtanZQ^, 

where  p  and  ^  are  the  lengths  of  the  perpendiculars  from  0  on 
a  and  /3. 

Hence  we  have 

p  tan  LTA  —  q  tan  LQA^  Pm—P^^  (o) 

so  that  the  line  OL  moves  subject  to  this  condition. 

The  problem  of  the  locus  of  OL  is  therefore  this — given  two 
intersecting  lines,  OP  and  OQ,  if  two  planes  are  drawn  through 
these  lines  making  angles  6  and  0  with  the  plane  of  OP  and  OQ, 
such  that  j»  tan  ^-^  tan <^  =  /t,  (i8) 

where  /?,  ^,  k  are  constants,  what  is  the  surface-locus  of  the  line 
of  intersection  of  the  planes  ? 

It  is  at  once  obvious  that  it  is  a  cone  of  the  second  degree. 
Hence  all  the  screws  reciprocal  to  a  given  cylindroid  that  can  be 
drawn  through  a  given  point  lie  on  a  cone  of  the  second  degree. 
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(A  simple  geometrical  proof  of  this  theorem  is  given  by 
Sir  R.  Ball,  Theory  of  Seretcs^  p.  23.  We  have  thought  it  advisable 
to  present  the  matter  in  a  different  light,  as  there  is  an  advantage 
in  looking  at  the  subject  from  different  points  of  view.) 

We  may  remark  that  if  the  two  planes  are  drawn  through 
the  two  lines  so  as  to  satisfy  the  equation 

jooot  d— g'cot^  =i, 
the  surface-locus  of  their  line  of  intersection  will  be  a  plane,  and 
we  have  thus  the  extension  of  the  useful  'cotangent  formula'  of 
Art.  35,  vol.  i 

By  what  precedes,  it  is  evident  that  this  cone  is  the  locus  of 
the  feet  of  perpendiculars  from  0  on  the  generators  of  the  cylin* 
droid,  because  every  screw  reciprocal  to  the  cylindroid  intersects 
the  surface  in  two  screws  of  pitch  equal  and  opposite  to  its  own, 
and  one  screw  at  right  angles. 

Hence  the  parallel  to  the  nodal  line  (axis  of  z)  of  the  cylin<* 
droid  drawn  through  any  point  0,  since  it  is  perpendicular  to 
a  generator,  must  belong  to  the  reciprocal  cone  drawn  from  0. 
Moreover  the  pitch  of  the  screw  whose  axis  is  this  line  is  so ; 
for  it  is  at  right  angles  to  every  screw  of.  the  cylindroid,  and 

when  »  =  -  while  h  is  not  zero  (Art.  221)  the  condition  of  reci- 
procity requires  the  sum  of  the  pitches  =  oo  ;  hence  the  pitch  of 
the  screw  through  0  parallel  to  the  nodal  line  =  oo. 

It  follows  that  on  the  reciprocal  cone  can  be  found  screws  of 
all  pitches  from  —  oo  to  +  oo  (while,  of  course,  the  pitches  on 
the  cylindroid  itself  range  from  p^  to  p^,  the  principal  pitches, 
Art.  219).  For,  every  two  screws  of  the  same  pitch  on  the 
cylindroid  are  intersected  by  some  generator  of  the  cone,  the 
pitch  of  which  is  equal  and  opposite  to  the  common  pitch  of 
these  two  screws.  Hence  the  two  screws  of  zero  pitch  (when 
they  exist,  Art.  219)  are  intersected  by  a  generator  of  zero  pitch 
on  the  cone;,  and  we  have  just  seen  that  this  cone  has  also  a 
generator  of  infinite  pitch. 

234.]  Beoiprocal  to  Complex  of  Third  Order.  We  shall 
notice,  finally,  the  screws  reciprocal  to  a  complex  of  the  third 
order  which  can  be  drawn  through  any  point,  0.  This  number 
is  tiree,  as  is  thus  shown.  It  is  sufiicient  to  take  any  three 
screws,  o,  ft  y,  of  the  given  complex,  and  to  find  the  reciprocals 
to  these.     Draw  the   cylindroid  (a,  j8);    then   all  the   screws 
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through  0  reciprocal  to  a  and  /3  form  a  cone  of  the  second 
degree ;  and  observe  that  one  generator  of  this  cone  is  the  per- 
pendicular from  0  on  ^,  Again,  draw  the  cylindroid  (/3,  y) ; 
then  all  the  screws  through  0  reciprocal  to  0  and  y  form  another 
cone  of  the  second  degree,  and  one  generator  of  it  also  is  the 
perpendicular  from  0  on  fi.  These  cones,  having  the  same 
vertex,  intersect  in  four  right  lines,  one  of  which  we  know — 
viz.  the  perpendicular  from  0  on  /3.  The  screws  reciprocal  to 
a,  J3,  and  y  must  lie  on  these  common  lines  of  intersection. 
But  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  common  generator,  which  is  the 
perpendicular  from  0  on  jQ,  is  not  relevant.  For,  whatever  screw 
y  may  be,  the  pitch  of  the  screw  on  this  perpendicular  is  fixed^ 
viz.  (see  Art.  233)  a  pitch  equal  and  opposite  to  the  pitches  of 
the  two  screws  on  the  cylindroid  (a,  ^),  other  than  /9,  which  it 
intersects.  Since,  then,  y  may  be  any  screw  whatever,  it  cannot 
be  restricted  to  being  reciprocal  to  the  screw  on  the  perpendicular 
from  0  on  jQ. 

For  a  different  proof  that  only  three  screws  reciprocal  to  a 
complex  of  the  third  order  can  be  drawn  from  a  given  point  see 
Bairs  Theory  of  Screws,  p.  122. 

Examples. 

1.  The  sum  of  the  pitches  of  the  two  screws  which  pass  through 
any  point  on  the  axis  of  a  cylindroid  is  constant. 

2.  A  cubical  block  (represented  by  Fig.  228)  is  free  to  twist  about 
its  diagonal  0(/;  determine  a  wrench— 

(a)  about  AB, 

(&)  about  AD, 

80  that  the  block  may  be  in  equilibrium. 

Ans,  In  (a)  the  wrench  is  one  of  infinite  pitch,  i.e.  a  couple  about 
AB,  In  (6)  the  pitch  of  the  screw  on  Off  being  /?,  that  of  the  screw  on 
AD  is  a—/),  where  a  is  the  length  of  an  edge  of  the  block,  so  that 
the  wrench  is  [P,  («—/>)  P],  where  -P  is  a  force  of  any  magnitude. 

3.  A  right  cone  is  capable  of  twisting  about  a  screw  coincident 
with  one  of  its  generating  Hues;  find  the  wrench  about  a  given 
diameter  of  its  base  which  will  keep  it  in  equilibrium. 

iln«.  If  the  axis  of  the  given  screw  of  twist  (pitch  />)  is  BA, 
where  B  is  the  vertex  and  A  a  point  on  the  circumference  of  the  base, 
0  the  centre  of  the  base,  OF  the  radius  of  the  base  about  which  the 
wrench  is  to  take  place,  F  being  on  the  circumference  of  the  base, 
LFOA  =  d,  c  =  height  of  cone,  lie  required  wrench  is 

[P,-(p  +  ctand)P]. 
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4.  A  body  which  has  freedom  of  the  second  order  is  acted  upon — 

(a)  by  a  single  force, 
(&)  by  a  single  couple ; 
what  is  the  condition  of  equilibrium  1 

Ans.  In  case  (a)  the  line  of  action  of  the  force  must  intersect 
both  the  screws  of  zero  pitch  on  the  cylindroid  which  defines  the 
possible  motions  of  the  body ;  and  in  (h)  the  axis  of  the  couple  must 
be  parallel  to  the  nodal  line  of  the  cylindroid. 

5.  At  a  given  point,  0,  are  compounded  three  wrenches  of  fixed 
pitches,  a,  6,  e,  along  three  fixed  rectangular  lines,  Ox,  Oy,  Oz ;  the 
intensities  of  these  wrenches  being  all  varied  in  any  manner,  find  the 
surface-locus  traced  out  by  the  Poinsot  centre. 

Ans,  Its  equation  is 

a^  y*  a"  xi/z  "" 

The  section  of  this  surface  by  any  plane  through  any  axis  of  co- 
ordinates is  an  ellipse  (and  the  axis  itself).  The  force  and  the 
principal  couple  at  O  are  always  related  thus — the  force  being  a 
central  radius  vector  of  a  fixed  ellipsoid,  the  axis  of  the  principal 
couple  coincides  in  direction  with  the  central  perpendicular  on  the 
tangent  plane  to  this  ellipsoid  at  the  extremity  of  the  radius  vector, 
and  varies  inversely  as  this  perpendicular. 

6.  The  axes  of  three  coplanar  screws  of  pitches  Pat  Pfit  Py  fo'*'^  & 
triangle  whose  sides  are  a,  6,  c,  respectively ;  prove  that  the  pitches 
of  the  two  screws  (other  than  that  perpendicular  to  their  plane) 
which  can  be  drawn  through  any  point,  0,  in  their  plane  and  reci- 
procal io  them  are  the  roots  of  the  equation 

ap  bg  cr 

«+/>«       X-\-J}^      ^-^Py 

where  />,  9,  r  are  the  perpendiculars  from  0  on  the  sides  a,  h,  e  (all 
reckoned  positive  when  0  is  inside  the  triangle). 

(It  is,  of  course,  evident  that  any  screw  of  infinite  pitch  per- 
pendicular to  their  plane  is  reciprocal  to  all  three.) 

7.  Find  the  directions  of  the  two  reciprocal  screws  at  0  in  the 
last  problem. 

8.  In  a  screw  complex  of  the  fourth  order  show  that  all  screws  of 
given  pitch  must  intersect  two  fixed  right  lines. 

(Com^ider  the  reciprocal  cylindroid;  take  the  two  screws  on  it 
whose  pitches  have  the  given  value  with  contrary  sign.) 

9.  Show  that  in  a  screw  complex  of  the  fourth  order  the  locus  of 
those  screws  which  are  parallel  to  a  given  line  is  a  plane.  (Ball, 
Theory  of  Screws,  p.  146.) 

(Take  the  one  screw  on  the  reciprocal  cylindroid  which  is  per- 
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pendicular  to  the  given  direction ;  then  the  plane  through  this  screw 
parallel  to  the  given  direction  is  the  locus.) 

10.  Construct  the  cylindroid  reciprocal  to  four  screws  of  zero 
pitch. 

[Draw  the  two  lines  which,  as  we  shall  see  a  little  farther  on,  can 
be  drawn  to  intersect  all  the  four  given  screws ;  attribute  zero  pitch 
to  these  two,  and  construct  their  cylindroid.] 

11.  A  perfectly  free  body  is  acted  upon  by  five  given  forces,  show 
how  it  can  be  moved  in  a  particular  manner  in  such  a  way  that  no 
work  is  done  by  or  against  the  forces.  (Ball,  Theory  of  Screws, 
p.  162.) 

[Draw  the  cylindroid,  as  in  last  example,  for  any  four;  on  this 
cylindroid  find  the  screw  reciprocal  to  the  fifth;  this  is  the  single 
screw  (Art  224)  which  is  reciprocal  to  all  five ;  and  any  twist  on 
this  will  be  unaccompanied  by  work.] 

12.  A  perfectly  free  rigid  body  is  acted  upon  by  three  screws; 
what  are  the  conditions  of  equilibrium  ? 

Ans.  As  to  the  situations  of  the  screws,  they  must  be  co-cylin- 
droidal;  and  as  to  the  intensities  of  the  wrenches  on  them,  they 
must  satisfy  the  law  of  sines  (Art.  218). 

13.  For  the  same  case  what  are  the  conditions  of  equilibrium  of 
six  screws  and  of  seven  screws,  respectively  1 

Arts,  For  six,  the  screw  reciprocal  to  five  must  be  reciprocal  to 
the  sixth,  and  the  intensities  must  be  related.  For  Eeven,  there  is 
no  condition  as  to  the  positions  of  the  screws — the  only  condition  is 
a  relation  between  the  intensities  of  their  wrenches  (see  Art.  226). 

235.]  Theorem.  A  system  of  forces  can  be  reduced  to  two 
forces  in  an  infinite  number  of  ways.  For  they  can  be  reduced 
to  a  resultant  force,  72,  acting  at  any  point,  together  with  a 
couple.  Now  the  forces  of  the  couple  can  be  made  of  any  mag- 
nitude by  varying  its  arm ;  and  one  of  them  can  be  combined 
with  R,  There  will  then  remain  the  resultant  of  R  and  this 
force  together  with  the  remaining  force  of  the  couple.  There- 
fore, &c. 

Of  course  the  wrench  to  which  all  pairs  of  forces  equivalent 
to  a  given  force  system  reduce  is  unique ;  and  since  we  have 
shown  (Art.  221)  that  the  wrench  of  two  forces  takes  place 
about  a  screw  which  intersects  the  shortest  distance  between 
the  lines  of  action  of  the  two  forces,  we  see  that — Poinsofs  axis 
intersects  the  shortest  distance  between  the  lines  of  action  of  every 
pair  offerees  to  which  the  given  force  system  can  he  reduced. 

Suppose  that  AP  and  B^  (Fig.  237,  p.  18)  are  a  pair  of  forces 
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K 

to  wfaidi  a  giTen  (ccce  srsiem  can  be  rrfocrf^  mud  lel  /  =  -^^ 

=  the  pitch  ct  the  Poinsoc  seiev  to  whirii  thej  mie  eqiUTakiil^ 
nien  tiie  distsnce  (OJ)  of  cither  Hue  (jIP)  bom  the  IVnnsot 
mxis  is  the  product  of  the  |]«tch  mud  the  cotmngen^  et  the  in- 
dinmiion  of  the  other  line  (BQ)  to  the  Poinsol  mxisL 

For  if  ^  =  PJr^  ^  =■  qJb-y  sinee  Je  lepresents  Jl  mnd  Jm 
represents  Qi,  we hmve  K=i^.B  =:  Qidn^    Bot 

OB'' Pcos$'  k   ^      B      ' 

/.    A0xB=^Qicc6^; 

Similmily  BO  =  jicot  6. 

The  two  lines  of  mction,  JP,  ^Q,  of  mnr  pmir  of  forces  eqoi- 
▼mlent  to  a  given  wrench  mre  sometimes  cmlled  retipracai  iimet. 

They  possess  the  following  propertT — ^if  mnr  point.  5,  be 
tmken  on  either  line  {AP\  the  mxis  of  prineipml  moment  mt 
this  point  is  the  perpendicolmr  to  the  plmne  containing  <S  mnd 
the  other  line  (BQ). 

This  property  is  at  once  obvioos,  since  to  get  G,  the  mxis  of 
principal  moment  mt  S  (sapposed  on  AP)y  we  introduce  mt  5 
two  forces  eqoml  mnd  opposite  to  Q;  then  the  conple  Q  wi  B 
mnd  —  Q  mt  5  is  in  the  plane  of  S  and  BQ^  and  its  axis,  G,  is, 
of  coarse,  perpendicular  to  this  plane. 

The  relation  between  the  two  lines  is  thus  reciprocal,  so  that 
either  line  is  the  envelope  of  the  planes  of  principal  couples  at 
all  points  on  the  other  line. 

The  two  forces  P  and  Q  along  AP  and  AQ  may,  of  course, 
be  regarded  ss  two  wrenches  each  of  zero  pitch,  and  therefore  as 
determining  a  cylindroid.   If  in  Article  21 7  we  put/)#  =/)^  =  0^ 

we  find  /),  =  i  cot  -,  p^  =  —A  tan  -  ;    also  the   origin   of  the 

cylindroid  bisects  the  distance  ^,  and  its  axes  are  parallel  to 
the  internal  and  external  bisectors  of  the  angle  between  AP 
BQ.     The  equation  of  the  cylindroid  is 

^(«*+y*)— Ary  coseco)  =  0. 

The  two  principal  pitches  have  opposite  signs,  and  the  given 
forces  set  along  the  two  screws  of  zero  pitch  of  this  cylindroid. 
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236.]  Theorem.  When  a  system  of  forces  is  reduced  to 
a  pair  of  forces  represented  in  magnitudes  and  lines  of  action 
hy  two  right  lines,  the  volume  of  the  tetrahedron  formed  by 

these  lines  is  constant,  however  the  re- 
duction is  made. 

Let  the  system  of  forces  be  reduced 
to  P  and  Q,  and  let  these  be  supposed 
to  act  at  the  extremities,  A  and  B,  of 
the  shortest  distance  between  them. 
Now  to  get  the  force  and  couple  cor- 
\  qt  responding  to  the  origin  -4,  introduce 

pjg  3 .,  at  this  point  two  opposite  forces,  AQ 

and  A^\  each  equal  and  parallel  to  Q. 
Compounding  P  and  Q  we  get  the  resultant  force,  R\  and 
taking  the  forces  Q  at  ^  and  Q'  at  A  we  get  a  couple  whose  axis, 
AG,  is  at  right  angles  to  the  plane  QBA Q'  and  equal  to  Q .  AB. 
Since  AB  is  perpendicular  to  both  P  and  Q,  it  is  clear  that  AG 
is  in  the  plane  Q,AP  and  at  right  angles  to  AQ,. 
Now  since  (Art.  208)  ff  cos  0  =  JT,  we  have 

Q.AB.&inQAR-K. 

p 
But  sin  QAR  =  -^5  •  sin PAQ.     Hence 

P.Q.AB.sinPAQ  =K.R. 

Now  the  volume  of  the  tetrahedron  formed  by  the  lines  AP 
RudBQ 

=  i  area  ABQ  x  perpendicular  from  P  on  the  plane  ABQ  ; 

=  iBQ.ABxAP.BinPAQ; 

=z^P.Q.AB.smPAQ. 

Hence  if  A  denotes  the  volume  of  the  tetrahedron, 

A  =  JJT.TZ. 

This  theorem  has  been  proved  in  various  ways.  For  an 
elegant  demonstration  by  Mobius,  see  Crelles  Journal,  vol.  ivf 
p.  1 79,  or  Jullien's  Probl^mes  de  M^canique  Rationfielle,  vol.  i, 
p.  71. 

237.]  Symmetrical  Reduction  of  a  System  of  Forces.  A 
system  of  forces  can  be  reduced  to  two  forces  equal  in  magni- 
tude, equally  inclined  at  opposite  sides  to  Poinsot's  Axis,  and 
equally  distant  from  this  axis. 
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Sappoae  the  forces  repbced  br  R  aetiii^  alon^  Poiiisot*^  Axis, 

Or,  and  a  couple,  K.    Take  any  point.  (/  \  Fig.  2^6) ;  draw  (/O 

perpendicular  to  Oz  and  produce  i%  to  (/'so  that  (/O  =  OCT. 

Let  i?  acting*  at  0  be  replaced  by  |if  acting  at  O'and  \R  acting 

at  0^.    Also  let  the  forces  of  the  couple  act  at  O"  and  CT ;  for 

K 
this  pnrrose  these  forces  must  each  be  made  =  — —  9  x  beinir  0(/ 

Now  the  resultant  of  I  i?  and  -—  at  C^  is  a  force 

2* 


=  »a/*'*? 


acting  towards  the  right,  and  the  resoltant  of  |  i?  and  —  at  (/' 

is  a  force  of  the  same  magnitude  acting  towards  the  left  of  tbe 
figure. 

If  a>  is  the  angle  made  with  Poinsot's  Axis  by  these  new 
forces  at  (/  and  0",  ^ 

K         - 
If  we  choose  x  so  that  —  =  Vz  J?,  each  of  the  two  symmetrical 

X 

forces  is  eqoal  to  B,  and  they  are  inclined  at  an  angle  of  60""  to 
Poinsoi's  Axis. 

238.]  Analsrtioal  Condition  for  a  Single  Beanltant.  We 
have  just  seen  that  a  system  of  forces  acting  on  a  rigid  body  is, 
in  general,  equivalent  to  two  forces.  Let  the  forces  be  replaced 
by  a  single  resultant  force,  B,  acting  at  an  arbitrary  origin,  0, 
and  a  couple  G,  Now  the  direction-cosines  of  B  referred  to  axes 
Oxy  Oy,  and  Oz,  are  (Art.  206), 

2X      2F         ,2^ 


»  — 


and 


B        B       —     M  ' 
and  those  of  G  are 

G'    -G'    *°^    G* 
Hence,  if  ^  is  the  angle  between  G  and  iZ, 

,     jtsz  +  jfsr+A^sz 

cos*  = -^-^ (1) 

Now  if  the  resultant  couple  is  in  a  plane  containing  By  one 
of  its  forces  can  be  made  to  destroy  B,  and  there  will  remain 
a  single  force ;  but  if  G  and  B  are  not  at  right  angles  to  each 
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other,  the  system  of  forces  cannot  be  eqaivalent  to  a  single  force. 
The  required  condition  is,  therefore,  cos  <f>  =  0,  or 

lix+m:^  r-^N2Z  =  o,  (2) 

provided  that  2  Jt,  2  T,  and  2Z  do  not  all  vanish ;  for  if  they  do, 
B  will  also  vanish,  and  (j)  will  be  illusory.  In  fact,  in  this  case, 
since  i/,  My  and  N  alone  exist,  the  system  of  forces  is  equivalent 
to  a  couple. 

239.]  Theorem.  The  quantity  i  2  J + if  S  7+  iVS  Z  has  the 
same  value  for  all  systems  of  rectangular  axes  assumed  anywhere 
in  space. 

From  (1)  of  the  last  Art.,  it  =  -B .  (?  cos  0,  or  -B .  JT,  where  K 
is  Poinsot's  moment  (Art.  208). 

Hence,  if  this  quantity  vanishes  for  any  one  set  of  axes,  the 
force  and  the  axis  of  the  accompanying  couple  corresponding  to 
any  origin  are  at  right  angles. 

The  value  of  this  quantity  can  be  exhibited  in  another  form, 
which  also  shows  that  it  is  independent  of  any  particular  set  of 
axes. 

Substituting  for  L,  Jf,  and  N  the  values  (Art  206), 
2(^—  Yz),  &a,  the  expression  becomes 

•^(X^z^^Zj^x^  +  X^z^-Z^x^+  ...){T^+r^  + ...) 
+  {r^x^-X^^+r^x^^X^y^+  ...){Zj^  +  Z^+ ...); 

or,  substituting  for  X^,  Zj,  Z^, ...  in  terms  of  the  forces  Pj, ... 
and  their  direction-cosines, 

[Pj  (yi  cos  y^  - ;?!  cos /3i)  +  Pi  (^2  cos  72— ^2  cos /92)  +  •  •  •] 
X  (PiCOsai  +  P2COsa2+...)  +  &c  .... 

It  is  clear  at  once  that  the  terms  P^^,  P2^  •••  disappear^  and  the 
products  PjPgi  -^1  ^3>  •••  alone  remain. 

Collecting  the  coefiScient  of  P^Pg  as  a  typical  term,  we  have 

A  -^2  [(^1  -  ^2)  (cos  ^1  cos  ya — cos  y^  cos  P^ 
+  {yi  —y  2)  (cos  Yi  cos  aj — cos  ajL  cos  yg) 
+  (^1—^2)  (cos  a^  cos  )32— cos  /S^  cos  a^)]. 

Now  (see  Salmon's  Geometry  of  Three  Dimensione,  p.  31,  third 
edition,  or  Frost's  Solid  Geometry ,  p.  39)  if  (Pj,  Pg)  denotes  the 
angle  between   the  directions  of  the  forces  P^  and  P^,  the 
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qoantitj  in  bnu^kets  =  d^.mk(Pif  PJ,  d^  being  the  shortest 
distance  between  the  lines  of  action  of  the  forces^ 
Hence 

Z2  J+ J/2  7+ A2^r=2PiP,.rf^.  sin  (P„PJ.         (1) 

Again  (Art  236),  the  tenn  involving  ^1-^2  ^^  ^^  right  side 
of  (1)  denotes  six  times  the  tetrahedron  formed  by  P,  and  P, ; 
therefore  the  qoantity  on  the  left  side  is  equal  to  tut  timet  tAt 

turn  (with  tieirjuroper  tigiu)rftke  -^-- — '  tetrakedra  wkieh  cam  be 

formed  (nU  ef  ike  poire  of  limee  repreeeniing  ike  mforeee 

-» i»  -» If  •••  >  -*•• 

This  som  has,  of  course,  no  reference  to  any  set  of  axes,  and 
hence  the  necessarily  invariant  nature  of  L^X-\-M^  Y-^Nl^Z. 

With  regard  to  the  sign  to  hb  given  to  any  tetrahedron  of  the 
system,  we  define  that — 

TJke  moment  of  a  force  wUk  regard  to  a  line  it  the  component  cf 
the  force  perpendicular  to  tie  line  multiplied  by  the  thortett  dittanee 
between  the  force  and  the  line. 

Hence  P^.d^.an (P^,  PJ  is  the  moment  of  P^  about  the  line 
of  action  of  P,.  Now  to  determine  the  sign  which  must  be 
given  to  any  tetrahedron,  let  a  watch  be  placed  so  that  the 
direction  in  which  either  force  acts  passes  perpendicularly  from 
the  back  up  through  the  fisu^e  of  the  watch.  If  then  the  other 
force  tends  to  produce  rotation  in  the  sense  in  which  the 
hands  rotate,  the  tetrahedron  is  to  receive  a  negative  sign,  and 
if  the  rotation  is  the  other  way,  a  positive  sign. 

240.]  Conditions  of  Equilibrinm  of  a  Bigid  Body  acted  on 
by  any  Forces.  The  forces  having  been  reduced  to  a  resultant 
of  translation,  P,  acting  at  any  point,  together  with  a  corre- 
sponding couple,  (?,  since  a  force  and  a  couple  cannot  conjointly 
produce  equilibrium  ((<),  Art.  200)  it  is  necessary  that 

P  =  0  and  (?  =  0. 

Substituting  the  values  of  R  and  G  given  in  Art  206,  we  see 
that  these  two  are  equivalent  to  the  following  tix  conditions : 

SZ=0,     Sr=0,     2Z=0, 
isO,       if=0,      iV^=0, 

which  are  the  analytical  expressions  of  the  fact  that  theforeet 
mutt  have  no  component  along  any  line  and  no  moment  about  any 
aaeitn 
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233.]  Beoiprooal  of  a  Cylindroid.  Every  right  line,  in 
general,  meets  a  cylindroid  in  three  points,  throngh  each  of 
which  passes  a  screw  on  the  surface.  If  the  right  line  is  the  axis 
of  a  screw  reciprocal  to  the  cylindroid,  this  screw  (A)  is  reciprocal 
to  the  three  screws  which  it  thus  meets.  Bat  when  two  reci- 
procal screws  intersect,  we  must  have  (Art.  221)  either  the  sum 
of  their  pitches  equal  to  zero,  or  the  angle  between  them  a  right 
angle.  Now  it  is  impossible  that  the  pitches  of  all  three  screws 
on  the  cylindroid  should  be  equal,  because  from  Art.  219  we  see 
that  there  are  only  two  screws  on  the  sur&ce  which  have  the 
same  pitch.  Hence  the  screw  \  must  be  perpendicular  to  one  of 
the  screws  which  it  meets. 

Now  consider  all  the  screws  that  can  be  drawn  &om  a  given 
point,  0,  reciprocal  to  the  cylindroid.  It  will  (Art.  221)  be 
sufficient  to  make  these  screws  from  0  reciprocal  to  any  two 
screws  on  the  surface.  Through  0  draw  a  plane  perpendicular 
to  the  axis  of  the  cylindroid,  and  let  the  two  screws  at  the 
point  where  it  cuts  the  axis  be  a  and  ^.  Through  0  (Fig.  240) 
draw  OA  and  OB  parallel  to  a  and  /3,  and  OZ  parallel  to  the  axis 
of  the  cylindroid,  OP  and  OQ  being  the  directions  of  perpen- 
diculars from  0  on  a  and  /3,  respectively. 

Then  if  OL  is  the  axis  of  a  screw  reciprocal  to  a  and  to  /9,  we 
have  by  last  Art. 

Pk  +JPa  =  jo  tan  LP  A, 
A+/'^  =  ^tanZQ^, 

where  jp  and  q  are  the  lengths  of  the  perpendiculars  from  0  on 
a  and  /3. 

Hence  we  have 

p  tan  LPA  —  q  tan  LQA  =  p^—p^y  (a) 

so  that  the  line  OL  moves  subject  to  this  condition. 

The  problem  of  the  locus  of  OL  is  therefore  this — given  two 
intersecting  lines,  OP  and  OQ,  if  two  planes  are  drawn  through 
these  lines  making  angles  6  and  0  with  the  plane  of  OP  and  OQ, 
such  that  jotand-ytan4>  =  *,  (^8) 

where  p^  q,  k  are  constants,  what  is  the  surface-locus  of  the  line 
of  intersection  of  the  planes  ? 

It  is  at  once  obvious  that  it  is  a  cone  of  the  second  degree. 
Hence  all  the  screws  reciprocal  to  a  given  cylindroid  that  can  be 
drawn  through  a  given  point  lie  on  a  cone  of  the  second  degree. 
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(A  simple  geometrical  proof  of  this  theorem  is  given  by 
Sir  R.  Ball,  Theory  of  Screws,  p.  23.  We  have  thonght  it  advisable 
to  present  the  matter  in  a  different  light,  as  there  is  an  advantage 
in  looking  at  the  subject  from  different  points  of  view.) 

We  may  remark  that  if  the  two  planes  are  drawn  through 
the  two  lines  so  as  to  satisfy  the  equation 

jooot  d— g'cot^  =^, 
the  surface-locus  of  their  line  of  intersection  will  be  a  plane^  and 
we  have  thus  the  extension  of  the  useful  'cotangent  formula'  of 
Art.  35,  vol.  i 

By  what  precedes,  it  is  evident  that  this  cone  is  the  locus  of 
the  feet  of  perpendiculars  from  0  on  the  generators  of  the  cylin- 
droid,  because  every  screw  reciprocal  to  the  cylindroid  intersects 
the  surface  in  two  screws  of  pitch  equal  and  opposite  to  its  own, 
and  one  screw  at  right  angles. 

Hence  the  parallel  to  the  nodal  line  (axis  of  z)  of  the  cylin<* 
droid  drawn  through  any  point  0,  since  it  is  perpendicular  to 
a  generator,  must  belong  to  the  reciprocal  cone  drawn  from  0. 
Moreover  the  pitch  of  the  screw  whose  axis  is  this  line  is  so ; 
for  it  is  at  right  angles  to  every  screw  of.  the  cylindroid,  and 

when  »  =  o  while  A  is  not  zero  (Art.  221)  the  condition  of  reci- 
procity requires  the  sum  of  the  pitches  =  oo  ;  hence  the  pitch  of 
the  screw  through  0  parallel  to  the  nodal  line  =  oo. 

It  follows  that  on  the  reciprocal  cone  can  be  found  screws  of 
all  pitches  from  —  oo  to  +  oo  (while,  of  course,  the  pitches  on 
the  cylindroid  itself  range  from  j)y  to  /?„  the  principal  pitches, 
Art.  219).  For,  every  two  screws  of  the  same  pitch  on  the 
cylindroid  are  intersected  by  some  geuerator  of  the  cone,  the 
pitch  of  which  is  equal  and  opposite  to  the  common  pitch  of 
these  two  screws.  Hence  the  two  screws  of  zero  pitch  (when 
they  exist,  Art.  219)  are  intersected  by  a  generator  of  zero  pitch 
on  the  cone ;,  and  we  have  just  seen  that  this  cone  has  also  a 
generator  of  infinite  pitch. 

234.]  Beciprocal  to  Complex  of  Third  Order.  We  shall 
notice,  finally,  the  screws  reciprocal  to  a  complex  of  the  third 
order  which  can  be  drawn  through  any  point,  0.  This  number 
is  lAree^  as  is  thus  shown.  It  is  sufiicient  to  take  any  three 
screws,  a,  ft  y,  of  the  given  complex,  and  to  find  the  reciprocals 
to  these.     Draw  the  cylindroid  (a,  j8);    then   all  the   screws 


40  NON-COPLANAE  FOECES.  [234. 

through  0  reciprocal  to  a  and  /3  form  a  cone  of  the  second 
degree ;  and  observe  that  one  generator  of  this  cone  is  the  per- 
pendicular from  0  on  /3.  Again,  draw  the  cylindroid  (/3,  y); 
then  all  the  screws  through  0  reciprocal  to  fi  and  y  form  another 
cone  of  the  second  degree,  and  one  generator  of  it  also  is  the 
perpendicular  from  0  on  /^.  These  cones,  having  the  same 
vertex,  intersect  in  four  right  lines,  one  of  which  we  know — 
viz.  the  perpendicular  from  0  on  /3.  The  screws  reciprocal  to 
o,  jS,  and  y  must  lie  on  these  common  lines  of  intersection. 
But  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  common  generator,  which  is  the 
perpendicular  from  0  on  /3,  is  not  relevant.  For,  whatever  screw 
y  may  be,  the  pitch  of  the  screw  on  this  perpendicular  is  fixed, 
viz.  (see  Art.  233)  a  pitch  equal  and  opposite  to  the  pitches  of 
the  two  screws  on  the  cylindroid  (a,  yS),  other  than  ^,  which  it 
intersects.  Since,  then,  y  may  be  any  screw  whatever,  it  cannot 
be  restricted  to  being  reciprocal  to  the  screw  on  the  perpendicular 
from  0  on  ^. 

For  a  different  ^roof  that  only  three  screws  reciprocal  to  a 
complex  of  the  third  order  can  be  drawn  from  a  given  point  see 
Bairs  Theory  of  Screws,  p.  122. 

Examples. 

1.  The  sum  of  the  pitches  of  the  two  screws  which  pass  through 
any  point  on  the  axis  of  a  cylindroid  is  constant. 

2.  A  cubical  block  (represented  by  Fig.  228)  is  free  to  twist  about 
its  diagonal  0(/]  determine  a  wrench— 

(a)  about  ABy 

{b)  about  ADy 

so  that  the  block  may  be  in  equilibrium. 

Ans,  In  (a)  the  wrench  is  one  of  infinite  pitch,  i.e.  a  couple  about 
AB,  In  (6)  the  pitch  of  the  screw  on  0(/  being  p,  that  of  the  screw  on 
AD  is  a—pf  where  a  is  the  length  of  an  edge  of  the  block,  so  that 
the  wrench  is  [P,  {a—p)  P],  where  P  is  a  force  of  any  magnitude. 

3.  A  right  cone  is  capable  of  twisting  about  a  screw  coincident 
with  one  of  its  generating  lines;  find  the  wrench  about  a  given 
diameter  of  its  base  which  will  keep  it  in  equilibrium. 

Ans,  If  the  axis  of  the  given  screw  of  twist  (pitch  p)  is  BA, 
where  B  is  the  vertex  and  A  a  point  on  the  circumference  of  the  base, 
0  the  centre  of  the  base,  OP  the  radius  of  the  base  about  which  the 
wrench  is  to  take  place,  P  being  on  the  circumference  of  the  base, 
IPO  A  =  ^,  c  =  height  of  cone,  the  required  wrench  is 

[P,-(p  +  ctan^)P]. 
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4.  A  body  which  has  freedom  of  the  second  order  is  acted  npon — 

(a)  hj  a  single  force, 
(6)  by  a  single  couple ; 
what  is  the  condition  of  eqailibrium  ? 

Ans.  In  case  (a)  the  line  of  action  of  the  force  most  intersect 
both  the  screws  of  zero  pitch  on  the  cylindroid  which  defines  the 
possible  motions  of  the  body ;  and  in  {h)  the  axis  of  the  couple  must 
be  parallel  to  the  nodal  line  of  the  cylindroid. 

5.  At  a  given  point,  0,  are  compounded  three  wrenches  of  fixed 
pitches,  a,  6,  e,  along  three  fixed  rectangular  lines,  Ox,  Oy,  Oz ;  the 
intensities  of  these  wrenches  being  all  varied  in  any  manner,  find  the 
surface-locus  traced  out  by  the  Poinsot  centre. 

AnB,  Its  equation  is 

h—c     c— a      a— 6      a—h,h^c,c—a 

a:*  y*  «"  xyz  "" 

The  section  of  this  surface  by  any  plane  through  any  axis  of  co- 
ordinates is  an  ellipse  (and  the  axis  itself).  The  force  and  the 
principal  couple  at  0  are  always  related  thus — the  force  being  a 
centrsd  radius  vector  of  a  fixed  ellipsoid,  the  axis  of  the  principal 
couple  coincides  in  direction  with  the  central  perpendicular  on  the 
tangent  plane  to  this  ellipsoid  at  the  extremity  of  the  radius  vector, 
and  varies  inversely  as  this  perpendicular, 

6.  The  axes  of  three  coplanar  screws  of  pitches  Pat  Ppy  Py  ^oi*™  & 
triangle  whose  sides  are  a,  6,  c,  respectively ;  prove  that  the  pitches 
of  the  two  screws  (otlier  than  that  perpendicular  to  their  plane) 
which  can  be  drawn  through  any  point,  0,  in  their  plane  and  reci- 
procal to  them  are  the  roots  of  the  equation 

ap  hg  cr 

—r-  +— r-+-i — =  0, 

«+JPa      ^+Pfi      ^-^Py 

where  />,  9,  r  are  the  perpendiculars  from  0  on  the  sides  a,  6,  e  (all 
reckoned  positive  when  0  is  inside  the  triangle). 

(It  is,  of  course,  evident  that  any  screw  of  infinite  pitch  per- 
pendicular to  their  plane  is  reciprocal  to  all  three.) 

7.  Find  the  directions  of  the  two  reciprocal  screws  at  0  in  the 
last  problem. 

8.  In  a  screw  complex  of  the  fourth  order  show  that  all  screws  of 
given  pitch  must  intersect  two  fixed  right  lines. 

(Consider  the  reciprocal  cylindroid;  take  the  two  screws  on  it 
whose  pitches  have  the  given  value  with  contrary  sign.) 

9.  Show  that  in  a  screw  complex  of  the  fourth  order  the  locus  of 
those  screws  which  are  parallel  to  a  given  line  is  a  plane.  (Ball, 
Theory  of  Screws,  p.  146.) 

(Take  the  one  screw  on  the  reciprocal  cylindroid  which  is  per- 
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pendicular  to  the  given  direction ;  then  the  plane  through  this  screw 
parallel  to  the  given  direction  is  the  locus.) 

10.  Construct  the  cylindroid  reciprocal  to  four  screws  of  zero 
pitch. 

[Draw  the  two  lines  which,  as  we  shall  see  a  little  farther  on,  can 
be  drawn  to  intersect  all  the  four  given  screws ;  attribute  zero  pitch 
to  these  two,  and  construct  their  cylindroid.] 

11.  A  perfectly  free  body  is  acted  upon  by  five  given  forces,  show 
how  it  can  be  moved  in  a  particular  manner  in  such  a  way  that  no 
work  is  done  by  or  against  the  forces.  (Ball,  Theory  of  Screws^ 
p.  152.) 

[Draw  the  cylindroid,  as  in  last  example,  for  any  four;  on  this 
cylindroid  find  the  screw  reciprocal  to  the  fifth;  tMs  is  the  single 
screw  (Art.  224)  which  is  reciprocal  to  all  five ;  and  any  twist  on 
this  will  be  unaccompanied  by  work.] 

12.  A  perfectly  free  rigid  body  is  acted  upon  by  three  screws; 
what  are  the  conditions  of  equilibrium  ? 

Ans,  As  to  the  situations  of  the  screws,  they  must  be  co-cylin- 
droidal;  and  as  to  the  intensities  of  the  wrenches  on  them,  they 
must  satisfy  the  law  of  sines  (Art.  218). 

13.  For  the  same  case  what  are  the  conditions  of  equilibrium  of 
six  screws  and  of  seven  screws,  respectively  ? 

Ana.  For  six,  the  screw  reciprocal  to  five  must  be  reciprocal  to 
the  sixth,  and  the  intensities  must  be  related.  For  seven,  there  is 
no  condition  as  to  the  positions  of  the  screws — the  only  condition  is 
a  relation  between  the  intensities  of  their  wrenches  (see  Art.  226). 

235.]  Theorem.  A  system  of  forces  can  be  reduced  to  two 
forces  in  an  infinite  number  of  ways.  For  they  can  be  reduced 
to  a  resultant  force,  R,  acting  at  any  point,  together  with  a 
couple.  Now  the  forces  of  the  couple  can  be  made  of  any  mag* 
nitude  by  varying  its  arm  ;  and  one  of  them  can  be  combined 
with  R,  There  will  then  remain  the  resultant  of  R  and  this 
force  together  with  the  remaining  force  of  the  couple.  There- 
fore, &c. 

Of  course  the  wrench  to  which  all  pairs  of  forces  equivalent 
to  a  given  force  system  reduce  is  unique ;  and  since  we  have 
shown  (Art.  221)  that  the  wrench  of  two  forces  takes  place 
about  a  screw  which  intersects  the  shortest  distance  between 
the  lines  of  action  of  the  two  forces,  we  see  that — Poinaot^a  axis 
interaecta  the  ahorteat  diatance  between  the  linea  of  action  of  every 
pair  offorcea  to  which  the  given  force  ayatem  can  he  reduced. 

Suppose  that  AP  and  BQ,  (Fig.  237,  p.  18)  are  a  pair  of  forces 
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to  which  a  given  force  sjstem  can  be  redaced,  and  let  j9  =  -^ 

s  the  pitch  of  the  Foinsot  screw  to  which  they  are  equii^lent. 
Then  the  distance  {OA)  of  either  line  {AF)  from  the  Foinsot 
axis  is  the  product  of  the  pitch  and  the  cotangent  of  the  in- 
clination of  the  other  line  {BQ)  to  the  Foinsot  axis. 

For  if  ^  =  PAf^  <l>  =  qAr,  since  Ac  represents  K  and  An 
represents  QA,  we  have  K  =  js  .R  =i  Q^  sin  ^.     But 

^0_Qcos<^^        ^     AO_Q_cosiP^ 

/.    AOxR  =  Q^cos^  ; 
/.    AO  =  J)  cot  (l>. 
Similarly  £0  =  jo  cot  ft 

The  two  lines  of  action^  AP,  BQ,  of  any  pair  of  forces  equi- 
valent to  a  given  wrench  are  sometimes  called  reciprocal  lines. 

They  possess  the  following  property — ^if  any  point,  5,  be 
taken  on  either  line  {AP),  the  axis  of  principal  moment  at 
this  point  is  the  perpendicular  to  the  plane  containing  S  and 
the  other  line  (BQ). 

This  property  is  at  once  obvious,  since  to  get  G,  the  axis  of 
principal  moment  at  S  (supposed  on  AP),  we  introduce  at  S 
two  forces  equal  and  opposite  to  Q ;  then  the  couple  Q  at  ^ 
and  —  Q  at  i$  is  in  the  plane  of  S  and  BQ,  and  its  axis,  G,  is, 
of  course,  perpendicular  to  this  plane. 

The  relation  between  the  two  lines  is  thus  reciprocal,  so  that 
either  line  is  the  envelope  of  the  planes  of  principal  couples  at 
all  points  on  the  other  line. 

The  two  forces  P  and  Q  along  AP  and  AQ  may,  of  course, 
be  regarded  as  two  wrenches  each  of  zero  pitch,  and  therefore  as 
determining  a  cylindroid.   If  in  Article  21 7  we  put  jo^  =  jo^  =  o, 

we  find  p^  =  A  cot  -,  />,  =  —A  tan  -  ;    also   the   origin   of  the 

cylindroid  bisects  the  distance  A,  and  its  axes  are  parallel  to 
the  internal  and  external  bisectors  of  the  angle  between  AP 
BQ.     The  equation  of  the  cylindroid  is 

z{a^'\-y^)-'hxy  cosec  o)  =  0. 

The  two  principal  pitches  have  opposite  signs,  and  the  given 
forces  act  along  the  two  screws  of  zero  pitch  of  this  cylindroid* 
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236.]  Theorem.  When  a  system  of  forces  is  redaced  to 
a  pair  of  forces  represented  in  magnitudes  and  lines  of  action 
by  two  right  lines,  the  volume  of  the  tetrahedron  formed  by 

these  lines  is  constant,  however  the  re- 
Q\  duction  is  made. 

\  Let  the  system  of  forces  be  reduced 

...-''  to  P  and  Q,  and  let  these  be  supposed 

,-'**  to  act  at  the  extremities,  A  and  B^  of 

the    shortest    distance    between   them. 
Now  to  get  the  force  and  couple  cor- 
\  Q»  responding  to  the  origin  A^  introduce 

pijg  2 .,  at  this  point  two  opposite  forces,  AQ 

and  AQ\  each  equal  and  parallel  to  Q. 
Compounding  P  and  Q  we  get  the  resultant  force,  R\  and 
taking  the  forces  Q  at  ^  and  Q'  at  A  we  get  a  couple  whose  axis, 
AG,  is  at  right  angles  to  the  plane  QBA  Q'  and  equal  to  Q  .  AB, 
Since  AB  is  perpendicular  to  both  P  and  Q,  it  is  clear  that  AG 
is  in  the  plane  QAP  and  at  right  angles  to  AQ,. 
Now  since  (Art.  208)  6  cos  0  =  JT,  we  have 

q.AB.HmQAR^K. 

But  sin  QAR  =  ^  .  sin  PAO.     Hence 

P.Q.AB.BinPAQ  =:K.R. 

Now  the  volume  of  the  tetrahedron  formed  by  the  lines  AP 
and^Q 

=  i  area  ABQ  x  perpendicular  from  P  on  the  plane  ABQ  ; 
=  iBQ.ABxAP.BinPAQ; 
=  ^  P.Q.AB.BinPAQ. 
Hence  if  A  denotes  the  volume  of  the  tetrahedron, 

A  =  j.jr.5. 

This  theorem  has  been  proved  in  various  ways.  For  an 
elegant  demonstration  by  Mobius,  see  Crelle's  Journal,  vol.  iv^ 
p.  1 79,  or  Jullien's  Problime^  de  MScanique  Rationfielle,  vol.  i, 
p.  71. 

237.]  Symmetrical  Reduction  of  a  System  of  Forces.  A 
system  of  forces  can  be  reduced  to  two  forces  equal  in  magni- 
tude, equally  inclined  at  opposite  sides  to  Poinsot's  Axis,  and 
equally  distant  from  this  axis. 
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Suppose  the  forces  replaced  by  R  actings  along  Poinsot's  Axis^ 
0^,  and  a  couple,  K.  Take  any  point,  C  (Fig.  236) ;  draw  CO 
perpendicular  to  Oz  and  produce  it  to  0"  so  that  CO  =  OC 
Let  S  acting  at  0  be  replaced  by  ^22  acting  at  C  and  ^R  acting 
at  C.     Also  let  the  forces  of  the  couple  act  at  C  and  C ;  for 

this  purpose  these  forces  must  each  be  made  =  — — » «  being  OC/^ 

Now  the  resultant  oi\R  and  --  at  C  is  a  force 

2x 


=  W^^^ 


acting  towards  the  right,  and  the  resultant  of  ^  i2  and  —  at  C 

is  a  force  of  the  same  magnitude  acting  towards  the  left  of  tbe 

figure. 

K  0)  is  the  angle  made  with  Poinsot's  Axis  by  these  new 

forces  at  C  and  C^  jf 

t8na,  =  ^. 

K  — 

If  we  choose  x  so  that  —  =  -/S  R,  each  of  the  two  symmetrical 

X 

forces  is  equal  to  R,  and  they  are  inclined  at  an  angle  of  60°  to 
Poinsot's  Axis. 

238.]  Analytical  Condition  for  a  Single  Resultant.  We 
have  just  seen  that  a  system  of  forces  acting  on  a  rigid  body  is, 
in  general,  equivalent  to  two  forces.  Let  the  forces  be  replaced 
by  a  single  resultant  force,  -ff,  acting  at  an  arbitrary  origin,  0, 
and  a  couple  0.  Now  the  direction-cosines  of  R  referred  to  axes 
Ox,  (hfy  and  Oz,  are  (Art.  206), 

2Z      2F         ,    2J? 
-R'    -R'    ^^-r'^ 
and  those  of  G  are 

-G'    W    '"'^  -6' 
Hence,  if  ^  is  the  angle  between  G  and  B, 

COB*  = ^^ (1) 

Now  if  the  resultant  couple  is  in  a  plane  containing  R,  one 
of  its  forces  can  be  made  to  destroy  R,  and  there  will  remain 
a  single  force ;  but  if  6  and  R  are  not  at  right  angles  to  each 
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other,  the  Bystem  of  forces  cannot  be  equivalent  to  a  single  force. 
The  required  condition  is,  therefore,  cos  ^  =  0,  or 

Z2X+if2  r+N^Z  =  0,  (2) 

jfMravided  that  2X,  2  Z,  and  1,Z  do  not  all  vanish  ;  for  if  they  do, 
R  will  also  vanish,  and  0  will  be  illusory.  In  fact,  in  this  case, 
since  i/,  Jf,  and  N  alone  exist,  the  system  of  forces  is  equivalent 
to  a  couple. 

239.]  Theorem.  The  quantity  i  2  J + if  2  7+  JV2  Z  has  the 
same  value  for  all  systems  of  rectangular  axes  assumed  anywhere 
in  space. 

From  (1)  of  the  last  Art.,  it  =  iZ .  G cos 0,  or  R,K^  where  K 
is  Foinsot's  moment  (Art.  208). 

Hence,  if  this  quantity  vanishes  for  any  one  set  of  axes,  the 
force  and  the  axis  of  the  accompanying  couple  corresponding  to 
any  origin  are  at  right  angles. 

The  value  of  this  quantity  can  be  exhibited  in  another  form, 
which  also  shows  that  it  is  independent  of  any  particular  set  of 
axes. 

Substituting  for  L,  if,  and  N  the  values  (Art  206), 
2(^—  Yz)y  &C.,  the  expression  becomes 

+  (7ia?i-Xiyi+72a?2--3f2y2+...)(^i  +  ^j  +  ...); 

or,  substituting  for  Z^,  7^,  ^^, ...  in  terms  of  the  forces  P^, ... 
and  their  direction-cosines, 

[Pi  (yi  cos  71  -z^  cos  ^1)  +  Pj  (^2  cos  y2— ^'2  cos  /Sg)  + . . .] 

X  (Pi  cos  Oi  +  P2  COS  a2  +...)  +  &C.  ... . 

It  is  clear  at  once  that  the  terms  Pi^,  P^y*  disappear,  and  the 
products  P1P2,  Pi  P3, ...  alone  remain. 

Collecting  the  coefficient  of  P1P2  as  a  typical  term,  we  have 

A  -^2  [K  -  ^2)  (<^os  ^1  cos  72 — cos  Vi  cos  P^ 

+  (^1  - 5^2)  (cos  Vi  cos  02  -  cos  Ci  COS  72) 
+  {z^  —  Zg)  (cos  Oi  COS  ^2— COS  /3i  COS  02)]. 

Now  (see  Salmon's  Geometry  of  Three  DtmeTisions,  p.  31,  third 
edition,  or  Frost's  Solid  Geometry ^  p.  39)  if  (Pi,  P2)  denotes  the 
angle  between   the  directions  of  the  forces  P^  and  P^^  the 
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quantity  in  brackets  =  d^.sin (P^,  P^,  d^^  being  the  shortest 
distance  between  the  lines  of  action  of  the  forces. 

Hence 

Z2J+lf2  7+JV2^=2PiP2.rfi,.sin(Pi,P,).         (1) 

Again  (Art  236),  the  term  involving  P1P2  on  the  right  side 
of  (1)  denotes  six  times  the  tetrahedron  formed  by  P^  and  P,; 
therefore  the  quantity  on  the  left  side  is  equal  to  six  times  the 

SUM  (viti  tieir  jsroper  sigfui)cfthe  -^-— — '  tetrahedra  which  can  he 

formed  out  qfthejMtrs  0/  lines  representing  the  n  forces 

P    P  P 

This  sum  has,  of  course,  no  reference  to  any  set  of  axes,  and 
hence  the  necessarily  invariant  nature  of  £2Z+ ATS  Y+N^Z. 

With  regard  to  the  sign  to  b^  given  to  any  tetrahedron  of  the 
system,  we  define  that — 

The  moment  of  a  force  with  regard  to  a  line  is  the  component  of 
the  force  perpendicular  to  the  line  multiplied  hy  the  shortest  distance 
between  the  force  and  the  line. 

Hence  Pi-d^,  sin  (Pj,  P^)  is  the  moment  of  P^  about  the  line 
of  action  of  Pg.  Now  to  determine  the  sign  which  must  be 
given  to  any  tetrahedron,  let  a  watch  be  placed  so  that  the 
direction  in  which  either  force  acts  passes  perpendicularly  from 
the  back  up  through  the  £Eice  of  the  watch.  If  then  the  other 
force  tends  to  produce  rotation  in  the  sense  in  which  the 
hands  rotate,  the  tetrahedron  is  to  receive  a  negative  sign,  and 
if  the  rotation  is  the  other  way,  a  positive  sign. 

240.]  ConditionB  of  Equllibriam  of  a  Rigid  Body  aoted  on 
by  any  Forces.  The  forces  having  been  reduced  to  a  resultant 
of  translation,  72,  acting  at  any  point,  together  with  a  corre- 
sponding couple,  G,  since  a  force  and  a  couple  cannot  conjointly 
produce  equilibrium  ((<),  Art.  200)  it  is  necessary  that 

iZ  =  0  and  6  =  0. 

Substituting  the  values  of  R  and  G  given  in  Art.  206,  we  see 
that  these  two  are  equivalent  to  the  following  six  conditions : 

5;X=0,     517=0,     2^=0, 

Z  =  0,      if=0,      ivr=o, 

which  are  the  analytical  expressions  of  the  fact  that  the  forces 
must  have  no  component  along  any  line  and  no  moment  about  any 
axis. 
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241.]  Fartioular  Cases  of  Equilibrium,  (a)  Equilibrium  of 
three  forces.  WAen  three  forcee  keep  a  body  in  equilibrium^  their 
lined  of  action  must  be  coplanar  and  concurrent  (or  paraltel). 

For,  let  the  forces  be  P,  Q,  K  Then  the  sum  of  their 
moments  about  every  right  line  =  0.  Take  any  point,  jo,  on  P, 
and  from  it  draw  a  line  meeting  Q — in  q,  supposa 

Since  the  sum  of  moments  about  the  line  pq  must  be  zero,  and 
since  the  moments  of  P  and  Q  about  it  are  separately  zero,  this 
line  must  intersect  R — in  r,  suppose. 

Draw  another  line  through  p  meeting  Q  in  / ;  then,  as  before, 
this  line  must  meet  R — in  /,  suppose.  Now,  since  two  points 
on  each  of  the  lines  Q  and  R  lie  in  the  plane  determined  by  the 
lines  jpqr  and  i?//,  the  lines  Q  and  R  must  each  lie  wholly  in 
this  plane.  Again,  drawing  any  two  lines  whatever  across  Q 
and  JS,  these  must  both  be  intersected  by  P;  that  is,  P  must  lie 
in  the  plane  of  Q  and  R ;  hence  all  the  forces  are  coplanar. 

Finally,  taking  moments  about  the  point  (Art.  77)  of  inter- 
section of  Q  and  Ry  we  see  that  P  must  pass  through  this  point, 
and  be  equal  and  opposite  to  their  resultant.  If  Q  and  R  are 
parallel,  P  must  be  parallel  to  them,  and  eqoal  and  opposite  to 
their  resultant. 

^  The  case  of  Art.  19  is  therefore  the  only  case  of  equilibrium 
of  three  forces. 

(b)  Equilibrium  of  four  forces.  If  four  forces  keep  a  body  in 
equilibrium^  they  must  all  lie  on  the  same  hyperboloid  of  one  sheet, 

Ktly  three  non-intersecting  right  lines  determine  a  hyperbo- 
loid of  one  sheet,  because  a  surface  of  the  second  degree  requires, 
in  general,  nine  conditions  for  its  determination,  and  the  con- 
ditions that  any  one  given  right  line  {x  =i  az-\-m,  y  =  bz-\-n) 
should  lie  wholly  on  the  suriace  are  three  in  number ;  hence 
among  the  nine  unknown  coefficients  in  the  equation  of  the  sur- 
£ace  there  will  be  established  nine  (linear)  equations  if  three  given 
non-intersecting  lines  all  lie  on  it  The  surface  is  therefore 
determined. 

Describe  the  hyperboloid  determined  by  three  of  the  forces,  P, 
Q,  R ;  then  an  infinite  number  of  right  lines  can  be  drawn  to 
intersect  these  three,  and  all  such  lines  lie  on  the  hyperboloid  and 
constitute  one  system  of  its  generators,  while  P,  Q,  R  belong 
to  the  other  system  of  generators  (see  Salmon's  Geometry  of 
Three  Dimensions^  Chap.  VI).     Every  line  intersecting  P,  Q,  R 
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most,  since  the  sum  of  the  moments  of  the  foar  forces  aboat  it 
=  0,  also  intersect  the  fourth  force  S ;  hence  S  passes  through 
an  infinite  number  of  points  lying  on  the  hyperboloid^  which  is 
impossible  unless  S  lies  wholly  on  the  surface. 

The  given  forces,  therefore,  act  along  lines  which  are  all 
generators  of  the  same  system  of  the  same  hyperboloid. 

(c)  Equilibrium  of  five  forces.  If  five  forces  keep  a  body  in 
equUibriumy  their  lines  of  action  mast  intersect  two  right  lines.  If 
a  right  line  could  be  drawn  so  as  to  intersect  four  of  the  forces, 
it  would  have  to  intersect  the  fifth,  on  account  of  the  vanishing 
of  the  sum  of  the  moments  about  it. 

Now  two  right  lines  can,  in  general,  be  drawn  to  intersect 
any  four  non-intersecting  right  lines.  For,  let  the  four  lines 
be  denoted  by  P,  Q,  iZ,  S.  Construct  the  hyperboloid  deter- 
mined by  (P,  Q,  R\  and  also  the  hyperboloid  determined  by 
(P,  Q,  S).  These  hyperboloids  having  two  right  lines  for  a  part 
of  their  curve  of  intersection  will  have  two  other  right  lines  for 
the  remainder  of  the  curve.  For,  let  the  equations  of  the  line 
P  be  (a?  =  0,  y  =  0),  and  those  of  Q  be  (-gr  =  0,  w  =  O) ;  then 
the  equation  of  any  hyperboloid  containing  these  lines  is 

X  (mz-hj)w)  '\-y(lz  +  qw)  =  0  ; 
another  hyperboloid  containing  the  same  lines  is 

X  {w! z-\-p'v))  +y  (Yz  +  c[to)  =  0. 

Now  at  all  points  of  intersection  of  these  two  hyperboloids,  for 
which  X  and  y  do  not  both  vanish,  and  for  which  z  and  w  do  not 
both  vanish — i.e.  at  all  points  of  their  curve  of  intersection, 
excluding  the  points  on  the  two  common  generators — we  have 

mz-\-j[yw  __  Iz+qto 
miz  +  jd'«7  ^  tz-\- ^w 

This  equation,  being  homogeneous  in  z  and  f^,  denotes  two 
planes  passing  through  the  line  Q ;  but  any  plane  through  a 
generator  must  intersect  the  sur&ce  again  in  a  right  line  ; 
therefore  these  two  planes  cut  the  surface  in  two  right  lines, 
which  are  the  remaining  part  of  the  curve  of  intersection  of  the 
two  hyperboloids ;  and  each  of  them  intersects  the  generators 
(P,  Q,  R)  and  the  generators  (P,  Q,  S)  ;  i.  e.  each  intersects  the 
four  lines  P,  Q,  i2,  S.  Each  must,  therefore^  intersect  the  fifth 
force.     aE.D. 
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1.  A  rigid  body  is  acted  on  hj  forces  represented  in  magnitudes 
and  lines  of  action  by  the  sides  of  a  gauche  polygon  taken  in  order ; 
prove  that  the  forces  are  equivalent  to  a  couple,  and  that  the  sum  of 
their  moments  about  any  line  is  represented  by  double  the  area  of  the 
projection  of  the  polygon  on  a  plane  perpendicular  to  the  line. 

Let  the  forces  be  represented  by  the  lines  AB,  BCy  CjD,  ...(Fig.  24a), 

and  let  OQ  be  any  axis. 

On  the  axis  take  any  point,  0,  and  reduce  the  forces  to  a  resultant,  R, 

of  translation  at  this  point,  together  with  a  couple,  O  (Art.  206). 

This  is  done  by  introducing  at  0  two  forces 
parallel  and  equal  to  AB  in  opposed  direc- 
tions, two  equal  and  opposite  to  BC^  ftc 
Now  (Art.  199)  the  resultant  of  translation 
vanishes,  and  the  component  couples  are 
represented  by  double  the  areas  of  the  tri- 
angles OAB,  OBG,  &c.  If  the  axes  of  these 
couples  are  drawn  at  0,  the  sum  of  the 
moments  of  the  forces  about  OQ  will  be 
represented  by  the  sum  of  the  componmits  of 
the  axes  along  OQ ;  but  this  is  the  same  as 
double  the  sum  of  the  projections  of  the 

areas  of  the  triangles  on  a  plane  perpendicular  to  OQ ;  that  is,  the 

moment  about  OQ  is  represented  by  double  the  area  of  the  projection 

of  the  polygon  on  a  plane  perpendicular  to  OQ. 

Again,  since  O  is  the  greatest  moment  round  any  axis  through  0 

(Art.  206),  it  follows  that  the  axis  oi  the  resultant  couple  is  the  line 

perpendicular  to  the  plane  on  which  the  projected  area  of  the  polygon 

k  a  maximum. 

2.  When  the  resultant  of  translation  vanishes,  the  forces  will  be 
in  complete  equilibrium  if  the  sums  of  their  moments  round  any  three 
non-coplanar  axes  are  separately  equal  to  nothing. 

For  if  Z  be  the  moment  round  the  axis  of  x,  the  moment  L^,  round 
a  parallel  axis  through  the  point  (a,  /9,  y)  is  Z  +  yS  Y—P^Z.  Hence 
L^=  Z,  If=:M,  N'=i  N  \  and  since  the  moment  round  an  axis 
through  (a,  )3,  y)  making  angles  X,  fi,  v  with  the  axis  of  co-ordinates  is 
Z^co6X  +  i^'cos/ui+-^^cos  V,  it  follows  that  the  moments  round  all 
parallel  axes  are  equal.  For  the  three  axes  of  moments  we  may  take, 
therefore,  three  lines  through  the  origin  making  angles  (\,  Md  v^y 

(Xs9  fS*  ^s)>  ^^^  (^t«  Mi»  ^t)  ^^  ^^  ^^'^^  ^^  co-ordinates.    Suppose 
then  that 

Z  cos  Xj  +  if  cos  fij  +  iTcos  Vj  =  0, 


and 


ZcosX,4-ifcos/i2  +  ircosv,=  0, 
ZcosX,+ifcos/x,+'^cosv,  =  0. 
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These  require  either  that  Z  =  AT  =  i\r  =  0,  or 

cos\,,     cos  ft,,     cosy,     =0. 

cos  A,,       C0Sf4,      C081/, 

The  latter  coDdition  requires  that  the  three  axes  of  moments  be  in  one 
plane.  If  they  are  not  coplanar,  we  must  have  Z  =  Jf  =  iV  =  0,  i.e. 
the  forces  are  in  equilibrium. 

3.  A  tetrahedron  is  acted  on  by  forces  applied  perpendicularly  to 
the  faces  at  their  respective  centroids.  If  the  force  applied  to 
each  face  is  proportionsd  to  the  area  of  that  face,  prove  that  the 
tetrahedron  is  in  equilibrium,  the  forces  being  supposed  to  act  all 
inwards  or  all  outwards. 

Let  A,  Bj  C,  J)  he  the  vertices  of  the  tetrahedron,  and  denote  the 
areas  of  the  faces  opposite  these  vertices  by  ii^,  B^^C^^D^^  respectively. 

Denote  also  the  angle  between  the  faces  Ay^  and  B^  by  A^By  Then 
evidently  ^^  ^^  ^^ 

A^^^  B^  cos  A^B^  +  C7j  cos  A^C^  +  Z>i  cos  ilj  Z>i ; 

or,  if  the  forces  perpendicular  to  the  faces  are  denoted  by  P,  Q,  J?,  6', 

which  shows  that  there  is  no  resultant  force  in  a  direction  perpen- 
dicalar  to  the  face  A^ ;  similarly  there  is  no  resultant  force  in  direc- 
tions perpendicular  to  the  other  faces;  therefore  the  resultant  of 
translation  vanishes. 

To  show  that  there  is  no  resultant  couple,  let  each  force  be  replaced  by 
three  equal  forces  acting  at  the  angles  of  the  corresponding  face.  Thus 
the  force  P  is  to  be  replaced  by  three  forces  each  equal  to  \P  acting 
at  the  points  B,  C7,  D  perpendicularly  to  the  face  BCD,  Let  us 
calculate  the  sum  of  the  moments  of  the  forces  about  the  edge  BC. 
For  this  purpose,  let  the  forces  \  Q  and  ^  2?  at  2>  be  each  resolved  in 
the  direction  of  the  force  ^P  at  this  point,  i.e.  perpendicularly  to  the 
£iice  BCD,     Supposing  the  forces  to  act  outwards,  the  components  of 

\  Q  and  ^  R  are  —^  Q  ,cos  PQ  and  —^R .  cos  PR ;  therefore  the  sum 
of  the  moments  of  the  forces  at  D  about  BC  is  proportional  to 

{Ay— By, COS AyBy  —  Cy . COS AjC^p^, 

XV 

or  Dy.p^  ,   COS  A  ^Dyy 

XN. 

or,  again,  D^ ,  p ,  cot  A  ^Dy, 

j/  being  the  perpendicular  from  D  on  BC,  and  p  the  perpendicular 
from  D  on  the  base  ABC,    But  this  last  expression  is  three  times  the 

volume  of  the  tetrahedron  multiplied  by  cot  A^D^,  In  the  same  way, 
the  sum  of  the  moments  of  the  forces  at  A  is  represented  by  three 

times  the  volume  of  the  tetrahedron  multiplied  by  cot  A^D^ ;  and  as 
these  moments  are  in  opposite  senses,  the  forces  have  no  moment  round 

E  2 


52  NON-COPLANAE  FORCES.  [24I. 

the  edge  BC,  and  similarly  no  moment  ronnd  any  of  the  edges.    Hence 
by  the  last  example  they  are  in  equilibrium. 

For  another  simple  method  of  proof  see  Collignon's  SUUique,  p.  354. 

4.  Prove  that  a  solid  body  of  any  shape  is  in  equilibrium  if  it  is 
acted  on  throughout  its  surface  by  normal  forces,  each  force  being 
proportional  to  the  superficial  element  on  which  it  acts. 

One  very  simple  method  of  proof  consists  in  imagining  a  surface 
precisely  equal  and  similar  to  that  of  the  given  body  to  be  traced  out 
in  a  weightless  fluid  which  is  subject  to  any  pressure. 

5.  If  a  curved  surface  whose  edge  is  a  plane  curve  is  acted  on  all 
over  its  surface  by  normal  forces,  each  proportional  to  the  element  of 
surface  on  which  it  acts,  prove  that  these  forces  have  a  single  resultant 
if  they  all  act  towards  the  same  side  of  the  surface. 

6.  Forces  perpendicular  and  proportional  to  the  areas  of  the  faces 
act  at  the  centres  of  the  circles  circumscribing  the  faces  of  a  tetrahe- 
dron ;  prove  that  they  are  in  equilibrium,  if  they  all  act  inwards  or 
outwards. 

They  meet  in  the  centre  of  the  circumscribed  sphere.  The  proposi- 
tion is  evidently  true  also  for  any  polyhedron  bounded  by  triangular 
faces. 

Taking  the  results  of  this  example  and  example  3  together,  we  see 
that  forces  proportional  to  the  areas  and  perpendicular  to  them  are  in 
equilibrium  if  they  act  at  the  orthocentres  of  the  triangular  faces  of 
any  polyhedron. 

7.  Find  the  force  necessary  to  keep  a  heavy  door  in  a  given  position, 
the  hinge  line  being  inclined  to  the  vertical  and  the  hinges  smooth. 

Let  i  be  tlie  inclination  of  the  hinge  line  to  the  vertical,  and  a  the 
given  inclination  of  the  plane  of  the  door  to  the  vertical  plane  con- 
taining the  hinge  line.  Then  if  W  is  the  weight  of  the  door,  a  the 
distance  of  its  centre  of  gravity  from  the  hinge  line,  and  0  the  angle 
between  the  normal  to  the  plane  of  the  door  and  the  vertical,  the 
moment  of  the  weight  about  the  hinge  line  is 

Wa  COB  0. 

D  This  IB  the  moment  of  the  required  force.     To 

__N.  find  Of  let  lines  parallel  to  the  hinge  line  and  the 

^^XJ*        vertical  be   drawn   through   any  point,   0,  and 
/  yv     through  this  point  let  a  plane  be  drawn  parallel 
\      to  the  plane  of  the  door.     Round  0  let  any  sphere 
be  described;    let   V  and  L  (Fig.  243)  be  the 
points  where  these  lines  meet  the  sphere;    DL 
I  the  circle  in  which  the  plane  of  the  door  inter- 

Pig.  243.  sects  the  sphere,  and  iV  the  point  in  which  the 

normal,  ON,  to  the  door  intersects  it.  Then 
VL  =  t,  IDLV^  a,  and  NV=0,  and  we  have  from  the  spherical 
triangle  VDL,  ^^^  yj)  =  sin  t  sin  a, 

or  cos  d  =  sin  t  sin  a, 
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since  N  is  the  pole  of  DL.    Hence  the  moment  of  the  required  force  is 

Wa  sin  t  sin  a, 

and  when  its  point  of  application  and  direction  are  known,  itfi  magni* 
tade  is  therefore  known. 

8.  A  beam  can  torn  in  every  direction  about  one  end  which  is 
fixed;  the  other  end  rests  on  a  rough  inclined  plane.  Find  the 
limiting  position  of  equilibrium.  (See  Walton's  Mechanical  Problems^ 
p.  191,  third  edition.) 

Let  AB  (Fig.  244)  be  the  beam,  A  the  fixed  end,  DFff  the  rough 
inclined  plane,  FB  the  intersection  of  this  plane  with  a  horizon^ 
plane  through  A,  APD  the  vertical  plane 

through  A  perpendicular  to  the  inclined  ^/ 

plane,  BD  a  line  parallel  to  PHy  AO  9k  /jN. 

perpendicular  from   A  ou  the  inclined  ^-*^'''^'/  ^ 

plane,  DQ  a  perpendicular  on  the  hori-       ^ — *^/\y^ 
zontal  plane,  t   the   inclination   of  the     •'^  n  /FV<C    "Q 

plane,  a  the  angle,  ABOy  between  the  \     /,-'''      ^jj 

beam  and  this  plane,  and  /i  the  coefficient  q' 

of  friction.  pjg  2^ 

Now  suppose  firfA  that  the  beam  is 
j)erfecUy  indaetic.  Then  the  end  B  describes  on  the  inclined  plane  a 
circle  whose  centre  is  0,  and  if  it  is  about  to  slip,  the  force  of  friction 
assumes  a  direction  perpendicular  to  OB  in  the  inclined  plane.  The 
extreme  position  of  the  beam  will  be  denoted  by  the  angle,  d  or 
DOBi  between  the  plane,  AOBy  through  the  beam  normal  to  the 
inclined  plane  and  the  vertical  plane,  A  OD, 

The  forces  acting  on  the  beam  are  its  weight,  the  reaction  of  the 
smooth  joint  at  A,  and  the  total  resistance  of  the  inclined  plane  at  B, 
This  last  force  we  shall  consider  as  composed  of  a  normal  reaction,  Ry 
and  a  force  of  friction,  /li?,  acting  perpendicularly  to  BO,  For  the 
equilibrium  of  the  beam  take  moments  about  a  vertical  axis  through 
A .  The  moment  of  the  normal  reaction  at  ^  is  7?  sin  t  x  BD,  or 
i?  sin  t .  BO  sin  dy  or  again,  R  sin  t .  AB  cos  a  sin  0,  To  find  the 
moment  of  yiRy  resolve  it  into  /i/?  cos  d  along  BD  and  ijlR  sin  $ 
parallel  to  OD;  and  resolve  this  latter  again  into  a  horizontal 
component,  [xR  sin  $  cos  t,  and  a  vertical  component,  ixRsind  sin  t. 
The  moment  of  ixR  is  then  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  moments  of 
IjlR  cob  0  and  ixR  sin  0  cos  t ;  that  is,  it  is  equal  to 

/ui  7?  cos  ^  X  ii  Q  +  /i  ^  sin^  cos  t  X  BD, 

Hence  the  equation  of  moments  is 

i?(8int— /i  cost  sin  ^)i5jD  =  ixRcoaO  .AQ, 

AO 
But    AQ  =  AP+PQ  =  -T-:+{OD^OP)coBt 

ii^.sina 


+  AB  cos  t  cos  a  cos  0—  AB  sin  a  cot  t  cos  t 


sint 
=  AB  (sin  i  sina  +cob  i  cos  a  cos  d) ; 
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therefore 
(sin  t — /icoB  t  Bind)  cos  a  Bin  $  =:  ficosO  (sin  t  sin  a  +  cos  t  cos  a  cos  0), 

or  sini cos  a  Bind  =  /i  cost  cos  a  +  /i  sint  sin  a  cob  6^ 

or  Bind— /i  tan  XI  COB  d  =  /yi  coif. 

Putting  /itana  =  tan)3,  we  have  d  from  the  equation 

Bin(d— /3)  =  /uicottco8/9.  (1) 

If  there  is  no  horizontal  plane  through  A  obstructing  the  beam,  it 
will  be  possible  for  the  end  B  to  describe  a  complete  circle  round  0. 
Let  us  inquire  the  condition  that  the  beam  should  rest  in  all  possible 
positions.  For  this  there  must  be  no  limiting  position  of  equilibrium, 
or,  in  other  words,  the  value  of  d  in  (1)  must  be  imaginary. 
The  required  condition  is,  then,  /yi  cot  t  cob)3  >  1, 

that  IS,  ix> 


V'l— tan*ttan*a 

Let  us  next  suppose  that  the  beam  is  elastic^  or  that,  in  virtue  of  a 
compression  of  the  beam,  B  is  not  constrained  to  move  in  the  circle 
whose  centre  is  0.  Supposing,  then,  that  the  beam  has  been  jammed 
against  the  plane,  if  the  coefBcient  of  friction  is  gradually  diminished, 
B  will  begin  to  move  in  some  other  direction  than  that  perpendicular 
to  OBf  and  this  direction  will  be  exactly  opposite  to  that  in  which  the 
force  of  friction  acts.  Now  the  reaction  at  A^  the  total  resistance  at 
B,  and  the  weight  of  the  beam  lie  in  one  plane  which  must,  therefore, 
be  the  vertical  plane  through  the  beam.  The  total  resistance  at  B 
must,  moreover,  lie  inside  or  on  the  cone  of  friction  described  round 
B.  Hence  if  the  position  of  the  beam  is  such  that  the  vertical  plane 
through  it  touches  this  cone,  equilibrium  will  be  at  its  limit,  since  the 
line  of  action  of  the  total  resistance  is  the  line  of  contact  of  the 
vertical  plane  with  the  cone. 

Let  the  lines  and  planes  of  the  figure  be  projected  on  a  sphere 
described  about  B  as  centre  with  arbitraiy  radius.     Then  the  cone  of 

friction  will  appear  as  a  small  circle  of  an- 
gular radius,  NC  (Fig.  245),  equal  to  A,  the 
angle  of  friction.  Let  N  be  the  point  in 
which  the  normal  to  the  inclined  plane  at  B 
meets  the  sphere ;  A^  the  point  representing 
the  beam,  and  ACV the  vertical  plane  through 
the  beam  touching  the  cone  of  friction.  Now 
the  vertical  line  at  B  lies  in  the  vertical 
plane,  ACVy  through  the  beam,  and  it  makes 
Fig.  245.  an  angle  equal  to  t  with  the  normal  to  the 

inclined  plane.  Hence,  take  a  point  V  in 
AGV  w}  that  iVT  =  t,  and  we  have  NV,  the  circle  answering  to 
the  vertical  plane  through  B  normal  to  the  inclined  plane  (a  plane 
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vhich  is  pftTsllel  to  the  plane  APB,  Fig.  144).     In  the  spherical 
triangle  NVC  we  have,  then, 

or  sin  i  sua  0  ^  sin  A. ; 

.    „      nn  A 


This  second  solution  suppoees  that  the  ordy  condition  to  which  the 
total  rttxHanee  it  mijeet  i»  t/iat  of  maiiiig  with  the  normai  an  angh 
not  greater  than  the  angle  of  friction.  The  supposition  of  perfect 
rigidity,  on  the  contrary,  resbicts  the  directioa  of.the  force  of  frictioa 
in  the  inclined  plane,  making  it  perpendicular  to  the  line  OB. 

9.  A  heavy  elastic  beam  rests. on  two  rough  inclined  planes  whose 
intenection  ia  a  horizontal  Itne.  Show  that  every  position  ot  the 
beam  may  be  one  of  equilibrium  if  the  inclination 
ci  each  plane  is  lees  than  the  angle  of  fnction  for 
tliat  plane  and  the  beam. 

Let  A  (Fig.  146)  be  one  end  of  the  beam,  Alf 
the  normal  to  the  plane  on  which  A   rests,  and 
AV  the  verticd  at  A.    Then  if  the  beam  is  suf- 
ficiently elastic,  it   may  be  jammed  against  the 
planea,  and  tlie  only  condition  to  which  the  total 
reaistancea  at  its  ends  are  subject  are  the  conditions 
of  making  with  the  normals  angles  not  greater  than 
the  corre^Mnding  angles  of  friction.     Hence  in  the  extreme  position 
in  which  the  end  A  is  about  to  slip,  the  vertical  plane  through  the 
beam  most  touch  the  cone  of  friction 
described  ronnd  the  normal,  AN.     But 
this  is  manifestly  impOBsible,  since  the 
angle  A  is  >  VAN;  for  the  vertical  line 
is  included  within  the  cone,  and  through 
this  line  no  plane  can  be  drawn  to  tonch 
the  cone.    There  can,  therefore,  be  no 
Umuting  equilibrinm  at  either  end  in 
any  position  of  the  beam, 

10.  A  ladder,  ABCD  (Fig.  347), 
whose  centre  of  gravity  divides  it  into 
two  given  segments,  rests  with  one  end, 
AB,  on  the  ground,  the  upper  end,  CD, 
resting  symmetrically  against  two  equal  y 
rough  vertical  planes  which  include  a 
given  angle;  find  its  limiting  inclination 
to  the  ground. 

On  account  of  the  equal  roughness  of   - 
the  vertical  walls  and  the  eymmetrical 
position  of  the  ladder,  the  total  resist- 
anoee  at  C  and  D  are  equal ;  moreover  they  have  a  single  resnltont 
passing  through  the    middle   point  of  CD,   since   the  two  normal 
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pressures  and  the  two  forces  of  Motion  have  resultants  passing 
through  this  point. 

At  each  of  the  points  A  and  B  the  total  resistance  makes  the  angle 
of  friction  with  the  normal,  and  the  resultant  of  these  forces  acts  at 
the  middle  point  of  AB,  making  the  angle  of  friction  with  the  vertical. 
The  resultimt  resistance  above  and  that  below  must  meet  in  the 
vertical  through  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  ladder. 

Let  A  be  the  angle  of  friction  at  the  ground ;  X^=  that  for  each 
wall ;  a  =  lower  and  h  =  upper  segment  of  ladder  made  by  its 
centre  of  gravity ;  0  =  limiting  inclination  of  ladder  ;  <f>  =  angle 
made  with  vertical  by  the  resultant  of  the  total  resistances  at  C  and 
2>.     Then,  by  the  *  cotangent  formula '  of  Art.  35,  we  have 

(a+6)tan^  =  --6cot<(),  (1) 

where  f*  =  tan  A. 

The  angle  4>  may,  of  course,  be  found  by  the  ordinary  method  of 
determining  the  magnitude  and  direction  of  the  resultant  of  forces 
from  their  several  components ;  but  we  prefer  to  employ  for  the 
purpose  the  method  of  spherical  projection,  which  is  more  simple,  and 
which  will  be  frequently  employed  in  the  sequel.  The  method  con- 
sists in  constructing  a  sphere  of  any  radius,  and  drawing  through  its 
centre  lines  and  planes  parallel  to  the  lines  and  planes  in  our  figure  ; 
these  will  intersect  the  surface  of  the  sphere  in  points  and  circles, 
respectively, — ^as  illustrated  in  examples  7,  8,  9  already. 

Let  0  (Fig.  248)  be  the  centre  of  the  sphere ;  OZ  a  parallel  to  the 
vertical ;  ON  and  ON^  parallels  to  the  normals  to  the  planes  zy  and 

zx,  respectively;  £C  and  ZD 
planes  parallel  to  these  planes 
respectively;  OB  and  OB' 
lines  in  the  planes  ZN  and 
ZN\  each  inclined  at  the 
angle,  A',  of  friction  to  the 
corresponding  normal;  then 
OB  and  OB'  represent  the 
lines  of  action  of  the  total 
resistances  at  C  and  D,  If  S 
is  the  middle  point  of  the  arc 
BR',  the  resultant  of  the  resistances  acts  in  OS,  and  the  arc  ZS  =  <^. 
If  a  is  the  angle  between  the  walk,  DC  =  a,  and  NN'  =  ir— a ;  there- 

TT       CL 

fore  the  angle  BZS  =  -— - ;  and  applying  Napier's  Analogies  to  the 

triangle  BZS,  we  have 

TT         /,\    •  cotd>  =  u'cosec -. 

Hence  (1)  gives  ^      r-  g 

(a+6)tan^= — bf/cosec-,  (2) 

which  determines  the  limiting  inclination. 
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11.  If  the  vertical  walls  are  unequally  rough,  show  that  the  initial 
motion  of  the  ladder  cannot  be  one  in  which  the  line  CD  moves  down 
parallel  to  its  original  position* 

12.  If  the  walls  are  unequally  rough,  show  that  the  initial  motion 
cannot  be  one  in  which  one  comer  (/))  is  for  the  moment  at  rest, 
while  slipping  takes  place  at  two  other  comers  ((7  and  B\ 

13.  A  solid  rectangular  block  is  placed  with  one  of  its  faces  on 
an  inclined  plane  so  rough  as  to  prevent  slipping,  while  tumbling 
is  possible  ;  to  investigate  the  positions  of  equilibrium. 

Letii^C(Fig.249) 
be  the  face  on  the  in- 
clined plane.  All  the 
different  positions  may 
be  obtained  by  turn- 
ing the  block  round 
the  edge,  AI^  through 
any  comer  of  the  base, 
which  is  perpendicular 
to  the  incliued  plane. 
Draw  the  horizontal 
line  Axm  the  inclined 
plane.  Let  G  be  the 
centre  of  gravity  of 
the  block ;  0  that  of 
thefecei^C;  G?Pthe 
vertical  line  through 
G  meeting  the  face 
ABG'mF.  Since  G?0 
is  perpendicular  to  the 

inclined  plane,  Z  FGO  =  t  =  inclination  of  plane,  so  that  the  sides 
of  the  triangle  OGF  are  aU  constant  whatever  be  the  position  of  the 
block ;  therefore  if  the  successive  positions  of  P  are  marked  on  the 
face  ABG^  they  trace  out  in  it  a  circle  with  centre  0, 

Again,  since  Ax\%  the  line  of  intersection  of  the  inclined  plane  and 
a  horizontal  plane,  it  is  at  right  angles  to  the  plane  of  two  intersecting 
normals  to  these  planes;  it  is  therefore  at 
right  angles  to  the  plane  of  GO  and  GF^ 
and  hence  to  OF  in  aU  positions  of  the 
block. 

Therefore  if  Fig.  250  represents  the  base 
of  the  block  and  the  circle  traced  out  in 
it  by  the  motion  of  P,  the  points  in  which 
the  circle  intersects  the  sides  of  the  £Etce 
being  />i,  />„  />,,  />^,  we  see  that  if  we  turn 
the  block  round  A I  90  that  any  one  of  the 
lines  (>Pi,  Op,,  (>p,,  0^^  is  at  right  angles 
to  iia?,  we  obtain  a  position  in  which  the  block  is  about  to  tumble ; 
in  other  words,  make  a  perpendicular  to  any  of  the  lines  Op^,  Op,, ... 
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(drawn  in  the  plane  of  the  base)  horizontal,  and  we  obtain  a  limiting 
position. 

If  2  a  and  25  are  the  lengths  of  the  edges  AB  and  AC,  and  e  is  the 
distance  of  O  from  the  base,  the  conditions  that  the  circle  should 
intersect  all  the  edges  of  the  base  are  e  tan  i  >a  and  e  tan  %>b,  where 
%  is  the  inclination  of  the  plane. 

Obviously  if  the  block  be  any  solid  body  having  a  base  of  any 
form,  the  solution  is  the  same.  If  0  is  the  projection  of  G  on  the 
base,  and  OG  =  c,  describe  a  circle  round  O  with  radius  e  tan  t ;  let 
p  be  any  point  of  intersection  of  this  circle  with  the  contour  of  the 
base;  then  make  a  perpendicular  to  Op  horizontal,  and  we  obtain 
a  limiting  position. 

14.  A  heavy  uniform  bar  rests  with  its  extremities  on  two  rough 
inclined  planes  whose  line  of  intersection  is  horizontal;  supposing 
that  the  bar  is  slightly  elastic  and  can  be  jammed  between  the  planes, 
investigate  its  positions  of  limiting  equilibrium. 

We  may  evidently  consider  the  centre  of  the  bar  to  be  restricted 
to  a  fixed  vertical  plane  which  is  perpendicular  to  both  of  the  in- 
clined planes.  Take  this  plane  as  that  of  yz^  the  axis  of  x  being  the 
line  of  intersection  of  the  inclined  planes,  and  the  axis  of  2;  a  vertical 
Hue.  Let  (y,  z)  be  the  co-ordinates  of  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  bar ; 
2a  =  length  of  the  bar;  0  =  angle  between  the  bar  and  a  vertical 
line ;  4>  =  angle  between  vertical  plane  through  the  bar  and  the  plane 
yz ;  t  and  t^  the  inclinations  of  the  given  planes ;  A  and  Xf  the  angles 
of  friction  between  them,  respectively,  and  the  bar. 

Then  the  co-ordinates  of  the  extremities  of  the  bar  are 

aanO  sin<^ ;  y  +  aamO  cos  4> >  z+n cos 0  for  one  extremity,  A, 
—a  sin  0  sin  <^ ;  y—a  sin  0  cos  <t> ;  z^a  cos  0  for  the  other,  B. 
Since  these  lie  on  the  inclined  planes,  we  have 

z  +  acoB0=:{y  +  asan0coB<t))tajitf  (1) 

2;— acosd  =  (^— asindcos<^)  tant^  (2) 

Now,  as  in  Example  9,  if  the  first  end  is  going  to  slip, 

sin  t  ran  <^  =  sin  A,  (3) 

since  the  vertical  plane  through  the  beam  touches  the  cone  of 
friction  at  this  end.     If  the  other  end  were  about  to  slip,  we  should 

*^^®  sin  «'  sin  <^  =  sin  A^ ;  (4) 

so  that  both  ends  cannot  slip  at  once  unless 

sin  X      sin  X' 

sini       sint' 

Let  t  and  tf  stand  for  tan  i  and  tan  V ;  then,  eliminating  0  from 
(1)  and  (2),  we  have 

Hence  the  positions  in  which  either  end  is  about  to  slip  are  such 
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that  the  centre  of  gravity  lies  on  a  certain  ellipse — any  position  of 
this  point  on  the  ellipse  heing  admissible — ^the  corresponding  value  of 
if>  being  given  by  (3)  or  (4),  and  that  of  ^  by  (1)  or  (2). 

We  have  now  to  determine,  however,  whether  both  ellipses  are 
admissible  or  not — i.  e.  whether  there  are  positions  in  which  the 
end  A  is  about  to  slip,  while  B  remains  at  rest,  and  also  positions 
in  which  B  is  about  to  slip  while  A  remains  at  rest. 

Assuming  that  A  is  about  to  slip,  the  vertical  plane  through  the 
bar  touches  the  cone  of  friction  described  around  the  normal  at  A 
to  the  inclined  plane  (») ;  but  at  the  same  time  this  vertical  plane 
must  not  lie  wholly  outside  the  cone  of  friction  at  B^  i.e.  it  must 
intersect  this  latter  in  two  real  right  lines.  Now  if,  for  simplicity, 
we  transfer  the  origin  to  B,  the  axes  remaining  unchanged  in  direction, 
the  equation  of  the  vertical  plane  through  the  bar  is 

or—y  tan^  =  0, 

and  the  cone  of  friction  at  ^  is 

(ysint'+«cosi')»-cos*A'(a:*+y'  +  a«)=  0; 

and  these  will  intersect  in  a  pair  of  real  lines  if 

sin  »^  sin  ^  <  sin  A^, 

,     ,^.  sin  A      sin  A' 

or  by  (3), 


sin  i      sin  i^ 


If  this  inequality  is  satisfied,  it  is  only  the  end  A  that  can  slip  ;  if 
the  reverse  holds,  it  is  the  end  B  that  can  slip.  Thus  both  values 
of  if>  are  not  admissible. 

15.  If  at  any  point,  P,  a  plane,  isr,  be  drawn  perpendicular  to  the 
axis  of  principal  moment  at  the  point,  find  the  envelope  of  «j  as  P 
moves  along  a  given  curve. 

Simplicity  will  be  gained  by  taking  Poinsot's  Axis,  Oz  (Fig.  236, 
p.  16),  as  axis  of  z.  Let  (a,  fi,  y)  be  the  co-ordinates  of  P  with  refer- 
ence to  Oz  and  any  two  axes  of  a  and  y.  Then,  introducing  two  forces 
equal  and  opposite  to  i?  at  P,  we  shall  have  the  whole  force  system 
equivalent  to  i?  at  P,  Poinsot's  couple  JT,  and  a  couple  JRpy  where  p 
is  the  perpendicular  from  P  on  Oz.  We  may  replace  the  couple  JRp 
by  two  components  parallel  to  Ox  and  Oy,  and  these  will  he  —R^ 
and  Ba;  so  that  the  component  axes  of  the  principal  couple  G 
at  P  are  {—Bp,  Ba,  K),     Hence  the  equation  of  the  plane  «j  is 

-5^(a5-a)  +  ^a(y-iS)  +  Z(«-y)  =  0, 
or  ^a;-ay--g(«-y)  =  0.  (1) 

K  the  equations  of  the  curve  along  which  P  moves  are 

substitute  these  values  of  a  and  /3  in  (1),  and  eliminate  y  from  the 
resulting  equation  and  its  derived  with  respect  to  y. 

Verify,  in  particular,  the  result  of  Art.  235,  that  if  P  moves  a 
right  line,  «r,  will  turn  round  another  right  line  ;  that  Poinsofs  Axis 
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intersects  the  shortest  distance  between  these  two  lines,  dividing  it  in 

the  ratio  ^^TT  (Art.  212). 
cot  9  ^  ' 

16.  Find  the  surface  traced  out  by  the  axes  of  principal  moment 
at  points  taken  along  a  right  line  intersecting  Poinsot's  Axis  per- 
pendicularly. 

Let  Ox  (Fig.  236)  be  the  assumed  line,  and  let  it  be  taken  as  axis 
of  a,  Poinsot's  Axis,  OK^  being  that  of  z.  Let  00'=  a,  and  let  (y,  «) 
be  the  co-ordinates  of  any  point  on  (/Q,     Then,  ii  4>=  Z,  GuK^ 

we  have  ^         ,^       Gn       K 

-  =  cot9  =  77-=  » — » 
y  On     B.x 

K 
or  x«  =  —.y, 

JtC 

an  equation  which  denotes  a  hyperbolic  paraboloid.  As  the  point 
0'  moves  out  from  0  along  Oa?,  the  axes  (such  as  ffCf)  of  principal 
moment  revolve  towards  the  right ;  as  ff  moves  in  towards  0,  they 
revolve  towards  the  left,  and,  after  coincidence  with  Poinsot^s  Axis  at 
0,  they  still  revolve  towards  the  left.  At  an  infinite  distance  from  0 
they  are  at  right  angles  to  Poinsot's  Axis. 

17.  Find  the  surface  traced  out  by  the  axes  of  principal  moment 
at  points  taken  all  along  any  arbitrary  curve. 

From  Example  15,  the  equations  of  the  principal  axis  at  the  point 
(a,  )3,  y)  with  reference  to  Poiusot's  Axis  as  axis  of  z,  and  any  two 
rectangular  axes  of  x  and  y  are 

35— a__y  — /3__  z—y 

-(3  "     a     "     p    ' 

where  p  is  the  pitch  of  the  wrench  to  which  the  given  forces  are 
equivalent.     From  these  we  have 

and  if  the  point  (a,  /9,  y)  moves  along  the  curve  whose  equations  are 

*(a,Ay)  =  0,     V^(a,^,y)  =  0, 

substitute  the  above  values  of  a  and  /3  in  these  equations  and  then 
eliminate  y.  The  resulting  equation  in  x,  y^  z  ia  that  of  the  surface 
traced  out. 

18.  A  plank,  AB,  laid  on  a  rough  inclined  plane,  has  attached  to 
its  upper  extremity.  A,  a  cord  which  lies  along  the  plane  in  the 
direction  of  the  plank  and  is  pulled  with  a  constant  force,  F ;  find 
the  limiting  position  of  equilibrium  of  the  plank. 

Ans.  Let  !r=  weight  of  plank,  t  =  inclination  of  the  plane, 
A  =  angle  of  friction,  and  0  =  inclination  of  the  plank  to  a  horizontal 
line  drawn  in  the  inclined  plane  ;  then 

.     .      /«+Tr«(l-cos»iBec»X) 

2FWBm% 
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19.  Show  that  the  initul  motion  of  the  plank  will  be  one  of  trans* 
lati(»i  simply,  in  a  direction  making  with  a  horizontal  line  in  the 
inclined  pUne  an  angle  ^  determined  by  the  equation 

,      ^       Psin^— ITsint 
tan  ib  ^ ■ —  » 

where  $  has  the  Tsloe  fonnd  in  last  example. 

20.  If  P  =  0,  explain  the  Talaes  of  0  in  the  cases 

t>A,     t<A,     »  =  A. 

21.  Und  the  Tslne  of  P  so  that  the  direction  of  slipping  shall  be 
at  ri^^t  angles  to  the  direction  of  the  plank,  and  find  0. 

Ans,     P=  ir%/l— oos*tsec*A,   andcosd  = .- 

taut 

[This  case  is  the  same  as  that  in  which  the  cord  is  replaced  by  a 
smooth  pivot  at  the  extremity  A.] 

22.  A  triangular  prism  is  placed  with  its  triangular  face  on  a 
rough  inclined  plane,  which  is  rough  enough  to  prevent  slipping ; 
find  the  greatest  height  of  the  prism  so  that  there  may  be  at  least 
one  position  of  equilibrium. 

Ans.  If  t  =  inclination  of  plane,  and  if  the  sides  of  the  tri- 
angular face  are  a,  6,  c,  in  descending  order  of  magnitude,  the 
greatest  height  is 

i  \/2a*  +  26*-c«.cot  u 

23.  A  heavy  plate  of  any  form  rests  on  two  rough  fixed  pegs  A 
and  Bf  the  line  joining  which  is  not  horizontal ;  the  pkte  can  turn 
round  a  pivot,  without  friction,  at  a  point  C ;  if  C  is  raised  so  that 
the  plate  turns  gradually  about  the  fixed  line  A  By  find  the  inclination 
of  the  plane  ABC  to  the  horizon  when  the  plate  begins  to  slip  on 
the  pegs. 

24.  A  particle  is  acted  on  by  any  number  of  given  forces,  P^, 
P,,... ;  prove  that  if  i?  is  their  resultant, 

2?  =  2(P«)  +  22(P,.P,cosP^,), 

where  PiP^  denotes  the  angle  between  the  directions  of  Pj  and  P,. 

25.  Prove  that  a  system  of  forces  acting  on  a  rigid  body  may  be 
replaced  by  two  equal  forces  whose  lines  of  action  are  perpendicular 
to  each  other,  and  each  inclined  at  an  angle  of  45°  to  Poinsot's  Axis : 
the  forces  act  at  the  ends  of  a  line  bisected  by  this  axis ;  the  length 

of  this  line  is -^, and  each  force  is— ^,i?  being  the  resultant  of 

translation,  and  K  Poinsot*8  moment. 

26.  Prove  that  the  distance  between  the  lines  of  action  of  the  two 
rectangular  forces  which  equivalently  replace  a  given  system  of  forces 
is  a  ittin^tnnm  when  the  forces  are  equal 
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27.  A  BCD  is  a  tetrahedron ;  forces  P,  Q,  E  act  along  the  edges 
BC,  CA,  AB  in  order,  and  forces  P",  Q',  B^  act  along  AD,  BD,  CD ; 
prove  that  the  condition  for  a  single  resultant  is 

pp'        qgr       7?/r 
bc.ad'^ca.bd'^ab^cd"      . 

28.  A  rough  heavy  body,  bounded  by  a  curved  surface,  rests  upon 
two  others  which  themselves  rest  on  a  rough  horizontal  plane ;  show 
that  the  three  centres  of  gravity  and  the  four  points  of  contact  lie  in 
one  plane. 

29.  A  heavy  beam  rests  on  two  smooth  inclined  planes  ;  show  that 
their  line  of  intersection  must  be  perpendicular  to  the  beam  and 
parallel  to  the  horizon. 

30.  Prove  that  the  moment  of  a  force  represented  by  the  right  line 
PQ,  about  a  right  line  AB  is  six  times  the  volume  of  the  tetrahedron 
ABPQ  divided  by  AB, 

31.  Three  equal  heavy  spheres  hang  in  contact  from  a  fixed  point 
by  strings  of  equal  length  ;  find  the  weight  of  a  sphere  of  given  radius 
which  when  placed  upon  the  other  three  wiU  just  cause  them  to 
separate. 

Ans.  If  W  and  a  be  the  weight  and  radius  of  each  of  the  three 
spheres,  W^  and  r  the  weight  and  radius  of  the  superincumbent 
sphere,  and  I  the  length  of  each  string, 

^'        _.        /3r'+6ar~"^ 
F'-f3r      V    3P  +  6aZ-a«' 

32.  Three  spheres  are  placed  in  contact  on  a  rough  horizontal  plane, 
and  a  fourth  sphere  is  placed  upon  them,  there  being  no  friction 
between  the  spheres  themselves.    Show  that  equilibrium  is  impossible. 

33.  Three  equal  spheres  are  placed  in  contact  on  a  rough  horizontal 
plane,  and  a  fourth  sphere  is  placed  upon  them,  there  being  friction 
between  the  spheres  themselves.  Find  the  least  coefficient  of  friction 
between  the  spheres  which  wiU  allow  of  equilibrium. 

Ans,  If  a  is  the  radius  of  each  of  the  equal  spheres  and  r  that  of 
the  superincumbent  sphere,  the  least  value  of  A,  the  angle  of  friction, 
is  given  by  the  equation 

sin  2a  = 


-/3  a  +  ^ 

(The  total  resistance  between  the  upper  sphere  and  any  one  of  the 
lower  spheres  must  be  capable  of  acting  through  the  point  of  contact 
of  the  latter  and  the  ground.) 

34.  Three  forces  whose  lines  of  action  are  given,  but  not  their 
magnitudes,  have  a  single  resultant.  Prove  that  the  surface  traced 
out  by  the  line  of  action  of  the  resultant  is  a  hyperboloid  of  one  sheet 

(Draw  any  three  lines  across  the  given  lines  of  action.  Then  the 
line  of  action  of  the  resultant  must  always  intersect  these  three.) 

35.  A  heavy  triangular  plate  of  oniform  thickness  is  sospended 
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from  a  fixed  point  bj  means  of  three  strings  attached  to  the  point 
and  to  the  vertices  of  the  plate ;  prove  that  the  tension  in  each  string 
is  proportional  to  the  length  of  the  string. 

(Let  O  be  the  fixed  point,  Ay  B,  C  the  vertices  of  the  plate,  and  O 
its  centre  of  gravity. 

Then  O  most  lie  verticaUj  under  O.  Take  3  OG  to  represent  the 
weight  of  the  plate.  Then,  bj  Leibnits's  graphic  representation 
[Art  199],  the  force  3  OG  may  be  resolved  into  the  forces  OAy  OB,  OC. 
Bat  a  given  force  can  have  only  one  set  of  components  along  three 
given  concorrent  lines.    Therefore,  Ac.) 

36.  At  points  on  any  right  line  the  axes  of  principal  moment  of  a 
given  system  offerees  are  drawn ;  prove  that  their  extremities  trace  oat 
another  right  line.     (Wolstenholme's  Prohiems,  p.  387,  2nd  edition.) 

(At  any  point  O  on  the  given  line  draw  R  and  G.  Take  as  axes  of 
Xy  y,  and  z  the  given  line,  the  line  OG,  and  a  line  at  O  perpendicular 
to  R  and  the  given  line.  Then  at  any  point  F  on  the  given  line  at  a 
distance  x  from  O  if  the  axis  of  principal  moment  be  drawn,  the 
co-ordinates  of  its  extremity  will  be  x,  G,  and  Rxana,  where  a  is  the 
angle  which  R  makes  with  the  g^ven  line.  Hence  the  extremities  lie 
<m  the  line  y^G^z^=  Rx  sin  a.) 

37.  Prove  that  the  axes  of  principal  moment  at  points  along  any 
right  line  whatever  trace  out  a  hyperbolic  paraboloid. 

(With  the  same  axes  as   in  last  example,  the  sur^ftce  has  for 

equation  xy  =  -rr—. «.) 

38.  Find  the  condition  that  a  given  right  line  should  intersect 
Poinsot's  Axis. 

An9.  If  the  equations  of  the  line  are  x  =  mz-\-p,  y  =fur+g,  the 
required  condition  is 

R\mL-\'nM-\'N-\'q{X^mZ)-p{T-nZ)'\  =  K(fnX-\-n7'\-Z), 

where  X  is  used  for  2X,  Ac. 

(It  will  be  found  that  the  equations  of  Poinsot's  Ajds  can  be  put 
into  the  forms 

X       KY^MR  7        KX^LR 

^=:^"+— SZ-'  y=z" — RZ-' 

the  origin  being  anywhere.) 

39.  A  gpven  system  of  forces  is  to  be  reduced  to  two  inclined  at  the 
angle  a ;  prove  that  the  shortest  distance  between  their  lines  of  action 

cannot  be  less  than -^  cot -•    (Wolstenholme's  ^ooA;  of  if otA.  Prcb., 

R       2 

p.  387,  second  ed.) 

40.  Given  any  system  of  forces,  find  the  point  on  a  given  right  line 
at  which  the  axis  of  principal  moment  is  least  inclined  to  the  line. 

An$.  The  foot  of  the  shortest  distance  between  Poinsot's  Axis 
and  the  given  line. 
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[Most  easily  seen  by  spherical  projection.  Let  0  be  any  point  on 
tbe  given  right  line ;  round  0  as  centre  describe  a  sphere  of  any 
radius;  let  the  given  right  line,  OL,  cut  the  sphere  in  Z;  let  the 
resultant  of  translation  at  0  and  the  axis,  G,  of  principal  moment  at 
0  cut  the  sphere  in  R  and  (7,  respectively.  Draw  the  great  circle 
arcs  LRf  LG,  Then  at  any  distance,  a?,  along  OL  from  0,  the  axis 
of  principal  moment  is  the  resultant  of  an  axis  equal  and  parallel  to 
G^  and  an  axis  Rx  perpendicular  to  the  plane  LOR,  Let  a  line,  OQ, 
drawn  through  0  parallel  to  this  latter  meet  the  sphere  in  Q.  Draw' 
the  great  circle  arc,  QG^  meeting  LR  in  U^  suppose.  Then  the  re- 
sultant of  G  and  Rx  is  an  axis  somewhere  in  the  plane  QG ;  but,  Q 
being  the  pole  of  LR^  the  arc  LH  is  perpendicular  to  QG^  and  there- 
fore is  the  least  arc  that  can  be  drawn  from  L  to  QG,  Hence  when 
Rx  and  G  give  a  resultant  along  OiT,  the  axis  of  principal  moment  is 
least  inclined  to  OL,  Poinsot's  centre  being  always  sought  on  a  line 
perpendicular  to  R  and  to  the  axis  of  principal  moment  at  any  point, 
the  rest  follows.] 

41.  The  first  case  considered  in  example  8  is,  equally  with  the 
second,  a  geometrico-statical  problem.  Solve  it  without  any  mention 
of  force. 

(Express  the  condition  that  the  vertical  through  the  extremity 
A  of  AB  is  intersected  by  a  line  inclined  at  the  angle  A  to  the  normsd 
at  Bj  this  line  lying  in  the  plane  of  the  normal  and  a  perpendicular 
to  OB.) 

42.  AQB  is  any  unclosed  curve  in  space,  A  and  B  its  extremities, 
and  Q  any  variable  point  on  the  curve ;  F  is  any  fixed  point  in  space, 
PQ  =  r,  d^  =  element  of  length  at  Q,  ^  =  angle  between  PQ  and  ds. 

If  each  element  ds  is  acted  upon  by  a  force  k  — -^ —  perpendicular 

to  the  plane  of  PQ  and  dsj  k  being  a  constant,  find  the  resultant  force 
and  couple  of  this  force  system. 

Ans,  Let  (a,  )3,  y),  (a?j,  y,,  a^),  (ajj,  ^2*  ^)  ^  ^^®  co-ordinates  of 
P,  A,  B;  let  PA  =  r^,  PB  =  r,,  X,  if,  N  the  component  moments 
round  axes  through  P ;  and  let 


/t='./?=''./t=^- 


Then 

X=kl-^ -T^),  with  similar  values  of  F,  Z; 

ay      dp 

L=k  I —),  with  similar  values  of  M,  N', 

The  axis  of  resultant  moment  is  the  external  bisector  of  BPA,  and 
=zksiniBPA, 

Hence  if  the  curve  is  closed,  the  force  system  has  a  single  resultant, 
which  passes  through  P, 
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242.]  Definition.  When  a  body  is  in  equilibrium  under 
the  action  of  forces  applied  at  given  points  in  the  body,  with 
fixed  magnitudes,  and  directions  fixed  in  space,  it  will,  under 
certain  conditions  to  be  satisfied  by  the  forces,  continue  in 
equilibrium  when  it  is  displaced  in  any  manner.  Each  force, 
then,  while  continuing  to  act  at  the  same  point  in  the  body  and 
retaining  its  direction  in  space,  alters,  of  course,  its  actual  line 
of  action. 

Equilibrium  which  thus  subsists  in  all  positions  of  the  body 
is  called  Astatic  Equilibrium,  Some  results  connected  with  the 
astatic  equilibrium  of  coplanar  forces  for  displacements  in  their 
plane  have  been  given  in  Chap.  V,  Vol.  I. 

The  astatic  conditions  of  a  rigid  body  acted  on  by  any  forces 
have  been  investigated  at  great  length  in  Moigno's  Statiqtie 
(Dixieme  Legon),  and  also  in  a  memoir  by  M.  Darboux  (Bordeaux, 
1877).  Treated  by  the  ordinary  Cartesian  method,  the  theory  of 
Astatic  Equilibrium  is  somewhat  cumbrous.  For  this  reason  the 
method  here  adopted  is  of  a  different  nature,  viz.  one  which 
involves  the  elementary  processes  of  Quaternions,  with  which 
the  student  is  assumed  to  be  familiar.  This  method  is  one 
which  possesses  great  advantages  in  every  respect  over  the 
Cartesian  method,  and,  in  particular,  has  a  porwer  of  suggesting 
results  which  the  older  method  would  fail  te  suggest,  and 
could  demonstrate  only  by  long  and  painful  analysis. 

The  equilibrium  of  a  rigid  body  is  preserved  by  two  condi- 
tions— namely,  the  vanishing  of  the  Resultant  of  Translation  of 
the  acting  forces,  and  the  vanishing  of  the  Principal  Moment 
calculated  for  any  origin. 

The  general  displacement  of  a  rigid  body  can  always  be  pro- 
duced by  a  motion  of  translation,  together  with  a  motion  of 
rotation  about  some  axis,  and  such  is  the  displacement  which 
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must  be  contemplated  in  discussing  the  Astatic  Conditions.  It 
is  obvions,  however,  that  a  motion  of  translation  can  alter 
nothing  in  the  equilibrium  of  the  forces,  so  that  we  may  confine 
our  attention  to  a  displacement  produced  by  the  rotation  of  the 
body  about  an  axis. 

243.]  Alteration  of  a  Veotor  by  rotation.  Suppose  that  a 
body  is  rotated  about  an  axis  di*awn  through  an  origin  0  in  the 
direction  of  a  unit  vector  cr,  what  does  any  vector,  a,  drawn 
from  0  to  a  fixed  point  in  the  body,  become  ? 

Let  a  sphere,  described  with  0  as  centre,  meet  the  directions 
of  (T,  a,  and  Fa<T  m  points  represented  in  the  figure  by  these 
letters.     Suppose   that  after  rotation  the  vector  a  takes  the 

direction  denoted   by  a' ;    let   the 
^        angle  between  Oa  and  Ocy  be  ^, 
and  let  the  body  rotate  through  an 
angle  y^.     Assume 


Va6^ 


Fig.  251. 


••.    Saa^  =:  xa^+ySaa-y 
S(raf  =  xSaa+ya^y 
Sa'Faa  =  ^(Facr)*  =  -^a^  sin*  ft 
Now     5aa'  =  -  y 2  ^  (cos*  ^  +  sin*  ^  cos i/'),    since    Ta  =  Ta ; 
also  Saa'  =  ^Ta.  cos^,     Sa'Faa  =  T^a .  sin*^  sin\/f. 

Hence  we  have 

fl?  =  cos^;y=(l— co8^)ra.cos(?=  — (1  -'COQ\lr)Sa(r;  ;?=— sin^; 
/.     a'=  acos\/r—  (1  —  cos^) (7 iSacr—  sin^  Faa,  (A) 

which  determines  the  vector  into  which  a  is  transformed  by 
rotation. 

244.]  General  Astatio  Conditions.  Let  a^,  a^,  03,  ...  be 
the  vectors  from  a  fixed  origin  to  the  points  in  the  body  at 
which  forces  represented  in  magnitudes  and  directions  by  the 
vectors  ctj,  Wg,  Wa, ...  are  applied.  Then  the  resultant  of  trans- 
lation is  isri  +  i!J"2  +  isr8+  ...,  or  2«r ;  and  if  &  is  the  vector  axis 
of  the  resultant  couple  for  the  assumed  origin. 

The  conditions  of  equilibrium  are,  then, 

2t!r  =  0,  {B) 

2  Fam  =  0.  (ly) 
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Now  by  the  rotation  of  the  body  aboat  any  axis  tfaroogh  0,  each 
yector,  a^,  o^,  ...  becomes  alt^ed  according  to  {A);  and  sub- 
stitating  the  altered  yaloe  for  each  in  (^),  the  couple,  C^  is 
giyen  by  the  equation 

G'=C0B^2raisr  +  2sin«^2(risra5aa)  +  fian^2(r.srroa).  (() 

2«r,  of  conrse,  remains  unchanged.  This  expression  most  yanish 
independently  of  ^  and  cr  ;  hence  we  must  haye 

2(Fisr<r5aa)  =  0,  (l) 

2(F.srra<r)=0;  (2) 

Equation  (2)  at  fnll  length  is 

a(5aj'6jj  +  ^cis^2'^  ***)  ^^  aj5«rj<r  +  a25tJ2<r+ ... , 
or  i<r=  <^<r,  (3) 

where  ^a  is  the  linear  yector  fimction  ^aSvtfr  at  the  right  side, 
and  h  is  the  scakr  multiplier  of  <r  at  the  left. 

Now  <^V,  the  conjugate  fimction  (Tait's  QuaUrHioM^  Chap.  V.), 
is 'er^SaiO'-^-'eT^Sa^a-^-  ...,  or  2  ts-iSacr;  and  we  can  now  show  that 
4>  and  <f/  are  identical — i.e.  <t>  is  self-conjugate — in  yirtue  of  (iy). 
For,  operating  on  (iy)  with  F.  f>,  we  haye 

i.e.  <P'p  =  <^p, 

where  p  is  any  yector.     Hence  when  2  Taw  =  0,  He  function  ^p, 
c?r  2a5fjp,  M  Helf-^onjugaU. 
Equation  (1)  is  merely 

r<^(r.<r  =  0.  (4) 

Now,  by  supposition,  (3)  and  (4)  must  be  satisfied  by  all  yalues 
of  (T.  This  reqmres  A  =  0,  and  ^o-  =  0.  The  quantity  h  is  the 
Virial  of  the  giyen  forces^ 

We  can  show  that  both  the  conditions  4  =  0  and  2  Fatr  =  0 
are   included   in    the    identical    yanishing    of   <^(r.     For,    let 
o-  =  a?i+5y +  ^>t,  where  (t,  y,  A)  are  a  rectangular  system  of  unit 
yectors ;  then  ^o-  =  0  must  be  satisfied  by  all  yalues  of  d?,  y,  z. 
Hence  we  haye 

l^aSi^  =  0,  2a/S;tsr  =  0,    20^*^  =  0.  {Q) 

Multiplying  these  by  i,  y,  A,  respectiyely,  and  adding,  we  haye 

2av  =  0, 

which,  of  course,  giyes  2iSao'  =  0  and  2  Yam  =  0. 

F  7, 


68  ASTATIC   EQUILIBEIUM.  [244. 

Hence  the  two  eqoations 

Iw  =  0,  (A) 

2a5cro-  =  0,  or  <t>a  =  0,  (/x) 

include  all  the  necessary  astatic  conditions. 

The  vanishing  of  the  linear  vector  fiinction  <t>  a-  for  all  values 
of  cr  is  guaranteed  by  its  vanishing  when  the  unit  vectors  i,  j,  k 
are  substituted  for  a- ;  so  that  we  may  take  (A)  and  the  three 
equations  {0)  as  completely  expressing  the  astatic  conditions. 

Cor.  If  a  body  in  equilibrium  under  the  action  of  any  forces 
is  displaced  round  any  axis,  c,  the  moment  of  the  forces  in  the 
new  position  is  given  by  the  equation 

G'=-2sin2^  r(r<^(r  +  sinV^(A<r-<^(T).  (f) 

245.]  Equation  of  Foinsot's  Axis.  For  any  assumed  origin, 
(/(Fig.  236,  p.  16),  let  G{=zO'G)  be  the  vector  axis  of  the 
principal  couple,  and  let  11  (or  2«r)  be  the  Resultant  of  Trans- 
lation. 

.    TG    . 
Then  the  distance  (/O  is  ^^  sin  <^,  where  <^  is  the  angle  SffG ; 

.  TO  .  .    .   Fug 

therefore  the  vector  CO  is  ^f—  sin<^  ?7mff,  which  is    ^     ; 
hence  the  equation  of  the  line  OK  (Poinsot's  Axis)  is 

„    Fno 

246.]  Vector  to  Centre  of  Parallel  Forces.  If  at  the  ex- 
tremities of  two  vectors,  Cj,  02 ,  two  parallel  forces  of  magnitudes 
Pj  and  P^  act,  the  vector  to  their  centre  is 

and  for  any  number  of  parallel  forces  of  magnitudes,  T^i ,  Tm2 ,. . . 
the  vector  to  i^ir  centre  is 

laTv 
2Tnr  * 
247.]     One  Force.     To  find  the  conditions  that  a  system  of 
forces  should  he  astatically  equivalent  to  a  single  force. 

Suppose  that  a  force  ITi,  acting  at  the  extremity  of  a  vector 
A^  drawn  to  a  point  fixed  in  the  body,  astatically  equilibrates  the 
given  system. 
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Denote  Scj  by  IT^  and  2aSiv,  2aSlvy  2aSttsf  by  /,  /,  K 
respeetively.     Then  we  have,  by  {$)  and  (A), 

A^Sin  =  /,   A^sjn  =  /,   Ai  Sin  =  k, 

which  give  the  conditions 

I    _    J    _    K 

Sin  " sjn" Skn' 

These  conditions  are  always  satisfied  when  the  given  forces  form 

a  pwallel  ByBtem.  dnce  ^  obvionsly  becomes  ^ ,  which  is 

/  K 

also  the  common  yalae  of  77-^=  and  ^rr?^  '  and  the  vector  to  the 

-         „  -  -  0911  SkU 

centre  of  })arallel  forces. 

I         J         K 

In  general,  the  vectors  7rr=i    -cnTi%  -a, w  are  those  drawn 
^  StU     SjVi     Skll 

from  the  origin  to  the  points  of  application,  i},  -^,  ij,  of  three 
systems  of  parallel  forces  which  are  obtained  by  resolving  each 
force  into  three  rectangular  components  in  the  directions  t,  j^  k. 
Denote  these  vectors,  respectively,  by  0^,0^,0^. 

In  the  present  case,  then,  lie  points  i},  JFJ-,  i^,  tnust  coincide. 

248.]  The  Centres  of  three  component  parallel  systems. 
It  is  essential  to  have  a  clear  idea  of  the  points  whose  vectoss 
from  any  origin  we  have  jnst  denoted  by  a,.,  a^-,  a^.  Resolve, 
in  any  position  of  the  body,  the  force  tr^  at  the  point  a^  into 
three  components  parallel  to  any  three  rectangular  fixed-space 
directions,  i,  j,  k  ;  and  similarly  resolve  all  the  other  forces.  In 
all  positions  of  the  body  these  components  of  tj^  are  each  abso- 
lately  constant  in  magnitude  and  in  direction,  since  we  assume 
each  force  of  the  system  to  retain  the  same  direction  in  fixed 
space.  And  since  these  forces  act  each  at  one  and  the  same 
point  (or  particle)  of  the  body  in  all  positions  of  the  body,  it 
follows  that  the  set  of  components  parallel  to  t,  for  example, 
constitute  a  system  exactly  the  same  as  the  weights  of  a  number 
of  particles  forming  a  rigid  body,  or  rigidly  connected  together 
even  if  they  do  not  form  a  continuous  solid.  It  is  quite  clear, 
then,  that  their  centre  (the  point  P^  must  he  an  invariable  point 
in  the  body  (or  in  rigid  connection  with  it)  however  the  body 
may  be  displaced,  whether  by  translation,  or  by  rotation,  or  both. 

Similarly  the  other  centres  (of  components  parallel  to  y,  and 
of  those  parallel  to  ^),  i^,  2]^,  are  both  fixed  points  in  the  body. 
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So  long,  then,  as  tiie  chosen  fixed-space  directions  are  the  same, 
the  points  I^,  Pj,  P^  are  the  same ;  but  when  all  the  forces, 
^i,  ^2>  ^^  fesolved  into  a  parallel  set  in  any  other  direction^ 
the  centre  of  this  parallel  system  will  be  a  different  point  in  the 
body. 

We  shall  now  prove  that,  whatever  this  new  direction  may  be, 
the  centre  of  components  j)arallel  to  it  lies  in  the  plane  of  the  points 
^,  Ij9  It,  corresponding  to  any  three  chosen  directions. 

Let  the  new  direction  be  that  of  the  unit  vector  xi+yj  +  zi, 
where  x,  y,  z  are  its  direction-cosines.  Let  p  be  the  vector  to 
the  new  centre.    Then 

_  OL^&{xi-Vyj -^-z^jff^-^ ... 
^  ""    8[xi'\ryj'\'zh)'7T^'it ... 

t)'2aSizT+y^aSjvr  +  z2aSiw 
"     alSiw+ylSjzj  +  z^Sivr 

denote  2)SiBr,or  Sill,  by— a;  2Sj'srsni  ^Siwhy^b  and  — (?, 
respectively,  so  that  a,  b,  c  are  the  components  of  the  resultant 
of  translation  in  the  directions  of  i,y,  k.     Then 

Orf  =  -^-  >  &c. ; 
a 

,  ax(ii'\-byai'\-czay, 

hence  p  =  —    \  r  ^ -i 

ax  +  by  +  cz 

which  proves  that  the  extremity  of  p  lies  in  the  plane  of  the 
points  ij,  ij,  i^,  since  (Tait's  Quaternions,  §  30)  the  extremities 
of  four  vectors  pj,  p^,  p^,  p^  drawn  from  the  origin  will  be 
coplanar  if  p^p,+p,p^+PsP,-^p,p^  =  0, 

and  jOi  +^2  +Ps  +  A  =  0- 

This  plane,  which  is  therefore  absolutely  fixed  in  the  body, 
we  shall  call  the  plane  of  centres.  It  depends  simply  on  the 
magnitudes  and  directions  of  the  forces  and  the  points  at  which 
they  are  applied. 

A  special  centre  of  parallel  forces  deserves  to  be  noticed.  It 
is  that  obtained  by  resolving  all  the  forces  parallel  to  their 
resultant  of  translation,  IT.  The  vector  to  this  point,  which  we 
shall  call  the  principal  centre  of  the  plane  of  centres,  is 

a^ai  +  b^aj  +  c^a^ 
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249.]  Two  Forces.  To  find  the  camfiiioHS  tkai  a  ^y^tem  of  force* 
should  be  astatically  equivalent  to  two  forces. 

Let  the  two  forces  be  17^  and  ITj  at  points  whose  vectors  are 
Ay^  and  A^* 
Hence  ITi  +  rij  +  ri   =0,  (1) 

Ji5*ni  + Jj^ma  =-/,  (2) 

A^SjU^^A^SjU^^^J,  (3) 

A^  Sk  Hi  +  A^  Si  Dj  =  —  JT.  (4) 

The  last  three  equations  show  that  /,  /,  K  most  be  coplanar 
with  Jj  and  A^     Hence    8TJK  =  0.  (a) 

But  there  is  another  condition  to  be  satisfied ;  for  if  //+  mJ 
+  nK  =  0,  when  /,  m,  »  are  given  scalars,  by  multiplying  (2), 
(3),  and  (4)  by  /,  m,  n,  adding^  and  equating  to  zero  the  coeffi- 
cients of  A I  and  A^  (for  no  such  equation  as  pA^  +  qA^  =  0  is 
possible^  p  and  q  being  scalars)  we  have 

ISin^+mSjU^  +  nSinj^  =  0,  (5) 

ISiU^-^mSjU^  +  nSin^  =  0,  (6) 
which^  from  (1)^  g^ve  by  addition  this  second  condition^ 

iSin  +  mSjn  +  nSkn  =  0.  (fi) 

Now  it  is  easy  to  see  that  (a)  and  (fi)  signify  that  tie  three 
centres,  P^y  Pj,  P^  of  parallel  forces  are  in  one  right  line.  For 
we  have  assumed  /5in.a<  +  «f5;n.a_^  +  »iS^rT.aj  =  0;  and  we 
know  that  the  extremities  of  three  vectors  will  be  collinear 
(Tait's  Quaternions,  §  30)  if  the  sum  of  their  multipliers  in 
this  equation  is  zero — which  is  asserted  in  (^).  We  shall  call 
this  the  Line  of  Centres.  Moreover,  the  points  of  application  of 
IIj  and  ria  must  also  lie  on  this  line.     For  (2)  can  be  written 

and  since,  by  (l),  SiUy^-^SiU^-vSiH  =  0,  this  equation  shows 
that  the  points  at  which  ITj  and  U^  act  lie  on  a  right  line 
through  ij ;  similarly,  they  lie  on  a  right  line  through  ij ; 
therefore,  &c. 

Again,  the  forces  U^  and  U^  are  obviously  known  in  magni- 
tudes and  directions  from  equations  (1)  ...(4)  as  soon  as  their 
points  of  application  are  assumed ;  and  in  all  cases  they  are  both 
parallel  to  a  given  plane  ;  for  (5)  gives 

8(li+mj-{^nk)U^  =  0, 
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and  a  similar  equation  in  ITg^  which  show  that  ITi  and  FF^  are 
both  perpendicular  to  the  vector  li  +  mj  +  ni,  as  is  also  the 
Resultant  of  Translation  of  the  given  system^  by  (jS). 

Now/  =  — flO|,    J  =  ^baj,    K=z—ca^, 
Assume  the  vectore  Ay^  and  -ig-     I^®^ 

Then  equations  (2),  (3),  (4)  give 

o.„  ^w?  n'r^  bix—l)  o,„  cnx  +  bm 

which,  of  course,  determine  U^  and  Ilj. 

If  we  take  n,  and  ITg  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  we  have 

which  gives 

Now  it  is  obvious  that  the  distance  of  the  extremity  of  J, 
from  /J  is  a?.ijij,  and  the  distance  of  the  extremity  of -^^g  ^^'^°^ 
ij  is  y .  PiPj  ;  and  this  last  equation  shows  that  these  distances 
(f  1  and  f  2)  are  connected  by  an  equation  of  the  form 

and  that,  therefore,  the  points  at  which  ITj  and  Tig  are  applied 
are  conjugate  points  of  an  involution  system  on  the  line  of 
centres  ijijij. 

The  distance  of  the  centre  of  this  involution  system  from  ij  is 


b{bn-an) 
^(a^  +  ^  +  c^r   ^' 


(a2  +  ^  +  c2y 

so  that  the  vector,  X2,  to  this  centre  is 

b(bn'~cm)     .  . 

''^  "«(««  + ^2 +  C2)^^^~^^'^' 
^^  ^=  2   .    A2   .      2       ^  (^) 

which  is  (Art.  248}  the  vector  to  the  centre  of  a  system  of 
parallel  forces  whose  common  direction  is  that  of  the  Resultant 
of  Translation  of  the  given  system — i,e.  the  principal  centre. 

Hence,  when  a  system  of  forces  can  be  astatically  equilibrated  by 
ttco  rectangular  forces^  the  points  of  application  of  these  latter  must 
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lie  on  ike  line  cf  cenire^y  and,  le  coigugate  poinfs  of  an  inrolHiian 
stf9tem  wko%e  centre  is  He  centre  of  a  tystem  parallel  to  the  Result^ 
ant  of  Translation, 

It  remains  to  be  proved  that  the  line  of  centres  is  unique. 
For  this  purpose  we  shall  show  that^  if  the  given  forces  are  each 
resolved  in  the  direction  of  any  vector,  the  centre  of  this  8}^tem 
will  lie  on  the  line  ijijij. 

If  *'  is  the  assumed  vector,  let  T  =  ari  +^^'  +  zk ;  then  the  vector 
to  the  centre  of  forces  parallel  to  V  is 

Oj  Sf'CTy^  +  a^  ^iVj  + . . .  xI+^+  zK 

If  /'  is  this  vector,  we  have 

(or  +  ^  +  cr)/'— o^.a,  — iy.aj  — <:^.a|^=0; 

and  since  the  sum  of  the  multipliers  of  I\  o,-,  a^,  a^^  is  zero,  and 
the  extremities  of  the  latter  three  are  collinear,  the  extremity  of 
r  must  lie  on  the  line  of  centres. 

The  relations  between  the  vectors  A^  and  A^  and  the  forces 
n^  and  ITj  will,  perhaps,  be  better  seen  if  we  use  6  for  the  unit 
vector  in  the  direction  of  the  line  of  centres. 

Clearly,  then,  we  may  put,  when  Ui  and  U^  are  rectangular, 

where  ^^,  s,  /,  /'  are  all  given   constants,  and  x  any  variable 
scalar. 
Equations  (2),  (3),  (4)  then  determine  IT^  and  IIj,  and  give 

_       A^U-^xQ  _       a^U--xe  .. 

where  0  =  *t  +  *y  +  ^'^,  so  that  0  is  a  given  vector  parallel  to 
the  plane  to  which  IT,  n^,  and  02  are  all  parallel. 

It  is  easy  to  prove  in  diflTerent  ways  that  the  vectors  IT  and  0 
are  perpendicular  to  each  other.  One  simple  method  consists  in 
the  fact  that  i^rTj^ITs  must  be  zero  independently  of  the  value  of  x. 
It  may  be  seen  otherwise  thus : 

a/+  J/-f  cZ  =  -  (aa  +  i2  +  c2)  a  -  {as -^ bs' +  c/') $ ; 

and  this  gives,  by  (7),  a*  +  i/  +  c/'=  0,  which  is  the  condition 
that  0  and  IT  should  be  perpendicular. 
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The  condition  ^SlTing  =  0  fiirtlier  g^ves 

A«n2-02  =  0, 
or,  if  5  be  rn,  T@  =^  iB. 

Corresponding  to  different  values  of  x  we  can  represent  the 
magnitudes  and  directions  of  IT^  and  FFg.  Since  they  equilibrate 
n,  they  must,  of  course^  be  represented  by  the  two  sides  of  a 
right-angled  triangle  described,  in  a  plane  fixed  in  space,  on  IT 
afi  hypotenuse. 

Draw  from  any  origin,  0,  two  right  lines,  OA  and  05,  in  the 
directions  of  IT  and  0  respectively.  Then,  if  the  components  of 
ITi  along  OA  and  OB  are  X^  and  F^,  we  have 

^         A^B  y.  hBx 


h^^X^'         "1-     A2  +  ic2   ' 


therefore,  if  U^  =  0P|,  we  have 


X 


tamP^OA^j 

which  determines  the  direction  of  ITi. 

Again,  we  can  prove  the  following  theorem : — 

As  their  poinU  of  application  along  the  line  of  centres  vartfy  the 

two  rectangular  forces  which  astatically  equilibrate  the  system  trace 

out  a  hyperbolic  paraboloid. 

For  if  p  is  the  vector  to  any  point  on  the  surface  traced  out 

where  x  and  y  are  any  variable  scalars ;  or,  if  the  centre  of  the 
line  of  centres  is  taken  as  origin  of  vectors. 

The  Cartesian  equation  of  this  surface,  referred  to  the  line  of 
centres  as  axis  of  x,  and  those  of  FT  and  0  as  axes  of  y  and  r, 
respectively,  is  xyr=zhz. 

Since  the  two  forces  l\^  and  ITg  are  equivalent  to  the  given 
system,  the  discussion  of  these  forces  may  replace  the  discussion 
of  the  system.  For  example,  to  find  Poinsot*s  Axis,  we  have, 
from  (8)  and  (9), 

YA^U^^  FA^U^  =  -  r(£2n  +  tf  0). 
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Hence,  from  Art.  245,  Poinsot's  Axis  is 

p  =  a?IT  +  12—  ^5  Fe&U; 
or,  if  the  centre  of  the  line  of  centres  is  taken  as  origin  of  yectois, 

p=:a?IT-  -j^Ve®U, 

80  that  Poinsot's  Axis  will  coincide  with  the  Resoltant  of  Trans- 
lation at  the  centre  of  the  line  of  centres  if  F^Gn  =  0,  or,  in 
other  words,  if  the  line  of  centres  is  perpendicular  to  the  plane 
(of  0  and  n)  to  which  the  forces  II^,  n,,  and  n  are  parallel. 
The  body  may,  of  coarse,  be  tmned  round  so  that  this  perpen- 
dicularity occurs. 

A  system  of  forces  can  be  astatically  equilibrated  bg  two  forces 
wien  all  tie  forces  of  tie  system  are  jaarallel  to  one  plane. 

For,  let  the  unit  vector  perpendicular  to  this  plane  be  taken 

as  k.    Then  Skts^  =  0,  Sim^  =  0, ;  therefore  JC  =  0,  and 

the  equations  reduce  to 

ni+nj+n  =  o,  (lo) 

A^SiU^-^-A^SiU^-^SiU.a^  =  o,  (H) 

A^Sjn^^A^SjU^-\-Sjn.aj^O.  (12) 

The  second  shows  that  the  extremities  of  the  vectors  A^^  A^y 
and  a^  are  collinear,  since  by  (lO)  the  sum  of  their  multipliers  is 
zero.  Similarly  (12)  shows  that  the  extremities  of  A-^^  A^^  and 
a^  are  collinear ;  therefore  the  points  of  application  of  11^  and  n, 
lie  on  the  line  of  centres. 

A  system  of  forces  may  be  astatic  for  displacements  about  a  par- 
tieular  axis  without  being  astatic  for  displacements  about  other  axes. 

If  (T  is  the  unit  vector  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  displace- 
ment, the  conditions  of  continuous  equilibrium  are 

2«rr=  0, 
cost/f2  ratsr+ 2  sin*^2  (rtsr<r5ocr)  +  sin^2  r.tsrTair  =  0 ; 

the  latter,  holding  for  all  values  of  t/r,  gives 

2ratsr=0,     2(rt!r<riSoa)  =  0,     2  T.  tsr  Ta  a  =  0. 

Consider  the  case  in  which  all  the  forces  lie  in  one  plane,  and 
let  the  axis  of  displacement  be  any  axis  perpendicular  to  this 
plane.    Also  take  the  origin  of  vectors  in  the  plane. 
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Then  these  conditions,  since 

Sa-^a  =  Sa^(T  = =  0,     S'sr^a  =  Sxsr^a  = =  0, 

become  S«t  =  0,     2FaBr  =  0,     25atT=0. 

It  has  been  shown  (Vol.  I,  pp.  130,  131)  how  these  conditions 
are  otherwise  deduced,  it  being  observed  that  2,8 avr  is  obviously 
the  Virial  of  the  forces. 

Such  a  system  of  forces  as  this  can  always  be  equilibrated  (for 
the  displacements  considered)  by  a  single  force.  For,  let  the 
force  be  H^  at  the  extremity  of  a  vector  A^.     Then  the  conditions 

are  ni  +  n=0,       Jini  +  2aOT  =  0; 

^  ^  A        2a«r 

the  expression  for  A^  being  evidently  a  vector,  since  a^,  or^, ... 
and  n  are  all  coplanar. 

We  thus  arrive  at  the  *  Centre'  of  the  system,  and  it  is  very 
easy  to  prove  that  (see  Vol.  I,  p.  130)  this  point  is  characterised 
by  the  vanishing  of  the  sum  of  the  moments  and  of  the  Virial 
of  the  forces  about  it. 

250.]  Three  Forces.  To  investigate  the  astatical  equivalence  of 
a  system  of  forces  to  tAree  forces. 

Let  the  forces  be  rTj,  ITg,  and  IT3  at  the  extremities  of  vectors 

An    A2i    -Ag. 

Then  n^  +  Hg  +  Hg  =  -  n,  (l) 

A^SiU^  +  A2SiU2'\-A^SiU^  =  -/,  (2) 

A^Sjn^  +  A^SjU^^A^SjU^  =  -/,  (3) 

A^SiU^+A^SiU^  +  A^SiU^  =  -JT.  (4) 

« 

Now,  Sin  being  still  denoted  by  —a,  &c.,  (2)  can  be  written 

A^Sini  +  A2SiU2-\-A^SiU^—aai  =  0, 
while  (1)  gives  SiU^  +  SiU^  +  SiU^-a  ±=  0. 

Hence  (Art.  248)  the  extremities  of  A^,  A 2,  and  A^  lie  in  a 
plane  containing  the  point  />,  which  has  been  shown  to  be  the 
centre  of  a  system  of  parallel  forces  obtained  by  resolving  each 
force  parallel  to  i. 

The  remaining  equations  show  in  the  same  way  that  these 
extremities  lie  in  a  plane  containing  Pj  and  ij^. 

Hence  tke  points  of  application  of  the  three  forces  which  astati- 
cally  equilibrate  the  system  lie  in  the  plane  of  the  three  centres 
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I^y  Pj^  Pi^;  that  is,  the  plane  containing  the  extremities  of  the 
vectors  a^ ,  ay,  a^.   This  plane  we  have  called  the  Plane  of  Centres. 

The  astatic  redaction  to  three  forces  is  therefore  always  possible. 

The  equation  of  the  plane  of  centres  is,  of  course, 

5(  Va^a^  +  Va^a^  +  Va^ a^)  p  =  —  Sa^aja^^.  (5) 

Operating  on  (2),  (3),  (4)  with  S .  VA^A^,  we  have 

Si  Di .  SA^A^A^  =  -SIVA^A^, 

Sj  ITj .  SA^A^A^  =  — SJVA^A^^ 

Si  n^ .  SA^  A^  ^3  =  —SKFA^A^ ; 
which  give 

Hi  -^jsj^j  J  {iSIFA^A^-^JSJFA^A^-^^kSKFA^A^) ; 

and  in  the  same  way  we  obtain  172  and  ITj,  so  that,  when  their 
points  of  application  are  assumed,  the  forces  IT^,  172,  FFg,  are  thus 
completely  known. 

It  may  be  observed  that  the  origin  of  vectors  can  always  be 
so  chosen  that  the  vectors  a,.,  a^,  Oj^  shall  be  a  rectangular  system, 
the  vectors  i,j\  Jk,  remaining  the  same.  For  the  points  ij,  Pj,  P^ 
depend  only  on  the  vectors  »,  j\  i,  and  not  on  the  origin  of 
vectors;  and,  given  three  points  ij,  i},  /].,  two  other  points, 
Q  and  Q\  can  be  found  such  that  the  lines  QiJ,  QPj,  and  QP^  are 
a  rectangular  system,  as  are  also  the  lines  Q'Pi,  QPj,  and  Q'P^. 

The  points  Q  and  Q^  are  the  points  common  to  three  spheres 
described  on  the  sides  of  the  triangle  P^Pj  P^bb  diameters ; 
they  are  equidistant  from  this  plane  on  opposite  sides,  and  lie  on 
the  perpendicular  to  it  drawn  through  the  orthocentre  of  the 
triangle. 

We  may  suppose  either  of  these  points  taken  as  origin  of  vectors, 
and  treat  7,  /,  jIT  as  a  rectangular  system. 

For  simplicity,  denoting  the  vectors  FA^A^,  FA^A^y  FA^A^  by 
Cj,  fj,  ^3,  we  have 

Oi  =     .      ^  {iSl€^  -^jSJf^  +  iSK€^),  (6) 

Hj  =     .     I  {iSn^  +jSJe^  +  iSKf^),  (7) 

na  =    ^     I  {iSl€^+jSJ,^  +  iSK€^).  (8) 
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It  maj  be  noticed  that,  for  different  systems  of  rectangular 
vectors  i\j\  Vy  the  vectors  to  the  centres  of  the  corresponding 
systems  of  parallel  forces  are  in  the  directions  of  conjugate 
diameters  of  a  certain  ellipsoid.     For  if 

i^xi ^yj  +  zi,    /=  x^i+yj  +  Zk,    K  ^  af'i  +/>'  +  /'>fe, 

it  is  obvious  that  /,  /',  K!  are 

xI-^yJ-VzK,    ixfI^j^J+2^K,    a?"/+/V+/'i: 

respectively.     And  since  xoi -vy^ •\-zZ  =  0,  &c.,  it  follows  that 

siT&ir    sjrsjr    sktskj' 

showing  that  the  vectors  to  the  new  centres  are  in  the  directions 
of  conjugate  diameters  of  the  ellipsoid 

ffl/p      S^Jp      S^Kp  _ 

/*"*■/*■*"  Z*  "  ^' 

The  origin  of  vectors  is  now  a  fixed  point  in  the  body,  and  the 
points  Pi,  Pj,  Pj^i  are,  of  course,  fixed  points  in  the  body;  and, 
by  the  nature  of  astatic  equilibrium,  we  may  consider  the  body 
as  being  placed  in  any  position  whatever.  Suppose,  then,  that 
it  is  so  turned  round  the  origin  of  vectors  that  /,  /,  and  K 
coincide  in  directions  with  i,  j\  h  respectively.  This  may  be 
regarded  as  a  sort  of  initial  position  of  the  body.  Let  the  tensors 
of  /,  /,  and  JC  be  ^1,  ^2»  ^^^  h  respectively.     Then 

becomes  tiiSi^i  +  f^'Sj^i  +  t^iSifiy  that  is,  a  self-conjugate 
linear  vector  fonction  of  €y  Denote  it  by  ^e^.  Then  (6),  (7), 
and  (8)  give 

But  in  the  ellipsoid  Sp<t>p  =  1 ,  the  normal  at  the  extremity  of 
a  vector  a  is  parallel  to  ^a  (Tait's  Quaternions,  Chap.  VIII). 

Hence  we  have  the  following  theorem : — 

Tie  body  being  placed  in  the  initial  position,  the  forces  applied  at 
the  extremities  of  any  three  vectors,  Ai,  A^,  A^,  drawn  from  the 
origin  to  points  in  the  plane  of  centres,  are  in  the  directions  of 
normals  to  the  ellipsoid  Sp<l>p  =  1  at  the  points  where  its  surface  is 
intersected  by  the  vectors  FA^A^,  FA^A^,  FA^Aj^. 

If  we  wish  the  forces  11^,  n^,  Ilg  to  be  a  mutually  rectangular 
set,  we  must  take  S4>fi4>^2  ^  ^>  ^'^  trom.  which  it  is  evident 
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that  the  directions  of  f  j,  f,,  and  c,  mnst  be  conjugate  diameters 
of  the  ellipsoid  Sp<l>^  p  =  1. 

Of  course  the  centres  i^,  Pj,  I^  may  be  taken  as  those  at 
which  the  forces  are  applied.  The  forces  will  then  be  in  the 
directions  t,y,  i  respectively,  and  in  the  initial  position  they  will 
meet  in  a  point.  Their  magnitndes  are  obviously  a,  by  e^hj  the 
very  nature  of  a  resolution  of  the  given  system  of  forces  into 
three  component  parallel  sets  (Art.  248). 

What  we  have  just  called  the  initial  poiition  of  the  body 
requires  a  few  words  to  render  its  nature  more  clear.  Any  three 
directions  t,  j^  i,  fixed  in  space,  being  chosen,  and  the  centres 
Pa  Pj9  ^k  coi'i'esponding  to  them  being  taken,  join  these  centres 
to  one  of  the  two  points^  Q,  at  which  they  subtend  right  angles  in 
pairs.  When  the  body  has  a  position  given  to  it  at  random  the 
lines  QPi,  QPj^  QP^  axe  not  parallel  to  the  corresponding 
directions  i,j\  k ;  but  (Q  being  obviously  a  point  in  rigid  con- 
nection with  the  body)  if  the  body  is  moved  so  that  these  lines 
OP^y  &c.,  are  parallel  to  »,  y,  k^  the  system  of  forces  mil  have  in 
this  position  a  single  resultant. 

¥oT  it  ia  obvious  from  elementary  principles  (see  Art.  248) 
that  the  given  force  system  could  always  be  replaced  by  a  force 
at  Pi  parallel  to  i  and  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  components  of 
all  forces  parallel  to  i,  together  with  forces  at  Pj  and  P^  equal  to 
the  sums  of  components  parallel  to^  and  i.  Hence  these  forces 
would  act  in  the  lines  QP^,  QPj,  QP^  if  these  lines  were  placed 
parallel  to  »,  j\  ky  and  there  would,  therefore,  be  a  single 
resultant. 

Since  any  directions  may  be  chosen  for  i,  j\  k,  there  will  be 
an  infinite  number  of  triads  of  centres  ij,  ij,  P^ — all  lying  in  a 
plane  fixed  in  the  body — ^and  of  lines  QP^ ,  &c.^  and  therefore  of 
initial  positions.  Hence  an  initial  position  is  simply  any  one  in 
which  the  forces  have  a  single  resultant. 

If  the  vectors  a^,  o^,  ...  are  measured  from  a  Q-point  (i.e.  a 
point  at  which  Pf,  Pj,  P^  subtend  right  angles  in  pairs),  the 
function  ^aSwp  will  be  self-conjugate  in  the  initial  position  in 
which  the  single  resultant  passes  through  this  point  (Art.  244). 
Generally,  in  all  questions  relating  to  the  equilibrium  of  a  g^ven 
force  system,  we  may  substitute  for  the  system  three  forces,  viz. 
those  which  are  astatically  equivalent  to  the  system  at  any 
triad  of  centres,  ij,  i^,  P^. 
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251.]  Grouping  of  the  Centres  round  the  Principal 
Centre.  Simplicity  will  be  gained  by  taking  the  principal 
centre  as  origin  of  vectors,  and  supposing  that  all  positions  of 
the  body  are  obtained  by  rotation  round  this  point  as  a  fixed 
point  in  space.  Further,  of  the  three  fixed-space  vectors  i,  y,  i, 
we  shall  take  i  in  the  (invariable)  direction  of  the  Resultant  of 
Translation  of  the  forces.  This  latter  assumption  will  make 
j  =  0,  <?  =  0,  since  the  sums  of  the  components  of  the  forces 
perpendicular  to  the  direction  of  their  Resultant  of  Translation 
are  necessarily  zero.  The  constant  a  becomes  then  the  magnitude 
of  this  resultant.  Moreover,  since  Q,,  the  vector  from  the  origin 
to  the  principal  centre,  is  zero,  we  must  have  (Art.  249)  /=  0. 

The  vectors  J  and  K,  of  course,  remain.  Let  C  be  the 
principal  centre ;  then  / and  K are  vectors  at  Cin  the  plane  of 
centres,  and  we  can  easily  see  that  the  fixed-space  directions 
J  and  i  can  be  so  chosen  as  to  make  /  and  K  at  right  angles  to 
each  other.  For,  let  /  and  ^  be  any  two  rectangular  unit 
vectors  in  the  plane  of  ji,  let  6  be  the  angle  between 
/  andy.     Then 

/=j  cos  0  +  ksin$;  iS^=— /sin^  +  icosd; 
and  if  tT  and  JT  are  the  vectors  corresponding  to  /  and  i\ 
«/'=  2a5/tsr,   Z'=  laSi'rsr  ;  therefore 
«r= /cos^  +  ^sin^;  K^=:  ^-JsmO  +  K cos  0 ; 
BO  that  J'  and  K'  will  be  rectangular  if 

tan2d=-g^— ^. 

We  shall  suppose,  then,  that  j  and  k  have  been  chosen  so 
that  /  and  K  are  rectangular  ;  and  these  latter  we  shall  call  the 
principal  vectors  in  the  plane  of  centres  ;  the  axes  of  i,/,  k  thus 
chosen  may  be  called  the  principal  fixed  space  axes. 

Now  let  li'\-mj-\'nk  be  a  unit  vector,  p,  in  any  direction  at  C, 
its  direction-cosines  being  /,  m^  n.  The  vector  to  the  centre,  P, 
which  corresponds  to  this  vector  is 

mJ-\'nK  ,  . 

—Ta ^^' 

If  the  vectors  /  and  K  are  taken  as  axes  of  y  and  Zy  respec- 
tively, and  if  their  tensors  are  t  and  i\  the  co-ordinates  of  P 
being  (y,  z),  we  have 

mt  fif  /  ^  V 
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a  heing,  as  before  said,  the  magnitade  of  tiie  Beeoltant  of  Trans- 
lation of  tiie  given  forces. 

Up  is  any  yector  in  a  given  plane,  px-^gy-^rz  =  0,  we  have 
pl+qm-hm  =  0,  so  that  the  locos  of  P  is  the  right  line 

K  p  is  any  vector  making  a  constant  angle,  $,  with  the 
direction  of  the  Besnltant  of  Translation,  we  have 

m*  +  «*  =sm*d; 
therefore  tiie  locos  of  P  is  the  ellipse 

And  if  we  wish  to  astatically  eqoilibrate  the  given  system  by 
three  forces  at  the  three  centres,  P,  P^,  P"^  corresponding  to 
any  three  rectangolar  directions, 

the  magnitodes  of  these  forces  will  be,  respectively,  la^  fa^  Va^ 
and  they  will  be  parallel  to  the  assomed  directions  li'\-ng^nk^ 
&c  (p.  79). 

It  is  to  be  noted  that,  with  the  origin  of  vectors  as  now  chosen, 
the  general  valoes  (6)  &c.,  of  Art.  250  for  IT^,  U^,  IT,  all 

assome  the  indeterminate  form  ->  since  the  vectors  A^,  J^,  A^ 

are  coplanar,  the  operations  8 .  FA^A^,  &c.,  by  which  they  were 
obtained  from  (2),  (3),  (4)  being  illosory.  But  the  stodent 
will  have  no  difficolty  in  obtaining  the  resolt  jost  given  (which 
is  obvioos  from  first  principles)  from  the  general  equations 
referred  to. 

A  given  system  of  forces  can  always  be  replaced,  with  complete 
astatical  equivalence,  by  three  equal  and  mutually  rectangular 
forces.  For  we  have  only  to  choose  the  directions  /i  +  m/  +  »^, 
&c.,  parallel  to  which  all  the  forces  are  resolved,  so  that 

that  is,  the  three  equivalent  forces  are  all  inclined  to  the  direction 
of  the  Besnltant  of  Translation  at  cos~^— ;^9  and  each  force 

- «  ■  ^' 

VOL.  u.  a 
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The  corresponding  centres  (all  lying,  of  course,  on  the  ellipse 
(4) )  form  a  triangle  of  which  the  centre  of  the  ellipse  is  the 
centroid  (*  centre  of  gravity '). 

252.]  Frinoipal  Moment  at  the  Principal  Centre.  Replace 
the  system  by  three  mutually  rectang^ar  forces  at  any  three 
centres,  P,  P',  P",  whose  vectors  are 

mJ+nK     n^JWK     m''J+n''K 
la       ^  Fa      ^  V'a       ' 

the  principal  fixed  space  axes  being  those  of  reference.  The 
corresponding  forces  are  la  (li  +  mj + ni),  &c.  Then  G,  the  axis 
of  principal  moment  at  C  (the  principal  centre),  being  2Vaw, 
we  have  G=zr(Jj  +  Kk),  (1) 

Also,  i  being  the  direction  of  IT,  the  Resultant  of  Translation, 
the  condition  for  a  single  resultant  is  8Gi  =  0,  or 

SJk  =  SKj,  (2) 

that  is,  the  body  must  be  turned  round  C  until  the  body-vectors 
/  and  K  satisfy  this  condition. 

The  position  of  the  body  being  any  whatever,  Poinsot's 
moment  is  S{Ji^Kj),  (3) 

since  it  is  SU  G. 

253.]  Wrench  of  Maximnm  Pitch.  Poinsot's  moment  is 
evidently  a  numerical  maximum  in  some  position  or  positions  of 
the  body,  since  when  there  is  a  single  resultant  it  is  zero.  When 
it  is  a  maximum  its  differential  must  vanish  for  any  small  change 
of  position  of  the  body — i.e.  for  a  rotation  through  any  small 
angle  At^  round  any  axis.    Equating  to  zero  the  differential  of  (3), 

S{idJ-^jdK)  =  0,  (1) 

Now,  if  0-  is  a  unit  vector  in  the  direction  of  any  axis  by  small 
rotation  round  which  the  new  position  of  the  body  is  attained,  it 
is  obvious  either  from  first  principles,  or  from  (A)  of  Art  243, 
that  rfe/  =  —  A>/r .  FJa,  and  rf^  =  -  At/r .  FKa.  (2) 

Hence  substituting  in  (l)  we  have 

S{iJ-jK)<T  =  0,  (3) 

which  must  hold  for  every  value  of  o-.  But  this  is  impossible 
unless  r(kJ^jK)  =  0,  (4) 

which  obviously  requires  j^  i,  J  and  K  to  be  coplanar. 

Hence  the  principal  body-vectors  must  be  placed  in  the  plane 
of  the  principal  fixed-space  vectors y,  i. 
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If,  then,  $  is  the  angle  between  /  and  J,  Poinsot's  moment 

•  

=  8Jk—8Kj  =  (/  +  ^  sin  ^,  whieh  is  a  maYimnm  when  ^  =  « J 

i.e.  the  body  must  be  tomed  ronnd  the  principal  centre  so  as  to 

make  /  coincide  with  k  and  K  with  — y,  and  the  maiimnm 
pitch  is  f^f^ 

When  /  coincides  with  — i  and  K  withy,  the  pitch  is  — (^  +  f), 
an  algebraic  minimum. 

254.]  Minding'8  Theorem.  Whenever  tie  hody  is  90  placed 
Hat  tie  farces  have  a  single  resultant^  its  line  of  action  intersects 
two  conies  fixed  in  the  body.    The  equation  of  Poinsot's  axis  is 

p  =  xU  +  -mjrf  {^^'  245).   Substituting  ai  for  11,  and  the  value 

of  G  from  Art.  252,  this  becomes 

p  =  axi^^(jSiJ'\'kSiK).  (1) 

a 

We  shall  now  bj  means  of  (2)  of  Art.  252  express  j  and  k  in 

terms  of  i^  /,  and  K.     Putting  Vij  for  k^  this  condition  g^ves 

or    8Kj^SJij  =  0,  or  SKj-^8.  VJi.j^  0, 
or,  finaUy,  8{K^  FiJ)j  =  0, 

i.e.  /  is  perpendicular  to  ir+  FiJ;  and  it  is  also  perpendicular 
to  t,  so  that  it  must  be  proportional  to  Ft{K+  FiJ).  Assume, 
then,  yj:=zr{iK+iFiJ), 

where  5^  is  a  scalar.     This  is  the  same  as 

yj=z  riK--J--i8iJ,  (2) 

since  (Tait's  Quaternions,  Art.  90)  F.  a  Ffiy  =  y8aP—fi8ay. 

Now  by  squaring  (2),  denoting  the  tensors  of  J  and  K,  as 
before,  by  t  and  ^,  and  the  unit  vector  perpendicular  to  /  and  K 
(Le.  to  the  plane  of  centres),  by  r,  we  have 

^  =  ^«sin«^  +  ^sin*<9'-2/^5iy,  (3) 

where  0  and  0^  are  the  angles  between  i  and  /,  and  between 
i  and  JT,  respectively. 

In  exactly  the  same  way,  if  in  (2)  of  Art.  252  we  put  Fki  for 
y,  we  find  yjt  =  F{  -i/+  iFiK) ; 

and  treating  this  as  above,  we  find  the  same  value  for  y  as  for  ^, 
BO  that  ^*  =  -  FiJ-K--i8iK.  (4) 
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Substituting  the  values  of  y  and  h  from  (2)  and  (4)  in  (1),  we 

have        ayp  ^pi^-JSiJ^KSiK+SurriK^SiKFiJ,  (6) 

where  jD  is  a  scalar.  The  last  two  terms  of  this  are  easily  proved 
to  be  of  the  form  bi  +  ev;  for  they  are  SJiFiK+SiKFJi ;  and 
if  q  and  r  are  any  quaternions,  SqFr-\-SrFq=iFqr''F.FqFr; 
hence  these. two  terms  are  equal  to  ^FJK—F.FJiFiK.  But 
the  vectors  FJi  and  FiK  are  each  perpendicular  to  t,  therefore 
the  vector  of  their  product  is  parallel  to  1,  while  for  FJK  we  can 
use  tfv.     Hence  (5)  becomes 

where  z  is  simply  a  scalar.  We  may  denote  the  linear  vector 
function  ^JSJa-^KSKa  by  x*''*  so  that 

ayp  =  zi'\'X%—tf.  Vy 

=  ()(  +  ^)i— ^^.  v. 
To  find  the  point  in  which  this  line  intersects  the  body-plane 
Kv,  put  SJp  =  0.  Now  SJxi  =  -J'^SJi  =  fiSJi ; 

therefore  (fi  +  z)  SJi  =  0, 

which  gives  z^^-fi.     Hence  for  the  point  of  intersection 

ayp=^{x-fi)i-^i'Pi  (6) 

therefore    ay{x—t^)-^p  =  i-tf  {x—fiy^v.  (7) 

Now  if  for  simplicity  we  use  X  and  ix  for  unit  vectors  in  the 
directions  J  and  K^  so  that  J  =  tk,  K  =  ffi^ 

X<r=  '-fiKSka-'f^fiSiia'; 

also  t^a  =  —  ^*  (\S\a  +  fiSfia'  +  vSv  <r), 

.-.     (x-^)<r  =  (^-^)M5'M(T  +  ^j^iSi;<r,  (8) 

and  from  this  we  find  at  once 

if  ^\o'=0,  i.e.  if  (T  is  coplanar  with  /m  and  i^,  as  p  in  (6)  is  sup- 
posed to  be.     [To  invert  the  function  X"-^>  assume 

where  A  and  £  are  unknown  scalars ;  then  operate  on  both  sides 
with  X— ^*>  *^d  "^^  ff®^  -^  *^d  -^  *^  once.] 

From  (9)  we  have  (x*"^)"^*'  =  —  J2 '  ^  *^*^  ('')  becomes 

«J'(x-^rV  =  »+7^.  (10) 
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From  (6)  and  (10),  It  taking  tiie  aedar  of  the  product, 
a^fSp  (x-'Vp  =  S.{i^.  jp)[{x-i*)i-t*'.p-\ 

=  iS.(i+  jT)l{t*-t'*)iiSi,i+{t*Si»-U')v'\ 

(remembering  that,  once  X,  /«,  v  are  rectangtdar  onit  yectors, 
(SiXf-¥(Sinf+{8ipf  =  1,    or    {Sipf  =  1  -«»»«-«»•«'). 
Hence  we  have  i 

Sl>{x-f*)-'P  =  ^  (11) 

for  the  point  in  which  the  line  of  the  single  resultant  intersects 
the  body-plane  Kp,  Bat  if  the  lines  A,  /a,  if  are  taken,  respectively, 
as  axes  of  x,  jr,  and  r,  and  the  qnadric 

is  constmcted,  equation  (11)  denotes  the  focal  conic 

— £ —  + --  1 

<'««/«  ^^'«      * 

in  the  plane  yz,  so  that  this  conic  is  the  locus  of  points  in  which 
the  single  resultant  intersects  the  plane.  Similarly  the  points 
in  which  it  intersects  the  plane  xz  lie  on  the  focal  conic 

x^  f!  - 

Thus  the  Theorem  of  Minding  is  proved. 

[The  proof  here  given  proceeds  on  the  basis  of  a  proof  given 
by  Professor  Tait  in  a  more  condensed  form.] 

255.]  Theorem.  At  every  jioint  there  can  he  found  two  axes 
round  eiiher  of  which  if  the  body  is  displaced  by  rotation  through 
any  angle,  the  sum  of  the  moments  of  the  forces  about  the  axis  is 
zero. 

Let  0  be  any  point  (taken  as  origin  of  vectors),  and  let  the 
body  be  rotated  roimd  an  axis  through  0  in  the  direction  of  the 
unit  vector  a.     Then  taking  as  before  ^a  =  ^aSvra, 

4)'<r  =  2«r4So<r,   h  =  2Savr,  and  0  =  2Fo«r, 
the  new  principal  moment  at  0  is,  from  ({),  Art.  244,  given  by 
the  equation 

ffzzi  Ccos^— 2  8in*-5^r<r^'<r  +  sinV^(^<r— <^<r);  (a) 
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and  if  the  sum  of  the  moments  about  the  axis  of  rotation  is 
zero,  we  must  have  SG^a  =  0, 

independently  of  the  value  of  yjr. 

Now  SG'a  =  <;os  ^/r  SGcr—sin  ^  (A  +  Saifxr), 

so  that  we  must  have 

SGiT=:0,     Sa4)iT=:  -^,  («) 

while,  of  course,  fcr  =  1. 

The  first  of  these  shows  that  o*  must  be  perpendicular  to  G, 
the  axis  of  principal  moment  at  0  before  rotation,  while  the 
second  and  third  show  that  it  must  be  a  vector  drawn  to  some 
point  on  the  curve  of  intersection  of  a  unit  sphere  with  the 
quadric  Safp  a  =  —A.  Now  this  curve  is  intersected  by  the  plane 
SG<r  =  0  in  four  points  which  lie  in  pairs  (by  symmetry)  on 
two  right  lines  drawn  through  0. 

If,  then,  translation  along  the  axis  of  rotation  is  prevented  by 
suitable  means,  the  body  will  be  in  equilibrium  in  every  position 
produced  by  rotation  round  either  of  these  lines. 

256.]  Reduction  to  a  Force  and  Two  Conples.  A  par- 
ticular case  of  the  reduction  to  three  forces  deserves  to  be 
noticed.  Suppose  the  direction  of  the  vector  ^  to  be  chosen  so  as 
to  coincide  with  that  of  the  Resultant  of  Translation.  Then  j  and 
i  are  perpendicular  to  this  direction,  and  therefore  b  and  c,  the 
sums  of  the  resolved  parts  of  the  forces  in  directions  perpendicular 
to  the  Resultant  of  Translation,  are  each  zero.  Hence  Pj  and  P^ 
are  at  infinity,  while  ij  is,  of  course,  the  centre  of  the  plane  of 
centres.  The  vectors  /and  K  of  course  remain,  and  the  directions 
of  y  and  i  may  be  so  chosen  that  /  and  K  are  perpendicular  to 
each  other,  as  has  been  already  shown  (Art.  251).  Let  C  be  the 
principal  centre  of  the  plane  of  centres,  and  suppose  that  0,  the 
origin  of  vectors,  is  chosen  on  the  perpendicular  through  C  to 
this  plane,  so  that  the  points  P^  (that  is,  C7),  Pj,  and  i^  subtend 
right  angles  in  pairs  at  0,  the  two  latter  points  being  at  infinity 

on  the  lines  OJ  and  OK. 

7 

Let  the  force  U^  be  applied  at  C,  i.e.  A^  =  OC  =  —  •     Then, 

the  body  being  placed  in  an  initial  position,  the  axes  of  the 
quadrics  Sp4)p  =  1  and  Sptft^p  =  1  are  in  the  directions  OC,  OJ, 
OK.  Hence  the  vectors  (^  ^^^  ^s  ^^  ^^  ^^^  plane /OiT,  and  (the 
applied  forces  being  taken  as  a  rectangular  system)  e^  coincides 
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in  direction  with  Ji ;  therefore  the  vectors  J^  and  A^  are  in  the 
plane  JOK,  and  their  extremities  are  at  infinity.  The  forces  n, 
and  n^  are  then  applied  at  infinity,  and  we  can  see  that  the 
magnitude  of  each  is  zero.  For,  denoting  (as  in  the  previous 
cases  in  which  the  origin  of  vectors  is  not  taken  at  the  principal 
centre)  the  tensors  of  /,  J,  K  by  t^t  t^  t^y  since 

it  is  very  easy  to  show  in  equations  (6),  &c.,  of  Art.  250  that 

where  Pi  is  the  angle  between  the  direction  of  A^  and  the  plane 
of  A^A^,  and  0^^  ^^,  yjf^  are  the  angles  between  Cj  and  the 
directions  of  /,  /,  K.     Similar  values  are  obtained  for 

TU^  and  TU^. 

Now,  in  the  present  case,  TA^  =  TA^  =  00  ;  therefore  ITj 
and  [Tj  are  zero  forces  applied  at  infinity. 

This  result,  of  course,  indicates  a  new  mode  of  reduction — 
namely,  to  a  force  and  two  couples ;  and  this  is  the  mode  of  re- 
duction adopted  in  all  cases  by  Moigno. 

Let  the  principal  centre  be  taken  as  origin  of  vectors,  and 
suppose  a  force  U^  applied  at  the  extremity  of  a  vector  y,  while 
a  force  —  ITj  is  applied  at  the  extremity  of  y.  Then  in  equa- 
tion (2)  of  Art.  250  we  shall  have  the  term  ySin^^ySiU^, 
or  (y—y^Sin^.  Denote  y^y'  by  11;  then  ft  is  the  vector 
joining  the  points  at  which  the  forces  (n^,  — ITj)  constituting 
the  couple  act.  Similarly,  let  1/  be  the  vector  joining  the  points 
at  which  the  forces  (rij,  — n,)  act.  We  may,  for  shortness,  call 
fi  and  f/  the  vector  arms  of  the  couples.  Then  our  equations  are 
(/and  A^  being  zero) 

ni+n  =  o. 

The  second  requires  SiU^  =  0,  SiU^  =  0;  i.e.  the  forces  of  the 
couples  are  in  a  plane  perpendicular  to  the  Resultant  of  Transla- 
tion.   Let  the  tensors  of  /  and  K  be  now  t  and  ^,  as  in  Art.  251. 
Suppose  the  body  plaeed  in  the  initial  position ;  then  /  =  tj^ 
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K=  t'i,  and  i  is  the  unit  vector  perpendicnlar  to  the  plane  of 
centres.    Hence  we  have 

^,8jnt+l/8jU,  =  -tj, 

Operate  on  these  with  S.  Fin',  <^^d  ohserre  that 
S^^Vii/  =  -^»>/=  -Sirnn'^TVy^y.' ; 
also  Sjrii/=  -Sky! ; 

then  we  have        8j n,  =  5;^;^.     ^^n,  =  -  ^^ . 

Hence  n,  =  ^l-,{-tjSiyr+t'i8jy.')  (1) 

Let  1X2  and  U^  be  perpendicolax  to  each  other.    Then 

which  shows  that  the  directions  of  fx  and  f/  are  those  of  a  pair  of 
conjugate  diameters  of  the  ellipse 

Sp<l>p  =  1  (3) 

where  <l>p^f^(j2'^jp-^77i'^^p)i  and /  (denoting  any  constant 

force  magnitude)  is  introduced  for  homogeneity. 

Assume  the  arms  to  be  represented,  not  only  in  directions,  but 
also  in  magnitudes,  by  a  pair  of  semi-conjugate  diameters.    Then 

TVyni'  is  constant  and  equal  to  ^,  the  product  of  the  semiaxes. 
Hence,  &om  (1)  and  (2)^ 

n.=/-(-/f%*%=/"(y^+*:^'). 

Now  the  ellipse  (3)  can  be  written  Ty^p  =  1,  where 
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and  yffp  obviously  denotes  the  vector  to  the  corresponding  point 
on  the  circaniscribed  circle.     Hence  we  have  simply 

ii,=/.^M,  n,=/.V'M'  (4) 

and  we  arrive  at  the  following  result  :— 

TAe  bodf  having  been  placed  so  that  the  plane  qf  centres  is  per^ 
pendicular  to  the  Besultant  of  Translation,  and  the  principal  vectors 
J  and  K,  fixed  in  the  body,  coincide  with  the  corresponding  vectors 
j  and  k  fixed  in  space,  the  system  may  be  astatically  equilibrated  by 
a  single  force  acting  at  the  centre  of  the  plane  of  centres,  equal  and 
opposite  to  the  Resultant  cf  Translation,  together  with  two  couples 
in  this  plane,  the  forces  of  these  couples  acting  in  two  rectangular 
directions  at  the  extremities  of  any  pair  cf  semi-conjugate  diameters 
of  a  certain  ellipse,  their  forces  being  all  equal  and  of  constant 
magnitude  whatever  pair  of  diameters  be  chosen,  and  the  forces  at 
the  extremities  of  each  semi-diameter  of  the  ellipse  being  parallel 
to  the  corresponding  semi-diameter  of  its  circumscribed  circle. 

257.]  Larmor's  Proof  of  Minding's  Theorem.  Professor 
Larmor  has  treated  questions  relating  to  astatic  equilibriom  in 
the  following  manner  (see  The  Messenger  of  Mathematics,  No.  1 60, 
Angnst,  1884).  The  position  of  any  line  in  space  may  be  de- 
fined by  six  constants,  or  'co-ordinates/  which  are  connected 
by  two  equations.  These  co-ordinates  are  the  direction-cosines, 
/,  m,  n,  of  the  line,  and  the  moments  round  the  axes  of  refer- 
ence of  a  unit  force  acting  along  the  line.  If  f  ,  17,  C^^  the  co- 
ordinates of  any  point' on  the  line,  these  moments  are  m^^nri, 
«f—^C>  lij—m^.  Denote  these  by  A,  fA,  v,  respectively.  Then 
the  two  equations  connecting  the  six  co-ordinates  (I,  m,  n.  A,  fi,  v) 
are  /*  +  i»^  +  «*  =  1, 

l\  +  mfi-^np  =  0. 

A  single  homogeneous  equation  of  the  n^  degree  between 
these  co-ordinates  represents  a  complex  of  lines  of  the  n^^  order. 
By  substituting  in  such  an  equation  the  values  of  A,  /ut,  v  in 
terms  of /,.•.,£,...  we  obtain  the  relation  between  the  direction- 
cosines  of  all  the  lines  of  the  system  that  can  be  drawn  through 
a  given  point  (£  17,  C)*  ^e  lines  of  the  complex  which  lie  in 
any  plane  envelope  a  curve ;  the  lines  common  to  two  complexes 
form  a  eongruency;  those  common  to  three  complexes  form  a 
ruled  sur&ce. 

Now  replace  the  given  force  system  by  a  single  force,  E,  equal 
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and  parallel  to  the  Resultant  of  Translation,  at  the  principal 
centre,  and  two  couples,  each  in  the  plane  of  centres,  each 
having  its  forces  equal  to  R,  one  force  of  each  couple  acting 
at  C,  and  the  others  at  points  on  the  two  principal  body-vectors 
J  and  K  at  distances  t  and  ^  from  ^  (/  in  the  last  Article  being 
taken  as  unity). 

Taking,  as  previously,  /,  K,  v,  as  axes  of  a?,  y,  z,  respectively, 
let  the  direction-cosines  of  the  resultant  force  and  those  of  the 
couples  be  (/,  m, «),  (/g,  «»2»  ^2)*  *^^  (^3»  ^3»  ^s)*  respectively. 
Then  the  whole  system  is  equivalent  to  the  three  component 
forces  m,  Sm,  Rn^ 

together  with  the  three  component  couples 

along  the  axes.  Now  this  system  can  be  reduced  to  a  wrench 
(R,  pR\  where  p  is  the  pitch  of  the  wrench  on  an  axis  whose 
co-ordinates  are,  suppose,  /, ;»,  »,  A,  /x,  v. 

Then  expressing  that  the  wrench  has  the  same  moments  about 
the  axes  as  the  given  forces,  we  have 

A+i?/  =^«2-^««3,  (1) 

fi+pm=fl^,  (2) 

v+pn  =:—tl^.  (3) 

Multiplying  these  by  /,  «*,  n  and  adding,  we  have 

p^--tm^  +  t\,  (4) 

while  by  squaring  and  adding,  we  have,  after  substituting  for  jt?, 

A2  +  ^2  +  ,;2  =  fim^  +  fin\  (5) 

Also  from  (2)  and  (3), 

=  «*«+»«.  (6) 

The  axes  of  all  the  wrenches  form  a  complex  which  is  given 
by  (5),  while  (6)  denotes  the  complex  formed  by  all  those  which 
have  a  given  pitch. 

Now  if  JO  =  0,  the  wrench  reduces  to  a  force.    Then  (6)  g^ves 

772  +  72  =  ^  +«'.  Dividing  (5)  by  t^,  and  subtracting  from 
(6),  we  have  A«       ,  m'  _  ^,  /.x 
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Equations  (7)  and  (8)  denote  a  congraency  of  lines,  and  if  we 
wish  to  find  the  points  in  which  it  intersects  the  plane  or^,  we 
put  C  =  0  in  the  valaes  of  A,  /x,  v.    Then  (7)  gives 


which  shows  that  the  points  lie  on  a  focal  conic  of  the  qnadric 
before  discussed.  Similarly  for  the  points  in  which  the  lines  of 
single  force  intersect  the  plane  j/z. 

258.]  Stability  and  Instability  of  Equilibrium.  A  rigid 
body  acted  upon  by  any  system  of  equilibrating  forces^  each  of  which 
is  constant  in  magnitude^  direction^  and  point  of  application^  is  in 
stable  or  unstable  equilibrium,  according  as  the  Firial  of  the  forces 
is  a  minimum  or  a  maximum. 

Consider  a  small  angular  rotation,  A>/f,  round  an  axis  coin- 
ciding with  any  unit  vector  cr.  Then  according  as  the  couple, 
G,  called  into  existence  by  this  displacement  tends  to  diminish 
or  to  increase  the  angular  displacement,  the  equilibrium  is  stable 
or  unstable. 

Observe  that  in  Art.  243,  in  which  our  fimdamental  equation 
for  the  alteration  of  vectors  is  obtained,  the  angular  rotation, 
^,  is  taken  as  positive  when  it  is  in  the  sense  of  the  versor 
of  c,  and  negative  when  in  the  contrary  sense.  Now  if  >/f  is 
positive,  for  stability  G  must  project  along  a  in  the  sense  of 
— <r ;  in  other  words,  SG<r  is  positive. 

But,  rejecting  infinitesimals  of  the  second  order,  we  have 

.•.    SGasz  ^(h  +  S(r(l>ar).A\lf. 

Hence  for  stability  h  +  Saifxr  must  be  negative. 

Now  consider  the  alteration  produced  in  the  Yirial,  ^Sam^ 
by  rotation.    We  have 

da  =  — A^Focr, 

di  w%  OTT 

and  iJT2^      2iS.«rFix<r.a" 

=  — (>l  +  5<r^<r); 
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so  that  by  the  previons  result  A,  the  Virial,  is  a  minimum  for 
stability. 

It  is,  of  course,  obvious  that  for  such  a  force  system  as  we  are 
discussing  it  is  sufficient  to  calculate  stability  for  rotation  round 
axes  through  any  origin,  and  that  the  Virial  is  the  same  with 
respect  to  all  origins ;  for,  changing  the  origin  of  vectors  amounts 
only  to  writing  a  +  €  for  a,  and 

25(o  +  e)tBr  =  A  +  iS'enssA,  V  n  =  o. 


Examples. 

1.  A  system  of  forces,  each  of  which  is  constant  in  magnitude, 
direction,  and  point  of  application  in  a  rigid  body,  keeps  the  body  in 
equilibrium  in  a  certain  position.  If  they  keep  it  in  equilibrium  in 
another  position  differing  infinitely  little  from  the  previous  one,  the 
same  line  of  points  in  the  body  being  common  to  both  positions,  prove 
that,  any  angular  displacement  whatever  being  given  to  the  body 
round  this  line,  equilibrium  will  continue  to  subsist. 

Let  o-  be  a  unit  vector  along  the  line  common  to  two  positions. 
Then  the  second  position  is  obtained  by  an  infinitesimal  rotation, 
A>/f,  round  this  Ime,  so  that  in  the  value  of  G'  given  by  (()  of 

Art.  244  we  may  neglect  the  term  in  sin'^  in  comparison  with  the 

last ;  and  since  G'  =  0,  by  hypothesis, 

(fxr  =  ha. 
But,  this  equation  holding,  we  shall  always  have  the  coefficient  of 

sin' ^  equal  to  zero,  whatever  yjf  may  be.     Hence  ff'=  0  for  all  dis- 

placements  round  the  line. 

This  result  is  also  very  easily  proved  by  the  ordinary  Cartesian 
method.  For,  taking  the  common  line  as  axis  of  as,  the  co-ordinates 
of  a  point  (a;,  y,  z)  become  by  rotation  round  this  axis 

{x;  ycos>/f— «sin>/f;  ;scos^+^sin>/f). 

If  X,  T,  Z  are  the  components  of  the  force  at  this  point,  the 
moments  round  the  axes  vanishing  in  the  first  position  (that  in 
which  yjf  =  0),  we  have 

2Zy— 2  7«=0;  2Xz-2Zx=:0]  2ra;-2Xy=0.       (a) 

Hence  the  new  moments,  X',  if',  iV',  are 

X'  =  — 2Z!r+cos^2X«+sin^2Xy, 

M^=:     2ra:-cosV^2Xy+sinV^2X«, 

-y'=     Bin^2{ry  +  ^«). 
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Now  we  are  given  that  these  vaniBh  when  A^  is  put  for  ^ ;  L  e. 
we  are  given 

2Xy  =  0;  2Xz  =  0;  2  (Fy+J^a;)  =  0. 

These  and  (a)  give  2Zx  =  0,  2  Fa;  =  0;  so  that  L\  M%  and  i\r 
all  vanish  whatever  >/f  may  be. 

2.  If  a  system  of  forces  acting  on  a  rigid  body  is  astatic  for  all 
displacements  of  rotation  round  each  of  two  intersecting  lines,  it  is 
astatic  for  all  displacements  of  rotation  round  all  lines  in  the  plane 
of  these  two. 

Let  a  and  </  denote  the  two  given  lines.  Then  we  have  by  (f), 
Art.  244,  <f><r  =  A(r,  and  ^(/  =  h(/ ;  and  it  is  at  once  obvious  that, 

with  these  conditions  satisfied,  the  coefficients  of  sin*  ^  and  sin  ^  will 

each  vanish  if  xa'+y</  is  written  for  a,  whatever  x  and  y  may  be. 

3.  If  a  rigid  body  acted  upon  by  any  forces  is  placed  so  that  the 
forces  reduce  to  a  single  resultant  at  the  principal  centre,  C,  show 
that  if  it  is  turned  through  any  angle  round  any  axis  at  G  lying  on 
a  certain  cone,  the  sum  of  the  moments  of  the  forces  round  Uie  axis 
is  zero. 

Taking  in  the  initial  position  the  vectors  J  and  K  (which  coincide 
in  directions  with  j  and  k)  as  axes  of  x  and  y,  respectively,  the  axis  of 
displacement  may  be  any  one  joining  C  to  the  curve  of  intersection  of 
the  unit  sphere  a5*+y'+a*  =  1  with  the  cylinder  fec'  +  ^y'  =  — A. 

For  this  case  <f>(r  =  ^aSva  =  tjSja  +  t^kSko'y  as  we  see  by  re- 
placing the  given  force  system  by  three  forces  as  in  Art.  252,  and 
observing  that  in  the  position  of  the  body  before  displacement  J  =  tj, 
K  =  l^k.    Also  the  value  of  A  is  easily  seen  to  be  — (<+0* 

If  the  body  is  not  in  the  initial  position,  0(r  (the  vectors  being 
measured  from  C)  will  be  JSja-^-KSka. 

The  result  holds,  of  course,  with  respect  to  any  point  on  the  line 
of  action  of  the  single  resultant  when  this  has  any  position. 

4.  If  a  rigid  body  acted  on  by  any  forces  is  turned  so  as  to  have 
a  maximum  Virial  with  respect  to  the  principal  centre,  show  that 
/  and  K  coincide  with  j  and  k  at  the  principal  centre,  and  the 
muTiTnTim  value  iat-\-tf. 

5.  Prove  that  there  are  two  positions  of  the  body  for  which  the 
forces  reduce  to  identically  the  same  wrench.     (Prof.  Larmor.) 

i Consider  in  (6)  of  Art.  257  the  co-ordinates  /,  m,  n,  \,  fi,  v  given, 
make  the  values  of  p  equal.  The  axis  of  this  wrench  is  a  line 
of  the  Gongruency  determined  by  the  complex  of  axes  (5)  and  by  the 
complex  denoted  by 

Hence  eight  sucb.axe8  pass  through  every  point.] 
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6.  Determine  the  locus  of  axes  of  wrench  in  which  the  two  pitches 
are  equal  and  opposite.     (Prof.  Larmor.) 

Ans,  The  congruency  detennined  by  the  complex  (5)  and  the 

.      mu    nv 
complex  -^  +  -^  =  0. 

7.  Show  that  a  heavy  magnetic  solid  can  be  astatically  equilibrated 
by  two  forces,  or  by  a  force  and  a  couple,  and  discuss  its  equilibrium. 

Whatever  may  be  the  directions  of  magnetisation  inside  the  body — 
i.e.  the  directions  of  the  indefinitely  smdil  magnets  of  which  we  may 
imagine  the  solid  to  consist — the  magnetic  forces  produced  by  the 
Earth  are  all  parallel  to  a  certain  vertical  plane,  the  plane  of  the 
magnetic  meridian ;  hence  all  the  applied  forces  are  parallel  to  one 
plane,  and  therefore  (Art.  249)  they  can  be  astatically  equilibrated 
by  two  forces,  or  by  a  force  and  a  couple. 

Take  the  centre  of  gravity,  G,  of  the  body  as  origin  of  vectors,  the 
axis  of  k  vertically  up,  and  that  of  j  in  the  plane  of  the  magnetic 
meridian.  Let  F  and  Q  be  the  north  and  south  poles  of  any  one  of 
the  elementary  magnets,  let  cr  be  the  Earth's  magnetic  force  exerted 
on  P,  and  let  fi  be  the  vector  QP,  Let  FT  be  the  single  force,  applied 
at  the  extremity  of  the  vector  a,  and  let  11'  be  the  force  in  the  couple 
whose  vector  arm  is  ^,  which  are  to  astatically  equilibrate  the  weight 
and  the  magnetic  forcea  The  weight  being  —  Wk,  the  equations  of 
astatic  equilibrium  are 

U^Wk=:0,  (1) 

PSJW  =  ^^fiSj'cr  =  J,  suppose,  (2) 

—  Wa  +  fiSkW  =  —IfASkv  =  JT....  (3) 

The  vectors  J  and  K  are  vectors  fixed  in  the  body,  and  depend 
on  the  direction  and  intensity  of  magnetisation  at  each  point. 

Equation  (2)  shows  that  fi,  the  vector  arm  of  the  equilibrating 
couple,  is  fixed  in  direction  in  the  body,  being  parallel  to  J,  Also 
(3)  shows  that  the  point  of  application  of  the  force  IT  is  any  one 
whatever  on  a  right  line  parallel  to  «/,  since 

where  a;  is  a  variable  scalar.  The  direction  of  this  line  depends, 
therefore,  only  on  the  magnetism  and  not  on  the  weight  of  the  body, 
so  that  it  would  not  be  altered  by  adding  a  non-magnetic  portion  to 
the  body. 

The  length  of  the  arm  /3,  and  also  its  actual  position,  are  arbitrary. 
We  may  assume  a  and  fi  at  will,  and  then  the  direction  (in  fixed 
space)  and  magnitude  of  IT'  are  known.  If  ^  is  the  angle  which  the 
direction  of  the  force  11'  makes  withy,  equation  (3)  can  be  written 

BO  that  if  a  is  assumed,  the  direction  of  11'  is  known. 
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We  may  take  two  points,  D  and  E^  on  the  vectors  J  and  JT,  re- 

J    j^ 

spectively,  such  that  GD  =  •= ,  GE  =  ~-t^  5  then,  A  being  any  point 

on  the  line  drawn  through  E  parallel  to  </,  the  last  equation  is 

GT>  .\xxie  ^GA-GE 


^EA, 
80  that  tand  =  ^yr  • 

The  principal  couple  at  6^  in  any  position  is  WTak+VfiW]  and 
there  will  be  a  single  resultant  if 

Sk^W  =  0, 

that  is  (since  U^  is,  like  all  the  other  forces,  parallel  to  the  plane  jk\ 
if  the  body  is  turned  so  that  the  two  body- vectors  J  and  K  lie  in  the 
magnetic  meridian.  For  all  displacements  in  this  plane  there  is  an 
astatic  centre  (Art  249,  and  p.  129,  vol.  I.),  at  which  a  single  force 
will  keep  the  body  in  astatic  equilibrium.  Such  displacements  may 
be  produced  by  fixing  an  axis  in  the  body  perpendicular  to  the  plane 
of  the  magnetic  meridian. 

If  the  direction  of  magnetisation  is  constant  throughout  the  body, 
fi  is  of  constant  direction,  so  that  ^fxSjvr  =  fi^Sjvr,  and  the  vectors 
J  and  K  are  coincident  in  direction  vnth  (i,  while  the  locus  of  the 
point  ii  is  a  line  parallel  to  fx  through  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the 
body. 

Let  I  denote  the  intensity  of  magnetisation  at  any  point  (both  as 
regards  magnitude  and  direction)  and  let  y  denote  similarly  the 
intensity  of  the  Earth's  magnetic  force  (i.e.  its  force  per  unit  pole). 
Then  if  dm  denotes  the  strength  of  the  element  pole  at  the  extremity 
of  fi,  we  have  by  definition 

fidm  =  Idxdydzj 

where  dx  dydz  is  the  volume  of  the  element  of  the  body  at  the  point 
considered.  If /is  the  tensor  of  y,  or  the  Earth's  resultant  magnetic 
force  per  unit  pole,  the  expression  ^fiSjfsr  is  obviously  ^fiSjydrHf 
or  — /cosiSficfm,  (where  i  is  the  dip)  or  —  f  cob  b  J* Idx dydz,  or 
f  IS  cos  bf  where  S=/dxdydz  =  the  volume  of  the  magnetic  portion 
of  the  body,  /  being  assumed  constant  thi'oughout  the  body.    Hence 

J  =:fIS  COB  b;  Jr  =  //^sin«, 

fS 
and  ^  =  W  (coB^tand— Bind)./. 

Again,  the  position  of  the  astatic  centre  is  easily  found. 
For  (Art.  249)  if  €  is  the  vector  to  it,  we  have 

^  2a«r  ^  ^iiydm  ^       S  ly 

*  ■"  "TT  ""  '^^Wk   """"FT* 

But  if  f  is  a  unit  vector  perpendicular  to  the  magnetic  meridian^ 
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y 

drawn  towards  the  eastyf  =/(sinS+tcos  t),  since  the  angle  between 

If 

JandX;is-+8.    Hence 

rV 

if  we  denote  by  7'  the  vector  Vlt  perpendicular  to  7  in  the  plane 
of  the  magnetic  meridian.  The  tensors  of  /  and  I^  are  equal. 
Hence  a  very  simple  construction  for  the  astatic  centre,  or  point  at 
which  a  single  force  will  keep  the  body  in  astatic  equilibrium  for 
displacements  in  the  plane  of  the  magnetic  meridian.  The  product 
of  S  and  the  tensor  of  /  is  the  magnetic  moment  of  the  whole  body, 
which  may  be  denoted  by  M;  and /if  is  the  maximum  moment  ex- 
erted on  Uie  body  by  the  Earth's  magnetic  attraction.  If  [m]  denotes 
the  strength  of  the  unit  pole,  M  may  be  represented  by  the  product 

[m]xZ, 

where  I  may  be  regarded  as  the  length  of  the  simple  eqmvalent  magnet. 

Again,  /is  of  the  form   ,-■-.,  so  that  our  value  of  €  is  a  linear  magni- 
-^       ^  \m\      ^ 

tude,  as  it  ought  to  be.    As/  is  known  to  be  about  •47  dynes,  if  W 

denotes  the  number  of  dynes  in  the  weight  of  the  body,  the  astatic 

•47 
centre  is  at  a  distance  of  -=  x  I  from  the  centre  of  gravity,  and  on  a 

line  making  an  angle  equal  to  the  dip  with  the  direction  of  mag- 
netisation of  the  body. 

8.  Prove  from  first  principles  that  if  a  body  is  astatic  for  displace- 
ments round  any  axis,  it  is  astatic  for  displacements  round  all  axes 
parallel  to  the  given  one. 

-9.  Prove  that  the  moment  of  a  force  vs  acting  at  the  end  of  a  vector 
a  about  an  axis  through  the  origin  in  the  direction  of  a  unit 
vector  <r  is  -^craisr. 

10.  If  a  system  of  forces  is  astatic,  prove  that  if  each  force  is 
resolved  into  two  components,  one  parallel  to  any  given  axis  and  the 
other  perpendicular  thereto,  the  set  of  components  parallel  to  the  axis 
and  the  set  o£  components  perpendicular  to  it  are  separately  astatic. 

The  direction  of  the  axis  parallel  to  which  all  the  forces  are  resolved 
may  be  taken  as  that  of  t,  and  the  two  components  of  any  force,  cr, 
are  then  —iSivr  and  m  +  iSitsr.  It  will  be  found  that  each  set 
satisfies  the  necessary  conditions  of  making  the  vector  sum  of  the 
forces  vanish  and  the  linear  vector  function  ^aSis/p  vanish  when 
t,  y,  and  k  are  written  for  /),  denoting  by  'sr/,  fij/,...  the  forces  at 
die  extremities  of  C4,  a,,...  in  either  resolved  system. 

11.  A  rigid  body  is  in  equilibrium  under  a  system  of  forces  ;  find 
the  condition  that  there  should  exist  some  axis  for  all  displacements 
round  which  the  body  is  astatic. 
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If  <r  is  a  unit  vector  in  the  direction  of  the  required  axis,  the 
vector  couple  produced  by  rotation  being 

008^2  ra'BJ—28in*  -5-  Fcr^o- +  sin  ^  (A <r—^<r), 

it  is  necessary  and  sufficient  that  this  should  vanish   identically. 
Hence  we  must  have 

But  there  are  three  directions  of  p  for  which  4^p  =  gpy  and  three 

corresponding  values  of  g,     (Tait's  Quatermana,  Chap.  V.)     Hence 

the  necessary  condition  is  that  h,  or   ^Savr,  must  be  one  of  the 

three  principal  parameters  of  the  function  ^p  or  ^aSvrp;  in  other 

1 
wordsy  ~-T~  must  be  one  of  the  semiaxes  of  the  quadric  Sp<l>p  =  1. 

12.  Supposing  that  an  axis  exists  for  all  displacements  round  which 
the  equilibrium  is  astatic,  prove  that  if  each  force  is  resolved  into 
two  components,  one  parallel  and  the  other  perpendicular  to  the 
axis,  each  of  these  component  sets  is  astatic  for  displacements  round 
the 


1 3.  In  a  non-equilibrating  system  of  forces,  if  each  force  is  resolved 
into  two  components,  one  parsJlel  to  an  axis  and  the  other  perpen- 
dicular to  it,  find  the  conditions  that  the  second  set  should  be  astatic 
for  displacements  round  the  axis. 

Ans.  In  the  first  place  the  axis  must  be  parallel  to  the  resultant 
of  translation  of  the  given  system ;  and  if  FI  is  this  resultant  and 
B  its  magnitude,  we  must  have  in  addition 

rn0n  =  i?»2ratsr, 

Sn(f>n  =  -i?^25'atsr, 

the  origin  of  vectors  being  anywhere. 

The  first  of  these  equations  shows  that  the  axis  of  the  principal 
couple  at  the  origin  must  be  at  right  angles  to  the  resultant  of 
translation  of  the  given  forces,  i.e.  there  must  be  a  single  resultant. 
We  may  suppose  that  the  origin  is  chosen  on  the  line  of  action  of  this 
single  resultant,  so  that  we  have  Flic/)  11  =  0,  i.e.  ^11  =  AFT,  where 
A  =  ^SavTj  by  the  second  equation.  Hence  A  must  be  one  of  the 
three  principal  parameters  of  the  function  </>,  and  the  resultant  must 
coincide  in  direction  with  one  of  the  axes  of  the  quadric  Sp(f>p^=i  1. 

14.  For  a  system  of  forces  each  of  which  retains  its  magnitude, 
direction,  and  point  of  application  in  a  rigid  body,  prove  that  there 
are  four  positions  of  the  body  for  which  the  forces  reduce  to  a  single 
resultant  passing  through  a  given  point. 

(See  Sdiell,  Theorie  der  Bewegung  und  d&r  Krdfte,  vol.  U.,  p.  247.) 

15.  When  the  force  system  is  equivalent  to  a  couple,  prove  that 
there  are  four  positions  of  equilibrium  of  the  body.    (ScheU,  ibid,) 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

THE  PBINCIPLE  OF  VIRTUAL  WORK  APPLIED  TO   ANY  SYSTEM 

OF  BODIES. 

259.]  Forces  applied  to  a  Farticle.  Tt  has  been  shown 
in  Art.  199,  p.  2,  that  the  resultant  of  any  number  of  forces 
applied  to  a  particle  may  be  represented  by  the  side  required 
to  close  the  polygon  of  the  forces.  And  whether  the  polygon 
OP^P^  ...-Pn  ^  plane  or  gauche,  it  is  clear  (as  in  Art.  65)  that 
the  sum  of  the  projections  of  the  sides,  taken  in  order,  along  any 
line  OA^  is  equal  to  zero. 

Let  the  projections  of  the  sides  be  denoted  by  Q^,  Q2'  •**  Q»* 
Then  Qi+ C2+*""'"Cn=  0.  Multiplying  this  by  OA,  an 
arbitrary  length  along  the  line  OA^  we  have 

Qi .  0  J  +  Q2 .  0 J  + . , .  +  Q. .  0^  =  0 . 

But  if  ^1  is  the  projection  of  OA  along  OP^ ,  we  have  (see  Art.  56) 

Qi.OA=  OP^.p^. 

If,  then,   the  sides  OP^,  P^P^,  ,..he  denoted  by  P^,  P2»'*» 

wehave  P^.p^+P^.p^-h ...+Pn  .Pn  =  0; 

and  if  the  sides  represent  forces,  each  term  in  this  equation  is 
the  virtual  work  of  the  corresponding  force  for  the  displacement 
OA.     Since  the  resultant,  -B,  of  «— 1  of  the  forces  is  —P,,  we 

^^®  B.r  =  P^.p^-\-P^.p^...; 

and  if  the  displacement  is  small,  this  equation  is  written  (as  in 

-^-  ^*)  Bbr  =  PiiPi+Piip2+ ....  (1) 

In  particular,  if  X,  F,  ^  denote  the  rectangular  components  of 
£,  we  have  ji^^  ^  Xbw+  Thy^Zhz.  (2) 

260.]  Extension  to  any  number  of  Connected  Particles. 
If  two  particles,  %  and  m^^  are  connected  by  a  rigid  inextensible 
rod,  and  are  in  equilibrium  under  the  action  of  forces,  P^,  Qiv*. 
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applied  to  %  and  P^,  Q^*  *••  applied  to  m^t  it  is  evident  (as  in 
Art.  105)  that  the  force  arising  from  the  connexion  acts  in  the  line 
joining  m^to  m^.  If,  then,  this  force  be  denoted  by  jT,  and  the 
distance  between  the  particles  by  r,  we  have  for  the  eqiiilibrium 

l^r  denoting  the  change  in  r  arising  from  an  arbitrary  small 
displacement  of  m^^ .     The  equation  of  equilibrium  of  m^  is 

and  if  in  the  new  positions  of  m^  and  /TZg  the  distance  between 
them  remains  unaltered,  iiT-^b^r  =  0.  Hence,  by  addition, 
from  these  equations  we  obtain  the  equation 

which  is  free  from  the  internal  force  T, 

This  is  exactly  the  same  as  the  investigation  already  given  for 
coplanar  forces  in  Chap.  YI.  The  extension  to  any  number  of 
particles,  that  is,  to  any  extended  body,  proceeds  just  as  in  that 
chapter,  and  the  enunciation  of  the  principle  of  virtual  work 
there  given  applies  in  general  without  the  limitation  that  the 
forces  are  coplanar. 

If  in  the  case  of  the  two  particles  m^^  and  m^y  considered 
above,  their  new  positions  are  such  that  the  distance  between 
them  IB  altered  by  dr,  the  equation  of  virtual  work  will  be 

A^A+Qi^?i  —  +^2^i'2+Q2^?2  +  -.  +  ^^^=  0;  (2) 
and,  generally,  if  the  virtual  displacement  is  such  that  the 
internal  forces  do  virtual  work,  these  forces  will  enter  into  the 
equation  of  virtual  work  in  exactly  the  same  manner  as  the 
applied  forces.  The  theorem  of  virtual  work  may,  therefore,  be 
thus  enunciated : — 

WAm  a  material  system  is  in  equilibriuin  under  the  action  cf  any 
external  and  internal  forces^  the  sum  cf  the  virtual  works  of  the 
external  and  internal  forces  is  equal  to  zero  for  any  small  virtual 
displacement  whatsoever. 

Instead  of  saying  that  the  total  virtual  work  is  zero,  we 
should  in  strictness  say  that  it  is  an  indefinitely  small  quantity 
of  the  second  order,  the  greatest  of  the  displacements  being 
considered  as  a  small  quantity  of  the  first  order.  This  has  been 
already  explained  in  Vol.  I. 

The  proof  of  the  converse  proposition — namely,  that  when  the 
virtual  work  vanishes  for  all  imagined  displacements,  the  system 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

THE  PMNCIPLB  OF  VIRTUAL  WORK  APPLIED  TO   ANY  SYSTEM 

OF  BODIES. 

259.]  Forces  applied  to  a  Particle.  Tt  has  been  shown 
in  Art.  199,  p.  2,  that  the  resultant  of  any  number  of  forces 
applied  to  a  particle  may  be  represented  by  the  side  required 
to  close  the  polygon  of  the  forces.  And  whether  the  polygon 
OP^P^  ••.Pn  be  plane  or  gauche,  it  is  clear  (as  in  Art.  55)  that 
the  sum  of  the  projections  of  the  sides,  taken  in  order,  along  any 
line  OA,  is  equal  to  zero. 

Let  the  projections  of  the  sides  be  denoted  by  Q^,  Qg'  •••  Qn* 
Then  Qi+ Cg +...-•- Q„  =  0.  Multiplying  this  by  OA,  an 
arbitrary  length  along  the  line  OA,  we  have 

Qi.  OA  +  Q^.  OA-h.-.  +  Qn'OA  =  0. 

But  ifpi  is  the  projection  of  OA  along  OP^ ,  we  have  (see  Art.  56) 

q^.OA^  OP^.p^. 

If,  then,  the  sides  OP^^  P^P^,  ...be  denoted  by  P^,  Pg,... 

we  have  Pi.j^,  +  P2.a  +  ...+P,  ./?,  =  0  ; 

and  if  the  sides  represent  forces,  each  term  in  this  equation  is 
the  virtual  work  of  the  corresponding  force  for  the  displacement 
OA.     Since  the  resultant,  ^,  of  «— 1  of  the  forces  is  —  P»,  we 

have  i?.r  =  P,.i?iH-P2.i?2...  ; 

and  if  the  displacement  is  small,  this  equation  is  written  (as  in 

Arfc-  6^)  Rhr  =  Pi«ft  +  Pi8A+ ....  (1) 

In  particular,  if  X,  F,  ^  denote  the  rectangular  components  of 

^,  we  have  Rhr^^Xhx-^'Thy^Zhz.  (2) 

260.]  Extension  to  any  number  of  Connected  Particles. 
K  two  particles,  tn^  and  m^^  are  connected  by  a  rigid  inextensible 
rod,  and  are  in  equilibrium  under  the  action  of  forces,  P^,  Qi)... 
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applied  to  %  and  Pg*  $2'  •••  applied  to  Wg,  it  is  evident  (as  in 
Art.  1 05)  that  the  force  arising  from  the  connexion  acts  in  the  line 
joining  m^to  m^.  If,  then,  this  force  be  denoted  by  T,  and  the 
distance  between  the  particles  by  r,  we  have  for  the  equilibrium 

\r  denoting  the  change  in  r  arising  fiom  an  arbitrary  small 
displacement  of  m^ .     The  equation  of  equilibrium  of  m^  is 

and  if  in  the  new  positions  of  m^  and  ^g  ^^^  distance  between 
them  remains  unaltered,  bir-\-b^r=0.  Hence,  by  addition, 
from  these  equations  we  obtain  the  equation 

ASj^i  +  Qi^?i+-..  +  P2^A+Q2^?2  +  --  =<>>  (1) 

which  is  free  from  the  internal  force  T. 

This  is  exactly  the  same  as  the  investigation  already  given  for 
coplanar  forces  in  Chap.  VI.  The  extension  to  any  number  of 
particles,  that  is,  to  any  extended  body,  proceeds  just  as  in  that 
chapter,  and  the  enunciation  of  the  principle  of  virtual  work 
there  given  applies  in  general  without  the  limitation  that  the 
forces  are  coplanar. 

If  in  the  case  of  the  two  particles  m^^  and  Wg*  considered 
above,  their  new  positions  are  such  that  the  distance  between 
them  is  altered  by  5r,  the  equation  of  virtual  work  will  be 

-Pi'^A+6i^S'i-..+-P2^A+Q2^S'2  +  — +  ^*^=  0;  (2) 
and,  generally,  if  the  virtual  displacement  is  such  that  the 
internal  forces  do  virtual  work,  these  forces  will  enter  into  the 
equation  of  virtual  work  in  exactly  the  same  manner  as  the 
applied  forces.  The  theorem  of  virtual  work  may,  therefore,  be 
thus  enunciated : — 

WAen  a  material  system  is  in  equilibrium  under  the  action  cf  any 
external  and  internal  forces^  the  sum  of  the  virtual  works  of  the 
external  and  internal  forces  is  equal  to  zero  for  any  small  virtual 
displacement  whatsoever. 

Instead  of  saying  that  the  total  virtual  work  is  zero^  we 
should  in  strictness  say  that  it  is  an  indefinitely  small  quantity 
of  the  second  order,  the  greatest  of  the  displacements  being 
considered  as  a  small  quantity  of  the  first  order.  This  has  been 
already  explained  in  Vol.  I. 

The  proof  of  the  converse  proposition — namely,  that  when  the 
virtual  work  vanishes  for  all  imagined  displacements,  the  system 
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is  in  equilibrium — has  been  already  given  in  Art.  108  for  eoplanar 
forces  ;  and  as  the  proof  obviously  holds  for  non-eoplanar  forces, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  reproduce  it  here. 

261.]  Displacements  along  Smooth  SurflEtoes.  If  any  body 
or  system  of  connected  bodies  be  in  contact  with  smooth  curves 
or  surfaces,  and  the  system  be  imagined  to  receive  any  small 
displacement  along  these  curves  or  surfaces,  it  is  clear  that,  since 
the  point  of  application  of  each  of  the  geometrical  forces  (reactions 
of  the  curves  or  surfaces)  moves  in  a  plane  at  right  angles  to  the 
corresponding  force,  these  forces  will  contribute  nothing  to  the 
equation  of  virtual  work  for  such  a  displacement. 

If  any  of  the  bodies  of  the  system  are  connected  by  strings 
or  rods  whose  lengths  are  unaltered  in  the  virtual  displacement 
chosen,  the  tensions  of  these  strings  or  rods  will  not  enter  into 
the  equation  of  virtual  work.  But,  as  already  explained  in 
Arts.  73  and  107,  we  may  choose  virtual  displacements  of  the 
system  which  violate  the  imposed  conditions  at  the  expense  of 
bringing  into  our  equation  the  corresponding  forces. 

262.]  Einematical  Theorem  I.  When  all  the  points  of  a 
rigid  body  move  parallel  to  a  plane,  the  motion  may  be  produced 
by  a  pure  rotation  round  an  axis  perpendicular  to  this  plane. 

Dep.  a  motion  of  a  body  round  an  axis  whereby  each  point 
in  the  body  describes  an  arc  of  a  circle  having  its  centre  on  the 
axis  and  its  plane  perpendicular  to  it  is  called  pure  rotation. 

The  position  of  the  body  will  evidently  be  known  if  the 
positions  of  any  two  points  in  a  plane  parallel  to  the  plane  of 
motion  are  known. 

Let  A  and  B  be  any  two  points  in  such  a  plane,  and  suppose 
that  after  the  displacement  of  the  body  they  occupy  the  positions 
A'  and  Iff  (Fig.  252).  At  the  middle  points  of  AA'  and  BB^ 
erect  two  perpendiculars,  which  meet  in  I,  Then  in  the  triangles 
AIB  and  A' IB!,  AIz=  A' I BI^  SI,  and  AB  =  A'B!  ;  therefore 
the  triangle  A'IBf  is  nothing  more  than  AIB  turned  round  the 
point  /  through  an  angle  AIA'  or  BIB!.  Hence  the  line  AB 
can  be  brought  into  its  new  position  by  a  pure  rotation  about  /, 
and  the  same  is  true  of  every  point  rigidly  connected  with  A 
and  B  in  the  plane  AIB. 

K  through  /  an  axis  be  drawn  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of 
motion,  it  is  evident  that  the  body  can  be  brought  into  its  new 
position  by  a  pure  rotation  about  this  axis  through  an  angle 
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=  ATA\  however  complicated  the  paths  along  which  A  and  B 
have  travelled  to  A'  and  -B'. 

When  the  motion  of  the  body  is  small,  this  axis  is  called  the 
Instantaneous  Axis ;  and  it  is  obviously  constructed  by  drawing 
two  planes  normal  to  the  lines  of  motion 
of  any  two  points  in  the  body.  The  in-  ® 
tersection  of  these  planes  is  the  instan- 
taneous axis.  **•  ''      *  *'-'*  B 

When  the  body  is  a  plane  figure,  the 


v.. 


\       • 


A 


point  /  is  called  the  histantaneovs  Centre ;  W;-'- 

and  the  consideration  of  this  point  is  of  ***•.. 

very  extensive  use  in  Kinematics,  Statics, 
and  Geometiy. 

To  construct  the  instantaneous  centre, 
at  any  ttco  points  erect  perpendiculars  to  the  lines  of  motion  of  these 
points^  and  their  ifitersection  is  the  required  point. 

263.]  Einematical  Theorem  II.  The  motion  of  a  rigid  body 
round  a  fixed  point  is  at  every  instant  a  pure  rotation  round  an 
axis. 

One  point,  0,  in  the  body  being  fixed,  the  position  of  the  body 
will  be  known  if  the  positions  of  any  two  points,  A  and  -B,  not  in 
directum  with  0  are  known. 

Round  0  let  a  sphere,  forming  part  of  the  body  or  rigidly 
connected  with  it,  be  described  with  arbitrary  radius,  and  let  A 
and  B  (Fig.  252)  be  any  two  points  on  the  sphere.  After  the 
motion  of  the  body  let  A'  and  B^  be  the  positions  of  A  and  J9. 
Imagine  the  lines  AB^  A'B^y  AA\  and  BB^  in  this  figure  to  be 
arcs  of  great  circles  on  the  sphere  instead  of  right  lines.  Then, 
at  the  middle  points  of  AA!  and  BBf  draw  two  great  circles 
perpendicular  to  AA^  and  J?^,  respectively,  and  let  them  meet 
in  /.  In  exactly  the  same  way  as  in  the  last  theorem,  we  have 
the  spherical  triangles  AIB  and  A^IB^  equal ;  that  is,  the  latter 
triangle  is  the  former  turned  round  the  axis  01  through  an 
angle  AIA^  or  BIB^,  Hence  the  whole  body  is  brought  by 
rotation  through  this  angle  round  the  axis  01  from  the  old  to 
the  new  position. 

264.]  Kinematical  Theorem  III.  K  a  body  has  a  motion 
of  translation  represented  in  magnitude  and  direction  by  a  right 
line  OAi  and  at  the  same  time  a  motion  of  translation  repre- 
sented in  magnitude  and  direction  by  a  right   line   OB^  the 
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resulting  motion  of  translation  is  represented  in  magnitude  and 
direction  by  the  diagonal,  0(7,  of  the  parallelogram  determined 
by  OA  and  OB. 

This  proposition  has  been  already  illustrated  in  Art.  11.  It 
follows  immediately  that  any  motion  of  translation  can  be 
resolved  by  the  parallelopiped  law  into  three  motions  along  the 
axes  of  07,  y,  and  z,  after  the  manner  of  forces. 

265.]  Einematioal  Theorem  IV.  If  a  body  receives  a 
motion  of  rotation  round  an  axis  OA^  the  rotation  being  repre- 
sented in  magnitude  by  OA, — i.e.  so  many  units  of  circular 
measure  being  represented  by  so  many  centimetres,  the  scale 
being,  of  course,  quite  arbitrary — and  at  the  same  time  a  motion 
of  rotation  (of  the  same  sign  as  the  first)  round  an  axis  OB,  the 
rotation  being  represented  in  magnitude  by  OB,  the  resulting 
motion  is  one  of  rotation  round  the  diagonal,  OC,  of  the  paral- 
lelogram determined  by  OA  and  OB,  and  is  represented  in 
magnitude  by  this  diagonal. 

[The  signs  of  rotations  are  determined  by  the  rule  given  in 
Art.  200.  We  shall,  for  definiteness,  suppose  that  when  a  watch 
is  held  with  its  &ce  perpendicular  to  ^0,  so  that  OA  passes 
up  through  the  glass,  the  rotation  about  OA  takes  place  in  a 
sense  opposite  to  that  of  the  hands  ;  and  similarly  for  OB."] 

Let  JP  be  any  point  on  OC,  p  the  perpendicular  from  P  on 
OA,  q  the  perpendicular  from  P  on  OB,  and  i.  OA  and  i.  OB 
the  angular  motions  round  OA  and  OB,  respectively.  Then  in 
virtue  of  the  rotation  round  OA,  P  moves  upwards  from  the 
plane  of  the  paper  through  a  distance  equal  to  ip  .  OA  ;  and  in 
virtue  of  the  rotation  round  OB,  P  moves  downwards  from  the 
plane  of  the  paper  through  a  distance  equal  to  iq.  OB,  Therefore 
the  whole  motion  of  P  upwards  is  equal  to 

^p.OA-^q.OB). 

But  this  is  obviously  zero ;  therefore  P  is  at  rest,  and  so  is  every 
point  on  OC.  The  motion  is,  then,  a  rotation  round  OC.  Let 
X2  be  the  angular  rotation  of  the  body  round  OC.  Then  the 
point  A  moves  upwards  from  the  plane  of  the  paper  through 
a  distance  equal  to  X2 .  0^  sin  AOC,  since  OAemAOC  =  the  per- 
pendicular from  A  on  OC.  But  A  in  turning  round  OB  moves 
through  a  distance  equal  to  i .  OB  .OAx  sin  AOB.     Hence 

Q .  OA  sin  AOC  =  A .  OjB  .  0^  sin  AOB, 
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or  Q,  =  k.  OB . -. — 77777 

=  k.OC. 
Therefore  the  resulting  angular  velocity  is  represented  by  OC, 
if  the  component  rotations  are  represented  by  OA  and  0£. 

This  proposition  is  known  as  the  'parallelogram  of  ang^ular 
velocities.'  It  follows  at  once  that  an  angular  motion  about  any 
axis,  OLy  may  be  decomposed  into  three  angular  motions  about 
three  axes,  Ox,  Oy,  and  Oz.  If  these  latter  are  rectangular,  an 
angular  motion  w  about  OL  is  equivalent  to  ang^ular  motions, 
0)  cos  a,  0)  cos  /3,  and  o)  cos  y,  of  the  same  sign,  round  the  axes  of 
a?,  y,  and  z^  the  direction  angles  of  OL  being  a,  j3,  y. 

266.]  Gheneral  Displacement  of  a  Big^d  Body.  The  position 
of  every  point  in  a  rigid  body  is  known  when  the  positions  of 
any  three  points  in  it  are  known,  provided  that  these  points  are 
not  in  one  right  line.  The  general  displacement  of  a  rigid  body 
is,  therefore,  the  same  as  that  of  a  system  of  three  points  forming 
a  triangle. 

Let  A,  B,  C  he  the  positions  of  three  points  in  the  body 
before  the  displacement,  and  A\  ^,  C^  the  positions  occupied 
by  these  points  after  the  displacement.  Then  the  triangle  ABC 
may  be  brought  into  the  position  A'WC  by  moving  A  directly 
to  A'  while  B  and  C  move  parallel  to  AA!  through  distances  equal 
to  AA\  and  then  turning  the  triangle  about  A^  until  B  and  C 
coincide  with  Bf  and  C\  But  (Art.  263)  this  latter  motion  is 
one  of  rotation  round  some  axis  through  A!.  Hence  the  general 
displacement  of  a  rigid  body  consists  of  a  motion  of  translation 
which  is  the  same  for  all  its  points,  and  a  motion  of  rotation  round 
an  axis  through  an  angle  which  is  the  same  for  all  its  points. 

To  find  the  changes  produced  in  the 
co-ordinates,  a?,  y,  z  of  any  point  in  the 
body  by  a  general  displacement,  we  may 
consider  the  motions  of  translation  and 
of  rotation  separately. 

Although  we  shall  be  concerned  only 
with  small  displacements,  it  is  well  to  Fig.  253. 

investigate  the  changes  produced  in  the 

co-ordinates  of  a  point  by  a  rotation  through  any  angle,  0,  round 
an  axis  whose  position  is  given. 

Let  the  direction  angles  of  the  axis,  OL  (Fig.  253),  be  o,  /3,  y ; 
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let  P  be  the  point  (a?,  y,  z)  which,  after  the  body  has  rotated 
through  an  angle  0  round  OL,  occupies  the  position  Q ;  let 
PL  (  =  jd)  be  the  perpendicular  from  P  on  OLy  and  Qr  a  per- 
pendicular from  Q  on  LP,  Now  the  a?  of  Q  is  the  projection  of 
OQ  on  the  axis  of  x ;  therefore  the  change  in  ^  is  the  projection 
of  PQ  along  Ox^  or  the  sum  of  the  projections  of  Pr  and  rQ. 
But  Pr  =  JD  (1  — cos  0\  and  Qr  =  jt?  sin  0, 

Again,  if  the  direction  angles  of  PL  are  A,  fi,  v,  since  Qr  is  at 
right  angles  to  OL  and  PL,  the  direction  cosines  of  Qr  are 
cos  ^  cos  V — cos  y  cos  ju,  &c.     Hence,  if  the  a?  of  Q  is  a?', 

a?'— a?  =  j9  sin  ^  (cos  /3  cos  y— cos  y  cos  /x)— 2jd  cos  \  sin^  -  •     (1) 

But  p  cos  X  is  the  projection  of  PL  along  the  axis  of  a*,  or 

the  projection  of  OP  —  the  projection  of  OL,  and  since  OL  = 

a?  cos  a  +  y  cos  ^  + ;?  cos  y, 

j»cos\  =  a?— (a?cosa+y  cos)3  +  2rcosy)cosa. 

Similarly 

pcosfx  =y— (a?  cos  a +y  cos  )3  +  2:  cos  y)  cos  j8, 
pcoQv  =  ;2f— (aJcosa+ycos/3  +  2rcosy)cosy. 

Substituting  these  values  in  (1),  we  have 

a^—x  =  nn$  (;^cos/3— ^cosy)  +  2  sin2-[(a?cosa+ycos^-f 

;?  cosy)  cos  a— a?],     (2) 

and  similar  values  for  the  changes  in  y  and  z^—  a  result  which 
follows  at  once  from  the  equation  (A),  p.  66,  by  taking  5.i  of 
both  sides,  i  being  a  unit  vector  in  the  direction  of  the  axis 
of  a;. 

If  the  angular  rotation  d  is  very  small,  we  have 

bx  =  (^^cos)3— ycosy)8^, 

by  =  [xcoBy—zcosajbO, 

Iz  =  (ycosa— a7COS)3)dd, 

and  if  the  components  of  the  rotation  hO  along  the  axes  be 

denoted  by  8 d^,  8^2*  ^^3 >  these  equations  give 

hx  =  zhd^^yhO^\ 
hy=ixhe^^zhe\.  (3) 

hz=zyhe^^xhej 

Of  course  these  equations  can  be  obtained  very  simply  by  con- 
sidering the  separate  changes  in  the  co-ordinates  produced  by 
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successive  rotations  ^^i,  S^2>  ^^s  ro^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^>  9*  ^j  ^" 
spectivelv.     (See  Routh's  JRi^  Dynamics.) 

If  the  components  of  the  motion  of  translation  common  to 
all  points  in  the  body  be  8a,  hby  hc^  the  complete  changes  in  the 
co-ordinates  for  a  small  displacement  will  be 

hy  —  hb  +  xhO^—zhoA.  (4) 

hz  =  hc-^-ybB^'-xlB^f 
267.]  Deduotion   of  the   Six  Equattona   of  Equilibrium. 
Beplacing  the  virtual  work  of  each  force  in  equation   (l)  of 
Art.  260   by  the  \'irtual  work  of  its   three  components,  the 
general  equation  of  virtual  work  becomes 

2(X6a?+r«y  +  ^Sr)  =  0,  (1) 

and  substituting  in  this  equation  the  values  of  hXy  by,  and  hz 
given  by  (4),  we  have 

8a  .2  J+ii .  2  r+ 6<?.  2^+8^1 . 2(^-7^) 

+  8^2-2(l>--2a?)  +  8^3.2(ra?-Jy)=:0.  (2) 

Now,  the  displacement  being  quite  arbitrary,  its  components 
8a,  8 J,  be,  8^j,  8^2>  ^^3>  ^-^  completely  independent.  Hence 
in  (2)  we  may  consider  all  of  them  zero  except  one,  and  the 
equation  then  gives  the  coefficient  of  this  one  equal  to  zero. 
Thus  (2)  involves  the  six  equations 

2J=0,     2  7=0,     2^=0, 

2(^^-32)  =  0,     ^{Xz--Zx)  =  0,     2{rx-Iy)  =  0, 

which  are  the  equations  of  equilibrium  before  obtained  (see 
p.  47). 

268.]  Method  of  Lagrange.  Lagrange  based  the  whole  of 
Dynamics — alike  its  applications  to  the  equilibrium  and  motion 
of  rigid  bodies,  of  inextensible  and  extensible  strings,  of  elastic 
rods  and  membranes,  of  fluids,  and  of  elastic  media  propagating 
disturbances  by  undulatory  motions — on  the  single  Principle 
of  Virtual  Work.  So  far  as  the  equilibrium  problem  is  con- 
cerned, in  its  reference  to  any  of  the  material  systems  just 
named,  the  idea  of  the  method  is  shortly  this — 

Imagine  the  system  to  have  taken  its  position  or  configuration  of 
equilibrium;  then  imagine  any  small  derangement  whatever  of  the 
points,  or  infinitesimal  elements,  of  the  system;  calculate  the  total 
quantity  of  work,  both  of  the  external  forces  applied  to  the  system 
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and  of  its  internal  forces  {forces  mutually  exerted  by  neighlouring 
parts  of  the  system),  and  equate  to  zero  this  sum  total  of  work. 

Now  the  system  whose  equilibriam  is  proposed  for  investiga- 
tion in  any  ease  may  be  one  in  which  certain  specified  geo- 
metrical conditions  have  to  be  satisfied — as,  for  instance,  a  system 
of  particles  connected  by  inextensible  fiexible  strings  or  inex- 
tensible  and  inflexible  rods — and,  as  has  been  abundantly  illus- 
trated in  the  earlier  parts  of  this  work,  we  may  either  respect 
the  imposed  geometrical  conditions  (as  it  is  often  convenient  to 
do  when  we  merely  seek  for  positions  of  equilibrium),  or  we  may 
imagine  a  derangement  of  the  parts  of  the  system  in  which  no 
regard  is  paid  to  these  imposed  conditions.  But  if  we  do  the 
latter,  it  is  at  the  expense  of  introducing  into  our  equation  of 
Virtual  Work  the  work  which  would  be  done  by  an  internal 
force  whose  existence  is  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  par- 
ticular geometrical  condition  under  consideration.  The  im- 
position of  every  geometrical  condition  in  a  system  establishes 
the  existence  of  an  internal  force  in  the  system ;  and  the 
examples  hitherto  treated  have  related  to  the  simpler  cases  in 
which  such  forces  are  due  to  the  invariability  of  distances 
between  particles  or  the  restriction  of  the  positions  of  particles 
to  smooth  surfaces. 

We  now  proceed  to  consider,  after  the  manner  of  Lagrange, 
the  theory  of  all  imposed  geometrical  conditions  for  a  system 
of  particles  in  a  general  manner. 

269.]  Equations  of  Condition  may  be  replaoed  by  Forces. 
Suppose  a  system  of  n  particles  whose  co-ordinates  are  connected 
by  k  equations  of  condition, 

A  =  0,    L^-0,...Lj^r=0,  (1) 

each  of  these  equations  being  of  the  form 

that  is,  involving  the  co-ordinates  of  all  the  points  in  general. 
Then  the  equation  of  virtual  work  for  the  position  of  equilibrium 
of  the  system  is 

^{Xhx-k'Thy-\-Zhz)  =  Oy 
which,  when  written  at  full  length,  is 
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Now  if  the  virtual  di^placemenU  of  the  particle*  tcere  all  in* 
dependent^  this  equation  would  involve  the  vanishing  of  the 
coefficient  of  each  displacement  (see  Art.  267) ;  but  the  displace- 
ments of  the  particles  must  be  such  as  still  to  satisfy  the  equa- 
tions (1).  Hence  the  quantities  bx,  &c.,  are  connected  by  the  i 
equations 

dL.^        dL,^        dL.^  \ 


dXy^ 


dyi 


dz^ 


dL^ .        dL.  ^        dL^ . 
dLo  ^        dLo »        dLo  ^ 


dL 


2 


dl. 


2 


dL. 


+  ^^<'n-^-:nr^lfn+-if^'n=o, 


y 


dx, 


dy 


dz. 


(3) 


dL..        dL..        dL.^ 

dL. .        dL.  ^        dLj^  ^ 

Solving  these  i  equations  for  any  h  of  the  displacements — 
suppose  bx^j  bx^j ...  bxj^ — and  substituting  their  values  in  (2), 
we  obtain  an  equation  connecting  the  remaining  3n—i  displace- 
ments of  the  form 

+  Ci82ri  +  ...  +  C;»;?,  =  0.  (4) 

Now,  the  remaining  quantities,  bx^^^,  &c.,  are  completely 
independent,  and  therefore  (see  Art.  267)  every  coefficient  in 
this  equation  must  =  0.  Thus,  we  obtain  3n^h  equations 
involving  the  forces,  that  is,  statical  equations  of  condition. 
Combining  these  statical  equations  with  the  equations  of  con- 
nexion (1),  we  have  finally  3n  equations  for  the  3n  co-ordinates 
of  the  particles.  The  elimination  of  the  displacements  from  the 
equations,  can,  however,  be  exhibited  in  a  more  symmetrical  and 
nsefrd  form. 

Multiply  the  left  sides  of  the  equations  (3)  by  A^,  Aj, ...  Aj^  in 
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order,  theee  multipliers  beings  undetermined  quantities ;  then  add 
all  the  results  together,  and  finally  equate  to  zero  the  coefficient 
of  every  displacement  in  the  resulting  equation.  Thus  we  shall 
have  the  following  3»  equations : — 


_,     ,  dL,     .   dLf  ^  dLj, 


\  (s) 


If  from  these  equations  we  eliminate  the  k  undetermined 
multipliers,  we  shall  have  ^n-^k  statical  equations  of  condition, 
as  before;  and  we  see^  as  an  essential  characteristic  of  the 
Lagrangian  method,  that  the  variations  of  the  co-ordinates  of  all 
the  particles  of  the  system  may  be  treated  as  independent  quantities 
after  we  have  taken  the  variations  of  the  left-hand  sides  of  all  the 
equations  of  condition,  multiplied  each  of  these  by  an  arbitrary 
multiplier f  and  included  the  products  in  one  equation  of  Virtual 
Work. 

Now,  this  method  of  elimination  has  the  advantage  of  dis- 
covering the  geometrical  forces,  or  forces  arising  from  the  con- 
nexions, of  the  system.  For,  suppose  that  we  suppress  the 
condition  i/j  =  0 ;  then  the  system  will  begin  to  move ;  but  it 
may  be  kept  at  rest  by  applying  a  special  force  to  each 
particle. 

Let  the  components  of  the  force  applied  to  m^  be  Z/,  jy,  Z^\ 
those  of  the  force  applied  to  Wg,  Xg',  1^,  Z^,  and  so  on  for  all 
the  others.     The  equations  of  equilibrium  of  m^  will  then  be 

_.      ■«-/     ^  dLa  ,  dL, 

„      „,        dLa  .   dLx, 

similar  equations  holding  for  the  other  particles. 


^ 
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Snbtracian'g  the  left  side  each  of  these  from  that  of  the  cor- 
responding equation  in  (5),  we  hare 


r/=A, 


d^i' 


Hence  Z/:  7/:^/=!^':^':^, 

^       '■      *       rfa?i    0^1    dzj^ 


If,  now,  all  the  co-ordinates  involved  in  the  equation  i/j  =  0 
are  considered  constant  except  os^^Jfi^  and  r^,  this  equation  will 
denote  a  surface  on  which  the  particle  m^  is  constrained  to  lie, 

dxj^       dy^       dzy^ 

»ch  divided  by  ^("fpV7f)%(i|7. 

will  be  the  direction-cosines  of  the  normal  to  this  surface  at 
the  point  (ar^,  y^,  z^.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  force 
required  to  keep  the  particle  m^  at  rest,  when  the  condition 
Z^  =  0  is  suppressed,  is  a  force  acting  normally  to  this  surface, 
its  magnitude  being 

In  the  same  way  the  force  required  to  keep  m^  at  rest  acts 
normally  to  the  sur&ce  denoted  by  i/j  =  0  when  (s^^  y^^  z^  are 
considered  as  the  only  variable  co-ordinates  in  the  equation,  and 
the  magnitude  of  this  force  is 

If  the  condition  2^2=^  ^^^^  suppressed,  it  follows  in  like 
manner  that  forces 


*.  ^/(^h  O"*  (t)"'  "^ 
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should  be  applied  to  the  particles  m^ ,  &c.,  in  directions  normal 
to  the  surfiices  represented  by  the  equation  2/2  =  0  when  the 
sole  variables  in  it  are  the  co-ordinates  of  %,  &c.,  in  succession. 
It  is  easy  to  see  that 

is  equal  to       i?;(cos  a.6a?i  +  cos/3.8yi  +  cos  y  .82^1), 

where  F^^  is  the  force  of  connexion  acting  on  %  in  virtue  of  the 
condition  L^  =  0,  and  a,  /3,  y  the  direction  angles  of  the  normal 
to  the  surface  denoted  by  i/i  =  0  when  the  co-ordinates  of  tn^ 
are  regarded  as  the  only  variables  in  it. 

Now,  the  multiplier  of  Fi  in  this  expression  is  evidently  the 
projection  of  the  displacement  of  m^  along  the  normal  to  this 
surface.  If  this  projection  be  denoted  hy  bn,  n  being  the 
length  of  the  normal  at  the  position  of  m^  measured  from  some 
fixed  point  on  the  normal,  we  have 

in  which  the  variation  of  L^  has  reference  solely  to  the  par- 
ticle %. 

The  right-hand  side  of  this  equation  at  once  identifies  the 
term  K^hLi  with  the  virtual  work  of  an  internal  force,  since 
F^bnia  explicitly  such ;  and  this  force  acts  along  the  direction 
in  which  the  function  L^  varies  most  rapidly  (i.e.  the  normal 
to  the  surface  denoted  by  the  equation  L^  =  0). 

Hence  Lagrange  habitually  speaks  of  such  a  term  as  XbL  in 
the  equation  of  virtual  work  as  *  thd  virtual  moment  of  a  force 
tending  to  vary  the  function  L: 


Examples. 

1.  A  number  of  heavy  particles  are  attached  at  given  intervals  to  a 
weightless  string  the  extremities  of  which  are  fixed ;  investigate  the 
circumstances  of  equilibrium  (Funicular  Polygon). 

Let  (a,  b)  be  the  co-ordinates  of  one  of  the  fixed  extremities,  {x^ ,  yi), 
(a;,,  ^2)1  "•  ^^®  co-ordinates  of  the  particles  taken  in  order  from  this 
extremity,  /^ly  2^s>***  the  lengths  of  the  portions  of  the  string  between 
these  points,  and  TT^,  TT,,...  the  weights  of  the  particles. 

Then  the  equations  of  connexion  of  the  system  are 
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Hence  the  Lagrangian  equation  of  virtual  work  is 

^i^yi+^2^y»+--^i{(«-ai)H+(^-yi)^yi} 

Equating  to  zero  the  coefficients  of  the  several  displacements, 


^s-^i(yi-ys)+^8(ys-ya)=  0. 
•      ••••• 

The  first  set  of  these  equations  evidently  gives 

Ai(a— Xj)  =  XjCajj-a:,)  =  Aj(a:,— a:,)  =  ...  =  T,  suppose, 
and  by  substituting  in  the  remaining  set, 

yi-ya_,y2-y8 ,  ^2 

But  — ^  is  the  tangent  of  the  inclination  of  the  portion  l^^  of  the 

string  to  the  horizon.     Hence  we  have 

W 
tantf^l  =  tan^„+~^ 

W 
tan^i,  =  tan^„  +  -^> 


as  in  Art.  35.    Also  the  tension  of  the  string  joining  (a,  5)  to  (a^,  ^j)  is 
p  acting  from  the  first  point  towards  the  second,  and  so  on  for  the 

other  tensions. 

2.  Deduce  by  the  method  of  Lagrange  the  conditions  of  equilibrium 
of  a  system  of  three  particles  forming  a  rigid  triangle,  each  particle 
being  acted  on  by  given  forces. 

Liet  (aSj)  ^1,  z^  be  the  co-ordinates  of  one  particle,  and  (X^,  F^,  Z,) 
the  components  of  the  force  acting  on  it,  with  similar  notation  for  the 
other  two  particles.  Then,  if  ly^,  {„,  l^  denote  the  sides  of  the 
triangle,  the  equations  of  connexion  are 

(a'8-a^i)"+(ys-yi)'  +  (^-fi)"  =  V. 
Hence  the  Lagrangian  equation  of  equilibrium  is 

+(yi-y2)(^yi7^yi)+(«i-«2)(H-^«2)}+-  =  o, 

the  undetermined  multipliers  being  X^,  A„,  and  A^^. 
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Equating  to  zero  the  coefficients  of  the  displacements,  we  have 

-^i  +  \a(aJi-aii)-^tt(»a-»i)  =  0,  (1) 

5^i+\9(yi-y2)-^8i(y8-yi)  =  o,  (2) 

^l  +  ^12(^'-«»)-^a(«8-«l)    =0,  (3) 

with  similar  equations  for  the  other  particles. 
By  addition,  we  have  at  once 

Xj  +  X^  +  XjrrO,  or  2X=0, 

7,+ 7,+ 73  =  0,  or  27=0, 

Zj  +-^j+  Z^  =  0,  or  1,Z  =  0, 

which  are  the  ordinary  equations  of  translation. 

Again,  multiplying  (1)  hy  y^  and  (2)  by  a?^,  and  subtracting, 

and  by  taking  the  similar  equations   for  the   other  particles,  and 

adding,  we  get  2(7a?— Xy)  =  0. 

Similarly,  2(X«-Za;)  =  0, 

and  2(^y-7«)  =0. 

These  last  three  are  the  equations  of  moments,  and  they  constitute, 
with  the  first  three,  six  equations  of  equilibrium.  Now  these  are  all 
the  conditions  that  can  be  obtained  among  the  forces  and  co-ordinates. 
For  if  n  particles  be  connected  by  k  equations  of  condition,  there  are 
(Art.  269),  3w— A;  final  equations.  But  here  w  =  3,  A;  =  3,  therefore 
3  w— A;  =  6.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  equations  of  equilibrium  of 
any  rigid  body  must  be  the  same  in  number  as  those  for  three 
particles  forming  a  rigid  triangle,  because  if  three  points  of  a  rigid 
body  are  determined  in  position,  the  position  of  the  body  is  deter- 
mined. 

3.  Show  that  the  equations  of  equilibrium  of  a  system  subject  to 
given  conditions  may  be  expressed  as  the  vanishing  of  the  difierential 
coefficients  of  a  single  function  of  the  co-ordinates  of  the  system. 

Suppose  that 

(Xidb?!  +  Y^dy^  +  Z^dz^  +  (X,<fojj  +  Y^dy^  +  Z^cf;^)  + . . . , 
or  2(X{fo;-|-  Ydy-^Zdz)^  =— c^H  where  H  is  a  function  of  the  co- 
ordinates JBi,  ^1,  «i,  »a>  ya*  ^>  •••    Then  taking 

where  Zj  =  0,  Z,  =  0,...  are  the  equations  of  condition,  we  shall  have 

But  since  the  co-ordinates  make  i/j  =  Z,  =  ...  =  0, 

and  comparing  with  equations  (5),  we  see  that  the  equations  of  equi- 
librium 9Xt   dU      ^   dU      f.      dU      ^    dU      ^  ^ 
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270.]  Bistinotive  Feature  of  the  Lagrangian  Method.  If 
the  first  method  of  eliminating  the  displacements  described  in 
the  last  article  is  adopted,  we  arrive  at  an  equation  such  as  (4) 
of  that  Article,  from  which  the  conditions  of  equilibrium  are 
obtained  by  equating  to  zero  the  coefficients  of  the  displace- 
ments. But  in  proceeding  thus,  we  fail  to  obtain  the  values  of 
the  internal  and  geometrical  forces  of  the  system.  Now  these 
forces  are,  as  we  have  seen,  intimately  related  to  the  undeter- 
mined multipliers ;  and  as  these  latter  are  found  from  the 
Lagrangian  equations,  it  follows  that — 

The  method  of  Lagrange  gives  not  only  the  conditions  of  equi- 
librium, but  also  the  internal  forces  of  the  system. 

A  single  very  elementary  example  will  suffice  to  render  this  clear. 

Two  heavy  particles  of  weights  W^  and  IT,  are  connected  by  a  rigid 
rod,  and  each  particle  rests  on  a  smooth  inclined  plane.  The  incli- 
nations of  the  planes  are  i^  and  t,  and  their  intersection  is  horizontal; 
find  the  position  of  equilibrium  and  the  internal  and  geometrical 
forces. 

Let  the  line  of  intersection  of  the  planes  be  taken  as  axis  of  z,  let 
the  axis  of  y  be  vertical  and  that  of  x  horizontal.  Also  let  (a;^  y^  z^) 
(a?2  ^3  z^)  be  the  co-ordinates  of  the  particles,  and  I  the  length  of  the 
rod  connecting  them.     Then  the  equations  of  connexion  are 

yji-a;jtan*,  =  0, 
y,  +  a;gtant,  =  0, 

Hence  the  Lagrangian  equation  of  equilibrium  is 

—  ^i^yi—  ^2^ys  +  ^1  (^yi— tan  tj .  6aJi)  + a,  (ay,-|-tan  i, . ««,) 

Aj,  Aj,  and  r  being  the  undetermined  multipliers. 

Equating  to  zero  the  coefficients  of  the  separate  displacements, 

-Tr,  +  A,  +  T(y,-y,)=0, 

-r,  +  A,-T(y,-y3)  =  0, 

Ajtantj— T(a:i— ajj)  =  0, 

Ajtanij— T(aJi— ccj)  =  0, 

From  the  last  equation  we  have  «j— «^  =  0,  which  shows  that  both 
particles  must  lie  in  a  vertical  plane  perpendicular  to  the  line  of  inter- 
section of  the  inclined  planes. 

VOL.  II.  I 
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If  9  be  the  inclination  of  the  line  joining  the  particles  to  the 
horizon,  the  other  equations  give 

(F;+]r,)tan^=  FiCottj-ITjCotti, 

TTj  sin  t  J 

__  ITj  COS  B  COS  tj 
* ""     cos(ti— ^) 
_  TTj COS ^ cost, 
^"'     cos(tH-^) 

The  reader  will  easily  perceive  that  rZ  is  the  tension  of  the  rod, 
and  A,  sec  \  and  A,  sec  i^  the  reactions  of  the  smooth  planes.  Thus  we 
have  the  same  values  of  the  inclination  of  the  rod  and  of  the  internal 
forces  as  we  should  have  obtained  by  the  ordinary  statical  methods. 

Now  suppose  that  the  equation  of  virtual  work  is  employed  ac- 
cording to  tiie  first  method ;  that  is,  let  us  write 

6yj^— tan  tj .  3a?j  =  0, 
^^2  +  tan  tj .  hx^  =  0, 

(«i-«8)(^«i-^aj2)+(yi-y2)(^yi-^y2)+(^-«2)  (^«^i-^^)  =  o, 

and  eliminate  the  displacements  without  employing  undetermined 
multipliers.     Then  we  obtain  simply  the  equations 

«i— «2  =  0, 
(iri+F,)tan^=  TTiCottj-TTjCotti, 

which  define  the  position  of  equilibrium,  without  giving  the  values  of 
the  unknown  forces  of  the  systeuL 

271.]  Work.  If  a  force,  -B,  acts  at  a  point  (a?,  y,  z)  which, 
from  any  cause,  receives  a  small  displacement  whose  projections 
on  the  axes  of  co-ordinates  are  dx^  dy^  dz^  and  if  the  components 
of  R  are  X,  Y^  Z^  the  work  actually  done  by  the  force  is 

Xdm^Ydy-^-Zdz.  (1) 

If  a  force  P  which  is  constant  both  in  magnitude  and  line  of 
action  acts  at  a  point,  Ay  which  from  any  cause  is  displaced 
through  any  distance,  AB^  along  the  line  of  action  and  in  the 
sense  of  P,  the  whole  amount  of  work  done  by  the  force  is 

PxAB\ 

and  if  the  displacement  takes  place  in  the  sense  opposite  to  that 
of  P,  the  work  done  by  P  is  — P  x  AB. 

If  the  force  P  is  constant  in  magnitude  and  direction  (but  not 
line  of  action)  while  its  point,  A^  of  application  is  displaced  along 
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any  curve,  AB  (Pig.  254),  the  work  done  by  the  force  (which  is 
the  integral  of  all  the  elements  of  work  done  daring  the 
passage)  is 

P  X  projection  of  AB  along  the  direction  of  P. 

As  an  instance,  take  the  case  of  a  heavy  body  of  weight  V 
whose  centre  of  gravity  occupies  the  point  A  initially.  If  the 
body  is  displaced  along  any  curve  or  surface  whatever,  so  that  its 
centre  of  gravity  finally  occupies  the  position  B^  the  work  done 

where  h  is  the  excess  of  the  height  of  A  over  that  of  J3 ;  so  that 
W  does  positive  work  if  ^  is  below  -4,  negative  work  if  ^  is 
above  Ay  and  no  work  if  A  and  B  are  at  the  same  horizontal 
leveL  Similarly  in  Fig.  254$  the  working  force  being  constant 
in  magnitude  and  direction,  if  AiD  is  perpendicular  to  P,  no 
work  is  done  on  the  whole  in  the  passage  from  A  to  D. 

If  the  working  force,  P,  is  constant  in  magnitude  and  variable 
in  direction,  while  its  point  of  applica- 
tion is  at  each  instant  moving  along  the 
line  of  action  of  P,  the  work  done  by  P 
frx)m  one  point  A  to  another  B  is  the  pro- 
duct P.«,  where  9  is  the  whole  length  of 
the  path  of  the  point  of  application  be- 
tween A  and  B.     For  instance,  a  constant 

pressure,   P,   exerted   on   the  arm   of  a         "^     ^  ^ 

«4.  Kg.  354. 

capstan. 

If  the  working  force  varies  both  in  magnitude  and  in  direction 

whUe  its  point  of  application  describes  any  path  between  a  point 

A  and  a  point  B,  the  total  work  must  be  obtained  by  taking  the 

elementary  work  done  by  the  force  for  a  very  small  displacement 

of  its  point  of  application,  and  integrating  this.     We  may  at 

each  point  resolve  the  force  into  three  components,  so  that  the 

element  of  work  is  expressed  by  (1),  and  the  total  work  done 

between  A  and  B  is 

[^{Xdx+Td^+Zdz),  (2) 

the  su£Sxes  indicating  the  points  between  which  the  work  is 
done. 

The  work  done  by  a  force  whose  point  of  application  is  dis- 
placed from  any  one  position,  A^  to  any  other  B,  is  often  very 

19 
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usefully  represented  graphically  by  means  of  a  JTork  Diagram. 
If  in  any  position  P  is  the  magnitude  of  the  force,  and  dp  the 
projection  of  the  displacement  of  its  point  of  application  along 
the  direction  of  P,  the  element  of  work  is 

P.  dp, 

and  the  whole  work  is  the  integral  of  this.  Hence  if  we  take 
two  rectangular  axes,  Ox  and  Oy,  and  lay  off,  successively,  along 
Ox  the  values  of  ^  as  they  occur  in  the  working  of  the  force 
between  -4  and  JB;  and  if  perpendicularly  to  each  of  these 
elements  we  draw  the  corresponding  value  of  P  (as  an  ordinate), 

the  extremities  of 
these  ordinates  will 
trace  out  a  curve 
whose  area  will  repre- 
sent the  work  done. 
Thu8,inFig.255,ifPi 
is  the  magnitude  of 
the  working  force  at 
A,  Pj  its  magnitude 
at  -B,  while  P  is  its 
^^S'  ^55-  magnitude  at  any  in- 

termediate point,  Q,  we  may  take  any  point,  M^ ,  on  Ox  at  which 
to  draw  the  ordinate  Pj,  and  the  distance  M^MwHl  he  the  sum 
of  the  values  of  the  projections,  such  as  Qq,  of  the  elements,  QB, 
of  arc  along  the  corresponding  directions  of  I  between  A  and  Q. 
We  may,  of  course,  choose  the  small  arcs  Q-iB, ...  of  such  lengths 
that  the  elements,  MN, ...  are  all  equal,  i.  e.  djo  may  be  taken  as 
a  constant  element. 

The  expression  /    Pdj)  for  the  work  done  between  A  and  JB 

Jb 

becomes  then  the  area  M^S^S^M^, 

properly  translated  from  square  centimetres  (suppose)  into 
kilogramme-metres,  according  to  the  scale  <^  length  on  which 
force  magnitude  is  represented  in  drawing  the  ordinates  MS,  and 
(generally)  the  diminished  scale  on  which  the  projections  Qq  are 
represented  by  the  elements  MN. 

If  C.  6.S.  units  are  adopted,  the  unit  of  work  is  that  done  by 
a  dyne  in  displacing  its  point  of  application  through  one  cen- 
timetre in  its  own  direction.    This  unit  of  work  is  called  an  er^. 
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Examples. 


1.  If  one  end  of  an  elastic  string  is  fixed  while  the  other  is  drawn 
out  through  a  given  distance,  find  the  work  done  by  its  tension,  and 
the  work  diagram. 

If  {q  is  the  natural  length  of  the  string,  A  its  modulus  of  elasticity, 
and  I  any  stretched  length  which  is  productive  of  a  tension  T,  we  have 

T'sA-— ^.     For  a  small  increment  of  length,  dl,  the  tension  does 

work  equal  to  ~  Tdl ;  therefore  disregarding  the  sign  of  the  wcMrk, 
we  may  represent  it  by  drawing  the  values  of  l^l^  along  Osc,  so  that 
OM  is  proportional  to  l—l^;  then  at  if  we  are  to  draw  an  ordinate, 
MSf  proportional  to  T,  and  therefore  proportional  to  OAf,  The  locus 
of  S  is  obviously  a  right  line  passing  through  0,  and  the  work  done 
by  the  tension  for  any  amount  of  extension  is  represented  by  the  area 
of  a  trapezium,  affected  with  a  negative  sign. 

The  amount  of  work  done  by  the  tension  in  an  extension  from  a 
length  2|  to  a  length  /,  is 

2.  Another  simple  example  of  a  work  diagram  is  fiimished  by  a 
gas  enclosed  in  a  cylinder  fitted  with  a  gas-tight  piston,  the  gas 
expanding  or  contracting  at  a  constant  temperature. 

In  this  case  let  us  calculate  the  work  done  by  the  total  pressure 
on  the  piston  in  the  expansion  of  the  gas  by  a  given  amount. 

If  P  is  the  force  exerted  on  the  piston,  and  x,  the  distance  of  the 
piston,  in  any  position,  from  the  closed  end  of  the  cylinder,  the  law 
of  Boyle  and  Mariotte  gives 

Px  =  constant  =  PiX^, 

where  F^  is  the  pressure  in  the  first  position  and  m^  the  distance  of 
this  position  from  the  closed  end. 

The  values  of  x  being  laid  off  along  Ox,  the  extremities  of  the 
ordinates  will  trace  out  a  rectangular  hyperbola,  and  the  area  in- 
cluded between  any  portion  of  this  curve,  the  ordinates  at  its 
extremities,  and  the  axis  of  x,  represents  the  work  done  by  the 
pressure.    The  work  done  by  the  pressure  from  o^  to  as  is 

^i^PilogeJ. 

3.  In  general,  if  a  gas  expands  from  a  volume  v^  to  a  volume  v,, 
and  i£  piBitB  intensity  of  pressure  (or  pressure  per  unit  area),  the 
work  done  by  the  gas  against  external  resistance  is 

pdv.  (a) 

n 

For,  if  at  any  time  the  gas  is  enclosed  within  a  surfEice  S,  whose 
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element  of  area  at  any  point  is  dS,  tbe  amount  of  presBpra  on  this 
element  is  pdS ;  and  if  in  a  Bmall  expansion  the  element  dS  is  driven 
out  along  the  nonaal  through  a  distance  dn,  the  work  done  by  the 
preaaure  on  dS  is  pdS  .  dn;  therefore  for  the  small  expansion  of  the 
whole  Tolume  enclosed  by  S  the  sum  of  the  works  done  by  the 
pressures  on  all  its  elements  dS  is  (since  p  is  constant  throughout 
the  gas),  pydSdn ;  but  /dSdn  is  the  increase  of  volume  of  the 
whole  gas  for  the  small  expansion  considered,  that  is,  dv;  hence 
the  work  for  this  expansion  is  pdv,  and  therefore  in  the  change  from 
volume  w,  to  volume  v, — the  intensity  of  pressure,  p,  of  course  con- 
tinuously varying — the  work  dona  is  given  by  (a). 

For  example,  if  the  gas  changes  adiahatiaiUy — i.  e,  so  that  no  heat 
is  conducted  either  into  or  out  of  it,  while  its  Umperatur»  and 
intentdty  of  pressure  both  vary — the  relation  between  p  and  v  is 

^1;*  =  constant,  (6) 

where  k  is  about  1*408.  In  this  cose  the  carve  whose  abscissae  and 
ordinates  are  the  varying  values  of  v  and  p  is  asymptotic  to  both 
axes — like  the  rectangular  hyperbola 

pv  ^=  constant,  (e) 

which  represents  the  relation  between  p  and  v  when  the  expansion 
is  unaccompanied  by  change  of  temperature — but  it  approaches  the 
axis  of  volumes  more  rapidly  than  the  hyperbola. 

The  curves  obtained  by  varying 
the  constant  in  (b)  are  called  adia- 
batics,  while  those  given  by  (c)  are 
called  itothermaU.  Thus,  let  A  be 
a  point  whose  co-ordinates  Oa  and 
aA  are  ti,  aad p^,  respectively;  then 
the  curve  whose  equation  is 

pV^=plV* 

is  AB,  while  the  curve  (rectangular 
hyperbola)  whose  equation  is 

pv=p^v^ 
ieAD.  The  co-ordinates  of  the  points 
on  AB  between  A  and  B  represent  the 
states  of  the  gas  as  to  volume  and  intensity  of  pressure  in  the  adia- 
batic  transformation  from  state  A  to  state  B. 

A  gas  contained  in  a  cylinder  with  a  gas-tight  piston  can  be 
transformed  adiabatioally  and  isothermally,  successively,  to  any  extent 
in  the  following  manner.  Suppose  the  base  of  the  cylinder  to  be 
made  of  thin  polished  copper  or  silver.  (Theoretically  this  base  is 
to  have  perfect  thermal  conductivity,  i.e.  any  beat  applied  to  the 
outside  is  instantly  transmitted  to  the  inside,  any  difference  of  tem- 
perature between  the  outer  and  the  inner  surfaces  of  the  base  being  at 
once  annulled.  Thin  polished  silver  or  copper  will  be  an  approxi- 
mation. With  such  a  base  we  are  to  imagine  heat  as  flowing  with  no 
resistance  into  or  out  of  the  cylinder.) 


Fig.  as6. 
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Let  the  piston  and  all  the  rest  of  the  cylinder  be  made  of  an 
infinitely  bad  thermal  conductor,  bo  that  no  heat  can  enter  or  leave 
the  cylinder  anywhere  except  through  the  base. 

To  produce  adiabatic  transformation.  Place  the  cylinder  with 
its  base  on  a  slab  which  is  an  infinitely  bad  thermal  conductor,  and 
do  work  on  the  gas  by  pressing  down  the  piston.  No  heat  can  get 
into  the  cylinder  by  conduction  from  without,  and  none  can  leave  it. 
Moreover,  of  the  work  thus  done  by  the  piston  on  the  gas  a  portion 
goes  to  increase  the  energy  of  motion  of  its  molecules,  and  the  re- 
mainder is  used  in  doing  work  against  the  (repulsive)  forces  existing 
between  these  molecules.  From  an  experiment  of  Joule's,  however,  it 
appears  that  these  molecular  forces  are  non-existent ;  and  subsequent 
experiments  by  Joule  and  Thomson  show  that,  though  this  is  not 
perfectly  true  for  all  gases,  it  is  so  nearly  true,  that  the  work 
absorbed  in  overcoming  these  molecular  forces  may  be  quite  neg- 
lected. 

The  result,  then,  is  that  the  work  done  on  the  gas  goes  wholly  to 
increase  its  heat,  and  therefore  its  temperature.  [Observe,  this  is 
not  a  contradiction  of  our  supposition  that  no  heat  is  communicated 
to  it  by  conduction  from  any  external  source.] 

If,  instead  of  compression  by  means  of  the  piston,  the  gas  is  allowed 
to  expand  and  drive  the  piston  before  it,  its  temperature  falls  in 
an  adiabatic  transformation. 

To  produce  isothermal  transformation.  Place  the  cylinder  with 
its  base  on  a  very  large  reservoir  of  heat — so  large  that  the  volume 
of  the  gas  is  negligible  in  comparison — and  let  the  temperature  of 
the  heat  in  the  reservoir  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  heat  of  the  gas. 
Allow  the  piston  to  be  driven  by  the  gas.  The  effect  of  even  the 
smallest  expansion  would  be  a  lowering  of  the  temperature  inside 
the  cylinder,  but  as  the  base  is  an  infinitely  good  conductor,  the 
inequality  of  temperature  inside  and  outside  is  instantly  annulled 
by  a  flow  inwards  of  heat  from  the  reservoir,  the  temperature  of 
which  (on  account  of  its  capacity)  suffers  no  sensible  diminution. 
Thus  the  temperature  inside  the  cylinder  remains  constant  all 
through  the  expansion. 

The  piston  might  also  be  pressed  down  so  as  to  compress  the  gas, 
the  instantaneous  effect  being  a  rise  of  temperature,  which  is  instantly 
annulled  by  the  flow  of  heat  from  the  gas  into  the  reservoir. 

The  theoretical  processes  here  described  are  those  which  are 
postulated  in  the  working  of  Camot's  Engine^  the  theory  of  which 
is  fundamental  in  Thermodynamics  (see  Clerk  MaxwelUs  Theory  of 
ffecUy  or  almost  any  work  on  Physics). 

Starting  with  the  state  represented  in  Fig.  256  by  the  point  A,  let 
the  following  cycle  of  operations  occur : — adiabatic  compression  re- 
presented by  the  adiabatic  AB,  until  state  B  is  reached ;  isothermal 
expansion  represented  by  BC,  the  gas  receiving  heat  at  constant 
temperature,  and  doing  external  work  by  driving  the  piston  before 
it,  until  state  C  is  reached ;  adiabatic  expansion  represented  by  CD, 
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the  gas  driyiiig  out  the  piston  and  doing  external  work,  while  its 
temperature  falls  and  it  receiyes  no  heat,  until  the  temperature 
which  it  had  originally  {vii  A)  is  reached ;  finally,  isothermal  com- 
pression represented  by  DA,  Uie  piston  being  forcibly  driven  down 
until  the  original  state  (A)  is  reached. 

It  is  required  to  calculate  the  whole  amount  of  positive  work  done 
by  the  gas.     This  work  is  obviously  the  areal  sum 

^AabB+BCch-^CDdc-DdaA, 

where  a,  b,  e,  d  are  the  feet  of  the  ordinates  of  A^  B,  C,  D,  Let  the 
equation  of 

ADhQpv:=fn]    BChepv  =  mf; 

ABhepv^  =  n;   CD  he pv*^  =  n\ 

♦I         1  1 

Then  the  area  AabB  =i  =■ — r(-tri ^zi)*  where  v^  and  v,  are  the 

abscissae  of  A  and  B,    But  r,*"*  =  ->.  and  v.*"*  =  — ;  therefore  this 

m  tn 

area  =  -; which  value  is  also  that  of  CDdc.    Hence  the  ex- 

a;  — 1  ' 

ternal  work  done  by  the  gas  is 

m  — m  -       n 

and  this  is  also,  of  course,  the  area  of  the  figure  ABCD  included 
between  the  two  isothermals  and  the  two  adiabatics. 


272.]  Static  Energy,  or  Potential  Work  of  a  Force  System. 
If  the  point  of  application  of  a  force  whose  components  are 
X,  Yj  Z  occupies  at  any  instant  a  position  which  we  may  denote 
by  (jo),  and  if  (;?q)  denotes  any  other  position  which  it  might 
occupy,  the  amount,  11,  of  work  which  the  force  can  do  in 
the  displacement  from  (j»)  to  (/^q)  is  given  by  the  equation 

r(po) 
n  =  /        {Xdx-^YdyJtZdz),  (l) 

-'(p) 

The  amount  of  work  tohich  the  force  can  do  from  the  present 
position  (p)  to  the  supposed  positioti  (p^)  is  called  the  Potential 
Work  of  the  force. 

In  the  same  way,  if  any  number  of  forces  act  on  any  system  of 
particles,  m^,  m^^ .,.,  and  if  the  present  system  of  positions  of 
these  particles,  or  their  present  configuration,  is  denoted  by  {p)y 
while  another  configuration,  or  system  of  positions  which  they 
might  occupy,  is  denoted  by  (/^q),  the  whole  amount  of  work 
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which  the  forces  can  do  in  the  motion  from  the  present  to  the 
contemphited  position  is  given  by  the  equation 

[Pu) 

{Xdx  +  Tdy  +  Zdz),  (2) 

ip) 

where  2  denotes  a  summation  of  the  works  done  on  all  the 

particles.      The  configuration  denoted  by  {j>q)  may  be   taken 

arbitrarily.     We  shall  speak  of  it  as  tie  configuration  of  reference. 

Here,  as  before,   IT   is   the  potential  work  of  the  forces  of  the 

sysfem. 

Defining  the  term  Energy  to  mean  capacity  for  doing  work^  we 
may  speak  of  the  Potential  Work  of  a  force  system  as  its  Static 
Energy*. 

If  the  particles  do  not  form  a  rigid  body,  but  can  alter  their 
relative  distances;  and  if,  moreover,  they  exert  on  each  other 
forces,  either  of  attraction  or  of  repulsion,  the  work  done  by  the 
internal  forces  in  the  change  of  configuration  must,  of  course, 
be  included  in  the  Static  Energy  of  the  system ;  so  that  if  n^ 
and  n^  are  the  potential  works  of  its  internal  and  external  forces, 
respectively,  the  total  Static  Energy  of  the  system  is 

Any  material  system — whether  it  consists  of  particles  at  finite 
distances  from  each  other,  each  acted  upon  by  some  external 
force  and  also  by  attractions  from  neighbouring  particles,  or 
particles  at  infinitesimal  distances  (as  in  the  case  of  a  bent  springs 
a  membrane,  or  an  elastic  string)— may  occupy  several  difierent 
configurations  successively  and  finally  return  to  its  original 
configuration  ( jo).  If  when  it  does  return  to  its  original  con- 
figuration, the  Static  Energy  of  its  force-system  (internal  and 
external  forces  included)  returns  also  to  its  original  value,  the 
system  is  said  to  be  Conservative.  The  consideration  of  such  a 
system  is  of  the  greatest  importance. 

Any  material  system  toill  be  conservative  when  for  any  smaU 
derangement  of  the  particle  the  work  done  by  the  external  forces  is 
the  differential  of  a  single-valued  function  of  the  co-ordinates  of  the 
particleSy  and  the  internal  forces  are  functions  only  of  the  mutual 
distances  of  the  particles^  and  are  directed  in  the  lines  joining  them. 

*  It  is  nsu&lly  spoken  of  as  '  Potential  Energy  * — an  illogical  term  which,  as 
has  been  pointed  out  by  an  able  writer,  expresses  '  a  double  remotion  from 
actuality.' 
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For  if  the  co-ordinates  of  the  particles  are  (ar^,  y^,  z^),  &c.,  and 
the  external  forces  (Xj,  Y^,  Z^),  &c.,  the  work  of  the  external 
forces  for  any  small  derangement  is 

and  if  this  =  d<f>  (a?i,^i,  -^j,  a?2»y2>  ^2>«*')>  *^®  Static  Energy  of 
these  forces  is  (f>Q — <f),  where  (f)^  is  the  value  of  (f>  when  the 
co-ordinates  of  the  configuration  (Pq)  are  substituted;   and  if 

(f)  is  not  a  multiple- valued  function — such  as  tan~^  — — it   is 

obvious  that  the  Static  Energy  of  the  external  forces  must 
always  be  the  same  whenever  the  system  has  the  same  con- 
figuration. 

Again,  if  the  internal  force  between  m^  and  m^  is  expressed  as 
/(fjj),  where  r^^  is  the  distance  between  them,  and  if  it  is 
directed  in  the  line  joining  them,  the  element  of  work  of  this 
force  is  ±/(^i2)  •  ^''i2>  according  as  the  force  is  repulsive  or 
attractive.  Hence  if/(**i2)'^''i2  =  ^V^C^ie)*  ^^^  Static  Energy 
of  the  internal  forces  in  any  configuration  is,  by  summation  for 
all  the  particles,  ±[2>/r(r)o-2^(r)], 

which  is  manifestly  the  same  whenever  the  configuration  is  the 
same. 

For  example,  an  elastic  rod  bent  and  twisted  in  any  way,  but 
not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  alter  sensibly  its  constants  of 
elasticity,  will  be  an  example  of  a  conservative  system,  if,  more- 
over, the  bending  and  twisting  are  not  accompanied  by  heating. 
The  efiect  of  such  heating  might  be  to  alter  its  various  elastic 
constants,  in  such  a  manner  that  if  it  returns  to  its  original 
configuration,  the  amount  of  work  required  to  produce  a  given 
deformation  either  by  bending  or  by  twisting,  would  not  be  the 
same  as  it  was  originally  to  produce  exactly  the  same  de- 
formation. 

If  the  deformation  is  produced  slowly,  the  heating  efiect  is 
avoided,  and  the  system  is  conservative. 

By  definition,  if  work,  W^  is  done  by  external  agency  on  a 
conservative  system  to  change  its  configuration  from  (p)  to  (jt>'), 
the  system  will  give  back  exactly  the  same  amount,  W,  of  work 
against  external  resistance  in  returning  from  (y)  to  (p). 

A  simple  example  of  a  non-conservative  system  is  furnished 
by  a  heavy  particle  on  a  rough  inclined  plane  of  inclination  i. 
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To  raise  the  particle  through  a  given  vertical  height,  A,  by 
an  up-plane  force  an  amount  of  work  equal  to  wA  (^l  +ixcoti) 
must  be  expended;  while  if  the  particle  is  allowed  to  slide 
down  to  its  original  position,  it  will  give  out  only  the  amount 
wA(l  — /i cott),  and  would  give  out  none  if  /i  =  or  >  tan  i. 

In  all  such  cases — i.  e.  cases  in  which  friction  comes  into 
play — a  part  of  the  work  expended  on  the  system  in  changing 
its  configuration  is  transformed  into  heat,  which  is  speedily  lost 
to  the  system ;  and,  in  general,  if  any  machine,  or  combination 
of  machines,  transforms  a  portion  of  the  work  done  on  it  into 
heat,  it  cannot  restore  even  so  much  of  the  work  as  has  not 
been  thus  transformed,  i.  e.  it  is  non-conservative. 

273.]  Stability  and  Instability  of  Equilibrium.  When  a 
rigid  body,  or  any  material  non-rigid  system,  in  equilibrium 
under  the  action  of  given  forces  is  slightly  disturbed  from  its 
position,  it  will  not,  in  general,  be  in  equilibrium  in  the  new 
position.  Now  the  effect  of  all  the  forces  in  play  in  the  new 
position  may  be  either  to  drive  it  back  to  the  original  position, 
or  to  deviate  it  still  further.  In  the  former  case  the  equilibrium 
is  stable,  and  in  the  latter  unstable. 

As  an  example  for  the  case  of  a  rigid  body,  suppose  a  heavy 
bar,  AB,  moveable  round  a  smooth  horizontal  axis  fixed  through 
the  end  A.  If  the  rod  is  placed  in  a  vertical  position,  it  will  be 
in  equilibrium ;  but  if  the  end  B  is  vertically  above  A,  a  slight 
displacement  will  cause  the  rod  to  fall  from  this  position ;  while 
if  the  end  B  is  below  A,  and  the  rod  is  slightly  displaced,  it  will 
return  to  its  position  of  equilibrium. 

As  an  example  for  a  non-rigid  system,  take  the  case  of  an 
indiarubber  ring  on  an  umbrella  handle.  If  the  substance  of  the 
ring  is  rotated  round  the  circle  formed  by  the  centres  of  all  its 
normal  sections  through  an  angle  which  is  constant  all  through 
the  ring,  one  configuration  of  equilibrium  is  obtained  when  this 
angle  of  rotation  is  tt,  i.e.  when  the  ring  is  turned  inside-out. 
But  this  configuration  is,  of  course,  unstable,  the  slightest  dis- 
turbance causing  the  ring  to  return  to  its  natural  state.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  natural  state  of  the  ring  on  the  handle  is  a 
stable  configuration  of  equilibrium. 

274.]  Universal  Criterion  of  StabiUty  and  Instability.  The 
determination  of  the  nature  of  the  equilibrium  of  any  system — 
i.e.   its  stability   or  instability — ^is   a   question  belonging   to 
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Kinetics.  The  conditions  as  regards  constraints  and  connections 
of  parts  of  the  system  with  each  other  will  enable  us  to  express 
any  possible  configuration  of  the  system  in  terms  of  a  certain 
number  of  independent  variables,  ^d  ^2)  ?3>  •••)  which  may  be 
described  as  'co-ordinates'  of  the  system,  by  an  extension  of  the 
usual  employment  of  this  term.  For  example,  suppose  the  system 
to  consist  of  two  particles,  B  and  C,  which  are  connected  by  an 
inextensible  string,  while  another  inextensible  string,  BA^  is 
attached  to  J9,  and  the  system  is  suspended  vertically  by  fixing 
the  end  A  of  the  second  string.  In  this  case,  supposing  the 
displacements  to  be  confined  to  a  given  vertical  plane,  if  we 
imagine  any  configuration  satisfying  the  conditions  of  the  system, 
i.e.  one  in  which  the  distances  AB  and  BG  are  each  constant, 
such  a  configuration  is  obtained  by  deviating  AB  from  the 
vertical  through  any  angle,  0,  and  then  deviating  BC  from  the 
vertical  through  any  angle,  ^,  these  two  angles  being  entirely 
independent  of  each  other.  The  configuration  of  the  system, 
then,  depends  on  the  two  independent  variables  6  and  ^,  which 
are  its  'co-ordinates.' 

If  the  displacements  of  the  particles  are  not  confined  to  any 
vertical  plane,  AB  can  be  deviated  through  an  angle  0  from  the 
vertical,  and  rotated  (after  the  manner  of  a  conical  pendulum) 
round  the  vertical  through  an  angle  0;  and  BC  can  be  simi- 
larly displaced  through  angles  ^  and  <i/\  so  that  there  are 
four  generalised  co-ordinates  (d,  ^,  <^,  <f/)  of  this  system  in  the 
most  general  case  of  its  displacement. 

Such  variables  are  usually  called  the  generaliied  co-ordinates  of 
the  system,  and  they  determine  the  number  of  degrees  of  freedom 
of  the  system — ^this  being  equal  to  the  number  of  the  generalised 
co-ordinates. 

The  kinetical  process  which  determines  whether  the  equilibrium 
of  the  system  is  stable  or  unstable  consists  in  supposing  each 
of  the  generalised  co-ordinates,  ^,  to  receive  any  small  increment, 
A;,  and  then,  from  the  equations  of  motion  of  the  system, 
expressing  each  ^  ^  as  a  function  of  the  time.  If  the  value  of 
A;  is  a  periodic  function  of  the  time,  the  magnitude  o{  Aq  will 
oscillate  between  infinitely  narrow  limits,  and  the  equilibrium  of 
the  system  will  be  stable;  while  if  any  of  the  displacements  Aq 
involves  the  time  in  a  non-periodic  form  of  the  type  ^,  this  dis- 
placement increases  indefinitely,  and  the  equilibrium  is  unstable. 
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The  result  is  this — If  for  any  possible  small  displacement  of  the 
system  from  Us  configuration  of  equilibrium  there  would  be  positive 
work  done  by  the  acting  forces^  both  external  and  internal,  the  con^ 
figuration  is  unstable  ;  while  if  for  every  possible  small  displacement 
the  sum  total  of  the  works  of  these  forces  is  negative,  the  configura- 
tion  is  stable ;  in  other  words,  the  system  will  be  in  stable  equi- 
librium, if  the  Static  Energy  of  the  system,  i.e.,  the  Potential 
Work  of  its  forces  (internal  and  external)  is  a  iinimm^m^  and 
in  unstable  equilibrium  if  this  potential  work  is  a  maximum. 

This  fundamental  result  we  shall  assume,  referring  the  reader 
for  the  proof  to  Lagrange's  M^canique  Analytique,  6th  section 
of  the  Dynamique,  p.  320  ;  to  Thomson  and  Tait  s  Natural  Phi- 
losophy.  Arts.  291,  &c.  ;  and  to  Laurent's  TraitS  de  MScanique 
Rationnelle,  vol.  ii.  p.  222,  where  an  extremely  concise  proof  by 
Dirichlet  is  given. 

We  shall  revert  to  the  proof  of  this  principle  in  the  next 
Article. 

275.]  Work  Coefficients.  When  the  rectangular  co-ordinates 
(^1 )  Vx  >  ^1)9  &<^*)  of  the  points  of  application  of  the  forces  of  the 
system  are  all  independent,  since 

—  <^n  =  X^dx^'\'Y^dy^'\-Z^dz^'\'X^dx^'\' ...,  (l) 

we  see  that  the  differential  coe£5cient  of  the  Potential  Work 
(with  sign  changed)  with  respect  to  any  co-ordinate  is  the  corre- 
sponding component  of  force.    Thus  —  j—  =Xi,  8cc.     But  if  the 

co-ordinates  are  not  all  independent,  but  expressible  in  terms  of 
a  number,  k,  of  independent  variables,  q^^,  q^^  ...  q^,  this  is  no 
longer  true.  Expressing  the  co-ordinates  a?i,yi,  ^j,  ...  in  terms 
of  the  q%  equation  (l)  for  the  element  of  Potential  Work  assumes 
the  form         _^^  ^  ^^^^^  Q^dq,+  ...  +  Q,dq„  (2) 

in  which  the  coeflBcients  Qj,  ^2*  •••  ^^Y  ^®  ^^  *^®  dimensions 
either  of  force  or  of  couple,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
generalised  co-ordinates  q^,  92>****  ^^  ^  cases  each  term, 
Qidq^^,  in  (2)  is  an  elementary  work,  so  that  if  ^^  is  a  linear 
co-ordinate,  like  x^,  the  coefficient  Qi  will  be  of  the  dimension  of 
force ;  but  if  qi  is  an  angle,  Q^  will  be  of  the  dimension  of  couple. 
Take,  for  example,  the  case  of  two  coplanar  forces,  Pj  and  Pg  > 
acting  at  the  ends,  A  and  £,  of  a  line  of  constant  length,  a,  and 
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consider  only  displacements  in  the  plane  of  the  forces.  The 
generalised  co-ordinates  of  the  system  may  be  taken  as  the 
rectangular  co-ordinates  {x,y)  of  A,  and  the  angle,  Oy  which  AB 
makes  with  the  axis  of  x.  If  {of,  y)  are  the  co-ordinates  of  £, 
we  have  a?'=a?  +  acos  0;  y=  y-j-a  sin  6,  and,  the  components 
of  Pj  and  Pg  heing,  respectively,  (X^ ,  Y^)  and  (Z^,  Tg),  we  have 

in  which  the  coefficients  of  dx  and  dy  are  of  the  dimensions  of 
force^  while  that  of  ^^  is  of  the  dimensions  of  couple. 

The  coefficients  Q^,  Q^,  ..>  m  (2)  are  sometimes  spoken  of  as 
*  generalised  components  of  force.'  This  expression  is  very 
objectionable  on  more  grounds  than  one;  but  we  &11  into  no 
error  if  we  describe  them  as  JFori  Coefficients.  Thus  Qi  is  the 
qi'  rate  at  which  the  system  does  work  if  the  other  independent 
variables,  ?2)  *"  ?&>  ^^  ^^^  ^^P^  constant  and  g^  alone  allowed  to 
vary ;  and  it  does  not  appear  to  be  possible  to  specialise  the 
meanings  of  the  Q's  any  further — i.e.  to  give  a  rule  applicable 
to  all  cases  for  localising  Q|,  Qj*"*  ^  forces  or  couples  at 
particular  points  or  round  particular  axes  in  the  system. 

Since  in  a  position  of  equilibrium  dU  is  zero  for  all  possible 
displacements^  in  such  a  position  we  must  have 

Qi  =  0,    <22  =  0,...  Q,  =  0.  (3) 

Now  the  fiindamental  principle  of  last  Article,  that  the  Potential 
Work  of  the  system  of  forces,  both  internal  and  external,  is 
a  minimum  in  a  configuration  of  stable,  and  a  maximum  in  a 
configuration  of  unstable,  equilibrium  cannot  be  inferred  from 
the  vanishing  of  all  the  first  difierential  coefficients  Q^,  Q2>  •••* 
For,  since  11  is  a  function  of  several  independent  variables,  i  in 
number,  there  are  i—l  additional  independent  conditions  that 
n  should  be  either  a  maximum  or  a  minimum.*^  In  a  particular 
case,  however,  the  truth  of  the  principle  can  be  seen  without  the 
general  kinetical  investigation.  This  case  is  that  in  which  the 
material  system  has  one  degree  of  freedom,  i.  e.  when  its  position 

depends  on  a  single  variable,  q.     Here,  since    ^-  =  0  in  the 

position  of  equilibrium,  it  follows  that  IT  is,  in  general,  either  a 
maximum  or  a  minimum ;  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  maximum 
belongs  to  instability.     For,  if  the  equilibrium  is  unstable,  the 

*  W]lliamM>n*s  ZHf.  Col,,  Note  a. 
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system  will  require  positive  work  to  be  done  on  it  bjr  an  external 
agent  to  resist  the  growth  of  the  displacement  dq ;  that  is,  the 
forces  (internal  and  external)  of  the  system  most  during  the 
displacement  be  doing  positive  work — ^resisting  the  positive 
work  which  the  external  agent  is  applying ;  in  other  words,  in 
leaving  the  position  of  equilibrium,  the  Static  Energy  of  the 
given  system  is  diminished.  Clearly,  then,  the  maximum  value 
of  n  corresponds  to  instability. 

276.]  Mayjmnm  or  Mlnimnm  height  of  the  Centre  of 
Qravity.  When  gravity  is  the  only  external  force,  besides  the 
reactions  of  smooth  fixed  surfiices^  acting  on  a  material  system, 
and  when  for  any  change  of  its  configuration  its  internal  forces 
(such  as  mutual  reactions  at  the  contacts  of  smooth  parts)  do  no 
work,  the  Potential  Work  of  the  forces  is  simply 

W.z, 

where  W  is  the  total  weight  of  the  system  and  z  is  the  height  of 
its  centre  of  gravity  above  any  horizontal  plane  which  is  assumed 
as  the  reference  position  (Art.  272)  of  the  centre  of  gravity. 

For,  let  t^2)  ^2'  *••  ^  ^^  weights  and  ^1,  ^2, ...  the  heights  of 
the  centres  of  gravity  of  the  various  separate  bodies,  or  paxticles, 
of  the  system.  Then  the  virtual  work  of  the  system  for  any 
small  displacements  is  ^w^dz^-^w^dz^^w^dz^  ...  ;  hence* 

^n  =  w^dz^  +  ia^dz2  +  ...  =  JF.dz, 

.-.   n  =  r.  ^, 

the  reference  level  being  taken  as  that  firom  which  z  is  measured. 

Now  the  maximum  value  of  11  will  occur  when  z  is  greatest ; 
hence  laAen  the  centre  cf  gravity  of  any  system  of  bodies  is  in  the 
lowest  position  that  it  can  occupy  consistently  with  the  geometrical 
conditions  of  the  system^  that  system  is  in  a  position  of  st-able  equili- 
brium; and  when  its  centre  of  gravity  is  in  the  highest  position^  the 
system  is  in  a  position  of  unstable  equilibrium. 

Unless  the  position  of  the  system  depends  on  a  single  variable, 
we  cannot  assert  conversely  that  a  position  of  equilibrium  is  one 
in  which  the  height  of  the  centre  of  gravity  is  either  a  maximum 
or  a  minimum. 

If  any  bodies  of  the  system  rest  on  rough  curves  or  surfiuses, 

*  This  Msumes  that  none  of  the  geometrical  forces  required  for  a  position  of 
equilibrium  are  infinite;  for  the  term  KZL  cannot  be  aaiumed  to  yanish,  even 
though  8X  Bi  0,  if  A  is  infinite. 
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the  equation  of  virtual  work  will  involve  the  reactions  of  these 
curves  or  sur&ces  for  displacements  along  them.  Hence  we 
have  no  longer  the  equation  JF,bz  =  0,  and  the  principle  of  maxi- 
mum or  minimum  height  of  the  centre  of  gravity  does  not  hold. 

Even  when  the  position  depends  on  one  variable,  it  may 
happen  that  in  a  position  of  equilibrium  the  height  of  the  centre 
of  gravity  is  neither  a  maximum  nor  a  minimum.  Take,  for 
example,  the  case  of  a  heavy  particle  placed  at  a  point  of  in- 
flexion on  a  smooth  curve  in  a  vertical  plane,  the  tangent  at  the 
point  being  horizontal.  The  particle  is  evidently  in  equilibrium, 
since  for  a  small  displacement  Pbz  is  zero,  P  being  the  weight 
and  z  the  height  of  the  particle.  But  z  is  neither  a  maximum 
nor  a  minimum,  and  the  equilibrium,  accordingly,  is  stable  for 
a  small  displacement  along  the  upper  part  of  the  curve,  and 
unstable  for  a  displacement  along  the  lower  part. 

When  the  system  has  only  one  degree  of  freedom,  the  centre 
of  gravity  describes,  in  all  positions  of  the  system  compatible 
with  the  given  conditions,  a  curve  which  is  sometimes  very 
easily  found.  In  the  position  of  equilibrium  the  centre  of 
gravity  will  be  the  point  of  contact  of  a  horizontal  tangent  to 
this  curve,  and  in  this  manner  we  can  most  readily  peixseive  the 
nature  of  the  equihbrium  of  the  body. 

When  the  system  has  more  than  one  degree  of  freedom,  it  may 
happen  that  its  centre  of  gravity  is  constrained,  in  all  displace- 
ments compatible  with  the  connexions,  to  describe  a  fixed 
surface.  In  this  case  the  position  of  equilibrium  vnll  be  one 
in  which  the  tangent  plane  to  this  sur&ce  at  the  centre  of 
gravity  is  horizontal ;  and  if  the  surface  lies  entirely  below  the 
tangent  plane  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  point  of  contact,  the 
equilibrium  will  be  unstable,  as  in  the  case  of  a  curve ;  if  the 
8ur£Eice  lies  above  the  tangent  plane,  the  equilibrium  will  be 
stable ;  and  if  the  tangent  plane  intersects  the  surface  in  a  real 
curve  in  the  neighbourhood  of  contact,  the  equilibrium  will  be 
stable  for  some  displacements  and  unstable  for  others. 

277.]  ContinuoTiB  Eqnilibxiiun.  If  in  all  positions  of  the 
system,  compatible  with  the  geometrical  conditions,  the  statical 

equation  dU  =  0 

is  satisfied,  every  position  is  one  of  equilibrium.     Writing  down 
this  equation  in  all  positions  and  adding,  the  left  sides  of  the 
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equations  thus  obtained  is  evidently  the  same  thing  as  integrating 
it.  Hence  if  all  positions  of  the  system  are  positions  of  eqaili« 
brium,  the  applied  forces  must  satisfy  the  equation 

n  =  constant. 

In  the  j>articular  case  of  a  heavy  system  under  the  action  of 
gravity  alone,  FI  is  W,z;  therefore  if  a  system  be  continuously 
in  equilibrium  under  the  action  of  gravity,  the  centre  of  gravity 
of  the  system  for  all  displacements  compatible  with  the  condi- 
tions moves  in  a  fixed  horizontal  plane,  or,  in  other  words^ 
maintains  a  constant  height. 

Examples. 

1.  A  heavy  beam,  AB  (Fig.  121,  Art.  104),  rests  on  two  smooth  in- 
clined planes ;  find  the  nature  of  its  equilibrium. 

It  is  very  easy  to  prove  that  if  the  right  line  AB  moves  between 
two  fixed  right  lines,  OA  and  OBy  the  given  point  G  on  AB  describes 
an  ellipse  whose  equation  with  reference  to  OA  and  OB  as  axes  of  x 

5i+22co8(«+^)+5  =  l. 

The  centre  of  this  ellipse  is  the  point  0.  In  the  position  of  equi- 
librium G  is  the  point  of  contact  of  a  horizontal  tangent  to  this 
ellipse.  Now  two  such  tangents  can  be  drawn,  one  above  the  inter- 
section of  the  inclined  planes  and  the  other  below  it.  There  are, 
therefore,  two  positions  of  equilibrium;  that  with  which  we  were 
concerned  in  the  example  of  Art.  104  is  obviously  the  position  in 
which  6^  is  at  a  maximum  height,  and  it  is,  therefore,  unstable ;  the 
other  requires  the  planes  to  be  prolonged  below  their  line  of  inter- 
section, and  as  it  also  requires  the  reactions  of  the  planes  to  assume 
impossible  directions,  it  is  physically  impossible.  It  would,  however, 
be  possible  if  the  planes  were  replaced  by  smooth  fixed  rods  to  which 
the  extremities  of  the  beam  are  attached  by  rings.  The  second 
position  of  equilibrium  would  then  be  stable. 

The  impossibility  in  a  certain  case  of  any  position  of  equilibrium, 
except  one  of  continuous  contact  with  either  plane,  which  has  been 
signalized  in  Art.  104,  is  now  easily  explained.  It  occurs  when  the 
point  of  contact  of  the  horizontal  tangent  to  the  ellipse  locus  of  G  falls 
underneath  the  plane  (a)  or  the  plane  (/3),  so  that  it  is  not  a  possible 
position  of  G, 

The  problem  may  be  solved  by  a  purely  analytical  method.  If  z  is 
the  height  of  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  beam,  it  will  be  easily  found 
that  in  the  position  of  equilibrium 

<r «  sin  a  sin  i3  cos  ^  , ,       t\«     /       x        z     x  /a\«  1 
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2.  Two  given  points  of  a  body  rest  in  contact  with  two  smooth 
inclined  planes ;  show  that  the  equilibrium  of  the  body  is  unstable. 

We  know  that  if  two  vertices  of  a  ffiven  triangle  move  along  two 
fixed  right  lines,  the  locus  of  the  third  vertex  is  an  ellipse  whose 
centre  is  the  intersection  of  the  given  lines. 

Hence,  if  we  consider  a  given  triangle  in  the  body  to  be  formed  by 
the  centre  of  gravity  and  the  two  points  which  are  in  contact  with  the 
planes,  we  see  that  the  locus  of  the  centre  of  gravity  is  an  ellipse 
M'hose  centre  is  at  the  intersection  of  the  inclined  planes.  Now  in  the 
position  of  equilibrium  the  centre  of  gravity  is  the  point  of  contact 
of  a  horizontal  tangent  to  this  ellipse.  Hence  the  only  possible 
position  of  equilibrium  is  one  in  which  the  height  of  the  centre  of 
gravity  is  a  maximum ;  therefore  the  equilibrium  is  unstable ;  and  if, 
as  explained  in  the  last  Example,  the  point  of  contact  of  the  tangent 
falls  underneath  either  plane,  the  only  position  of  equilibrium  of  the 
body  is  one  of  continuous  contact  with  one  of  the  planes.  The  student 
will  find  several  particular  examples  of  this  problem  in  Walton's 
Mechanical  Problems  {pp,  164,  &c.),  where  the  solutions  are  analytical. 

3.  A  heavy  body  has  two  plane  surfaces,  CP  and  CQ  (Fig.  257), 
which   rest  against  two  smooth  fixed  pegs,  P  and  Q,  the  line  PQ 

making  an  angle  with  the  horizon ; 
show  that  the  positions  of  equilibrium 
are  determined  by  drawing  horizontal 
tangents  to  a  Limapon. 

The  centre  of  gravity  and  the  pegs 
must  lie  in  one  vertical  plane,  which 
is  that  of  the  figure.  Since  P  and  Q 
are  fixed  points  and  the  angle  at  C 
between  the  plane  faces  is  constant, 
the  circle  described  round  the  triangle 
PCQ  is  fixed  in  space.  Again,  let  G 
be  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  body. 
Then  since  CG  and  CP  are  lines  fixed 
in  the  body,  the  angle  GCP  is  given; 
and  if  CG  meet  the  circle  in  0,  the  point  0  is  fixed  in  space ;  also 
the  distance  CG  is  given. 

Hence  in  all  positions  of  the  body — ^i.e.  in  all  positions  of  C  on  the 
circle — the  centre  of  gravity  is  found  by  drawing  the  line  OC  from 
0  to  the  circumference  of  the  circle,  and  taking  a  constant  length,  CG, 
on  this  line.  The  curve  deduced  in  this  way  from  a  circle  is  a 
Lima9on,  which  is,  therefore,  the  locus  of  the  centre  of  gravity. 
A  particular  example  has  been  already  discussed  in  p.  1 49,  Vol.  I. 

4.  A  heavy  plane  body  of  any  shape  is  suspended  from  a  smooth 
peg,  fixed  in  a  vertical  wall,  by  means  of  a  string  of  given  length,  the 
extremities  of  which  are  attached  to  two  fixed  points  in  the  body. 
Determine  the  nature  of  the  equilibrium. 

This  problem,  so  far  as  the  positions  of  equilibrium  are  concerned, 
has  been  already  discussed  (Ex.  11,  p.  152,  Vol.  I).    We  propose  here 


Fig.  357- 
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to  show  that  there  are  two  positioDs  of  stable  and  one  position  of 
unstable  equilibrium.  In  the  figure  of  the  Example  referred  to,  the 
point  of  contact  of  GP^  with  the  evolute  is  between  G  and  P, ;  the 
point  of  contact  of  GP^  is  between  G  and  P^ ;  and  the  point  of  contact 
of  GP^  is  on  Pfi  produced.  Now  it  is  easy  to  see  that  GP^  is  a  line 
of  maximum  length  drawn  from  G  to  the  ellipse.  For,  let  Q  be  a 
point  on  the  ellipse  close  to  P,,  and  let  QC  be  the  normal  at  Q,  Then 
C  is  the  centre  of  curvature,  and  therefore  the  point  of  contact  of  GP^ 
and  the  evolute.  Hence  CP,  =  CQ^ 
therefore  GP^:=GC+CQ,  which  is 
>GQy  therefore  GP^  >  GQ,  and  GP^ 
is,  therefore,  a  maximum. 

In  the  same  way  GP^  is  a  maxi- 
mum and  GP^  a  minimum  distance 
of  G  from  the  ellipse.  ^    258. 

Hence,  iu  the  positions  of  equi- 
librium, GP^  and  GP^  are  maximum  distances  of  the  centre  of  gravity 
from  the  peg.  The  positions  in  which  these  lines  are  vertical  are, 
therefore,  positions  of  stable  equilibrium.  And  since  GP^  is  a  mini- 
mum depth  of  G,  the  position  in  which  GP^  is  vertical  is  one  of 
unstable  equilibrium. 

5.  To  find  the  nature  of  the  equilibrium  of  the  beam  in  Example  7, 
p.  176,  Vol.  I. 

Take  any  position  of  the  beam  (in  which,  of  course,  the  lines  G  W, 
ARf  and  PS  (p.  148,  Vol.  I)  do  not  meet  in  a  point).  Then,  if  y  is  the 
ordinate  of  P,  the  point  of  contact  of  the  beam  and  the  curve,  referred 
to  a  fixed  horizontal  axis,  the  ordinate  of  G  will  be 

y -{-{GA- PA)  COB  0, 

or  y  +  acos^— sccot^. 

Denoting  this  by  y,  we  have 

Now  g=cot^,      ...      ^-cot^^=0. 

Hence  sin'^  t^  =  —  asin'^  +  «, 

au 

Differentiating  this,  and  remembering  that  in  the  position  of  equi- 
librium jTj  =  0,  we  have 
uu 

d^v      dx  .  « 

Bin^Oy^^z  —--dasin^ecosO.  (1) 

dtp      dO  ^  ' 

Again,  since  cot  ^  =  -^ ,  we  have 


^^dQ     d'^y 
— cosec'  a  -T-  =  ,  -1  • 
dx     dor 


K  % 
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But  if  p  is  the  radius  of  curvature  of  the  curve  at  P, 

= •-  =sin'c/-T-,. 


\^-m 


Therefore  ^-=  ^.  and  (1)  gives 

Buidj^  =  p^SaBindcoBO 

Hence,  since  sin  d  is  necessarily  positive, —^,  will  be  positive,  and  y 
therefore  a  minimum,  if  ^  q  pn 

The  equilibrium  will  therefore  be  stable  or  unstable  according  as 
p>  or  <3P0. 

To  arrive  at  this  result,  it  would  have  been  sufficient  to  demonstrate 
it  for  a  circle,  which  is  very  easily  done.  The  curve  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  F  may  be  replaced  by  the  circle  of  curvature  at  this  point. 

6.  Prove  geometrically  that  the  equilibrium  of  the  beam  in 
Example  2,  p.  145,  Vol.  I,  is  stable. 

7.  Two  uniform  heavy  rods  freely  jointed  together  at  a  common 
extremity  rest  on  a  smooth  parabola  whose  axis  is  vertical  and  vertex 
upwards  ;  find  the  position  of  equilibrium. 

Ans.  Let  the  weights  of  the  rods  be  P  and  Q,  their  lengths  2a 
and  26,  and  let  them  make  angles  0  and  <f>,  respectively,  with  the 
vertical  in  the  position  of  equilibrium ;  then  these  angles  are  deter- 
mined from  the  equations 

Pasin»d-h(P+©)fiicot</)=  0, 

Qb  sin'0  +  {P-{-Q)m  cot  ^  =  0, 

4  m  being  the  latus  rectum  of  the  parabola. 

[Taking  the  tangent  at  the  vertex  as  axis  of  y,  the  abscissa  of  the 

point  of  intersection  of  two  tangents,  y  =  to and  y  =  t'a?—  -7- , 

is 7 .    Hence 

{P  +  Q)x=z  Fa  cos  B-^Qbcos<t>+{F-\'Q)mcotO  cos  <^. 
Then  a;  is  to  be  a  maximum  or  minimum.] 

8.  A  heavy  uniform  rod,  AB,  moveable  about  a  fixed  horizontal  axis 
at  A,  has  its  end  B  connected  with  a  string  which,  passing  over  a 
smooth  pulley  at  a  point  C  vertically  above  Ay  sustains  a  given 
weight  which  rests  on  a  smooth  inclined  plane  passing  through  C, 
Find  the  positions  of  equilibrium,  and  the  nature  of  each. 

Ans,  Let  W  and  2a  be  the  weight  and  length  of  the  rod  ;  P  the 
weight  on  the  plane  whose  inclination  to  the  horizon  is  t ;  2  c  the 
distance  AC,  and  $  the  inclination  of  the  rod  to  the  vertical.     Then, 
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if  (c  —  a)  W<  2  Pc  Bin  i,  there  will  be  three  positions  of  equilibrium 
defined  by  the  equations 

^  =  0,  cos^  =  — ^      \,^    ,„., ,  and  ^  =  IT. 

The  first  and  last  positions  are  stable  and  the  intermediate  one  is 
unstable. 

If  {c—a)  W>  2Pe8mi,  there  is  no  intermediate  position,  and  the 
first  and  last  positions  are  unstable  and  stable  respectively. 

9.  One  end  of  a  beam  rests  against  a  smooth  vertical  plane,  and  the 
other  on  a  smooth  curve  in  a  vertical  plane ;  find  the  nature  of  the 
curve  so  that  the  beam  may  rest  in  all  positions. 

Arts,  An  ellipse  whose  axis  migor  is  the  horizontal  line  described 
by  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  beam,  the  axis  minor  lying  in  the 
vertical  plane. 

10.  A  uniform  heavy  rod  rests  inside  a  smooth  fixed  sphere  whose 
diameter  is  equal  to  the  length  of  the  rod.  In  all  positions  of  the 
rod  its  centre  of  gravity  is  fixed ;  hence  the  rod  should  rest  in  all 
positions ;  but,  except  in  the  vertical  position,  it  is  impossible  that 
the  acting  forces  can  give  equilibrium.     Explain  this. 

(See  note,  p.  127.) 

11.  A  uniform  rod  rests  in  all  positions  with  its  extremities  on  two 
smooth  curves  in  a  vertical  plane;  given  the  equation  of  one,  find 
that  of  the  other. 

Ans.  Let  the  axis  of  y  be  vertical,  2  a  the  length  of  the  rod,  h 
the  constant  height  of  the  centre  of  the  rod,  and  a?  =  (^  (y)  the 
equation  of  one  curve ;  then  the  equation  of  the  other  will  be 

a?  =  «^(2A-y)-2V'a«-(A-y)«. 

12.  Find  the  general  equation  of  a  smooth  curve  (in  a  vertical 
plane)  on  which  if  the  ends  of  a  uniform  rod  are  placed,  the  rod  will 
rest  in  all  positions. 

Ans,  If  the  line  described  by  the  centre  of  gravity  is  axis  of  x, 
the  equation  is  the  form  r<^(y*)  +  a5]*  +  y' =a',  where  2a  =  length 
of  rod,  and  <t>(y*)  is  a  function  which  does  not  change  sign  with  y, 

1 3.  Investigate  the  equilibrium  of  the  sphere  and  cone  each  resting 
on  a  smooth  inclined  plane,  they  being  also  in  contact  with  each  other, 
as  in  Example  5,  p.  206,  Vol.  I. 

Their  positions  being  varied  in  any  way,  subject  to  the  condition 
of  contact,  it  is  easy  to  prove  that  the  locus  of  their  common  centre 
of  gravity  is  a  right  line.  If  this  line  is  not  horizontal,  it  is  impossible 
to  have  dy  =  0,  and  therefore,  in  general,  there  is  no  position  of  equi- 
librium in  which  each  body  is  in  contact  with  only  one  plane.  If 
the  line  is  hoi-izontal,  all  positions  are  positions  of  equilibrium. 

Taking  horizontal  and  vertical  lines  through  0  as  axes  of  x  and  y, 
respectively,  and  taking  OA  ^  =  £ )  as  the  single  variable  which  de- 
termines the  configuration  of  the  system,  we  find  that  (  W+  W^)y  is  the 
sum  of  a  constant  and  tlte  term 
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sin  a' 


[Wsma-W co8(a  +  a'-y)]xf; 

cosy 

so  that  p  will  be  constant  if  equation  (3),  in  the  example  referred  to, 

is  satisfied. 

14.  Of  all  curves  that  can  be  drawn  through  two  given  points, 
A  and  B,  and  having  the  same  length,  determine  that  one  whose 
revolution  round  the  line  AB  generates  a  surface  of  maximum  area. 

Ans,  A  Common  Catenary.  For,  imagine  AB  to  be  placed  in  a 
horizontal  position,  and  let  heavy  uniform  inextensible  strings,  all 
of  the  same  length,  coincide  with  various  curves  that  can  be  drawn 
through  A  and  B,  These  strings  will  one  and  all  abandon  their  given 
configurations  and  become  Catenaries.  And  since  the  equilibrium  of 
the  Catenary  is  stable,  negative  work  would  be  done  by  all  the  forces 
acting  on  its  particles  for  any  imagined  displacement  of  these  particles 
which  is  consistent  with  the  geometrical  conditions  of  the  figure. 
These  conditions  are  simply  that  the  two  ends  of  the  curve  are  fixed, 
and  that  there  is  perfect  flexibility  but  no  extensibility.  Hence  any 
change  of  figure  consistent  with  these  would  raise  the  centre  of  gravity 
of  the  string ;  and  therefore  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  Catenary  is 
lower  than  the  centre  of  gravity  of  any  of  the  given  curves ;  and  since, 
by  the  Theorems  of  Pappus  (Vol.  I,  p.  301),  the  surface  generated  by 
revolution  is  equal  to  the  length  of  the  revolving  curve  multiplied 
by  the  circumference  of  the  circle  described  by  its  centre  of  gravity, 
the  surface  generated  by  the  Catenary  is  greatest. 

278.]  Expansion  of  the  Abscissa  and  Ordinate  of  a  Curve 

in  Powers  of  the  Arc.    Let  A  and 
B  (Fig.  259)  be  any  points  on  a 
curve,  and  let  Am  and  An  be  the 
— .™^^^^-;;5-^^       tangent  and  normal  at  A.  Also  let 
»  yjr  be  the  angle  between  the  nor- 

Fig.  359.  mala  at  A  and  B,  and  let  Am{=  x) 

and  Bm(=y)  be  the  co-ordinates 
of  B  with  reference  to  the  tangent  and  normal  at  ^  as  axes. 
Then,  by  Maclaarin's  Theorem,  we  have 

s  denoting  the  arc  AB,  and  %,  (-^)  ,  ...,  the  values  of  \/f  and 
its  differential  coefficients  at  A,  ^ 

Now  y^Q  =  0,  and  -r-  =  -  ,  where  p  is  the  radius  of  curvature. 

uS         p 

*'      p"*"  1.2  d»       1.2.3    dt*    ■*■•••'  ^^' 


a  7  9-]      EQUILIBRIUM  OP  A  BODY  ON  A  FIXED  SUBFACB.       135 


X 


•••  > 


the  suffix  being  omitted,  it  being  understood  that  p  is  the  radius 
of  curvature  at  A. 
Again,  we  have 

yflXK  *2    /(Px\ 

,  (Px  Idy         -  ^y       \dx 

a<r  pds  ae^      p  ds 

But 

and  the  successive  differential  coefficients  are  calculated  with 
ease. 

"We  thus  obtain 


^  *^  **  dp 

jB»  =  aj  =  *  -  --^  +    -a/ 


I  •  ••  > 


(2) 


1  rfv 

279.]  Equilibrium  of  a  Heavy  Body  resting  on  a 
Bough  SurflBUse.  Let  AL  (Fig.  260)  be  a  fixed  rough  surface  on 
which  a  heavy  body,  AC^  rests,  under 
the  action  of  gravity,  at  a  single 
given  point  A ;  and  let  this  body 
receive  a  slight  displacement  of  roll- 
ing on  the  fixed  surface. 

We  propose  to  investigate  the 
nature  of  the  equilibrium.  The  figure 
represents  a  section  of  the  bodies 
made  by  the  vertical  plane  through 
their  common  normal,  AO^  in  which 
the  rolling  takes  place.  We  suppose 
the  normal  JO  to  be  vertical. 

Then,  since,  in  the  position  of 
equilibrium  the  body  AC  is  acted 
on  by  only  two  forces — namely,  its  own  weight  and  the  total 
resistance  of  the  fixed  surface — its  centre  of  gravity,  (?,  must  be 
vertically  over  the  point  of  contact. 

Let  the  point  A  of  the  rolling  body  come  to  A\  and  0  to  G\ 
the  new  point  of  contact  being  jS,  and  the  new  common  normal 
OCy.     Draw  the  vertical  line  -flT,  meeting  A'(/  in  V. 
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Then,  if  A!V  is  >A'&^  the  weight  of  the  body  acting  through 
6'  will  produce  a  rotation  round  B  which  will  send  the  body 
back  to  its  original  position  ;  while,  if -4' F  is  <  A!G\  the  rota- 
tion produced  by  the  weight  will  be  in  the  opposite  direction, 
and  the  body  will  deviate  still  further  from  its  original  position. 
For  stability,  therefore,        A'T>A!0\  ( 1 ) 

Let  p  and  p  be  the  radii  of  curvature  of  the  curves  AB  and 
AC  at  A^  and  let  \^  and  ^'  be  the  angles  AOB  and  A'(/B.  Then 
drawing  Bn  perpendicular  to  A'C/^  we  have 

A'F  ^  A'n  +  nV  ^  A'n  +  Bnooi  A'VB^ 

but  LA*TB  =  «/'  +  «/'';  therefore  the  condition  for  stability  is 

A'n  +  Bn  cot  (^  +  V'O  >  ^'^'» 
or,  denoting  A^ff  (or  AG)  by  i, 

Bn>(A--  A'n)  tan  (^  +  >/f').  (2) 

Now,  carrying  approximations  as  far  as  ^,  it  will  be  found 
from  equation  (1)  of  last  Article  that 


■^  6   (  rf»a 


s  being  the  common  length  of  the  arcs  AB  and  A'B. 

Substituting  this,  and  the  values  of  Bn  and  A'n  from  last 
Article,  in  (2),  the  condition  for  stability  is 


di    rfia 


'  ~  6p'a 


/a-      d—,\ 

>  (^-27  +  67«  w)  [(-p  +  7>-' 2  ^^  +  rf7^ 


<?«i     <?«i 


di  div 


or 


/fit-    flf-.\ 
6/2       \p^  p'^  ^   2    fiJ*     rf*' 


+<U+5^  +  2(i+7)'i-£'(^7)-(^) 
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Neglecting  all  powers  of  %,  the  first  condition  for  stability  is 

or  h<-^r  (4) 

If  ^  > -, ,  the  equilibrium  will  be  unstable. 

A  special  case  occurs  when  h  = -.  i  and  this  is  commonly 

called  the  '  neutral '  case,  or  the  equilibrium  is  said  to  be  neutral 
We  shall,  however,  call  this  the  critical  case. 

To  find  the  real  nature  of  the  equilibrium  in  this  case,  we 
revert  to  the  general  condition  (3),  and  neglect  all  powers  of  9 
beyond  the  first.     The  condition  for  stability  now  is 

0      — +        . 
ds     da 

Hence  when  h  =  — - — j  >  the  equilibrium  will  be  stable  or  un- 

P  +  P  ^ 

stable  according  as       ^1    ^}_ 

P       p'   , 
1 — *"  77"  ^  i^cgative  or  positive.  (5) 

The  bodies  are,  however,  frequently  in  contact  at  vertices^  or 
points  of  maximum  or  minimum  curvature,  and  then 

—  and  — 
ds  dff 

are  both  zero.     Hence  the  condition  (5)  £dls  to  determine  the 

nature   of  equilibrium.     Reverting  to  the  condition   (3)^    the 

terms  as  far  as  «^  destroying  each  other  on  both  sides,  we  see 

that  equilibrium  will  be  stable  if 

1        A)     P       f>      „A      U'[        1    ,1       1-v 

-67^>6l5?+^+2(-+-,)  (-27(-  +  -.)' 

or,  substituting  -,  for  h,  if 

P-^P 

d^  -    d^  -, 

_P      ^         (p  +  pO(p  +  2pO, 

ds^  ^  ds'^  ^  "■  p«/2  >  W 

and  in  the  contrary  case  the  equilibrium  will  be  unstable. 
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If  the  lower  surface  is  concave,  instead  of  convex,  to  the 
upper,  the  conditions  are  obtained  by  changing  the  sign  of  p. 
Thus,  the  equilibrium  will  be  stable  or  unstable,  according  as 

p— p 

and  in  the  critical  case,  the  equilibrium  will  be  stable  or  un- 
stable, according  as 

P 9 

'37     ds 

is  negative  or  positive ;  and  in  case  of  contact  at  vertices,  the 
condition  (6)  is  to  be  similarly  modified. 

If  the  body  rest  on  a  p/une  surface,  p  =  00,  and  the  differential 

coefficients  of  -  are  all  zero.     Hence  the  limiting  value  of  A  for 

H 

stability  is  p';  but  if  A  =  p',  the  equilibrium  will  be  stable  or 

unstable  according  as  ^  is  positive  or  negative ;    and  if  the 

point  of  contact  is  a  vertex,  equilibrium  will  be  stable  or  un- 
stable, according  as 

P 


is  negative  or  positive*. 


flu 


,'2 


*  Different  methods  of  arriving  at  the  conditions  for  stability  have  been 
pnblished  in  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  Pure  and  Applied  Mathematics  by 
Professor  Curtis  (voL  ix.,  p.  41),  and  Mr.  Roath  (vol.  xi.,  p.  loa).  The  kinetical 
method  of  treatment  adopted  by  the  latter  is  very  eihaosUve.  Tlie  method  in  the 
text  was  employed  independently  by  Professor  Wolstenholme  and  the  author. 

It  may  be  weU  to  caution  the  student  against  the  error  of  replacing  the  sections, 
AD  and  AC,  of  the  surfaces  in  contact  by  their  osculating  circles  at  A,  For,  if 
we  do  this,  tiie  condition  (5)  necessarily  disappears,  and  uie  application  of  (6)  is 
not  allowable,  since,  to  the  third  power  of  the  arc,  the  value  of  A'n  is  not  the 
same  for  the  circle  of  curvature  as  for  the  curve  AC,  as  at  once  appears  from  the 
expression  for  A'n  given  by  equation  (8)  of  last  Article.  The  nature  of  the 
equilibrium,  therefore,  as  determined  firom  the  osculating  circles  is  erroneous. 
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Examples. 

1 .  If  a  cone  of  the  same  substance  and  of  equal  base  with  a  hemi- 
sphere be  fixed  to  the  latter,  so  that  their  bases  coincide,  find  the 
greatest  height  of  the  cone  in  order  that  the  equilibrium  may  be 
stable,  when  the  hemisphere  rests  symmetrically  on  a  horizontal  plane. 
(Walton's  Mechanical  Problems,  p.  185.) 

Ans,  The  height  of  the  cone  must  be  <  r  ^/s,  r  being  the  radius 
of  the  hemisphere. 

2.  Prove  that  any  body  with  a  plane  base,  resting  on  a  fixed  rough 
spherical  surface,  will,  when  the  height  of  its  centre  of  gravity  has 
the  critical  value,  be  in  unstable  equilibrium. 

3.  A  heavy  body  whose,  section  in  the  plane  of  displacement  is  a 
catenary,  resting  on  a  rough  horizontal  plane,  has  its  centre  of  gravity 
at  the  critical  height ;  prove  that  the  equilibrium  is  really  stable. 

A 

(The  condition  (6)  reduces  in  this  case  to  j^  <  0  for  stability.) 

4.  A  heavy  body  in  the  shape  of  a  paraboloid  of  revolution,  placed 
on  a  rough  horizontal  plane,  has  its  centre  of  gravity  at  the  critical 
height ;  determine  this  height,  and  find  the  real  nature  of  the  equi- 
librium. 

Ans.  The  critical  height  =  the  radius  of  curvature  of  the  gene- 
rating parabola  at  the  vertex,  and  the  equilibrium  is  really  stable. 

5.  In  the  critical  case,  if  both  of  the  conditions  (5)  and  (6)  fail, 
prove  that  the  equilibrium  will  be  stable  or  unstable,  according  as 

d'-     (P—,  dX 

is  negative  or  positive,  the  surfaces  being  convex  towards  each  other. 

6.  A  uniform  heavy  bar,  AB,  moveable  in  a  vertical  plane  round 
a  fixed  smooth  axis  passing  through  A  has  a  string  attached  to  the 
end  B ;  this  string  passes  over  a  fixed  pulley  C  vertically  over  A. 
Find  the  positions  of  equilibrium,  and  determine  whether  they  are 
stable  or  unstable. 

Ans,  Let  W  =  weight  of  bar,  2  a  its  length,  P  =  suspended 
weight,  AC  =  h,  0  =z  /.CAB,  Then  the  positions  of  equilibrium  are 
given  by  the  equations 

^  =  0,     cos^==-  +  (-— .=7^)-,     and    e  =  ir. 

h      4     W^'a 

2  A  W 

The  first  will  be  stable  if  ^ — -—  >  -=r-,  and  then  the  second  (when  it 

h-2a      P  ^ 

exists)  will  necessarily  be  unstable  and  the  third  stable.    If  the  second 
does  not  exist,  the  third  will  be  opposite  in  nature  to  the  first. 
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[To  find  the  condition  for  stability  in  this  problem,  we  may  either 
take  any  position  of  the  bar  and  calculate  the  moment  of  force  tending 
to  turn  it  round  A,  or  find  the  positions  of  the  system  for  which  the 
common  centre  of  gravity  of  the  bar  and  weight  is  highest  or 
lowest.  Employing  the  first  method,  if  if  =  the  restoring  moment, 
and  (f)  =  lACB, 

M  =z  PhBiii<t>-'Wasme,  (1) 

Also  ABin0  =  2asin(d+<^)-  (2) 

Now  if  =  0  in  a  position  of  equilibrium ;  and  if  -j-^  is  positive,  a 

ad 

slight  increase  of  0  will  call  into  play  a  moment  tending  to  restore 

equilibrium. 

In  the  position  d  =  0,  we  have  from  (2) 

d(l>  ^    2a 
de~'h-'2a' 

and  from  (1)  ^=  PA^-  Wa. 

Therefore,  &c.] 

7.  If  the  Equilibrium  in  the  first  position  is  critical,  find  its  real 
nature. 

Ana,  It  is  really  unstable. 
[In  the  position  ^  =  0,  it  will  be  found  from  (2)  that  ;%-?=  ^» 
<£^<^_     2aA(A  +  2fl)_     d^^  _         d^__ 

8.  Determine  whether  the  equilibrium  of  the  beam  in  example  12, 
p.  1 38,  Vol.  I,  is  stable  or  unstable. 

Ans.  Unstable.     [Either  by  taking  the  restoring  moment  about 
Of  or  by  the  maximum  or  minimum  value  of  the  static  energy. 

If  we  imagine  the  position  in  which  the  beam  lies  horizontal  as  the 
reference  position,  the  acting  forces,  W  and  P,  could  do  an  amount 
of  work  equal  to 

WaBine^P{a-\-b-{a-\-h)coBe\ 

in  reaching  this  position  by  a  slipping  of  the  ends  of  the  beam  along 
the  planes.  This  is  therefore  the  value  of  IT,  the  static  energy — in 
which,  if  we  please,  we  may  discard  the  constant  term  F(a-{-b), 
Therefore,  &c.] 

9.  Four  bars,  AB,  BC,  CD,  DA  (p.  177,  Vol.  I),  forming  a  plane 
quadrilateral,  and  freely  jointed  at  the  vertices,  are  kept  in  equi- 
librium by  an  elastic  string  sti-etched  between  the  middle  points  of 
BC  and  DA,  and  an  elastic  strut  compressed  between  the  middle 
points  of  AB  and  CD,  the  string  and  the  strut  both  following  Hooke's 
Law.  Show  that  there  are  always  two,  and  there  may  be  four,  con- 
figurations of  equilibrium. 
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280.]  Gtoneral  Properties  of  Static  Energy  [Potential  Work]. 
K  the  generalised  co-ordinates  which  determine  the  configmation 
of  the  system  are  ^i ,  ^2'  •  *  • »  ?&»  ^^  shall  have 

If  the  configaration  is  one  of  equilibrium,  and  if  we  imagine 
any  small  displacement-s  of  the  system  for  which  ^,  becomes 
^^  +  ^1,  &c.,  the  value  of  n  in  the  new  configuration  will  be 

where  I  is  the  value  of  IT  in  the  equilibrium  position.     This 

follows  by  Taylor  8  Theorem,   observing  that    Q^    ^2*  •••  >   ^^ 

dP    dP 

T~>  -r-  »•••  all  vanish  since  the  configuration  (^j,  ^2) •••?&)  ^ 

one  of  equilibrium. 

It  will  be  convenient  to  denote  the  coefiicients  of  h^^  h^^ ... 
inside  the  bracket  above  by  the  notation  (1, 1),  (2,  2),  ...  ^  and 
those  of  ^1^2,  ^2^3»"-  '^y  2(1,2),  2(2,3),...,  while  denoting 
the  whole  function  inside  the  brackets  by  2  J? ;  so  that  in  the 
new  configuration  we  have 

n  =  P+J?,  (2) 

where 

2if=(l,l)V+(2,2)V  +  (3,3)V+... 

+  2(1,2)^1^2  +  2(1,3)^3  +  ... +  2  (2,  3)^3^3+...,     (3) 

a  homogeneous  quadratic  function  of  the  increments  of  the 
generalised  co-ordinates. 

Since  in  a  configuration  of  stable  equilibrium  the  Static 
Energy  of  the  system  is  a  minimum,  it  follows  that  in  tie 
neighbourhood  of  such  a  configuration  H  w  positive^  whatever  may 
be  the  values  of  the  dieplacetnents  A„  h^. 

In  any  other  possible  displacement  of  the  83rstem  let  ^/,  h^,... 
be  the  small  increments  of  ^j ,  ^2  >  •  •  • '  ^^^^>  if  Qr  ^  ^^^  work 
coefiScient  corresponding  to  h^  in  the  first  displacement,  and  Q/ 
the  work  coefficient  corresponding  to  h/  in  the  second,  it  is 
obvious  that 

dQr  _  dQ. 

dh,  ~  dh^ '  ^  ' 

and     S  Q,  V=  S  Q/ii,.  (S) 

Again,  if  we  take  a  displacement  in  which  the  increments  of 

J,,  jj, ...  are  ^i  +  V»  ^j  +  V"-  *^®  yfoA.  coefficients  in  this 
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displacement — which  is  a  superposition  of  the  two  former  dis- 
placements— are  the  sums,   Qi  +  Qi,   Q2+C2^*«-   ^^  those  be- 
longing to  the  two  constituent  displacements. 
This  is  obvious  since 

(2i=  (1,1)^1 +(1,2)^,+  . ..+(1,*)^,, 
(2/=(l,l)V  +  (l,2)/5/+...+(l,>l)^;, 

the  work  coefficients  being  (for  small  displacements  from  a 
position  of  equilibrium)  linear  functions  of  the  displacements, 
with  constant  coefficients. 

Similarly  A^ — A/,  &c.,  will  give  rise  to  Qj—  Q/,  &c. 

Also  H,^,>=ff,  +  H,,±2QX',  (6) 

where  Hj^  +  ^/  denotes  the  increment  of  the  Static  Energy  of  the 

system  when  the  two  displacements  {i^,  ^2>  •••)  ^^^  {^i>  ^/y*) 
are  superposed  by  addition  or  by  subtraction,  Hj^  and  IIj^'  being 
the  increments  of  Static  Energy  corresponding  to  them  separately. 
This  is  at  once  obvious  since  to  get  Ilj^tj^'  we  write  h^±h^^ ... 
for  ^, , ...  in  (3) ;  and  (6)  is  merely  the  expression  of  the  result  by 
Taylor  s  Theorem. 

The  properties  just  given  are  mere  analytical  properties  of 
a  homogeneous  quadratic  function.  We  now  proceed  to  prove 
a  general  physical  property  which  belongs  to  any  configuration 
of  stable  equilibrium. 

281.]  General  Property  of  Stable  Configurations.  If  any 
material  system  is^  under  the  influence  of  external  forces  and  its 
own  internal  forces^  in  a  configuration  of  stable  equilibrium,  and 
if  a  new  set  of  external  forces  be  applied,  each  acting  with  a  given 
magnitude  and  lifie  of  action,  so  that  the  system  assumes  a  new 
configuration  of  equilibrium  slightly  differing  from  the  former  one, 
the  newly  applied  forces  will,  when  the  new  configuration  is  reached, 
have  done  more  work  if,  when  they  were  about  to  be  applied,  no 
degree  of  freedom  was  taken  away  from  the  system  than  they  would 
have  done  if  its  freedom  was  in  any  way  reduced;  and,  moreover, 
the  Potential  Work  of  the  original  forces  of  the  system  is  greater 
in  the  former  than  in  the  latter  case. 

Let  the  system  have  originally  k  degrees  of  freedom,  so  that 
its  configuration  is  determined  by  the  generalised  co-ordinates 
?i>  ?2>"*>  ?*•  ^®^  ^^®  newly  applied  external  forces  have  for 
components  (X^,  Yi,Z^),  &c.,  acting  at  given  points  {xi,yi,  z^), 
&c.  in  the  system ;  and  let  h^,  h2,,.,hf.he  the  increments  of  the 
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co-ordinates  produced  by  the  new  forces  at  any  instant  during 
the  passage  of  the  system  from  its  original  (stable)  to  its  new 
configuration  of  equilibrium. 

•  Then  in  all  cases — i.e.  whether  the  ^s  remain  perfectly  in- 
dependent or  not  during  the  application  of  the  new  forces — if 
(a?! ,  y^,  z^  are  the  co-ordinates  of  the  point  of  application  of  the 
force  (Xj ,  1\ ,  Z^  at  any  instant  during  the  passage  to  the  new 
configuration  of  equilibrium,  we  have 

fl?j  =  <^i(^i,*2>---)»yi  =  ^i(*i>^2>-)>  h  =  Xi(^i>  *2>--)5 
where  the  forms  of  the  functions  (f>|,  x/f^,  Xi  ^^  given. 

Any  interference  with  the  freedom  of  the  system  does  not 
alter  the  forms  of  these  functions;  it  merely  causes  the  A's  to  be 
no  longer  all  independent. 

Moreover,  since  the  A*s  are  all  very  small  quantities,  ^i,... 
are  linear  functions,  so  that 

in  which  the  coefficients  are  all  given  constants  depending  on 
the  geometry  of  the  given  system  in  its  original  (stable)  con- 
figuration. 

Now  in  any  configuration  intermediate  to  the  original  and 
the  new  one  of  equilibrium  the  work  done  by  the  newly  applied 
forces  in  a  further  small  displacement  is 

or    A^dh^  +  A^dh^-^-.^.+Aj^dhj^,  (l) 

where  ^j,  -4^,...  are  all  given  constants. 

At  the  same  time,  the  element  of  work  done  by  the  forces 
of  the  given  system  is  —  rflT,  i.  e. 

-[(l,l)>ii  +  (l,2)^,+  ...]rf^i 

-[(l,2)^i  +  (2,2)i2+..-]^^2--.;    (2) 

and  since  the  configuration  of  equilibrium  is  defined  by  the 
vanishing  of  the  total  work  done  in  any  elementary  displace- 
ment (Art.  268),  the  new  configuration  is  defined  by  equating 
to  zero  the  sum  of  (1)  and  (2). 

Forming  this  sum,  we  should,  if  the  h^s  were  all  independent, 
equate  to  zero  separately  the  coefiScients  oi  dh^^  dh^y,.,\  but 
if  new  hampering  conditions  are  introduced,  we  cannot  do  this. 

Suppose  that,  just  as  the  newly  applied  external  forces  are 
about  to  act,  a  single  hampering  condition  is  introduced.     This 
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(since  the  A's  are  all  very  small)  will  be  expressed  by  an  equation 
of  the  form  .  z      v  z    .        .  .   z        . 

where  A^,  X^, ...  are  all  assigned. 

Following  then  the  method  of  Lagrange  (Art.  269),  we  take 
the  differential  of  (3),  multiply  the  result  by  an  undetermined 
multipler,  6^  add  it  to  the  sum  of  (1)  and  (2),  and  then,  treating 
dh^y  ^^2>**'  ^  independent,  equate  to  zero  their  separate  coeffi- 
cients.    Thus  we  have 

(1,  l)Ai  +  (l,2)^2+-  +  (l,^)**=^i  +  ^^,  («i) 

(l,2)Ai  +  (2,2)A2  +  ...  +  (2,^)A4  =  ^2  +  ^^2,  («2) 


(l,*)^l  +  (2,*)A2+...+(*,*)*i     =:Jj+^A^,  {dj) 

Ai^i  +  A2A2+  — +^*^*  =0.  (/) 

From  these  ^+1   equations  we  eliminate   the  k   quantities 
Aj, ...  A^,  and  obtain  the  value  of  0, 
Now  let  A  denote  the  determinant 

(1,1),  (l,2),...(l,it) 
(1,2),  (2,2),...  (2,*) 


(1,A),   (2,*),...  (*,*) 

let  its  minors  be  denoted  by  [1,  l],  [l,  2], ...  [2,  2], ...,  and  let 

2<^^  =  [l,l]A"  +  [2,2]^2'+-..['^,*]^*' 

+  2[l,2]^i^2+2[l,3]^i^3+...,     (4) 

while  2<^x  denotes  the  function  at  the  right-hand  side  when 
Aj,  A2, ...  are  substituted  for  A^^  A.^^ .... 

Then,  solving  the  first  k  equations  for  ^1,  Ag,  ...  A^,  we  have 


A.^i  = 


A.A2  = 


dA, 


•¥0 


d\^  ' 


^<I>A    .    a^4> 


dA, 


+  0 


dK^' 


(*2) 


and  substituting  these  values  in  (/),  we  have 

2^ 


4<i>K 


0  = 


d\ 


24>x 


(5) 


Now  the  increase,  -S",  of  the  Static  Energy  of  the  system 
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beings  given  by  the  expression  (3)  of  last  Article,  this  quantity 
is  obtained  by  multiplying  (a^),  (a^), ...  by  A^,  A^, ...  and  adding ; 
so  that  in  virtue  of  (/),  we  have 

which  shows  that  in  reaching  the  new  configuration  of  equi- 
librium, the  work  done  by  the  newly  applied  forces  is  double 
the  gain  of  Potential  Work  of  the  forces  of  the  system. 

[Note — This  is  not  a  contradiction  of  the  Principle  of  Work  and 
Energy  in  Kinetics;  for  in  this  statical  problem  we  suppose  the 
system  to  be,  by  any  proper  means,  gradually  guided  to  its  new 
configuration,  during  the  action  of  the  newly  applied  forces.  If 
this  is  not  done,  the  system  would  rush  through  the  new  con- 
figuration.] 

Substituting  in  (6)  the  values  just  found  for  ^,  ^|,  Aj^, ...,  we 

or,  by  (5),  A.jy=  <6^-I i^ii- .  (c) 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  if  the  X's  are  all  zero,  i.e.  if  no 
hampering  condition  is  introduced,   the  second   term   on  the 

right-hand  side  of  this  equation  assumes  the  form  --  •      But  re- 
verting to  equations  (a|),..,,we  are  no  longer  in  this  case  to 
make  use  of  (/),  and  the  values  of  ^i,  A^, ...  are  those  given  by 
(ii), . . .  when  the  terms  in  B  are  rejected. 
And  in  this  case  we  have  simply 

Now  (Williamson's  Differential  CalculvSy  Note  2)  the  de- 
terminant A  is  positive,  since  in  the  configuration  of  stable 
equilibrium  FI  is  an  absolute  minimum.  Also,  by  last  Article, 
for  any  displacements  whatever,  H  is  positive ;  therefore  (f>A  is 
positive ;  and  this  is  true  whatever  be  the  values  of  ^2>  -^2'  *** ' 
so  that  0A  is  also  positive ;  therefore  the  right-hand  side  of  (c) 

is  a  maximum  when  2J[^rr  =  0,  i.e.  when 

VOL.  II.  L 
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Bat  if  the  X's  satisfy  this  equation,  the  value  of  d  is  zero,  and 
the  values  of  the  displacements,  ^i , . . .  obtained  from  the  equa- 
tions (ij), ...  are  what  they  would  be  if  no  restriction  were  im- 
posed ;  so  that  an  equation  of  the  form  (3)  in  which  the  X's  are 
any  system  satisfying  (e)  is  not  a  restricting  equation  at  all,  but 
one  which  is  satisfied  by  the  unrestricted  displacements  of  the 
system. 

Consequently  the  imposition  of  any  relation  of  the  form  (3) 
in  which  the  multipliers  Aj^ ...  are  not  consistent  with  the  un- 
restricted displacements  of  the  system  involves  a  diminution  of 
the  Potential  Work  of  its  forces  in  the  new  configuration  of 
equilibrium. 


Example. 

As  a  simple  illustration  of  this  theorem,  take  the  case  of  a  rod, 
AB^  lying  in  a  smooth  horizontal  plane,  its  extremities,  A  and  B^ 
being  each  attached  to  an  elastic  string  in  a  state  of  tension,  these 
strings,  OA  and  (/B^  being  attached  to  two  fixed  points,  0  and  (/, 
in  the  horizontal  plane,  and  their  lengths  being  equal 

The  position  of  stable  equilibrium  is  that  in  which  the  points 
Of  Ay  Bf  (/  are  (in  this  order  of  succession)  in  one  right  line.  The 
rod  being  in  this  position,  suppose  that  at  a  given  point,  Jf,  on  it 
a  small  force  P  is  applied  perpendicularly  to  AB,  so  that  the  rod  is 
displaced. 

Now  any  position  of  the  rod  may  be  defined  by  three  co-ordinates, 
viz.  those  determining  the  position  of  the  end  A  and  the  angle  d, 
through  which  the  rod  has  turned.  Taking  A  as  origin,  and  ^i^  as 
axis  of  X,  and  supposing  A^B'  to  he  any  displaced  position  of  the  rod, 
let  the  co-ordinates  of  ^1^  be  {x,  y).  Thus  the  generalised  co-ordinates 
are  a;,  y,  0. 

Let  OA  =  O^B  =  c;  AB  =1  2a;  5  =  natural  length  of  each  string. 
Then  we  easily  find  0-4'  =  c+a:  -I-  — ,  and 

a  C 

2c 

Again,  the  tension  of  an  elastic  string,  given  by  Hooke's  Law,  being 
/i(2~5),  if  it  is  stretched  from  a  length  c  to  a  length  I  the  potential 
work  of  its  tension  is  ^/x(2— c)(/  +  c— 25).  Hence  the  sum  of  the 
potential  works  of  the  tensions  of  OA^  and  (/Bf  is 

ft^L3j»'+y'  +  a(2afc)^«  +  2a^yJ.  (7) 
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This,  then,  is  H^  the  gain  of  potential  work  of  the  forces  of  the  system 
due  to  displacement.     Hence  (1,  1)  =  2fi,  &c. 

We  have  now  to  determine  A^^  A^,  and  A^  from  the  expression 

A^dx-^A^dy+A^dO  (8) 

for  the  elementary  work  of  the  disturbing  force. 

IS  AM=ipy  the  ordinate  of  the  point  if  in  the  displaced  position 
is  ^+1>^)  aiid  the  elementary  work  of  P  is 

P{dy+pde), 

showing  that  A^  =  0,  A^  =  F,  A^  =  Pp.  (9) 

Assuming  any  restricting  condition, 

the  equations  (oj)...,  which  are 

^  =  V;    f  =  i'+A.y;    f =Pl>+M.  (11) 

give  for  the  dieplacements 

2nx  =  K(,  (12) 

^l^~{y+«6)  =  P+K(,  (13) 

c 

c_5  

2  ft ^(ay+a.2a+c^)  =  P|)+A3f,  (14) 

c 

in  which  we  have  used  ^  as  the  undetermined  multiplier  instead  of 
the  0  of  equations  (o^)... . 

If  no  hampering  condition  is  introduced,  we  have 

"     '     ^"27^^^^        M^^*  2fi  a(a  +  c)(c-6)' 

which  obviously  verify  in  the  simple  case  in  which  p  ==  a,  or  the  rod 
is  pulled  at  its  middle  point. 

Of  course  these  values  can  be  at  once  obtained  by  the  elements 
of  Statics. 

The  potential  work  of  the  tensions  in  the  new  position  of  equi- 
librium is  iF(2/+pe),i.e. 

4T(^)t^+^)l'  <") 

which,  of  course,  is  also  given  by  {d)y  since 

2fi,     0       ,0 
A  =  0  ,     2ftr  ,     2fxra 

0  ,     2/Ara,     2fira(2a+c) 

in  which,  for  ahortneas.  we  have  used  rforri 

c 

L  2 


X 
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With  the  restriction  (10),  the  potential  work  of  the  tensions  in  the 
new  positions  of  equilibrium  will  be  less  than  (15)  by  the  term 

4fira(a  +  c)Va(a  +  c)Ai*  +  a(2a  +  c)A,*  + A,'— 20X2X3' 

In  particular,  if  the  rod  be  prevented  from  rotating,  while  the 
X  and    y  displacements  remain    and   are    independent,    we    hay.e 

A.  =r  A,  =  0,  and  the  potential  work  of  the  tensions  is  - — z rr-« 

4/x(c— 6) 

Such  displacement  may  be  produced  by  fixing  two  pins  at  the  ends 
A  and  B,  and  constraining  these  pins  to  travel  along  a  smooth  groove 
which  can  itself  move  freely  perpendicular  to  AB, 

If  instead  of  one  restricting  condition  (3)  among  the  dis- 
placements we  have  two  or  more  of  the  same  form,  the  calcu- 
Uktion  proceeds  as  before.  Thus,  in  addition  to  (3),  let  there 
be  another  equation, 

Mi^i  +  M2^2+*«*  +  f**^    =0.  (16) 

Then  we  must  multiply  the  differential  of  this  by  an  undeter- 
mined multiplier,  ^,  and  add  it  to  the  sum  of  (l)  and  (2),  exactly 
as  before.     Equations  (^i)...  will  then  be  replaced  by 

(l,l)^i  +  (l,2)*2  +  ...  +  (l,*)Aj  =  J[i  +  ^Ai+^Mi,       (17) 


and^  exactly  as  before,  solving  the  first  k  of  these  (ot  A^,  ^2>  *•• 


Substituting  these  values  of  A^, ...  in  (3)  and  (16),  we  have 

2...^.  +  a'SX^=-2X^.  (19) 

e.:,/l^^2er.^,  =  -2/-^.  (20) 

The  coefficient  of  ^  in  the  first  is  obviously  the  same  as  that 
of  ^  in  the  second.  Denoting  it  by  (A,  /m),  and  similarly  denoting 
the  right  hand  sides  by  —(A, -4)  and  —  (pt,-4),  respectively,  we 

^''^\  ff^d>      »A(f^,^r  +  MK Af^jX, m) (a, A) {^,A) 

^"^  4*c^^-(A,m)'  ^^  ^ 

which  gives  the  amount  by  which  the  Potential  Work  of  the 
forces  of  the  system  is  diminished  by  two  restrictions. 
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There  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  diminution  due  to  any 
number  of  restrictions.  In  every  case  we  solve  the  first  k  equa- 
tions of  the  type  (17)  for  h^y  ^2»'«*  )  ^^<^^  substituting  these 
values  in  the  restricting  equations  (3),  (16), ...,  we  obtain  the 
values  of  the  undetermined  multiplieis  from  equations  of  the 
type  (19),  (20) ;  and  finally  the  value  of  U  by  multiplying 
(18),..,  by  -^1,  -^2, ...  and  adding. 

It  is  obvious  that  when  the  number  of  restrictions  is  equal 
to  the  number  [k)  of  degrees  of  freedom  of  the  given  system, 
the  value  of  H  must  vanish. 

Thus  if  the  system  has  two  degrees  of  freedom,  and  there 
are  two  restrictions  imposed,  the  right  hand  side  of  (/)  must 
vanish  identically. 

Reverting  to  the  example  just  discussed,  we  can  easily  find 
by  direct  elementary  calculation  that  if  the  end  A  is  fixed,  so 
that  the  rod  can  only  revolve  round  it,  the  potential  work  of 
the  tension  is  .^   o 

4fia(c— J)(2a  +  c)  ' 

and  this  value  can  be  obtained  from  the  general  expression  (/) 
by  taking  A3  =  /UI3  ^  0 ;  for  then  the  restricting  equations  are 
XiiP  + Ag^  =  0  ;  fAi^P  +  f^y  =  ^  5  which  require  a?  =  y  =  0,  i.e. 
the  end  A  fixed. 

The  Potential  Work  lost  by  restricting  conditions  may  be 
exhibited  in  another  form. 

Let  ^1,  h.^,,..  be  the  displacements  produced  by  the  given 
disturbing  forces  when  no  restrictions  ai*e  introduced.  Then, 
with  the  previous  notation,  the  displacements  are  determined 
from  equations  (^x)«**  ^^^^  the  terms  in  6  absent;  i.e.  from 
the  equations      dH       ,        dH       ,      ^  ,^,. 

When  restrictions  are  introduced,  the  disturbing  forces  all 

remaining  the  same,  and  therefore  the  work-coefficients  A^yA^^,.. 

remaining  the  same,  the  displacements  are  determined  from  the 

equations  ^^/  ^  ^     ^ 

^  ?^^A^  +  e\,-\-ery^^...  (22) 

^;=J[,  +  dA,  +  ^M2+...  (23) 
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Multiplying  these  by  A/,  h^y...  and  adding,  the  terms  in 
^,  ^,...  disappear  in  virtue  of  the  restricting  equations  (3),  (16), 

dR 
&c.    Hence  putting  -jr  for  -i^,  &c.,  we  have 

But  by  last  Article  the  right-hand  side  =  ^{-jp  •  ^)  ;    hence 

2.g'(A-4')  =  0.  (25) 

Now  (24)  can  be  written 

25'=2(faO 

=  _2.§(^-A')  +  2^ 
.-.      2(^-2r')  =  2.^{A-A0 

=  2F,_»,  (26) 

by  last  Article ;  that  is,  the  Potential  Work  lost  by  restriction 
is  that  obtained  by  substituting  the  diflPerences  ^i— V,  h^^h(... 
of  the  displacements  in  the  general  value  of  H  given  in  (3) 
of  last  Article. 
This  result  may  also  be  obtained  by  showing  that  the  term 

^^  in  equation  (c),  p.  145,  which  is  the  loss  of  work,  results 
from  substituting  the  differences,  -  -^,  •••  of  the  displacements 

in  the  general  value  of  H.    We  thus  get  a  number  of  algebraic 
identities. 

A  particular  case  of  the  application  of  this  result  is  (see 
Watson  and  Burbury's  Generalised  Co-ordinates^  p.  52)  that  if 
the  stifihess  in  any  part  or  parts  of  a  material  system  is  dimin- 
ished, the  geometrical  connections  remaining  unchanged,  the 
Potential  Work  of  its  forces,  internal  and  external,  due  to  a 
change  of  configuration  produced  by  given  disturbing  forces 
will  be  increased. 
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Fig.  961. 


282.]  Equations  of  Condition  of  Continaoas  Systems.  If 
the  system  of  particles  whose  equilibrium  is  under  consideration 
is  continuous — as,  for  instance,  an  inextensible  string,  an  inex- 
tensible  membrane,  or  a  rigid  solid — the  equations  of  condition 
will  express  the  invariability  of  an  infinitesimal  element,  such 
as  the  distance  between  two  indefinitely  close  points. 

Take,  for  example,  the  case  of  an  inextensible  string  of  which 
PQ  (Fig.  261)  is  an  elementary  length,  equal  to  ds.  The  equa- 
tions 2/^  =  0,  J/j  =  0, ...  which  ex- 
press the  invariable  connections  of 
the  particles  of  the  system,  will  be 
dsi  =  constant,  d^^  ==  constant,  •••, 
where  d^^,  ds^^ ...  are  the  distances 
between  successive  points  on  the 
curve ;  and  the  typical  term  \hL 
which  enters  into  the  equation  of 
Virtual  Work  will  be  the  typical  term  \hd%. 

Let  us  enquire  more  particularly  into  the  meaning  of  the  ex- 
pression hds.  If  we  contemplate  any  small  displacement  what- 
ever«  of  the  string,  such  that  the  element  PQ  comes  into  the 
position  P'Q',  the  new  length  P'Q'  being  either  greater  or  less 
than  PQ,  the  meaning  of  the  expression  hd^ha  P^Q^-^PQ ;  and 
the  condition  that  no  change  of  length  of  the  element  takes 
place  in  the  displacement  is 

bds  =  0. 

Now  (Xf  y^  z)  being  the  co-ordinates  of  P,  we  imagine  these  to 
receive,  respectively,  increments  ia?,  hy^hz\  i.e.  the  co-ordinates 
of  P'  are  (a?  +  5a?,  y-^-by,  z  +  bz) ;  while  those  of  Q  are 

{x  +  dx,  y  +  dy,  z  +  dz). 

The  co-ordinates,  therefore,  of  Q'  (to  which  Q  is  imagined  to 
be  displaced)  are  represented  by 

x  +  dx-\'b{x-{-dx);  y  +  dy'{'b{y  +  dy);  z  +  dz  +  b{zi-dz). 
The  excesses  of  the  co-ordinates  of  Q'  over  those  of  P'  are 
therefore         ^x  +  b  {dx) ;  dy  +  b  (dy) ;  dz  +  b  (dz)  ; 
and  the  length  of  P'Q'  being  PQ  +  b{di),  or  <&  +  6rf*,  we  have 
{ds  +  bdsf  =  {bx  +  bdxf  +  {dy  +  bdyf  +  {dz  +  bdzf ; 

fdxbdx     dybdy      d  bdz\  .  ,  v 

neglecting  infinitesimals  of  the  fourth  order,  such  as  {bd4i)\  &e. 
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Bat  the  increments  d  and  5  being  completely  independent 
and  essentially  distinguished  as  above  explained,  it  is  easy  to 
see  that  the  order  in  which  the  doable  operation  db  is  performed 
on  any  function  is  indifferent ;  i.e.  d{bF)  is  precisely  the  same 
as  b(dF),  where  V  is  any  junction.  In  £aet  an  inspection  of 
the  figure  (Fig.  261)  at  once  shows  that  b{dx)  =  d(bx),  the  line 
Ox  being  the  axis  of  x.  For,  let  the  abscissse  of  P  and  Q  be 
Or  and  On,  those  of  P'  and  Q'  being  0/  and  On\  measured 
along  Ox. 

Then  if  a?  is  the  co-ordinate  of  P,  dx  =  rn,  and  bx  =  r/. 

Also  b(dx)  =  value  o{  dx  in  the  new  position— value  of  dx  in 
old  position  =  /nf—rn;  and  d(bx)  =  value  of  8a?  for  Q  — value 
of  bx  for  P  =  nn^r/.    But  obviously 

therefore  b(dx)  =  d{bx). 

In  virtue,  then,  of  this  commutative  property  of  d  and  8,  (a) 
may  be  written 

_  /^a?  rf8a?      rfy  rf8y      dz  dbz\,  .  . 

""  W*    ds        ds    ds        ds    ds  ^     '  ^^ 

283.]  Variation  of  any  Function.  Particular  Cases.  Since 
a  variation  of  any  function  of  the  co-ordinates  of  a  point  consists 
in  making  infinitesimal  increments  to  the  several  co-ordinates, 
it  is  clear  that  all  the  resulting  changes  are  subject  to  the 
ordinary  rules  of  the  Differential  Calculus.  To  fix  ideas  by 
means  of  an  elementary  example,  suppose  that  we  have  a  series 
of  points  lying  on  a  circle  whose  equation  is 

x^+f^a^z=z  0. 

If  now  we  imagine  each  point  (x,  y)  on  the  circle  displaced  to 
an  infinitely  near  position  which  is  defined  by  adding  to  the 

abscissa  a  quantity  equal  to  e  .y  sin  t*  &nd  to  the  ordinate  a 
quantity  e  .  a?  sin  - ,  where  e  is  an  infinitely  small  quantity,  we 

shall  obtain  a  new  curve  differing  infinitely  little  in  position 
and  shape  firom  the  original.  In  this  particular  case  the  in- 
crements which  we  have  denoted  by  8  a?  and  by  are  given  by 

X  11 

the  equations  bx  =  e .y sin-y,  by  =  e.iPsin-;  and  so  in  general, 

whatever  be  the  laws  according  to  which  the  variations  are 
made. 
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It  is  obvious,  then,  that  if  u  and  v  are  any  two  functions  of 
the  co-ordinates  of  a  point, 

0—  = s • 

So,  again,  if  F  is  any  function  of  x,  we  have 

any  arbitrary  change,  bx,  being  made  in  x ;  and  in  passing  to 
an  adjacent  point  on  a  given  curve  or  sur&ce, 

d^F  dV 

Also  in  an  integration  along  a  curve  or  sur&ce,  since  this 
integration  consists  merely  in  a  summation  with  respect  to  all 
the  points  on  the  curve  or  surface,  we  have 

b/Fdx=/b{rdx). 

If,  in  particular,  an  integration,  fVds^  is  performed  along  a 
curve,  and  all  the  points  of  the  curve  receive  displacements 
such  that  the  distance,  d%^  between  two  consecutive  points 
remains  unaltered,  we  shall  have 

and  the  same  equation  holds,  in  like  case,  if  the  integration  is 
performed  over  a  surface  or  throughout  a  solid  if  for  rf*  we  put 
the  element  of  superficial  area  or  the  element  of  volume. 
In  this  case  also 

dx  ^dhx         d^x  ^d^hx  ^       d^x  ^d^hx 


Example. 

Every  element  of  mass  of  a  solid  is  multiplied  by  the  product  of 
two  of  its  co-ordinates,  xy^  and  the  sum  of  all  such  products  ("  pro- 
duct of  inertia  ")  taken.  If  the  body  receives  a  small  displacement 
of  rotation  round  the  axis  of  z^  find  the  variation  of  this  sum. 

Let  dm  be  the  element  of  mass  at  the  point  a;,  yyZ\  then  the 
sum  =  /xydm.  Now  h/xydm  =  /h (xy)  .  dm  =  J*{xhy  •\-ybx)  dm. 
But  if  the  angle  of  rotation  is  hO,  we  have  hx  =z  ^yhO,  hy^=-xhB. 
Hence  the  variation  of  the  sum  is 

^x/{^-y')dm. 
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To  determine  the  variation  of  the  angle  between  two  consecutive 
tangents  to  any  curve. 

Let  the  tangents  be  at  points,  P,  Q,  separated  by  an  arc  of 
length  ds^  and  let  ^^  be  the  angle  between  them.     Then 

rf^  =  ^,  (1) 

P 

where  p  is  the  radias  of  absolute  curvature  of  the  curve.  Now 
hdOhs  what  we  have  to  find ;  and  we  shall  suppose  for  generality 
that  in  the  displacements  of  P  and  Q  the  length  ds  is  altered. 
We  have  then 

hde  =  -  5rf* J  dshp.  (2) 

•••  --.8P -^ 

Hence 

»j/i        fd^asdHx     d'yd'iy     d^zd'iz.^      1.^        ,., 
^^^  =  f'(d^^?-  +  ^^  +  d^^)^'--p^^      (») 

__  p      Idwdbx       Idydhy      Idzdhz 
^      p  ds  ds        pds  ds       pds  ds 

^    d^xdHx       d^yd^y       d^zdHz^^  ,, 

To  find  the  variation  of  the  angle  between  two  consecutive  oscu- 
lating  planes  of  any  tortuous  curve. 

[A.  tortuous  curvCy  called  also  a  *  curve  of  double  curvature,* 
is  one  whose  osculating  plane  varies  from  point  to  point.] 

If  /,  m^  n  are  the  direction-cosines  of  the  binormal,  i.  e.  the 
perpendicular  to  the  osculating  plane,  at  any  point  of  the  curve, 
we  have  ,    .«        _    „ 

'^^didt*     dtd^^'      '      ' 

and  if  ^^  is  the  angle  between  two  consecutive  osculating  planes, 
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since  the  tangent  line  to  the  curve  is  perpendicular  to  two  con- 

, .     - .  ,  ,        dx      mdn — ndfn       -t 

secnnve  binormals,  we  have  -7-  = , •     Hence 

04  d<p 

and  we  shall  find  that 

•  j^       r  J  dbx     T,  dhv     ^  dhz      .  d^bx     -n  d^lw 

where  A^^  &c.,  are  certain  Amotions  of  the  differential  coefficients 
dx    „ 

-r->   &C. 

d% 

For  any  arbitrary  displacement  of  a  surface^  r  =  ^  (a?,  y\  to  find 

dz  dz 

the  variations  of  the  partial  differential  coefficients  -3-  and  -r-  • 

The  arbitrary  changes  inx^yyZ  which  we  have  hitherto  denoted 
by  bXj  by,  hz  we  shall  now  find  it  convenient  to  denote  by 
»,  t7,  Wy  respectively. 

Let  P  be  any  point  (a?,  y,  z)  on  a  given  surface— which  sur- 
&ce  we  may,  to  fix  ideas,  imagine  to  be  a  thin  sheet  of  india- 
rubber — whose  points  may  receive,  or  be  imagined  to  receive, 
any  small  displacements  whatever.  If  these  displacements  are 
completely  unhampered,  any  small  element  of  area  described 
round  P  on  the  undisplaced  surface  will  be  found  on  the  dis- 
placed surface  in  a  distorted  form,  and  with  its  area  altered 
in  magnitude. 

Suppose  that  Q  is  any  point  on  the  undisplaced  sur&ce  in- 
definitely close  to  P,  the  co-ordinates  of  Q  being  (a?  +  f ,  y  +  »j, 
r  +  C)*  Then  since  z  is  determined  when  x  and  y  are  given 
(which  would  not  be  the  case  if  instead  of  a  surface  we  had  a 
solid  to  deal  with),  the  displacements  u,  Vy  to  will  each  be  some 
assigned  function  of  x  and  y,  i.  e. 

«=/i(^.y);  «'=/2(^»y);  «^=/s(^.y)-  M 

Let  P*  and  Q'  be  the  displaced  positions  of  P  and  Q ;  and 

dz 
observe  that  -7-  means  the  increment  of  z  divided  by  that  of  ^, 

ax 

as  we  pass  firom  a  point  P  to  a  close  point,  i2,  such  that  P 
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and  R  have  the  same  y.     Imagine,  then,   Q  to  be  so  chosen 
that  Q'  and  i^  have  the  same  y,  so  that  the  new 

dx^  xoi  Q'—  a?  of  P' 

Now  the  X  of  Q'  is  a?  +  w  +  f+/i(«  +  f,  y  +  »?),  according  to 
the  law  expressed  by  equations  (?;) ;  and  this  is 

^     udu       du 

Similarly  the  z  of  Q'  is 

^    j,dw       die 

and  since  the  y  of  Q'  =  the  y  of  P',  we  have 

Denoting,  as  is  asual,  j-  by  jt?  and  -r-  by  y,  and  the  values  of 

these  at  P'  by  JO  +  Aj»  and  y  +  Aj',  we  have 

^dw       dw     ^ 


^0+^)+"^ 


Now   since   on  the  undisplaced   surface   dz  ^jodX'\-qdii^  we 

have  C=^p(+9V'     Substitute   this   value  in  (i),  and  then  for 

f  :i7  put  the  value  given  by  (0),  and  we  have,  by  neglecting  such 

du  dv 
infinitesimals  of  the  second  order  as  the  products  -p-fi  &c., 

/,      dv\      dto       dv 

dx     dy 
dw       du       dv  ,  V 

Sinularly,  Aj=^-p^-?^.  (A) 
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Examples. 

1.  Find  the  conditions  to  be  satisfied  by  the  displacements  of  all 
points  on  a  perfectly  inextensible  surface. 

The  length  of  the  line  PQ  must  be  unaltered  whatever  point  Q 
may  be.     Now  from  the  preceding  we  have 

Hence  the  conditions  for  perfect  inextensibility  are 

du        dw      ^      dv        dw 

du     dv        dw        dw  _ 
dy     dx         dy         cte ""    * 

2.  From  these  conditions  find  equations  for  the  separate  components 
of  displacement. 

Ans,  The  value  of  w  is  to  be  obtained  from  the  partial  differential 
equation  ^_2    -^     r  — =  0 

dx^  dxdy        dy^ 

where  r  =  ^     «  =  ^,   «=^=^. 

dx^  dy^  dy       dx 

In  the  case  of  a  plane  surface,  «  =  ax-\-hy  +  Cy  we  find 

u  +  aw  =:  my+n;     v+6t«7  =  —  maj+n', 

where  m,  w,  n'  are  arbitrary  constants. 

284.]  Equilibrium  of  an  Inextensible  String.  We  now 
apply  the  method  of  Lagrange  to  determine  the  equations  of 
equilibrium  of  an  inextensible  string  acted  on  by  any  system 
of  forces.  Let,  as  previously,  m  denote  the  mass  per  imit  length 
at  any  point  of  the  string,  and  X,  F,  Z  the  components  of  the 
external  force,  per  unit  mass,  at  the  point. 

Now  the  equations,  i^  =  0,  i/2  =  0,  ...  of  condition  are  in 
this  case  ds^  =  const.,  ds2  =  const.,  . . .  and  the  general  equation 
of  equilibrium  of  Art.  260  becomes 

the  string  being  supposed  to  have  assumed  its  position  of  equi- 
librium ;  for  it  is  when  the  equilibrium  position  is  assumed  that 
the  forces  satisfy  the  above  equation  of  Virtual  Work. 
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Now  the  particles  being  infinitely  numerous,  we  may  write 
the  above  equation  simply 

/m{Xbx+  rby  +  Zbz)ds+/kbds  =  0.  (2) 

Reducing  all  the  variations  to  variations  of  x,  y,  z,  or,  in  other 
words,  substituting  here  the  value  oi  b(h  given  in  equation  {$) 
of  Art.  282,  we  have 


/o 


m{Xbx+rby  +  Zbz)ds  +  \('^dbx  +  ^dby-\-^dbz)]  =  0.  (3) 

Now  /xg...=  (xg..)_  -  (*|,.X  -/'4(4)-*. 

by  integration  by  parts,  the  term  (K-r-bx)   being  the  value  of 
,  ^    as      ^i 

k-j-bx  at  one  of  the  limits  of  integration,  i.e.  at  one  extremity 

of  the  string;   and  (X^-d^;)    being    its  value  at  the   other 
extremity. 

Performing  similar  integrations  for  the  other  terms,  (3) 
becomes 

.    /dx^       dy .       dz  ^   \       .    rd^  ^       dy  ^       dz  ^    \ 

*.(s»'+i»J'+S»'\-*.(3;»'+i»J'+S;»')^ 

Now,  as  in  the  equation  of  Art.  269  we  equated  to  zero  the 
coefficients  of  bx^^  by^,  bz^,  ...,  so  here  we  have  to  put  the 
coefficients  of  5^,  by,  and  bz  equal  to  zero  for  each  particle  of  the 
string ;  that  is,  we  put  the  coefficients  of  these  quantities  under 
the  sign  of  integration  equal  to  zero.  Hence  we  have  at  all 
points  ,       J 


(A) 


which  equations  are  precisely  the  same  as  those  of  Art.  184 ; 
and  it  appears  either  by  comparison  of  both  sets  of  equations, 
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or  by  the  end  of  Art.  269,  that  A  in  these  equations  is  minus 
the  tension  of  the  string. 

The  conditions  of  equilibrium,  then,  as  expressed  in  (4), 
consist  of  two  parts — namely,  terms  which  relate  to  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  string  (which  are  the  terms  outside  the  sign 
of  integration),  and  terms  which  relate  to  every  intermediate 
point  in  the  string  (which  give  the  general  equations  of  equi- 
librium above). 

Equating  to  zero  the  terms  outside  the  integral  sign,  we  have 

,    rdx  ^       dy  ^       dz  ^  \      ^    /dm  ^       dv .       dz  ^   \       ^      ,. 

Now,  if  the  extremities  of  the  string  are  fixed,  they  will  be 
fixed  in  the  displaced  string,  and  every  term  of  (5)  vanishes 

8a?i  =  6^1  =  hz^  =  hx^  =  hy^  =  hz^  =  0. 

But  if  each  end  is  perfectly  free,  since  d^^,  ^J^i)  .••  are  quite 
arbitrary  and  independent,  we  must  have 

Aj  =  0  and  A^,  =  0, 

i.e.  each  terminal  tension  must  be  zero. 

If  the  extremity  {x^  y^  z^  is  constrained  to  lie  on  a  fixed 
surface,  whose  equation  is  f»  =  0,  we  have  the  displacements  of 
this  extremity  connected  by  the  equations 

which  give  by  the  method  of  undetermined  multipliers 

fd^K  /^V  fdZK 

^d9\  ^  ^ds\  _  W, 
JauZ       j^duK        ^du\ 
^di\      \d^\      Wj 

the  geometrical  meaning  of  which  is  that  the  direction  of  the 
string  at  this  extremity  is  normal  to  the  sur&ce  of  constraint. 

If  the  extremity  is  constrained  to  a  curve  whose  equations  are 
f^  =  0,  t;  r=  0,  we  find  in  the  same  way  that  at  this  extremity 
the  direction  of  the  string  must  be  at  right  angles  to  the  curve. 

The  method  which  we  have  just  employed  is  the  second 
method  of  Art.  182,  and  expresses  that  the  variation  of  thewhoU 
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I** 


ir 


potential  work  of  the  external  forces  is  zero,  consistently  with  tht 
geometrical  condition  that  the  distance  between  every  two  indefinitely 
close  points  in  the  string  remains  absolutely  unchanged  in  the  dis- 
placed position* 

285.]  Equilibrium  of  an  Extensible  String.  In  this. case 
there  are  no  geometrical  conditions  to  be  satisfied  in  the  dis- 
placement (or  deformation)  of  the  string.  Then  the  equatioD 
of  equilibrium  will  simply  express  the  condition  that  in  the 
position  of  equilibrium  the  variation  of  the  whole  potential  wort 
of  applied  and  internal  forces  is  zero. 

Now  if  we  consider  any  elementary  mass,  mds,  whose  lengtl 
is  ds,  and  whose  internal  force  (the  tension)  is  T,  the  work  done 
by  this  force  for  a  variation  bds  o{  the  elementary  length  ie 
(see  Art.  70)  --Tbds. 

Adding  together  the  similar  terms  for  all  the  elementar}; 
masses,  the  variation  of  the  potential  work  of  the  applied  and 
internal  forces  is 

/m{Xba)+  rby  +  Zbz)ds--/Tbds, 

which  differs  from  (2)  only  in  having  —T  instead  of  A.  Hence 
the  whole  discussion  is  exactly  the  same  as  before,  and  the 
results  are  those  arrived  at  in  Chap.  XII. 

There  is,  however,  this  distinction  between  the  case  of  the 
elastic  and  that  of  the  inelastic  string — that  in  the  second  case 
the  value  of  m,  the  density,  is  known  at  each  point,  since  i1 
can  alter  only  in  virtue  of  extension,  and  it  is  therefore  the 
same  after  the  pe>sition  of  equilibrium  is  assumed  as  it  wai 
before ;  while  in  the  first  case  the  value  of  m  at  each  point  h 
not  at  once  known,  since  in  taking  the  position  of  equilibriuu 
(^to  which  our  equation  of  Virtual  Work  always  refers)  extensior 
has  taken  place  at  each  point.  In  this  case  m  at  each  poim 
depends  on  T  according  to  some  law  which  can  be  known  onh 
by  experiment — e.g.  Hooke's  Law, 


m  = 


w. 


^s  in  Art.  196. 

The  equations  of  the  extensible  and  of  the  inextensible  systen 
are  therefore  the  same  only  in  forniy  since  the  above  constitutei 
a  vital  distinction  between  them. 
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286.]  Property  of  Minimnm.      If  a    uniform  inextensible 

string,  in  equilibrium  under  tie  action  of  a  given  conservative 

system  of  forces^  Joins  two  faed  points^  A  and  j5,  the  variation  of 
tie  integral                               fTds 

will  be  zero  when  we  pass  from  the  curve  of  the  string  to  any  in- 
definitely  close  curve  which  passes  through  A  and  B, 
Let  us  calculate  the  variation  of  this  integral. 

h/Tds^f{hT.ds'\-Tbds) 

Now,  from  (6)  of  Art.  184,  taking  Act,  or  i»,  as  unity, 

8T  =  -  8  r=  —  {Xhx^Thy-^-Zhz). 
Hence  by  integration  by  parts  (as  in  Art.  284),  we  have 

Now  the  right-hand  side  of  this  equation  is  zero,  since,  the 
extreme  points  of  the  curve  being  fixed,  the  coefficients  of  T^ 
and  T^  both  vanish,  and  the  coefficients  of  5^,  hy^  bz  under  the 
sign  of  integration  vanish  by  the  general  equations  of  Art.  284, 
the  ma£s  of  a  unit  length  of  the  string  being  here  taken  as 
unity.     Hence  the  proposition. 

This  theorem  leads  to  a  remarkable  property  of  the  common 
catenary.  Of  all  curves  of  the  same  length  joining  two  given  points 
in  a  vertical  plane,  the  common  catenary  is  that  whose  centre  of 
gravity  is  lowest.  For  if  y  be  the  depth  of  the  centre  of  gravity 
of  this  curve,  whose  length  is  L,  we  have 

But  (Art.    186)  T=:mgy;  therefore  y  =^- — r-;    therefore,  by 

the  theorem  of  this  Article,  we  have 

8y=0. 
That  y  is  in  this  case  a  minimum  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
word  does  not,  of  course,  appear  from  this ;  the  proof  that  it  is 

VOL.  n.  M 


minimam  according  as  ;;j^  is  continnally  —  or  continually  + 
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so  depends  on  the  criterion  for  maxima  and  minima  ftimished  by 
the  Calculus  of  Variations,  for  which  see  Jellett's  Calculus  cf 
Variations^  p.  80.     It  is  there  proved,  that  when  the  variation  of 

any  integral  of  the  form  /       Udx  vanishes  (the  limits  being 

fixed)  the  value  will  be,  in  general,  an  algebraic  maximum  or 

dHT 

.    .  .    "^^^    .      rf>      . 

between  the  limits  of  integration,  ^~  being  denoted  by  jo^,  and 

?7  being  any  function  of  a,  y,  JOi>  ft*  •••A*  I^  ^^^  present  case 
U^yds  =y^l+p^^dx,  a  change  of  the  independent  variable 
from  s  to  X  being  necessary  since  it  is  the  limits  of  x  that  are 
assigned.     The  appUcation  of  the  criterion  is  then  obvious. 

287.]  Observations  on  the  Method  of  Lagrange.  The  appli- 
cation of  the  method  of  Lagrange  is  attended  by  a  risk  of  error, 
which  must  be  guarded  against.  In  applying  the  equation  of 
Virtual  Work  to  any  continuous  material  system — e.  g.  a  string, 
a  membrane,  a  fluid — we  imagine  every  point  to  receive  a  small 
displacement  from  the  position  which  it  occupies  in  the  equi- 
librium configuration  of  the  system.  These  displacements  we 
have  expressed  by  increments  (8  a?,  6y,  bz),  or  («,  v,  10)  of  the 
co-ordinates  of  the  point ;  and,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
system,  there  will  be  various  relations  between  the  u,  v,  w  belong- 
ing to  each  point.  Thus  in  the  case  of  an  absolutely  inextensible 
string,  these  quantities  have  to  satisfy  at  each  point  the  equation 

, , .  __  dxdu     dydv      dzdtv  ^ 

^'""'       ds  ds      dsds       ds  ds  ^    ' 
In  an  absolutely  free  and  unconnected  system  of  particles,  they 
have  to  satisfy  no  condition  whatever. 

Suppose  that  in  any  case  they  have  to  satisfy  the  condition  of 
rendering  a  certain  element — e.  g.  a  length,  an  area,  a  volume — 
invariable.     Suppose  that  this  element  is  a  ftmction 

<l> {dx,  dy,  dz,  rf^a?, ...), 
which  we  may  briefly  denote  by  <^.  Then  Lagrang^s  method 
consists  in  reducing  the  problem  to  a  case  in  which  we  may  treat 
Uy  r,  w  at  each  point  in  the  system  as  absolutely  independent,  so  that 
(as  in  Art.  284,  for  example)  we  may  equate  their  coefficients 
separately  to  zero.  This  is  done  by  taking  the  variation,  8<^,  of 
the  function  which  is  to  remain  unaltered  in  the  imagined  dis- 
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placement,  multiplying  it  by  an  undetermined  multiplier,  A,  and 
then  adding  it  under  the  sign  of  integration  to  the  variation  of 
the  Potential  Work  of  the  system  ;  so  that  our  equation,  in  which 
«,  V,  w  (or  hXy  by,  bz)  are  all  independent,  is 

— /6n .  dm  +/Kb4>  .dm=zO.  (A) 

Now  let  the  case  be  different.  Suppose  that  the  condition 
0  =  constant  has  not  to  be  satisfied  in  the  displaced  configuration, 
but  that  the  alteration  of  <f)  is  accompanied  by  internal  forces  (or 
stresses)  in  the  system.  In  this  case  Lagrange  makes  no  change 
in  his  mode  of  procedure.  True,  we  have  no  longer  the  equation 
b<l>  =  0,  but  Lagrange,  recognising  the  (act  that  we  have  in- 
ternal work,  or  work  done  by  the  stresses,  due  to  the  displacement 
which  alters  (f),  assumes  that  the  amount  of  this  internal  work  is 
fuUy  represented  by  a  term  of  the  form 

Kb<t>, 

so  that  our  equation  of  virtual  work  is  still  of  the  form  (A). 

It  is  this  last  assumption  which  is  so  liable  to  mislead,  and 
which  is,  in  more  instances  than  one,  a  cause  of  error  in  La- 
grange's own  investigations.  As  a  marked  instance  in  which 
Lagrange  has  fallen  into  an  error  of  this  kind,  we  may  cite  his 
discussion  of  the  equilibrium  of  a  perfectly  flexible  surface,  which 
may  be  (1)  perfectly  inextensible,  or  (2)  extensible,  like  a  sheet 
of  indiarubber  (see  the  M^canique  Analytique,  p.  140). 

Taking  case  (1),  i£  dSis  the  area  of  the  superficial  element  at 
any  point  P  of  the  surface,  Lagrange  assumes  that  the  only 
equation  which  u,  v,  w  have  to  satisfy  is  bdS  =  0 ;  in  other 
words,  that  perfect  inextensibility  is  fully  provided  for  if  every 
element  of  area  remains  unaltered  in  the  (imagined)  displaced 
configuration.  But  it  is  clear  that  perfect  inextensibility  requires 
that  there  shall  be  no  alteration  in  the  length  of  any  line  on  the 
surface  connecting  P  with  a  neighbouring  point;  and  this 
characteristic  is^  therefore,  expressed  by  three  equations  between 
u^  Vy  w  instead  of  one — as  in  Example  1,  p.  157. 

Again,  when  the  condition  of  inextensibility  is  removed,  and 
the  surface  is  extensible,  Lagrange  assumes  that  the  internal 
work  of  deformation  of  the  element  dS  is  fidly  represented  by 
\bd8,  i.e.  that  the  work  of  deformation  is  simply  proportional 
to  the  change  in  the  area  deformed — an  assumption  which  is 
true  for  membranes  of  few  known  materials. 

M  % 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  similar  treatment  of  a  string,  whether 
inextensible  or  extensible,  is  perfectly  valid,  because  bds  =  0  is 
a  perfect  expression  of  inextensibility ;  and  when  the  string  is 
elastic,  the  internal  work  of  deformation  is  perfectly  expressed 
by  a  term  of  the  form  Xbds. 

288.]  Elastio  Wire.  As  another  example  of  the  method  of 
Lagrange,  let  us  take  the  case  of  a  thin  wire,  or  rod,  in  the  form 
of  any  tortuous  curve,  acted  upon  continuously  throughout  its 
length  by  a  distribution  of  force  (but  not  of  couple),  and  also  by 
special  forces  at  its  two  extremities,  the  wire  when  unstrained 
forming  any  given  curve. 

Supposing  the  configuration  of  equilibrium  assumed,  write 
down  the  equation  of  Virtual  Work  for  any  imagined  small 
derangement  of  the  various  points  of  the  wire.  It  is  to  be 
observed  that,  as  we  are  not  treating  the  case  of  a  ri^id  wire, 
we  have  not  the  conditions  bds  =  O^hdO  =  0,  which,  of  course, 
would  hold  for  the  rigid  wire,  and  partially  express  the  condition 
of  rigidity. 

Now  if  ^  is  the  longitudinal  tension  at  any  point,  the  incre- 
ment hdsoi  the  length  of  the  element  d^  is  resisted  by  an  amount 
of  work  equal  to  Thds. 

Again,  the  alteration  of  curvature  produced  by  the  derangement 
of  parts  and  depending  on  the  term  hdd  will  be  resisted  by  an 
internal  couple  i/,  and  the  alteration  will  be  made  against  an 
amount  of  work  equal  to  LhdO. 

Finally,  the  distortion  of  the  curve  denoted  by  hd<f>  will  be 
resisted  by  an  internal  couple  iff,  and  will  require  an  amount  of 
work  equal  to  Mhd<l>. 

This  last  distortion  (dd</>)  is  overlooked  by  Lagrange,  whose 
investigation  of  the  problem  is  in  consequence  erroneous — ^as 
pointed  out  by  Bertrand  (Bertrand's  edition  of  the  Mdcanique 
Analytique,  pp.  143,  148,  401). 

Let  the  special  force  applied  at  one  extremity,  A,  have  com- 
ponents (X^,  Fj,  ^j),  and  that  applied  at  the  other,  0, 
(Jq,  J"q,  ^q),  the  co-ordinates  of  these  extremities  being  {pn-^yi^^^ 

The  equation  of  Virtual  Work,  then,  is 
•\-/\m{Xhx+rhy'\-Zhz)d8'^Thd9''Lhd0-^Mhd4>'\  =  0.  (1) 
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To  obtam  the  three  general  differential  equations  which 
determine  the  curve — and  which  answer  to  equations  (A)  of  Art* 
284 — ^it  would  be  necessary  to  substitute  in  this  equation  the 
values  of  bds^  bdO,  hdif>  given  in  ()8),  Art.  282,  and  in  (e)  and  (C)i 

Art.  283,  and  to  integrate  the  terms  in  ^,  ^,  ^. 

°  ds       d^       dfr 

&c.,  as  in  Art.  284 ;  finally,  equating  to  zero  the  separate  co- 
efficients of  hx^  by,  hz  under  the  integral  sign. 

The  equations  thus  obtained  are  of  great  complexity,  and 
would  not  repay  any  labour  bestowed  upon  them.  Moreover,  as 
we  shall  see,  the  general  problem  can  be  more  simply  treated 
otherwise  by  a  method  which  is  free  from  &lse  assumptions. 

We  shall  here  confine  our  illustration  of  the  method  of  La- 
grange to  the  simple  case"^  in  which  the  wire  forms  a  plane  curve, 
in  whose  plane  are  the  forces  and  the  displacements ;  so  that  we 
may  neglect  the  terms  in  M— while  not  assuming  that  M  is  zero. 
If  we  simply  put  if  =  0,  while  assuming  the  curve  to  be 
tortuous,  as  Lagrange  does,  its  constitution  would  be  like  that 
of  a  continuous  chain  of  smooth  beads  strung  fireely  on  a  string. 

Under  this  condition,  equation  (1)  becomes  simply 

+/[OT(X5a?+  Thy)d9--Thds^Lbde'\  =  0.      (2) 
Substituting  the  values  oihds  and  hdO^  the  integral  term  becomes 

writing  down,  for  simplicity,  only  the  terms  relating  to  x, 

Lit^^ting  the  second  term  once  by  parts,  and  the  third  twice, 
this  becomes 

+  similar  term  iny—  ^^^d^^dT  L  "^  s™^!^  \j^tm  in^ 

+  similar  term  in  ^  |i«  =  0,  (4) 

*  The  following  diiouBnon,  be  it  obseryed,  ii  ffiven  merely  as  an  ezerdie  in  the 
Principle  of  Virtaal  Work.  The  eqnationi  obtained  can  be  arrived  at  with  mnoh 
greater  rapidity  by  direct  elementary  methods. 


/[ 
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the  suffixes  in  the  terms  outside  the  integral  sign  having  refer- 
ence to  the  extremities  of  the  wire. 

As  the  variations  bx  and  by  may  now  be  considered  indepen- 
dent at  all  points  of  the  curve,  we  have  at  all  points 


(s) 


d 


Ii\dy      d*  f   yd'y 


i-i^~-M-h('^V)*"''=°' 


(«) 


which  determine  the  form  of  the  curve. 

Assuming,  for  definiteness,  the  figure  of  the  curve  to  be  concave 
towards  the  axis  of  ^,  if  d  is  the  acute  angle  made  with  this  axis 
by  the  tangent  at  any  point,  we  have 

d$        I       dm  ^      dy       .   ^     d^x      sind 

di=-y  di^"^^'  5;=^"^"'  rf?  =  — 

Hence  (5)  and  (6)  become 


and  so  on. 


^.(r-^)8mfl+^(2;co8d)  +  «7=  0. 


(8) 


Performing  the  differentiations,  multiplying  the  first  by  cos  0, 
the  second  by  sin^,  adding,  and  putting  /S^  =  i»  (Z  cos  0+  Zsin  0) 
=  tangential  component  of  applied  force,  we  have 


dT      IdL     o 

as        p  as 


(9) 


Again,  multiplying  the  second  by  cos^,  the  first  by  sin^, 
subtracting,  and  putting  iV  =  m  (Fcosd— Xsind)  =  normal  com- 
ponent of  applied  force,  we  have 


or        p 


(10) 


These  two  eqiiations  can  be  ariiTed  at  much  more  rapidly  by 
the  direct  elementary  process.     Integrating  (7)  and  (8),  we  have 

(2'--)coefl-^(Zsinfl)  =  a-fmXdt  =  P;  (11) 


(T--)an0  +  ^{ZcoB0)  =  b-/mYd»  =  Q; 


(12) 

a  and  b  being  constants  which  we  shall  presently  determine. 
Equations  (11)  and  (12)  are  easily  integrable  once  more.    For, 
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multiplying  the  first  by  sin^,  the  second  by  cosd,  and  sab- 

triujting,  dL         ^  ,   ,     ^       , 

^=-Psmd+Qcos^;  (13) 

.'.     L^-fPdy4rfq,dx^k,  (14) 

where  ^  is  a  constant. 

It  is  usual  to  assume  that  the  value  of  L  at  any  point  is  pro- 
portional to  the  change  of  curvature  at  the  point ;  so  that  if  r  is 
the  radius  of  curvature  at  the  point  before  strain^  we  have 

i  =  J(l-i).  (15) 

where  ^  is  a  constant  depending  on  the  rigidity  of  the  wire. 
Hence  we  have  for  the  determination  of  the  form  of  the  curve 
the  equation  i       \ 

^  (i  -  ^)  =  -ffdy  +/qdx  +  k.  (16) 

Equating  to  zero,  in  (4),  the  terms  outside  the  int^^l  sign, 
we  have,  so  &r  as  one  extremity.  A,  of  the  rod  is  concerned, 

[Ji-(2'--)co8fl-^(i8infl)]8»-isinfl~ 

+  [ri-(2'--)8infl+^(ico8fl)]«^  +  Zcoefl.^=0,     (17) 

omitting  the  suffix  1  (for  convenience)  which  may  be  understood 
to  be  attached  to  every  letter.  The  terms  relating  to  the  other 
extremity,  0,  equated  to  zero^  give  a  precisely  similar  equation, 
with  — -Iq,  —Yq  written  instead  of  X^,  Fj. 

Now  we  may  have  any  of  the  following  circumstances  relating 
to  the  end — 

{a)  the  end  may  be  perfectly  free  ; 

(b)  the  end  may  be  fixed,  but  not  the  tangent  at  it ; 

{c)  the  end  may  be  tangentially  fixed. 

dx 
If  (fl)  happens,  the  variations  8a?,  8^,   ...    are  all  perfectly 

arbitrary,  so  that  their  coefficients  must  be  severally  zero. 

If  {b)  happens,  8  a?  =  0  and  by  =  0,  therefore  the  first  and 
third  terms  in  (17)  disappear  without  frumishing  any  equations ; 

but  h  -J-  and  h-j-  are  quite  arbitrary,  since  the  direction  of  the 

tangent  may  be  varied  at  pleasure.  Hence  the  coefficients  of 
these  terms  must  be  equated  to  zero. 
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If  (c)  happens,  there  is  no  arbitraiy  displacement,  and  each 
term  in  (17)  disappears  without  famishing  any  equation. 

In  addition  to  these  cases,  we  might,  of  course,  have  that  in 
which  the  end  (by  means  of  a  small  ring)  is  constrained  to  move 
along  a  given  line,  y  =  pss-j-q,  so  that  we  should  have  by  =  pbw^ 
with  the  result  that  the  coefficient  of  dy  is  to  be  equated  to 
p  times  that  of  bx  in  (17). 

The  following  results  are  at  once  obvious. 

If  the  end  is  perfectly  free,  the  change  of  curvature  at  it  is 
zero,  and  the  tension  is  equal  to  the  component  of  the  applied 
force  along  the  tangent;  for  we  have  pL=  0,  or,  by  (15)^ 

1  —  -^  =  0 ;  and  then  equating  to  zero  the  coefficients  of  bx  and 

Po 
by  in  (17),  multiplying  the  first  by  cos  $  and  the  second  by  sin  d 

and  adding,  we  get  T  =z  X cos^+  F sin  ^. 

If  the  end  is  fixed,  but  not  tangentially,  the  change  of  curva- 
ture is  zero.  These  results  are,  of  course,  at  once  perfectly 
obvious  from  elementary  considerations. 

The  constants  of  integration  in  (11),  (12),  (14),  are  to  be 
determined  by  the  circumstances  of  the  extremities.  Thus,  if 
both  ends  are  free,  and  we  suppose  the  integrations  to  commence 
at  the  extremity,  0,  we  have,  by  substituting  the  co-ordinates  of 
this  extremity  in  (11)  and  (12), 

Also  substituting  those  of  the  other  extremity, 

0  ^ 

results  which  are  at  once  obvious  from  the  most  elementary 
principles. 

Substituting  these  in  (14),  and  observing  that  £  =0  at  the 
end,  we  have  ^  =  0. 

Again,  if  the  end  0  is  tangentially  fibced,  substituting  the 
co-ordinates  of  the  other  end  in  (11)  and  (12),  we  have,  with  the 
aid  of  (17),  a  =  Xi-^/mXds;  b  =  Y^^ fmYdi^  the  co-ordinates 
of  ^  being  understood  to  be  those  in  the  general  integrals  in 
these  expressions.    Also  since  i/  =  0  at  ^,  we  have  from  (14) 

k  =  /Pd}f-/qd», 

in  which  the  co-ordinates  are  those  of  A. 

If  both  ends  are  tangentially  fixed,  we  derive  no  assistance 
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from  the  terms  outside  the  integral  sign,  and  the  course  to  be 
pursued  for  the  determination  of  the  constants  will  be  at  once 
rendered  clear  to  the  student  if  he  considers  the  simpler  problem 
of  an  inextensible  string  acted  upon  by  gravity,  its  two  ex- 
tremities being  fixed  at  any  two  given  points.  The  process  of 
the  determination  of  constants  is  this — the  forms  of  X  and  JTas 
functions  of  the  co-ordinates  being  aasumed  as  given,  imagine 
the  equation  (16)  to  be  completely  integrated,  taking  x  as  the 
independent  variable. 

It  is  a  differential  equation  of  the  second  order,  since  p  involves 

d^y 

-^l    and  its  integration  will  introduce  two  more  constants, 

m  and  n  ;  so  that  we  should  finally  have  an  integral  of  the  form 

If,  for  simplicity,  we  take  the  end  0  for  origin  and  the 
tangent  at  it  for  axis  of  ^,  while  the  tangent  at  A  makes  a  given 
angle  a  with  this  axis,  we  have  the  following  equations — 

</)  (0, 0,  fl,  i,  *, «»,  n)  =  0, 

and,  in  addition,  the  length  of  the  curve  is  given,  so  that 

,^        dx  =  /  =  length  of  curve. 

dy 

Hence  we  have  five  equations  to  determine  the  five  constants. 

289.]  Flexible  InextenBible  SurfiEtoe.  As  another  illustra- 
tion of  the  method  of  Lagrange,  we  shall  now  consider  the 
equilibrium  of  a  perfectly  flexible  and  perfectly  inextensible 
surface. 

The  equations  which  have  to  be  satisfied  by  the  component 
displacements,  1^,  v,  tOy  at  every  point,  when  there  is  perfect 
inextemdbility  and  no  other  condition,  are  given  in  p.  157. 

Let  the  components  of  externally  applied  force  per  unit  area 
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at  any  point   of  the  surface  be  J,   7,  Z.    Then  if  €  denotes 

-/l+j&^+j*,  the  elementary  area  dS  at  any  point  of  the  sur&ce 
is  ^d^dy^  and  we  shall  have 

/f€{Xu'\-Yv^-Zw)dxdy  =  0,  (1) 

subject  to  the  relations  referred  to  between  w,  f?,  w — viz. 

du         dw       ^      dv        dia 

au      dv        ato       dw  *  ^  ^ 

dy      dx        dy     ^  dx^    ' 

Multiplying  the  left-hand  sides  of  these  equations  by  the 
undetermined  multipliers  A,  /x,  p,  respectively,  and  adding  the 
results  under  the  signs  of  integration  in  (1),  we  have 

rCr  xr       .     ir      .     /y  V  /^^        ^^\        /dv       dw\ 

rdu       dv        dw        dto^-^  ,    ,         ^  ,^v 

in  which,  after  the  method  of  Lagrange,  we  may  now  treat 
lifVftOBs  completely  independent. 

Now  take  the  term  / /x  j-^rfy,  and  first  perform  the  inte- 
gration with  respect  to  a?,  considering  y  constant. 

Thus  AS**^  =  ^''**''-^''''-/'''S^'  (^) 

in  which  the  term  \'^u^^  relates  to  the  point  which  has  one 
extreme  value  of  a?  as  abscissa  (with  the  supposed  constant 
value  of  y),  and  X'w'  to  the  point  which  has  the  other  extreme 
value  of  ^  as  abscissa.  These  points,  occurring  at  the  end  and 
the  beginning,  respectively,  of  the  integration  with  respect  to  x 
(y  being  constant)  are  points  on  the  bounding  edge  of  the 
lurface — points  in  which  it  is  cut  by  the  plane  y  =  constant. 

Hence     ffk^dxdy  =  f{\''u''^W)dy^  ffu^dxdy,  (4) 

in  which  the  single  integration  is  one  relating  only  to  the  edge, 
and  the  double  is  one  carried  over  the  whole  surfiu^e. 

Now,  instead  of  the  single  integral  we  may  evidently  write 
fKudy ;  for  this  last,  when  carried  continuously  round  the  edge, 
will  include  both  the  terms  ><'u" dy  and  -^y^u'dy^  which  belong 
to  points  having  the  same  y  and  different  extreme  values  of  x. 
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Treating  the  other  doable  integrals  in  the  same  way,  we  have 
as  the  equivalent  of  (l) 

j[{pdx  +  Kdy)  {u  +jna)  +  (fid^  +  pdy)  (r  +  jw)] 

Equating  to  zero  the  coefficients  of  u,  v,  10  under  the  double 
integral,  the  general  equations  of  equilibrium  are 

d\      dp         ^  , 

Xr  +  /i^  +  2«p  =  €(^-;;X-yr),  (8) 

in  which,  as  usual, 

r=^,  t^^y  «=^  =  ^. 

dx  dy  dy      dx 

Now  it  will  be  observed  that  these  three  equations  serve 
merely  to  determine  X,  /a,  p,  and  furnish  us  with  no  equation  for 
the  determination  of  the  form  of  the  surface. 

If  the  bounding  edge  is  fixed  at  all  points,  «,  t;,  and  w  under 
the  sign  of  single  integration  in  (5)  are  severally  zero  at  all 
points ;  so  that  the  terms  relating  to  the  edge  furnish  us  with 
no  equations.  In  this  case,  therefore,  we  must  conclude  that 
the  form  of  the  surface  is  geometrically  determinate,  quite  ir- 
respective of  the  forces  acting  on  it;  in  other  words— j/^  every 
point  on  the  bounding  edge  of  a  perfectly  inextemible  surface  is 
fixed^  the  surface  can  take  only  one  figure^  no  displacement  being 
possible  at  any  point  on  it. 

If  the  bounding  edge  is  completely  free,  we  must  equate  to 
zero  the  coefficients  of  the  displacements  under  the  sign  of  single 
integration,  so  that  the  differential  equations  of  the  edge  are 

dx     ^  dy      ^  ,. 

''di^  "!  =  '''  <^«) 

(where  ^«  is  an  element  of  length  of  the  edge)  the  values  of  A,  /yt,  p 
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in  these  equations  being  obtained  from  the  general  equations 

(6),  (7),  (8). 

As  a  very  simple  example,  take  the  case  of  a  uniform  rectangular 
sheet  ABCDj  two  of  whose  sides,  AB  and  CD^  are  fixed  horizontally 
and  parallel  to  each  other,  gravity  being  the  only  external  force.  We 
know  from  elementary  considerations  that  the  sections  of  this  surfiace 
by  vertical  planes  perpendicular  to  the  lines  AB  and  CD  are  catenaries ; 
and  this  result  follows  from  the  above  equations.  For,  taking  the  axis 
of  z  vertically  upwards,  and  the  axis  of  x  horizontal  and  perpendicular 
to  the  direction  of  AB  and  CD,  all  differential  coefficients  with  re- 
spect to  y  vanish,  while  X  =  Z=  0,  Z  =  — ^  ;  so  that  the  general 
equations  give  ^x  da 

^=^>     ^  =  ^' 

A^  =  -<7VT+7,  (11) 

while  the  terms  relating  to  the  two  free  sides  give  p  =  0.  Now  the 
integral  of  (11)  gives  at  once  the  Catenary  equation  between  z  and  x. 

If  the  bounding  edge,  instead  of  being  fixed  at  all  points,  has 
external  force  applied  along  it,  and  if  X^,  T^^  Z^  be  the  com- 
ponents of  this  force  at  any  point  of  the  edge,  per  unit  length, 
the  left-hand  side  of  (5)  will  require  the  addition  of  the  virtual 
work  of  this  boundary  force ;  that  is,  we  must  add  to  it  the 
term  /  (X^u  +  7^ t?  +  ^^w?)  ^ ;  so  that  the  boundary  equations  (9) 
and  (10)  must  be  replaced  by 

i>l,  +  yr,-.^,=:0,  (14) 

the  last  of  which  shows  that  the  boundary  force  must  at  every 
point  lie  in  the  tangent  plane  to  the  surface  at  the  point.  The 
general  equations  (6)^  (7)^  (8)  serve  merely  to  determine  X,  fJ^  p ; 
and  in  all  cases  the  form  of  the  surfSace  is  known  from  the  equa- 
tions of  the  boundary. 

290.]  Jellett  8  Besnlts.  The  dynamical  treatment  of  the 
equilibrium  of  an  inextensible  surface  has  conducted  us  to  a 
conclusion  with  respect  to  the  effect  of  fixing  its  bounding  edge 
which,  although  holding  good  in  general,  admits  of  exceptions 
when  the  bounding  edge  is  selected  in  a  particular  manner. 

The  properties  of  inextensible  sur&ces,  with  regard  to  dis- 
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placement,  have  been  very  folly  treated  by  Jellett  in  a  paper  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  student  is  directed — On  the  Prqpertia 
of  InextenMle  Surface^j  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Boyal  Irish 
Academy,  toI.  xxii. 

We  cannot  do  more  than  summarize  the  results  arrived  at  in 
this  paper.  If,  for  brevity,  we  put  f  =  w  +;tw,  ri  =  v-\-qw  in 
equations  (a)  of  last  Article,  the  equations  of  inextensibility 
become  jc 

i— = 0,  (1) 

|-«,^=0.  (2) 

^+^-2«.,=  0;  (3) 

and  it  is  clear  that  the  immobility  of  a  point  is  fully  expressed 
by  the  conditions  f  =  0,  ?;  =  0,  «^  =  0. 

If  now  we  consider  the  effect  of  fixing  any  curve  on  the 
sur&ce,  the  determination  of  the  displacement  (if  any)  of  a 
point  on  the  surface  is  identical  with  the  solution  of  the  follow- 
ing problem: — To  find  three  functions,  f,  17,  tv,  which  satisfy 
equations  (1),  (2),  (3),  and  which  vanish  at  all  points  on  the 
given  curve. 

Let  the  differential  equation  of  the  projection  of  the  given 
bounding  edge  on  the  plane  of  a?,  y  be 

dy  =  mdw. 

It  is  then  shown  that  the  vanishing  of  f,  17,  w  at  all  points  on 
this  bounding  edge  will  necessitate  their  vanishing  at  all  points 
on  the  surface,  unless  m  is  such  as  to  satisfy  the  equation 

r  +  2sm  +  tm^=0.  (o) 

Now  for  a  whole  class  of  surfaces  it  is  impossible  to  satisfy 
this  equation  with  any  real  value  of  m — viz.  the  class  of  surfaces 
for  which  ^^_^  is  +  at  all  points, 

i.e.  for  surfaces  whose  two  principal  curvatures  are  of  the  same 
sign  at  all  points ;  so  that  if  a  bounding  edge  of  any  form  is 
fixed  on  any  such  surface,  no  displacement  of  any  point  on  it  is 
possible. 

If  the  surface  is  such  that  at  all  points 
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i.e.  if  it  is  a  developable,  motion  will  be  possible  if  the  fixed  edge 
is  any  one  of  its  rectilinear  sections,  or  its  edge  of  regression.  If 
on  such  a  sur&ce  a  portion  of  a  curve,  AB^  not  coinciding  with 
either  of  these  is  fixed,  the  whole  portion  of  the  sur&ce  included 
between  the  rectilinear  sections  drawn  through  A  and  B,  un- 
limited in  one  direction  and  bounded  by  the  intercepted  portion 
of  the  edge  of  regression  in  the  other,  is  immoveable. 
If  the  surface  is  such  that  at  all  points 

r^— «*  is  negative, 

i.e.  if  its  principal  curvatures  are  of  opposite  signs,  at  each 
point  there  are  two  directions  satisfying  (a),  and  if  the  bounding 
edge  coincides  with  a  curve  satisfying  this  equation  at  all  points, 
displacement  is  possible. 

291.]  Partioular  Case  of  Flexible  Surflaoe.  The  only  case  to 
which  the  investigation  given  by  Lagrange  in  the  MScanique 
Analyiique  applies  without  error  is  that  of  a  flexible  extensible 
surfEU^  of  such  a  nature  that  the  work  done  at  any  point  by  the 
internal  forces  exerted  over  the  contour  of  any  element  of  area, 
dSy  when  this  area  receives  a  small  change,  is  proportional  solely 
to  the  amount  of  increase  h  dS,  of  the  area,  and  not  dependent  in 
any  way  on  its  change  of  sAape, 

Let  P  be  any  point  on  the  surface,  and  at  P  draw  any  line 
PQ,  of  infinitesimal  length,  in  the  surface.  Then,  in  general, 
the  force  exerted  over  the  length  PQ  by  the  portion  of  the 
surface  at  one  side  on  the  portion  of  the  sur&ce  on  the  other 
side,  of  PQ,  will  be  oblique  to  PQ ;  but  whatever  be  the  nature 
of  the  surface,  there  are  two  directions,  PQ^  and  PQ^y  of  PQ  such 
that  this  force  is  perpendicular  to  PQ  (as  will  be  shown  in  the 
chapter  on  Strain  and  Stress) ;  the  magnitude  of  this  normal 
force  divided  by  the  length  PQ  over  which  it  is  exerted  is  called 
surface-tension.  If  the  surface-tensions  on  PQ^  and  PQ2  are  equal, 
it  follows  (as  will  be  subsequently  proved)  that  the  stress  exerted 
on  every  elementary  length  PQ  drawn  on  the  surface  near  P  is 
a  normal  force,  and  the  surface-tension  is  constant  all  round  P. 
If  we  denote  this  constant  value  at  P  by  iV,  it  will  be  easily  seen, 
by  taking  for  dS  any  small  closed  sur&ce,  that  for  a  small 
increase  of  its  area  the  work  done  by  the  (normal)  stress  all  round 

i^is  NxbdS. 

(Apply  exactly  the  reasoning  in  Example  3,  p.  117,  by  which 
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it  is  shown  that  the  element  of  work  done  by  the  pressure  of 
a  gas  ispdv.) 

If  the  surface  has  attained  its  equilibrium  configuration,  and 
if  we  imagine  displacements  (u,  v,  w)  at  each  point  as  before,  the 
equation  of  Virtual  Work  will  be 

/A  {Xu  +rv  +  Zw)  dxdy  ^-/NhdS  ^0.  (1) 

Now,  if  the  element  of  superficial  area,  dS^  is  that  cut  off  by 
two  very  close  planes  perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  x  and  two  very 
close  planes  perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  y,  we  have  dS  =1  €  dxdy ; 
and  the  changes  in  the  co-ordinates  will  cause  dady  to  become 

dxdy  fl  +  —  +  -p) ,  as  is  at  once  found.     Hence 

bdS  =i  (^  +  'j-'jtdxdy  +  dxdy.bt 

Substituting  in  this  expression  the  values  of  bp  and  bq  given 
in  Art.  283,  and  then  integrating  (1)  in  the  usual  way,  and 
equating  to  zero  the  coefficients  of  u,  v,  10  under  the  sign  of 
double  integration,  we  have  the  equations 

dx         dx     €         dy    €  ' 

^^    d.,N  ^    dpqN  ^    dfN^^ 
dy         dx    €         dy    €  ' 

dpN       dqN  _ 

dx  €        dy  € 
which  hold  at  all  points  on  the  surfSace. 

Denoting-^  - — h  ^  —  by  f/^  these  equations  may  be  written 

.X-*f+;,£^=0.  (2) 

«r-«^+jj7=o.  (3) 

tZ-V  =0.  (4) 

Sabstitating  in  (2)  and  (3)  the  valoe  of  U  given  by  (4),  we 

liave  dN      ^      „     dN     ^      „  ,^. 

^^=X+pZ;    -^^r+qZ;  (6) 
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and  ifXdx  +  Tdy + Zdz  =  —  rf  FT,  the  difiTerential  of  single  function , 

n,  these  last  equations  give 

JV  +  n  =  a,  (6) 

where  a  is  a  constant. 

Now  N  may  be  regarded  indifferently  as  the  sufface-tenHon  or  as 

the  potential  work  of  the  stress  {static  energy)  per  unit  area  on  the 

surface^  because  the  potential  work  of  the  stress  for  an  increment 

of  area  equal  to  hdS  is  Nx  hdS,     Hence  (6)  asserts  that  in  the 

equiUbrium  configuration  the  sum  of  the  potential  works  of  stress 

and  of  external  forces  per  unit  area  is  the  same  at  all  points  on 

the  surface. 

dN        dN    .        . 
The  values  of  -3-  and  --j-  given  in  (6)  when  substituted  in  U 

«  «* 

Now  if  Bi  and  B^  are  the  principal  radii  of  corrature  of  the 
surface  at  any  point,  we  have  (Salmon's  Geometry  of  Three 
Dimentions,  Chap.  XI.), 

2.       1   _  (l+q^)r-2j)qt  +  {l+p^)t 
B,^B,-  ^ 

sothat        tU=j>X+qY+it^-l)Z+N(l-  +  l^), 
and  therefore  (4)  becomes 

\iz-j>x-qr)=.N(l^+l.). 

But  the  left-hand  side  of  this  equation  is  the  component,  F^^ 
of  the  external  forces  along  the  normal  to  the  sur&ce ;  hence  we 
have  1        1       F  F 

as  the  equation  of  the  surface. 

This  equation  can  be  at  once  obtained  by  a  direct  elementary 
process,  as  will  be  shown  in  a  subsequent  chapter. 

If  the  surface  is  one  acted  upon  by  gpravily  only,  and  if  it  lies 

very  nearly  in  a  horizontal  plane,  from  which  z  is  measured,  we 

may  neglect  such  products  as  pq,  pz,  pr^  &c.,  and  equation  (4) 

gives  vT—N'(r  +  t)  =  0, 

where  o-  is  the  weight  per  unit  area  of  the  sur&ce ;  or 

d^z     dh      vr  . 

■j-5  +  -j-j  =  —  =  const. 
dor      dir      CL 


292.]  SURFACE-TENSION   OP  A   LIQUID.  177 

292.]  Sorface-Tension  of  a  Liqaid.  At  each  point,  P,  of  the 
surface  of  contact  of  a  liquid  with  a  gas,  another  liquid,  or  a  solid, 
there  exists  a  tension,  the  magnitude  of  which  across  a  given 
elementary  length  PQ  in  the  tangent  plane  at  P  is  the  same  for 
all  directions  of  PQ  ;  and  the  amount  of  this  tension  divided  by 
PQ  is,  as  just  stated,  the  surface-tension  at  P. 

The  main  laws  to  which  this  sur&ce-tension  is  subject  are  the 
following ; — 

1.  For  a  given  liquid  in  contact  with  any  given  substance  it 
is  the  same  at  all  points  on  the  surfiu^e  of  contact. 

2.  It  varies  with  the  temperature,  becoming  less  as  the 
temperature  becomes  greater. 

3.  It  varies  if  the  substance  with  which  the  liquid  is  in  con- 
tact is  varied.  Thus,  it  is  not  the  same  on  the  surface  of  water 
in  contact  with  air  as  on  the  sur&ce  of  water  in  contact  with 
mercury. 

4.  It  is  independent  of  the  curvature  of  the  surface  of  contact. 
Thus,  if  a  soap  bubble  is  blown  out  through  the  end  of  a  tube, 
the  surface-tension  of  the  film  (in  contact  with  air)  is  the  same 
when  the  diameter  of  the  bubble  is  6  inches  as  it  was  when  the 
diameter  was  1  inch. 

This  cuiious  fact  at  once  distinguishes  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
tention of  a  liquid  film  from  that  of  the  distention  of  an  elastic 
string,  because  for  the  latter  the  magnitude  of  the  tension 
increases  with  the  extension,  while  the  tension  of  the  liquid  film 
is  independent  of  the  extension  of  its  sur&ce. 

A  probable  explanation  of  this  result  for  a  liquid  (suggested  to 
the  Author  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Gregory)  may  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  the  molecules  of  a  liquid  are  moveable  on  each  other  with 
very  great  ease,  so  that  when,  by  a  distention  of  the  extreme 
surface  layer  of  molecules,  the  molecules  which  surrounded  any 
molecule  P  have  their  distances  from  P  increased,  their  vacant 
places  on  the  surface  are  taken  by  others  which  come  up  to  the 
surface  by  the  thinning  of  the  film,  thus  leaving  the  molecular 
arrangement  round  P  practically  unaltered — unless  the  sur£Eu^  is 
reduced  below  a  thickness  less  than  the  diameter  of  the  'sphere 
of  molecular  activity'  (Art.  293),  in  which  case  the  constancy 
of  surface-tension  ceases. 

The  existence  of  surface-tension  may  be  demonstrated  experi- 
mentally in  several  ways.     One  of  the  simplest  methods  consists 
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in  taking  a  rectangle  formed  of  braaa  strips  or  wires,  AB,  BC 
CD,  and  EF  (Fig.  aSa),  of  which  the  first  three  are  in  one  rigid 
piece,  while  the  laat,  EF,  is  capable  of  sliding  np  and  down  on 
the  bare  AB  and  DC. 

The  space,  abed,  encloeed  by  the  four  bars  being  vacant,  dip 
the  system  into  a  soap  solution,  thus  forming  a  film  (represented 
_  bytheBhading)inthisBpace;  thisfilm 

attaches  itself  to  all  tho  bars ;  and  if 
the  moveable  bar  EF  is  not  restrained 
by  the  fingers,  it  will  be  drawn  along 
the  others  by  the  film  nntil  it  reaches 
BC.  If  J[F  is  not  too  heavy,  and  the 
plane  of  the  bars  is  held  vertical,  BC 
being  above  EF,  this  latter  will  be 
'W-  'o'-  lifted  by  the  tendon  of  the  film. 

Another  very  striking  illnstration  of  the  existence  of  surfcoe- 
tension  is  obtained  thus :— Take  a  circular  brass  wire,  A  (Fig. 
263):  dip  it  into  the  soap 
eolation,  thns  covering 
its  area  on  withdrawal 
with  a  thin  film  (repre- 
sented by  the  shading) ; 
now  form  a  loop  of  a 
piece  of  thread  and  place 
it  gently  on  the  surface 
^-  '63-  of  the  film.     This  loop 

is  represented  by  ab  in  the  figure.  Now  perforate  the  film  inside 
the  loop  by  a  pin  or  fine  wire,  and  instantly  the  loop  of  thread  ia 
drawn  ont  into  a  circle,  e,  by  the  contracting  film. 

This  experiment  illustrates  not  only  the  exjatence  of  surfece- 
tension,  but  also  another  property  to  which  we  shall  presently  refer.* 
At  the  temperature  20°C.  the  suriaoe-tension  of  water  in  con- 
tact with  air  is  8 1  dynes  per  centimetre ;  for  mercury  in  contact 
with  air  it  is  540  dynes  per  centdm^re ;  and  for  mercury  in  con- 
tact with  water  418  dynes  per  centimetre  (see  Everett's  UtuUand 
Phyiical  Conttant*,  p.  42). 

For  the  beet  method  of  measuring  surface-tension,  and  verify- 
ing its  independence  of  the  curvature  of  the  surface,  the  reader 
may  consult  Plateau's  Slatique  Eap^rimeniale  et  TAeoriqne  des 

*  Nunfly,  tbg  propertj  of  miidiiiimi  sns,  Ait.  295. 
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Liquides  souniU  anx  ^eules  Forces  Md^lairei,  vol.  i.,  pp.  272,  &c 
This  work  abounds  in  beautiful  illustrations  of  the  forms  assumed 
by  liquid  films,  and  contains  precise  information  on  all  the  details 
necessary  for  experiments. 

293.]  Forms  of  Liquid  Siirftboes.  The  molecules  of  a  liquid 
which  lie  on  its  bounding  surface — that  is,  its  sur&ce  of  contact 
with  a  solid  or  with  a  fluid — experience  attraction  from  other 
molecules  of  the  liquid  which  are  at  infinitely  small  distances 
&om  them.  Thus,  a  molecule  at  any  point,  P,  on  the  bounding 
surface  will  experience  attraction  from  all  the  liquid  molecules 
which  lie  in  a  hemisphere  having  P  as  centre  and  an  extremely 
small  radius,  PQ.  The  distance  PQ  is  called  the  radius  of  mole- 
cular activity,  the  attraction  of  two  molecules  separated  by  a 
distance  greater  than  PQ  being  insensible.''^  If  at  each  point  P 
on  the  sur&ce  we  measure  ofi*  the  distance  PQ  along  the  normal, 
the  Q  points  form  a  layer  parallel  to  the  bounding  surface  such  that 
the  sur&ce  molecules  are  unacted  upon  by  the  layers  below  this  one. 

If  also  we  produce  the  normal  at  P  into  the  surrounding 
medium — ^i.  e.  the  solid  body,  or  air,  or  any  superincumbent 
fluid — the  liquid  molecule  at  P  will  be  acted  upon  by  a  mole- 
cule of  this  medium  at  a  certain  distance  PQ^  along  this  normal^ 
and  by  all  molecules  whose  distances  from  P  are  less  than  PQ^, 
We  shall  thus  have  another  layer  of  molecules  in  the  medium 
defining  the  limits  within  which  the  surfisKie  molecules  of  the 
liquid  are  acted  upon  by  those  of  the  medium. 

Now,  without  any  h  priori  knowledge  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
radius  of  molecular  activity  either  for  the  liquid  or  for  the  body 
in  contact  with  it,  it  can  be  shown  (as  was  first  shown  by  Laplace, 
MSc.  Cil,^  supplement  to  Book  X.)  that  at  any  point,  P,  on  the 
liquid  sur&ce  the  force  per  unit  area  due  to  the  efiective  molecular 
attractions  of  the  liquid  itself  and  of  the  medium  with  which  the 
liquid  is  in  contact  is  of  the  form 

where  A  and  N  are  constants  for  the  same  liquid  and  same  sur- 
rounding medium,  provided  the  temperature  is  constant,  and 
R^yB^  are  the  principal  radii  of  curvature  of  the  liquid  surface  at 

*  The  fact  tlutt  a  liquid  rises  to  the  same  height  in  a  capillary  tube,  wliatey«r 
its  thicknesi,  provided  its  internal  diameter  is  constant,  is  supposed  to  justify  this 
assumption. 

N  2 


178 


THE  PEINCIPLB   OF  TIBTDAL  WOBK. 


[292. 

in  taking  a  rectangle  formed  of  braM  strips  or  wires,  AS,  £C 
CD,  and  EF{Fig.  262),  of  whict  the  Brat  three  are  in  one  rigid 
piece,  while  the  last,  EF,  is  capable  of  sliding  up  and  down  on 
the  bars  AB  and  DC. 

The  space,  abed,  enclosed  by  the  fonr  bars  being  vacant,  dip 
the  ^stetn  into  a  soap  solution,  thos  forming  a  film  (represented 
_  _  bythe8hading)intMBBpace;  thisfilm 

attaches  itself  to  all  the  bars ;  and  if 
the  moveable  bar  EF  ia  not  restrained 
by  the  fingers,  it  will  be  drawn  along 
the  others  by  the  film  until  it  reaches 
SC.  If  EF  is  not  too  heavy,  and  the 
plane  of  the  bar^  is  held  vertical,  SC 
A.  D  being  above  EF,  this  latter  will  be 

^-  ***■  lifted  by  the  tension  of  the  film. 

Another  very  striking  illustration  of  the  existence  of  snr&ce- 
tension  is  obtained  thns : — Take  a  circnlar  brass  wire,  A  (Fig. 
263) :  dip  it  into  tbe  soap 
solution,  thns  covering 
its  are*  on  withdrawal 
with  a  thin  film  (repre- 
sented by  the  shading) ; 
now  form  a  loop  of  a 
piece  of  thread  and  place 
it  gently  on  the  surface 
*V-  »63.  of  the  aim.     This  loop 

is  represented  bj  a&  in  the  fignre.  Now  perforate  the  film  inside 
the  loop  by  a  pin  or  fine  wire,  and  instantly  the  loop  of  thread  is 
drawn  out  into  a  circle,  e,  by  the  contracting  film. 

This  experiment  illustnites  not  only  the  existence  of  surface- 
tenmon,  bat  also  another  property  to  which  we  shall  presently  refer.* 
At  tbe  temperature  20°C.  the  sur&tce-tension  of  wat«T  in  con- 
tact with  air  is  81  dynes  per  centimetre ;  for  mercury  in  contact 
with  air  it  is  540  dynes  per  centimMre ;  and  for  mercury  in  con- 
tact with  water  4  ]  8  dynes  per  centimetre  (see  Everett's  Units  and 
Pki/tieal  CoiutanU,  p.  42). 

For  the  best  method  of  measuring  suriace-ten^on.  and  verify- 
ing its  independence  of  the  curvature  of  the  sur&ce,  tbe  reader 
may  consult  Plateau's  Siaiique  Exp^mentale  el  Th^orique  des 

*  Nunely,  (he  prDport/  of  minlmmn  tnft,  Ait.  39G. 
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Liquids  soumis  aux  seules  Forces  Moi^laires,  vol.  i.,  pp.  272,  &c. 
This  work  abounds  in  beautiful  illustrations  of  the  forms  assumed 
by  liquid  films,  and  contains  precise  information  on  all  the  details 
necessary  for  experiments. 

293.]  Forms  of  Liquid  Siirftboes.  The  molecules  of  a  liquid 
which  lie  on  its  bounding  surface — that  is,  its  surface  of  contact 
with  a  solid  or  with  a  fluid — experience  attraction  firom  other 
molecules  of  the  liquid  which  are  at  infinitely  small  distances 
&om  them.  Thus,  a  molecule  at  any  point,  P,  on  the  bounding 
surface  will  experience  attraction  A:om  all  the  liquid  molecules 
which  lie  in  a  hemisphere  having  P  as  centre  and  an  extremely 
small  radius,  PQ.  The  distance  PQ  is  called  the  radius  of  mole- 
cular activity,  the  attraction  of  two  molecules  separated  by  a 
distance  greater  than  PQ  being  insensible.''^  U  at  each  point  P 
on  the  surfEice  we  measure  ofi*  the  distance  PQ  along  the  normal, 
the  Q  points  form  a  layer  parallel  to  the  bounding  surface  such  that 
the  surface  molecules  are  unacted  upon  by  the  layers  below  this  one. 

If  also  we  produce  the  normal  at  P  into  the  surrounding 
medium — i.e.  the  solid  body,  or  air,  or  any  superincumbent 
fluid — the  liquid  molecule  at  P  will  be  acted  upon  by  a  mole- 
cule of  this  medium  at  a  certain  distance  PQ^  along  this  normal^ 
and  by  all  molecules  whose  distances  from  P  are  less  than  PQ\ 
We  shall  thus  have  another  layer  of  molecules  in  the  medium 
defining  the  limits  within  which  the  surficuM  molecules  of  the 
liquid  are  acted  upon  by  those  of  the  medium. 

Now,  without  any  k  priori  knowledge  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
radius  of  molecular  activity  either  for  the  liquid  or  for  the  body 
in  contact  with  it,  it  can  be  shown  (as  was  first  shown  by  Laplace, 
M^c.  C/l,,  supplement  to  Book  X.)  that  at  any  point,  P,  on  the 
liquid  sur&ce  the  force  per  unit  area  due  to  the  effective  molecular 
attractions  of  the  liquid  itself  and  of  the  medium  with  which  th^ 
liquid  is  in  contact  is  of  the  form 

where  A  and  N  are  constants  for  the  same  liquid  and  same  sur- 
rounding medium,  provided  the  temperature  is  constant,  and 
JS^)  ^2  ^^^  ^^^  principal  radii  of  curvature  of  the  liquid  surface  at 

*  The  fact  ihhi  a  liquid  rises  to  the  same  height  in  a  capillary  tube,  whateyw 
its  thicknest,  provided  its  internal  diameter  is  constant,  is  supposed  to  justify  this 
assumption. 

N  2 
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P,  both  principal  sections  being  supposed  to  be  convex  towards  the 
mediumatP.  If  both  are  c(>»^ar^  towards  the  medium,  the  molecular 
force  per  unit  area  is  ^1        1  ^ 

and  if  one  is  concave,  the  corresponding  radius  of  curvature  is  to 
be  taken  negatively  in  (1). 

The  quantity  N  is  the  surface-tension  of  the  liquid  when  in 
xx>ntact  with  the  given  medium.  With  regard  to  the  constant 
A  nothing  appears  to  have  been  determined  (Clerk  Maxwell's 
Article  on  Capillary  Action  in  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica)^  except 
that  it  is  much  greater  than  the  term  depending  on  curvature. 

From  the  expression  (1)  it  appears  that  even  when  the  liquid 
surface  is  plane,  there  is  normal  pressure  at  each  point  due  to 
molecular  action.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  about  any  point  on 
the  surface  only  one-half  of  the  sphere  of  influencing  molecules 
can  be  described.  A  molecule  at  a  finite  distance  from  the  surface 
would  be  subject,  on  the  contrary,  to  molecular  attractions  in  all 
directions  round  it. 

Suppose,  then,  a  liquid  mass  not  acted  upon  by  any  external 
forces.  For  such  a  mass  the  expression  (1)  must  be  constant  all 
over  its  surface,  i.  e.  j        j        j 

at  all  points  on  the  sur&ce.'^  A  drop  of  olive  oil  in  a  mixture  of 
water  and  alcohol,  which  is  made  to  have  the  same  specific  gravity 
as  the  oil,  will  be  an  approximation  to  such  a  liquid  mass ;  and 
by  seizing  this  drop  between  two  wires  in  the  shapes  of  any  closed 
curves,  or  by  allowing  the  drop  to  form  round  a  solid  of  any  shape 
held  in  the  suspending  liquid  mixture  by  a  very  fine  wire,  we  can 
obtain  as  many  figures  of  liquid  surfaces  as  we  please,  each  satis- 
fying equation  (3).  A  full  description  of  beautiful  experiments 
of  this  kind  will  be  found  in  M.  Plateau's  work  just  quoted. 

If  in  (a)  of  last  Article  we  have  F^  constant  and  also  N  con- 
stant, we  have  a  surface  satisfying  equation  (3),  i.e.  its  form 
will  be  one  of  those  assumed  by  a  liquid  surface  under  the 
conditions  just  described. 

Instead  of  obtaining  such  surfaces  by  means  of  drops  of  oil, 
we  may  very  easily  obtain  beautiAil  illustrations  of  them  by 
means  of  soap  bubbles.     A  soap  bubble  is  a  thin  liquid  film 

*  Thie  result  will  be  deduced  in  a  note  at  the  end  of  the  Volume. 
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which  is  in  contact  with  air  at  both  sides  of  the  sorfEice.  When 
it  is  blown  out  through  the  end  of  a  tube,  its  siu&ce  is  spherical, 
and  the  normal  intensity  of  external  force,  F^,  is  the  excess  of 
the  air  pressure  per  unit  area  inside  over  that  outside — assuming 
that  the  film  is  so  thin  that  its  weight  per  unit  area  is  wholly 
negligible.  For  this  case,  if  £  is  the  radius  of  the  sphere,  the 
intensity  of  pressure  on  the  outer  (convex)  surfiEbce  due  to 
molecular  attraction  is  2N 

while  on  the  inner  sur&ce  the  intensity  of  pressure  due  to 
the  same  cause  is  oJV 

Hence  the  resultant  intensity  of  pressure  due  to  this  cause  is 

B  ' 
and  if  jD  is  the  exeetg  of  internal  air  pressure  over  external  air 
pressure  per  unit  area,  we  have 

AN 

Hence  for  all  sizes  of  the  bubble  we  have  p  .  R  constant. 

For  any  shape  of  the  film,  the  resultant  of  the  molecular  pres- 
sure intensities  exerted  at  any  point  on  both  sides  is 

and  if  the  excess  of  air  pressure  is,  as  before,  p,  we  have 

If  jD  =  0,  i.e.  if  the  inner  and  outer  surfaces  are  both  in  contact 
with  the  atmosphere,  we  must  have 

that  is,  the  two  principal  curvatures  are  equal  and  opposite  at  all 
points  on  the  sur&ce. 

Several  possible  forms  of  equilibrium  of  films  are  at  once 
obvious.  Thus,  a  closed  surface  consisting  of  a  cylinder  ter- 
minated by  two  spherical  caps  is  obviously  possible ;  and  if  r  is 
the  radius  of  the  cylinder  and  /  that  of  the  sphere,  the  left-hand 

1  2 

side  of  (6)  is  -  all  over  the  cylindrical  portion,  and  -7-  over  the 

spherical  ends ;  therefore  /  =s  2r. 
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This  figure  is  very  easily  produced  thus.  Take  two  wires, 
each  formed  into  a  circle  (two  or  three  inches  in  diameter) ; 
support  one  circle  horizontally  on  three  legs  (each  about  two 
inches  high) ;  by  means  of  a  thread  fastened  at  three  points  on 
the  cireumfereuce  suspend  the  other  circle  with  its  plane  parallel 
to  that  of  the  first  circle,  vertically  over  this  circle,  the  distance 
between  the  planes  of  the  circles  being  about  three  inches ;  then 
dip  the  end  of  a  glass  tube  in  the  soap  solution,  and  through 
this  end  blow  a  bubble  between  the  two  wires,  enlarging  the 
bubble  until  it  attains  complete  contact  with  each  circle.  The 
surface  of  the  bubble  will  then  form  a  film  between  the  two 
circles,  and  each  wire  will  be  covered  with  a  spherical  cap. 

By  raising  the  upper  circle,  or  lowering  it,  the  radii  of  the 
spheres  can  be  diminished  or  increased,  and  the  cylindrical  form 
obtained. 

The  persistence  of  these  films  is  greatly  increased  by  adding 
glycerine  to  the  soap  and  water,  and  by  this  means  M.  Plateau 
has  obtained  films  which  lasted  for  1 8  hours. 

Again,  having  obtained  the  cylinder  with  two  spherical  ends, 
rupture  the  spherical  caps  by  driving  a  wire  or  a  glass  rod  down 
through  them  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the  axis  of  the  cylinder. 
The  portion  of  surfiEuse  connecting  the  circular  wires  will  remain, 
but  its  shape  instantly  alters  from  that  of  a  cylinder,  becoming 
a  surface  generated  by  the  revolution  of  a  catenary  round  its  axis. 
For  in  this  case,  as  /?  =  0,  the  surface  satisfies  equation  (7) ;  and 
as  the  surface  is  one  of  revolution,  its  two  principal  radii 
of  curvature  at  any  point  are  the  radius  of  curvature  of  the 
meridian,  or  revolving  curve,  and  the  normal  terminated  by 
the  axis  of  revolution.  Now  it  is  well  known  that  the  catenary 
is  the  curve  in  which  these  are  equal  and  opposite. 

The  figure  of  the  film  thus  formed  is  called  a  Cafenoid. 

Of  films  whose  surfiices  are  surfaces  of  revolution  there  are 
three  classes  which  have  been  experimentally  investigated  by 
Plateau.     We  proceed  to  deduce  their  forms  analytically. 

Let  p  be  the  radius  of  curvature  at  any  point,  P,  of  the 
meridian,  and  n  the  length  of  the  normal  between  P  and  the 
axis  of  revolution.     Then  (6)  becomes 

Let  A  (Fig.  264)  be  a  plane  circular  iron  wire,  two  or  three 
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inches  in  diameter,  lying  horizontally  over  a  table ;  suspended 
vertically  over  it  let  there  be  another  circular  wire,  B,  of  the  same 
or  diflTerent  diameter,  both  having  been  previously  moistened 
with  the  liquid,  and  blow  through  one  end  of  a  tube  a  soap  bubble 
until  its  surface  comes 
into  contact  with  both 
wires.  Then  the  film 
will  assume  a  figure  of 
revolution  between  the 
wires  terminating  in 
spherical  caps  (not  re- 
presented in  the  figure)  ilg.  264. 
covering     the     wires. 

The  air  inside  it  will  have  no  communication  with  the  outside 
air.  By  causing  B  to  approach  or  to  recede  from  A,  the  figure 
of  the  film  will  be  altered. 

Let  AB  be  the  axis  of  revolution,  Pt  the  tangent  to  the 
meridian  at  P,  and  Pm  and  Pn  the  ordinate  and  normal.  Let 
s  be  the  length  of  the  arc  of  the  meridian  measured  from  some 
fixed  point  at  the  left  of  P  up  to  P ;  let  LPtm  =  d,  and  Pm  =  jr. 

Then  (8)  becomes         rf^     cos^      1 

(9) 


-T.^ 


y 


— > 

a 


2N 


where  a  is  put  for  —  •     Again,  y  =  sin  d,  so  that  (9)  becomes 

—y  sin  ^  d^  +  cos  6dy  =  -dy. 
Integrating  this  (since  it  holds  at  all  points),  we  have 

where  ^  is  a  constant ;  or,  finally,  if  Pn  =  w. 

Now  if  j9  is  the  perpendicular  from  the  focus  of  an  ellipse 
on  the  tangent  at  any  point,  and  r  the  distance  of  this  point 
from  the  focus,  we  have 

p^(\^l^^^,  (11) 

where  a  and  b  are  the  semiaxes.     Comparing  (10)  and  (11),  we 
see  that  P  is  the  focus  of  an  ellipse  touching  the  line  AB 
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at  »,  the  semiaxes  of  this  ellipse  being  a  (or  — ^  and  V2ah^  or 

2A  / y  and  this  ellipse  is  therefore  invariable  whatever  be 

the  position  of  P  on  the  meridian. 

Hence*  the  meridian  curve  of  the  film  is  the  locus  of  the  focus 
of  a  given  ellipse  which  rolls  along  the  line  AB,  The  conic 
being  an  ellipse,  the  locus  is  called  an  Unduloid,  and  is  the 
curve  actually  represented  in  the  figure. 

If  the  rolling  conic  is  a  parabola,  the  locus  of  its  focus  is 
a  catenary,  and  the  surface  of  the  film  is  the  catenoid,  already 
discussed. 

If  the  rolling  conic  is  a  hyperbola,  the  locus  of  the  focus 
is  a  curve  having  a  series  of  loops,  and  the  corresponding  shape 
of  the  film  is  called  a  Nodaid. 

The  Nodoid  is  produced  in  the  same  way  as  the  Unduloid, 
the  greater  or  less  distance  between  the  parallel  rings  between 
which  the  bubble  is  blown  determining  the  character  of  the 
surface;  but  it  is  obvious  that  only  the  portion  between  two 
nodes  can  be  actually  obtained.  This  curve  resembles  that  of 
the  third  class  of  elastic  curves  (see  Fig.  269,  next  chapter). 
The  names  of  these  curves  have  been  given  them  by  M.  Plateau. 

294.]  Conneotion  with  Elliptic  Integrals.  The  abscissa  and 
ordinate  in  the  Unduloid  and  Nodoid  are  readily  expressible 
in  terms  of  Elliptic  Functions.     If  in  (10)  of  last  Article  for  11 

we  put  y^y  we  obtain 

.      (f  +  2aA)dy 


^  ^f^^a(a^K)f^^a^h^ 


=  ±dx. 


—=lM=.dy=^dx,  (1) 

by  putting  a^  +  jS^  =  4a2— 4aA,  and  a/3  =  +  2ah ;  so  that  a  and 
fi  are  the  greatest  and  least  values  of  the  ordinate.  Make  the 
usual  substitution,    ^2  -  ^2  ^^2^  ^  ^2 gi^a  0.  (2) 

*  This  Theorem  ia  dae  to  Delaunaj. 
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Then,  putting  i*  =  — y~  '  ^®  ^^® 

jf  =  aA(<^),  (3) 

^  =  (aA<^±^)rf«.  (4) 

When   ^  =  0,  ^  =  a,  and  when  ^  =  -,  ^  =  ^.     Henoe  in 

Fig.  262  if  D  and  j?  are  the  points  of  maximum  and  minimum 

ordinate,  all  values  of  ^  between  0  and  -  correspond  to  points  on 

the  curve  between  JD  and  E ;  and  as  x  increases  with  ^,  we  take 
a  positive  sign  outside  the  brackets  in  (4). 
The  abscissa  is  given  by  the  equation 

X  =  aE{4>)±pF{4>).  (6) 

Since  in  the  Unduloid  the  tangent  can  never  be  parallel  to 

clx 
the  axis  of  y,  we  can  never  have  —  =  0,  therefore  the  +  sign 

in  the  numerator  of  the  left-hand  side  of  (l)  belongs  to  the 
Unduloid  and  the  —  sign  to  the  Nodoid.     Hence  also  in  (5) 
the  +  and  —  signs  correspond  to  these  curves. 
Again,  we  have  in  the  Unduloid 

dx  a  +  p  ,„ 

—  ak^  -J-  =    .    ,        ^— a^tan<f), 
ay      sm<^cos^ 

so  that  -7-3  will  vanish  when 


tan<^=  ^  q'  orjr=  ^o^, 


and  there  is  a  point  of  inflexion  at  the  corresponding  point. 

If  *  is  the  length  of  the  arc  between  B  and  any  point,  P, 
on  the  curve,  we  find       ^      /    ,  on   ^ . 

and  the  area  of  the  surface  generated  by  the  revolution  of  DP 
about  the  axis  of  a?  is      ^      /    ,  o\    T?fA\ 

If  a  =  /3,  the  surface  becomes  a  cylinder. 

When  a  is  slightly  different  from  /3  (i.e.  when  l^  is  small), 
the  form  of  the  meridian  curve  is  that  of  a  curve  of  sines,  as  is 
easily  proved. 
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at  «,  the  semiaxes  of  this  ellipse  being  a  ^or  — )  and  ^2ah^  or 

>  and  this  ellipse  is  therefore  invariable  whatever  be 

the  position  of  P  on  the  meridian. 

Hence  ^  the  meridian  curve  of  the  film  is  the  locos  of  the  focus 
of  a  given  ellipse  which  rolls  along  the  line  AB.  The  conic 
being  an  ellipse,  the  locus  is  called  an  Unduloid,  and  is  the 
curve  actually  represented  in  the  figure. 

If  the  rolling  conic  is  a  parabola,  the  locus  of  its  focus  is 
a  catenary,  and  the  surface  of  the  film  is  the  catenoid,  already 
discussed. 

If  the  rolling  conic  is  a  hyperbola,  the  locus  of  the  focus 
is  a  curve  having  a  series  of  loops,  and  the  corresponding  shape 
of  the  film  is  called  a  Nodoid. 

The  Nodoid  is  produced  in  the  same  way  as  the  Unduloid, 
the  greater  or  less  distance  between  the  parallel  rings  between 
which  the  bubble  is  blown  determining  the  character  of  the 
sur&ce ;  but  it  is  obvious  that  only  the  portion  between  two 
nodes  can  be  actually  obtained.  This  curve  resembles  that  of 
the  third  class  of  elastic  curves  (see  Fig.  269,  next  chapter). 
The  names  of  these  curves  have  been  given  them  by  M.  Plateau. 

294.]  Conneotion  with  Elliptic  Integrals.  The  abscissa  and 
ordinate  in  the  Unduloid  and  Nodoid  are  readily  expressible 
in  terms  of  Elliptic  Functions.     If  in  (10)  of  last  Article  for  u 

we  put  y  ^  *  we  obtain 

(/  +  2a*)^=2ay, 

.-.     (j^2  ^.  2  ahf  (dx^  +  rf/)  =  4  ay  da^, 
(f'¥2aA)dy 


V^y^  +  4a(a-A)f--4a^A^ 


=  ±dx, 


or  3^±Q^     — dy^J^dx,  (1) 

by  putting  a*  +  j8*  =  4a^— 4a^,  and  a^  =  +  2fl^  ;  so  that  a  and 
/9  are  the  greatest  and  least  values  of  the  ordinate.  Make  the 
usual  substitution,    ^2  _,  ^2 ^^2^  ^  ^%^^% ^^  (2) 


*  This  Theorem  is  dae  to  DeUcmay. 
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Then,  putting  P  =  — y~  '  ^®  ^^® 

j^  =  aA(<^),  (3) 

dx=^(a/!i^4>±^d4>.  (4) 

IT 

When   <^  =  0,  ^  =  a,  and  when  <^  =  - ,  jr  =  )8.     Hence  in 

Fig.  262  if  i>  and  J?  are  the  points  of  maximum  and  minimum 

ordinate,  all  values  of  <^  between  0  and  -  correspond  to  points  on 

the  curve  between  1)  and  E ;  and  as  x  increases  with  0,  we  take 
a  positive  sign  outside  the  brackets  in  (4). 
The  abscissa  is  given  by  the  equation 

x=zaE(<l>)±fiF{4>).  (5) 

Since  in  the  Unduloid  the  tangent  can  never  be  parallel  to 

the  axis  of  ^,  we  can  never  have  —  =  0,  therefore  the  +  sign 

in  the  numerator  of  the  left-hand  side  of  (l)  belongs  to  the 
Unduloid  and  the  —  sign  to  the  Nodoid.     Hence  also  in  (5) 
the  +  and  —  signs  correspond  to  these  curves. 
Again,  we  have  in  the  Unduloid 

^dx  a  +  fi  -2 

—  aAT  -J-  =  -: — -— a^^tand), 

ay      sm<^cos<^ 

d^x 
so  that  -7-5  will  vanish  when 
df 


tan<^=  /\/^>  ory=  Vafi, 


and  there  is  a  point  of  inflexion  at  the  corresponding  point. 

If  *  is  the  length  of  the  arc  between  D  and  any  point,  P, 
on  the  curve,  we  find       ^      /    »  o\   ^ 

and  the  area  of  the  surface  generated  by  the  revolution  of  DP 
about  the  axis  of  a?  is     „      /    ,  a\    jp/^\ 

If  a  =  iS,  the  surface  becomes  a  cylinder. 

When  a  is  slightly  different  from  /3  (i.e.  when  I^  is  small), 
the  form  of  the  meridian  curve  is  that  of  a  curve  of  sine*,  as  is 
easily  proved. 


186  THE   PEINCIPLB    OF   VIRTUAL   WORK.  [295. 

295.]  Minimum  Property  of  Films.  If  we  seek  to  determine 
the  general  equation  of  a  surface  which,  subject  to  encloeing 
a  given  volume,  has  a  minimum  area,  we  obtain  the  equation 

(a  being  a  constant),  which  gives  us  the  general  property 

111  .  , 

at  every  point  on  the  sur&ce.  Now  this  is,  by  (3),  Art.  293, 
precisely  the  general  property  of  the  surfsices  of  films  and  of 
liquids  unacted  upon  by  external  bodily  force. 

The  connection  between  the  two  problems  might  have  been 
foreseen  by  the  principle  of  minimum  or  maximum  Static  Energy, 
combined  with  the  &ct  that  the  surface-tension  is  a  constant  for 
all  forms  of  the  film.  For  if  N  and  S  are  the  surface-tension 
and  area  of  the  film,  since  (Art.  291)  iV  can  be  regarded  as  the 
Static  Energy  per  unit  area,  the  product 

is  the  total  potential  work  of  the  forces  of  the  system,  and  this 
is  simply  p'-oportional  to  the  area  of  the  surface.     (See  p.  178.) 

Hence  the  question  of  the  stability  or  instability  of  any  of 
the  forms  of  liquid  surfaces  can  be  exhibited  in  the  following 
form:  Subject  to  its  bounding  conditions,  is  the  area  of  the 
surface  greater  or  less  than  that  of  any  surface  differing  infinitely 
little  from  it  and  satisfying  the  same  differential  equation, 

±  +  -1  =  1? 

R-^      R^      A 

The  determination  of  the  nature  of  the  equilibrium  in  this 
way  will  often,  however,  be  very  troublesome,  inasmuch  as  the 
comparison  of  the  areas  will  involve  the  retention  of  small  quan- 
tities to  at  least  the  second  order;  for  the  deduction  of  the  general 
equation  (a)  satisfied  by  all  the  surfaces  under  comparison  has 
been  made  by  the  retention  of  small  quantities  of  the  first 
order. 

In  this  way  M.  Mathieu  (T/iearie  de  la  CapiUarite^  pp.  73,  Sec.) 
has  discussed  the  stability  of  a  cylinder  of  oil  formed  between 
two  equal  circular  plates  in  Plateau's  glycerine  mixture,  and  he 
arrives  at  the  result  that  the  figure  is  stable  only  for  distances 
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between  the  plates  greater  than  the  semicircumference  and  less 
than  the  circumference  of  either  plate. 

296.]  StabiUty  of  the  Catenoid.  Clerk  Maxwell  (Article  on 
Capillary  Action,  Encyclop,  Brit.)  has  applied  a  simple  and  in- 
genious method  to  the  determination  of  the  Stability  of  the 
^^atenoid,  without  the  direct  consideration  of  minimum  area. 

Thus,  let  B  and  C  (Fig.  222,  Art.  186)  be  two  fixed  points, 
and  Ox  a  fixed  right  line  parallel  to  BC, 

Then  there  are  two  catenaries  which  pass  through  B  and  C 
and  have  Ox  for  their  common  axis.  For,  if  BC  =  2  A,  and  the 
distances  of  B  and  C  from  Ox  are  each  equal  to  r,  we  have 

h        h 

2r  =  c(ef^ +  <?"*)» 

and  it  is  very  easy  to  prove  that  only  two  (if  any)  real  values 
of  c  can  be  found  to  satisfy  this  equation;  i.e.  there  can  be 
drawn  only  two  catenaries.  Let  these  catenaries  be  BAC  and 
BA^C  (the  latter  not  represented  in  the  figure),  the  vertex,  A\ 
of  the  second  being,  suppose,  between  0  and  A.  Every  catenary 
lying  above  BAC  and  every  catenary  lying  below  BA'C  has  its 
horizontal  axis  lying  below  Ox ;  and  every  catenary  lying  between 
BAC  and  BA'C  has  its  axis  above  Ox, 

Now,  supposing  Oo?  to  be  the  bne  joining  the  centres  of  the 
two  parallel  circular  wires  between  which  is  formed  a  soap  film, 
these  wires  passing  through  B  and  C,  the  catenoids  generated 
by  the  revolution  of  BAC  and  of  BA^C  are  possible  figures  of 
equilibrium. 

Draw  a  catenary  BaC  slightly  above  BAC]  let  it  revolve 
round  Ox^  and  consider  whether  positive  or  negative  work  should 
be  done  on  a  film  coinciding  with  the  catenoid  BAC  in  order  to 
make  it  coincide  with  the  quasi-catenoid  BaC. 

Let  P  be  any  point  on  BaC\  draw  the  normal  at  P  meeting 
Ox  in  n  and  the  horizontal  axis  of  BaC  in  m.  Then  the  radius 
of  curvature  of  this  curve  at  P  is  equal  and  opposite  to  Pm^  and 
therefore  the  principal  radii  of  the  surface  generated  by  the 
revolution  of  the  curve  round  Ox  are  Pn  and  —Pm,  so  that 
the  sum  of  its  curvatures  measured  towards  the  interior  of  this 
quasi-catenoid  is  .  . 

which  is  positive.     Now  if  /?  is  the  intensity  of  the  pressure 
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excess  which  most  be  applied  to  the  snr&oe  at  P  to  keep  the 
film  in  equilibriam  in  the  figure  of  the  quasi-catenoid,  we  have 

J L  -  ^  (R\ 

Pn      Pm''2N'  ^'^^ 

(Art.  293),  and  p  must  therefore  be  applied  as  an  outward  pressure, 
i.e.  in  the  sense  nP.  This  holds  at  all  points  on  the  quasi- 
catenoid  AaC^  since  (a)  is  everywhere  positive.  Hence  to  change 
the  film  from  the  catenoid  BAC  to  the  quasi-catenoid  BaCy 
requires  positive  work,  and  there  is  therefore  no  tendency  to 
such  a  displacement  (Art.  274). 

Again,  draw  a  catenary  B^C  very  slightly  below  BAC. 
Since  its  axis  is  higher  than  Ox^  Pm  is  now  kPu^  and  the  sum 
of  its  principal  curvatures  at  every  point  is  positive  towards  the 
exterior  of  the  film,  so  that  this  involves  a  pressure  excess,  p^ 
directed  towards  the  interior;  i. e.  positive  work  would  be 
required  to  change  the  eatendid  BAC  into  the  quasi-catenoid 
B^C.     The  catenoid  BAC  is,  therefore,  stable. 

In  precisely  the  same  way,  if  we  consider  the  work  which 
would  be  required  to  change  the  catenoid  BA^C  into  a  very  close 
quasi-catenoid  above  it,  we  see  that  this  work  is  negative,  so 
that  there  is  a  tendency  to  this  displacement ;  and  if  the  slight- 
est motion  in  this  direction  is  given  to  the  film,  it  will  move 
continually  up  to  coincidence  with  the  stable  catenoid  BAC. 
To  change  the  film  BA'C  into  a  quasi-catenoid  below  it  requires, 
in  the  same  way,  negative  work.  Hence  a  displacement  in  this 
direction  would  increase  indefinitely,  and  the  catenoid  BA'C  is, 
therefore,  unstable. 

It  is  easily  seen  that  the  tangents  at  B  and  C  to  the  upper 
(stable)  catenoid  intersect  above  the  axis  Ox  of  the  catenaiy, 
while  those  drawn  to  the  unstable  catenoid  intersect  below  it. 
This  form  of  the  criterion  of  the  stability  or  instability  is  given 
by  Clerk  Maxwell  in  the  ArtLsle  referred  to. 

It  is*  understood,  of  course^  that  the  ends  of  the  catenoid  are 
open  to  the  external  air  and  not  closed  by  plates.  If  they  are 
closed,  the  equilibrium  will  in  all  cases  be  necessarily  stable — 
the  film  being  presumed  strong  enough  to  resist  rupture  from 
slight  motions. 
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EQUILIBRIUM   OF   STRINGS  AND   SPRINGS. 

297.]  Tangential  and  Normal  Besolutions.  We  now  pro- 
pose to  complete  the  discassion  of  the  equilibrimn  of  flexible 
strings  by  considering  the  case  in  which  the  external  forces  are 
not  coplanar. 

Reverting  to  Fig.  221  of  Chapter  XII,  consider  the  equilibriam 
of  the  element  PQ  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  string.  Then  the 
external  force  per  unit  mass  at  P  will  be,  as  before,  of  the  form 
<l>  {x,  y,  r),  where  (x,  y,  z)  are  the  co-ordinates  of  P ;  and  the 
external  force  exerted  on  PQ  will  be 

0  (a?,  y,  z)  X  k<rd8^  or  kaFdSy 

where  i  and  <r  are  the  density  and  area  of  normal  section  at  P. 

Now,  the  element  PQ  is  kept  in  equilibriam  by  three  forces 
— namely,  the  tension  (T)  at  P,  the  tension  (T+dT)  at  Q,  and 
the  external  force  (ia-Fds),  which  acts  at  the  middle  point  of  PQ. 

These  three  forces  must  be  coplanar  and  meet  in  a  point. 
Now,  the  two  tensions  act  along  two  consecutive  tangents  to 
the  string,  and  as  the  plane  of  two  consecutive  tangents  to  any 
curve  in  space  is  the  osculating  plane,  we  see  that — 

TAe  resultant  applied  force  at  any  point  of  a  flexible  string  acts 
in  the  osculating  plane  of  the  string  at  the  point. 

If  the  string  is  stretched  over  any  smooth  surface  by  means 
of  two  forces  applied  at  its  extremities,  the  only  applied  force 
which  is  continuously  distributed  throughout  the  string  is  the 
reaction  of  the  surface ;  and  as  this  reaction  is  everywhere 
normal  to  the  surface,  we  see  that — 

A  string  which  is  stretched  along  any  smooth  surface,  and  acted 
on  by  no  external  forces,  except  the  reaction  of  the  surface  and  two 
terminal  tensions,  has  its  osculating  plane  at  every  point  normal  to 
the  surface. 
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The  string  in  this  case  assumes  the  form  of  a  shortest  line,  or 
peodesic,  on  the  surface. 

Let  Pi  be  the  tangent  and  Pn  the  normal  at  P ;  let  dS  be 
the  angle  between  the  tangents  at  P  and  Q ;  and  let  (p  be  the 
angle  between  Fdm  and  Pi. 

Then,  resolving  along  Pt  the  forces  acting  on  the  element,  we 

^ve  (r+rfr)cosd^  +  *<rJ^cos0rf*-r=  0; 

but  cosd^  =  1,  neglecting  (doy ;  therefore  this  equation  gives 

dT 

^  +  *0ri^COS  <^  =  0,  (1) 

which  asserts  that  the  rate  of  variation  of  the  tension  per  unit 
of  length  along  the  string  is  numerically  equal  to  the  tangential 
component  of  the  applied  force  per  unit  of  length. 

Again,  resolving  the  forces  along  Pn,  the  normal,  we  have 

{T+dT)smde-JkaPBm<l>ds  =  0, 
or  since  p,  the  radius  of  curvature  at  P,  is  equal  to  -r^  * 

T 

i<ri^8in6=0,  (2) 

P 
which  asserts  that  the  curvature  of  the  string  at  any  point  is 
equal  to  the  normal  force  per  unit  of  length  divided  by  the 
tension. 

From  (1)  we  have    T  =^  C^/kaFcos<l>ds, 

where  (7  is  an  arbitrary  constant.  Now,  cos</>^  is  the  pro- 
jection of  ds  on  the  direction  of  F.     Denoting  this  projection 

^y^f^  T=  C^-fiaFd/.  (3) 

But  fkcfFdf  is  evidently  the  potential  of  the  applied  forces  if 
they  are  a  conservative  system.  Hence,  if  7  and  Tq  denote 
the  potentials  at  two  points  in  the  string  at  which  the  tension 
are  r and  7^,  we  have     y=y^(^«.^)  (4) 

or  the  difference  of  the  teneums  at  any  two  points  is  equal  to  the 
difference  of  the  potentials — ^a  result  which  we  shall  find  to  be 
true  also  in  the  case  in  which  the  string  rests  on  a  smooth 
sur&ce. 

298.]  Equations  of  Equilibrium.  Let  the  force  F  acting  on 
the  unit  mass  at  any  point  P  whose  co-ordinates  are  x,y,z  be 
resolved  into  three  components,  X,  JT,  Z  parallel  to  three  fixed 


k 
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rectangular  axes.  Then  the  components  acting  on  the  element 
PQ  are  icrXds,  itrYds,  iaZds,  Also  the  components  of  the 
tension  acting  on  the  extremity  P  are 

^T—,     -y^       ^T—' 
ds  da*  ds  ' 

the  components  of  this  tension  are  affected  with  negative  signs, 
since,  when  the  element  PQ  is  considered  apart,  the  tension  at 
P  will  be  directed  towards  the  left-hand  side  of  Pig.  aai,  where 
the  origin  of  co-ordinates  is  supposed  to  be. 

These  components  of  the  tension  will  at  any  point  be  fxmctions 
of  the  length  of  the  arc  measured  from  some  origin  point.  A,  of 
the  string  up  to  the  point  considered.  Thus,  if  AP  =  *,  we 
shall  have  dx 

and  the  component  of  the  tension  at  Q  is  therefore/(*  +  rf*),  or 

Hence,  for  the  equilibrium  of  PQ,  resolving  forces  parallel  to 
the  axis  of  x,  we  have 

a* 
or,  rejecting  the  terms  which  cancel,  dividing  oat  by  dt,  and 
diminishing  d*  indefinitely,  and  denoting  ia  by  m,  the  mass  per 
unit  length,  ^      jx.  .     ^      ^ 

Simibrly,  ^^(4)  +  ,r=0,  (2) 

iiTp^^Z^O.  (3) 

Performing  the  differentiations,  we  obtain 
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For  the  future  we  shall  systematically  use  (a,  j9,  y)  for  tl: 
direction-angles  of  the  tangent  at  any  point  P  of  a  curve,  tl 
positive  sense  of  this  tangent  being  that  in  which  the  arc, 
measured  up  to  P  from  some  origin  point  on  the  curve,  receive 
a  positive  increase. 

Also  by  (^,  T?,  Q  we  shall  denote  the  direction-angles  of  tl 
radius  of  absolute  curvature  at  P,  taien  in  jxmtive  sense  from  . 
towards  the  centre  of  curvature. 

We  may  suppose  these  angles  to  be  measured  from  lines  draw 
at  P  parallel  to  the  positive  directions  of  the  axes  of  co-ordinate 

Equations  (4),  (5),  (6)  may  then  be  written 


T  dT 

-cosf -f  -7-cosa  +  «»X=  0, 

p  as 

T  dT 

-cost;  +  -3-cos)3  +  «»r=  0, 

p  as 

T  dT 

-cosf +-5-cosy  +  «»^=  0. 
p  as 


Multiplying  these  by  cos  a,  cos)3,  cos  y  and  adding,  we  have 

dT 

where  S  =  the  component  of  the  forces  along  the  positive  sen 
of  the  tangent.     This  equation  gives 

T  =  C^fSds  =  C^fm  (Xdx  +  Ydy  +  Zdz), 

which  is  obviously  the  same  as  (3)  of  last  Article. 

dT 
Again,  eliminating  T  and  -^  from  (7),  (8),  (9),  we  have 

cos  f,     cos  a,     X 

cost;,     cos)3,     JT  =  0, 

cos  f,     cos  y,     Z 

or  Zcos  ^  +  Tcos  <^  +  ^cos  ^  =  0,  (1 

where  (^,  0,  y\f)  are  the  direction-angles  of  the  normal  to  tl 
osculating  plane.  This  equation  asserts — what  is  evident  fro 
first  principles — ^that  the  resultant  external  force  at  any  poii 
lies  in  the  osculating  plane. 

Another  form  of  the  value  of  T  is  obtained  by  integrating  (l 
(2),  (3)  separately,  and  squaring  and  adding.     Thus 

T^  =  {A  -'fmXdsf'\'{B-fmYdsY^(C-/mZdsf,     (1 


299.]  STEING   ON   A   SMOOTH    SUBPAOB.  198 

A,  B,  C  being  constants  which  must  be  determined  after  each 

integration  by  knowing  the  values  of  T-^,  ...  at  the  point  from 
which  s  is  measured. 

Again,  by  multiplying  (7),  (8),  (9)  by  cos  f,  cos  ly,  cos  C  and 

adding,  j* 

-  +  «»P  =  0,  (13) 

P 

where  P  is  the  component  force  along  the  radius  of  curvature  in 

the  positive  sense  (i.e.  towards  the  centre  of  curvature). 

The  equations  of  the  curve  formed  by  the  string  are  obtained 

from  (1),  (2),  (3)  thus,  by  elimination  of  T, 

A—fmX(U  _  B^fmYd%      C-fmZds 

Hi         "         dy         "^         dz  ^     ' 

da  ds  ds 

From  (1 0)  it  follows  that  if  at  no  point  of  tie  string  is  there  any 
component  force  along  the  tangent^  the  tension  will  be  constant 
throughout, 

299.]  String  on  a  Smooth  SurflEkoe.  Now  suppose  that  the 
string,  while  acted  upon  continuously  by  any  forces,  is  placed  on 
a  smooth  surface,  which  produces  at  each  point  a  normal  reaction, 
equal  to  Rds  on  the  element  of  length  ds  at  the  point,  P. 

We  shall  denote  by  (/,  m,  n)  the  direction-angles  of  the  normal 
to  the  surface  in  the  sense  in  which  B  acts  along  the  normal. 
Then  we  have  simply  to  add  the  components  22  cos/,  iZcosm, 
^co8»  to  J,  Yy  and  Zy  respectively  in  equations  (1),  (2),  (3),  or 
(7),  (8),  (9)  of  last  Article^  so  that  our  equations  are  now 

T  dT 

—  cosf +-5-cosa  +  f«X+22cos/=  0,  (1) 
p              ds  ^  ^ 

T  dT 

—  cosi;  +  -7-cos^  +  »*r+i2oosfli=  0,  (2) 
p              as 

T  dT 

—  cosf+:j-cosy  +  «»^-f-Bcos»  =  0.  (3) 
p              ds 

If  0)  is  the  angle  between  the  radius  of  curvature  and  the 

inward  drawn  normal  to  the  surface  at  P  (i.e.  the  normal  drawn 

in  the  sense  opposite  to  that  of  22),  we  have  by  multiplying  these 

by  cos/,  cosm,  cos;^,  and  adding, 

T 

R  +  mN coso)  =  0,  (4) 

P 
N  being  the  normal  force  per  unit  mass  in  the  sense  of  22. 
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By  maltipljing  by  cosa,  oos/3,  cosy  and  adding,  we  have 


(5) 


jnst  as  in  the  case  of  a  free  string. 

Wlien  the  applied  forces  have  a  potential,  F,  the  integral  of 
this  equation,  as  in  Art.  192,  is 

r=r„-(F-r„).  (6) 

In  the  particular  case  in  which  the  string  rests  on  any  smooth 
surface  under  the  influence  of  gravity,  this  equation  gives 

T^T^-mg{y-^y^\  (7) 

the  axis  oiy  being  a  vertical  line.     From  this  it  follows  that  all 

points  at  which  the  tension  is  the  same  lie  in  the  same  horizontal 

plane. 

The  curve  of  equilibrium  of  the  string  is  found  by  eliminating 

7  and  R  from  the  equations  (1),  (2),  (3).     Thus,  if  we  eliminate 

dT 
first  -J-  and  iZ,  we  have 


dx 

du 

H' 

dx 

dy 
d»' 

du 

dz 

du 

d,' 

dz 

=  0, 


(8) 


in  which  f^  =  0  is  the  equation  of  the  given  surface,  so  that 

du  du   du 
cos/:  coBm :  cos«  =  -5- :  -t-  :  -=-  •     The  value  of  jTderived  by  m- 

dx   dy    dz  '^ 

t^^ting  (5)  must  be  substituted  in  (8),  and  we  then  g^t  a 
differential  equation  which,  with  f^  =  0,  determines  the  curve. 

800.]  String  on  a  Bough  Sur&oe.  If  a  string,  acted  on 
by  no  forces,  is  stretched  over  a  rough  sur&ce  it  need  not,  as 
in  the  case  of  a  smooth  sur&ce,  assume  the  form  of  a  geodesic  or 
shortest  line.  One  simple  case  in  which  it  will  be  a  geodesic  is 
that  in  which  it  is  about  to  slip  on  the  surface  at  every  point  in 
the  direction  of  the  tangent  to  the  string  at  this  point. 

Geodedc.  Consider  the  equilibrium  of  an  element,  PQ,  of  the 
string,  whose  length  is  d9,  and  suppose  that  it  is  about  to  slip  in 
the  direction  QP.  The  element  is  acted  upon  by  three  forces — 
namely,  a  tension  T,  at  P,  a  tension  T+dT^  at  Q,  and  the  total 
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resistance  of  the  roagh  surface,  which  must  pass  through  the 
intersection  of  the  tangents  at  P  and  Q. 

It  is  evident  that  we  may  consider  this  total  resistance  as 
acting  at  P,  ultimately,  since  it  is  of  the  form  JR^d^^B^  being 
a  finite  quantity,  and  if  it 
be  assumed  to  act  at  any 
point  between  P  and  Q,  its 
components  in  any  direc- 
tions will  differ  firom  those 
of  the  total  resistance  sup- 
posed to  act  at  P  by  in- 
finitesimals of  the  order  of 
{dif.  Resolve  the  total  re- 
sistance at  P  into  a  normal 
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force,  Rda^  and  a  force  in  the  tangent  plane,  filidsy  jui  being  the 
coefiicient  of  friction  between  the  string  and  the  surface. 

Now  the  component  ixRds  must  act  along  the  tangent  at  P, 
since,  by  hypothesis,  slipping  is  about  to  take  place  along  this 
tangent.  Hence  the  three  forces  T,  T+dT^  and  filida  being  all 
in  the  osculating  plane  of  the  curve  at  P,  the  remaining  force, 
Eds,  must  also  lie  in  this  plane ;  that  is,  the  osculating  plane  at 
every  point  of  the  curve  contains  the  normal  to  the  sur&ce. 
Hence  the  string  assumes  the  form  of  a  geodesic. 

Denoting  the  angle  between  the  tangents  at  Pand  Qhj  dO, 
we  have,  by  resolving  along  the  tangent  at  P, 

dT+tiRds=0.  (!) 

Again,  resolving  along  the  normal  at  P, 

Tde^Rd8=zO.  (2) 

From  (1)  and  (2)  we  have 


dT 


T=C€n^, 


C  being  the  constant  of  integration,  and  0  the  sum  of  the  anffles 
of  contingence^  or  angles  between  successive  tangents  to  the 
string  from  any  chosen  point,  A^  to  the  point,  P.  Let  Tq  be  the 
tension  at  A.    Then  T  =  T^  when  ^  =  0  ;  therefore 

(3) 


T  =  T^e-f^. 


General  Case.  Suppose  now  that  the  string  is  acted  upon  by 
any  forces,  and  that  F  is  the  force  of  friction  per  unit  length  at 
any  point  P,  the  direction  of  this  force  being  in  the  tangent 

o  % 
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plane,  bat  otherwise  unknown.  Let  its  direction-angles  be 
(<»'>  ^9  /)•    Then  with  the  same  notation  as  before, 

T  dT 

—  cosf+^coso  +  «»J+-Bcos/  +  jPcosa'=  0,  (4) 

T  dT 

—  oosi7  +  -T-cos)3  +  wr+iZcosw  +  -Fcos/3'=  0,  (6) 

T  dT 

— cosf+ j-eosy  +fliZ+22cos»  +  i^cos/=  0.  (6) 

Intrinsic  equations,  completely  equivalent  to  the  above,  can 
be  obtained  by  taking  the  axes  of  z^  y,  and  x^  respectively, 
parallel  to  the  normal  (direction  of  22),  the  tangent  (direction 
of  T\  and  a  line  drawn  perpendicular  to  both,  so  that 

If  Q  denotes  the  component  force  per  unit  mass  at  P  along 
the  new  axis  of  x^  and  0  is  the  angle  which  the  direction  of  F 
makes  with  the  tangent,  these  equations  become 

T 

—  sina>  +  mQ  +  ^sin^  =  0,  (7) 

r 

dT 

-^+mS-hFcoBe         =0,  (8) 

T 

cosco  +  mN+B        =  0,  (9) 

P 
the  last  of  which,  therefore,  holds  both  for  a  rough  and  for  a 
smooth  sur&ce. 

Consider  the  particular  case  in  which  there  is  no  continuously 
applied  external  force,  i.  e.  let  iV  =  iS  =  Q  =  0,  and  suppose  that 
slipping  is  about  to  take  place  at  a  point.  Then  at  this  point 
Fzsz  juijB,  and  we  have 

—  =z  —  -//ut^cos^oj— sin^o).  (10) 

At  a  point,  therefore,  at  which  the  osculating  plane  is  in- 
clined at  the  angle  of  friction  to  the  normal  to  the  surface, 
the  tension  is  a  maximum  or  minimum ;  and  if  slipping  is 
about  to  take  place  at  all  points,  the  tension  will  be  constant 
throughout  if  the  osculating  plane  of  the  curve  in  which  the 
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string  is  pkced  makes  thronghont  the  angle  of  friction  with 
the  normal. 

If  the  oscillating  plane  is  everywhere  normal  to  the  stu&ce, 
CO  =  0,  and  therefore  sin^  =  0,  i.e.  the  force  of  friction  acts 
along  the  tangent — as  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  of  the  four 

dT 
forces,  T,  T^  -r-ds,  B,  and  F,  which  keep  an  element  in  equi- 
librium, the  first  three  are  then  coplanar,  so  that  F  must  lie 
in  the  tangent. 

EXAICPLB. 

A  string  whose  weight  may  he  neglected  is  placed  along  a  circtdar 
section  of  a  rough  right  cone  and  is  pulled  at  its  extremities  by  two 
given  forces,  P  and  Q ;  find  the  relation  between  these  forces  when 
the  whole  string  is  about  to  slip,  and  the  direction  of  slipping  at  each 
point. 

Ans.  If  a  =  semi  vertical  angle  of  cone,  fi  =  coefficient  of  friction, 
{  =  length  of  string,  r  =  the  radius  of  the  circle,  and  if  P  is  about 
to  overcome  Q,  ^     

and  the  direction  of  slipping  makes  at  each  point  with  the  tangent 
the  angle  whose  cotangent  is  ^fi* cot* a—  1. 

801.]  Equilibrium  of  an  Extensible  String.  With  the  same 
notation  as  that  employed  in  Art.  196,  the  equations  of  equi- 
librium of  a  flexible  extensible  string  in  the  general  case  will 


be 


mds  =  m^ds^y  (!) 

i.  =  (l+j)d,,.  (2) 


d«=  Vdai'+dy*+dt*,  (4) 

«„=/('•).  («) 

In  general,  then,  the  two  equations  of  the  curve  of  equilibrium 
are  found  by  eliminating  f»,  wt^,  *,  *(,,  Tfrom  these  seven  equa- 
tions. 
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As  before,  we  take  only  two  cases,  viz.  that  in  which  m^  is 

constant,  and  that  in  which  X,  Z,  Z  are  constant. 

Firstly,  consider  m^  constant.  n      a      n 

Then,  multiplying  the  left-hand  sides  of  (3)  by-r-*  -J^i  -^, 

and  adding, 

W. 

while  from  (1)  and  (2)  we  have  m  =  — ^ ;  so  that  (6)  gives 

(1  +  ^)  dT+  m^(Xdx  +  Tdy  +  Zdz)  =  0.  (7) 

Integrating  this  and  patting  Ffor  the  potential  of  the  external 
forces,  per  mass  m^  at  the  point  (a,y,  z\  viz. 

mJ{Xdx  +  Ydy  +  Zdz\ 

we  have  ^(1  +  ^)'=^-^  (8) 

where  ^  is  a  constant. 
Hence  by  (2) 

"'A 


which  gives  %  in  terms  of  «q,  and  therefore  the  extension. 

If  V  and  7'  are  the  potentials  at  two  points  at  which  the 
tensions  are  T  and  f^,  respectively, 

(r-r')(i+!!±^)  =  r-r.  (10) 

The  equations  of  the  cnrve  of  equilibiinm  are  obtained  by 
sabstitating  the  value  of  T  given  by  (8)  in  any  two  of  the 
equations  y     ^    j^ 

Secondly,  suppose  the  external  forces  X,  Z,  ^  to  be  constant. 
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Then,  integrating  equations  (3),  we  have 

T^±  =  B-  Y/m,d,„ 
T^±  =  C-Z/m,d*„ 


(") 


A,  By  C  being  constants.     Squaring  and  adding  these, 

T'  =  {A^X/m,ds,f  +  {£--r/m^ds^y  +  {C^Z/m^ds^f,   (12) 
which  gives  T  in  terms  of  *q.     Suppose 

2'=*K)-  (13) 


Hence  &om  (2) 


s 


=/i 


1+ 


*('o) 


}<^o. 


from  which  the  extension  is  known. 

The  equations  of  the   carve   are  obtained   from   equations 
(1 1)  by  substituting  for  ds  in  terms  of  d*^.    Thus, 

dx  =  (A-X/m^dio)^-  +  ^^}<&o. 
dy  =  {B-r/m,d,,)[l+^^\d»„ 

dz  =  (C-Z/fn,d»,)\l  +  ^^\ds,. 

Integrating  these  and  eliminating  9^,  we  obtain  the  two  equa- 
tions of  the  curve  of  equilibrium. 

302.]  Equilibrium  of  a  Plane  Elastic  Bod.  The  equilibrium 
of  a  string  has  been  investigated,  in  Art.  297,  on  the  supposition 
that  if  we  take  a  normal 
section  of  it  at  any  point, 
P,  the  action  exerted  on 
the  i)ortion  P£  by  the 
remaining  portion  PA 
consists  simply  of  a  force 
directed  along  the  tan- 
gent. The  rod  differs  from 
the  string  in  this — that 
the  internal  action  exerted  on  any  normal  section  is  much  more 
complicated,  being  equivalent  to  a  force,  /,  acting  at  some  point 


«■*» 


fig.  366. 
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of  the  section,  oblique  to  the  tangent,  together  with  a  couple  L. 
In  the  case,  now  before  us,  of  a  rod  lying  wholly  in  one  plane 
and  acted  upon  by  external  forces  and  couples,  also  confined  to 
this  plane,  the  axis  of  the  couple,  i/,  will  at  every  point  be 
perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the  rod.  Indeed,  the  remarks  in 
Art.  103  on  the  nature  of  internal  action,  or  stress,  prepare  us 
for  seeing  this. 

In  the  above  figure  (Fig.  266\  consider  the  nature  of  the  action 
exerted  over  the  normal  section  at  P  on  the  part  PB  by  the 
part  PA,  Near  the  upper,  or  convex,  side  the  bending  has  the 
effect  of  making  the  part  PA  try  to  tear  away  from  PBy  so  that, 
on  the  whole,  there  will  be  in  this  neighbourhood  forces  on  PB 
directed  towards  the  left ;  while  near  the  lower,  or  concave,  side 
of  the  rod  at  P,  the  bending  causes  the  portion  PA  to  push  into 
PB^  and  consequently  the  particles  of  PB  in  this  neighbourhood 
will  experience  forces  directed  towards  the  right  of  the  figure. 

This  state  of  stress  is  roughly  repre- 
^  sented  in  Fig.  267.     If  the  arrows  in 

^^^  it  represent  the  forces  experienced  by 

y^^A  the  individual  molecules  of  the  por- 

^j^^  tion  PB^  it  is  clear  how  such  forces 

^^  might  reduce  to  a  single  force  acting 

Pig.  267.  below  P',  perhaps  a  long  way  off  from 

the  rod;  and  how  this  single  force, 
again,  could  (Art.  79)  be  replaced  by  the  force  /  (Fig.  266) 
acting  at  an  arbitrary  point  of  the  section,  together  with  the 
counter-clockwise  couple  L. 

A  remark,  to  which  we  shall  return  in  the  Chapter  on  Strain 
and  Stress,  may  now  be  made  with  reference  to  the  system  of 
stress  (Fig.  267)  on  the  section  of  the  rod.  It  is  this — that  even 
though  the  normal  section  may  be  extremely  small,  as  in  the 
case  of  a  very  narrow  wire,  the  forces  experienced  by  the  suc- 
cessive molecules  lying  in  the  section  vary  in  both  magnitude 
and  sense  with  enormous  rapidity.  On  an  infinitely  small  area 
of  this  normal  section — such  as  the  surface  of  a  single  atom — the 
stress  action  consists  necessarily  of  a  force  simply — ^without  any 
couple ;  but  the  normal  section  of  even  a  very  thin  wire  contains 
an  infinitely  great  number  of  such  infinitely  small  sur&ces,  and 
therefore  furnishes  abundant  possibility  for  the  enormously  rapid 
change  in  the  magnitude  and  sense  of  the  separate  internal  forces, 
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and  hence  for  that  force  and  couple  to  which,  if  the  wire  be  very 
stiff,  these  individual  forces  must  reduce. 

The  rod^  whose  equilibrium  we  are  considering,  is  supposed,  for 
generality,  to  be  acted  upon  continuously  throughout  its  length 
by  applied  force,  whose  amount  per  unit  length  at  any  point  is 
-F,  together  with  applied  couple,  whose  amount  per  unit  length 
is  G,  A  magnetized  spring  acted  upon,  in  addition  to  any  other 
forces,  by  the  earth's  magnetic  attraction,  gives  an  instance  of 
continuously  distributed  external  couple. 

303.]  Conditions  of  the  Extremities.  Our  figure  represents 
the  rod  as  kept  in  equilibrium  by  continuously  distributed  force 
(Fds)  and  couple,  together  with  two  terminal  forces  at  A  and  B. 
These  terminal  forces  may  be  produced  either  by  direct  pulls 
or  by  fixing  smooth  pins  through  the  extremities,  since  (Art.  103) 
the  pressures  all  round  the  surface  of  a  smooth  cylindrical  axis 
are  equivalent  to  a  single  force  acting  through  the  centre  of 
the  axis. 

Another,  and  essentially  difierent,  state  of  afiairs  at  the  ends 
is  produced  by  fixing  not  only  the  end  itself  but  also  the  tangent 
at  it.  In  this  case  we  shall  speak  of  the  end  as  tangentialltf  fixed. 
It  is  clear  that  this  mode  of  fixture  could  not  be  produced  by 
the  application  of  a  single  force  at  the  end  so  fixed ;  it  would 
require  the  application  of  a  force  and  a  couple  to  the  end. 
In  the  case  of  coplanar  forces  this  force  and  couple  are  equi- 
valent to  a  single  force  acting  at  a  distance  from  the  end 
(Art.  79). 

Pivoting  at  an  extremity  is,  then,  productive  of  a  single  force 
acting  at  the  extremity ;  and  tangential  fixture  is  productive  of 
a  force  and  a  couple  acting  at  it. 

304.]  Equations  of  Equilibrium.  We  now  proceed  to  obtain 
the  equations  connecting  the  stress  with  the  external  forces  and 
couples,  exactly  as  in  the  case  of  a  string.  Consider  the  separate 
equilibrium  of  the  element  PQ.  The  stress  which  it  experiences 
at  P  has  been  already  described ;  over  the  normal  section  at  Q, 
the  stress  will  consist  of  a  slightly  difierent  force,  /+^/,  and  a 
slightly  difierent  couple,  L-\'dL\  while  the  externally  applied 
force  is  Fds^  and  the  externally  applied  couple  is  Gds,  (The  force 
/+  dl  and  the  couple  L-^-dL  are  exerted  by  the  portion  Q-B  on 
Qi^,  and  are  therefore  in  the  senses  represented  in  the  figure.) 

Suppose  the  arc  9  to  be  measured  from  A^  so  that  AP  =  9 ; 
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let  8d9  and  Nd^  be  the  components  of  Fds  along  the  tangent 
tP  and  the  normal  Pti  drawn  towards  the  convex  side  of  the 
carve ;  let  ^  be  the  angle  which  the  tangent  at  P  makes  with 
some  fixed  line  (axis  of  x)  which  we  may,  for  definiteness,  sup- 
pose drawn  at  the  lower  side  of  the  figure,  so  that  the  radius  of 

curvature,  p,  at  P  is  —  ;t5  •    Also,  let  the  internal  force,  /,  be 

resolved  into  components,  T,  along  the  tangent  and,  U^  along  the 
normal.     The  second  component  is  called  the  Bhearing  stress  at 
P ;  the  first  is,  of  course,  the  tension  of  the  rod.     Let  the  tension 
and  shearing  stress  at  Q  be  T+rfTand  U+dU,  respectively. 
Then,  for  the  equilibrium  of  PQ,  resolving  along  the  tangent, 

we  have  •^T-^T-^dT'^{U+dU)de  +  Sds  =  0, 

observing  that  ^^  is  negative.     Hence,  proceeding  to  the  limit, 

_  +  -  +  iS=0.  (1) 

ds       p 

Similarly,  resolving  along  the  normal, 

U+dU-  U-]-{T-^dT)d0  +  Nds  =  0. 

.,     '^-^^N  =  0.  (2) 

as       p  ^  ' 

Finally,  taking  moments  about  an  axis  through  P  perpen- 
dicular to  the  plane  of  the  figure,  and  observing  that  the 
moment  of  the  external  force  would  give  a  term  of  the  order 
ds^y  we  have 

L^L'^dL-^{U  +  dU)ds+  Gds  =  0, 

,-,    g^t7-C  =  0.  (3) 

From  this  last  we  see  that  when  there  is  no  continuously  dis- 
tributed external  couple,  the  shearing  stress  at  any  point  is  equal  i>o 
the  differential  coefficient  of  the  stress  couple  with  respect  to  the  arc, 

"With  regard  to  the  sense  of  the  stress  couple  i/,  observe,  in 
general,  that  the  couple  exerted  on  any  portion  PA  by  the 
remaining  portion  PB  is  in  the  sense  in  which  the  tangent 
at  P  revolves  as  we  move  from  P  along  PB ;  and  in  (3)  the 
shearing  stress  exerted  on  PA  by  PB  is  measured  along  the 
normal  drawn  towards  the  convex  side  of  the  curve.  If  ^  is 
measured  towards  the  centre  of  curvature  we  have  simply  to 
change  its  sign  in  the  equations. 
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Sometimes  it  is  of  more  advantage  to  obtain  equations  from 
the  consideration  of  the  equilibrium  of  a  portion  of  finite  length 
of  the  curve. 

Thus,  consider  the  equilibrium  of  the  whole  length  AP.  Take 
any  two  fixed  axes  of  x  and  y ;  let  Xde  and  Yd^  be  the  com- 
ponents of  the  external  force,  Fds^  parallel  to  these  axes ;  let 
a  and  fi  be  the  components  of  the  force  (arising  from  any  such 
cause  as  fixture)  at  A^  and  let  X  be  the  special  couple  (if  any) 
applied  at  A.     Then,  by  resolution,  we  have 

Tcos^-  Usiae  =  a-^/XdSy  (4) 

Tsin^+  Ueo&e  =  fi-V/Yds,  (6) 

which  give  T  and  U  at  once. 

Also,  by  taking  moments  about  P,  and  denoting  the  co-ordinates 
of  ^  by  a  and  6,  while,  to  avoid  confusion,  we  denote  the  co- 
ordinates of  any  point  on  the  curve  between  A  and  Phy  (  and 
17,  we  have 

L  =  X  +  a{y^b)^fi{x-'a)+/{X{y--ri)-'Y{x-i)+6]ds.  (6) 

Or  the  value  of  Z  may  often  be  better  obtained  from  (3),  U 
having  been  determined  from  (4)  and  (5). 

805.]  Partioular  Case  of  Plane  Spring.  Suppose  that  there 
are  no  forces  or  couples  continuotisly  distributed  along  the  rod,  or 
spring,  but  merely  a  force,  H,  at  one  end,  £,  the  other  being 
either  simply  or  tangentially  fixed;  and  suppose  that  before 
strain  the  spring  had  the  form  of  any  plane  curve,  of  which  the 
radius  of  curvature  at  any  point  was  r.  Considering  the  equi- 
librium of  any  portion  P£,  we  see  that  stress  at  P  (force  and 
couple)  must  reduce  to  a  force  equal  to  the  force  H  and  directly 
opposed  to  it  in  its  line  of  action. 

Hence  at  all  points  the  internal  force  /  is  constant  in  magni- 
tude and  directions-equal  to  If. 

Again,  by  moments  about  P,  if  we  take  the  line  of  action  of  H 
as  axis  of  0?,  we  have  LzzzH.y,  (1) 

Now  the  magnitude  of  L  is  assumed  to  be  equal  to  the  change 
in  curvature  at  P  produced  by  strain,  multiplied  by  a  certain 
constant.  A,  whose  magnitude  depends  on  the  stiffness  of  the 
material  of  the  spring  ;  so  that 

L  =  A(\-ly  (2) 
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The  constant  A  is  called  a  flexural  rigiditif,  and  it  is  evidently 
of  the  nature  of  a  force  maltiplied  by  the  sqoare  of  a  line. 

We  may  therefore  pnt  ^  =  a^  =  a  constant,  and  then  we  have 


1       1  /'    ^  "S 


(3) 


which  is  the  equation  determining  the  form  of  the  curve. 

If  the  spring  when  free  from  strain  was  straight,  -  is  zero, 
and  the  equation  becomes 


1  =  ^. 

p      a* 


(4) 


If  the  rod  was  in  the  form  of  a  circular  arc  when  unstrained, 
(3)  could  be  put  into  the  form  (4)  by  taking  the  axis  of  x  parallel 

to  the  line  of  action  of  ^  at  a  distance  —  from  it. 

r 

The  force,  iT,  may  be  applied  either  directly  to  the  end,  -B,  of 
the  rod  itself  or  to  a  rigid  arm  attached  to  B. 

The  latter  case  is  the  same  vjaH  H  were  directly  applied  to  B 
and  accompanied  by  a  couple  whose  moment  is  the  moment  of 
H  about  B — in  £stct,  a  rigid  arm  at  the  extremity  of  which  H  is 
applied  may  be  regarded  as  a  means  of  applying  a  force  and  a 
couple  at  the  end,  B,  of  the  rod  (see  Art.  202). 

306.]  Elastic  Curves  and  Elliptio  Functions.  Let  ADB 
(Fig.  ij68)  represent  the  rod,  with  two   rigid   arms,  Aa^  Bb^ 


attached  to  its  ends,  two  equal  and  directly  opposed  forces,  R^ 
being  applied  perpendicularly  to  these  arms.  We  assume  that 
the  rod  was  straight  when  unstrained. 

Taking  the  line  ab  as  axis  of  ^,  the  equation  of  the  bent  rod 

»  p^  = «'.  (1) 
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We  shall  express  p  in  terms  of  the  element  of  arc,  ds,  and  the 
angle,  dO,  between  the  tangents  at  its  extremities;  and  for 
definiteness  we  shall  assume  «  to  be  measured  from  a  point,  D, 
at  which  the  tangent  is  parallel  to  the  line,  ab,  of  action  of  the 
force  fff  and  the  angle  d  made  with  the  tangent  at  D  by  the 
tangent  at  any  point,  P,  on  the  curve  to  be  measured  positively 
in  the  sense  of  clockwise  rotation. 

The  curve  of  equilibrium  may  be  concave  at  some  points  and 
convex  at  others  to  the  line  of  action  of  the  terminal  forces ;  and 
if  at  any  point  it  intersects  this  line,  its  curvature  vanishes  at 
the  point.     It  may,  again,  never  intersect  this  line  at  alL 

If  P  and  Q  are  any  two  very  close  points  on  the  curve,  the 
extremity  of  the  curve,  which  we  should  reach  by  travelling 
firom  P  to  Q  and  then  continuously  along  the  curve,  may  be 
called  lAe  extremity  adjacent  to  Q,  while  the  other  extremity  may 
be  called  the  extremity  adjacent  to  P. 

The  terminal  forces,  ZT,  may  act  along  ab  either  towards  each 
other,  as  represented  in  Fig.  268,  or  from  each  other,  and  the 
sense  of  the  bending  (or  concavity)  at  any  point  will  depend  on 
the  senses  of  the  terminal  forces.  In  every  case,  of  course,  the 
sense  of  the  bending  at  any  point  P  is  such  that  the  moment 
about  P  of  the  terminal  force  at  either  extremity  is  opposed  by 
the  stress  couple  exerted  at  P  by  the  remaining  portion  of  the 
rod  ;  or,  in  other  words,  for  all  the  figures  which  the  curve  can 
assume  we  have  the  following  rule — the  sense  in  which  the  tangent 
revolves  in  passing  from  P  to  a  cotisecutive  point  Q  is  the  sense  of 
the  moment  about  P  cf  the  force  at  the  CTid  adjacent  to  Q. 

If  in  (1)  we  put  P  =  * 3^  »  a^d  •—  =  — sin^,  we  have 

o  d^^  •    /»  /-*\ 

«'^=-8in^,  (2) 

.-.    a^{^)=  C+2coad, 

where  C  is  a  constant.  Let  D  (Fig.  268)  be  a  vertex,  or  point 
at  which  the  tangent  is  parallel  to  ad,  and  let  the  ordinate 
DC  =  h ;  then  from  the  last  equation  we  have 

f  =  h^-4a^sm^l'  (8) 
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Now  different  cases  arise  according  as  h  is  <2a,  =  2a^  or 
>2fl. 
Case  1  ;  h<2a.     Let  ^  =  2 ai^  where  ^  is  a  fraction.     Then 

y=2a/vy^-sin2^.  (4) 

Let  sin  -  =  ^  sin0  ;  then 

y=zico8  4>>  (5) 

The  angle  <^  can  be  easily  exhibited:  with  Q  the  foot  of 
the  ordinate  from  D,  as  centre,  describe  a  circle  of  radios  A ;  from 
P,  which  is  any  point  on  the  curve,  draw  PR  parallel  to  ai, 
meeting  the  circle  in  p.    Then  the  angle  DCj)  is  obviously  <l>. 

To  find  the  length  of  the  arc  JDP,  or  *,  we  have  ^  =  —  sin  d ; 

but  from  (5),  "j  -  =  —  A  sin  0  ^ ;  hence 

ds  __  A  sin  0 
rf0  ~"    sin^ 


V'l-Psina^ 

.-.     sz=af  *  (6) 

A    V'l-iPsin^i^  ^  ^ 

=  a.P(*,(^),  (7) 

according  to  the  notation  for  an  elliptic  integral  of  the  first  kind. 
To  express  the  abscissa,  CM,  of  P.     If  CM  =  a,  we  have 

dx            ^            ^       2   •    .     X..         l-2*2sin2c^ 
-— =cos^,     .*.     j-r  =  ^sm^cotd  =  a 7 ^, 

tvhere  A<^  =  Vl  —  A*  sin*  <^.     Hence 

_=2^.A<fr-— ,  (8) 

.-.    a?  =  2fl  .  J?(*,  <^)-a .  P(*,  0),  (9) 

/.    a?  +  «=  2a.J?(i,<^),  (10) 

where,  as  usual,  E  denotes  the  elliptic  integral  of  the  second 
kind* 
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Examples. 

1.  If  the  ends  A  and  B  are  fixed  by  smooth  pins  at  a  given  dis- 
tance apart,  and  the  rod  is  placed  in  the  form  of  n  bays,  or  spans, 
between  the  pins,  find  the  pressures  exerted  by  the  pins. 

The  pressures  exerted  by  the  pins  will  be  directly  opposed  in  the 
line  AB,  Let  AB  =  c,  and  let  I  =  whole  length  of  the  rod.  Then 
the  length  of  the  arc  in  one  span  is  obtained  from  (7)  by  putting 

</>=«•     Hence  ?      «       ttat    ^\  /**\ 

^      2  l  =  2naF{k,  -)•  (11) 

Similarly,  fix)m  (10),  we  have 

c+Z=4na^(^,  |);  (12) 

so  that  k  is  determined  from  the  equation 

2?.^(*,|)={c+0.Jf(*,|),  (13) 

which  is  independent  of  the  number  of  hays. 

Now  there  is  only  one  value  of  k  which  satisfies  this  equation, 
as  we  can  see  graphically  thus.  The  values  of  k  range  from  0  to  1. 
Draw  two  rectangular  axes,  Ox  and  Oy,  and  let  abscissae  (along  Osb) 
represent  values  of  k  while  ordinates  represent  the  corresponding 
values  of  E, 

When  ^  =  0,  -^  =  -,  and  when  ^  =  1,  -^  =  1.      Also,  we  easily 

find  by  differentiation  that 

^^.^,  (14) 


dk 
dl 
dk^k^kf^ 


''^=r(A-^.  06) 


in  which  we  use  E  and  F^  for  shortness,  instead  of  E  {k,  -)  and 
F  [k,  |);  and  also  V^  for  1  -ifc*. 

Measure  off  OV  =  -  along  Oy^  and  OT  =  1  along  Ox^  and  at  T 

draw  an  ordinate  TR  =  1.     Then  the  curve  representing  the  values 
of  E  passes  through  V  and  R,  touching  TR  at  R,  and  touching  at 

V  a  line  parallel  to  Ox,     (The  value  of  -rp  at  V  assumes  the  form-j 

but  it  is  easy  to  find,  by  the  help  of  (15),  that  it  is  equal  to  zero.) 
This  curve  is  continuously  concave  towards  the  axis  of  x. 

Again,  the  curve  whose  ordinates  represent  the  values  of  F  passes 
through  r,  touching  the  previous  curve  at  this  point,  its  ordinate 
being  thenceforth  always  >0F,  until  when  ^  =  1,  the  ordinate  =  qo. 
This  curve,  therefore,  approaches  the  line  TR  asymptotically.  An  in- 
spection of  the  figure  shows  that  if  the  ordinates  of  these  curves  have 
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a  given  ratio,  there  is  only  one  value  of  k  which  wiU  answer,  since 
the  second  curve  is  continuously  convex  towards  the  axis  of  x,  E  being 
always  >Ic^F,  except  at  the  point  V. 

The  value  of  k,  then,  must  be  found  empirically  from  (13),  and  if 
the  corresponding  value  of  F  is  fiy  equation  (11)  gives 

E=^A  (16) 

for  the  pressure  exerted  by  each  pin. 

Hence  the  pressure  is  proportional  to  the  square  of  the  number 
of  bays. 

If  a  is  the  angle  made  with  the  line  AB  hy  the  tangent  at  either 

extremity  of  the  rod,  since,  in  general,  sin  -  =  ^  sin  ^,  we  have 

sin-=:^,  (17) 

for  any  figure  which  crosses  the  line  of  force,  since  for  all  such  curves 
<^  =  -  for  the  point  of  crossing. 

In  the  present  case,  therefore,  whatever  be  the  number  of  bays, 
their  terminal  tangents  are  all  equally  inclined  to  the  line  AB, 

The  particular  case  in  which  the  ends  A  and  B  are  brought  to- 
gether deserves  to  be  noticed.  One  form  of  equilibrium  is,  of  course, 
that  of  a  single  loop  starting  from  A  and  coming  round  to  A  again, 
there  being  two  distinct  tangents  to  the  curve  at  A, 

For  this  case  put  c  =  0  in  (13),  and  the  value  of  k  is  obtained  from 
the  equation  ^  „ 

2^(A.|)  =  if(*,|),  (18) 

and  the  inclination  of  each  tangent  is  given  by  (17). 

Another  form  of  equilibrium  in  this  case  is  that  of  a  figure  of  8, 
the  two  tangents  at  the  double  point  making  with  the  axis  of  the 
curve  the  same  angles  as  those  just  found  for  the  case  of  a  single 
loop. 

2.  Show  that  if  a  rod  is  slightly  bent  between  its  extremities,  its 

.    X 

figure  is  that  of  the  curve  of  sines,  y  =  A  sin  -  • 


Case  2  ;  A=  2a.     In  general,  the  radius  of  curvature  at  the 

vertex  D  is  equal  to  -7- ,  so  that  when  A  >  a,  the  curve  on  leaving 

D  comes  inside  the  circle  Dp  (Fig.  26S).     Such  happens,  then,  in 
the  present  case ;  and  we  easily  find  from  (7)  and  (10) 

,  =  alogtan(^  +  |),  (19) 

X  =r  2a8in0— alogtan(-  +  -r-)  •  (20) 
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Also  <^  =  ->  and  y  =  2aco8-«     On  leaving  the  vertex,  -D, 

the  value  of  x  begins  by  increasing ;  but  the  logarithmic  term 

in  (20)  must  soon  destroy  the  term  2a sin 0,  so  that  ar  =  0,  or 

the  curve  cuts  the  axis  of  y  at  some  such  point  as  /  (Fig.  269). 

The  course  of  the  curve  from 

L  is  DPJB\    and  there  is 

obviously     a     similar     and 

equal  portion  represented  by 

DQJA ;  and  the  productions 

of  the  curve  beyond  the  arms, 

at  the  extremities  of  which 

the    forces  H  are    applied, 

are   asymptotic   to  the   line 

of  force. 

Case  Z\  h>2a.     In  this  case  put  2a  =  ^ . A,  where  k  is,  of 

course,    <  1.     Hence  y  =  A  a/  1  — F  sin*  - ;   and  if  we  put 

0  V  J 

^  sin  -  =  sin  <^,  we  have  y  ^='h  cos  <^,  so  that  we  have  the  same 

geometrical  representation  of  <^  as  before.    But  in  this  case  the 

curve  can  never  cross  the  line  of  force,  since  sin  -  cannot  be  equal 

1  .  ^ 

to  T '  and,  consequently,  y  cannot  vanish. 

The  following  results  are  easily  found : 
e  =  ka.F{k,-);     <n  =  -j--E{k,-) j-a.F{k,-y 

The  form  of  the  curve  is  that  represented  in  Fig.  270,  in 
which  ai  is  the  line  of  action  of  the  terminal  forces.  This  figure 
represents  also  the  curve 

of  what  is  called   the     ^ — ^ 

Hydrostatic  Arch  (omit- 
ting, of  course,  the 
looped  portions). 

The  idea  in  the  con- 
struction of  this  arch  «. 

i-ii  Ti-  Fig.  270. 

18  as  lollows :  If  a  per- 
fectly flexible  string  with  fixed  ends  is  in  equilibrium  under  the 
action  of  continuously  applied  external  force,  which  is  everywhere 

VOL.  II.  p 
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normal  to  the  string,  the  tension,  T,  is  constant,  and  at  eaeh 
point  it  =  Ifpy  where  JVis  the  normal  force  per  unit  length  and 
p  the  radios  of  curvature  at  the  point  (Art.  183).  In  such  a 
system  there  is  no  shearing  force  and  no  stress  couple  at  any 
point.  Now,  if  we  imagine  the  sense  of  every  force  to  be 
reversed,  i.e.  let  the  normal  force,  JV,  be  converted  into  pressure 
towards  the  centre  of  curvature,  and  the  tension,  T,  to  be  con- 
verted into  thrust,  while  the  string  becomes  a  body  capable 
of  resisting  tangential  thrust  (i.e.  a  body  of  the  nature  of  a 
wire)^  no  thear  and  no  bending  couple  would  be  called  into  play  in 
the  new  body.  But  these  are  the  objects  to  be  desired  in  an  arch, 
DPy  supporting  water,  since  with  no  shear  or  bending  couple, 
there  will  be  no  tendency  in  the  joints  to  separate.  The  stress 
in  the  arch  will  then  consist  of  direct  tangential  thrust  between 
stone  and  stone. 

Now  if  P  is  any  point  on  the  arch,  and  ab  the  level  of  the 
superincumbent  water,  the  pressure  per  unit  area  at  P  is  wy^ 
where  w  is  the  weight  of  the  water  per  unit  volume,  and  y  the 
depth  of  P  below  ab.  If,  then,  the  arch  is  merely  a  rigidified 
string  devoid  of  shear  and  bending  stress,  T  =  constant,  and 

T 

-  =  tty,  therefore  py  =  constant,  where  T  is  the  thrust  in  the 

r 

arch  per  unit  of  breadth  (i.e.  per  unit  distance  perpendicular  to 
the  plane  of  the  figure). 

Practically  the  elastic  curve  py  =  a'^  can  be  constructed  as  an 
assemblage  of  small  circular  arcs  thus.  Take  any  axis  of  abscissae, 
ab  (Fig.  268),  and,  starting  with  a  point  i>,  describe  a  small 
circular  arc,  1)D\  whose  centre  is  on  the  ordinate  DC.  Let  this 
centre  be  0,  and  let  j^  be  the  ordinate  of  D'.     Then  on  the  line 

I/O  take  a  point  (/  such  that  (yif'=^  OD.^^  where  y  is  the 

ordinate,  DC^  of  2),  and  with  0^  as  centre  draw  the  small  circular 
arc  B'B" ;  continue  by  a  small  circular  arc  from  B"  to  T)"\  and 
c:o  on,  and  we  get  an  approximate  figure  of  an  elastic  curve. 

A  plane  flexible  string,  every  element  of  which  is  acted  upon 
by  a  normal  external  force  only,  whose  magnitude  is  proportional 
to  the  distance  of  the  element  from  a  fixed  line  in  the  plane  of 
the  string,  assumes  the  form  of  one  of  the  elastic  curves,  since  by 
equation  (2)  of  Art.  183,  we  have 

py  =  constant. 
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This  would  be  the  case  of  a  flexible  cylindrical  sheet  filled  with 
water.  A  section  of  the  snrfiu^  perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  the 
cylinder  would — at  least  in  places  not  near  the  ends  of  the 
cylinder — be  a  curve  satisfying  the  equation  py  =  constant, 
since  each  element  is  acted  upon  by  a  normal  force  (the  water 
pressure)  whose  magnitude  is  proportional  to  the  depth,  ^,  of  the 
element  below  the  free  surface  of  the  water — the  lateral  tensions 
proceeding  from  the  elements  of  the  sheet  outside  the  plane 
of  the  section  contributing  no  component  tension  in  the  plane  of 
the  section. 

807.]  Kinetic  Analogue  of  Plane  Elastio  Wire.  As  we 
shall  subsequently  prove,  there  is  an  intimate  connection  between 
the  statical  problem  of  a  bent  and  twisted  wire  and  the  kinetical 
problem  of  the  motion  of  a  rigid  body  round  a  fixed  point.  The 
kinetical  analogue  of  the  problem  of  the  plane  elastic  rod  is  a  very 
simple  one,  when  the  rod  is  acted  upon  only  by  terminal  forces. 
For  the  equation  of  the  curve  assumed  by  the  rod  is  py  =z  a^; 
60  that  if  d  is  the  angle  made  by  the  tangent  at  any  point  with 
the  axis  otsc,  we  have  (see  p.  205) 

If  a  point  travel  along  the  curve  with  constant  velocity,  fi,  so 

ds 
that  -^  =  ^,  the  equation  which  gives  the  position  of  the  tangent 

to  the  curve,  or  direction  of  motion  of  the  moving  point,  at  any 
time  is  therefore  «  -lo/i 

J32  5^=-«^^-  (2) 

Now  the  equation  of  motion  of  a  simple  pendalnm  of  length  I 


^^^=-rin^.  (3) 

^  being  its  inclination  to  the  downward-drawn  vertical  through 
its  fixed  end.  Hence  the  direction  of  the  pendulum  and  the 
direction  of  the  motion  of  the  point  which  describes  the  elastic 
curve  can  be  made  the  same  at  all  times ;  for  we  have  simply 
to  place  the  axis  of  the  elastic  curve  vertical,  to  make  the  tangent 
at  the  initial  position  of  the  moving  point  parallel  to  the  initial 

position  of  /  (the  pendulum  string),  and  to  make  )9  =  a  A/  7  * 

p  a 
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808.]  Tortaons  Curve.  When  a  curve  does  not  lie  in  one 
plane,  it  is  generally  called  a  '  curve  of  double  curvature ' ;  but 
the  term  tortuous  curve^  which  is  more  expressive  and  appropriate, 
has  been  employed  by  Thomson  and  Tait.  This  is  the  term 
which  we  shall  adopt.  The  measure  of  the  tortuosity — or  de- 
parture from  planeness — at  any  point  of  such  a  curve  is  thus 
made.  If  P  and  P'  are  two  points  on  the  curve  distant  by  the 
infinitesimal  arc  i»,  and  if  e7(^  is  the  angle  between  the  osculating 
planes  at  P  and  P\  the  rate  of/:hange  of  direction  of  the  osculating 
plane  per  unit  length  of  arc  is  obviously  the  limit  of  the  ratio 

--T-  2aP'  approaches  infinitely  near  to  P. 

This  limiting  ratio  is  called  the  tortuosity  of  the  curve  at  P, 
809.]  Besolution  of  Curvature.     If  through  any  point,  P^of  a 
tortuous  curve  any  plane  he  drawn^  and  the  given  curve  be  ortho^ 
gonally  projected  on  this  plane,  it  is  required  to  find  the  curvature  at 
P  of  the  projection. 

Take  the  plane  drawn  through  P,  on  which  the  given  curve 
is  projected,  as  plane  of  x,  y.  Let  p  be  the  radius  of  absolute 
curvature  (i.  e.  radius  of  curvature  in  the  osculating  plane)  of  the 
given  curve  at  P ;  let  P'  and  P"  be  points  consecutive  to  P  on 
the  curve,  the  distances  PP\  P'P"  being  each  ds.  Let  the 
projections  of  P\  P"  on  the  plane  xy  be  11',  11''.  Then  if,  for 
simplicity,  P  is  taken  as  origin,  the  co-ordinates  of 

n'  are  ^  rf« ;     -/  rf* ;     0  ; 
as  as 

n"are2^rf,  +  g^;     2^^  +  ^^**;     0; 
as        or  d»         (Ur 

so  that  doable  the  area  of  the  triangle  PWTL"  is 

COS  V 

But  the  coefilcient  of  dfi  is  well-known  to  be  ,  where  v 

P 

is  the  angle  which  the  binormal  (perpendicular  to  the  oscu- 
lating plane)  makes  with  the  axis  of  z  (perpendicular  to  plane  of 
projection).  And  if  8  x  is  the  acute  angle  between  Pll'  and 
n'n",  double  the  area  is  also  Pn'  x  n'n" .  8x-     Also 

Pn'  =  siny.ds, 


309.] 
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where  y  is  the  angle  made  by  the  tangent  PP'  with  the  axis  of 
z ;  80  that  we  have 

P  • 

Now  iff  is  the  radius  of  curvature  of  the  projection  PflW... 

at  P,  we  have  rbx  =  Pn'  =  sin y .  ^.     Hence 

1       1    cost;  ,  . 

-  = ^-3-»  (a) 

r       p  emry  ^  ' 

Cor.  1.  If  the  plane  of  projection  contains  the  tangent  to  the 
given  curve,  y  =  oi  w^d  we  have 

Cob.  2.    If  the  plane  of  projection  contains  the  radius  of  abso- 
lute curvature,  y-^-v  ^-^  and 

-  =  --sec2|;  (y) 

(x;  is,  of  course,  the  angle  between  the  plane  of  projection  and  the 
osculating  plane  of  the  given  curve). 

It  is  obvious  that  (/9)  burnishes  for  the  resolution  of  curvature 
exactly  the  same  rule  as  that  which  holds  for  the  resolution  of  a 
force  into  two  components — viz.  the  curvature  of  the  projection 
of  a  curve  on  any  plane  containing  the  tangent 
line  at  a  point  is  equal  to  the  curvature  of  the 
given  curve  multiplied  by  the  cosine  of  the 
angle  between  the  osculating  plane  and  the 
plane  of  projection. 

Thus  (Fig.  271),  let  PT  be  the  tangent  to  a 
tortuous  curve  at  P ;  let  Pp  be  the  direction  of 
the  radius  of  absolute  curvature;  let  PK  and 
PL  be  any  two  lines  perpendicular  to  PT  and 
to  each  other ;  and  imagine  these  lines  and  their 
planes  projected  on  a  sphere  described   with  Fig.  271. 

centre  P. 

Then,  if  x;  is  the  angle  KPpy  the  curvatures,  -  and  -^,  in  the 

1  1    .  ^ 

planes  TK and  ?!Z/  are  ~  cosi^  and  -  sin  v,  so  that 

9  9 

1        1        1 
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We  may  consider  the  element  of  the  given  curve  itself  at  P 
(which,  of  course,  lies  in  the  plane  Pp)  as  'resolved '  into  its  two 
projections  on  the  planes  TK  and  TL ;  since  this  is  only  re- 
garding the  said  element  as  given  by  the  intersection  of  two 
cylinders. 

And  just  as  we  can  infer  the  magnitude  of  a  force  from  one  of 
its  components  and  the  angle  between  this  component  and  the 
force,  so  we  can  infer  the '  resultant '  (or  absolute)  curvature  of  an 
element  of  a  curve  from  the  curvature  of  its  projection  on  any 
plane  containing  the  tangent,  and  the  angle  between  this  plane 
and  the  osculating  plane. 

EXAHPLE. 

A  spiral  of  inclination  a  is  traced  on  a  cylinder  of  radius  r,  what 
is  the  curvature  of  the  spiral  1 

The  angle  a  is  the  complement  of  that  which  the  spiral  makes  with 
the  generating  lines  of  the  cylinder.  Projecting  the  spiral  on  a  plane 
perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  the  cylinder,  the  plane  of  projection 
contains  the  radius  of  absolute  curvature,  so  that  by  (y)  we  have 

11,  r 


r      p  cos*  a 

810.]  Twist  of  a  Wire.  Take  a  straight  wire,  AB,  whose 
cross  section  at  any  point  is  a  circle.  Imagine  a  right  line 
passing  through  the  centres  of  all  these  circular  sections,  and  call 
this  the  axis  of  the  wire.  Now  on  the  surface  of  the  wire  mark 
a  right  line  parallel  to  the  axis ;  and  imagine  that  from  every 
point,  P,  on  the  axis  a  perpendicular,  PK,  is  drawn  to  the 
marked  line.  The  line  PK  at  any  point  P  is  called  a  tran^erse 
of  the  wire  at  the  point.  At  each  point  of  the  axis  can,  of  course, 
be  drawn  an  infinite  number  of  transverses,  all  of  them  lying  in 
the  cross  section  of  the  wire  at  the  point. 

Suppose  now,  for  definiteness,  that  the  end  B  is  held  fixed, 
and  that  the  end  A  is  connected  with  a  milled  head — as  in  the 
case  of  suspension  wires  in  some  Electrometers  and  in  Coulomb's 
Torsion  Balance — ^the  wire  being  kept  vertical,  and  that  the 
milled  head  is  turned  round  through  any  angle.  The  result  is 
that  while  the  axis  remains  a  straight  line,  all  the  transverses, 
PK^  are  rotated,  those  near  B  being  least,  and  those  near  A  most, 
disturbed.  What  is  called  *  the  angle  of  torsion '  of  the  wire  in 
this  case  is  the  angle  through  which  a  transverse  at  the  end  A  is 
turned  from  its  original  position ;  and  if  we  divide  this  angle  (in 
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circular  measure)  by  the  length  of  the  wire  AB,  we  obtain  the 

rate  of  twist  which  the  wire  undergoes.     If  the  end  B  is  not 

absolutely  fixed,  but  hampered  in  its  movement,  while  the  end  A 

is  twisted  round — as  is  the  case  in  Coulomb's  Torsion  Balance, 

in  which  the  end  B  is  attached  to  a  repelled  electrified  ball — the 

angle  of  torsion  will  be  the  difference  between  the  angles  through 

which  the  transverses  at  A  and  B  are  turned,  i.e.  it  will  be  the 

angle  between  the  terminal 

transverses  in  their  strained 

positions — or,  as   we   prefer 

(for  a  reason  to  be  presently 

given)  to  put  it,  the  angle 

made  by  the  transverse  at  A 

toith  the  plane  containing  the 

transverse  at  B  and  the  axis 

cf  the  wire.     It  is  only  when 

the  axis  of  the  twisted  wire 

remains  a   right   line    that 

the  twist  can  be  measured 

simply  by  the  angle  between 

transverses. 

Let  us  now  consider  the 
ca^  of  a  wire  which  when 
unstrained  was  straight,  but 
which  is  bent  and  twisted 
so  that  its  axis  has  the  form 
of  any  tortuous  curve — re- 
presented* by  aaa  ..,  in 
Fig.  272.  This  curve  we 
shall  call  the  elastic  central 
line  of  the  wire. 

It  is  obviously  impossible 
in  this  case  to  estimate  twist, 
as  previously,  by  the  rotation 
of  transverses  at  the  extremities.  What  we  must  do  is  to  speak 
of  a  rate  of  twist  at  every  point  P  of  the  wire,  and  to  estimate 
this  by  treating  a  portion  of  the  wire  between  two  very  close 
cross  sections  near  P  as  straight. 


Fig.  373. 


*  For  the  drawing  of  thii  figure  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Alfred  Lodge. 
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Thus,  suppose  that  LL',.,  is  a  line  which  was  marked  on  the 
sor&ee  parallel  to  the  axis  when  the  wire  was  unstrained.  It 
has  assumed  the  spiral  form  represented. 

Let  P^  be  a  neighbouring  point  on  the  axis,  and  let  PL  and 
P' L'  be  two  transverses  at  P  and  P\  Now,  treating  the 
portion  PP'  as  straight,  \£  hy^  \s  the  angle  made  by  P'U  with  the 
plane  of  PL  and  PP'  (or  of  PL  and  of  PT,  the  tangent  at  P  to 
the  central  line),  the  rate  of  twist  at  P  is  the  limit  of  the  ratio 

-p^  when  P'  is  taken  infinitely  close  to  P. 

We  shall  denote  the  rate  of  twist  at  any  point  of  the  wire 
by  r. 

Every  strain,  of  whatever  kind,  being  a  relative  displacement 
of  adjacent  parts,  we  may  imagine  the  cross  section,  KL^  at  P 
to  be  held  fixed  in  a  vice,  or  by  a  couple,  when  the  wire  was  un- 
strained, and  the  substance  of  the  wire  in  its  neighbourhood  to 
be  rotat.ed  round  the  tangent  line,  P?,  to  the  axis. 

Observe,  then,  that  the  amount  of  twist  in  any  element,  PP\ 
of  the  wire  is  not  the  angle  between  the  transverses  at  P  and  P' ; 
for  if  the  wire  is  simply  bent  in  one  plane,  without  any  twist, 
the  transverses  at  P  and  P'  will  be  inclined  to  each  other.  It 
is  the  angle  between  the  transverse  at  P^and  the  plane  containing 
that  at  P  and  the  tangent  at  P  to  the  central  line. 

Examples. 

1.  Supposing  a  straight  wire  with  a  line  marked  on  its  surface 
parallel  to  its  axis  to  be  wound  round  a  circular  cylinder  in  such 
a  way  that  the  marked  line  is  throughout  kept  in  contact  with  the 
cylinder  and  forms  a  helix  on  its  surface,  what  is  the  rate  of  twist 
at  any  point  of  the  wire  ? 

The  transverse  of  any  point,  being  perpendicular  to  the  marked 
line  and  to  the  surface  of  the  wire,  will  be  normal  to  the  surface  of 
the  cylinder,  since  the  two  surfaces  touch  all  along. 

Employ  the  method  of  spherical  projection.  Take  any  point  0, 
and  round  it  describe  a  sphere  of  unit  radius.  Draw  OA  parallel 
to  the  axis  of  the  cylinder  and  meeting  the  sphere  in  A ;  draw  OL 
parallel  to  the  normal  to  the  cylinder  at  a  point  Q  of  contact  with 
the  wire ;  draw  OL'  parallel  to  the  normal  at  Q^  which  is  in- 
finitesimally  distant  from  Q  on  the  marked  line;  draw  OT  and 
OT'  parallel  to  the  tangents  at  Q  and  Q^  to  the  helix  of  contact. 

Then  the  great-circle  arcs  AT  and  AT^  are  each  ;r-^a,  if  a  is  the 
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inclination  of  the  spiral.     The  great  circles  LT  and  U  T'  are  parallel 

to  the  oscalating  pknes  of  the  helix  at  Q  and  ^,  and  they  intersect, 

in  the  limit,  in  T, 

Then  the  whole  twist  of  the  portion  QQ^  is  the  angle,  d^,  between 

OU  and  the  plane  of  LT,     Now  the  great  circle  ZZ'  is  perpendicular 

to  OAy  so  that  the  angle  TLU  =  a ;  hence  d^  =  LV .  sin  a ;  but 

TP 

LV^LTAT^ ;     .-.    «V^=  tan  a .  TT,  and  the  rate  of  twist 

cos  a 

is  -r^ ,  where  i«  =  Q^ ;  hence  the  rate  of  twist  =  tan  a  .  -r— ;  but 

TT     1 

=  >-  =  the  curvature  at  Q\  therefore 


hi       p 


T  =  --tana« 
P 


sin  a  cos  a 
— — — — —  > 


r 
where  r  is  the  radius  of  the  cylinder. 

2.  When  the  wire  is  laid  on,  as  in  last  example,  show  that  the  rate 
of  twist  at  any  point  is  equal  to  the  tortuosity  of  the  spiral. 

Produce  the  arc  TA  to  N  so  that  ^^  =  ^  •     Then  ON  is  the 

binormal  at  Q.     Similarly,  produce  T'A  to  iV^' so  that  T'iV^^=:^. 

Then  the  tortuosity  =  -^  in  the  limit.     But  NN'  =  TT' .  tan  o ; 

therefore  the  tortuosity  =  -  tan  a,  which  is  also  the  rate  of  twist. 

P 

3.  If  the  marked  line  of  the  wire,  instead  of  being  wound  on  a 
cylinder,  is  laid  (by  bending)  in  contact  with  a  sphere  along  any 
curve  whatever  traced  on  the  surface,  show  that  the  rate  of  twist 
is  zero  at  every  point. 

In  this  case  the  transverse  at  Q^  lies  in  the  plane  containing  that 
at  Q  and  the  element  QQ^, 

In  general,  if  the  marked  line  is  kept  in  contact  with  any  surface 
all  along  a  line  of  curvature,  the  twist  is  zero  at  each  point  of  the 
wire. 

4.  If  the  marked  line  is  laid  along  a  right  cone  bo  that  it  cuts 
the  generators  all  at  the  same  angle,  t,  prove  that  the  rate  of  twist  at 
any  point  is 

sin  t  cos  t  cos  a 


) 


where  a  =  semivertical  angle  of  cone,  and  r  =  distance  of  the  point 
from  the  axis  of  the  cone. 
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311.]  Stress  Couples  of  Bending  and  Twisting.  In  the 
strained  condition  of  eqailibriom  of  the  wire  the  equations  con- 
necting the  (given)  applied  external  forces  and  couples  at  any 
point  with  the  stress  forces  and  couples  called  into  play,  may  be 
obtained  by  either  of  two  methods — 

(a)  The  ordinary  method  of  considering  the  equilibrium  of  a 
portion  of  the  wire  of  length  ds^  between  two  cross  sections  at 
P  and  P^  {^^'  ^7^)t  ^^^  using  equations  of  resolution  and 
moments  with  respect  to  any  three  rectangular  axes ;  that  is, 
equating  the  component  of  the  external  forces  in  any  direction 
to  the  component  in  the  same  direction  of  the  forces  produced 
on  the  element  by  the  portions  of  the  wire  at  the  other  sides  of 
the  sections  through  P  and  P';  and  similarly  for  external 
couples  and  couples  produced  by  strain  ;  or 

(6)  Employing  the  principle  of  virtual  work  and,  imagining 
any  further  (see  Art.  268)  small  deformation  of  the  element, 
equating  the  work  done  in  producing  it  by  external  forces  and 
couples  to  the  work  done  against  the  forces  and  couples  of  strain 
— assuming  that  none  of  the  applied  work  passes  into  heat,  or  any 
other  form  of  energy  of  motion. 

It  is  evident  that  before  either  method  can  be  employed  we 
must  be  able  to  express  the  forces  and  couples  produced  by 
elongations,  bendings,  and  twistings  of  specified  amounts  in 
terms  of  the  magnitudes  of  these  strains — just  as  Hooke's  Law 
expresses  the  magnitude  of  the  stress  produced  (tension)  in  an 
elastic  string  in  terms  of  the  corresponding  strain  (extension). 

Supposing  that  in  the  bent  and  twisted  wire  (Fig.  272),  which 
we  may  take  to  be  straight  when  unstrained'^,  PL  and  PK  are 
any  two  transverses  at  P,  and  PT  is  the  tangent  to  the  elastic 
central  line,  and  supposing  the  resultant  curvature  of  this  line  to 
be  resolved,  by  Art.  309,  into  two  components,  k  and  A,  in  the 
planes  TPL  and  TPK,  respectively,  these  curvatures  will  be  the 
rates  of  bending  per  unit  length  of  arc  in  these  planes — or  roimd 
the  lines  PK  and  PL,  respectively.  Moreover,  let  t  be  the  rate 
of  twist  at  P ;  then  r  is  a  rotation  of  the  substance  round  PT. 

Now,  if  we  imagine  any  further  deformation  from  the  con- 
figuration of  equilibrium,  so  that  h,  A,  ds  become  i  +  bi,  A  +  &A, 


*  If  it  ii  tortuonB  when  uiiBtrained,  k  and  X  will  be  changes  of  oomponent 
coTYatureB. 
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ds-^-bdSj  the  work  done  against  the  stresses  must  be  of  the  form 

ndS'^(Kbi  +  Lb\'^edT)ds,  (1) 

where  T  is  the  longitudinal  tension  at  P,  and  K,  L,  0  are 
obviously  stress  couples,  the  directions  of  whose  axes  we  do  not 
at  present  know.  Beyond  bending,  twisting,  and  elongation,  the 
element  cannot  suffer  any  other  deformation,  so  that  the  internal 
work  is  fully  expressed  by  (1). 

But  we  may  assume  that  the  work,  Tdd^,  done  against 
elongation  is  small  compared  with  that  done  against  bending  and 
twisting,  so  that  the  internal  work  per  unit  length  is 

KbJk-\-MX+@bT.  (2) 

Further,  we  shall  assume  the  stresses  to  have  a  potential. 
This  is  another  way  of  saying  that  to  bend  and  twist  the  wire 
from  its  unstrained  condition  to  the  condition  (^,  A,  r)  always 
requires  the  same  amount  of  work,  no  matter  what  may  be  the 
various  intermediate  conditions  through  which,  in  various  experi- 
ments, we  cause  the  wire  to  pass  in  reaching  this  condition 
(ij  X,  r) ;  or,  again,  that  the  wire  in  unbending  and  untwisting 
would,  by  means  of  the  stresses,  give  out  exactly  the  same  amount 
of  work  as  that  which  was  required  to  bend  and  twist  it. 

Hence  the  work  done  against  strain,  per  unit  length  of  the 
wire,  must  be  of  the  £oTmf{i,  A,  r),  so  that 

Kdi-^LbX-^ebT  =  «/(*,  A,  t), 

-  '-%■  ^=|.  «=?/  w 

The  form  of  the  function  /  cannot  be  determined  unless  some 
further  supposition  is  made.  The  supposition  is  this — any 
infinitely  9mall  portion  of  the  wire  is  so  little  deformed  by  strain 
that  if  the  strain  (^,  A,  r)  is  replaced  by  the  strain  (n^,  iiA,  nr), 
where  n  is  any  finite  number,  the  stress  couples  will  become  nJT, 
nL^  nG — that  is,  the  principle  of  superposition  of  strains  and 
stresses  holds  for  each  infinitely  small  portion  of  the  wire. 
[Observe  that  assuming  the  element  between  the  cross  sections 
at  P  and  P^  to  differ  infinitely  little  in  shape  from  its  unstrained 
figure,  is  by  no  means  the  same  thing  as  assuming  the  figure  of 
the  whole  wire  to  differ  infinitely  little  from  its  unstrained 
figure.] 
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Hence  K,  L,  and  0  must  be  linear  fiinctions  of  i,  X,  r,  of  the 
forms  K=Ai+  cX+bT, 

(4) 


0=  6i+  aA  +  Cr, ) 


the  coefficients  of  A  and  i  in  the  values  of  K  and  Z,  respectively, 
being  equal  because,  from  the  relations  (3)>  ^  =  "^>  &c. 

The  constants  A,  B,  C,  a,  i,  c  are  r^^rftVie*— called  by  Thomson 
and  Tait '  torsion-flexure  rigidities ' — of  the  wire  at  the  point  P 
considered. 

Hence  the  work  per  imit  length  absorbed  in  bending  and 
twisting  the  wire  to  the  condition  {i,  A,  r)  is 

i(Ai?  +  £\^+Cr^  +  2akT  +  26TJk+2ciX).  (6) 

The  values  (4)  enable  us  to  represent  the  axes  of  the  couples 
Ky  L,  0.  For,  taking  PK,  PL,  and  PT  as  axes  of  x,  y,  Zy  con- 
struct the  quadric 

Ajfi'{-Bf  +  Cz^'{-2ayZ'{-2bzx-\'2cxy^h,  (6) 

where  h  is  any  constant.  Let  {ky  A,  r)  be  taken  as  the  co- 
ordinates of  a  point ;  let  this  point  be  Q.  Then  the  polar  plane 
of  q  with  respect  to  the  quadric  is 

Kx  +  Ly  +  ezz^h.  (7) 

Let  jB  be  the  point  whose  co-ordinates  are  {K,  i,  0).  Then 
R  is  obviously  on  the  perpendicular  from  P  on  the  plane  (7) ; 
and  ]ip  is  the  length  of  this  perpendicular  we  have 

i»i2=|;  (8) 

thus  R  is  found,  and  its  three  co-ordinates  give  the  three  axes  of 
those  stress  couples  at  P  which  are  called  into  play  by  bendings 
round  PK  and  PL  and  twisting  round  PT. 

Is  there  any  line  at  P  suck  thai  a  strain  rotation  of  tie  substance 
round  it  calls  into  play  a  stress  couple  whose  axis  coincides  with  the 
line  itself  f  It  is  evident  that  there  are  three  such  lines — viz. 
the  axes  of  the  quadric  (5) ;  for  if  Q  lies  on  any  one  of  these 
axes,  PQ  will  be  perpendicular  to  the  polar  plane  of  Q,  so  that 
PR  and  PQ  are  coincident  in  direction ;  and  if  the  axes  of  the 
quadric  are  taken  as  those  of  x^  y,  z  and  the  strain  rotation  is 
(ky  0,  0) — Le.  simply  a  rotation  round  the  first  axis,  the  y  and  z 
co-ordinates  of  R  will  both  be  zero. 

These  are  called  ihe  principal  torson^flexure  axes  at  P. 
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If  0)^,  a>2,  o>3  denote  any  strain  rotations  round  these  axes,  and 
Z^,  i/2f  A  ^^^  corresponding  stress  couples  called  into  play,  we 
have,  therefore, 

Zj  =  A^o)^  ;     L^  =  JjO), ;     2^3  =  ^3«3,  (9) 

where  A^,  A^,  A^  are  the  principal  torsion-flexure  rigidities  at  P. 
Also  the  potential  work  of  the  stress,  per  unit  length  at  any 
point,  is  J  (j^^^2  ^  ^^^%  ^  ^^^^y  (10) 

There  is,  of  course,  no  essential  diSerenQQ  between  the  quantities 
^,  A,  r ;  each  is  simply  a  strain  rotation  of  the  substance  round  an 
axis.  But  when  the  axes  of  these  rotations  are  two  transverses 
and  a  tangent  line  to  the  wire  (or  rather  to  its  elastic  central 
line),  it  is  usual  to  distinguish  the  last  by  the  name  twist  and 
the  others  by  the  name  bending.  The  principal  axes  may  have 
any  positions  whatever  at  P,  and  it  is  impossible  to  use  dis- 
tinctive names  for  the  rotations  round  them.  That  this  is  so  will 
be  at  once  obvious  if  we  imagine  a  solid  body  with  any  fibrous  or 
laminated  structure,  the  fibres  or  laminae  running  in  a  definite 
direction.  Now  imagine  a  wire  cut  in  any  way  out  of  this  hody^ 
its  tangent  line  at  any  point  being  oblique  to  the  fibres  or  to  the 
laminae.  It  is  clear  that  at  any  point  of  this  wire  the  tangent 
and  two  transverses  have  no  special  relations  whatever  to  its 
rigidities,  and  therefore  no  special  properties  with  regard  to  sim- 
plicity. 

For  a  wire  drawn  in  the  ordinary  manner,  we  may  assume 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  form  of  the  cross  section  (circular, 
elliptical,  or  rectangular)  the  tangent  to  the  central  line  is  one 
principal  axis  of  strain  rotation,  the  other  two  being  necessarily 
some  two  transverses. 

If,  in  this  case,  we  use  A^  for  the  rigidity  round  the  tangent  to 
the  central  line,  and  if  the  other  two  rigidities,  A^  and  A^ ,  are 
equal,  there  will  be  equal  flexibility  round  all  transverses ;  for 
the  quadric  will  become 

and  any  two  lines  whatever  in  the  cross  section  are  principal 
axes  of  the  quadric. 

In  all  cases  the  axis  of  resultant  bending  at  P  is  the  binormal 
to  the  central  line — the  resultant  bending  taking  place  in  the 
osculating  plane;   but  this  plane  will  not,  in   general,  be  a 
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principal  plane  of  flexure ;  i.e.  this  bending  will  not,  in  general, 
call  into  play  a  stress  couple  whose  axis  is  the  binormal. 

It  is  essential  to  observe  that  the  values  of  the  principal 
rigidities  Ai  and  A^  round  the  two  principal  transverses  (when 
the  tangent  to  the  central  line  is  a  principal  axis) — i.e.  the  two 
principal  bending  rigidities— depend  not  merely  on  the  structure 
of  the  material,  but  also  on  the  9kape  of  the  cross  section ;  and 
that  for  wires  drawn  in  the  ordinary  manner  they  are  evidently 
equal  if  this  section  is  a  circle  or  a  square,  since  in  each  of 
these  cases  the  quadric  will  be  given  by  (11). 

The  determination  of  the  rigidities  A^,  A^,  A^  in  terms  of  the 
shape,  area,  &c.,  of  the  cross  section  must  be  postponed  until  we 
consider  the  subject  of  strain  and  stress  more  particularly. 

312.]  Wire  held  in  a  given  Spiral  with  given  Twist.  Before 
proceeding  to  the  general  case  in  which  the  wire  is  acted  upon 
by  any  forces  and  couples,  we  shall  consider  the  case  in  which 
there  are  only  a  force  and  a  couple  applied  to  each  end,  or  to  one 
end  while  the  other  is  held  fixed. 

Assuming  the  tangent  to  the  central  line  to  he  a  principal  axi9  of 
strain^  and  aho  that  its  rigidities  round  all  transverses  are  equals  it 
is  required  to  find  the  force  and  couple  which  must  he  applied  to  each 
end  in  order  to  keep  the  wire  in  the  form  of  a  given  heliXy  and  with 
a  given  constant  rate  of  twist, 

[This  problem  is  solved  in  Art.  602  of  Thomson  and  Tait, 
vol.  ii.] 

Let  R  (Fig.  272)  be  the  force  and  G  the  axis  of  the  couple 
applied  to  one  end.  Then,  reducing  R  and  &  to  a  wrench,  the 
axis  of  this  wrench  must  be  the  axis  of  the  cylinder  on  which  the 
given  spiral  lies. 

Let  (72,  iC )  be  the  force  and  couple  of  the  wrench,  and  consider 
the  equilibrium  of  the  portion  between  the  cross  section  at  P  and 
the  end  B,  We  shall  simply  equate  to  zero  the  sum  of  the 
moments  of  the  forces  acting  on  this  portion  about  the  axis  AA\ 
and  about  a  line  through  P  perpendicular  to  A  A'  and  to  the 
radius  of  the  cylinder  drawn  to  P. 

Take  AA'  as  axis  of  z ;  the  radius  of  the  cylinder  drawn  to 
P  as  axis  of  y ;  and  a  perpendicular  to  both  as  axis  of  x.  Let  a 
be  the  inclination  of  the  spiral^  r  the  radius  of  the  cylinder,  r 
the  rate  of  twist. 

Then  the  stress  couples  at  P  exerted  on  the  portion  PB  by  the 
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portion  fA  can  be  reduced  to  two,  viz.  one  abont  the  tangent 
PT^  and  one  abont  the  binormal  to  the  central  line.  If  A^z=z  A^^ 
and  p  is  the  radius  of  curvature  at  P,  the  second  couple  is 

— ,  or  (Art.  309)  A^ • 

Also  the  magnitude  of  the  couple  exerted  on  TB  about  TT 
(the  twisting  couple)  is  A^r^  and  its  axis  is  in  the  sense  fT  if 
the  twist  is  in  the  sense  LK^  since,  if  the  portion  fA  were  re- 
moved, we  should  have  to  apply  to  PB  a  couple  in  the  sense  KL. 

Again,  the  direction-angles  of  PTare  To,  ->  «  — aj  and  those 

of  the  binormal  are  (?+a,  5,  o),  and  the  axis  of  the  bending 

couple  exerted  on  PB  is  to  be  drawn  along  the  binormal  from  P 
towards  the  upper  portion  of  the  figure  as  we  view  it,  by 
Art.  200. 

Hence,  by  moments  about  Aj^y 

K—  A^T  Bin  a-^Ai coso  =  0;  (l) 

and  by  moments  about  a  line  through  P  parallel  to  the  axis  of  Xj 

S.r—A^TCOsa  +  Ai sina  =  0.  (2) 

It  is  scai-cely  necessary  to  observe  that  these  two  equations  of 
moments  are  only  a  part  of  the  condition  of  equilibrium  of  the 
portion  of  the  wire  considered ;  and  that  the  stress  at  P  does  not 
consist  wholly  of  the  two  couples  A^t  (that  of  twisting)  and 

A 

—  (the  'resultant'  bending  couple.  Art.  309) ;  for  there  is  also, 

manifestly,  at  P  a  stress  which  must  be  equal,  parallel,  and 
opposite,  to  R ;   but  this  last  stress  contributes  nothing  in  the 
equations  of  moments  about  axes  selected  as  above. 
We  can  now  consider  particular  cases  of  this  problem. 

Examples. 

1.  If  the  given  rate  of  twist  is  that  which  would  be  produced  by 
laying  the  wire  along  the  cylinder  in  the  manner  described  in 
example  1,  p.  216,  determine  the  necessary  wrench. 

A  —A 
Ans,  B  =    ^   ,    '  cos'  a  sin  o, 

ir 

K  =  (-4,  sin'a  +  A^  cos*  o) # 
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2.  One  end  of  a  wire  is  held  fixed,  while  a  couple,  Q,  is  applied 
(without  any  force)  to  the  other  end,  the  axis  of  the  couple  making 
a  given  angle,  6,  with  the  tangent  at  the  end ;  determine  the  form 
of  the  spiral  assumed  bj  the  wire,  and  its  rate  of  twist. 

Ana.  The  axis  of  the  cylinder  must  be  parallel  to  that  of  Gj 

If 
so  that  the  inclination  of  the  spiral  ia  -^0.    Also,  since  i?  =  0,  we 

have 

.          .  sindcosd     ^ 
A.T^A^ =  0, 

-   sin'^      „,      ^ 
and  A^TCOB0-^A^ =  Z(  =  G), 


from  which 


A.smO 


OcobO 


G     '     "     A,    ^ 

so  that  we  have  the  radius  of  the  cylinder  and  the  rate  of  twist  of  the 
wire.     Thus  everything  relating  to  the  spiral  is  found. 

3.  Show  that,  one  end  of  a  wire  being  held  fixed,  the  wire  may 
be  kept  by  means  of  a  terminal  force  alone  in  the  form  of  a  given 
spiral,  and  find  the  accompanying  rate  of  twist. 

Puttinff  Z  =  0,  we  get  r  = 7^—.—    (r  and   o  being  given). 

A  cos'o  ^8  '"sma 

Then  E= r-. >  which  shows  that  the  ends  must  be  pressed 

r'sina 

towards  each  other. 

The  negative  sign  in  the  value  of  r  means  that  the  twist  is  in 
a  sense  reverse  to  that  of  the  winding  of  the  spiral. 

4.  How  can  a  wire  be  held  in  the  form  of  a  given  helix  so  as  to 
have  no  twist  at  any  point  ? 

Ans.  If  o  =  the  inclination  of  the  spiral,  r  =  radius  of  cylinder, 
A I  the  flexural  rigidity,  apply  at  the  free  end  a  couple  in  the  os- 
culating plane,  whose  moment  =  — ^ (  =  — \,  and  apply  also  at 

this  end  a  compressive  force  parallel  to  the  axis  of  the  cylinder,  equal 

,    A,  sin  a  cos'  a       r— ,      ^  .    .  1  .     ,        .     . 

to  — : .     [The  free   end   is   supposed  to  terminate  on  the 

cylinder,  and  not  to  be  carried  in  towards  the  axis.] 

If  the  wire  when  unstrained  has  the  form  of  a  helix  of  radius 

b  and  inclination  /3,  and  if,  in  its  strained  form,  it  has  radius  r 

and  inclination  a,  one  end  being  fixed  while  the  other  is  acted 

upon  a  force  and  a  couple  which  are  equivalent  to  the  wrench 

cos  fit       cos  S 
(Ity  K),  the  change  of  curvature  at  any  point  is 7 —  > 

and  it  is  to  this  change  that  the  resultant  stress  couple  of  bending 
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(that  in  the  osculating  plane)  is  now  proportional.  Moreover, 
if  we  mark  on  the  wire  the  spiral  line  along  which  in  its  un- 
strained condition  it  touched  the  cylinder  of  radius  d,  and  if  the 
wrench  is  such  as  to  keep  this  marked  line  in  contact  with  the 
cylinder  of  radius  r,  the  rate  of  twist  will  be 

sin  a  cos  a      sin  /3  cos  fi 
r  fi 

Hence  equations  (1)  and  (2)  become 

-^        ,     .       /sinacosa      sin/3co8/3x 
JS:  =  ^3Sina( -^ g ) 

.  /COS'O       C08*/3>v  ,^v 

^A^cosa{— ^),      (3) 

„            .            /  sin  a  cos  a      sin  y3  cos  /3  \ 
It,r  =  ^3  cos  a  (^ -r j 

J      .  /COS^O        C08^/3\  ,^v 

^A^Bma{— ^)-       (4) 

Thomson  and  Tait  (Nat  PAil.  vol.  ii.  p.  141)  take  other 
variables  than  a  and  r  to  express  the  new  spiral— viz.  the  axial 
distance,  z,  between  the  ends  of  the  spiral,  and  the  whole  angle 
<f)  through  which  the  spiral  winds  round  its  axis. 

If  /  =  the  whole   length  of  the   spiral,  it   is  obvious  that 

^  =  /  sin  a,  and  0  =  -  cos  a.     The  angle  <!)  may  be  considered  as 

that  included  between  a  plane  through  the  axis  and  one  end,  A, 
and  a  plane  through  the  axis  and  the  other  end,  £,  of  the  spiral. 
Using  these  new  variables,  we  have 

^  y/2  —  «2  ^ 

K  =  A/^{z4>-Ay)  +  A/-'^^  ^  (^  Vl'^-z^-y  yO^^^'),     (5) 

B=.A,f,{z^-Ay)- A^r^=  (<(>  VP^- - y  VF:^'),  (6) 

where  A  is  the  axial  distance  between  the  ends  and  y  the  value  of 
(f)  in  the  unstrained  position. 

We  now  proceed  to  a  verification. 

Since  z  is  measured  along  the  line  of  action  of  R,  and  0  is 
measured  round  the  axis,  it  is  clear  that  the  work  done  by  the 
wrench  in  a  small  further  deformation  is 

Pdz-\-Kd(f>, 

and  since  this  is  the  work  done  against  the  stresses,  which  we 
have  assumed  to  have  a  potential  (Art.  311),  it  follows  that  this 
VOT.  II.  q 
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expression  must  be  the  differential  of  a  single  fanction ;  and  we 
see  at  once  on  trial  that  it  is  the  differential  of  the  fanction 

or  of  the  frinction 
A 


P 


which  differs  by  a  constant  from  the  previous  function. 

If  tj  is  the  curvature  in  the  strained  state,  «r  =  — 
and  if  isr^  is  the  curvature  in  the  unstrained  state, 

y  ^/¥^^        ..  zi^  —  hy 

^0= p Alsor  =  — ^2— ' 

Hence  the  above  function  is 

which  is,  as  anticipated,  the  potential  of  the  stress,  i.e.  the  Static 
Energy,  of  the  whole  spring.     [See  Art.  311,  expression  (10).] 

Equations  (5)  and  (6)  give  the  magnitudes  of  the  couple  and 
force,  constituting  a  wrench  about  the  axis  of  the  spiral,  which 
are  required  to  produce  given  changes,  z^A  and  ^  — y,  in  the 
wire ;  or,  conversely,  the  changes  which  are  produced  in  it  by 
a  given  wrench. 

It  remains  to  notice  the  case  in  which  the  change  of  form 
from  the  unstrained  to  the  strained  state  is  very  small. 

We  may  then  put  <()  =  y  +  60,  and  z  =  A-\-bz.     Then 

2C./3=  {A^'-Aj)yA.bz+[A^A^-\-A^{l^^A^)].b<l>,        (7) 

R.P=  {A^'^A,j^)y\bz  +  {A,-^A^)yA.h<l>.  (8) 

Suppose  the  wire  to  form  a  spiral  of  very  small  inclination. 
Then,  either  from  the  two  equations  just  written,  or,  more  di- 
rectly, from  the  fundamental  equations  (3)  and  (4),  the  values  of 
the  requisite  couple  and  force  may  be  found.  In  (3)  and  (4),  if 
for  sin  a  we  put  a,  &c.,  we  have 

neglecting  in  the  value  of  Itr  the  term  a( v  )  •      If  for  o  we 

z         A-^-hz  . 

pnt-,or-^,wehave      r^^^^,^  (9) 
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if  we  neglect  the  term  -^  ( 7-)>  which  is  evidently  an   in- 
finitesimal of  the  second  order.     The  value  of  K 

(since  y  +  «</)=  -»      7  =  j) 

A 
can  be  written  K=-z^b<f>.  (lO) 

In  this  case,  then,  the  couple  produces  simply  rotation  and  no 
lengthening,  while  the  force  produces  a  lengthening  and  no 
rotation. 

Prof.  J.  Thomson  has  given  a  simple  rule  for  the  elongation, 
bz,  of  the  axial  length  of  a  spiral  of  small  inclination,  produced 
by  a  given  axial  force  at  one  end,  the  other  being  held  fixed. 
The  rule  is  the  interpretation  of  (9)  above.  Suppose  the  wire 
constituting  the  spiral  to  be  made  straight  and  coincident  with 
the  axis  of  the  cylinder  (of  radius  6)  on  which  it  was  wound. 
Let  one  end,  A,  be  held  fixed  ;  let  the  other,  B,  be  rigidly  con-* 
nected  with  a  cap  or  torsion-head  which  just  fits  the  cylinder 
and  can  be  turned  about  its  axis. 

If  the  given  force  R  is  applied  tangentially  to  the  circumference 
of  this  torsion-head,  its  point  of  application  will  move  through  a 
certain  circular  arc  until  it  is  stopped  by  the  torsional  resistance 
of  the  wire.  The  length  of  this  arc  is  the  axial  motion  (bz)  which 
the  force  R  produced  when  applied  to  draw  out  the  spiral. 

For,  considering  the  equilibrium  of  the  portion  of  this  straight 
wire  between  any  point  P,  and  the  extremity,  -B,  we  have  by 
moments  about  its  central  line 

But  a>3  is  the  strain  rotation  per  unit  length,  therefore  ^0)3  is 
the  whole  angular  rotation  of  the  end  ^,  and  the  circular  arc 
described  by  a  point  on  the  circumference  of  the  torsion-head  is 

Wwg,  which  is  —.-  ;  and  this  is  precisely  bz  in  (9). 

A3 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  then,  that  in  the  case  of  a  wire  which 
forms  a  cylindrical  spiral  of  small  inclination — such,  for  instance, 
as  the  spiral  wire  employed  in  Siemens's  Ammeter  and  Wattmeter 
— if  the  spiral  is  drawn  out  in  the  direction  of  its  axis  through 
a  small  distance  (so  that  it  is  still  a  spiral  of  small  inclination), 
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it  is  the  torsional  rigidity  {A^)  and  not  the  fiexnral  rigidity  {A^ 
that  is  called  into  play.  Moreover,  if  one  end  of  such  a  spiral  is 
rotated  (instead  of  being  drawn  out),  as  happens  in  the  Ammeter 
and  Wattmeter,  it  is  the  jlearural  and  not  the  torsional  rigidity 
that  is  called  into  play  ;  for  50  in  (10)  involves  A^  and  not  A^. 

And  if  the  spiral  is  not  one  of  very  small  inclination,  these 
results  are  not  true — ^i.  e.  both  rigidities  will  be  called  into  play 
by  axial  stretching,  and  both  by  terminal  rotation. 

313.]  Case  of  ContinuouBly  Distributed  Force.  Assuming 
that  the  principal  torsion-flexure  axes  at  any  point  of  the  wire 
are  the  tangent,  PT^  to  the  central  line  and  two  lines,  PK  and 
PL  (Fig.  272)  in  the  normal  section,  suppose  that  instead  of 
mere  terminal  force  and  couple  we  have  external  bodily  force 
(like  weight,  for  example,)  acting  on  all  the  elements,  as  well 
as  external  bodily  couple.  There  may,  in  addition,  be  terminally 
applied  forces  and  couple& 

Assume,  for  the  present,  that  the  wire  when  unstrained  was 
straight 

Consider  the  equilibrium  of  the  elementary  portion  of  the 
wire  between  the  cross  sections  at  P  and  P'\  then  before  strain 
the  principal  axes,  P'K\  P'L\  P'T\  at  P'  were  parallel  to  those 
at  P.  After  strain  they  will  occupy  positions,  relatively  to  those 
at  P,  which  are  obtained  by  holding  the  normal  section  at  P  fixed 
and  rotating  the  system  of  axes  at  P'  round  PK,  PL,  PT  through 
angles  equal  to  co^rf*,  Wg^fo,  0)3  rf*,  respectively. 

Hence  we  easily  find  the  following  table  for  the  direction- 
cosines  of  the  strained  positions  of  the  axes  at  P^  with  reference 
to  those  at  P: — 


PK 

PL 

PT 

T'K' 

1 

(a^ds 

— 0)2^^ 

FL' 

—  u^ds 

1 

Wids 

FT 

ua^dt 

—  0)^^ 

1 

magnitudes  of  the  order  ds^  being  neglected. 

Let  Z|,  Zg,  Z3  be  the  principal  stress  couples  at  P,  and  5^, 
S^y  S^  the  components  along  PK,  PL,  PT  of  the  internal  force 
exerted  on  the  cross-section  at  P  by  the  lower  portion,  PA,  of 
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the  wire  in  Fig.  ay 2,  the  same  letters  with  dashes  defining  the 
corresponding  things  at  P\    Also  let  the  components  of  external 
bodily  conple  applied  to  the  portion  between  the  two  cross-sections 
be  Gids,  G,^dsy  G^ds ;  and  of  bodily  force  Z^rf*,  X^ds,  X^ds, 
Equating  to  zero  the  total  component  force  parallel  to  PK, 

we  have      S^S^' -i-  S^\o^^ds^S^\a>^d€-^X^d9  =  0. 

dSl 
But  5/=  ^1  +  -^ds ;  therefore  in  the  limit 

JO 

^-«,^,+<»2^3  =  jrj.  (1) 

JO 

Similarly,  ^iff  ""^I'^a  +  «3^i  =  -^2>  (2) 


ds 
dS^ 


8 


or 


^,-«2^1+«l52=^-  (3) 

Again,  by  moments  round  PK  we  easily  find 

i/j  —  i/  +  L2.  oi^dd'^L^.  cogrf*  +  S^da  +  G^^^fo  =  0, 

-;^— «3^2  +  «2^8-^2  =  ^1-  (4) 

Similarly,  -j^ — Wj  -C3  +  tajj^  +  Sj  =  G^y  (6) 

-^-«2A  +  «i^2        =  <?8-  (6) 

[With  a  view  to  homogeneity  in  our  equations,  it  may  be  well 
to  observe  that  S^^  S^,  S^  are  forces — not  forces  per  unit  area; 
Xj,  X2,  X3  are  forces  per  unit  length  ;  &j,  Gjs  ^8  ^^^  couples  per 
unit  length ;  Mji  a>2)  ^8  ^'^  curvatures,  or  angular  rotations  per 
unit  length.] 

Observing  now  that  L^  =  A^^toi ;  Z2  =  -^2^2  >  -^s  ^  ^3^8 >  ^^^ 
last  three  equations  become,  if  ^j,  ^2>  ^s  ^®  constant  through- 
out the  wire         .  rfft)i      iji       4\  n    .  Q  if\ 

^i-^"^^^"'^^)'^^'^^^  <?i  +  ^2>  (7) 

J,^-K-..<,)a,3«,=  (?2«5p  (8) 

^3^-(^,«^,)a,,ai,=  «3  5  (9) 

which  (see  Routh's  Rigid  Dynamics^  chap,  v.,  or  Williamson  and 
Tarleton's  Dynamics^  chap,  x.)  are  identical  with  the  equations  of 
motion  of  a  rigid  body  with  one  point  fixed,  the  arc  9  measured 
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along  the  wire  corresponding  to  the  time  t  in  the  motion  of  the 
bodj,  and  the  component  curvatures  and  twist,  co,,  0)2,  0)3,  from 
point  to  point  of  the  wire  corresponding  to  the  component 
angular  velocities,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  rotating  body — 
this  body  being  supposed  to  be  at  each  instant  acted  upon  by 
couples  numerically  equal  to  G^-^S^,  62—8^,  and  (73  about  its 
principal  axes,  while  its  principal  moments  of  inertia  at  the  fixed 
point  are  numerically  equal  to  A^^  A^^  A^. 

If  the  imstrained  wire  is  not  straight,  let  a^  and  Og  be  the  com- 
ponent curvatures  in  the  planes  perpendicular  to  PK  and  P£, 
respectively,  before  strain.  Then  the  direction-cosines  of  PK^ 
with  respect  to  PK,  PL,  PT  before  strain  are  (1,  0,  Ogrf*) ;  and 
if  ^1 J  ^2  >  ^8  *^®  ^^^  bending  and  twisting  rotations  per  unit 
length,  the  direction-cosines  of  PK^  after  strain  are  easily  found 
to  be  [1 ,  ^3  dSy  —  (ttg  +  62)  rf*].  Now  Og  +  ^2  is  the  new  component 
curvature  in  the  plane  perpendicular  to  PL.  If  we  denote  this 
by  012  and  use  0)3  for  ^3  to  preserve  the  previous  notation,  we  find 
that  all  the  equations  (1)  ...  (6)  hold  for  this  case,  co^  and  (i>2 
being  the  new  component  curvatures  (and  not  changes  in  them). 

Equations  (7),  (8),  (9)  will  not  hold  in  this  case ;  for  we  have 
^^=^j(a)j — ttj),  and  i/2  =  ^2  (^2  ~"  ^)>  which  must  be  substi- 
tuted in  (4),  (5),  (6) ;  so  that  the  equations  become 

&c.,  &c. 

814.]  Kinetio  Analogies.  In  a  very  simple  case  (Art.  307) 
of  a  strained  wire  it  has  been  shown  that  the  curvatures  at 
different  points  are  numerically  equal  to  the  angular  velocities, 
at  different  times,  of  a  certain  compound  pendulum. 

We  propose  to  notice  a  less  restricted  case  now. 

Suppose  that  a  wire  (Fig.  272)  is  bent  and  twisted  under  the 
influence  solely  of  terminal  forces  and  couples,  and  suppose  that 
the  wire  was  originally  straight.  Then,  from  last  Article,  it  appears 
that  the  equations  for  its  component  curvatures  and  its  twist  are 
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where  S^,  S^  are  the  components  of  the  stress  (force)  exerted  on 
the  normal  section  at  P  along  the  lines  PK  and  PL. 

Now,  considering  the  equilibrium  of  the  whole  length  PB  of 
the  wire  between  P  and  the  extremity  B,  we  see  that  the  force 
and  couple  of  strain  at  P  must  be  equal  and  opposite  to  R  and  0 
at  B;  i.e.  ^1,  &2»  "^s  ^^^  simply  equal  to  the  components  of  R 
along  PK,  PL,  PT. 

Imagine  a  rigid  body  moveable  round  a  fixed  point  0,  at 
which  point  we  draw  three  lines  Ok,  01,  Ot  parallel  to  the  lines 
PK,  PL,  PT  in  the  wire,  and  let  the  body  have  moments  of 
inertia  equal  \jq  A^,  A^,  A^  about  Oi,  01,  Ot,  which  are  the 
principal  axes  of  the  body  at  0, 

Moreover,  let  this  body  be  acted  upon  by  a  force  equal  and 
parallel  to  22  at  a  point  p  on  the  axis  Ot  such  that  0^  is  a  unit 
length  (the  unit  implied  in  the  measurement  of  curvature  in  the 
wire).  Then  the  components  of  R  parallel  to  Ok  and  01  will  be 
obviously  S^  and  S,^,  and  the  equations  for  the  angular  velocities 
of  the  body  round  Ok,  01,  Ot  will  be  precisely  the  same  as  (l), 
(2),  (3)  for  the  component  curvatures  and  twist  of  the  wire. 
[It  is  understood,  of  course,  that  A^,  A^,  A^  are  each  constant  all 
along  the  wire,  which  may  have  a  section  of  any  (but  constant) 
shape.] 

If,  then,  the  body  is  started  with  angular  velocities  the  same 
in  magnitudes  and  senses  as  the  component  curvatures  at  any 
point,  P,  of  the  wire,  it«  principal  axes  being  at  starting  made 
parallel  to  the  principal  axes  of  strain  at  P,  while  it  is  acted 
upon  by  the  constant  force  R  as  described,  its  principal  axes  of 
inertia  will  at  any  time  be  parallel  to  the  principal  axes  of  strain 
at  the  point  (Q,  suppose)  reached  at  that  instant  by  a  point 
travelling  originally  from  P  with  constant  unit  velocity  along 
the  wire ;  and  the  component  angular  velocities  and  curvatures 
will  also  correspond. 

Hence  the  Kinetic  Analogue  of  a  wire  of  constant  section  bent 
and  twisted  hy  terminal  forces  and  couples  is  a  rigid  body  moving 
round  a  fixed  point  while  acted  on  by  a  force  of  constant  magnitude, 
direction,  and  point  of  application;  e.g.  a  heavy  rigid  body 
moving  round  a  fixed  point. 

The  case  in  which  the  motion  of  this  pendulous  body  is  uni- 
planar  is  that  discussed  in  Art.  307.  This  analogy  is  due  to 
Kirchhofi*,  and  the  reader  will  find  it  discussed  from  a  different 
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point  of  view  in  a  paper  by  Professor  Larmor  {Proceedings  of  the 
London  Math.  Soc.,  Nos.  225-228). 

The  case  in  which  the  wire  when  unstrained  formed  a  helix 
does  not  correspond  to  the  motion  of  a  rigid  body  about  a  point, 
because  its  equations  are  of  the  type  (10)  of  last  Article ;  but 
Professor  Larmor  {loc.  cit,)  points  out  that  such  a  case  is  analo- 
gous to  that  of  a  rigid  body  rotating  about  a  fixed  point,  a 
revolving  fly-wheel  being  attached  to  the  body,  the  axis  of  the 
fly-wheel  being  fixed  in  the  body. 

EXAHSLES. 

1.  Deduce  the  equations  of  the  plane  elastic  spring  (Art.  304) 
from  the  general  equations,  p.  229. 

2.  In  a  plane  elastic  rod,  without  external  bodily  couple,  the 
shearing  stress  vanishes  at  points  of  maximum  or  minimum  curv- 
ature. 

3.  A  heavy  uniform  inextensible,  but  imperfectly  flexible,  string 
is  suspended  from  two  fixed  points;  prove  that  the  figure  of  the 
*  catenary'  is  given  by  the  equation 

-^  -7T  +  wwr«  cos  ^— T  Bin  ^  =  0, 
cur 

where  A  is  the  flexural  rigidity,  r  the  tension  at  the  lowest  point, 
and  mg  the  weight  per  unit  length  of  the  string ;  6  being  the  in- 
clination of  the  tangent  to  the  horizon,  and  8  the  length  of  the  arc 
measured  from  the  lowest  point. 

(Consider  the  equilibrium  of  the  portion  of  the  curve  between 
the  lowest  point  and  any  point  F,  See  p.  202 ;  and  observe  the  rule 
with  regard  to  signs.) 

4.  Assuming  the  flexural  rigidity  to  be  small,  prove  that,  ap- 
proximately, g      2  A       $ 

taDd  = r, 

e        r  (c'+i,>)* 

in  which  r  =  mgc.     Compare  with  the  result  for  the  flexible  catenary. 

6.  If  the  string  in  Ex.  3  is  replaced  by  a  thin  steel  ribbon  mag- 
netised in  the  direction  of  its  length,  find  the  difierential  equation 
of  the  curve  formed  under  the  influence  of  gravity  and  the  earth's 
magnetism. 

Ans,  If  fJL  is  its  magnetic  moment  per  unit  length,   F  =  the 
resultant  eai*th-force  per  unit  pole,  i  =  the  dip,  the  equation  is 

d^O 
il  —  +  i?i^«C08  ^— T  sin^  +  fji-^sin  (^  +  f)  =  0, 

the  arc  being,  as  previously,  measured  from  the  lowest  point — which 
'b  not  now,  however,  a  point  of  zero  shearing  stress. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

THEORY   OF   ATTBACTION. 

Section  1. — Direct  Calculation  of  Attraction. 

315J|  Newtonian  Law  of  Attraction.  The  motions  of  the 
planets  and  comets  of  the  solar  system  can  be  explained  com- 
pletely on  the  hypothesis  that  each  body  of  this  system  attracts 
every  other  body  of  the  system  with  a  force  which  in  any 
position  of  the  two  bodies  is  directly  proportional  to  the  product 
of  the  masses  of  the  bodies,  and  which  in  different  positions  is 
inversely  proportional  to  the  square  of  the  distance  between 
them.  The  feet  that  the  positions  which  will  be  occupied  by 
comets  can  be  predicted  with  certainty,  that  the  existence  of 
Neptune  was  mathematically  deduced  from  the  assumption 
that  certain  disturbances  in  the  motion  of  Uranus  were  due 
to  the  attraction  of  an  unknown  planet  according*  to  the  above 
law,  and  several  other  facts  of  the  same  kind,  all  prove  that  the 
law  holds  with  all  the  accuracy  that  human  observation  is 
capable  of  testing,  so  fer  as  the  action  upon  each  other  of  large 
masses  separated  by  distances  which  are  great  compared  with 
their  linear  dimensions  is  concerned. 

As  to  the  cause,  or  mechanism,  to  which  this  attraction  is  due, 
nothing  is  known.  Newton  says  in  the  Scholium  at  the  end 
of  Book  III  of  The  Principia,  *  To  us  it  is  enough  that  gravity 
does  really  exist  and  act  according  to  the  laws  which  we  have 
explained,  and  abundantly  serves  to  account  for  all  the  motions 
of  the  celestial  bodies  and  of  our  sea.'  A  little  before  this  in 
the  same  Scholium  he  says,  *  But  hitherto  I  have  not  been  able 
to  discover  the  cause  of  those  properties  of  gravity  from  phe- 
nomena, and  I  frame  no  hypothesis  {AypotAeses  nonfifigoy 


3 1 5-]  NEWTONIAN   LAW   OP   ATTRACTION.  235 

Although  Newton  framed  no  hypothesis  on  the  mode  by 
which  gravitation  is  propagated  through  space,  he  mentions 
certain  speculations  which  were  current  in  his  time,  and  which 
have  been  brought  into  great  prominence  in  our  days.  Thus, 
at  the  end  of  section  xi.  of  book  I.  he  says,  '  I  here  use  the  word 
attraction  in  general  for  any  endeavour,  of  whatever  kind,  made 
by  bodies  to  approach  each  other ;  whether  thatendeavour  arise 
from  the  action  of  the  bodies  themselves,  as  tending  mutuaUy 
to  or  agitating  each  other  by  spirits  emitted;  or  whether  it 
arises  from  the  action  of  the  sether  or  of  the  air,  or  of  any 
medium  whatsoever,  whether  corporeal  or  incorporeal,  anyhow 
impelling  bodies  placed  therein  towards  each  other.' 

By  far  the  most  promising  step  that  has  been  taken  towards 
a  solution  of  this  great  difficulty  is  the  discovery  by  Faraday 
that  the  attraction  between  two  electrified  bodies  is  influenced 
by  the  insulating  medium  in  which  they  are  placed,  inasmuch 
as  this  discovery  renders  it  highly  improbable  that  any  force 
produced  by  one  body  on  another  is  a  direct  action  at  a  disfuHce. 
This  discovery  has  been  worked  by  Clerk  Maxwell  into  a  con- 
sistent mathematical  theory  of  the  mechanism  by  which  mag- 
netic and  electromagnetic  actions  are  propagated  by  a  rare 
medium  filling  space. 

Newton  does  not,  however,  confine  the  law  of  attraction 
according  to  the  inverse  square  of  distance  to  large  masses 
like  the  planets ;  for  he  investigates  the  attraction  of  a  solid 
on  a  particle,  even  when  the  particle  is  within  the  matter 
forming  the  body,  on  the  supposition  that  this  particle  is  at- 
tracted by  ever^  elementary  particle  of  the  body — however  close 
to  the  attracted  particle — with  a  force  expressed  by  this  law. 

The  assumption  that  every  indefinitelif  mnall  pariich  cf  matter 
attracts  every  other  particle  icith  a  force  which  acts  in  the  right 
line  joining  the  particles  and  whose  magnitude  is  directly  pro^ 
portional  to  the  product  of  the  quantities  of  matter  in  the  particles 
and  inversely  proportional  to  the  square  of  the  distance  between 
them  is  the  formula  of  what  is  called  the  Law  cf  Universal 
Gravit'ation. 

The  terms  of  the  enunciation  render  it  clear  that  the  linear 
dimensions  of  the  particles  must  be  infinitely  small  compared  with 
the  distance  between  them — otherwise,  indeed,  the  term  *  distance 
between  them'  would  be  unmeaning.     We  shall  soon   prove, 
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however,  that  if  the  particles  are  homogeneous  and  spherical, 
this  limitation  may  be  removed,  and  the  *  distance  between 
them '  is  the  distance  between  their  centres. 

But  it  is  just  at  this  point — i.  e.  when  dealing  with  forces 
exerted  on  each  other  by  indefinitely  close  molecules — that  our 
ignorance  of  the  cause  or  mechanism  of  this  attraction  introduces 
a  most  unsatisfactory  dualism— or  rather  multiplicity  of  laws — 
into  physical  science.*  For  we  are  often  presented  with  re- 
pulsions  instead  of  attractions,  and  the  phenomena  of  Elasticity 
and  Capillarity  have  hitherto  compelled  physicists  to  assume 
other  laws  of  force  between  molecules  than  the  Newtonian  law 
of  the  inverse  square  of  distance,  or  the  law  of  nature,  as  it  is 
often  called. 

Electrical  and  magnetic  attractions  and  repulsions  are  proved 
by  experiment  to  obey  this  law,  and  therefore  the  theory  of 
attraction  is  almost  wholly  a  discussion  of  its  consequences. 

The  quantitative  expression  of  the  Newtonian  law  is  as 
follows.  Suppose  two  very  small  particles  whose  masses  are 
m  grammes  and  m^  grammes  to  be  placed  at  a  distance  of  r 
centim^res  apart — ^this  distance  being,  as  before  said,  very 
g^eat  compared  with  the  linear  dimensions  of  either  particle; 
then  each  will  attract  the  other  with  a  force  equal  to 

y  -^  <iy^es,  (a) 

in  which  expression  y  is  an  absolute  constant,  i.e.  one  whose 
magnitude  is  independent  of  the  magnitudes  of  the  masses  and 
their  distanca 

We  shall  subsequently  calculate  the  value  of  y,  which  is  called 
the  absolute  cotutant  of  gravitation.     With  the  units  of  mass  and 
distance  chosen  as  above,  y  is  evidently  tAe  number  of  dynes  in 
the  force  with  which  a  mass  of  one  gramme  condensed  into  an  in- 
finitely small  volume  attracts  an   equal  mass  similarly  condensed 


*  For  example.  Clerk  Maxwell,  in  his  article  on  Capillary  Action  {En^cyclop. 
Brit.')  says :  '  The  forces  which  are  concerned  in  these  phenomena  are  those 
which  act  between  neighbonring  parts  of  the  same  substance,  and  which  are 
called  forces  of  cohesion,  and  Uiose  which  act  between  portions  of  matter  of 
different  kinds,  which  are  called  forces  of  adhesion.  These  forces  are  quite 
insensible  between  two  portions  of  matter  separated  by  any  distance  which  we 
can  directly  measure.  It  is  only  when  the  cUstance  becomes  exceedingly  small 
that  these  forces  become  perceptible.* 

Clearly  science  still  needs  a  vigorons  application  of  Occam*s  Razor. 
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at  a  distance  of  one  centimetre  ;  or,  as  we  shall  see,  the  force  of 
attraction  between  two  homogeneous  spherical  grammes  with 
a  distance  of  one  centimetre  between  their  centres. 

316.]  Conical  Angles.  Let  ABODE  {^g.  273)  be  any  closed 
curve,  plane  or  tortuous,  and  0  any  point.  If  from  0  lines  OA^ 
0£,  &c.,  are  drawn  to  every 
point  on  the  curve,  we  obtain 
a  cone.  If  round  0  a  sphere 
of  1  centimetre  radius  is  de- 
scribed, the  rays  OA,  0-B,  &c., 
constituting  the  cone  will 
intersect  the  spherical  surface 
in  a  curve  abode ;  and  the 
number  of  square  centimetres 
in  the  area  of  the  spherical 
surface  contained  within  this 
curve  is  called  the  solid  angle  ^' 

subtended  at  0  by  the  given 

curve  ABODE,  Instead  of  this  term  (which  is  in  no  way  ex- 
pressive) we  shall  use  the  term  Oonical  Angle,  If  the  sphere 
described  round  0  has  a  radius  of  1  mile  instead  of  1  cm.,  the 
number  of  square  miles  of  the  spherical  surface  enclosed  by  abode 
will  be  the  conical  angle,  and  this  number  will  be  the  same  as  that 
of  square  centimetres  on  a  sphere  of  radius  1  cm.  Generally, 
if  a  sphere  of  any  radius,  r,  be  described  round  0,  and  the  curve 
ABODE  conically  projected,  as  above,  on  its  surface,  the  ratio 
of  the  area  of  abode  to  the  square  of  the  radius  r  is  the  measure 
of  the  conical  angle  subtended  at  0  by  the  given  curve— just  as 
the  plane  angle  subtended  at  0  by  any  two  points,  P,  Q,  is  the 
ratio  of  the  length  of  the  arc  of  any  circle,  with  0  as  centre 
in  the  plane  POQ^  intercepted  by  the  rays  OP  and  OQ,  to  the 
length  of  the  radius. 

A  conical  angle  is  thus  a  mere  numbery  like  the  circular 
measure  of  a  plane  angle. 

The  sum  of  all  the  conical  angles  round  any  point  is  4ir, 
because  it  is  the  whole  area,  in  square  centimetres,  of  a  sphere 
of  1  cm.  radius  described  round  the  point. 

The  conical  angle  subtended  by  any  closed  plane  curve  at  any 
point  which  is  in  the  plane  of  the  curve  and  inside  its  area  is 
2  IT,  since  the  rays  OA^  OB^  &c.,  from  0  to  the  different  points 
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on  the  curve  intersect  a  spherical  surface  described  round  0  as 
centre  in  a  great  circle  of  the  sphere. 

Let  any  closed  surface  be  broken  up  into  an  indefinitely  great 
number  of  small  elements  of  area ;  then  the  sum  of  all  the 
conical  angles  subtended  by  the  contours  of  these  elements  at 
any  point,  0,  inside  the  given  closed  sur&ce  is  obviously  4  tt. 

If  0  is  anywhere  on  the  surface  itself,  the  sum  of  all  the  conical 
angles  subtended  at  0  by  the  elements  of  area  of  the  surfiu;e  is 
2  TT,  since  the  slender  cones  revolving  round  0  lie  all  on  one  side 
of  the  tangent  plane  at  0,  and  they  will  cut  off  only  the  area 
of  half  the  sphere  described  round  0, 

If  0  is  anywhere  outside  the  given  closed  surface,  the  sum  of 
all  the  conical  angles  subtended  at  0  by  the  elements  of  area  on 
the  surface  is  zero.     This  case  requires  a  little  explanation. 

Let  any  line  drawn  through  0  meet  the  given  closed  surface 
in  points  ij,  igj  -^j  •'i  ^^S-  ^74)>  ^^  which  there  must  be  an 

even  number;  and 
let  a  very  slender 
cone  of  rays  drawn 
through  0  intersect 
the  surface  in  the 
small  elements  of 
Fig.  374.  area  represented  at 

these  points.  Then 
although  numerically 
the  conical  angles  subtended  at  0  by  these  elements  of  area  are 
all  the  same,  distinctions  of  sign  must  be  made  between  them. 
These  distinctions  can  easily  be  made  thus.  At  P^  it  is  the 
outside  of  the  surfi^e  that  is  turned  towards  0 ;  at  ij  it  is  the 
inside  ;  at  P^  the  outside  ;  and  at  P^  the  inside.  Hence  if  e/co  is 
the  magnitude  of  the  conical  angle  subtended  at  0  by  these 
elements,  we  may  agree  to  make  it  plus  for  the  inside  aspects, 
ij  and  P^ ,  and  minus  for  the  outside  aspects,  P^  and  P^ ;  so  that 
the  sum  of  the  conical  angles  subtended  at  0  by  these  four  ele- 
ments of  the  given  surface  is  zero. 

For  the  purpose  of  projecting  any  element  of  area — as  that  at 
ij — on  any  plane,  we  may  adopt  the  convenient  and  consistent 
plan  of  drawing  at  the  point  the  normal,  ii«i,  outwards  from 
the  surface  proportional  in  length  to  the  element  of  area, 
marking  its  extremity  with  an  arrowhead,  thus  treating  it  as 


31 6.]  CONICAL   ANGLES.  239 

a  directed  magnitude,  like  a  force,  and  taking  its  component  along 
the  normal -to  the  plane  as  representing  in  magnitude  and  sign 
the  projection  of  the  element  of  area  at  P^  along  the  plane  in 
question. 

Thus,  the  conical  angle  subtended  at  0  by  the  element, 
rf-Sj,  of  area  at  JFJ  is  represented  by  the  projection  of  Pwj  along 
the  line  OQ  which  is  the  normal  to  the  sur£Etce  of  the  sphere 
of  projection ;  this  gives  the  conical  angle  =i  dS^^x  cos  «jij  Q, 
which  is  negative.     Similarly  for  the  other  points,  ij,  ij,  ij. 

If  dS  is  any  element  of  area  of  a  surface  at  a  point  P,  and  dot 
is  the  conical  angle  subtended  at  any  point  0  by  this  element, 
while  xj/  is  the  angle  between  OP  and  the  outward-drawn  normal 

at  P,  we  have  Qp2 

rf5  = i  •doa,  (a) 

cosy  ^  ^ 

For,  if  a  sphere  is  described  through  P  having  0  for  centre, 
the  cone  of  rays  which  intercepts  the  area  d<a  square  centimetres 
on  the  sphere  of  1  cm.  radius  will  intercept  on  this  sphere  an 
area  of  OP^.do)  square  centimHres  (if  OP  is  measured  in  centi- 
metres) ;  and  since  this  is  the  projection  of  dS  on  the  surface 
of  the  sphere,  we  have  the  result  (a). 

The  locus  of  the  point  0  at  which  a  given  closed  curve,  or  circuU, 
subtends  a  constant  conical  angle  is  a  surface  which  contains  the 
given  curve  as  an  edge — just  as  in  piano  the  locus  of  a  point  0  at 
which  two  fixed  points,  2,  B,  subtend  a  constant  angle  is  a  curve 
(circle)  passing  through  A  and  B,  The  constant  angle  belonging 
to  any  one  of  a  series  of  circles  passing  through  A  and  B  may  be 
found  by  joining  any  point  on  the  circle  to  A  and  B;  but  if  the 
point  selected  on  the  circle  is  either  A  or  B  itself,  an  indeterminate- 
ness  naturally  arises,  since  the  line  joining  J9  to  itself  is  indeterminate. 
However,  for  any  one  circle  if  we  take  a  point  on  the  curve  infinitely 
close  to  Bf  the  direction  of  the  line  joining  it  to  J9  is  the  tangent 
to  the  circle  at  B ;  so  that  the  angle  pertaining  to  that  circle  is 
the  angle  between  A  B  and  the  tangent  to  the  circle  at  B, 

Similarly  when  the  point  0  is  taken  on  the  given  circuit,  the 
conical  angle  subtended  at  it  by  the  curve  is  naturally  indeterminate ; 
and  to  determine  the  angle  pertaining  to  any  one  suiface  of  the  series 
of  surfaces  of  constant  conical  angle  having  the  given  circuit  for  an 
edge,  we  must  take  a  point,  (/,  infinitely  close  to  0  in  Hie  tcmgent 
plane  to  the  2>ctrticiUar  surface.  The  rays  joining  ff  to  the  various 
points  on  the  neighbouring  part  of  the  circuit  form  a  semicircular 
fan  of  rays  in  the  tangent  plane,  and  they  will  intersect  the  sphere 
of  unit  radius  described  round  0  as  centre  in  a  semicircle ;  thus  the 
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projection  of  the  given  circuit  (which  projection  answers  to  the  curve 
a6cc^  in  Fig.  273)  on  the  unit  sphere  at  0  consists  of  a  great  semi- 
circle and  some  irregular  curve,  U  (suppose),  completing  this  semi- 
circle into  a  closed  curve  on  the  sphere ;  and  the  area  of  the  sphere 
inside  this  closed  curve  is  the  conical  angle  belonging  to  the  selected 
surface  locus. 

To  find  the  angle  at  which  two  surfaces  of  constant  conical  angles, 
0),  and  o),,  cut  each  other  at  any  point,  0,  on  their  common  edge 
of  intersection,  describe  the  unit  sphere  round  0  as  centre.  Then 
we  have  just  seen  that  the  conical  angle  belonging  to  the  surface 
a>|  is  the  area  of  the  spher6  included  by  a  closed  curve  on  its  sur&ce 
consisting  of  a  great  semicircle  S^  and  an  irregular  curve  U;  and  the 
conical  angle  o),  belonging  to  the  other  sur&ce  is  the  area  of  the 
sphere  included  between  a  great  semicircle  S^  (having  the  same 
diameter  as  S^)  and  the  same  irregular  curve  U.  Hence  (tfj/'^a),  is 
the  area  of  the  lune  included  between  S^  and  S^ ;  but  S^^  and  S^  lie 
in  the  tangent  planes  to  the  surfaces  ca^  and  o),*  respectively,  so  that 
the  angle,  0,  between  them  is  the  angle  at  which  the  two  surfaces 
intersect ;  and  the  area  of  the  lune  =  20  square  centimetres,  if  the 
radius  of  the  unit  sphere  is  1  cm. 

Hence  two  surface-loci  of  constant  conical  angks  «i,  tt2  for  a 
given  circuit  intersect  at  a  constant  angle  at  all  points  on  this 
circuity  the  angle  between  them  being 

316,  a.  Iiine-IntegralB  and  SurfJEice-IntegralB.  The  discussion 
of  the  Conical  Angles  subtended  at  various  points  in  space  by  a 
g^ven  circuit  depends  on  certain  theorems  of  integration  with 
reference  to  unclosed  surfaces  and  their  bounding  edges,  and  as 
the  whole  subject  is  of  much  importance,  particularly  in  the 
theory  of  Electromagnetism,  it  is  considered  advisable  to  devote 
special  consideration  to  it  here. 

Let  </)  (a?,  j^,  z)y  which  we  shall  briefly  denote  by  0,  be  any 
function  of  the  co-ordinates  of  a  point  in  space ;  then  if  any 
surface  (closed  or  unclosed)  be  broken  up  into  infinitesimal 
elements  of  area  and  the  element,  dS^  of  area  at  any  point  be 
multiplied  by  the  value  of  <f>  which  belongs  to  that  point,  the 
sum  of  all  such  products,  viz. 

taken  all  over  the  surface,  is  called  the  Surface^Integral  of  0  over 
the  given  surface. 

In  the  same  way,  if  any  curve  (closed  or  unclosed)  be  taken  in 
sp:K;c,  and  if  it  is  broken  up  into  infinitesimal  elements  of  length, 
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and  the  element  of  length,  (b,  at  any  point  be  multiplied  by  the 
value  of  (p  which  belongs  to  that  point,  the  sum  of  all  such 
products,  viz.,  J  4>dSy 

taken  all  over  the  curve,  is  called  the  Line-Integral  of  <f>  over  the 
given  curve. 

Theorem  1.     ^  ^  and  ^  are  any  two  functions  cf  x^  y^  and  tf 
any  closed  plane  curve  be  described  in  the  plane  xy^  the  double 

^'         !!<"£->"  w 

taken  over  the  area  of  the  curve,  is  equal  to  the  integral 

/(ipdw  +  y^dy)  (P) 

taken  along  the  perimeter  of  the  curve  in  the  sense  in  which  the 
positive  axis  of  x  should  rotate  in  order  to  coincide  with  the  positive 
axis  ofy. 

Let  rpq.,.,  Fig.  275,  represent  the  given  curve.     Take   the 
d\lf 


term 


dxdy  first.     Now 


Jjdx 
to  find  this,  we  may  first  in- 
tegrate with  respect  to  x  con- 
sidering y  constant. 

Let  r  be  any  point  on  the 
contour  and  r/  a  line  parallel 
to  the  axis  of  x;  let  «  be  a 
point  on  the  curve  infinitely 
near  r,  and  ss^  a  line  parallel 
to  the  axis  of  x ;  and  let  /;/ 
and  m  be  perpendiculars  on  ss\ 

Taking  y,  then,  as  constant, 

we  are  to  sum  -—-  dxdy  over 

the  narrow  strip  sr/s^.     This  sum  is 

dylf 


Fig.  275. 


m. 


(y) 


J-^dy,  or  m{\lf'-ylf)f 

if  ^'  and  yj/  are  the  values  of  >/f  at  /  and  r,  respectively. 

Now  observe  that  if  we  travel  over  the  contour  in  the  sense 
of  the  arrow,  taking  at  each  point  the  value  of  the  product 

^dy, 
where,  of  course,  dy  is  the  algebraic  increment  of  jf  in  each 

VOL.  n.  R 
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infinitesimal  step,  we  should  have  in  travelling  from  /  to  «'  the 
term  ^'  X  /«', 

and  in  travelling  from  stor  the  term 

^x(-f«), 
since  the  value  of  ^  at  «  may  obviously  be  taken  the  same  as  at  r. 
These  two   terms,  therefore,  give   the   sum   (y),   so  that  the 
summation  of  ^Ifdy  over  the  contour  will  correctly  give  the  result 
of  the  integration  of  the  strip  r//s^  and  over  all  other  similar 

In  the  same  way,  the  term  —  /  /  -j-dxdy  is  to  be  found  by 

integrating  first  with  respect  to  y,  considering  x  constant.  Let, 
then,  jDjD^  and  q^  be  two  indefinitely  close  parallels  to  the  axis  of 
y,  enclosing  a  narrow  strip.  The  summation  is  to  be  performed 
over  this  strip  from  pU}  p\bo  that  if  4/  and  ^  are  the  values  of 
0  at  p'  and  jo,  respectively,  we  have 

and  in  travelling  over  the  contour  in  the  sense  of  the  arrow, 
while  taking  at  each  point  the  value  of  the  product 

<l>dx^ 

we  should  have  at  j)  the  term  (f>xpm^  and  at  /  the  term 
^'x(— j»V),  the  sum  of  which  is  pni{<f> —  <(/),  which  is  pre- 
cisely (6). 

Hence,  then,  the  area-int^ral  (a)  is  equal  to  the  contour- 
integral  (/3),  which  can,  of  course,  be  expressed  in  the  form  of  the 
line-integral  .     dx        dy.  ^ 

where  rf»  is  the  element  of  length  at  any  point  of  the  curve. 

Theorem  2.  If  (t>  is  any  function  of  x^  y^  z^  the  co-ordinates  of 
a  point  in  space,  and  I,  m,  n  the  direction-cosines  of  the  outward 
normal  at  any  point  of  an  unclosed  surface,  the  integral 


/( 


dy         dx 
taken  over  the  surface,  is  equal  to  the  integral 

f^dz  (,,) 
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faien  along  the  bounding  edge  of  the  surface  by  a  motion  whoae 
projection  on  the  plane  of  xy  is  in  the  sense  in  which  the  positive  axis 
of  X  should  rotate  in  order  to  coincide  with  the  positive  axis  of  y. 

dfh  dth 

It  must  be  observed  that  t-  and  -j-  are  the  partial  differential 

ax  ay  '^ 

coefficients  of  4>  with  respect  to  x  and  y,  and  that  they  take  no 
account  of  any  variation  of  z — belonging,  as  they  are  supposed 
to  do,  indifferently  to  all  points  in  space,  and  not  being  restricted 
to  the  (related)  points  which  lie  on  the  given  sur&ce. 

Suppose  that  the  co-ordinates  of  points  on  the  given  surface 
are  related  by  the  equation 

or  dz  =  pdx  +  qdy,  (1) 

as  is  usual,  where  J9  and  q  are  functions  of  x  and  y  only. 


//(■ 


and      dS  =  \^l  -\-p^  +  q^  dxdy. 

Then  the  given  integral  (f)  can  be  expressed  in  the  form 

which  is  a  double  integral  over  the  area  of  the  projection,  srpq,,. , 

of  the  given  surface  S  on  the  plane  xy. 

Now,  of  course,  a  passage  from  point  to  point  of  the  area  of 

this  projection  will  correspond  to  a  motion  from  one  point  to 

another  on  the  given  sur£su^  S,  and  will  necessarily  involve  a 

dd}         dih 
variation  of  z  in  both  -5-  and  -5-  • 

dx  dy 

Denote  by  ^  the  total  differential  coefficient  of  0  with  respect 

oX 

to  2;  in  the  passage  from  one  point  on  iS  to  a  neighbouring  point 
when  y  remains  constant  but  z  is  altered  with  x.     Then 

d0      d^        d(l> 

'bx^  dx         dz 

Q-    -1    1  b<l}      di,        dip 

Similarly  -  =  ^+y-^. 

Hence  (2)  becomes 

R  2 
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Taking  the  terms  of  this  doable  integral  separately,  we  have 
first  to  integrate  q  r~  with  respect  to  Xy  considering  y  constant, 
i.e.,  to  perform  a  summation  along  the  strip  r/.  Denote,  as 
usual,  -j^  by  *. 

where  (j^)'  is  the  value  of  j^c^  at  /,  and  (q4>)  its  value  at  r. 

In  a  motion  round  the  curve  srpq...  in  the  sense  of  the  arrow, 
the  term  [(j'^/— (?0)]  X  /»'  is  the  same  as  the  sum  of  the  values 
of  q4,.dy 

at  /  and  r,  as  explained  in  Theorem  1.     Hence 

q  -^  dxdy  =  fq^dy—ff  €<f>dxdy,  (4) 


//* 


in  which  the  single  integral  is  one  along  the  contour  Brpq,.. . 

Similarly  rr  '^<t> 

-  I  p  ^dxdy  =  /j)(f>dx'h//9<l)dxdy,  (5) 

the  single  integral  on  the  right  side  being  taken  round  srpq  ... 
in  the  sense  of  the  arrow.     Hence  {3)  becomes  simply 

/4>{pdx-{-qdy).  (6) 

But,  if  a?,  y  are  the  co-ordinates  of  any  point,  /?,  on  the  curve 
^pq.^.i  the  point  P  on  the  edge  of  S,  of  which  p  is  the  projection, 
will  have  the  same  x  and  y^  and  by  (1)  the  increment  of  z  in 
passing  from  P  to  Q  (of  which  q  is  the  projection)  is  the  multiplier 
of  0  in  (6),  so  that  (6)  is  the  value  of 

/4>dz 

in  a  motion  round  the  bounding  edge  PQR.»»j  in  the  sense  of 
the  arrow,  which  was  to  be  proved. 

In  the  same   way,   of  course,  [(n-^— I -t-^dS  =  the  line' 

integral  f^dy  taken  along  the  bounding  edge. 

We  shall  find  it  convenient  to  denote  the  operations 

d  d  d        d  d         d 

az         ay        ax       dz      Idy        dx 

with  regard  to  any  surfiice  the  direction-cosines  of  whose  normal 
are  /,  m,  »,  by  the  symbols 

\%  «^2>  ^8' 
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Theorem  3.  Ifu,v,w  are  any  funetioM  qfHyy^z  the  ciH^rdinat^ 
cf  a  piAnt  in,  space,  and  /,  m,  n  the  directum-carines  qfihe  normal  at 
any  point  on  an  unclosed  surf  ace,  the  integral 

Cij/dw      dv\         ydu       iw>.         ^dv       rf«\)  •« 

taken  over  the  surface,  is  equal  to  the  integral 

/{udX'\-vdy'{'Wdz) 

taken  over  the  bounding  edge  cf  the  surface  by  a  motion  which 
projects  on  the  co-ordinate  planes  in  the  senses  of  positive  rotation 
these  planes. 
This  follows  at  once  from  the  last  Theorem.     For,  taking  the 

we  have  found  that  it  is  simply  fwdz  taken  along  the  edge. 
Similarly  ,     i^         ^'^\jo       ,  j 

taken  along  this  edge  ;  &c. 

This  is  the  result  that  the  line-integral  cf  any  vector  taken  along 
any  circuit  is  equal  to  twice  the  sufface-integral  of  the  normal 
component  of  its  '  rotation,*  or  *  curl,'  taken  over  any  surface  having 
the  given  circuit /or  a  bounding  edge,  of  which  a  different  proof  will 
be  given  in  the  Chapter  on  Strain  and  Stress. 

Another  discussion  of  this  Theorem  will  be  found  in  Clerk 
Maxwell's  Electricity  and  Magnetism,  voL  I.,  Art.  24. 

Put  into  a  quaternion  form,  this  Theorem  is  thus  expressed — 

/SvVp .  dS  =  /Srp .  ds,  (7) 

where  1/  is  a  unit- vector  in  the  direction  of  the  outward-drawn 
normal  at  any  point  of  a^  unclosed  surfacci  r  is  a  unit-vector 
along  the  tangent  at  any  point  of  the  bounding  edge  of  the 
surfiM^,  p  is  any  vector,  and  V  is  the  Hamiltonian  operator 

,  d      ,  d       .  d 
dx       dy        dz 

The  result  in  this  Theorem  gives  the  solution  of  the  following 
inverse  problem  : — Given  the  components,  I/,  T,  W,  of  a  vector, 
p,  which  satisfy  at  all  points  in  space  the  equation 

dU     dF    dW^ 
dm       dy      dz  '^    * 
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to  determine  the  components  of  another  vector,  a,  such  that  the 
surface-integral  of  the  normal  component  of  p  over  any  unclosed 
surfSu^e  shall  be  equal  to  the  line-integral  of  the  tangential 
component  of  <r  taken  along  the  bounding  edge  of  the  given 
sur£EU^. 

For,  in  order  to  transform  the  given  surface-integral  into  a 
line-integral  along  the  edge,  we  must  have 

^^*  ^s     ^^  ^dv  ^  jj    du      dw  __         dv       du  ^  ^  .  . 

dy       dz  "      ^  dz       dx  ^      ^  dx       dy"^      '         ^  ^ 

(Stokes's  method  of  solving  these  will  be  found  in  Lamb's 
Treatise  on  the  Motion  ^Fluids,  Art.  129.) 

316^  bJ]  Calculation  of  Conioal  Angles.  Let  »  be  the  conical 
angle  subtended  by  a  given  circuit,  PQR...,  at  any  point  A 
whose  co-ordinates  are  a,  )S,  y.  Then  by  (a),  p.  239,  if  P  is  any 
point  on  any  surface  having  the  circuit  for  edge,  and  dS  an 
element  of  area  of  this  surfEu^e  at  P, 

rfo)  = -g  cos  ^rf5,  (1) 

where  r  =  APy  dw  =  conical  angle  subtended  by  dS  at  A^  and  i/r 
is  the  angle  between  AP  and  the  normal  to  the  surfitce  at  P. 

Now  t£  Xy  y^  z  are  the  co-ordinates  of  -P,  and  /,  «i,  n  the 
direction-cosines  of  the  normal, 

cosV^  =  -{^(«-a)  +  »*(y-^)  +  il(^-y)}.  (2) 

Hence  /•  \ 

"  =  /78('(*-«)+^(y-i3)+«('^-y)}^^-  (3) 

But  since  r*  =  («— o)*  +  (y— )3)*  +  (xr— y)*,  we  have 

a?— a d  /\\ 

if  "- ^  z—y 

with  similar  values  of  "^-5—  and  —^  •     Hence  (3)  can  be  written 

But  since  a,  )S,  y  are  completely  independent  of  all  co-ordinates 
on  the  sur£M^  8^  and  therefore  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
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limits  of  integration,  the  symbols  of  dilSTerentiation  with  re8i>ect 
to  them  can  be  taken  outside  the  integrals,  and  we  have 

DilSTerentiate  both  sides  with  respect  to  a,  and  observe  that 

d^       d^      d^ 
dp^'^d^ 

so  that  for  -3-5  we  may  write  —(tt^z  +  -7-5) •    Then 
da^  ^  ^dpr      dy^^ 

N.W»bvi«MlyiL(l)=_^(l);    ^(i)  =  _|(l);    to. 

Hence,  first  bringing  the  symbols  of  differentiation  which  are 
within  the  square  brackets  under  the  integral  signs,  (6)  can  be 
written  ^  J  ^  J 

Now,  by  Theorem  2  of  last  Article,  the  surface-integral  on 
which  -r-  operates  is  I  -  dz  taken  along  the  given  circuit,  while 
that  on  which  -p  operates  is  I  -  dy  taken  along  the  circuit ;  so 

that  d<a  ^   d    rdz      d   rdy 

d^"d^jJ''T/l'7'  ^^ 

similar  values  holding  for  j-  and  ^  • 

Denoting  the  line-integrals  /  —  1  /  ~  >  /  ~  along  the  given 

circuit  by  Fy  C,  if,  respectively,  as  in  example  42,  p.  64,  we  have 
for  the  differential  coefficients  of  the  conical  angle  subtended  by 
the  given  circuit  at  any  point  (a,  jS,  y)  the  equations 

d<^_dH^dG   \ 

da  ""  dp      dy 

d(0      dF     dH   .  .  y^ 

dp^d^^d^'f  ^^ 

d^_dG      dF 

dy      da      dfi 
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It  is  evident  that  the  conical  angle  subtended  by  a  given 
circoit  at  any  point  (a,  p,  y)  satisfies  the  differential  equation 

Again,  the  quantities  jP,  6,  J?  which  have  reference  to  a  given 
circuit  and  any  point  (a»  )9,  y)  satisfy  the  equations 

dF     dO     dH     ^  .. 

V«jP=0,     V«C  =  0,     V^H=zO.  (12) 

For,  the  left-hand  side  of  (1 1)  is 

rf—         rf—         d-^ 


-Ii'£^''-^^^''T.^'> 


which,  being  taken  along  a  closed  curve,  is  zero.  Hence  if  space 
were  imagined  to  be  filled  with  a  fluid  in  motion,  or  a  substance 
in  a  state  of  strain,  its  velocity  components,  or  components  of 
strain,  at  each  point.  Ay  beiDg  Fy  &,  Hy  the  cubical  compression 
at  every  point  would  be  zero,  and  the  axis  of  resultant  vortical 
spin  at  the  point  would  be  the  direction  in  which  the  conical 
angle  subtended  by  the  circuit  increases  most  rapidly — as  will 
be  understood  after  a  study  of  the  Chapter  on  Strain  and  Stress. 
Another  method  of  calculating  the  conical  angle  subtended  at 
a  point  by  a  circuit  is  the  following.  Let  ABODE  (Kg.  273) 
be  the  circuit,  and  0  the  point  at  which  the  conical  angle  is 
subtended.  Then  if  a  is  the  radius  of  the  sphere  described  round 
0,  the  conical  angle  is  the  area  of  the  spherical  curve  ahcde 
divided  by  a*.  Through  0  draw  any  line,  Ozy  meeting  the 
surface  of  the  sphere  in  z  (not  represented  in  the  figure).  For 
definiteness,  suppose  2:  to  be  within  the  part  of  the  spherical 
surface  which  we  regard  as  the  area  of  abcde.  Then  the  position 
of  any  point,  j9,  within  abcde  may  be  expressed  by  its  angular 
distance,  ^,  from  r,  and  the  angle,  0,  which  the  plane  ^^0  makes 
with  any  fixed  plane  through  Oz.  These  angles  are  the  co- 
latitude  and  the  longitude  oi  p.  An  element  of  spherical  area 
at  /?  is  a^  sin  ^  dO'  d(py  so  that  the  strip  of  area  of  abcde  contained 
between  two  longitude  planes  including  an  angle  ^^  is 

a^difi  f  siniTrf^, 
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where  0  is  the  eolatitude  of  the  point   in  which  the  arc  zp 
intersects  the  contour  of  abede. 

Hence  the  conical  angle  is  given  by  the  equation 

••  =  /"  '(1— C08^)rf^  (13) 

since  ^  rans  from  0  to  2  ir  round  r. 

It  is,  of  course,  quite  indifferent  which  portion  of  the  spherical 
sur&ce  (the  upper  or  the  lower)  we  regard  as  being  the  area  of 
any  curve  traced  on  the  sphere.  If  Oz  is  drawn  so  that  xr  is  in 
that  portion  of  the  surface  which  is  regarded  as  outside  the  area, 
the  longitude,  0,  of  a  point  within  the  area  will  not  run  from  0 
to  2  IT,  but  from  its  initial  value  it  will,  after  increasing  and 
diminishing,  return  to  this  initial  value,  so  that  yii^  =  0.  With 
an  axis  Oz  so  chosen,  we  should  have 

«=/cos^rf0,  (14) 

the  upper  and  lower  limits  of  ^  being  identicaL 

In  the  case  of  any  plane  circuit  we  obtain  another  expression 
for  the  conical  angle  subtended  at  any  point  in  space.  Taking 
the  plane  of  the  circuit  as  that  of  at,  y,  let  (a,  /9,  y)  be  the  co- 
ordinates of  the  point,  Aj  at  which  the  conical  angle  is  required. 
At  any  point,  P,  in  the  area  of  the  curve  let  the  element  of  area 
be  dSj  and  let  AP  =  r.     Then  in  (a),  p.  239,  we  have 

cosVf  =  -,  .-.  dm  =  ^dS.    But  -^  =  -:^(-)> 
^       r  r^  r^  ay  ^r^ 

therefore  •  =  -  j^j  —  •  (15) 

The  method  of  calculating  co  from  this  equation  will  be  under- 
stood when  we  come  to  the  treatment  of  Potential ;  and  it  will 
then  be  seen  that  (15)  expresses  the  fisu;t  that  the  conical  angle 
subtended  at  any  point  by  a  plane  curve  is  the  same  (to  a  factor 
prh)  as  the  component  of  the  attraction-intensity  normal  to  the 
plane  of  the  curve  exerted  at  the  point  by  a  uniform  plane  lamina 
bounded  by  the  curve. 

Thus  for  a  circular  curve  of  radius  a,  if  JZ  is  the  distance  of  A 
from  the  centre, 

«=-^rr._=^i£_,      (16) 

^yjo  Jo    -/i8*-2yf  C064.  +  f* 
which  reduces  to  Elliptic  Integiala 
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EXAMPLE». 

1.  Find  the  conical  angle  subtended  at  any  point  on  a  sphere  by  a 
given  circle  lying  on  the  sphere. 

Ans.  Let  r  be  the  angular  radius  of  the  given  circle,  a  ^angular 
distance  of  the  point  considered  from  the  pole  of  the  circle, 

...      sinasinr         ,           sinasinr 
r+a  =  2<r,  r— a  =  2o,  «•= — 7-5 — ,  and  n= ^-    ; 

then  0)  =  27r-  J^\^coBr.F(k)'\-  — n(n,;fc)l, 

smtr  (  ^  '      coso-  ') 

where  F(k)  is  the  complete  elliptic  integral  of  the  first  kind  with 
modulus  k,  and  11  (n,  k)  the  complete  integral  of  the  third  kind  with 
modulus  k  and  parameter  n. 

The  eom2)lete  iutegral  of  the  third  kind  is  expressible  in  terms  of 
integrals  of  the  first  and  second  kinds  (Hymers*s  IrUegral  Calculus, 
p.  290) ;  thus 

smo'coso' 

=  f +1^  -m,  P)}n^)-  {E{k)-F{k)}F{ir,  fi), 

,                               --      sini         ,     .    ^      COSO" 
wnere  Ar  =  -; —  9  and  sin  p  = r  • 

SUKT  COSO 

2.  Show  that  the  conical  angle  subtended  at  any  point,  i^,  by  a 
circuit  is  the  line-integral  along  the  circuit  of  the  tangential  com- 
ponent of  a  vector  whose  magnitude  at  each  point,  F,  of  the  circuit  is 

1  cosdcosX 

r      sin'd     ' 

the  vector  being  perpendicular  to  AF  in  the  plane  of  AF  and  the 
tangent  ai  F,  r  =  AF,  0  ib  the  angle  made  by  iP  with  a  fixed  line, 
and  k  the  angle  made  with  this  line  by  the  normal  to  the  plane  of  AF 
and  the  tangent  at  F, 

3.  Find  the  conical  angle  subtended  at  any  point,  P,  in  space  by 
two  intersecting  right  lines  OA,  OB,  their  extremities  A  and  B  being 
both  at  infinity. 

Ans.  U  <l>  and  <(/  are  the  angles  between  the  plane  A  OB  and  the 
planes  containing  P  and  the  lines  OA,  OB,  and  a  =  LAOB 

0)  =  w— <^— <^'+cos"'  (sin  <^  sin  <^' cos  a— cos  <^  cos  c^').         (1) 

When  a  =  0,  the  plane  from  which  <^  and  ^'  are  reckoned  is  inde- 
terminate, but  in  this  case  <^  -|-  <^^  is  ir,  so  that  a>  is  constant  whatever 
be  the  position  of  P.  When  a  =  w,  <f>  =  <f/,  and  co  =  2ir—  2  <^,  which 
is  indeterminate  and  may  be  taken  as  2<^  simply,  where  <f>  is  the  longi- 
tude of  P  with  reference  to  any  fixed  plane  through  the  infinite  line  AOB, 

If  f  =  tan  <^,  ^  =  tan  <^',  the  equation  of  the  surface  locus  of  con- 
stant conical  angle  is 

(<  +  <')  sin  0)  +  W' (cos  o)— cos  a) +  2  sin"     =  0.  (2) 
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To  all  points  on  the  same  right  line  OP,  through  0  belongs  the 
same  value  of  a> ;  moreover,  this  equation  shows  that  the  planes  deter- 
mining any  given  angle  a>  can  be  represented  in  pairs  by  the  points 
of  an  involution  system. 

The  surfaces  of  constant  conical  angles  are  cones  of  the  second  degree 
whose  equations  are  easily  found  from  (2).  For,  if  OA  is  taken  as 
axis  of  Xj  and  the  plane  AOB  as  that  of  ocy,  we  find  for  the  locus 

2y(a:sina— ycosa)sin*-  +a;(a?sina  +  2yBin'  -)sina> 

+  a'(coso)— cosa)  =  0;     (3) 

or,  taking  the  internal  and  external  bisectors  of  the  angle  AOB  as 
axes  of  X  and  y, 

sin'  -  (as* sin*-  — y^cos* -)  +  «" (sin*  -  —  sin*-  )  +  a5«  sin  -  sino)  =  0.  (4) 

The  conical  angle  is  a  measure  of  the  Magnetic  Potential  at  any  point 
due  to  a  current  in  the  given  circuit ;  hence  the  case  a  =  0  corresponds 
to  a  current  returning  on  itself,  which,  of  course,  produces  no  effect  at 
any  point;  while  a  =  tt  corresponds  to  a  straight  current  of  (practically) 
infinite  length. 

4.  In  the  case  of  any  plane  triangular  circuit  whose  angles  are 
i4,  By  Cy  prove  the  following  construction  for  points  on  the  surface- 
locus  of  constant  conical  angle,  a> : — 

From  any  point,  0,  on  a  sphere  draw  arcs,  OZ,  Oi/,  ON^  of  three 
great  circles  including  between  them  angles  equal  to  ir—C,  ir— -4, 
TT^B;  then  describe  any  spherical  triangle,  Z,  M,  N,  whose  vertices 
lie  on  these  arcs,  such  that  the  sum  of  its  sides  =  27r— a> ;  the  angles 
OZ,  OM,  ON  will  be  the  inclinations  to  the  plane  of  the  triangle 
ABC  of  planes  drawn  through  its  sides  BCy  CA,  AB  intersecting  in  a 
point,  P,  at  which  the  conical  angle  is  a>. 

Thus,  then,  to  find  the  point  on  any  given  line,  AF,  drawn  through 
A  at  whicli  the  tiiangle  subtends  a>,  we  take  two  given  points  Jf ,  N 
on  two  of  the  arcs  and  find  the  point,  Z,  on  the  third  such  that 
LM-^-LN  is  a  given  quantity.  There  are  two  solutions,  since,  given 
base  and  sum  of  sides  of  a  spherical  triangle,  the  locus  of  the  vertex  is 
a  sphero-conic. 

5.  Show  that  the  complete  solution  of  equations  (8),  p.  246,  from 
V,  r,  w  will  necessarily  be  indeterminate.  .„     ._     ._ 

(To  any  values  found  for  u,  v,  to  may  be  added  terms  -t->  -j-  >  -f-  > 

where  P  is  any  function  of  a;,  y,  z  which  has  a  single  (unambiguous) 
value  for  given  values  of  a;,  y,  z.) 

6.  For  the  conical  angle  subtended  by  a  given  plane  circle  at  any 
])oint  in  space,  show  that  the  angles  a,  r,  cr,  h  in  example  1  can  be 
exhibited  by  a  plane  construction. 
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817.]  Attraction  of  a  Thin  Uniform  Straight  Bar.     Let  the 
line  AJS  (Fig.  276),  represent  a  straight  bar  the  area  of  whose 

transverse  section  is  i  square  centi- 
metres, this  area  being  very  small ; 
let  the  mass  of  the  bar  be  p  grammes 
per  cnbic  centimetre  of  substance ;  let 
\  P  be  the  position  of  a  mass  of  i  gramme 

-Ab      supposed  to  be  condensed  into  an  in- 


r 

/A 


.Z 


j»       g  finitely  small  volume.     It  is  required 

to  find  the  magnitude  and  direction  of 
the  attraction  of  the  bar  on  the  particle  at  P. 

Draw  PO  perpendicular  to  AB ;  take  any  point,  M,  on  AB ; 
let  OM  =  s,  and  consider  the  attraction  on  P  of  the  elementary 
length  ds  at  M.  The  mass  at  P  being  1  gramme,  and  the  mass 
of  ds  being  p .  kds,  if  y  is  the  constant  of  gravitation  (Art.  315), 
the  attraction  of  ^  on  P  is,  in  dynes, 

kpds  ,  . 

ypm'  (^) 

This  force  acts  in  the  line  PM.  Resolve  it  into  a  component 
along  PO  and  a  component  perpendicular  to  PO.     Let 

<l>=/:OPM,    let    PM=r,    let    PO  =  p, 

and  let  these  components  be  dY  and  dXy  respectively. 

Then  dX=^sin0.rff, 

dT  =  ^--/  cos  <l>  •  ds. 
But«=j9tan^,  .*.  (i^  =j9sec' <^^^  and  r  =j9sec^.    Hence 

dX  =  - —  sin  <bd(b : 
J) 

dY^'!^coB<l>d<l>. 
P 

Then,  obviously,  if  Z  OP  A  =  a,  and  Z  OPB  =  /3,  and  if  X  and 

T  are  the  total  component  attractions  parallel  and  perpendicular 

to  PA  produced  by  all  the  elements  of  the  bar,  we  have 

j^yhj^  sin0rf^=^(cos)3-cosa),  (2) 

7=  ^  r  0OB<t>d<t>  =  ^(8in/3+sina).  (3) 
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If  the  resultant  attraction  on  P  makes  the  angle  t/r  with  PO^ 
we  have  tan  t/r  =  ^  =  tan  — — -  >  /•  t/r  =  — — -  >  which  shows 
that  the  resuUatU,  R,  bUects  the  vertical  angle  APB,    Also 

22  =  ^^8in^(dyne8).  (4) 

We  may  also  notice  the  simple  &ct  that  the  attraction  cf  the 
bar  AB  on  P  is  the  same  in  all  respects  as  the  attraction  of  a 
circular  arc  having  P  as  centre  with  radius  POy  this  arc  being  ter^ 
minated  by  the  lines  PA  and  PB^  the  density  and  area  of  trans- 
verse section  of  this  arc  being  the  same  as  those  of  the  given 
bar.  For,  if  iV^  is  the  point  on  AB  distant  ds  from  M,  and  if 
the  lines  PM  and  PN  meet  the  circular  arc  in  m  and  9i,  the 
attractions  of  MN  and  mn  on  P  are  exactly  the  same,  because  if 
from  M  a  perpendicular  MQ  is  drawn  to  PN^  we  have 

Un-      -^Q      _Mq.PM     mn.PM^  _mn.PM^ 
sinPifO"       PO       "  Pm.PO^      Pm^     ' 

Iw^  lit  M94tt 

therefore  p^g  =  "p~2  *  ^^^  ^^^  attractions   of  corresponding 

elements  of  the  bar  AB  and  the  circular  arc  are  the  same. 

The  attraction  of  the  particle  P  on  the  bar  is  R  exactly 
reversed. 

For  an  infinitely  long  bar,  or  one  so  long  that  the  distances  of 
P  from  its  extremities  are  each  very  great  compared  with  the 
distance,  PO^  of  P  from  the  bar,  the  attraction  is 

^^  (6) 

since  the  angle  APB  is  in  this  case  ir. 

If  the  law  of  attraction  be  not  that  of  the  inverse  square  of 
distance,  let  the  attraction  of  the  element  ipds  at  M  on  the  unit 
mass  at  P  be  expressed  by  the  law 

ipdsx\f{r\ 

where  A  is  a  constant  and/^(r)  any  function  of  the  distance  PM. 
Then,  if  PA  =  r,  and  PB  =r  r^ ,  we  easily  find 

X=X*p[/(r,)-/(r,)].  (6) 

r=Klpr^-^.  (7) 
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The  expression  (5)  brings  us  back  to  the  observation  made  at 
p.  235  with  regard  to  the  application  of  the  law  of  inverse  square 
to  particles  separated  by  an  infinitely  small  distance ;  for  it  would 
appear  from  this  expression  that  if  j9  =  0,  or  the  attracted  par- 
ticle is  on  the  surface  of  the  bar,  the  attraction  is  00  :  a  result 
which  is  obviously  absurd.  The  whole  of  our  investigation 
depends  on  the  assumption  that  every  point  in  the  element  di  of 
length  at  i(f  is  at  the  same  distance,  r,  from  P,  Now  if  P  is  in 
contact  with  the  surface,  the  particles  of  the  bar  in  the  normal 
section  at  P  are  at  all  distances  ranging  from  zero  to  the 
diameter  of  the  bar  from  P,  so  that  we  cannot  expect  our  result 
to  hold  for  this  case.  In  fact,  ^,  the  area  of  the  normal  section, 
ought  in  this  case  to  be  infinitely  small,  and  then  the  expression 
(5)  is  indeterminate.  To  find  what  is  really  the  intensity  of 
attraction  at  a  point  on  the  surface  of  the  bar,  we  must  consider 
this  latter  as  a  cylinder  of  finite  radius,  a,  and  break  it  up  into 
slender  filaments  in  such  a  way  that  a  filament  to  which  P  is 
infinitely  close  is  one  of  infinitely  small  section.  Such  a  mode 
of  breaking  up  the  bar  is  obtained  by  a  polar  resolution.  Thus : 
draw  the  noimal  section  through  P ;  take  any  point  Q  in  the 
area  of  this  section,  let  PQ  =  r,  and  take  the  usual  polar  element, 
rdrdOy  of  area  at  Q.  Consider  now  the  attraction  at  P  due 
to  the  filament  of  the  bar,  parallel  to  its  axis,  which  stands  on 
this  element  of  area.  It  is  clear  that  the  filaments  are  now 
taken  in  such  a  way  that  when  the  distance  of  P  from  one  of 
them  vanishes,  so  does  the  transverse  section  of  the  filament. 

For  greater  generality,  let  P  be  assumed  outside  the  bar  at 
a  distance  c  from  its  centre,  0;  let  the  transverse  section  be 
circular  and  the  length  of  the  bar  practically  infinite,  i.  e.  P  is  so 
close  to  the  surfiuse,  that  for  each  filament  the  angle  APB  tdslj 
be  taken  as  is. 

The  attraction  of  the  filament  at  Q  on  a  unit  mass  condensed 

at  P  is         I  or  2ypdddr\  and  since  PO  is  the  direction 

of  the  resultant,  we  resolve  this  along  PO;  thus  we  have 
2yp COB  6 do dfy  where  ^=  Z.QPO.  Integrating  this  first  with 
respect  to  r  between  the  points  at  which  the  line  PQ  enters  and 
leaves  the  circular  section,  we  have 


iypV^a^^c^sm^dcosOde, 
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as  the  contribution  of  the  wedge  of  hare  corresponding  to  the 

angle  0.  The  extreme  values  of  6  are  +sin"*  ->  so  that  a  fur- 
their  integration  gives  211  ypa^ 

c 

for  the  attraction  of  a  cylindrical  bar  at  a  point  near  its  sur&ce, 
the  length  of  the  bar  being  very  great  compared  with  its 
diameter.  Now  if  the  position  of  the  attracted  point  is  on  the 
surface,  (r  =  a,  and  the  attraction  is 

2-nypa, 

318.]  Uniform  Thin  Circular  Plate.  Consider  a  circular 
plate  of  uniform  density  (p  grammes  per  cubic  centimHre  of 
substance)  and  very  small  uniform  thickness  (r  centimetres) ; 
and  let  1  gramme  mass  be  condensed  into  a  point  P  situated  on 
the  axis  of  the  plate,  i.e.  a  line  drawn  through  0,  the  centre  of 
the  plate,  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the  plate.  It  is  required 
to  find  the  attraction  of  the  plate  on  the  particle  at  P.  Let  a 
(centimetres)  be  the  radius  of  the  plate,  and  let  OP  =  z  (centi- 
metres). Take  any  point,  Q,  in  the  plane  of  the  plate  and 
describe  a  circle  with  centre  0  and  radius  OQ  {=  r).  Concentric 
with  this  describe  another  circle  of  radius  r  +  ^r,  so  that  a  narrow 
strip  of  area  is  included  between  these  circles.  We  may  in  this 
way  break  up  the  plate  into  an  infinitely  great  number  of 
circular  strips;  the  mass  of  the  typical  strip  is  2'npTrdr 
grammes,  and  all  points  in  the  strip  are  at  the  same  distance, 
PQ,  or  Vz^  4-  r^,  from  P.  Also,  if  0  is  the  angle  OPQ^  since 
the  resultant  force  exerted  on  P  by  the  strip  is  obviously  along 
POy  this  resultant  is 

2TrpTrdr        ^  ^  •     .  •»  ^ 

y. — 2 g-cos^,   or  27ryprsin0a^, 

Z    "7"  / 

since  r  =  fr  tan  0,  y  being  the  constant  of  gravitation. 

If  a  is  the  semiangle  of  the  cone  whose  vertex  is  P  and  base 
the  rim  of  the  plate,  4>  ranges  from  0  to  a,  so  that 

R  =  2irypr  (l— cosa),  (1) 

(Z  V 

1 J* 

v^e^  +  a* 

From  this  expression  is  deduced  a  result  of  great  importance 
in  Electrostatics.     Suppose  the  attracted  particle  P  to  be  very 
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close  to  the  plate,  at  the  same  time  that  the  latter  is  injmitely  thin 
compared  with  the  distance  of  P — this  supposition  being  obviously 
necessary  if  we  are  to  assume  that  all  the  particles  in  the  body 
of  the  plate  and  included  in  a  circular  strip  are  equidistant  from 
P.     Then  lines  drawn  from  P  to  the  rim  of  the  plate  are  practi- 

cally  at  right  angles  to  OP,  so  that  a  =  - 1  and 

R  =  2Ttypr  (dynes),  (2) 

and  the  result  is  independent  of  the  radius  of  the  plate.  Thus,  if 
P  is  at  a  distance  of  1  millimetre  from  the  centre  of  such  a  plate, 
the  attraction  on  P  is  practically  the  same  whether  the  radius  of 
the  plate  is  infinitely  great  or  only  1  decimetre. 

Again,  the  expression  (l)  shows  that  any  two  uniform  plates 
of  the  same  substance  and  of  the  same  small  thickness  will  exert 
equal  forces  on  P  if  they  are  cut  from  the  cone  having  P  for 
vertex  (their  planes  being  parallel).  Hence  any  two  frustums 
of  equal  thickness,  h,  however  great,  cut  from  this  cone  will 
equally  attract  the  particle  P  at  its  vertex,  the  magnitude  of  the 
force  being  2ityph  (l  -  cos  o). 

The  result  holds  also  in  the  case  of  an  oblique  cone  standing 
on  any  plane  base  whatever,  the  attracted  particle  P  being  at  its 
vertex.  To  prove  this  geometrically  we  have  merely  to  show 
that  if  two  plates  of  the  same  thickness,  each  parallel  to  the  base, 
be  taken  anywhere  in  the  cone,  they  exert  equal  attractions  on  a 
particle  at  the  vertex.  Through  the  vertex  P  draw  an  infinite 
number  of  rays  forming  a  very  slender  cone  which  intercepts  on 
the  two  plates  two  small  similar  areas,  dS  and  dS^^  at  the  points 

Jf  and  -3/',  suppose.     Then  the  attraction  of  dS  on  P  is   ^^^  > 
and  that  of  dS^  is   p^>^^  >  these  forces  being  coincident  in  the 
line  PMM\    But  since  the  contours  of  dS  and  dS^  are  similar 
curves,  j^  =  p^^^ ;  therefore  these  attractions  are  equal.    Simi- 
larly for  all  other  pairs  of  corresponding  elements  of  the  plates. 

This  put  into  the  usual  form  of  analysis  would  be  as  follows  : 
Let  (r,  0,  ^)  be  the  radius  vector  from  P  to  M,  the  colatitude 
and  longitude  (Art.  175)  of -3f.  Then  the  element  of  volume  at 
M  may  be  taken  as  f^  sin  Odrd  6 d(l>,  and  the  attraction  on  P  of 
the  element  of  mass  included   is  yp&mOdrdOd^,  and  this 


^-P 
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depends  only  on  dr  and  not  on  r  (so  long  as  6  and  0  are  con- 
stant) ;  hence  the  attractions  of  the  elements  at  M  and  M'  above 
are  equal,  since  these  points  have  obviously  the  same  0  and  <^. 

319.]  Uniform   Spherical   Shell.     Suppose  a  thin  shell   of 
attracting  matter  of  liniform  density,  p  grammes  per  cubic  centi- 
metre,  to   be  contained   be- 
tween two  very  close  concen-  ^<::^^^^^^===^^ 
trie  spheres.     Then  thi%  %hell            /^  ^7^" --> 
exercises  no  resultant  attraction           11 
on  any  internal  particle.    For,           It* 
let  P  be  the  position  of  any           ^ 
internal  particle,  and  through              ^^ 
P'  draw   a    pencil   of    rays,                       ^^. 
qFq\  RFBf,  &c.,  forming                         ^^'  '^^• 
a  very  slender  cone ;  then  if 

a  ray  RKf  meet  in  the  inner  sphere  in  r  and  /,  the  lengths 
Rr  and  R'r  are  equal;  hence  the  spherical  surfaces  at  Q  cut 
off  a  frustum  whose  thickness  is  equal  to  that  of  the  frustum 
cut  off  at  Q',  and  by  Art.  318  the  attractions  of  these  frustums 
on  the  particle  P'  at  their  common  vertex  are  equal  and  opposite. 
Hence  the  attractions  of  these  elements  of  the  shell  destroy  each 
other  at  P',  and  similarly  all  the  vertically  opposite  elements  of 
the  shell  cut  off  in  the  same  wav  annul  each  others'  effects  at  P\ 

The  resultant  force  on  the  particle  is  therefore  zero. 

Precisely  the  same  result  holds  for  an  eUipsoidal  shell  bounded 
by  two  very  close  concentric  and  similar  ellipsoids,  since  the 
intercepts  Rr^  K/  made  by  the  shell  on  any  line  cutting  its 
bounding  surfa^ses  are  equal.  This  proof  is  given  by  Newton, 
Cor.  3,  Prop.  91,  Book  I.  These  results  we  shall  find  useful  in 
Electrostatics — in  which  occurs  the  general  problem :  Given  the 
outer  bounding  surface  of  a  shell,  find  the  law  of  its  thickness 
(or,  in  other  words,  find  its  inner  bounding  surface)  so  that  its 
resultant  attraction  on  every  internal  particle  shall  be  zero.  The 
simple  result  in  the  case  of  surfaces  of  the  second  degree,  that  the 
inner  surface  is  one  concentric  with  and  similar  to  the  outer, 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  they  have  diametral  planes  which  bisect 
all  parallel  chords. 

If  the  law  of  attraction  is  not  that  of  the  inverse  square,  let  it 

be  expressed  by  X  ^^-^p ,  and  consider  the  narrow  belt  of  the  shell 
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which  is  generated  by  the  revolution  of  the  element  of  arc  QR 
about  OP'.     Let  OP'  =  <?,  P'Q  =:  r,  a  =  radius  of  shell ;   then 

the  area  of  this  strip  =  2  7r-rrfr;  for  in  the  usual  notation  it 

c 

=r  2TTyds,  or  2T:a^ein0d6,  where  0  =  Z.QOA,  and 

r2  —  a^—2ac cos  O  +  c^i   /.  rdr  =  acsin^^/d, 

so  that  if  dS  =  area  of  belt, 

dS=2ii^rdr,  (A) 

and  the  mass  of  this  belt  =  2 it pr -rdr,  where  t  =  thickness  of 
shell. 

Every  particle  of  this  strip  is  at  the  distance  r  from  P',  and 
its  resultant  attraction  on  P'  (which  is  in  the  direction  OP)  is 

2  7rXpr%rfr.^\cos  QP'P,  which  is  "^^^  ^'""^"'''/(O^^' 
Hence^  if  J?  is  the  resultant  attraction  at  P', 

^  =  — ^-j_    — ^^^ /W^^-  (1) 


When  the  law  of  attraction  is  that  of  the  inverse  square, /(r) 
is  constant,  and  the  value  of  the  integral  is  zero. 

From  this  expression  can  be  deduced  a  result  which  is  funda- 
mental in  Electrostatics — viz.  t^e  law  of  the  inverse  square  is  the 
only  law  of  attraction  for  which  a  spherical  shell  of  uniform  thick- 
ness  and  density  will  produce  no  resultant  attraction  on  any  internal 
particle. 

For,  whatever  a  +  c  and  a—c  may  be,  i.e.  wherever  P'  is 
situated  inside,  the  definite  integral  must  vanish  identically. 
Denote  a'\-c  hj  m  and  a—c  by  n.  Then  for  all  values  of  m 
and«,  rm^n_^ 

J^  — 72— /W^''=o. 

DilSerentiating  this  with  regard  to  m  and  n,  successively, 


•-^/(.)-f^*  =  o. 


Hence  /(»*)=/(»)i  whatever  m  and  n  may  be;  i.e. /(r) 
must  be  absolutely  constant,  so  that  the  law  of  attraction  is  that 
of  the  inverse  square. 
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Tor  a  particle  placed  at  any  external  point,  P,  tie  attraction 
{for  the  law  cf  the  inverse  square)  is  the  same  as  if  the  shell  tcere 
condensed  into  a  particle  at  its  centre. 

This  may  be  shown  in  several  ways.  Thus,  take  the  inverse 
of  P  with  respect  to  the  spherical  surface ;  let  this  point  be 
P',  that  is,  OPxOP"  =  0Q«  =  a\  From  this  equation  it 
follows  that  the  triangles  POQ  and  QOP'  are  similar,  and 
therefore  np      j) 

where  I)  =  OP  and  a  =  OQ ;  that  is,  the  ratio  of  the  distances 
of  all  points  on  the  sphere  from  P  and  P'  is  constant.  Again, 
from  the  similarity  of  these  triangles  ^QPO  =  IP^QO;  simi- 
larly, /.Q^PO  =  ZP'Q'0;  therefore  the  angle  QPQ'  is  bisectetl 
hyPO. 

Denote  QP  by  r  and  QP'  by  /.  Let  rf«  =  the  conical  angle 
subtended  at  P'  by  the  elements  of  sur&ce  of  the  sphere  cut 
off  at  Q  and  at  Q'  by  a  thin  cone  of  rays  QP'Q',  RFR,.,,. 
Then  (Art.  316)  the  area  of  the  element  of  surface  at  Q  is 
r^  sec  OQP'.doi,  and  the  attraction  of  the  mass  of  this  element 

on  a  unit  (gramme)  mass  at  P  is  ypr  -j  sec  OQP^do)  acting  in 

PQ  (y  being  the  constant   of  gravitation).     This,  by  (a),  is 

ypT  7^  sec  OQP'.rfo).     The  attraction   on  P  produced  by  the 

a 
element  at    Q'  is    similarly  ypr -=-2  sec  OQ'P'.rfo),   and    these 

two  expressions  are  identical,  i.e.  P  is  equally  attracted'  by 
the  corresponding  elements  at  Q  and  Q\  The  resultant  of 
these  forces  acts  in  PO  and  is  equal  to 

a* 

2yp^prftt>. 

The  sum  of  all  such  forces  is  obtained  by  summing  d<o  from 
0  to  2  IT.     Hence  the  resultant  attraction 

mass  of  shell 

=  y- — j^ — ' 

which  is  exactly  the  same  as  if  the  shell  were  condensed  into 
an  infinitely  small  particle  at  its  centre. 

8  2 
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To   deduce   the   result  analytically,  break   up   the   shell,   as 
before,  into  strips  formed  by  the  revolution  of  elements  of  length, 

Qi?, ...  about  OP,     The  area  of  such  an  element  =  2T:  —  rdr^ 

where  r  =  QP ;  and  the  attraction  of  the  element  of  mass  con- 
tained within  this  ring  on  the  unit  (gramme)  mass  at  P  is 

lnypr  ^  —  . cos  QPO,  I.e.  —^-j^ 1^ "^ ;  therefore 


!,  =  Vpf^i±^,r 


If  the  law  is  not  that  of  the  inverse  square,  but  expressed  by 

f(r) 
X'^-V  >  we  have 


TrXpra  r^+^  t^  +  S^-^a^ 


^=-^Ua  ?r-f{r)dr,  (2) 

the  limiting  values  of  r  in  these  integrals  being  PA  and  PB, 
i.e.  jD— a  and  D-ha. 

To  determine  the  laws  of  attraction  for  which  the  attraction  of 
a  uniform  spherical  shell  on  any  external  particle  is  the  same  as 
if  the  shell  were  condensed  into  an  infinitely  small  particle  at  its 
centre.  We  know  from  Art.  23  (vol.  i.)  that  this  is  the  case 
for  any  material  body  if  the  law  of  attraction  be  that  of  the 
direct  distance ;  and  we  have  just  proved  that  for  a  uniform 
spherical  shell  the  result  holds  for  the  Newtonian  law.  We 
shall  now  prove  that  these  two  are  the  only  laws. 

Denoting  jD4«  by  w,  and  J9— a  by  «,  and  observing  that 
if  the  shell  may  be  condensed  into  a  particle  of  mass  47rpra^ 

at  its  centre,  the  value  of  B,  must  be  ^itXpTo?*'  nJ ^  ^'^  have 
from  (2)  ^ 

X"^VWrf^=2(--.)/(^).  (3) 

Dividing  out  by  m—n  and  difierentiating  with  respect  to 
m  and  n  successively,  we  have 

S(S=J)-^W-(S=Jpi.    ^i-/«*=^    (-2-)' 
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therefore  by  subtraction, 

Differentiating  again  successively,  and  eliminating  j  fv)  ^^ 
from  the  two  equations,  we  have  simply  ^  n     ^ 

which  must  hold  whatever  m  and  n  may  be.     Hence 

/(r)=Or*. 
where  Cis  a  constant.     If  C  =  0,f(r)  is  constant,  and  we  have 
the  law  of  inverse  square,  as  before.     If  C  is  not  zero, 

and  we  have  the  law  of  the  direct  distance.  These,  therefore, 
are  the  only  laws  for  which  the  result  holds. 

320.]  Solid  Homogeneous  Sphere.  Instead  of  a  spherical 
shell,  let  Fig.  277  represent  a  solid  sphere,  and  consider  its 
attraction  on  a  unit  mass  condensed  at  P.  Imagine  the  sphere 
broken  up  into  an  infinite  number  of  infinitely  thin  concentric 
spherical  shells.  Then  each  of  these  attracts  P  as  if  it  were 
condensed  into  a  particle  at  0,  Hence  the  whole  sphere  may 
be  considered  as  condensed  into  a  particle  of  mass  ^irpa^  at  0, 
and  if  72  =  the  resultant  force  on  the  unit  mass  at  P, 

If  the  attracted  particle  is  inside  the  sphere,  at  P^,  all  those 
shells  which  lie  outside  the  sphere  described  with  centre  0  and 
radius  OP'  may  be  rejected,  since  none  of  them  produce  any 
resultant*,  efiect  on  P';  so  that  the  whole  force 

mass  of  sphere  with  radius  OP^ 

where  1/  =  OP',  i.e.  inside  a  homogeneous  solid  sphere  the  attrac" 
tion  varies  as  the  distance  of  the  attracted  particle  from  the 
centre, 

*  To  be  carefully  distinguished  from  the  pressure  effect  which  is  produced  at 
all  internal  points,  and  which  is  very  great  at  great  depths.  The  whole  sur&ce 
of  a  particle  may  be  subject  to  great  intensity  of  pressure,  while  the  resultant 
force  on  the  partide  may  be  zero. 
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Also  any  two  solid  homogeneous  spheres  attract  each  other 
as  if  each  were  condensed  into  a  single  particle  at  its  centre. 
If,  then,  m  and  m'  are  their  masses,  and  if  c  is  the  distance 
between  their  centres,  the  magnitude  of  their  mutual  attraction 
is  , 

y.-^-  (y) 

321.]  Value  of  the  Constant  of  Gravitation.  We  are  now 
in  a  position  to  find  y,  the  absolute  constant  of  gravitation. 
Let  the  two  attracting  spheres  be  the  earth  (assumed  homo- 
geneous and  spherical)  and  a  small  particle  whose  mass  is 
1  gramme.  The  following  data*  relating  to  the  magnitude 
and  density  of  the  earth  may  be  assumed  as  approximately 
correct:  the  radius  of  the  earth  is  637  x  10®  centimetres;  the 
mass  of  the  earth  is  614  x  10^*  grammes  (its  mean  density,  p, 
being  5*67  grammes  per  cubic  centimetre);  the  weight  of 
1  gramme  mass  at  the  surface  of  the  earth  is  981  dynes. 
Hence,  putting  B  =  981,  p  =  5-67,  1/  =  637  x  10«  in  (/3),  or 
using  the  expression  (y)  and  making  ««  =  614  x  10^*,  w'  =  1, 

c=  637xl0«,  we  find  ,   , 

1  dyne 


y  = 


1543x10* 


Now  a  dyne  being,  roughly,  the  weight  of  a  milligramme, 
we  see  how  extremely  small  a  magnitude  is  the  constant  of 
gravitation,  at  least,  in  our  region  of  Space ;  for  it  is  conceivable 
that  in  enormously  distant  portions  of  the  Universe  the  values  of 
y  may  be  difierent. 

322.]  Sadden  Change  of  Attraction  through  a  Shell.     Let 
P  and  Q  (Fig.  278)  be  two  points  on  the  normal  to  any  thin 

shell  at  opposite  sides  of  the  surface.     Sup- 

Pf pose  a  unit  (gramme)  mass  condensed  at  P, 

1  --.     and  regard  the   attraction  of  the  shell  on 

this  particle  as  produced  by  a  small  circular 
plate  just  below  P,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  surface.  Consider,  similarly,  the  attraction  of  the  shell  on 
a  unit  mass  at  Q.  Now  the  attractions  at  P  and  Q  produced 
by  the  portion  of  the  shell  obtained  by  omitting  the  small 
circular  plate  above-mentioned  are  sensibly  the  same  in  mag- 


^  See  Everett's  Units  attd  Phytical  ConHants,  chap.  vl. 
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nitude  and  line  of  action.  Each  of  these  attractions  may  be 
represented  by/,  regarded  as  a  vector. 

But  it  has  been  shown  (Art.  318)  that  the  attraction  of  the 
small  plate  on  the,  unit  mass  at  P  is 

2TiypT  dynes, 

acting  in  the  normal  from  P  to  Q  ;  while  the  attraction  of  this 
plate  on  Q  is  this  force  exactly  reversed  in  direction. 

Denote  this  force  on  Q  by  the  vector  n.  Then  the  forces  on 
P  and  Q  are,  vectorially, 

f— n  and  f+n, 
respectively. 

If  the  shell  is  such  that  it  exercises  no  resultant  attraction 

^^  Qi  /+  **  =  0>  aod  ^h^  resultant  attraction  on  P  is  normal 
to  the  surface  and  equal  to  —  2»,  i.e.  to 

considered  as  acting  in  the  sense  of  the  outward^rawn  normal, 
QP.  Numerically,  of  course,  the  force  on  P  is  +47rypr,  acting 
in  the  sense,  PQ,  of  the  inward-drawn  normal. 

323.]  Foroe-intensity.  To  save  circumlocution,  we  shall 
define  the  force-intensify  exerted  by  any  attracting  mass  at  any 
point  P  as  the  force  exerted  hy  the  given  mass  on  a  gramme  mass 
condensed  into  a  point  at  P. 

If  instead  of  having  1  gramme  mass  at  P,  we  have  a  particle 
whose  mass  is  dm  grammes,  and  if  the  given  mass  attracts  it 
with  a  force  of  dF  dynes,  the  force-intensity  at  P  is 

dF 
dm 

Thus  the  force-intensity  at  P  of  the  small  circular  plate  in 
last  Article  is  2nypT  (inwards),  which  will  be  in  dynes  if  p  is 
the  density  of  the  shell  at  P  in  grammes  per  cubic  centimetre, 
T  is  the  thickness  of  the  shell  in  cms.,  and  y  is  the  constant 
of  gravitation  as  defined  in  Art.  321. 

324.]  Surface -integral  of  Normal  Foroe-intensity.  If 
round  any  particle,  dm,  of  matter  attracting  according  to  the 
law  of  the  inverse  square  any  closed  surface  whatever  be  de- 
scribed, the  surface-integral  of  the  normal  force-intensity  pro- 
duced by  the  particle  (the  integration  being  taken  over  this 
surface)  is  equal  to  ^ity.dm]  and  if  the  sur£Eice  is  described 
so  that  the  particle  is  outside  it,  the  surface-integral  is  zero. 
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Begin  with  the  latter  ease.  Let  0  (Fig.  273)  be  the  position 
of  the  attracting  particle  of  mass  dm  gframmes,  and  let  the 
surface   represented    be   any   one   whatever.      Then    the   force- 

intensity  at  P^  is  y  ^^^^ ;  the  component  of  this  along  the  out- 

ward  normal  is  y  yr-^  cos  Oijwj ;  and  if  rf5j  is  the  element  of  area 
of  the  surface  at  ij,  we  have  y  7jp2^^^  OP^n^dS^  for  the  ele- 
ment of  the  surface-integral  in  question.  But  this  is  simply 
ydm.do),  where  dtais  the  conical  angle  subtended  at  0  by  dS^, 
Hence,  if  at  any  point  on  the  given  surface  N  is  the  magnitude 
of  the  normal  component  of  the  force-intensity  and  dS  is  the 
element  of  area,  we  have 

fNdS  =  ydmfdm 

=  0,  (1) 

since,  as  explained  in  Art.  316,  the  total  conical  angle  sub- 
tended at  any  external  point  by  the  elements  of  any  closed 
surface  is  zero. 

If  0  is  internal  to  the  surface,  the  whole  of  the  investigation 
remains  unaltered,  buty*rf«  is  now  4-77,  so  that  for  any  internal 
particle,  dm^  j^^r^g  ^  _  4  ^y  ^/^^  ^2) 

If  instead  of  a  single  particle  we  have  any  number  of  them,  all 
external  to  the  given  closed  surface,  and  forming  a  mass  which 
we  may  denote  by  Jtf^,  we  shall  have  (1)  still  holding,  N  being 
the  normal  component  of  the  force-intensity  due  to  the  attraction 
of  the  whole  mass  3f^ ;  and  if  inside  the  surface  there  is  any 
mass  Mi  distributed  in  any  way  whatever,  we  have 

/NdS=^4TTyMi,  (3) 

y  being  the  constant  of  gravitation,  having  in  the  C.  G.  S.  system 
the  value  given  in  Art.  321. 

If  attracting  matter  can  be  spread  as  an  infinitely  thin  layer 
on  the  surface,  and  the  total  mass  thus  spread  be  3/^,  we  should 

liave  /NdS=^2vyMo,  (4) 

N  being  the  normal  force-intensity  at  any  point  due  to  the  action 
of  3/q.  This  is  obvious  by  Art.  316,  since  for  any  point  on  the 
surface  yrfo)  =  27r. 

The  expression  /NdS  is  sometimes  described  as  the  normal 
fluw  of  force  through  the  9urface  outwards.     It  is  to  be  carefully 
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noted  that  N  has  been  measured  at  all  points  on  the  surface 
along  the  outward-drawn  normal.  If  at  any  point  it  really  acts 
inwards,  it  is  to  be  considered  as  negative  at  this  point. 

Many  results  in  Electrostatics  depend  on  the  theorems  ex- 
pressed by  (1),  (3),  (4).  These  theorems  are  due  to  Gauss,  and 
are  given  in  his  famous  paper  on  forces  varying  inversely  as  the 
square  of  the  distance  (Taylor's  Scientific  Memoirs^  Vol.  Ill, 
Part  X). 

325.]  (General  Components' of  Attraction.  Let  there  be  any 
attracting  body  the  matter  of  which  attracts  according  to  any 
law  of  the  distance — suppose  <^  (r) — and  consider  its  attraction 
on  a  unit  particle  condensed  into  an  infinitely  small  volume  at 
any  point,  P,  which  may  be  either  inside  the  attracting  mass  or 
in  void  space. 

Let  the  co-ordinates  of  P  referred  to  any  fixed  rectangular 
axes  be  (x^  y^  z) ;  let  P^  be  any  point  in  the  attracting  mass,  its 
co-ordinates  being  (x\  y,  /) ;  let  p  be  the  density  of  the  matter 
at  P^,  so  that  in  a  small  parallelopiped  cut  out  in  the  usual 
manner  at  P'  the  mass  is  pdsxfd/ds^^  let  r  be  the  distance  PP'. 
(We  may,  for  definiteness,  suppose  these  quantities  to  be  measured 
in  the  units  of  the  C.  G.  S.  system.)  Then  the  attraction  of  the 
element  at  P'  on  the  condensed  gramme  at  P  is  p<^  (r)  dafd^d/y 

acting  in  the  sense  PP^^  and  the  component  of  this  parallel  to 
the  axis  of  x^  in  the  positive  sense  of  this  axis,  is 

X  —  Ou 

— P0  {r) . dafdifd^. 

Hence,  if  X,  J",  Z  denote  the  total  components  of  the  *  attraction- 
intensity'  (see  Art.  323)  at  P  parallel  to  the  axes,  in  their 
positive  senses,  , 

X=  ^JJJp^{rf-^dafd/d/,  (1) 

or  simply,  -  —  j4>  {r)  ^^-y-  dm,  (2) 

with  exactly  similar  values  of  Y  and  Z,  the  integrations  being 
extended  to  all  points^  P',  of  the  attracting  mass,  of  which  in 
the  more  succinct  form  (2)  dm  is  the  element  of  mass. 

X  ^—Sj 

When  P  is  within  the  attracting  mass,  the  term assumes 

the  form  -  for  all  the  points  P'  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  P, 
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and  though  the  distances  of  P  from  some  points  in  the  mass  are 
zero,  we  must  not  conclude  that  the  attraction  is  infinite,  because, 
as  we  have  pointed  out  at  the  very  beginning  (Art.  315),  a  law 
of  ajbtraction  according  to  a  function  of  the  distance  between 
two  particles  cannot  be  logically  enunciated,  or  even  conceived, 
except  on  the  supposition  that  the  dimensions  of  such  particles 
are  infinitely  small  compared  with  the  (mean)  distance  between 
them. 

As  a  matter  of  fact — and  it  is  one  of  considerable  importance 
to  understand — the  law  of  the  inverse  square  leads  to  no  such 
result  as  an  infinite  attraction  when  the  position  of  the  attracted 
particle  is  within  the  attracting  mass;  but  the  Cartesian  ex- 
pressions (1),  (2)  do  not  immediately  show  this.  We  shall  show 
it  by  taking  the  elements,  dm^  of  mass  in  polar  co-ordinates. 

Taking  the  position  of  the  attracted  particle  P  as  pole,  let 
(r,  ^,  <^)  be  the  usual  polar  co-ordinates  of  P'.  Then  the  element 
of  mass   at   -P  is  pr^  sin  OdrdOd<l>    (Art.    175),    so    that   the 

atti-action  along  PP'  is  pr^<l>{r)sinOdrdOd(f>;  hence 

X  =  ///pr^4)  (r)  6in^ecoQ<l>drde  d<f>,  (3) 

Y  =  ///pr^(f){r)sin^eBm4>drded<l>,  (4) 

Z  =  ///pr^  0  (r)  sin  6  co&O  dr  dO  d<l>.  (5) 

Now,  for  the  law  of  Newton,  <l>(r)=  --z^  so  that 

X  =  y/// p  sin^e  COS  <l>drded4),  (6) 

ith  similar  values  of  Y  and  Z ;  and  even  when  r  =  0,  X  contains 
no  infinite  term. 

If,  however,  the  attraction  between  two  particles  increased 
according  to  a  law  more  rapid  than  the  inverse  square,  the 
attraction-intensity  at  any  internal  point  would  be  infinite. 

Fori  if<l>{r)  =  — ,  we  shall  have  the  term  -  sin^O  cos  (f>  dr  dO  d(f> 

in  the  value  of  X,  and  this  becomes  00  for  the  particles  P'  imme- 
diately in  contact  with  P.  This  supposes  the  mass  of  P  fixed 
and  finite — 1  gramme,  suppose.  But  if  the  particle  at  P  is  itself 
of  infinitely  small  mass,  the  infinite  value  of  the  attraction  (no 
longer  attraction-intensity)  disappears. 

As  explained  in  the  chapter  on  Centres  of  Mass,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  take  in  all  cases  infinitesimal  elements  of  the  third 
order  in  breaking  up  the  attracting  mass.     According  to  the 
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shape  and  law  of  density  of  the  attracting  body,  we  may  take  as 
elements,  circular  plates,  thin  bars,  rings,  &c.,  as  will  be  illus- 
trated in  the  following  examples. 


Examples. 

1.  Whatever  may  be  the  law  of  attraction,  the  force-intensity 
exerted  by  the  smaller  of  two  concentric  solid  homogeneous  spheres 
at  any  point  on  the  surface  of  the  larger  is  to  the  force-intensity 
exerted  by  the  larger  at  any  point  on  the  surface  of  the  smaller 
in  the  ratio  (radius  of  smaller)* :  (radius  of  larger)'. 

Draw  any  radius  OP  meeting  the  surface  of  the  larger  in  P  and 
that  of  the  smaller  in  />,  0  being  the  common  centre.  Draw  a  chord, 
aht  of  the  smaller  parallel  to  OP ;  at  a  and  h  take  equal  and  similar 
very  small  elements  of  area,  each  da ;  draw  lines  from  the  various 
points  of  da  at  a  to  the  corresponding  points  of  ds  at  6;  we  thus 
have  a  uniform  bar  of  the  substance  of  the  smaller  sphere  lying 
along  ah.  Draw  lines  from  0  to  all  the  points  on  the  contour  of  ds 
at  A\  we  thus  get  a  slender  cone;  produce  this  cone  outwards  to 
intersect  the  surface  of  the  outer  sphere — at  A^  suppose — and  let  dS 
be  the  element  of  surface  of  the  outer  intercepted  by  this  cone; 
draw  similarly  a  cone  with  vertex  0  having  ds  9Xh  for  base,  and 
let  this  intercept  at  B  on  the  outer  an  element  of  area  dS.  Joining 
the  points  on  the  contour  of  c^  at  A  to  the  corresponding  points 
of  dS  at  B^  we  have  a  bar,  ABy  of  the  substance  of  the  larger 
sphere,  also  parallel  to  OP, 

Now,  if  r  and  R  are  the  radii  of  the  smaller  and  larger  spheres, 

da      r* 
it  is  obvious  that  -T?i=  -s;?  • 

dS     -ft* 

Consider  the  force-intensity  at  P  due  to  the  smaller,  and  at  j) 
due  to  the  larger,  sphere.  Each  acts  in  the  line  PO ;  hence  to  find 
the  resultant  force  at  P  we  may  consider  only  the  component  at- 
traction parallel  to  PO  due  to  the  bar  ah  and  to  all  the  other  parallel 
bars  into  which  the  smaller  sphere  can  be  broken  up.  If  the  law 
of  attraction  is  expressed  by  A/'(r),  as  in  Art.  317,  and  if  dX'  is 
the  intensity  of  attraction  of  the  bar  ah  at  P,  we  have  by  equation 
(6),  Art.  317,  dT-Xkp  [f{Pa)^f(Ph)]. 

Similarly,  if  dX  is  the  intensity  of  attraction  at  p  due  to  the 

k  and  K  being  the  areas  of  the  normal  sections  of  the  bars. 

k       da       f^ 
Now  Pa^pA  ;  Pb  =^pB;  and  -^  =  —  =  -^;  therefore 

dX^_r^. 
dX  ""  B^' 
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where  X'  and  X  are  the  resultant  inteusities  of  attraction  at  T  and  jp 
due,  respectively,  to  the  smaller  and  larger  spheres. 

2.  From  the  last  result  deduce  a  proof  of  the  theorem  that  the  only 
law  of  attraction  for  which  a  uniform  spherical  shell  will  exercise 
no  resultant  force  at  any  internal  point  is  the  law  of  the  inverse 
square.     [This  application  is  due  to  Duhamel.] 

If  a  shell  produces  no  attraction  inside  it,  all  the  portion  of  the 
larger  sphere  between  the  two  spheres  may  be  neglected  in  finding 
the  attraction  of  the  larger  at  p.     Hence,  however  great  R  may  be, 

X  is  constant  atp,  so  that  JT'  a  -^5  however  small  the  inner  sphere 
may  be. 

3.  Calculate  the  intensity  of  attraction  of  a  uniform  thin  rect- 
angular plate  at  a  point  on  the  perpendicular  to  its  plane  drawn  at 
its  centre. 

Let  2a  and  26  be  the  lengths  of  its  sides;  h  the  height  of  the 
attracted  particle,  P,  above  0,  the  centre  of  the  plate ;  p  and  r  the 
density  and  thickness  of  the  plate.  Break  up  the  plate  into  bars 
parallel  to  the  side  2a;  let  y  be  the  distance  of  one  of  these  bars 
from  0.  Then  the  area  of  the  normal  section  of  this  bar  is  rdy^ 
and  if  the  extremities  of  the  bar  are  A  and  B  and  its  middle  point 
Q^  we  have  for  its  attraction-intensity  at  P  the  expression  (Art.  317) 

2^sini4i>(2.(fy. 

Let  0  =  LQFO ;    then  y  =  A  tan  d,    PQ  =  A  sec  d,    and   this    ex- 

sec  BdB 

pression  becomes  lypra    /  ,     -^      ^;    and  since  the  resultant  at- 
*  va'  +  A*sec'*a 

traction  is  along  PO,  we  multiply  this  expression  by  cos^.     Thus 
we  have 

/•a      cos  BdQ 

where  a  is  the  extreme  value  of  $,  i.e.  tan"^-=-«     Thus 

n 

ah 

K  the  plate  is  of  infinite  length  (a  =  a ), 

R  =  4ypTa. 

4.  Given  the  whole  mass  of  a  solid,  find  its  shape  so  that  its  at- 
traction, in  any  direction,  on  a  particle  placed  at  a  given  point  may 
be  a  maximum.     i^Sclid  of  maximufn  attracUon,) 

It  is  clear  that  the  surface  of  the  solid  must  pass  through  the  given 
point,  0.  Let  OA  be  the  given  direction,  and  let  P  and  Q  be  any 
two  points  on  the  bounding  surface  of  the  solid.  Consider  an 
element  of  mass,  d/m,  at  P,  and  an  equal  element  at  Q.  Then,  what- 
ever be  the  law  of  attraction,  the  element  dm  at  P  and  the  element 
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dm  at  Q  must  give  the  same  component  attractions  on  0  along  OA  ; 
for  if  that  of  Q  were  the  greater,  advantage  would  be  gained  by 
transferring  the  element  dm  from  P  to  (?. 

Hence,  if  the  law  of  attraction  is  expressed  by  </>{r),  and  if 
0  =  APOA,  made  with  OA  by  the  radius  vector  from  0  to  any 
point  on  the  bounding  surface,  we  must  have 

<^  (r) .  cos  ^  =  const.  (1 ) 

for  all  points  on  this  surface.  Hence  the  surface  is  one  of  re- 
volution obtained  by  causing  the  curve  (1)  to  revolve  round  OA,     If 

<f>{r)^=  ~^9  the  revolving  curve  is 

-;5-  =  ^  =  const.  (2) 

Hence,  U  E  ia  the  resultant  intensity  of  attraction  along  OA^ 

R=:yp  /    hin  $  COB  Odrd<f)dO 

=  2irayp/    cos^^sin^rf^ 
Jo 

4 
=  -Ttayp. 

The  value  of  a  must  be  found  from  the  given  mass  of  the  solid, 

4 
M ;  and  we  easily  find  if  =  — -  Trpa' ; 

•     -K-L      26       J  •^' 
The  attraction-intensity  of  a  sphere  of  mass  Jf  at  a  point  on  its 

surface   would  be  [ ]  .  y ;  so  that  the  former  exceeds  the 

latter  in  the  ratio  (27)*  :  (25)*. 

The  curve  (2)  which  generates  the  solid  by  revolution  round  OA 
may  be  thus  drawn.  Describe  a  circle  with  0  as  centre  and  OA  as 
radius ;  describe  another  circle  with  OA  as  diameter ;  draw  any 
line,  OMy,  meeting  the  second  circle  in  Jlf  and  the  first  in  N;  then 
take  OP,  a  mean  proportional  between  OM  and  ON,  and  we  have 
a  point  i*  on  the  required  curve. 

5.  To  find  the  attraction-intensity  of  an  infinite  homogeneous 
elliptic  cylinder  at  any  external  point  situated  on  the  major  axis 
of  a  transverse  section. 

Let  C  be  the  centre  of  the  ellipse  which  is  the  transverse  section 
of  the  cylinder  through  the  point  0  at  which  the  intensity  of 
attraction  is  to  be  found,  0  lying  on  the  major  axis  of  the  ellipse 
at  a  distance  f  from  (7.  Let  P  be  any  point  on  the  circumference 
of  the  ellipse ;  with  0  as  centre  and  OP  (  =  r)  as  radius  describe 
a  circular  arc  cutting  the  ellipse  again  in  P^ ;  take  a  point  Q  on 
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where  X'  and  X  are  the  resnltant  intenfiities  of  attraction  at  P  and  p 
due,  respectively,  to  the  smaller  and  larger  spheres. 

2.  From  the  last  result  deduce  a  proof  of  the  theorem  that  the  only 
law  of  attraction  for  which  a  uniform  spherical  shell  will  exercise 
no  resultant  force  at  any  internal  point  is  the  law  of  the  inverse 
square.     [This  application  is  due  to  Duhamel.] 

If  a  shell  produces  no  attraction  inside  it,  all  the  portion  of  the 
larger  sphere  between  the  two  spheres  may  be  neglected  in  finding 
the  attraction  of  the  larger  at  p.     Hence,  however  great  R  may  be, 

X  is  constant  at  p,  so  that  JT'  a  -^5  however  small  the  inner  sphere 
may  be. 

3.  Calculate  the  intensity  of  attraction  of  a  uniform  thin  rect- 
angular plate  at  a  point  on  the  perpendicular  to  its  plane  drawn  at 
its  centre. 

Let  2a  and  26  be  the  lengths  of  its  sides;  K  the  height  of  the 
attracted  particle,  P,  above  0^  the  centre  of  the  plate ;  p  and  r  the 
density  and  thickness  of  the  plate.  Break  up  the  plate  into  bars 
parallel  to  the  side  2a;  let  y  be  the  distance  of  one  of  these  bars 
from  0.  Then  the  area  of  the  normal  section  of  this  bar  is  rdy^ 
and  if  the  extremities  of  the  bar  are  A  and  B  and  its  middle  point 
Q^  we  have  for  its  attraction-intensity  at  T  the  expression  (Art.  317) 

2^sini4P(2.(fy. 

Let d=ZQPO;    then  y=Atand,    PQ  =  Asecd,    and   this    ex- 

sec^<^^ 

pression  becomes  2ypTa-~i======-'y   and  since  the  resultant  at- 

^  Va'  +  A*sec'*^ 

traction  is  along  TO^  we  multiply  this  expression  by  cos^.     Thus 

we  have 

/•a      cos  BdQ 

where  a  is  the  extreme  value  of  0,  i.e.  tan'^r--     Thus 

ab 

J?=4yprsm-';7====. 

K  the  plate  is  of  infinite  length  (a  =:  a ), 

B  =  4ypTa. 

4.  Given  the  whole  mass  of  a  solid,  find  its  shape  so  that  its  at- 
traction, in  any  direction,  on  a  particle  placed  at  a  given  point  may 
be  a  maximum.     {Solid  of  maoBimum  attraction,) 

It  is  clear  that  the  surface  of  the  solid  must  pass  through  the  given 
point,  0.  Let  OA  be  the  given  direction,  and  let  P  and  Q  be  any 
two  points  on  the  bounding  surface  of  the  solid.  Consider  an 
element  of  mass,  dm  at  P,  and  an  equal  element  at  Q,  Then,  what- 
ever be  the  law  of  attraction,  the  element  dm  at  P  and  the  element 
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dm  at  Q  must  give  the  same  component  attractions  on  0  along  OA ; 
for  if  that  of  Q  were  the  greater,  advantage  would  be  gained  by 
transferring  the  element  dm  from  F  to  Q. 

Hence,  if  the  law  of  attraction  is  expressed  by  ^{r),  and  if 
$  =  jLPOA,  made  with  OA  by  the  radius  vector  from  0  to  any 
point  on  the  bounding  surface,  we  must  have 

<^  (r) .  cos  ^  =  const.  (1 ) 

for  all  points  on  this  surface.  Hence  the  surface  is  one  of  re- 
volution obtained  by  causing  the  curve  (1)  to  revolve  round  OA.     If 

y 

<^  (r)  =  -^>  the  revolving  curve  is 

-;5-  =  ^  =  const.  (2) 

Hence,  if  /?  is  the  resultant  intensity  of  attraction  along  OAy 

R  —  ypl    /     /    hinO co^edrdit>dO 
J  0  V  0   •^  0 

=  27:  ay  pi    cos^^sin^rf^ 

Jo 
4 

The  value  of  a  must  be  found  from  the  given  mass  of  the  solid, 

4 
M ;  and  we  easily  find  if  =  -—  'npa^ ; 

15 

The  attraction-intensity  of  a  sphere  of  mass  if  at  a  point  on  its 
surface   would  be  [ ]  .  y ;  so  that  the  former  exceeds  the 

latter  in  the  ratio  (27)*  :  (25)*. 

The  curve  (2)  which  generates  the  solid  by  revolution  round  OA 
may  be  thus  drawn.  Describe  a  circle  with  0  as  centre  and  OA  as 
radius ;  describe  another  circle  with  OA  as  diameter ;  draw  any 
line,  OMN^  meeting  the  second  circle  in  if  and  the  first  in  N\  then 
take  0-P,  a  mean  proportional  between  OM  and  ON ^  and  we  have 
a  point  P  on  the  required  curve. 

5.  To  find  the  attraction-intensity  of  an  infinite  homogeneous 
elliptic  cylinder  at  any  external  point  situated  on  the  major  axis 
of  a  transverse  section. 

Let  C  be  the  centre  of  the  f  llipse  which  is  the  transverse  section 
of  the  cylinder  through  the  point  0  at  which  the  intensity  of 
attraction  is  to  be  found,  0  lying  on  the  major  axis  of  the  ellipse 
at  a  distance  f  from  (7.  Let  P  be  any  point  on  the  circumference 
of  the  ellipse ;  with  0  as  centre  and  OF  (  =  r)  as  radius  describe 
a  circular  arc  cutting  the  ellipse  again  in  F* ;   take  a  i)oint  Q  on 
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the  ellipse  indefinitely  close  to  P,  and  with  0  as  centre  and  OQ 
(  =  r  +  c2r)  as  radius  describe  another  circular  arc  cutting  the 
ellipse  again  in  Q\  From  all  points  on  PP^  and  QQ'  draw  lines 
of  infinite  length  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the  figure,  and  we 
shall  have  a  thin  cjliudrical  plate  of  infinite  length  cut  off  from 
the  given  cylinder. 

It  is  very  easy  to  prove  that  the  attraction  of  this  plate  on  a  unit 
mass  at  0,  in  the  direction  0(7,  is 

4  yp  sin  B  dry 

where  6  =  LPOC,  y  =  gravitation  constant,  p  =  density  of  cylinder. 
(Consider  this  plate  as  formed  of  a  number  of  bars.)  Hence  the 
attraction-intensity  at  0  due  to  the  whole  cylinder  is 

4  y  p/taxL  6  dr. 

But  y  sin  6  dr  =  —Jr  cob  OdOf  the  other  portion  vanishing  at  both 
limits,  since  sin  d  =  0  both  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  in- 
tegration.    Now  if  a  and  b  are  the  semiaxes  of  the  ellipse, 

6«(rcosd-^*+aVsin«^  =  a'b^; 

_    6fcoB^±g>/6-^cos'e?-(f'~a')sin»^ 

If  we  denote  the  values  of  r  by  r^  and  r^,  the  integration  will 

obviously  contain  the  terms —rj  cos  dc^^  emd  r^  cos  OdOj  since   after 

the  radius  vector  OP  passes  the  position  of  the  tangent  from  0,  the 

element  dO  changes  sign.     Hence,  if  —  X  is  the  intensity  of  attraction 

towards  C,  , 

r /V^^'co8«^-(f»-a«)8in«^       ^,. 

X=z  —  Sypab  / ^ — ^^   \  •  1^ cosdc?^, 

^^    J        6*cos*d-|-a«8in«d  ' 

the   limits    of    6  being   0   and  the   value   for   which   r^zzzr^^  i.  e. 


tan~*  jci^  a '     Putting  Vf*— c' sin  ^  =  6  sin  <^,  we  have 

, n   coB^  d>dd> 


When  the  cylinder  is  circular,  the  value  of  this  expression  is  easily 

a* 
found  to  be  —2  iryp  -p-- 

6.  Draw  a  diagram  representing  the  weight  of  a  particle  in  its 
different  positions  as  it  is  brought  from  the  centre  of  the  earth  out 
through  its  surface  and  to  infinity. 

7.  What  should  be  the  masses  of  two  small  equal  homogeneous 
spheres  so  that  when  placed  with  a  distance  of  1  centimetre  between 
their  centres  their  mutual  attraction  shall  be  1  dyne  ? 

Ana.  The  muss  of  each  must  be  100'/l543,  or  3928,  grammes. 
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8.  Prove  that  if  there  be  two  homogeneous  solids  of  equal  density 
bounded  by  similar  surfaces,  their  attraction- intensities,  for  the  law 
of  inverse  square,  at  two  points  similarly  situated  with  respect  to 
them  are  in  the  ratio  of  the  corresponding  linear  dimensions  of  the 
solids.     (Newton,  Prop.  72,  Cor.  3.) 

Hence  the  attraction  at  any  point  on  a  given  diameter  inside  a 
solid  homogeneous  ellipsoid  varies  as  the  distance  of  the  point  from 
the  centre. 

9.  If  the  intensity  of  attraction  of  any  body  at  a  point  is  vastly 
greater  when  the  point  is  very  close  to  the  surface  of  the  body 
than  when  it  is  distant  from  this  surface  by  a  small  interval,  the 
attraction  takes  place  according  to  a  law  more  rapid  than  that  of  the 
inverse  square.     (Newton,  Prop.  72.) 

10.  Find  the  intensity  of  attraction,  for  the  law  of  inverse  square, 
of  any  portion  of  a  thin  uniform  spherical  shell,  cut  off  by  a  plane,  a^ 
any  point  on  its  axis. 

Ana.  Let  0  be  the  centre  of  the  sphere ;  OA  the  axis  of  the 
given  segment,  A  being  on  the  surface ;  AB  the  circular  arc  whose 
revolution  round  OA  generates  the  given  segment;  F  the  position 
of  the  attracted  particle  on  AO;  a  =  radius  of  sphere,  PO  =  c,  and 
fi  the  angle  PBO.     Then  the  attraction  is 

"^    -{1  —  cosp), 


c* 


If  il^  is  a  semicircle  and  P  internal,  /3  =  0 ;  if  P  is  external,  ^  =  tt. 

11.  If  P  coincides  with  0,  find  the  attraction. 
Ans.  TT/jyrsin'a,  where  a  =  A  BOA, 

12.  Find  the  intensity  of  attraction  of  a  uniform  right  cone  at 
the  middle  point  of  its  base. 

Ana.   27ry/)Asina[sina+cosa— sinacosa{l  +  log^cot- cot  (-  —  -)} ]j 

where  h  and  a  are  the  height  and  semi  vertical  angle  of  the  cone. 

13.  A  platinum  wire  of  uniform  diameter  1  mm.  and  1  mHre 
long  attracts  a  gramme  mass  condensed  into  a  point  distant  1  cm. 
from  the  bar  on  a  perpendicular  to  the  bar  at  its  middle  point ; 
find  the  magnitude  of  the  force  of  attraction  (specific  gravity  of 
platinum  =  22.06). 

89075  xlO»   ^      '  ^ 

14.  If  the  law  of  attraction  is  expressed  by  any  function,  <^'(r), 
of  the  distance,  prove  that  the  intensity  of  attraction  of  any  homo- 
geneous solid,  estimated  in  a  given  direction,  at  any  point  P  is 
expressed  by  the  surface- integral 

y<l>{T)  cos  \dSy 

where  r  is  the  distance  from  P  of  any  point  on  the  surface  bounding 
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the  solid,  dJ^  is  the  element  of  surface  area,  and  A  the  angle  made 
by  the  normal  at  this  point  with  the  given  direction. 

Take  F  as  origin  and  the  given  direction  as  axis  of  x;  at  any  point 
(x,  y^  z)  in  the  mass  let  the  element  of  volume  dxdydz  be  taken, 
and  let  the  attraction  of  this  element  be  <^\r)  dxdydz.  The  com- 
ponent of  this  parallel  to  the  axis  of  a;  is 

<^'  (r)  -  dx  dy  dz,    or   <l>^{r)-^  ,  dx  dy  dz. 
I  dx 

Integrating  this,  considering  y  and  z  constant,  i.  e.  along  a  thin  bar 
parallel  to  the  axis  of  x,  we  have 

[<l>{r^)-<l>{ri)]dydz, 

where  r^  and  r,  are  the  distances  from  P  of  the  points  in  which  this 
bar  cuts  the  bounding  surface.     Now 

,  dydz  =  dS^ .  cos  A,  =  —dS^ .  cos  A^ , 

the  normal  being  at  each  point  drawn  outward ;  therefore,  &c. 

15.  Calculate  the  attraction-intensity  of  a  uniform  elliptic  plate 
at  any  point  on  the  axis  through  its  centre  perpendicular  to  its 
plane. 

Ans,  !£  a,  b   are    the   semi-axes   of  the   plate,    c  =  v^a'— 6', 
z  =  distance  of  attracted  particle  from  centre,  r  =  thickness  of  plate, 

A;'=  -r i>  n=  -« 5  J  the  attraction-intensitv^is 

a'-|-«*  ar  +  z^ 

aVar  +  z^ 

where  n(— w,  A:)  and  F(k)  are  the  complete  elliptic  functions  of  the 
third  and  first  kinds  for  the  modulus  k  and  parameter  —  w. 

Again,  this  can  be  expressed  entirely  in  terms  of  functions  of  the 
first  and  second  kind,  since  the  complete  function  of  the  third  kind  can 
be  so  expressed.    Tims  in  general  (Hymers's  Integral  Calculus^  p.  290), 

-{E(k)-F{k)]F{J^,  ft)}, 

V  1  —71 

where ifc'  =  \/l  —  Aj',  and  sin/3  =  — ^y — •     Hence  (1)  becomes 

^ypr[l-E{Jc',  fi) .  F{k)-[E{k)-F{k)]F{l/,  fi)} ,        (2) 


where  sin  ^  = 


2 
z 


This  obviously  verifies  for  a  circular  plate. 


326.]        POTENTIAL   DUE   TO   ANY  ATTRACTING  MASS.       273 


Section  II. — Theory  of  Potential. 

326.]  Potential  due  to  any  Attracting  Mass.  Consider  an 
element,  dm^  of  mass  occupying  any  point,  Jf,  and  let  a  unit 
mass  condensed  into  an  infinitely  small  volume  be  brought  by 
any  agent  along  any  path  whatever,  plane  or  tortuous,  firom  a 
position  Pq  to  a  position  P ;  it  is  required  to  calculate  the  amount 
of  work  done  in  this  passage  of  the  unit  mass  by  the  force  exerted 
on  it  by  the  fixed  particle  dm.  Suppose  the  law  of  attraction  to 
be  that  of  the  inverse  square,  and  at  any  point  of  the  path  of  P  let 

r  be  its  distance  from  M.     In  this  position  let  the  force  be  ^^—^  • 

Then  for  any  small  displacement  of  P — say  from  P  to  P^ — 

along  its  path  the  work  done  by  the  attracting  force  is  —^-^dr^ 

where  dr  is  MP^ —MP,    Hence  the  work  done  by  the  attraction 

/•«-  dr 
from  Pq  to  P  is  —ydm  I    -^  (where  MP^^  rj,  i.e. 

(l-i)y^.  (1) 

If  r  and  Tq  are  measured  in  centimetres,  dm  in  grammes,  and 
if  y  is  the  constant  of  gravitation  (Art.  321),  this  expression  for 
the  work  done  is  in  er^s. 

Now  if  the  field  of  attraction  is  produced  by  several  particles 
dm,  dm\  dm'\  ...  at  i/,  M\  if",  ...  the  sum  of  the  works  done 
by  the  attractions  of  all  these  on  the  unit  mass  in  the  passage  of 
the  latter  from  any  initial  position  Pq  to  any  final  one,  P,  is 

/dm     dm'      dm''  \        ,dm     dm'     dm"  n      , 

or  y(-  +  -^  +  -^H....)-y(-  +  ^  +  -^  +...).   (3) 

where  r,  /,  /',...  are  the  distances  of  the  final  position  P  from 
the  several  particles,  and  f^,  r^',  r^", ...  the  distances  of  the 
initial  position  from  them. 

VOL.  n.  T 
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If  the  initial  position  is  infinitely  distant  from  every  attracting 
particle,   —  =  — ^  =  . . .  =  0,  so  that  the  work  becomes 


^0       ^0 


(dm,     dm       dm  \  ,  ^  v 

t!+V+ 7^ +  •••)•  ^*) 

The  amount  of  work  done  in  bringing  a  particle  of  unit  mags  and 
infinitely  small  volume  from  any  position  in  which  the  attractions 
exerted  by  the  particles  of  any  given  system  are  zero  {or  insensible) 
to  any  point  P  in  their  field  of  attraction  is  called  the  Potential 
of  the  field  at  that  point. 

It  will  be  seen  that  since  the  work  done  involves  merely 
distances  of  P  from  the  several  particles,  it  is  wholly  independent 
of  the  shape  and  length  of  the  path  along  which  P  has  been  brought; 
in  other  words,  the  attractions  exerted  by  the  several  particles  in 
the  field  are  a  system  of  conservative  forces  (Art.  272). 

In  the  above  formal  definition  of  the  Potential  at  any  point 
produced  by  a  given  mass  system,  instead  of  saying  that  tlie  unit 
particle  is  brought  from  infinity  up  to  the  final  position  P,  we 
have  said  that  it  is  to  be  brought  from  a  position  in  which  the 
attractive  forces  of  the  mass  system  are  zero,  although,  in  general^ 
a  position  at  infinity  would  satisfy  this  description.     It  will  be 

shown  soon,  however,  that  there  are  cases 
in  which  the  estimation  of  the  work  done 
on  the  unit  particleyre^m  infinity  up  to  the 
finite  position  P  leads  to  infinite  constants 
in  the  integration.  If  we  define  the  Po- 
tential at  P  as  the  amount  of  work  done 
^«-  '^9-  in  bringing  the  particle  from  infinity  to 

this  point,  we  must  add  the  proviso  that 
lohen  the  particle  is  at  infinity  it  is  also  infinitely  distant  from  every 
attracting  particle  of  the  mass  system — i.e.  that  none  of  the 
attracting  mass  is  contemplated  as  at  infinity. 

Throughout  the  sequel  we  shall  speak  of  the  position  in  which 
the  forces  of  the  field  are  insensible  as  the  zero  position. 

Suppose  now  that  the  attracting  particles  form  a  continuous 
body  of  any  shape  represented  in  Fig,  279.  Then  the  number 
of  terms  in  (4)  becomes  infinitely  great,  and  if  we  denote  by  V 
the  Potential  at  P,  we  have 
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where  dm  is  the  element  of  mass  at  any  point,  Jf,  and  r  is  its 
distance  from  P.  The  integration  is,  of  course,  to  be  extended 
throughout  the  whole  body,  the  position  of  P  being  fixed. 

Thus  to  each  position  of  P  belongs  a  value,  F,  of  the  Potential. 
If  P'  is  any  other  point  at  which  the  Potential  is  V\  the  work 
done  by  the  attractions  in  transferring  the  unit  particle  cdong  any 
path  whatever  from  P'  to  P  is 

r-r, 

since  the  particle  might  be  brought  from  the  zero  position  to  P 
by  passing  through  P'  on  the  way. 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  then,  that  the  expression  (a)  does  not 
represent  the  work  done  in  bringing  a  unit  mass  from  infinity  to 
P  if  any  of  the  attracting  matter  is  contemplated  as  being  at 
infinity. 

We  might  take  y  =  1  by  departing,  to  some  extent,  from  the 
C.  G.  S.  system^  i.e.  by  taking  the  unit  mass  to  be  that  which, 
condensed  into  a  small  sphere,  attracts  an  equal  spherical  mass 
with  a  force  of  1  dyne  when  the  distance  between  the  centres  of 
the  spheres  is  1  centimetre ;  and  this  mass  would  be,  by  Ex.  7, 
p.  270,  about  3928  grammes.  We  prefer,  however,  to  adopt  the 
C.  G.  S.  system  pure  and  simple  and  to  retain  y,  its  value  being 
that  given  in  Art.  321. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  Potential  is  an  undirected  or  scalar 
magnitude — unlike  force,  which  has  direction  and  is  a  vector. 
The  Potential  at  P  has  magnitude  but  no  direction. 

Again,  Potential  is  arithmetically  additive ;  i.e.  if  F  is  the 
Potential  at  P  due  to  any  one  mass  system,  and  U  the  Potential 
at  P  due  to  any  other  mass  system,  the  Potential  at  P  due  to 
their  combined  action  is  simply  r+  U. 

327.]  Eqtiipotential  Surfooes.  The  Potential  produced  at  a 
point  P  by  the  attraction  of  any  fixed  masses  may  evidently  be 
expressed  as  a  fonction  of  the  position  of  P,  i.e.  as  a  frmction  of 
its  co-ordinates,  x^  jr,  z,  with  reference  to  any  fixed  axes.  If, 
then,  r=  4>  (^>  J/i  ^)>  there  must  be  a  surface  locus  of  points  at 
each  of  which  V  has  a  given  constant  value^  C ;  for  the  equation 

denotes  a  surface. 

Let  APB  (Kg.  a8o)  represent  the  sur&ce  at  every  point  of 
which  the  Potential  has  the  same  value  as  that  at  P.  [In  the 
figure  this  sur£EM^  is  represented  as  closed ;  but,  except  for  very 

T  % 
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simple  arrangements  of  attracting  matter,  the  eqaipotential 
surfaces  are  very  complicated,  each  consisting,  perhaps,  of  several 
detached  portions  closed  or  unclosed.]  Then  no  work,  on  the 
whole,  is  done  in  transferring  a  particle  from  any  point  P  on 
this  surface  to  any  other  point,  A,  on  the  same  surface  ;  the 
attractive  forces  of  the  field  do  as  much  positive  work  through- 
out a  portion  of  any  path  connecting  P  with  A  as  negative 
throughout  the  remainder. 

If  the  particle  is  transferred  from  P  to  A  along  any  path  lying 

on  the  equipotential  outface,  then  at  no 
instant  during  the  passage  are  the  forces 
doing  any  work  whatever ;  for  no  work 
is  done  in  the  passage  from  any  point 
to  the  next  consecutive. 
Yig.  ago.  Hence  the  resultant  attraction  at  any 

point  on  the  surface  acts  along  the 
normal  to  the  surface  at  the  point ;  for,  every  direction  of  displace- 
ment for  which  no  work  is  done  must  be  at  right  angles  to 
the  direction  of  the  resultant  force,  and  no  work  is  done  by  the 
resultant  attraction  at  P  for  any  displacement  of  a  particle  at 
P  in  the  tangent  plane  to  the  equipotential  surface  at  this 
point. 

An  equipotential  surface  is  often  called  a  level  surface  (surface 
de  niveau)  from  its  analogy  with  a  horizontal  plane  which  is  an 
equipotential  sur&ce  for  the  case  of  gravity.  (In  reality,  the 
equipotential  surfaces  for  the  earth's  attraction  are  approximately 
spheres  concentric  with  the  earth,  but  a  limited  portion  of  one  of 
them  at  any  place  may  be  considered  a  horizontal  plane.)  The 
horizontal  plane  is  such  that  the  work  done  by  the  weight  of 
a  particle  in  the  descent  of  the  particle,  along  any  path,  to  the 
ground  is  the  same  from  whatever  point  on  the  plane  the  par- 
ticle falls ;  and,  moreover,  the  particle,  if  placed  on  a  smooth 
hard  substance  coinciding  with  this  plane,  would  not  move  along 
it.  All  points  on  this  plane  have,  therefore,  the  same  Potential 
with  reference  to  the  earth's  attraction,  and  are  said  to  be  at  the 
same  level.  Hence  the  use  of  the  term  level  surface  in  general, 
in  any  field  of  attraction,  gravitational,  electrostatic,  or  magnetic. 
828.]  Belation  between  Force  and  FotentiaL  At  any 
point,  P  (Fig.  280),  construct  the  equipotential  surfiu^e  PAB ; 
let  PQ  be  an  infinitesimal  length  mensured  on  the  normal  at  P ; 
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and  throngh  Q  describe  another  eqnipotential  surface,  QCD.  Let 
F  be  the  value  of  the  Potential  at  P,  and  F-f  A  F"  its  value  at  Q. 
Now  the  resultant  force  at  P  acts  along  PQ,  either  inwards  or 
outwards.  Let  it  be  B,  and  consider  the  work  done  in  trans- 
ferring a  unit  mass  from  P  to  Q.  By  definition  this  work  =  A  F, 
and  if  B  acts  from  P  to  Q,  it  must  also  be  22  x  PQ,  assuming 
that  we  may  consider  B  as  constant  at  all  points  between  P 
and  Q.     Hence  ^y  ^p- 

so  that  if  A  F  is  a  positive  increase  of  Potential,  the  sense  of 

B  is  from  P  to  Q.     Similarly  at  B  tiie  magnitade  of  the 

AT 
force  =  r^-=:  >  where  BD  is  the  normal  distance  between  the  two 

surfEuses  at  B,  Hence  at  different  points  on  the  same  level 
surface  the  magnitude  of  the  resultant  force  is  inversely  pro- 
portional to  the  normal  distance  between  that  sur&ce  and 
another  level  surface  whose  Potential  exceeds  that  of  the  given 
one  by  an  infinitesimal  amount.  An  inspection  of  the  figure 
(Fig.  280)  shows  the  points  at  which  the  resultant  force  is  most 
intense,  and  also  those  at  which  it  is  least ;  it  is  most  intense 
where  the  two  surfaces  are  closest  together,  and  least  where  they 
are  farthest  apart.  The  value  of  B  without  approximation  is  to 
be  found  by  diminishing  PQ,  or  An,  and  therefore  A  T,  in- 
definitely; i.e.  ,« 

^=^'  (-) 

which  asserts  that  at  any  pointy  P,  the  rewUatU  force  ie  tie  rate 
of  increase  of  Potential  along  the  normal  to  the  level  eurface  through 
the  pointy  and  it  acts  in  the  seme  in  which  the  Potential  imereaeee. 

Again,  the  component  of  force  in  any  direction  at  any  point, 
P,  is  the  rate  of  variation  of  the  Potential  in  that  direction  at  P. 
For  at  P  draw  PP^  in  the  given  direction,  meeting  in  P'  the 
indefinitely  close  eqnipotential  sur&ce  on  which  the  Potential  is 
r+ AT.  Then  if  P  is  the  component  force  along  PP\  and  B 
the  resultant  force  at  P, 

P=iZ  cos  QPP' 
=  ^eo«GPP'=^. 
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Hence  if  PP'=  A*,  and  its  length  is  diminished  indefinitely, 

If  d9  lies  anywhere  in  the  tangent  plane,  the  component  force 
is  zero ;  and  the  resultant  force  acts  in  the  direction  in  which 
the  Potential  increases  most  rapidly. 

Cob.  The  components  of  force  at  P  parallel  to  three  fixed 
rectangular  axes  are       ,^        ,^        .y 

dx  '     dy  *      dz  ^  ' 

(^>  h  ^)  ^^^  the  co-ordinates  of  P,  and  V  being  expressed  in 
the  form  r=  <^  {x,  y,  z). 

If  r  is  expressed  as  a  ftmction  of  the  polar  co-ordinates  (r,  6,  ^) 
of  P,  with  reference  to  any  origin,  0,  and  axes,  the  component 
force  along  the  radius  vector  OP  is 

and  the  component  along  the  tangent  to  the  parallel  of  latitude 

**^^  1     dV 

r  sind  ^0  ^  ' 

since  PP'  for  this  direction  =  r  sin ^.A^ ;  while  the  component 
along  the  tangent  to  the  meridian  at  P  is 

r  do  ^^' 

In  general,  V  may  be  expressed  in  terms  of  any  three  inde- 
pendent variables  which  serve  as  co-ordinates  to  define  the 
position  of  a  point. 

Starting  with  the  notion  of  work,  we  have  deduced  the  force- 
component  in  any  direction  firom  the  Potential.     In  particular, 

dV 
we  have  proved  that  X=z  -j- .    But  we  might  have  adopted  the 

reverse  process  and  shown  that  X  is  the  differential  coefiScient 
with  respect  to  o^  of  a  certain  function  of  w,y,  z. 

Thus  (Art.  326),  if  <^  (r)  =  ^ ,  we  have 


r« 


=  -)'/^78^^«»' 
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in  which  the  integration  has  reference  to  af^  /,  /;  so  that  we 
can  write  this  in  the  form 


='/ 


.  dfn> 


dx 
d  r   rdm-y      dV 


dx^  J   r  -^      dx 
if  we  denote  y     —  by  F. 

For  any  law  of  attraction,  ^^(r),  between  elements  of  mass, 

/_ ^/ 
^'  (r) dm^  or 

-/ 


^^  dm,  or  -J-  if  we  denote  — /<^  (r)  dm  by  F. 


Now  —/(p  (r)  dm  is  precisely  the  work  done  by  the  attraction 
on  a  unit  mass  from  a  zero  position  to  the  point  P  considered. 
For,  the  attraction  exerted  by  dm  at  any  distance  being 
(f/  (r)  dmj  the  element  of  work  done  by  this  for  a  small  displace- 
ment of  P  is  —<l>^{r)dm,dr,  and  the  whole  amount  done  from  the 
zero  position  is  ^dmj*(f}^{r)dr,  or  ^<t>{r)dm.  Snmming  the 
works  done  by  all  the  other  elements  of  attracting  mass,  we 

^^""^  F  =  ^/<l>{r)dm.  in) 

The  process,  however,  of  deducing  the  idea  and  properties  of 
Potential  from  the  components  of  force  is  less  in  accordance  with 
the  methods  of  modem  Physics  than  the  reverse  process,  which 
we  have  here  adopted. 

It  will  be  useful  to  the  student  to  imagine  the  whole  field  of 
attraction,  due  to  any  arrangement  of  mass,  as  mapped  out  by 
a  series  of  equipotential  surfaces^  the  value  of  the  Potential 
increasing  from  one  surface  to  the  next  by  a  small  constant 
amount. 

329.]  DifOdrential  Equations  of  Potential.  At  any  point 
P  describe  the  usual  small  rectangular  parallelepiped  whose 
edges  are  parallel  to  the  axes  of  x^y^z.  If  in  Fig.  228,  p.  1 
of  this  volume,  we  put  P  in  place  of  0,  and  take  the  edges 
infinitely  small,  equal  to  dx,  dy,  dz,  the  paraUelopiped  there 
represented  is  such  as  we  contemplate.  Now  take  the  surface- 
integral  of  normal  force-intensity  over  this  paraUelopiped.    The 
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outward  normal  force-intensity  on  the  &ce  PBFC  is   —X  or 

dV  .     .  .         .      rfr 

—  J- ;  80  that  the  contribution  of  this  face  is  —  ^r-  dydz ;  while 
ax  ax 

the  contribution  of  the  opposite  £a€e  is 

dV.    ,       d  .dr.    .  X     - 

d^^y^'^^^id^^y^')'^'^ 

hence  the  sum  contributed  by  these  two  faces  is  j-^dxdydz. 

Similarly  the  sum  contributed  by  the  two  faces  perpendicular 

dW 
to  the  axis  of  jr  is  -^  dxdydz^  and  that  contributed  by  the  re- 

d^V 
maining  faces  is  -j-^  dxdydz.    The  whole  sur&ce-integral  for  the 

elementaiy  volume  considered  is  therefore 

.d^r   d^r  d^r^,  ^  , 

or  V^  F.dxdydz,  using  the  symbol 

rfa      d^      rf« 
dafl     dy^     ds^ 

Now  if  there  is  none  of  the  attracting  matter  within  the 
element  of  volume  at  P,  this  quantity  must  be  zero,  by  Art. 
324.  Hence  at  eveiy  point  in  space  at  which  none  of  the 
attracting  matter  exists 

d^r     d^r  ^  d^^      ^        r^TT     ^ 

If,  on  the  contrary^  P  is  a  point  inside  the  attracting  matter, 
and  if  p  is  the  density,  or  mass  per  unit  volume  (cubic  centi- 
metre) at  P,  the  mass  contained  in  the  parallelepiped  is  pdxdydz; 
so  that  by  Art.  324, 

d^F       d^r       dW  ^  r.^ir  . 

Equation  (a)  is  known  as  Laplace'9  Equation^  while  (/3)  is 
Poisson^s  Equation. 

We  now  proceed  to  find  the  equivalent  equations  in  polar 
co-ordinates.  To  do  this,  we  take  the  surface-integral  of  normal 
force-intensity  over  the  polar  element  of  volume  tnsqt  (Fig.  219, 
p.  299,  Vol.  I).    Let  9  in  this  figure  represent  the  point,  P,  in 
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any  field  of  attiaction,  and  let  the  co-ordinates  of  «  be  (r,  $,  ^), 
let  the  normal  force-intenfidty  on  the  face  msq,  measured  in  the 
sense  Os^  be  J2,  while  the  area  of  this  &ce  =  <| .  Then  this  &oe 
will  contribate  the  term  —  JSt^  to  ihe  sor&oe-integral,  while 

the  opposite  fiw^e  will  contribate  J2#i  +  j^  dr ;  therefore  these 
&ce8  give  conjointly    ^,  ^  dr.    Let  the  normal  force-intensities 

on  the  fisu^es  mst  and  Uq  he  T  and  8^  and  the  areas  of  these 
faces  «2  <^d  '3;  then,  the  first  and  its  opposite  fiu»  will  con- 

jointly  give  \^  dd ;  and  the  second  with  its  opposite  wiU 
give  -\~j~d4>.    Hence 

dr  do  d(p      ^ 

=  -^ivypf^EmOdrdOdtf^f 

according  as  there  is  not,  or  is,  mass  inside  the  element  of  volume. 

XT  T>      dF      „      IdF       j^         \      dr 

dr  r  do  remO d<l> 

Si=z  f^siikOd$d<l>f    9^=  T sin $drd(l>,    s^^rdOdr^ 

so  that  the  equations  are 

^r^r^dFy^        Id..   JV.        1     d^V^     ^ 

AdrVW)  +  ^^eTe  ^"^^dQ)^  5^^  d^^  =  ^' 

or-4wyp;     (y) 
and  it  will  be  useful  to  note  the  identity  (putting  fi  for  sin  &) 
^^ir      ^  rd  /.dF^      d  {.        ^.dF]  ^      1     d^F^        ,^. 

A  result  of  importance  may  here  be  noted — namely,  if  the 
equation  V^r=  0  is  satisfied  by  the  value  F=  r^Y^  where  T 
is  a  function  of  $  and  ^  only,  it  will  also  be  satisfied  by  the 

T 

value  F=z  — -^i  for,  each  of  these  values  when  substituted  in 

(y)  gives  iihe  equation 

Equation  for  F  in  Cylindrical  Co-ordinates.    The  position  of 
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and,  by  hypothesis,  this  is  known,  i.e.  the  form  of  the  function 

<!>  is  known.    Then  if  in  ^  we  put  a+yv--\  and  a?— y-/— 1 
for  a  successively  and  add  the  results,  we  get  2  T,  by  (a). 

Similarly  for  the  attraction-intensity.  Its  value  at  any  point 
on  the  axis  of  symmetry  of  the  transverse  section  is  ^^  (a;),  while 
if  X  and  T  are  its  components  at  any  point, 


27  =  y^[<^'(a?+yy=T)-<^'(a.«y  V'^)],  (y) 

which  are  both  known  when  (f/  is  known. 

To  apply  this  to  the  case  of  an  infinite  elliptic  cylinder,  the 
form  of  4>  has  been  already  found  (example  5,  p.  269).  Hence 
we  have  for  the  attraction-intensity  at  any  point  (x,  jr), 


ab 


-2  J=  4ffyp^[«+y/in:-.^(a?+y^-l)2-c2] 

ab 
e 


-27=4wyp-^  V^-l[a?+y\Ari-x/(»+y/^)2-c2] 


or  ^i 

-X=2wyp-2[2a?-V^-y2_^^2ay^/-l 


-V«^-y»-c2-2ayV'-l], 

-7=  2wyp^y^[2yA/"=l^-V«^-jf2_^  +  2ay^/3i 

c 

lliese  may  be  put  into  real  forms  by  observing  that  if 

we  have  u  =  ^^A^  VA^-^-B^. 

Hence 

-X=  2Tryp^[2a?-.  V^v^a?^ -f-c^-^  V{^F^f--c'f  +  4 iP^j^'] > 

c 


-r=2iryp^[-2y+'/2V^(a^-/-c*)«  +  4^_(a^_/_c«],   («) 
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If  the  point  (x^  y)  is  on  the  surface  of  the  cylinder,  a?  =  a  cos  ^, 
^  =  d  sin  ^,  and 

Z  =  -4wyp^-j-^co8  0,  (C) 

r  =  ~47rypj^8in<^,  (ly) 

so  that  the  resultant  is  constant  in  magnitude^  and  it  acts  in 
a  line  parallel  to  the  radius  of  the  auxiliary  circle  of  the  ellipse. 

331.]  Potential  Work,  or  Statio  Energy,  of  a  Self- Attract- 
ing System.  In  a  system  in  which  forces  of  attraction  are 
exerted  between  particle  and  particle^  these  forces  will  do  an 
amount  of  (positive  or  negative)  work  if  the  form  of  the  system 
is  altered.  We  propose  to  find  the  amount  of  work  thus  done  in 
a  material  system  self-attracting  according  to  the  Newtonian  law. 

Consider  a  system  of  particles  of  masses  m^,  m^y  m^^ ...  with 
distances  rjg,  ^13,  ...,  r^,  ...  between  them  in  any  given  con- 
figuration, and  with  distances  /^^^  ^13 >  *••  >  ^23 y  *••  hetween  them 
in  any  final  configuration. 

First,  let  m^  alone  be  brought  into  the  second  configuration, 
all  the  others  being  fixed.  Then  the  amount  of  work  done  by 
the  forces  of  attraction  acting  on  it  is 

where  p^,  p^a, ...  are  the  distances  between  %  and  m^^  m^y ... 
after  this  change.  Now  let  m^  be  brought  into  the  final  position^ 
«»3, 1^4, ...  being  kept  fixed.     The  amount  of  work  thus  done  is 

Bringing  m^  now  into  the  final  position,  i»4,  •••  b^g  fixed, 
the  work  is 

>'^[(7-"-r")*^+(7-"r")^a+-]- 

""^^IS        Pis  ^23        P23 

Repeating  this  process  for  all  the  rest,  and  adding  the  works 
done,  we  have  the  whole  work  ^multiplied  by  -)  > 


•  •  • 
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'     OQ  '  a«  f    OA  I  OA 


23        '28  '24        '24 


+  m3«ff 


/I  In 


^  84        ^84 


Now  rearrange  this  by  taking  one-half  of  the  first,  second, 
third, ...  terms  in  the  first  row  and  putting  them,  respectively, 
into  the  sncceeding  rows,  and  similarly  treating  the  terms  of 
the  other  rows.  We  thus  find  that  the  expression  is  the  same 
as 


15  W1L7-  +  V- +  •••-—-;: — -J 

^12        ^18  ^12        ^IZ 


»^  ^o         T  an  Tto         Ton 


12        ^23  ^12        ''28 

or  i(^'-/D^  +  H'^'-^%  +  i(^-^«*8+.-»       (a) 

all  divided  by  y,  where  J^'  is  the  value  of  the  potential  in  the 
final  position  of  m^  and  J^  its  value  in  the  first  position  of  «»,, 
with  similar  meanings  of  ^',  J^,  &c. 
Or  we  may  write  the  work  in  the  form 

where  (2Fmy  means  the  sum  obtained  by  multiplying  the  mass 
of  each  particle  of  the  system  by  the  value  of  the  potential 
at  its  position  in  the  final  configuration,  and  ^Pm  the  cor- 
responding quantity  in  the  first  configuration. 

K  the  particles  are  infinitely  numerous  and  form  a  continuous 
mass,  the  work  of  the  forced  of  attraction  in  changing  the  con- 
figuration is  J  {/Fdmy^  i  i/rdm).  (y) 

Hence  to  scatter  the  particles  of  a  given  self-attracting  system 
to  (practically)  infinite  distances  from  each  other  requires  an 
amount  of  work  equal  to       \fVdm  Ih) 

in  which  expression  the  integral  is  taken  throughout  the  system 
in  its  given  configuration.  This  expression  (5)  may,  therefore, 
be  regarded  as  the  Potential  Work  of  the  forces  of  the  system^ 
or  its  Static  Energy,  in  this  configuration. 

Again,  if  ^,  F2, ...  are  the  potentials  at  the  positions  of  a 
number  of  particles  %',  w/, ...  produced  by  a  given  system  of 
particles  m^,  %, ...,  and  if  the  system  m^^  f^^y'  (which  we 
shall  denote  by  M)  either  is  not  self-attractive  or  is  absolutely 
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rigid,  the  work  of  removing  the  system  JIT  completely  out  of 
the  field  of  attraction  of  the  other  system  (which  we  denote 
by  M)  is  obviously 

(wfi'^+OT'gFg  +  wt'g^ +...),  or  Sia'F; 
or,  again,  fVdm\  if  the  system  If  forms  a  continuous  mass. 

But  the  work  of  removing  the  system  M  out  of  the  field 
of  influence  of  M  must  be  exactly  the  same  as  the  work  of 
removing  M  out  of  the  field  of  influence  of  M' — since  each  is 
the  work  of  separating  the  two  attracting  systems,  each  of  which 
is  considered  as  either  rigid  or  not  self-attractive. 

But  if  F/,  Fg', ...  be  the  values  of  the  potential  produced  by 
the  system  M  at  the  positions  of  %,  m^^ ...  the  expression  for 
the  work  of  removing  M  is 

{rn^^^-m/l^-..,)  or  SwiP, 
or  frdm. 

Hence  we  have  a  useM  theorem  due  to  Gauss,  viz. 

fFdrn'^/rdm,  (6) 

But  this  is  also  evidently  true  if  the  elements  dm^  dm\  are 
multiplied  by  any  function  of  the  distance  between  them,  as 

well  as  when  this  function  is  -  ;  and.  moreover,  instead  of  two 

r 

mass  systems,  M  and  M\  we  may  have  two  volumes  of  empty 

space,  so  that  if  dm  and  drnf  are  elements  of  volume,  equation 

(e)  still  holds.     The  theorem   in  this  case  is   of  course   not 

physical  but  merely  analytical. 

We  shall  find  useful  applications  of  this  theorem  of  Gauss 
hereafter. 

332.]  Magnetio  Shell.  In  the  study  of  Magnetism  we  have 
to  deal  with  a  magnetic  shell,  which  behaves  like  a  material  shell 
consisting  of  two  layers  indefinitely  close  together,  each  element 
of  one  of  the  layers — the  outer,  suppose — acting  on  a  given 
material  particle,  placed  anywhere,  with  a  repulsive  force  follow- 
ing the  Newtonian  law,  while  each  element  of  the  other  layer 
attracts  the  same  particle  according  to  the  same  law.  Let 
Fig.  278,  p.  262,  represent  such  a  shell,  and  suppose  the  points  P 
and  Q  to  be  on  the  outer  and  inner  layers,  respectively.  The 
outer  layer  we  may  imagine  to  be  composed  of  positive  matter, 
the  amount  of  which  per  unit  area  is  m  at  any  point  P ;  while  at 
Q,  the  point  directly  opposite  to  P,  on  the  inner  shell  we  may 
imagine  a  quantity  of  negative  matter ^  equal  to  -^fw  per  unit  area. 
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The  inner  shell  is,  then,  wholly  composed  of  negative  matter,  and 
the  amounts  of  +  and  —  matter,  per  unit  area,  are  equal  at  the 
extremities  of  the  (small)  normal  distance  between  the  shells  at 
all  points.  The  terms  '  positive '  and  *  negative '  matter  are,  of 
course,  only  provisional ;  they  stand  merely  for  causes  cf  repulsion 
and  attraction.  Again,  the  quantity  m  may  vary  £rom  point  to 
{)oint  on  either  shell.  The  product  of  m  and  the  normal  distance, 
A»,  between  the  shells  at  any  point  is  called  the  strength  of  the 
shell  at  that  point.     Denote  this  product  by  ^  ;  so  that 

<^  =  m£^n. 

We  shall  assume  the  shell  to  be  of  constant  strength  at  all 
points  ;  so  that  if  the  surface-density,  m,  of  matter  varies  along 
either  layer,  the  normal  distance  between  the  layers  will  also 
vary — but  in  such  a  way  that  ^  remains  constant. 

For  ordinary  gravitating  matter,  whose  constant  of  gravitation 
has  the  numerical  value  of  y  previously  given,  such  a  combination 
of  indefinitely  close  layera  of  repulsive  and  attractive  matter 
would  be  almost  absolutely  nugatory — unproductive  of  anything 
but  an  infinitesimal  force  effect  at  any  point — since,  A»  being  at 
all  points  infinitesimal,  the  product  m£^n  would  be  infinitely 
small ;  but  if  a  very  large  quantity  of  repulsive  *  matter '  could  be 
concentrated  on  a  small  surface,  the  product  md^n  might  not  be 
infinitesimal,  and  the  whole  action  of  such  a  shell  on  a  unit  mass 
might  amount  to  a  very  considerable  force. 

The  discussion  of  the  following  properties  of  such  a  shell  as 
we  now  imagine  will  not  only  serve  to  illustrate  the  subject 
of  the  present  Chapter  but  prove  a  useftd  study  for  the  student 
of  the  theory  of  Magnetism. 

{a)  The  potential  produced  hy  a  magnetic  shell  at  any  point  in 
space  is  proportional  to  the  conical  angle  subtended  at  the  point  by 
the  bounding  edge  of  the  shell. 

Let  A  be  the  point  at  which  the  value  of  the  potential  is  to  be 
found ;  let  Q  be  any  point  on  the  inner  surface,  and  P  the 
opposite  point  on  the  outer  surface,  of  the  shell ;  let  i^Q  =  r, 
AF  =  r  +  Ar.  Also  let  the  constant  of  gravitation  for  the  kind 
of  matter  now  supposed  be  h — i.e.,  the  number  of  dynes  in  the 
force  of  repulsion  between  two  positive  unit  masses  at  a  distance 
of  1  cm. — ;  suppose  a  unit  mass  placed  at  A ;  take  any  small 
element  of  area,  dS,  of  the  inner  layer  at  Q,  and  on  the  contour 
of  this  erect  a  cylinder  which  will  cut  off  an  equal  element  of 
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area,  dS^  on  the  outer  at  P.  The  quantities  of  matter  on  these 
elements  being,  respectively,  ^mdS  and  ffulS,  the  sum  of  their 
potentials  at  A  is 

^     ')mdS,  or  k'^dS.  (!) 


K- 

^r 


Now  if  yj/  ia  the  angle  made  by  AP  with  the  normal  to  the 
shell  at  P,  we  have  Ar  =  An.cos^,  so  that  this  element  of 

potential  becomes     ,    cos>/f  ,^         ,       , 

i<p—^d8,  or  it<^.dft),  (2) 

by  Art.  316,  where  d<a  is  the  conical  angle  subtended  at  A  by 
the  element  dS  of  the  surface  of  the  shell.  It  is  usual  to  assume 
the  constant  i  equal  to  unity — which  amounts  to  taking  the 
unit  mass  as  indicated  near  the  end  of  Art.  326.  On  this  under- 
standing, then,  if  ^  is  the  potential  of  the  shell  at  A,  we  have 

r=<^.«,  (3) 

where  a>  is  the  conical  angle  subtended  by  the  whole  shell  at  A, 
i.e.  the  conical  angle  subtended  by  its  bounding  edge. 

Hence  if  the  bounding  edge  disappears — in  other  words,  if  the 
shell  is  a  closed  surface — it  produces  a  zero  potential,  and  there- 
fore a  null  force  effect,  at  all  points  outside  it,  and  also  a  uniform 
potential,  iiKJ),  and  null  force  effect,  at  all  points  inside  it. 

Hence  also  all  magnetic  shells  of  the  same  strength  which 
have  the  same  bounding  edge  produce  the  same  effects  at  all 
points  in  space. 

(b)  The  potential  produced  hy  a  magnetic  shell  at  any  point  in 
space  is  proportional  to  the  normal  flux  of  force  through  the 
surface  of  the  shell  produced  by  a  unit  particle  at  the  point. 

This  follows  at  once  from  Art.  324. 

[c)  If  a  magnetic  shell  is  placed  in  any  field  of  force  which  has 
a  potential  satirfying  Laplace*s  equation^  the  whole  action  of  the 
field  on  the  shell  can  be  produced  by  a  distribution  of  force  along 
Us  bounding  edge  only,  according  to  a  simple  law. 

Let  I,  ¥,  Z  he  the  components  of  the  force-intensity  of  the 
field  (forces  exerted  on  the  magnetic  unit)  at  any  point.    Then  we 

assume 

^     dU     ^     dU     ^     dU 

ax  ay  dz 

where  TJ  is  the  potential  of  the  field  at  the  point.     Hence 

dX_dT^^ 

dy  '^  dx 
VOL.  n,  U 
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Calculate  now  the  whole  or-component  of  force  exerted  on 
the  shell.  On  the  quantity  —mdS  at  any  point,  Q,  on  the  inner 
layer,  the  force  is  —  mXdS,  If  /,  »»,  n  are  the  direction-cosines  of 
the  normal  at  Q,  v  the  thickness  of  the  shell  at  Q,  and  x,  y,  z  the 
co-ordinates  of  Q,  the  co-ordinates  of  P  are  x-\-lvy  y  +  mv,  z-i-nv; 
so  that  the  value  of  X  at  P  is 

^    ax         ay        dz^ 
Hence  the  resultant  A;-component  on  the  corresponding  elements 
at  P  and  Q  is  ^    ^  ^         d^^  ^^ 

and  the  whole  d;-force  on  the  shell  is 

.  C/^dX       dX       dX\  ,„  ,^v 

Now  since  V*[7=  0,  we  have 

dX     dT     dZ_ 

dx      dy      dz  "    ' 

fix  AIT 

Substituting  from  this  the  value  of  -3-,  and  also  putting  -^  for 

—  and  -T-  for  -7-  in  (4),  we  have  (4)  equal  to 

or  it>f{\Z^hJ)dS.  (6) 

But  by  Theorem  2,  Art.  316,  a,  the  first  term  in  this  integral 

is  equal  to  the  integral  <l>  IZ ^•ds  taken  along  the  bounding 

edge  of  the  shell,  while  the  second  term  is  equal  to  the  integral 

/dz 
Y  -r  ds  taken  along  this  edge.       Hence   the  whole  a:- 

component,  F^^^  of  force  on  the  shell  is  given  by  the  equation 

Similarly  ^,  =  ,^yj;x|-^g)^,}.  (6) 

dx     ^dy^ 


^- = *p^-^¥.)^-i 
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where  jP^,  F^^  are  the  components  of  force,  parallel  to  the  other 
axes,  exerted  by  the  field  on  the  shell. 

Now  if  R  is  the  resultant  force-intensity  of  the  field  at  any 
point,  P,  of  the  bounding  edge,  and  0  the  angle  between  R  and 
the  tangent  to  the  edge  at  P,  the  multipliers  of  d^  in  equations 
(6)  are  simply  the  a?,  y  and  z  components  of  a  force 

R  sin  e  (7) 

acting  along  the  line  which  is  at  once  perpendicular  to  R  and 
to  the  tangent  to  the  edge  at  P.  This  force,  R^,  may  be 
graphically  represented  thus:  at  any  point,  P,  on  the  edge  of 
the  shell  draw  a  line  representing  in  magnitude  aiid  direction 
the  resultant  force-intensity,  22,  of  the  field  of  force ;  draw  also 
at  P  a  unit  length  in  the  direction  of  the  tangent  to  the  edge 
at  P,  and  complete  the  parallelogram  determined  by  these  two 
lines ;  then  at  P  draw  a  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  this 
parallelogram  proportional  to  its  area;  this  perpendicular  will 
represent  the  magnitude  and  direction  of  the  force  ^  to  be 
applied  to  the  edge  at  P,  per  unit  length.  As  to  the  sense  in 
which  the  perpendicular  to  the  plane  is  to  be  drawn,  a  watch- 
hand  rule  similar  to  that  in  Art.  200  may  be  adopted ;  or  we 
may  express  the  result  by  a  quaternion  notation  thus:  let  a 
unit  vector,  r,  be  drawn  along  the  tangent  at  P  to  the  edge  in 
the  sense  in  which  a  man  walking  on  the  positive  side  of  the 
shell  along  the  edge  must  travel  so  as  to  keep  the  shell  at  his 
left  hand,  and  let  R  be  the  vector  representing  the  resultant 
force-intensity  at  P ;  then 

ir=  FtR.  (8) 

We  have  now  to  show  that  the  system  R^  will  produce  the 
same  moment  about  any  axis  as  the  force  system  (X,  Y,  Z), 

To  calculate  the  moment  of  the  latter  about  the  axis  of  x^  let 
Q  be  a  point  on  the  inner  layer  and  P  en  the  outer,  as  before. 
Then  the  moment  of  force  exerted  on  the  element,  —rndS, 
at  Q  is 

and  therefore  the  resultant  moment  given  by  the  masses  —mdS 
and  mdS  at  Q  and  P  is 

U  2 


292  THEOBY   OP  ATTRACTION.  [332. 

Bet  this  is  easily  seen  to  be  the  same  as 

with  the  notation  of  Theorem  2,  Art.  316,  a;  and  by  this 
Theorem  the  result  is  the  line-integral 

taken  along  the  edge  of  the  shell.  Hence  if  Z  denotes  this 
moment,  ^  »  j  j         j    ^ 

Now  the  coefficient  of  d^  is  exactly  the  moment  of  the  force 
R^  about  the  axis ;  therefore  the  system  of  edge-forces,  iZ',  is 
completely  equivalent  to  the  given  forces  acting  on  all  the 
elements  of  the  shell. 

(d)  To  express  the  Static  Energy  of  two  magnetic  shells 
occupying  given  positions. 

Let  their  strengths  be  <f)  and  <f)\ 

Take  any  point,  Q',  on  the  inner  (supposed  neg^ative)  surface 
of  the  second  shelL  The  potential  at  this  point  due  to  the  first 
is  4>(a  by  (3) ;  and  if  P'  is  the  point  on  the  outer  (positive)  surfJEU^ 
at  the  extremity  of  the  normal  at  Q\  the  potential  at  P'  is 

where  r'  is  the  thickness  of  the  shell,  T,  m",  n'  are  the  direction- 
cosines  of  the  normal,  and  (a?',  jf  sf)  the  co-ordinates  of  Q'. 
Hence  the  potential  work  of  the  force  of  the  first  shell  on  the 
masses  ^rndS  and  mdS^  at  Q'  and  P'  is 

Now  by  Art.  31 6,  i,  this  is  the  same  as 

^^A^dH     dG.  ^    ,fdF     dITs      ,  rdG     dFyl,^ 

^^Vdy'd7)''''(d7'd^^)^''  W-^')K' 

and  the  integral  of  this  over  the  surface  of  the  shell  is  by  Theorem 
3,  p.  245,  the  line-integral 


**'/(>^-«^+^i>. 
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/ 


taken  along*  the  edge  of  the  shell.     Sabstituting  for  F  its  value, 

—  >  and  similar  values  of  G,  H,  the  potential  work  of  the  forces 

of  the  first  shell  acting  on  the  second  is 

1  fdxdx'     ^yd/     dzdz\  ,    ,  / 
W'^Tsd7'^did^^'^'^' 

this  double  integral  being  taken  over  the  edges  of  the  two 
shells,  (a?,  y,  z)  being  the  co-ordinates  of  any  point,  P,  on  the 
edge  of  the  first,  {x\  y,  /)  those  of  any  point,  P',  on  the  edge  of 
the  second,  r  being  the  distance  P-P,  and  ds^  d%'  elements  of 
length  of  the  edges  at  P  and  i^.  If  €  is  the  angle  between 
the  directions  of  d^  and  d%\  and  W  stands  for  the  Static  Energy, 

jr=ij>il>'ff^dsd/,  (10) 

which  is  known  as  NeumanvL%  Formula. 

The  Static  Energy  here  expressed  is  merely  the  work  which 
must  be  done  against  their  mutual  forces  in  withdrawing  either 
shell,  considered  as  a  rigid  body,  to  an  infinite  distance  from  the 
other.  The  result  depends,  then,  merely  on  the  shapes  and 
positions  of  the  edge%  and  not  at  all  on  those  of  the  surfaces  of 
the  shells. 

{e)  Static  Energy  of  a  Magnetic  Shell  and  any  Field  of  Force. 
Supposing  the  field  of  force  to  have  at  each  point  a  potential,  the 
static  energy,  in  any  position  of  the  shell,  is  equal  to  the  normal 
flux  of  force  of  the  field  through  the  shell,  multiplied  by  the 
strength  of  the  shell. 

For,  taking,  as  before,  any  points  Q  and  P,  at  the  extremities 
of  the  small  normal  thickness,  on  the  negative  and  positive  faces 
of  the  shell,  if  F  is  the  potential  of  the  field  at  Q,  the  potential 
work  of  the  forces  on  the  element  —mdS  at  Q  is  —mVdS^  while 
for  the  element  mdS  at  P  it  is 

^  dx        dy        dz^ 

where  v  is  the  thickness  of  the  shell  at  P.  Hence  if  ^  is  the 
whole  potential  work 

which,  since  -?-  >  -7->  -i-  are  the  components  of  the  force-inten- 

dx     dy     dz  ^ 


nii 
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flity  of  the  field  at  P  (or  Q),  is  tlie  normal  flux  of  foree^intensity 
of  the  field  through  the  shell.  When  V^F=o,  this  can  be 
expressed  as  a  line-integral  of  the  vector  (w,  r,  w)  along  the  edge 
of  the  shell  by  determining  u,  v,  w  tLS  at  the  end  of  Art.  316,  a. 


Examples. 

[Throughout  these  examples  it  may  be  assumed  that  length  and  mass  are 
measured  in  centimetres  and  grammes,  so  that  the  constant  of  gravitation, 

Idyne  ^  rr-    •  t 

7>  "■  1543  X  10* '  ^M  in  ergs  per  gramme.] 

1 .  If  the  field  of  attraction  is  produced  by  two  particles  of  masses 
Wj  and  TWj  at  two  points  N  and  S  (Fig.  36,  p.  46,  vol.  I.),  and  if 
9*1  and  r^  are  the  distances  of  any  point  P  from  them, 

T  T 

y  being  the  gravitation  constant  (Art.  321). 

Now  m^  and  m,  being  both  essentially  positive,  very  large  values 
of  V  will  correspond  to  points  P  very  near  either  N  or  S^  while 
small  values  vnll  correi^ond  to  points  very  distant  from  both,  and 
zero  values  to  points  at  infinity.  The  equipotential  surfaces  are 
evidently  all  surfaces  of  revolution  round  the  line  NS,  If  F"  is  a 
very  large  constant,  the  equipotential  surface  will  consist  approxi- 

mately  of  a  sphere  with  centre  N  and  radius  =  — ^  together  with 

a  sphere  with  centre  S  and  radius  — ^»     As  the  values  of  F" decrease, 

the  equipotential  surfaces  are  each  formed  by  two  oval  shaped  sur- 
faces surrounding  the  points  N  and  S\  for  a  certain  value  of  V  these 
ovals  join  each  other  at  a  point  between  N  and  S^  forming  a  surface 
generated  by  a  kind  of  lemniscate  revolving  round  NS ;  and  for  less 
values  of  V  each  surface  becomes  continuous,  and  is  nearly  a  sphere 
for  very  distant  points. 

For  Newtonian  gravitation,  however,  if  the  masses  m^  and  m,  have 
moderate  values — say  a  few  grammes  each — large  values  of  V  exist 
only  at  points  infinitesimal ly  distant  from  N  or  S,  Thus  if  m,  =  1 
gramme  and  m,  =  2  grammes,  and  if  F  is  only  1  erg,  the  radius  of 

the  sphere  roun'd  N  \&  y  centimetres,  i.e.  — ——cms.,  which  is 

practically  zero.  1543x10 

Unless  the  masses  condensed  at  N  and  S  are  comparable  with 
1543x10*  grammes,  no  sensible  values  of  V  (i.e.  of  the  work  of 
bringing  1  gramme  mass  from  infinity  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
NS)  will  exist,  except  at  infinitesimal  distances  from  the  points 
N  and  S. 

This  inconvenience  does  not  exist  in  Electrostatics  and  Magnetism, 
because  in  these  domains  the  analogues  of  the  unit  (gitimme)  mass 
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in  Newtonian  gravitation  act  upon  each  other  at  small  distances 
with  forces  incomparably  greater  than  that  exerted  bj  two  condensed 
grammes  at  a  distance  of  1  cm. 

If  we  suppose  m^  to  exercise  a  repulsive  force  at  P,  while  m^ 
exerts  an  attractive  force,  we  shall  have 

and  the  surface  of  zero  potential,  instead  of  being  wholly  at  infinity, 
is  a  sphere,  with  regard  to  which  N  and  S  are  inverse  points 
(p.  259). 

The  field  produced  by  both  particles  together  may  be  studied  by 
superposing  the  fields  produced  by  them  separately.  Thus  the 
equipotential  surfaces  due  to  each  are  spheres.  Describe  round  N 
the  spheres  for  which  the  potential  due  to  m^  are  C,  C-^k,  (7  +  2^... 
where  k  is  any  small  potential  magnitude ;  and  round  S  the  spheres 
for  which  F"  is  C",  (/^k,  C— 2ife,... ;  then  the  curves  of  intersection 
of  these  trace  out  the  surface  on  which  the  potential  is  C-^C\ 

2.  To  calculate  V  at  any  point  for  a  thin  uniform  bar  (see  Fig.  276, 
p.  252). 

With  the  same  notation  as  before, 

This  may  be  put  into  another  form.     K  FA  =  r,  PB  z=z  r^,  AB  =z  2cy 

or     V  =  ykp  log >  Iff) 

a—c 

where  a  =:  semi-axis  major  of  the  ellipse  described  through  F  with 
A  and  B  for  foci. 

The  equipotential  surfaces  are  surfaces  for  which  a  is  constant ; 
they  are  therefore  ellipsoids  of  revolution  having  the  extremities 
A  and  B  for  foci. 

If  we  assign  to  F  a  series  of  values,  the  corresponding  values  of 

a  may  be  graphically  represented.     Equation  (^)  gives 

r         r 


e 


^«v*p  ^s  *^*'* 


Draw  a  line  Ox  and  represent  a  series  of  values  of  V  by  successive 
lengths  measured  along  it  from  0,  Construct  a  catenary  whose 
equation  is  y  ^ 

0  being  the  origin  and  Ox  the  horizontal  axis  of  this  catenary. 
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Along  the  other  axis  draw  a  line  parallel  to  Osr  at  a  distance 
c(=  I  length  of  har)  ;  then  the  lengths  intercepted  on  the  snccessive 
tangents  to  the  catenary  hetween  these  two  parallel  lines  are  the 
semi-axes  of  the  corresponding  ellipses  which  generate  the  equi- 
potential  surfaces  hj  revolving  round  AB. 

From  the  value  of  V  given  in  (^)  we  can  deduce  the  value  of 
the  force-intensity  at  F,  For,  the  resultant  acts  in  the  hisector 
of  the  angle  APB,  and  if  c2«  is  an  element  of  length  of  this  line 

at  ^.^^-^y^p-T—^'    Nowif/2(/>^  =  2<^,  ilP  =  r,wehave 

--=  cos^.     Also  r+r^  =  2a,  and  since  at  a  point  near  P  on  the 
as 

hisector  of  APB  (tangent  to  a  hyperhola  confocal  with  the  ellipse) 
r— /  is  constant,  we  have  dr  =  d//^  therefore  -=-  =  cos  A,  and 

dV      2ykpe        , 

Again,  cos ^  =  a   /  ^  ~^  >  hy  elementary  trigonometry,  and  if 

f>  is  the  perpendicular  from  P  on  AB,  we  have  2cp  =  tr'sin  2^; 
therefore  dV  _2ykpBm4, 

da  p 

which  is  the  value  already  found  (Art.  317). 

A  particular  case  must  now  be  noted.     If  the  bar  is  infinitely  long, 

/rfm 
—  is  really  infinite 

in  any  given  position  of  P.  On  the  other  hand,  we  can  see  that  the 
work  which  would  be  done  by  the  attraction  of  the  bar  in  bringing 
the  condensed  unit  mass  from  infinity  up  to  the  finite  position  P 
is  not  00.  For  if  we  imagine  the  bar  to  be  a  circle  of  immense 
diameter  OC/,  the  point  0  being  near  us  and  (/  remote,  and  also 
that  the  unit  mass  is  brought  from  (/  up  to  P,  it  is  quite  clear 
that  while  P  is  moving  from  (/  up  to  the  centre  of  the  circle,  the 
attraction  of  the  circle  is  doing  negative  work,  the  resultant  force 
being  all  through  this  motion  directed  towards  (/  ;  and  that  when  P 
leaves  the  centre  and  moves  towards  O,  the  attraction,  does  positive 
work ;  bo  that  the  total  amount  done  in  the  motion  from  0  to  the 
final  position  P  is  numerically  equal  to  that  which  would  be  done 
in  bringing  the  unit  simply  from  0  to  P — which  obviously  is  far 
from  being  00. 

But  observe  that,  with  some  of  the  attracting  mass  contemplated 

as  existing  at  infinity,  we  are  no  longer  to  regard  the  integral  /  — y 

in  a  given  finite  position  P,  extended  over  the  body,  as  the  work 
done  by  the  attraction  in  bringing  the  unit  mass  from  infinity  to  P. 
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That,  in  the  case  of  an  infinifcelj  long  bar,  the  amount  of  work 
done  by  the  attraction  in  bringing  the  unit  from  a  perpendicnlar 
distance  9  to  a  perpendicular  distance  p  is  simply 

2y1cp\og.^y  (y) 

may  be  seen  by  taking  the  resultant  force,  R^  at  any  distance,  x,  viz. 
>  and  taking  -^fRdx. 

We  must  bear  in  mind  that  (y)  will  not  hold  for  positions  of  F 
very  close  to  the  surface  of  the  bar,  i.e.  for  very  small  values  of  |> ; 
because  for  such  points  the  linear  dimensions  of  the  transverse  section 
become  comparable  with  the  distances  of  F  from  the  various  points 
in  the  section — as  has  been  already  pointed  out  in  Art.  317. 

3.  Without  any  consideration  of  force  or  of  work  done,  show  that 
the  difference,  n^^  nj^ 

of  the  summations  over  an  infinite  bar  with  reference  to  any  two 
finite  positions  F  and  Q  is  fiuite  and,  when  multiplied  by  the  gravi- 
tation constant,  equal  to  the  expression  (y). 

Instead  of  finding  each  integral  separately,  perform  the  summation 
in  a  different  order.  Thus,  M  being  any  point  on  the  bar,  and 
OM  ■=•  8  (Fig.  276),  take  at  once  the  difference  of  effects  at  F  and  Q 
produced  by  the  particle  at  M.     This  gives 

ylcp{—j== ; )d8. 

Integrating  this  from  <  =  — Zto<  =  +/,  we  get 

which  al^sumes  an  indeterminate  form  when  Z  =  00 ;    but  a  simple 

binomial  development  of  (1  +  —-)  shows  at  once  the  true  value 
to  be  (y).  ^ 

4.  To  find  the  potential  at  any  point  on  the  axis  of  a  thin  uniform 
circular  plate. 

With  the  notation  of  Art.  318,  the  potential  at  F  due  to  the  ring 

of  radius  r  is   y . -— ,  or  y  — ^  .       dd) :  therefore  the  po- 

Z6ec(l>  cos*^         ^  ^ 

tential  produced  by  the  whole  plate  is 

2  ir  y/)T  «  (sec  a— 1), 

or  27ry/)T(v'«*  +  a'— «), 

where  a  =  radius  of  plate. 

5.  To  find  V  for  a  uniform  spherical  shell. 

Firstly,  at  an  internal  point,  P'  (Fig.  277,  p.  257).     Breaking  up 
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the  shell  into  elements  QR,  Q^Ef  which  are  thin  conical  frustums, 
as  in  p.  259,  M  dan  is  the  conical  angle  subtended  by  either  at  /^, 

the  volume  of  the  fi-ustum  is  pr .  P^Q^  secP'PO.cfo),  or  — j^ d(a. 

The  potential  due  to  this  at  P'  is  2yapT-^d(o.     Similarly  the 


potential  due  to  the  frustum  Q'i?' is  2yapT-^r^d<ai  and  the  sum 
of  these  =  2yapT(fci).     Hence  ^^ 

V=4iTrypr  ,a;  (1) 

which  shows  that  V  is  constant  wherever  P^  may  be  inside — ^a  result 
for  which  we  are  already  prepared,  since  everywhere  inside  the 
resultant  attraction  =  0,  and  this  requires  that  V  is  constant. 

Secondly,  for  an  external  point,  P,  This  may  be  deduced  from 
the  value  of  V  at  the  inverse  point,  P'.    For,  the  element  con- 

rfm 

tributed  by  the  frustum  QR  is  y  p^  >  where  dm  =  mass  of  frustum. 

D  ,         ya    dtn 

But  PQ^.—'P'Q,  therefore  the  element  of  potential  = -^ •  p?^ j 

which  bears  the  constant  ratio, -=r>  to  the  potential  of  the  element 

at  P'.  Hence  the  potential  of  the  whole  shell  at  P  is  -^  timea  the 
potential  at  P',  or  .  • 

which  is  the  same  as  if  the  shell  were  condensed  into  a  particle  at 
its  centre.  ^w- 

The  resultant  attraction-intensity  at  P  =  —  — -  (measured  towards 
0),  which  gives  the  same  result  as  before*  ^^ 

These  results  can  also  be  easily  deduced  analytically  by  breaking 
up  the  shell  into  zones,  as  has  been  done  (p.  258)  in  calculating  the 
force-intensity  at  P  and  P^.     Thus,  the  mass  of  a  zone  being,  as 

in  p.  258,  2'iTpT-  rdr  where  r  =  P'Q  or  PQ,  the  potential  produced 

c 

by  the  zone  is  2 irypT-dr;  and  for  the  internal  point  the  limits  of 

c 

r  are  a±c,  while  for  the  external  point  they  are  c±a. 

The  value  of  V  can  also  be  deduced  from  the  differential  equation 
(y),  Art.  329.  For  V  depends  solely  on  the  distance,  r,  of  the  in- 
ternal point  from  the  centre,  and  not  on  0  or  (f).     Hence  (y)  reduces 

dV 
therefore  r^  —  =z  C  =  constant.    But  at  the  centre  the  force-intensity, 

-r->    vanishes,    .'.    (7=0,    .*.    -—  =  0  everywhere  inside, 
dr  dr 

_                 .           _                             mass  of  shell 
.*.     V  at  any  point  =  F  at  centre  =  y .  • 
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It  follows  that  for  a  homogeneous  spherical  shell  contained  between 
a  sphere  of  radius  a'  and  a  sphere  of  radius  a,  the  potential  at  anj 

point  inside  the  inner  sphere  {pT)  is  ivy  pi    rdr;  Le. 

r=2vyp(a«-a'«), 
while  at  an  external  point  at  a  distance  D  from  the  centre 


y=^i'^YP 


a^—af^ 


D 

At  a  point  inside  the  matter  of  the  shell,  at  a  distance  c  from  the 
centre  a*— a^ 

6.  To  find  V  at  any  point  for  a  solid  homogeneous  sphere.  If  the 
point  is  outside  the  sphere  (radius  a), 

If  it  is  inside,  at  a  distance  e  from  the  centre,  add  the  potential 
due  to  the  shell  contained  between  the  surface  of  the  given  sphere 
and  that  of  the  sphere  of  radius  Oi^,  to  the  potential  due  to  the 
solid  sphere  of  radius  OP^,     Thus 

=  2Try/)a'— lirypc". 

V  can  also  be  obtained  from  the  differential  equation  (y).  Art.  329. 
Thus,  at  anj  internal  point  this  equation  gives,  eince  F  is  a  function 
of  r  only,  i   d  ,^dV^ 

.-.    r»  — =  -|,rypr»+(7. 

dV 
Now -7-=  0  at  the  centre,    .*.    C  =  0,  and  F  =  —  |  iry/)  r*  +  (T. 
wt 

But  at  the  centre  V  is  easily  seen  to  be  2irypa\   .*.  this  =  C, 

7.  To  find  V  for  an  infinite  homogeneous  circular  cylinder.  If  F 
is  outside,  A'  r=  0.  Use  cylindrical  co-ordinates.  Then  V  is  simply 
a  function  of  C  (p*  282),  so  that 

d^V    IdV     ^  >,. 

Therefore  by  integration  ^y       q 

To  determine  C,  suppose  P  to  be  very  distant  from  the  cylinder, 

dV 
BO  that  the  latter  may  be  treated  as  a  thin  bar.     Then  — ^  is  the 

force-intensity  at  F,  which  ^ 

=  --Y^;    .-.   C=-2yA;/)  =  -2  7rypa«, 


300  THEORY  OP  ATTEACTION.  [33  a. 


if  a  =  radius  of  cylinder.     Hence 


(2) 


which  shows  that  the  intensity  of  attraction  at  any  point  outside  the 
cylinder  varies  inversely  as  the  distance  from  the  axis.     Integrating, 

F=-2irypa«logeC+C; 

and  to  determine  C,  let  the  point  F  be  supposed  so  far  irom  the 
cylinder  that  the  latter  may  be  taken  as  a  mere  bar,  or  wire.  Now 
in  this  case  V  is  given  in  example  (2),  and  since  A  and  B  are  both 
zero,  F'=  00,  therefore  C=  00. 

When  none  of  the  attracting  matter  is  at  infinity,  F  is,  as  has 
been  explained,  the  work  done  in  bringing  a  condensed  unit  mass 
from  infinity  to  the  position  P,  but  it  ceases  to  have  this  meaning 
when  attracting  matter  is  contemplated  as  existing  at  infinity.    The 

summation  /  —  for  an  infinitely  long  bar  is,  in  every  position  of  P, 

really  infinite.  But  if  we  are  concerned  only  with  the  amount  of 
work  done  in  bringing  the  unit  mass  from  one  finite  position,  Q, 
to  another,  P,  we  can  easily  show  that  the  difference 

(/t),-(/t), 

is  finite,  notwithstanding  that  each  integral  itself  is  of  infinite  mag- 
nitude (see  example  3). 

Moreover,  the  supposition  itself  on  which  the  equation  for  V  is 
(1)  fiills  to  the  ground;  for  it  is  only  for  points  ^m^y  distant 
from  the  cylinder  that  V  depends  simply  on  f. 

Hence  instead  of  choosing  infinity  as  the  zero  position  of  F  we 
must  choose  some  other.  We  may  choose  a  position  on  the  surface 
of  the  cylinder,  and  define  the  potential  at  F  as  the  work  done  by 
the  attraction  in  conveying  a  gramme  mass  from  F  to  the  surface  of 
the  cylinder.     With  this  definition,  we  have 

=  2  7ry/)a*log«-, 

dV  ..." 

and  now  -z-r  will  be  the  force-intensity  in  the  negative  sense  of  f. 

If  F  is  inside  the  substance  of  the  cylinder,  (1)  must,  by  Art.  329, 
be  replaced  by  j   ^       ^y 

...    fg  =  -27ryK'  +  C, 

and  since  -r-==  0  on  the  axis,  C  =  0,    .*.    tt  =  — 2iry/)C 

.-.   r=-irypC  +  C"=iryp(a«-C'). 


SS^'] 
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8.  To  find  the  potential  and  attraction-intensity  at  any  point  pro- 
duced by  a  spherical  shell  whose  thickness  (or  density)  varies  inversely 
as  the  cabe  of  the  distance  from  a  given  point. 

Let  the  thickness  of  the  sliell  at  any  point  Q  (Fig.  281)  vary  in- 
versely as  the  cube  of  the  distance  of  Q  from  the  given  external 
point  0,  and  let  the  potential  at  any  internal  point,  P,  be  required. 

Produce  OP  to  ^ so  that  OF.OS=OQ.OB  =  square  of  tangent 
from  0.  Imagine  the  spherical  surface  broken  up  into  elements  by 
cones  described  about  S,  each  with 
very  small  conical  angle,  d<a.  One 
of  these  cones  is  represented  by 
the  line  HSU,  which  must  be 
understood  to  stand  for  a  slender 
double  cone  of  rays  with  vertex 
S.  Joining  0  to  all  points  on  tlie 
contours  of  the  small  areas  at  B 
and  U  by  lines  represented  by 
OR  and  OU,  we  obtain  small 
elements   of  area  at  Q  and  T; 


Fig.  a8i. 


joining  the  contours  of  these  to  S,  we  obtain  two  small  frustums  of 
cones  at  Q  and  T, 

It  is  the  sum  of  the  potentials  at  P  produced  by  these  frustums 
that  we  shall  take;  and  it  is  clear  that  the  assemblage  of  such- 
frustums  as  those  at  Q  and  T  will  exhaust  the  whole  shell. 

Let  a  be  the  radius  of  the  sphere.     Then  (Art.  316)  the  cone  of 

2a 
rays  through  S  cuts  off  an  BTesi.^j.'SR^,da>  at  R.    Also,  since  the 

elements  of  area  at  R  and  Q  are  equally  inclined  to  the  line  OQR, 
they  are  to  each  other  in  the  ratio  OR^ :  OQ* ;  therefore  the  element 
ofa«aatCiH  0^  2a    .„  , 

But  -H7;=-ii7^(fro™  the  similar  triangles  ROS  and  POQ);  therefore 
RO     rO  pQ%  2a 

this  element  of  area  =0©*. -^7^ -^TyCia).     Let  the  thickness  at  Q  be 
jf  riJr  WJ 

rr^9  where  i&  is  a  constant^  Then  the  potential  of  this  element  at 
F  is  2yaJfep-5 —  '  ^^A  and  similarly  the  potential  at  P  due  to 
the  element  at  T  is  2yakp  ' — ^tt^;   and  the  sum  of  these 

_  2yakpdai   PQ.OT-^PT.OQ^  2yakpd(o      QT 
"  RU .  P(y  '         OQ.OT        "  RU.PO'OQ.OT 

(by  Ptolemy's  theorem  for  the  quadrilateral  OQPT,  which  is  inscribable 
in  a  circle).    But  the  triangles  OQT  and  OUR  are  similar, 

QT_  RU , 
OQ^  UO' 


•  • 
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hence  the  above  sura  =  ^ ^  ^p^i  where  i^  =  OT ,  OU  =  square 
of  tangent.  ^ -^^ 

Now  the  whole  shell  is  exhausted  by  summing  efo)  from  0  to  2-^-, 
and  as  the  multiplier  of  (fa)  is  constant,  we  have 

AiTyaJcp     1 

where  D  is  the  distance  of  0  from  the  centre.  Hence  the  remarkable 
result  that  the  potential  at  any  internal  point  varies  inversely  as  its 
distance  from  0. 

For  a  reason  to  be  given  hereafter,  we  shall  call  0  the  inducing  point. 

The  mass  of  the  shell  is  easily  found.     For  (p.  258)  the  area  of  the 
belt  generated  by  the  revolution  of  the  element  of  length  at  Q  about 

a 
the  line  joining  0  to  the  centre  is  2Tr-^nfr,  where  r  =  QO,     Hence 

,                ^  ^,  .         2TTakpdr        .  .^  .r^  ^  ,   „ 

the  mass  of  this  =  — =r i,-,  and  if  Jf  =  mass  of  shell 

since  the  limits  of  r  are  D  +  ci, 

Hence  from  (1)  and  (2)  ^  if 

^=y%P'  (3) 

which  shows  that  the  potential  at  any  internal  2>oint  is  the  same  as 

if  a  mass  greater  than  that  of  the  eheU  in  the  ratio  —  were  concentrate^ 
at  the  inducing  point.  ^ 

Of  course  it  follows  that  the  attraction  of  the  shell  on  a  particle  at 
F  acts  in  the  line  PO,  and  is  equal  to 

a 

y-oP' 

per  unit  mass  at  P, 

The  inducing  point  being  still  external,  let  the  attracted  particle 
be  also  external  to  the  shell — at  -P,  suppose. 

Take  the  inverse  point  P,  which  will  be  internal.     Then  .since 

-Trrzr  IB  coustaut,  =  —  >  whore  R  is  the  distance  of  P'  from  the  centre, 
QP  a 

it  follows  that  F  at  P'=  Fat  P  multiplied  by  ^, 

But  instead  of  OP  we  can  put  -^  O'P,  where  (/  is  the  inverse  of  0, 
on  account  of  similar  triangles.     Hence  at  any  external  point 

r=y^.   •  (4) 
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so  that  for  an  eoetemal  foirU  the  mass  of  the  shell  may  he  concentrated 

at  the  internal  point  which  is  the  inverse  of  the  inducing  point,   and 

the  attraction  is  directed  towards  this  inverse  point, 

Fioally,  consider  the  case  in  which  the  indacing  point  is  inside. 

This  is  at  once  redacible  to  the  case  in  which  the  inducing  point 

is  outside,  by  taking  the  inverse  point.     Let  0  be  the  inducing  point, 

and  (/  its  inverse.     Let  the  attracted  particle,  P,  be  inside,  and  let 

k 
the  thickness  at  any  point,  Q,  of  the  shell  be  -p-^ ;  thus  it  will  also 

kD^      1  .  ^^ 

he  —5-  •  TiTTri ,  where  D  is  the  distance  of  0'  from  the  centre ;  so  that 
a^    (/^ 

the  values  of  V  and  M  are  given  by  (1)  and  (2)  in  which  we  replace 

kjy^ 

k  by  — J- ;  and  we  have  the  result  (3),  viz. 

r=  y  Jt^  '  (^) 

which  shows  that  the  attraction  is  directed  to  (/, 

Let  P  be  external,  while  0  is  internal.  Take  the  inverses  of  both, 
so  that  P^  is  internal  and  (/  external. 

If  V  is  the  potential  at  P',  we  have  by  (3), 

But  if  F  is  the  potential  at  P,  we  have  -^=  — ,  where  R  is  the 

V       a 

distance  of  P  from  the  centre ;  also,  as  we  are  finally  concerned  with 

P  and  not  with  P',  we  shall  substitute  OP  for  (/P^  by  the  equation 

aP"      OP       „ 

— rr~=  ""»"•     Hence  ir 

^  ^  r=y^.  (6) 

Four  different  cases  may  therefore  arise,  viz.  inducing  and  attracted 
point  both  on  same  side  of  surface,  or  on  opposite  sides ;  and  sum- 
marising the  results,  we  may  say  that  the  effect  on  the  attracted 
particle  is  always  the  same  as  if  a  certain  mass  were  condensed  at 
a  point  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  surface ;  this  mass  is  always  equal 
to  that  of  the  shell  when  the  attracted  particle  is  outside,  and  always 
greater  than  that  of  the  shell  when  the  particle  is  inside.  The  point 
at  which  the  shell  may  be  condensed  is  always  either  the  given 
inducing  point  or  its  inverse. 

The  solution  of  this  question  by  the  ordinary  application  of  the 
Integral  Calculus  would  be  very  much  more  difficult  than  the  simple 
and  elegant  solution  here  given,  which  is  due  to  Sir  William  Thomson. 
(See  his  Pajyers  on  Electrostatics  and  MagneHsm,  pp.  60,  &c. ;  or 
Thomson  and  Tait's  Nat,  PhU.^  vol.  1,  part  II.) 
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Newton  also  made  use  of  the  relation  between  inverse  points 
in  discussing  the  attraction  of  a  sphere  (see  Book  I  of  the  Frineijna, 
Prop.  82). 

9.  To  find  the  attraction  of  a  thin  circular  plate  of  uniform  thick- 
ness and  density  on  a  particle  in  its  plane,  tlie  law  of  attraction  being 
that  of  the  inverse  cube  of  the  distance. 

Let  F  (Fig.  282)  be  the  position  of  the  attracted  particle,  whose 

mass  may  be  supposed  to  be  one  unit 
From  P  draw  two  very  close  radii 
vectores  intercepting  a  narrow  strip 
of  the  plate  between  them. 

Let  0  be  the  centre  of  the  plate, 
let  6  be  the  angle  OF  A  made  by  one 
of  the  radii  vectores,  and  let  $'\'d6 
be  the  angle  made  by  the  other,  with 
Fig.  283.  OF,    Let  Q  be  a  point  on  FA,  and 

FQ  =  r.  Then  the  mass  of  the  ele- 
ment at  Q  included  between  circles  of  radii  r  and  r+dr  described 
with  F  as  centre  is  kprdrd$, 

k  and  p  being  the  thickness  and  density  of  the  plate. 

The  attraction  of  this  element  on  F  resolved  along  FO  is 

kpdrdd       - 
y— ^j— cos^; 

hence  the  resultant  attraction  is 

,    rrdrdS       . 
JJ  ";S~^®^' 
the  integrations  in  r  being  performed  from  r  =  FA  to  r  =  FB,  and 

those  in  0  from  0  =  —  sin~*-  to  0  =  sin"*-,  where  a  is  the  radius  of 

c  c 

the  plate  and  c  =  OF,  the  extreme  values  of  0  corresponding  to  the 

two  tangents  that  can  be  drawn  from  F  to  the  circle. 

Now  denoting  FA  by  r^  and  FB  by  r,,  and  integrating  first  with 

respect  to  r,  the  attraction  is 


"'/(7.-7) 


COS  OdO. 


The  values  of  r^  and  r,  are  given  by  the  equation 

r*— 2  crcos^+c*— a*  =  0, 

1      1      2Va^-cHiix*e 

Hence  the  attraction  ia 

2*py     /"•   ./IT- Sj.  ^  itkpya* 


where  t  is  put  for  e  amO. 
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In  this  case  we  might,  have  found  the  attraction  from  the  potential. 
The  latter  is  easily  found  by  dividing  the  plate  into  rings  with  0  as 
centre.     If  r  is  the  radius  of  one  of  these  rings,  we  have 

rdOdr 

2crcoB$  +  <^ 

Integrating  first  from  6  =zO  U>  0=iir,  and  doubling  the  result,  we  have 

in  which  r  runs  from  0  to  a.     Hence 

But  V  may  also  be  easily  found  from  the  attraction,  thus : 

Now,  since  ^=^  /  —j-,  it  is  clear  that  at  infinity  F=  0,or  F  =  0 
when  e  =  00.    This  gives  the  const.  =  0, 

••     ^~      2     ^''^c»-a« 

10.  If  F„  and  Vn-%  denote  the  potentials  of  an  attracting  mass  when 
the  law  of  attraction  is  the  n^  and  (n--2)*h  power  of  Uie  distance, 
respectively,  prove  that  y«  y 

^— a=(w-l)(w  +  2)' 
^2       (f*       d^ 
where  V*  =  3-5  +  tt  +  t:5>  ^^^  co-ordinates  of  the  attracted  particle 
oar     ay*      dsr 

being  x,  y,z. 

We  have  F,  =  --^/r^+^dm, 

where  X  is  a  constant.     Therefore 


and  ^  =  -X/{r«-^  +  (n- 1)  («- j»0*^*"'}  *»• 


ci!a; 
(f«F._ 

d'F        d*F 
Adding  to  this  the  similar  values  of-^  and  -r-j-,  we  have 

V«F,  =  (n-.l)(n+2)F,.,. 

This  equation  enables  us,  generally,  to  find  the  potential  for  the 
(n— 2)*1>  power  of  the  distance  when  that  for  the  rfi^  is  known  ;  but 
it  fails  in  two  most  important  cases,  namely,  when  n  =  1  and  when 
n  =— 2. 

VOL.  IL  X 
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If  the  attracting  mass  is  a  plate,  r*  =  (»— aO'+(y'~y')*>  ^^^  ^® 
result  is  easily  proved  to  be 

V'r,  =  (n»-1)F,_,. 

In  the  last  example  we  find  the  Potential  of  a  circular  plate  for  the 
inverse  third  power ;  hence  we  have  at  once  the  Potentials,  and  there- 
fore the  attractions  for  the  inverse  fifth,  seventh,  &c.,  powers  of  the 
distance. 

11.  Calculate  the  attraction  uf  a  uniform  spherical  shell  of  small 
thickness  on  an  external  particle  when  the  attraction  varies  as  the  n^ 
power  of  the  distance. 

Using  the  expression  (A),  Art.  320,  for  the  element  of  surface,  and 
assuming  the  law  of  attraction  to  be  Xr",  we  have 


F  = 


n+1 

2TrXpTa 


[(D  +  a)*+»-(2>-a)*+»], 


(n  +  l)(w  +  3)Z> 

where  D  is  the  distance  of  the  point  from  the  centre. 

If  we  wish  to  find  the  attraction  of  a  full  sphere  of  radius  r,  we 

observe  that  r  is  da,  and  we  integrate  this  expression  from  a  =  0  to 

a=r. 

dV 
In  each  case  the  attraction  towards  the  centre  is  —  tt;  ' 

dV 

12.  From  the  theorem  of  Gauss  (p.  287)  deduce  the  following 
result — the  mean  Potential  over  a  spherical  surface  due  to  matter 
entirely  outside  tJie  sphere  is  equal  to  the  Potential  of  this  matter  at  the 
centre  of  the  sphere,  (Gauss,  Papers  on  Forces  varying  inversely  as 
the  square  of  the  distance,  Taylor's  Scientific  Memoirs^  vol  iii.  part  x.) 

For,  let  mass  of  uniform  density  p  and  small  uniform  thickness,  r, 
be  supposed  to  be  distributed  on  the  sphere  ;  let  dS  be  an  element  of 
its  surface  at  any  point  P,  V  the  Potential  at  P  due  to  the  external 
attracting  mass,  and  a  the  radius  of  the  sphere.  Then,  since  the 
Potential  of  a  shell  at  an  external  point  whose  distance  from  the  centre 

—  > 

r 

it  follows  that  if  dtn  is  an  element  of  the  attracting  matter, 

pT  I  VdS  =  4iTrypTa^  j  —  =  AirpTa^VQf 
if  Vq  is  the  Potential  at  the  centre  of  the  sphere.     Hence 


which  proves  the  proposition,  since  y*F<i*S^ divided  by  the  whole  surface 
of  the  sphere  is  the  mean  value  of  the  Potential  over  its  surface. 
More  elementary  proof     Let  therQ  be  a  particle  of  mass  m  outside 
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a  spherical  surfi&ce  of  radius  a  at  a  distance  D  from  its  centre.     The 

mean  value  of  the  Potential  over  the  sphere  is  -^- — ^  /  — ,  where 

47rav    r 

T  is  the  distance  from  m  of  the  element  dS  of  surface.  But  (p.  258) 
dS=2TTr=rrdr,  and  the  limits  of  r  are  D±a,  Hence  this  mean 
value  is  ^^ 

i.e.  the  Potential  at  the  centre;  and  the  result  therefore  holds  for 
any  assemblage  of  external  particles. 

13.  Find  an  approximate  value  of  the  Potential  of  any  solid  mass 
at  a  very  distant  point. 

Let  G  be  the  centre  of  mass  of  the  so^id  body,  F  the  distant  point, 
P^  any  point  in  the  mass  at  which  the  element  of  mass  is  dm.  Take 
G  as  origin  and  GF  as  axis  of  x  ;  let  GF  =  r,  GF^  =  r',  and  let  the 
a;  of  P'  be  sd". 

Then  lv=  f— ^L==i  /(l-2^+5)-*d« 

neglecting  all  higher  powers  of  —  than  the  second. 

r 

Now  fvfdm  =  0,  and  if  we  denote  by  A  and  A'  the  radii  of  gyration 
of  the  solid  about  *the  axes  of  y  and  z,  and  by  h  its  radius  of  gyration 
about  GF^  we  have 

where  If  =  mass  of  body. 

M,        A«  +  A^-2Ar'^ 
Hence  r=  —(1  + ^-5 )• 


2r* 


But  i£ k^,  k.^,  k^  are  the  principal  radii  of  gyration  at  G,  we  have 
A'  +  A'' + A;«  =  k^'  +  V  +  k^^  ;  therefore 


yM        k,'  +  k,'  +  k?^3k^ 


2r* 

By  differentiating  this  with  respect  to  a,  y,  and  z  separately,  we  find 
the  components  of  attraction  in  the  directions  of  the  principal  axes  at 

yM  , .  , 

G^  on  a  unit  mass  at  F,     For  very  distant  points   V  = to  a  high 

degree  of  accuracy. 

14.  If  F=/  {xy  y,  «)  be  a  function  satisfying  Laplace's  equation, 

'I  s  s 

V^  F  =  0,  show  that  the  function  -  f{ — 7*  — y-  >  —5-)  will  also  satisfy 
it  (where  r*  =  a5"+y*  +  «^. 
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If  0  is  the  origin,  P  the  point  (05,  y, «),  Q  a  point  on  OP  prodaced 
Buch  that  OQ  =  jrpi  the  co-ordinates  of  Q  are  — y-,  --j-,  -5-.  Let 
OC  =  p,  let  (f,  »y,  0  be  the  co-ordinates  of  ©,  and  let 

Then  —  satisfies  the  equation 

<i/5   '^    c^p  ^      dd  ^         ad        Bmd  dqr 

But  p'  3-^  =  —  a'  -7~ ;  therefore  this  equation  becomes 
dp  dr 

df^       d6^        dO'     sin  ^  a<^' 

/2      ittJ 
The  first  term  being  the  same  as  sin  d  -—-(r^  — >),  this  equation  is,  by 

dr      dr 

Art.  329,  the  equivalent  of 

d^U     d^U     d^U  _ 
da?        dy^       ds?    ^ 

15.  A  homogeneous  fluid,  self-attracting  according  to  the  law  of 
nature,  completely  fills  the  space  between  two  spherical  non-concentric 
surfaces  one  of  which  entirely  surrounds  the  oilier ;  find  the  resultant 
attraction  at  any  point  of  the  fluid,  and  also  the  level  surfaces. 

Let  0  be  the  centre  of  the  larger  and  (/  the  centre  of  the  smaller 
sphere ;  P  any  point  in  the  fluid ;  00^=^  e ;  radius  of  smaller  sphere 
=  6  ;  OP  =  r,(yP  =  r^;  p  =  density  of  fluid. 

To  calculate  the  resultant  force  at  P,  imagine  that  the  place  of  the 
smaller  sphere  is  occupied  with  fluid  ;  then  the  larger  is  completely 
full,  and  there  is  a  force  y  wypr  in  the  line  PO  towards  0.  Now  let 
the  effect  of  the  fluid  which  we  have  introduced  be  annulled  by  com- 
bining vrith  the  above  force  the  force  exercised  at  P  by  a  repulsive  fluid 
of  same  density  filling  the  smaller  sphere.     This  latter  force  would  be 

— -^ —  ;  and  this  would  act  in  the  line  (XP  fi'om  (/, 

The  resultant  of  these  forces  is  the  resultant  force  at  P.  If  F 
is  the  Potential  at  P, 

^dV^-^Ttprdr^^^d^  [p.  299]; 


y 


V  2        5     47rp6»  ,         . 

—  =:-.-  Trpr' —J-  +  const. 

y  3    ^  3/ 


This  value  is  otherwise  evident,  since  the  Potential  at  a  point  due 
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to  any  attracting  bodies  is  the  sura  of  their  separate  Potentials  at  the 
point.     K  a  is  the  radius  of  the  larger  sphere  (see  p.  282), 

The  level  surfaces  are  given  by  the  equation 

,     26« 
r^+--7  =  const. 

16.  If  two  different  masses  have  the  same  external  level  surfiEkces, 
the  values  of  their  Potentials  on  any  one  common  surface  of  level  are 
directly  proportional  to  the  quantities  of  the  two  masses. 

Let  M  and  J/'  be  the  two  masses ;  let  F  be  the  Potential  of  the 
first  and  V^  that  of  the  second  at  any  point  P  outside  both.     Then 

V«F=0,  V»F'  =  0.  (1) 

Now  since  when  F  is  constant,  F'  is  also  constant,  F'  must  be  some 
function  of  F.  Let  F'  =  <^(F).  Performing  the  operation  V  on 
both  sides  of  this  equation,  we  have 

t  dV  •       dV*       dV^i 

v^r=.l>\r).v^v+r{v)\(£)  +(^)  +(^)}.     (2) 

which  (1)  reduces  to  <^''  (F)  =0,  since  the  coefficient  of  <^''  (F)  cannot 
vanish. 

Hence  <f>{V)  =  cV+t/y  .*.  V^  :=cV-\-c  ;  but  since  at  infinity 
F  =  F'  =  0  (if  none  of  the  attracting  matter  is  at  infinity), 

c'=0;     .-.     V'  =  er, 

Again,  for  very  distant  points  (example  13), 

_-,       Af      _  __,         Jtt 

F=y— and  V^y  — 

V       V 
Hence,  finally,  JP^M* 

17.  KX,^  and  X,,^,  denote  the  component  attractions  of  a  given 
solid  at  a  given  point  along  a  given  line  when  the  law  of  attraction  is 
that  of  the  n^^  power,  and  that  of  the  (n— 2)tli  power,  of  the  distance, 
respectively,  prove  that 


X._.= 


V«X, 


(w-l)(n  +  2) 

18.  Find  the  attraction  of  a  circular  plate  of  uniform  thickness  and 
density  on  an  external  particle  of  unit  mass  in  its  plane,  the  law  of 
attraction  being  that  of  the  inverse  distance. 

Ans.  The  mass  of  the  plate  divided  by  the  distance  of  the  particle 
from  its  centre,  multiplied  by  a  constant. 

19.  Prove  that  if  a  material  lamina  atikract  according  to  the  law  of 
the  inverse  distance  and  if  iV  is  its  attraction  on  a  unit  mass  at  any 
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point  of  a  closed  curve,  measured  oatwards  along  the  normal,  we  shall 

*»*v®  /lfds  =  0,  or  =-27ryw,., 

according  as  there  is  no  mass  or  mass  m^  inside  the  closed  curve,  and 
hence  that  V'  F  =  0,  or  =  —  2  TTyp» 

20.  Prove  that  the  values  of  V'F  calculated  for  external  points 
and  for  internal  points  do  not  agree  for  points  on  the  surface  of  a 
solid  sphere. 

21.  Prove  that  neither  Laplace's  nor  Poisson*s  equation  holds  for 
points  on  the  bounding  surface  of  an  attracting  solid. 

22.  If  a  number  of  uniform  bars  of  the  same  section  and  density 
form  any  closed  polygon  with  no  re-entrant  angle,  prove  that  they 
produce  the  same  Potential  (for  the  law  of  the  inverse  square)  at  any 
point  inside  the  polygon  as  a  polygon  of  bars  formed  by  joining  the 
feet  of  the  perpendiculars  from  the  given  point  on  the  sides  of  the 
given  polygon. 

Extend  this  proposition  to  any  curve. 
(See  equation  (a),  p.  295.) 

23.  If  a  self-attracting  sphere  of  uniform  density  and  radius  a 
changes  to  one  of  uniform  density  and  radius  o^,  find  the  amount  of 
work  done  by  its  mutual  attractive  forces. 

Ans.  ^y^^i ?)> 

6         ^a     a 

where  M  is  the  mass  of  the  sphere,  and  y,  as  usual,  the  gravitation 
constant. 

24.  Two  equal  uniform  bars  of  given  sections  and  densities  are 
placed  parallel  to  each  other  and  at  right  angles  to  the  lines  joining 
their  extremities ;  find  the  amount  of  work  done  against  their  mutual 
attraction  in  drawing  them  a  given  distance  asunder. 

Arts,  If  y  is  the  distance  between  the  bars  in  any  position,  I  the 
length  of  each,  m  and  mf  are  their  masses,  the  work  done  in  changing 
the  distance  from  y^  to  y,  will  be  the  difference  of  the  values  of  the 
expression  VFT^^-l. 

^-p— (y- vF+7- Hog ^ — )' 

if 

when  yj  and  y,  are  successively  put  for  y. 

25.  The  gravitation  Potential  of  an  attracting  mass  cannot  have  a 
maximum  or  minimum  value  in  empty  space. 

[Let  it  have  a  maximum  value  at  A.  Then  round  A,  and  in- 
definitely near  it,  can  be  described  a  closed  surface,  at  every  point  of 
which  Fis  less  than  it  is  at  -4.     Therefore  if  dn  is  an  elementary 

length  along  the   normal  (measured  outwards)   to  this   surface, 

dV  ^** 

is  negative  all  over  the  surface;   but  iV=  --;  hence  equation  (2), 

Art.  324,  is  contradicted.] 


334.] 


METHOD   OF   INVERSION. 
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333.]  Eamshaw's  Theorem.  If  a  particle  is  in  equilibrium 
under  the  action  of  forces  varying  according  to  the  law  of  inverse 
square  of  distance^  its  equilibrium  is  unstable. 

If  its  equilibrium  were  stable  for  all  displacements,  positive 
work  would  have  to  be  done  against  the  attractive  forces,  i.e. 
these  forces  would  for  every  small  displacement  do  negative 
work,  or,  in  other  words,  F  must  decrease  in  all  directions  from 
the  point.  V  is  therefore  a  maximum  at  the  point — which,  by- 
last  example^  it  cannot  be.     Therefore,  etc. 

334.]  Method  of  Inversion.  Supposing  that  for  any  dis- 
tribution of  mass  forming  either  a  continuous  solid  body  M 
(Fig.  283),  or  a  thin  shell 
of  any  shape,  or  a  series 
of  isolated  particles,  we 
know  the  value  of  the 
Potential  at  any  point,  A, 
we  may  by  the  aid  of  an 
analytical  transformation 
deduce  another  analogous  q 
mass,  M\  whose  Potential 
at  any  point,  A'  may  be 
deduced  from  the  previous  Potential. 

Thus,  suppose  the  mass  J/'  to  be  deduced  from  the  mass  M  in 
the  following  way. 

Take  any  fixed  point,  0 ;  join  it  to  P,  and  take  the  inverse 
point  P',  so  that  ^  ^  ^^  ^^^ 

where  r  =  OP,  /  =  OP^.  Bound  P  let  any  very  small  closed 
surface  be  described,  and  take  round  P^  all  the  points  cor- 
responding to  those  on  this  surfiace.  We  shall  thus  get  a  very 
small  closed  surface  at  P'.  Denote  the  volumes  of  these  elements 
by  do.  and  dQ.\  respectively.  Now  dQ.  is  filled  with  a  quantity 
dm  of  matter  belonging  to  the  mass  Jf,  and  it  remains  with  us 
to  fill  rf  12'  with  matter  according  to  any  law  we  please.  Fill 
rfX2'  with  a  quantity  dm^  bearing  to  dm  the  relation 


dm^ 


/ 


— —  =  - ,  or  =  -r  I 
dm       r  k 


ifi) 


and  let  this  be  done  for  all  the  elements,  dOf,  of  volume  in  the 
derived  body  M%  related  ae  above  to  the  corresponding  elements 
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do,  of  M.  Given  the  volume-density,  p,  at  each  point,  P,  of  3f ; 
we  must  now  find  the  volume-density,  p\  at  each  derived  point  P*, 
Now  dm  =  pdil  =  pf^&ULOdrdOd<f>  ^^—pf^drdfidfpy  in  the 
usual  notation  of  polar  formulse.  Similarly,  d/  being  taken 
positively  without  reference  to  rfr, 

dm'=^p'/^d/dtxdij>; 

and  from  (a),  if  dr  and  d/  are  taken  connectedly,  we  have 
rd/  +  /dr  =  0  ;  hence  (^)  gives 

p'=p/5^  (y) 

so  that  if  p  is  constant,  p'  will  vary  inversely  as  the  fifth  power 
of  the  distance,  OP^,  from  0. 

Let  A  be  any  point,  at  which  the  Potential  of  M  is  V,  and 
take  the  inverse  point  A\  It  is  required  to  find  F',  the  Poten- 
tial of  M'  at  A\ 

li  dFis  the  Potential  at  A  produced  by  the  element  dm  at  P, 

^^=y2P> 

where  y  is  the  gravitation  constant.  Also  i{  dF^ia  the  Potential 
at  A^  due  to  dm^  at  P', 

dV      h    AP 
Hence  -jy  =  -'-TFpf'    But  the  triangles  PAO  and  A! P' 0 

are  similar,  .'.  if  OA  =  D,  -tttj  =  -7  5  bence  -7^  =  -r  >  ai^d  this 

A  F'      r  dV        k 

constant  relation  holds  between  the  Potentials  of  all  correspond- 
ing elements,  and  therefore  between  the  whole  Potentials^  so  that 

In  this  transformation  the  angle  at  which  any  two  curves  in 
the  original  system  If  intersect  is  equal  to  that  at  which  the  two 
derived  curves  intersect.  For,  let  Q  and  n  be  any  two  very  close 
points  in  the  system  Jf,  and  let  Q^  and  n'  be  their  inverses. 
Then  the  quadrilateral  Q;an'  Q'  is  inscribable  in  a  circle,  so  that 
Qn  and  Q^n'  are  ultimately  tangents  to  the  circle  and  therefore 
equally  inclined  to  OQ.  Similarly,  if  s  and  /  are  two  corre- 
•  spending  points  very  close  to  Q  and  Q',  the  arcs  Qs  and  Q,W 
are  equally  inclined  to  OQ ;  therefore  the  angle  between  the  arcs 
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Qn  and  Qs  is  equal  to  that  between  Q'n^  and  Q^s\  Hence  if 
the  contour  M  is  the  outer  surface  of  a  shell  whose  thickness 
varies  in  any  manner,  being  Qn  at  the  point  Q,  the  inverse 
points  will  trace  out  the  contour  M^  of  another  shell,  and  if  n'  is 
the  inverse  of  «,  Q';*'  will  be  normal  to  the  new  shell,  and  will, 
of  course,  be  its  thickness  at  Q^. 

By  similar  triangles  -pr^—^  =  -^r-^ ,  or  =  77^,  smce  Q  and  n 

y  ft        Un  C/y 

are  nearly  coincident.     Hence  if  t  and  r'  are  the  thicknesses  of 

the  shells  at  corresponding  points, 

7  =  7^  W 

T  T 

and  hence  by  (y) 

SO  that  if  pT  is  constant  all  over  the  shell  -3f,  pY  will  vary  in- 
versely as  the  cube  of  the  distance  from  0  at  every  point  on  the 
derived  shell. 

If  the  mass  M  forms  a  spherical  shell  of  uniform  thickness  and 
density,  its  Potential  at  A  is  at  once  known.  Hence  is  known 
also  the  potential  at  A'  (any  point)  due  to  a  spherical  shell  in 
which  the  product  p'/  (which  is  the  mass  per  unit  area  of  its 
surjQEice)  varies  inversely  as  the  cube  of  the  distance  from  a  fixed 
point,  0 — a  case  which  has  been  abeady  discussed  (p.  301). 
Supposing  iff  to  be  a  spherical  surface  whose  centre  is  P,  the 
inverse  point,  P',  is  not  the  centre  'Of  the  sphere  M\  but  is  the 
inverse  of  0  with  respect  to  the  sphere  M\     For.if  /  and  X  are 

JP      P'tT 
any  corresponding  points  on  the  contours,  p^  =  -=-r- ,  and  since 

Jf  is  a  sphere  with  centre  P,  the  left-hand  side  is  constant,  there- 
fore the  right  side  is  constant,  and  the  two  points  0  and  P^  are 
well  known  to  be  inverse  with  respect  to  the  spherical  locus  of  eT. 

Again,  (6)  gives,  since  M  =  ^jy-  ^Qp 

which  shows  that  the  level  sur£Eices  of  M'  are  spheres  round  P' 
as  centre ;  and  the  result  (7;)  holds  both  for  the  case  in  which  M 
is  a  uniform  spherical  shell,  and  therefore  M^  a  spherical  shell 
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in  which  the  surface-density,  p't\  varies  inversely  as  the  cube  of 
the  distance  from  0,  and  for  the  case  in  which  ilf  is  a  solid 
uniform  sphere,  and  therefore  M'  a  solid  sphere  in  which  the 
density  varies  inversely  as  the  fifth  power  of  the  distance  fit)ni  0. 
In  this  method  of  transformation  we  may  notice  that  the  fnas9 
of  the  derived  distribution,  M\  is  proportional  to  the  Potential  of 
the  given  mass  at   the  origin  of  inversion.     (It  is  equal  to  this 

Potential  multiplied  by  -  • ) 

335.]  Continuity  of  the  Potential.  The  gravitation  Potential 
of  any  attracting  solid  mass  varies  in  a  continuous  manner  from 
point  to  point  in  space,  whether  the  points  chosen  be  inside  any 
portion  of  the  mass  or  outside  it. 

For,  if  r  be  the  distance  of  any  element  of  mass,  dm^  of  the 
attracting  body  from  P,  the  point  at  which  the  Potential  is 

required,  V  ^  y  I  —  •    Let  P  be  taken  as  origin,  and  let  the 

position  of  the  element  dm  be  defined  by  the  radius  vector,  r,  and 
two  angles,  6  and  0,  and  let  p  be  the  density  of  the  element. 
Then  dm  =  pr^  %mO  drdOd<t>,  and 

r=  yfffpr%med^ded<i>. 

This  form  of  F shows  that  even  if  r  is  zero,  i.e.  if  P  is  inside 
the  mass,  the  value  of  the  Potential  is  finite,  no  infinite  term 
being  introduced  by  the  infinitely  close  proximity  of  P  to  some 
of  the  (infinitely  small)  elements  of  mass. 

Hence  the  Potential  varies,continuously  throughout  space,  and 
diminishes  from  the  vicinity  of  the  atti'acting  mass  towards  the 
space  very  remote  from  it  in  all  directions. 

The  field  of  attraction  of  any  matter,  according  to  the 
Newtonian  law,  may  therefore  be  compared  with  a  country  con- 
sisting of  hills  and  valleys  which  vary  gradually,  even  though 
they  may  rise  or  fall  rapidly  in  certain  places, — precipices  and 
chasms  being  wholly  absent ;  and  in  the  field  of  attraction  the 
Potential  at  each  point  is  the  gravitation  level  of  the  point,  and  is 
the  analogue  of  the  height  above  the  sea  (or  other  arbitrary)  level 
in  the  other. 

336.]  Continuity  of  the  First  Differential  Coefficients  of 
Potential.  In  a  field  of  attraction  in  whi^h  every  attracting 
element  is  one  of  finite  volume-density,  there  is  likewise  a  complete 
continuity  of  the  first  diflerential  coeflScients  of  V  from  points 


337«]  SECOND  DIFFEBENTIAL  COEFFICIENTS  OF  F.  315 
within  to  points  without  the  attracting  masses.     For  these  first 

JT^       jy     jj^ 

differential  coefficients,  ~r~^  'y~^  ~t~^  ^^  simply  the  components 

of  force-intensity ;  and  if  in  (3),  (4),  (5)  of  Art.  325,  we  put 

^(r)  =  -^ :  the  elements  under  the  sign  of  integration  never  at 

any  point  contain  r  in  the  denominator,  and  are  therefore  never 
infinite^  even  when  r  =  0,  i.e.  when  P  is  inside  the  mass. 
Evidently  the  case  would  be  different  for  a  law  of  attraction 
according  to  a  power  higher  than  that  of  the  inverse  square. 

And  the  case  is  different  again,  even  for  the  Newtonian  law, 
when  the  attracting  matter  forms  an  infinitely  thin  shell  with 
(necessarily)  infinitely  great  volume-density.  In  this  case  the 
force  components  in  some  directions  vary  abruptly  for  a  small 
change  of  position  of  the  attracted  particle  P,  although  in  other 
directions  they  vary  continuously.  Of  this  more  hereafter ;  but 
the  fact  is  already  sufficiently  clear  in  the  case  (Art.  322)  of  the 
normal  component  of  a  thin  shell. 

337.]  Discontinuity  of  its  Second  Difibrential  Coefficients. 

Since  T  =  y  /  —  ,  we  have  -r-^  =  y  I  j  2  ^^>  ^^®  co-or- 
dinates of  the  point,  P,  at  which  the  Potential  is  T,  being  a?,  y,  z. 

Now  i£{x\y,/)  are  the  co-ordinates  of  dm,  and  {x,y,z)  those 
of  P,  we  have        j2^       j      (x-aff 

dx^  "  r  r^      * 

,    .  1  d^r      r{2  .dr.^      1  d^r)  ^ 

If  in  these  expressions  we  substitute  for  a? —a?',  V^lfy  z--/, 
and  dm,  as  in  last  Article,  we  have 

1^  =  r(3sin2^cos2<^-l)-^sindrfr(/drf0; 
y  dixr      J  ^  '  r 


A      B 


^N 
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hence,  when  r  =  0,  i.e.  when  Pis  inside  the  attracting  mass, 
the  expression  under  the  integral  sign  becomes  infinite,  and  the 

value  of  -j-^  ceases  to  be  continuous  £rom  points  inside  to  points 

outside  the  mass. 

dV  d^V 

Fig.  284  represents  the  values  of  F.  --— ,  and-7-v>  when  the  attract- 

dx  dor 

ing  solid  is  that  contained  between  two  concentric  spherical  surfiaces 

whose  radii  are  Oa  and  Oa,  and  the 
point  F  occupies  positions  along  a 
*\C  fixed  diameter,  Ox,  varying  from  0  to 

infinity.     The  distance  of  F  from  0  is 

f     **'•••- D  here  denoted  by  x,  and  the  values  of 

-...^  V  are  given  by  the  ordinates  (dis- 

.V;;.::::^ — j^       tances  from  Ox)  of  the  continuous 

^   ..""'"  curve  ABCD,  of  which  the  portion 

il^  is  a  right  line  corresponding  to 
^  the    constant    potential    within   the 

'»  inner  surface. 

Fig.  284.  dV  .        ,      , 

The  values  of  -7-  are  given  by  the 

ordinates  of  the  continuous  curve  Oa'^,  of  which  Oa  corresponds  to 
the  constant  zero  value  within  the  inner  surface. 

d^V 
The  values  of  — -j  are  given  by  the  ordinates  of  the  discontinuous 

curve  Oa'wm.iyq. 

From  Ex.  5,  p.  299,  when  F  is  completely  outside  the  mass,  we 

have  -7775  = ^, '-.  and  when  F  is  inside  the  shell  between 

dD^  3  />' 

the  two  surfaces,        d'^V  ^     4iry/).       2oP  ^ 

By  putting  2>  =  a  in  the  first  of  these  values  we  have  the  value,  op,  of 

d^V 

■-y^a  when  F  comes  to  the  outer  surface  from  the  outside ;  and  putting 

dD  ^ty 

D  =  a  in  the  second  we  have  the  (negative)  value,  aw,  of  -tj^  when 

F  comes  to  this  surface  from  the  inside. 

The  above  figure  is  copied  from  Thomson  and  Tait's  N(U.  Fhtl. 

338.]  Lines  and  Tubes  of  Force.  If  at  any  point,  P,  in  the 
field  of  attraction  an  elementary  length  is  drawn  in  the  direction 
of  tke  resultant  attraction  at  P,  and  if  this  is  prolonged  at  each 
point  P',  P'',...  so  as  to  be  in  the  direction  of  the  resultant 
attraction  at  all  points,  P',P'', ...  along  it,  we  obtain  a  con- 
tinuous curve  which  is  called  a  luie  of  force,    A  line  of  force. 
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then,  is  a  curve  sach  that  its  tangent  at  every  point  coincides 
with  the  direction  of  resultant  attraction  at  that  point. 

If  the  field  is  mapped  out  by  a  series  of  equipotential  surfaces 
(Art.  328),  every  line  of  force  will  cut  every  equipotential  sur&ce 
which  it  meets  at  right  angles,  since  (Art.  328)  at  every  point 
on  such  a  surfiEice  the  resultant  force  acts  in  the  normal  to  the 
sur£Eice. 

Let  P  be  any  point  in  the  field ;  at  P  describe  any  very  small 
closed  curve  whatsoever ;  through  each  point  on  this  curve  draw 
the  line  of  force  and  prolong  it  indefinitely.  We  thus  get  what 
is  called  a  tube  of  force. 

These  terms  are  due  to  Faraday. 

889.]  Surfoce-integral  for  a  Tube  of  Force.  Let  PAQB 
represent  any  portion  of  a  tube  of  force,  P  and  Q  being  elements 
of  two  level  surfaces  intercepted  by  the  tube.  Then 
the  attraction  on  a  unit  mass  at  P  is  normal  to  the 
section  P,  and  the  attraction  on  a  unit  mass  at  Q  is 
normal  to  the  section  Q,  while  at  every  pointy  A  or 
-B,  on  every  portion  of  the  lateral  surface  of  the  tube 
the  attraction  is  wholly  tangential  to  the  sur&ce. 

Let  F  be  the  force  at  P,  I^  that  at  Q,  and  oi  and  a/ 
the  areas  of  the  sections  P  and   Q.     Then,  supposing 
that  the  tube  contains  none  of  the  attracting  matter,  equation 
(2)  of  Art.  324  gives         Fa>-i^a)'=  0,  (1) 

since  the  only  portions  of  the  closed  surface  PAQB  which  con- 
tribute elements  to  the  surface-integral  of  normal  attraction  are 
the  sections  P  and  Q. 

Hence,  at  aU  points  in  empty  space  on  a  given  line  of  force  the 
resultant  attraction-intensities  are  inversely  proportional  to  the  normal 
sections  of  the  same  tube  of  force  at  these  points. 

This  simple  theorem  gives  the  law  of  attraction  very  readily 
in  certain  cases.  For  example,  let  the  attracting  body  be  a 
sphere  whose  density  is  the  same  at  the  same  distance  from  its 
centre.  Then  the  lines  of  force  are  obviously  right  lines  drawn 
from  its  centre ;  the  tubes  are  therefore  cones  whose  vertices  are 
the  centre,  and  since  the  normal  sections  of  these  cones  are 
directly  as  the  squares  of  their  distances  from  the  centre,  the 
attraction  of  the  sphere  at  any  external  point  is  inversely 
proportional  to  the  square  of  its  distances  from  the  centre. 
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Again,  let  the  attracting  body  be  an  infinite  cylinder  whose 
density  is  the  same  at  the  same  distance  from  its  axis.  Here 
the  lines  of  force  are  right  lines  emanating  from  the  axis  per- 
pendicularly, the  tubes  become  wedges,  and  the  areas  of  their 
normal  sections  are  directly  proportional  to  their  distances  from 
the  axis ;  hence  the  attraction  of  an  infinite  cylinder  at  an 
external  point  is  inversely  proportional  to  its  distance  from  the 
axis. 

Finally,  for  an  infinite  attracting  plate,  the  tubes  are  cylinders 
and  the  attraction  is  constant  at  all  points  in  empty  space. 

If  the  tube  of  force  contain  within  it  a  quantity  of  the 
attracting  matter  whose  mass  is  dq^  we  have  by  (2)  of  Art.  324 

Fa)-F'w'=  ^irydq.  (2) 

This  equation  can  in  like  manner  be  employed  to  find  the  re- 
sultant force  inside  a  sphere,  a  cylinder,  or  a  plate. 

In  the  case  of  a  sphere  of  uniform  density,  let  the  tube  be 
contained  between  the  spheres  of  radii  r  and  r-\-dr.  Then 
dq  =  pwdr,  p  being  the  density  at  the  attracted  point,  and  (2) 
l^o^^^s  a{Fay)  =  4Trypa>dr, 

or  d{Fr^)  =  ^irypf^dr, 

sinc«  0)  is  proportional  to  r^.     Integrating  this  last  equation, 

3 
Fr^  =  -irypr^  +  C. 

Now  F  is  evidently  zero  at  the  centre,  therefore  C  =  0,  and 

3     ^^ 

For  a  point  inside  an  infinite  cylinder  at  a  distance  r  from  the 
axis  we  have,  since  w  is  ultimately  a  rectangle  of  breadth  pro- 
portional to  r,  a (Fr)  =  ^nyprdr, 

/.     F=.  2'nypr, 

In  general,  if  the  tube  is  terminated  by  two  level  surfaces 
whose  distance  measured  along  the  lines  of  force  forming  the 
tube  is  ds^  we  have  dq  =  pcorf*,  and  (2)  gives  for  the  determina- 
tion of  Jf^  ^(^p^y^  =z4TTypu>dg. 

340.]  Unit  Tube  of  Force.  If  at  any  point  P  we  draw  a 
tube  of  force  such  that  the  product  of  the  force-intensity  and  the 
area  of  the  normal  section  is  unity,  the  tube  is  called  a  unit  tube. 
Thus,  in  C.  G.  S.  measures,  if  the  product  of  the  force-intensity, 
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expressed  in  dynes  per  gramme  mass,  and  the  area  of  the  normal 
section,  expressed  in  square  centimetres,  is  numerically  unity,  the 
tube  is  a  unit  tube. 


Fig.  286. 


Section  III. 
The  Attraction  of  Ellipsoids,     \MetAod  of  CAasles.] 

341 .]  Shell  bounded  by  Similar  Surfaces.  Let  v/y  and  rqp 
be  two  concentric,  similar,  and  similarly  situated  surfaces  whose 
normal  distance  from 
each  other  is  at  all 
points  very  small.  Sup- 
pose the  space  between 
these  surfaces  to  be  filled 
by  attracting  matter  of 
uniform  density,  and  let 
0  be  an  attracted  particle 
in  the  interior  of  the 
shell.  With  0  as  vertex 
let  any  slender  cone  be 

described,  intercepting  on  the  shfeU  two  frustums  whose  thick- 
nesses measured  along  the  generator  pr  of  the  cone  are  pp^  and 
r/.  Then,  since  by  the  property  of  similar,  similarly  situated, 
and  concentric  sur&ces  of  the  second  degree,  the  intercepts  pp^ 
and  r/  are  equal  whatever  be  the  direction  of  the  line  pr,  we 
see  by  Art.  318  that  the  attractions  of  these  frustums  on  0  are 
equal  and  opposite.  Hence  the  corresponding  frustums  of  all 
such  cones  exert  equal  and  opposite  attractions  on  0;  and  the 
resultant  attraction  of  the  shell  on  any  internal  particle  is  there- 
fore zero. 

Hence,  if  the  law  of  attraction  is  that  of  nature,  every  shell  of 
uniform  density  and  small  thickness,  bounded  by  similar,  similarly 
situated,  and  concentric  ellipsoidal  surfaces  produ<:es  a  constant 
Potential  at  all  points  in  its  interior,  and  exerts,  therefore,  at  these 
points  no  attraction. 

The  same  is  true  for  a  solid  of  uniform  density  and  any  thick- 
ness bounded  by  two  similar,  similarly  situated,  and  concentric 
ellipsoidal  surfaces,  since  the  thicknesses  of  the  frustums  inter- 
cepted between  its  bounding  surfaces  will  still  be  equal. 
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342.]  Corresponding  Points  on  Confooal  Ellipsoids.     Let 

rpq  and  PQ,  (Fig.  286)  be  two  confooal  ellipsoids,  let  the  axes 
of  the  first  be  a',  j3',  y',  and  those  of  the  second  a,  )3,  y,  let  the 
co-ordinates  of  a  point  p  on  the  first  be  af^  y,  /,  and  those  of 
a  point  P  on  the  second  a?,  y,  z.     Then,  if 

a"7'  i3~^'  y""/' 
the  points  P  and  jo  are  called  corresponding  points  on  the  ellip- 
soids. Also,  let  Q  and  q  be  two  other  corresponding  points. 
Then  it  is  very  easy  to  prove  that  the  distance  Pq  is  equal  to  the 
distance  Qp.  (Salmon's  Geometric  cf  Three  Dimensions^  Art.  181.) 
343.]  External  Potential  of  an  Ellipsoidal  ShelL  Let  it  be 
required  to  find  the  Potential  at  an  external  point,  P,  of  a  shell 
bounded  by  the  similar,  similarly  situated,  and  concentric  ellip- 
soids v/p'  and  rqp.  Through  the  point  P  describe  an  ellipsoid, 
PQ,  confocal  with  rqp,  and  desciibe  also  an  ellipsoid,  msn^  con- 
focal  with  v/p'  and  similar  to  PQ,.  This  latter  surface  is 
completely  determinate,  since  its  axes  must  be  /uia,/ui)3, /uiy,  and 
since  fx* (a^-zS^)  must  be  equal  to  /^a'^-iS'^),  where  ix'a^y!^, 
IX  y  are  the  (given)  axes  of  the  ellipsoid  v/p'\  or  /ui  =  i^^  since 

Now  at  q  draw  the  normal  distance,  dn\  which  separates  the 
surfaces  rqp  and  v/p\  and  about  q  describe  on  the  ellipsoid  rqp 
any  small  closed  curve  whose  area  is  dS^.  Round  Q,  on  the 
surface  QP  describe  the  small  closed  curve,  of  area  dSy  which 
consists  of  points  corresponding  to  those  forming  dS^\  and  let 
dn  be  the  normal  distance  between  the  surfaces  QP  and  msn. 
We  shall  now  prove  that  the  elements  of  volume  dn .  dS  and 
dn\dS^  which  we  may  denote  by  rfo)  and  do)',  respectively,  are 
connected  by  the  equation 

dia  dia  ^ 

Let  x\  y,  /  be  the  co-ordinates  of  q  with  reference  to  the 
principal  axes  of  the  ellipsoids,  and  let  dx'd^  be  the  projection  of 
dS'  on  the  plane  xy.    Then,  since  the  cosine  of  the  angle  between 

the  normal  at  q  and  the  axis  of  z  is  ^-7^-,  where  /?'  is  the  perpen- 
dicular from  C  on  the  tangent  plane  at  ^,  we  have 
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Now  since  the  sur&ces  rq  p  and  t^/p'  are  similar,  we  have 


dtt' 


Y 


n 


'.dSr=(l-^)!y  da/d/.  (2) 


.8 


Similarly  d».d8  =  {\-y)^  dxdy,  (3) 

z 

where  x^  y,  z  are  the  co-ordinates  of  Q.     But  since 

dx      daf     dy      dy' 

these  equations  give  (1)  at  once  by  division.     Moreover  the 
Potential  at  P  due  to  the  element  of  mass  pda/n,t  qia  proportional 

to     ^    ,  while  the  Potential  at  p  due  to  the  element  pd<a  Bi  Q  is 

^  d<a 

proportional  to  -^  ;  and  since  Pq  =  Q/?, 

Potential  at  P  due  to  element  of  mass  at  ^        ^da/ 
Potential  at  p  due  to  corresponding  element  at  Q       do} 

__  a^^y^  __  mass  of  shell  rqp 
""    o)3y    ""  mass  of  shell  PQ 
Now  the  shell  rqp  can  be  broken  up  into  elements  of  mass 
formed  as  ^a>^as  been  formed,  and  the  corresponding  elements, 
d(ay  will  completely  exhaust  the  shell  PQ  ;  hence,  taking  all  the 
elements  of  the  inner  shell,  and  all  the  corresponding  elements 
of  the  outer,  and  thus  exhausting  both  shells,  we  see  that 
the  Potential  of  the  inner  shell  at  P      mass  of  inner  shell 
the  Potential  of  the  outer  shell  9,tp       mass  of  outer  shell 
Now  since  these  shells  are  bounded  each  by  similar  surfaces,  the 
Potential  of  the  outer  shell  is  constant  at  all  internal  points,  and 
(in  virtue  of  the  continuity  of  the  Potential)  this  Potential  is  the 
same  as  the  Potential  of  the  outer  shell  at  P. 

Hence  the  Potential  of  an  ellipsoidal  shell  bounded  by  similar 
surfaces  is  constant  at  all  points  on  the  sur£Eu;e  of  any  ellipsoid 
confocal  with  the  surface  of  the  shell — ^that  is,  the  level  sur&ces 
of  an  ellipsoidal  shell  are  confocal  ellipsoids,  and  its  attraction  at 
any  point  is  therefore  normal  to  the  confocal  ellipsoid  through 
the  point. 

Let  F  and  P  be  the  Potentials  of  the  shells  PQ  and  rqp  at 
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We  Bhall  show  in  the  next  section  (example  4)  that  these 
shells  prodace  at  all  points  oatside  both  Potentials  which  are 
proportional  simply  to  the  masses  of  the  shells,  i.e.,  related  as  in 
(4) ;  so  that  at  all  such  points  their  attraction-intensities  also 
bear  this  relation  to  each  other.  Hence  at  any  point  outside 
both  shells — even  though  it  is  just  on  the  outer  sur&ce  of  PQ — 
we  have  dV       a'p^V  dV 

dx         a^y     dx  '  ^   ' 

For  this  reason  the  calculation  of  the  attraction  of  an  ellipsoidal 
shell  at  an  external  point  is  reduced  to  that  of  a  shell  at  a  point 
on  its  surface. 

344.]  Attraction  of  an  Ellipsoid  at  an  External  Point. 
Let  ABD  (Fig  286)  be  a  solid  homogeneous  ellipsoid,  and  let  it 
be  required  to  find  its  attraction  on  a  unit  mass  condensed  at  P. 
Break  the  ellipsoid  up  into  an  infinite  number  of  thin  shells 
bounded  by  ellipsoids  similar  to  each  other  and  to  the  surface 
ABJD ;  let  one  of  these  shells  be  that  between  the  surfaces  r/jo' 
and  rqp.  Denote  this  shell  by  (9) ;  and  describe  the  ellipsoids 
PQ  and  msn,  similar  to  each  other  and  confocal  with  the  surfaces 
of  (*),  as  in  the  preceding  Articles.     Denote  this  shell  by  (a). 

Let  the  axes  of  ABD  be  a,  b,  c;  let  those  of  rqphe  ka^  kby  kc^ 
and  let  those  of  v//  be  (k  +  di)a,  {i  +  dk)b,  (i  +  di)c.     Also,  let 

the  axes  of  the  ellipsoid  PQ  be  iVa^  +  M^,  k*/b'^-\-\\  A-Z^Ta^  ; 

then,  by  Art.  343,  those  of  ww  will  be  {k-k-dk)  Va^  +  X^,  (k  +  dk) 

a/^^M^,  {k  +  dk)  \^c^  +  \^.     Now  (Art.  322),  the  attraction  of 
the  shell  ((t)  on  a  unit  mass  at  P  is 

4iryp.P»*, 
where  Pn  is  the  normal  thickness  of  the  shell  at  P.     This  at- 
traction acts  in  the  direction  of  the  normal  Pn,  whose  direction 
cosines  are        px  py  '  pz 

k'^d^^-xy  F(P"+A2)'  /t2(^+x2)' 
p  being  the  length  of  the  perpendicular  from  C,  the  centre  of 
the  ellipsoid  on  the  tangent  plane  at  P,  and  a?,  y,  z  the  co- 
ordinates of  P.     Hence  the  attraction  of  («t)  on  P  parallel  to  the 
axis  of  X,  in  the  positive  direction,  is 

*  The  curious  compensation  of  errors  inyolyed  in  the  usual  proof  of  ihis  is  well 
noticed  by  CoUignon  {Dynamique,  p.  403). 
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Draw  the  line  CF  meetings  the  inner  surface   of  (cr)  in  *. 

h-k-dk    ^.       ^       Ps  dk        -  ^  pdk 

=  — 5 — ;  therefore  -p^  =  — f->  aM  P«  =  — ^-r- . 
k  CF  k  k 

Substituting  this  value  in  (l),  we  find  the  attraction  of  («r) 
parallel  to  the  axis  of  ^  to  be 

^-nyfip^xdk 
>P(a2  +  A«y' 

Multiplying  this  by  the  ratio  of  the  mass  ef  (*)  to  that  of  (<r), 
we  have  the  component  of  the  attraction  of  (#).  Denoting  this 
latter  by  dX^  we  have 

Now,  by  the  equation  of  the  surfiice  PQ, 

jt2  M.2  ^2 


fl'  +  X*"  4«  +  A«   ■  c«  +  A* 
Differentiating  this,  regarding  k  and  A  as  variables,  we  have 

—Xd\  =z^dL 

by  the  well-known  value  of  the  perpendicular  from  the  centre 
on  the  tangent  plane  of  an  ellipsoid. 

Substituting  this  value  of  dk  in  (2),  we  have 

—  ^  A-nypabcxXdX 

^  "■  (a2  +  A2)ty  [b^  4-  A*)  (c2  +  A2)  * 

To  find  the  limits  of  A,  we  observe  that  when  the  shell  {«)  is 
taken  at  the  centre,  ^  =  0  ;  but  the  axes  of  (o-)  must  be  finite  ; 
and  as  they  are  k  Va^  +  A^,  &c.,  the  value  of  A  corresponding  to 
a  vanishing  shell  at  the  centre  is  oo.  Again,  if  ^  =  1,  or  («)  is 
a  shell  at  the  surface  ABDy  we  have  a^  +  A.*  =  a^^  where  a^  is 
the  semi-axis  of  the  ellipsoid  confoeal  with  ABD^  and  passing 
through  P.  Denote  this  value  of  A  by  A^.  Then,  if  ilf  be  the 
mass  of  the  solid  ellipsoid  ABD^  we  have 

X  =  3yM4''-—=tt==. ;  (3) 

1  a 
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and  in  the  same  way  for  the  other  components,  JTand  Z^ 

r*i  KdK  '  ^' 

1(  L  =       —  ,  we  have  evidently 

Jo,  v^(a«  +  A«)(62  +  A*)(c=»  +  A'') 

The  expressions  for  X,   Z,  ^  may  be  put  into  other  forms 
which  are  useful  in  practice,  by  putting 


A  = 


cVl—u^ 


u 


Then 


X=- 


^yMx 


r 


u^du 


c^    Jo 


Z=- 


0      -/(1+(5«««)(1+/«K«)^ 

3y3rz  r'c^ u^du 

c'    Jo    V'(  1  +  e* ««)  (1 +  «'««*)  *^ 


V 


(5) 


fl^  —  (?^  i^  —  c 

where  e^  =  — s— - ,  and  /^  =  — -^^—  ,  the  least  semi-axis  being  c. 


.2 


If  the  attracted  particle  is  on  the  surface  ^j5J9  of  the  attract- 
ing ellipsoid,  the  limits  of  u  are  0  and  1,  since  c^  =  c. 

If  the  attracted  point  is  inside  the  ellipsoid,  let  an  ellipsoid  be 
described  through  it  concentric  with  and  similar  to  the  sur&ce 
ABD,  and  the  portion  between  these  two  surfaces  exerts  no 
attraction  at  the  point  (Art.  320). 

Equations  (5)  show  that  the  components  along  the  principal 
axes  of  the  attraction  of  a  homogeneous  ellipsoid  on  a  particle 
placed  anywhere  on  its  surface  or  inside  its  mass  are  of  the 
forms  jjc^    By,     Cz,  (6) 

where  A^  JB,  C  sie  constant  quantities. 

845.]  Potential  of  an  Ellipsoid.  Potential  of  a  homogeneous 
Ellipsoid  at  Us  centre.  Let  ABB  (Fig.  %i6)  be  a  homogeneous 
Ellipsoid  of  density  />,  whose  semi-axes  are  a,  d,  c.  The  polar 
element  of  volume  being  r^eisiOdrdOd<f}f  the  Potential  of  this 
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at  C  is  ypr  sin  6drd0d(f>;  and  integrating  this  from  C  to  the 
boonding  surface,  we  get  ^ypR^maOdddi^^eo  that 

jr  _^      f'  f emeded4> 

f^o-syPj^  Jo   sin^^eo8'<^      sin^e^sin^^      co?5' 

fl«  ■*■         *2  +      ^ 

where  Fq  is  the  Potential  at  C.    This,  again,  is  the  same  as 

r^  r^  ^uddOdiP  

®  ""        Jq   •/•  sin^d^cos^c^      sin^  6  sin*  <^      cos^  d 

^  ■*■  ^  "*"""^ 

Integrating  with  respect  to  ^,  we  have 

jr  ^  2         r' sin^rf^ 

^""     '^^Vo         /xsin«^      cos^dx.sin*^      cos^e^v*       (^) 

Putting  tan  ^  =  ^,  we  have 

Vt,=i  2'ttypal(^l    —  ; 

or,  finally,  putting  c*^*  =  X*,  we  have  the  symmetrical  form 

To  =  2irypabcr—=  ^^^       .  (2) 

Potential  of  Ellipsoid  at  any  internal  point.  Let  p  (Pig.  ii86) 
be  the  internal  point  the  Potential  at  which  we  desire  to  find. 
Drawing  the  ellipsoid  pqr,  which  is  similar  to  the  bounding 
surface  DBA,  the  values  of  X,  Z,  Z  at  jd  are  due  entirely  to 
the  matter  within  pgr.  Hence  if  the  axes  otpqr  are  ia,  ib,  ic, 
we  are  to  put  Aj  =  0  in  equations  (3),  (4),  p.  323,  and 

M=  ^-ni^pabe. 
Thus  we  have 

0  ArfA 


X  =  iTtypk^abcx 

Job 


Putting  X*  =  l^f>!^, 

X  =  4irypaJc  -■«/      ,  '^^^         .  (3) 

Similarly 

r^d^y^/.^^  j>/'°  ^^**  (4) 

Z  =  Aitypahc.zl       .  (6) 
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Denote  these  values  of  Xy  T^  Z  hy  Ax,  Bj/y  Czy  the  quantities 
Ay  B,  C  being  obviously  the  same  for  all  internal  points.  Then 
if  F  is  the  Potential  of  the  whole  ellipsoid  at  j», 

iVz=,  Axdx  +  Bydji  +  Czdz. 
Integrating, 

r=7J  +  WAx'  +  ^y^  +  C^).  (6) 

Substituting  the  values  of  Fj,,  Ay  By  C,  just  found,  we  have 

r  *  a*^  v^  7^ 

yi/dfi 

The  integrals  involved  in  these  several  coefficients  are  easily 
reduced  to  the  ordinary  forms  of  elliptic  integrals.  Thus,  as- 
suming that  the  axes  in  order  of  descending  magnitudes  are 
fl, «,(?,  assume  ^2  =  jatan^i^-c^sec^^.  (8) 

Denoting '/(a^  +  /x2)(i2+/x2)(c2  +  /x^)  by/(/Li),  we  have 

dfjL  d<f> 


in  the  ordinary  notation  of  elliptic  integrals.     Also 


(9) 


(10) 


100 


".=* 


d 

Hence,  denoting  sin~^  j  by  o),  we  have 

The  integral  in  (12)  is  reduced  to  elKptic  integrals  of  the  first 
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and  second  kinds  by  the  formula  (Hymers's  Integral  Calculut, 
P-  219)  r  dif,        I  ii^Bin<f,coB<f> 

while  that  in  (14)  is  reduced  thus : 

/cot^<t»d<f> rdcotff}       f^4>^     cot4>     1/2  f  ^4> 

^  being  the  complement  of  A,  i.e.  ^^-i'^  =:  !• 

Potential  of  an  Ullipsoidal  Shell  at  any  external  point.  Let  it  be 
required  to  find  the  Potential  at  P  (Pig.  286)  due  to  the  homo- 
geneous shell  contained  between  pqr  and  pW  v.     By  Art.  343, 

this  Potential  =     ,  times  the  Potential 

-/(aHA2)(6«+X2)(c2  +  x2) 

produced  at  C  by  the  shell  PQme ;  and  since  the  axes  of  the 

outer  surface,  PQ,  are  kVa^-{-h?y  &c.,  it  is  easily  seen  that  this 
latter  Potential  is 

^SypkdkJ^   Jo   8in^e^cos^<^      sm^^Sm^ co?^'        ^^^^ 

But  we  have  shown  that  the  double  integral  in  this  expression 
is  equal  to 

'"'"  (16) 


'M. 


y(a2  +  A^+^t2)(62+X'-^  +  ;x2)(cHX2  +  /x') 

where  /(A)  =  ^^(a^+A*)  (42  +  x^)(c2  +  A-«).      Hence  if  d Fin  the 
Potential  of  the  shell  j»jr  at  P, 

dV^-ATtypabcMkf'^^.^  (17) 

Jq    x(m) 

where  x(m)  is  ^®  denominator  under  the  integral  in  (16). 


00 


00 


We  may  put  A^  +  m*  =  1^,  so  that  u       =  v     ,  and 

io  A 

C    vdv 
dF  =  ^^'jrypabc,idil      -^r\* 

A  fv) 

But  (p.  323)*rf*  =  -[(-^^,  +  ^-^^  +  ^h^y^^'^' 

Hence  integrating  from  A=ootoA  =  Aj,soasto  include  the 
whole  given  ellipsoid, 

r=  4.y,aJcj[^  {[^-^,  +'(4^  +  (?Tav]  S^M^^''  ^''^ 
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This  is  easily  reduced  to  a  simpler  form  thus.     Let 

/•»         aj2  f^  ^* 

[<^(oo)-<^(A)]XiA. 
Now  taking  the  term  in  a?  only,  we  have 


Adding  the  terms  in  y  and  z,  we  have,  since  -5 — —s  + ...  =  1, 
=  2:ryp«}.J^^   (1  -^-j^-  ^,-j^  -  ^^,)^^.  (19) 


Examples. 

1.  Find  the  attraction  of  a  homogeneous  ellipsoid  of  revolution 
round  the  minor  axis  (oblate  spheroid)  on  a  particle  placed  on  its 
surface. 

Here  a  =  6,  and  e  =  /  in  equations  (5),  p.  324  ;  therefore 

The  integral  is  most  easily  found  by  putting  eu  =  tan  $,    We  then 


z= 


^  SyMy  e     , 

"^= — TTTTV^^    g— ,  .    a); 


-^= -r^(e-tan  ^a). 

These  expressions  are  of  importance  in  the  theory  of  the  ficrure  of  the 
Earth. 

2.  A  homogeneous  fluid  mass,  self-attfacting  according  to  the  law 
of  nature,  is  acted  upon  at  every  element  by  a  force  proportional  to 
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the  mass  of  the  element  and  its  distance  from  an  axis  passing  through 
the  centre  of  mass  of  the  fluid.  Proye  that  an  ellipsoid  of  revolution 
round  the  axis  is  a  possible  figure  of  equilibrium  of  the  fluid. 

Let  kr  be  the  force  emanating  from  the  axis  on  a  unit  mass  at 
distance  r  from  the  axis.  Take  the  axis  as  axis  of  z,  and  assume  the 
surface  of  the  fluid  to  be  an  ellipsoid  of  revolution  whose  axes  are 

cVTT?,  cVl  +  «-,  e. 

Then  the  a;-component  of  force  on  a  unit  mass  on  the  surface  is 
{~~A-{'k)x,  where  A  has  the  value  in  example  1.  Hence  if  F  is  the 
potential  at  the  surface 

dV  =^  {-'A'{'k)xdx-{'{—A+k)ydy'-CzdZy 

which  is  zero,  since  if  the  potential  is  not  constant  over  the  sur^e  of 
a  fluid,  there  will  be  a  force  in  the  tangent  plane  causing  a  flow  from 
one  point  to  another.  Also  by  difierentiating  the  equation  of  the 
surface,  we  have  xdx4-vdv 

Hence  we  must  have        —A-^k^        1 

Substituting  the  values  of  A  and  C  from  last  example,  and  putting 
if=^7rc^(l+«*)p,  where  p  is  the  density  of  the  fluid,  this  equation 
gives  LgS 

^  +3e  =  (3+«»)tan-'e. 

Put  A;  =  ^TTp .  g ;  then  we  have 


— tan~V  =  0, 


3(3+«') 

which  determines  «,  the  eccentricity,  in  terms  of  q ;  and  e,  the  least 
axis,  is  known  from  M^  the  whole  mass  of  the  fluid. 

There  is  a  major  limit  to  the  value  of  q  in  order  that  equilibrium 
in  the  ellipsoidal  form  may  be  possible ;  but  into  the  discussion  of 
this,  which  is  somewhat  tedious,  we  do  not  enter.  [See  the  M^eani^u 
CelestCy  or  Besant's  Hydromechanics.'] 

3.  If  from  a  solid  homogeneous  ellipsoid  there  be  removed  any 
complete  ellipsoid,  find  the  attraction  at  a  point — (a)  inside  the 
remaining  mass,  (5)  inside  the  ellipsoidal  cavity. 

The  attraction  is  to  be  found  by  considering  the  cavity  to  be  filled 
with  matter  of  the  same  density  as  that  of  the  rest,  and  then  sub- 
tracting the  results  due  to  the  matter  which  is  imagined  to  fill  the 
cavity. 

Let  the  axes  of  the  complete  ellipsoid  be  taken  as  those  of  reference, 
and  let  the  axes  of  the  cavity  make  angles  (a^,  )3j,  y^,  (o^,  )3,,  y,), 
{"hf  ^n9  Ys)  ^^^  them.  Also  let  the  co-ordinates  of  the  attracted 
particle  with  reference  to  these  axes  be  (sc,  y,  z)  and  (a/,  y',  «'), 
respectively,  and  let  the  components  of  attraction  along  these  sets  of 
axes  be  (X,  7,  Z)  and  (Z',  F,  Z"). 
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'^^^  X=Ax,     T=By,    Z=zCz, 

where  A,  B,  C  are  constants ;  and 

X'=iiV,     r^B^i/,    Z'^O'Tf, 

where  if  the  attracted  particle  is  outside  the  cavity,  A\  ff^  (T  are 
variables,  but  if  inside,  constants. 

The  whole  force  parallel  to  the  axis  of  a;  on  a  unit  particle  is 

obviously  Z-(X'co8a,+  rcosa,  +  ^'cosa,), 

with  similar  expressions  for   the  components  along  the  axes  of  y 
and  z. 

If  the  attracted  particle  is  inside  the  cavity,  the  level  8urfiM>e 
passing  through  it  is  easily  found.  For,  the  virtual  work  of  the 
attraction  of  the  whole  ellipsoid  \%Xdx-\-  Ydy-^Zdz,  or  J<i(ila^  +  -ffy* 
+  Cz^) ;  and  that  of  the  attraction  of  the  small  ellipsoid  is  X'ixf 
+  Tdxf + Z'dz\  ox\d{A  V^ + ^ Y*  +  C"«^).  Hence  the  level  surfaces 
inside  the  cavity  are  given  by  the  equation 

ila^  + V  +  C'«2-^'a^-^y^-^«^  =  const. 

They  are  therefore  quadrics. 

We  could  in  the  same  way  find  the  effect  due  to  an  ellipsoidal  mass 
which  contains  in  its  interior  another  ellipsoidal  mass  (or  nucleus)  of 
density  different  from  that  of  the  remainder.  If  p  and  p^  are  the 
densities  of  the  two  portions  (j/>p)t  imagine  the  whole  to  consist  of 
a  homogeneous  mass  of  density  />,  and  add  the  effect  due  to  the 
nucleus,  supposed  of  density  p'—p. 

4.  Prove  that  an  oblate  spheroid  of  uniform  density  cannot  have 
its  own  surface  for  one  of  its  level  surfaces. 

[The  condition  that  its  own  surface  should  be  a  level  surface  is 

tan""^e  =         g,  which  cannot  be  satisfied  by  any  value  of  «,  except 
0-7-6 

zero.] 

5.  Prove  that  a  prolate  spheroid  of  uniform  density  cannot  have  its 
own  surface  for  a  level  surface. 

[By  putting  6  =  ifcV'— 1  in  the  last  result,  the  required  condition 

becomes  ,,      1+A;       Zk 

which  gives  by  expansion 

(3-A')(l  +  JA"  +  i**+...)  =  3,    or    -i-+i^  +  ...  =  0, 

O. O       O  .  7 

which  is,  of  course,  quite  impossible.] 

6.  Prove  that  in  the  spheroid  considered  in  example  2  the  re- 
sultant attraction  at  any  point  on  the  surface  is  proportional  to  the 
length  of  the  normal  between  that  point  and  the  axis  of  revolution. 

7.  Express  gravity  on  the  surface  of  such  a  spheroid  in  terms  of 
the  latitude. 
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[The  latitude  of  a  point  on  the  surface  is  the  angle  made  with  the 
pluie  of  the  equator  by  the  normal  at  the  point. 

If  E  denotes  the  value  of  gravity  at  liie  equator,  G  the  value  in 
latitude  X,  and  €  the  eccentricity  of  the  generating  ellipse, 

V^l-€*sin»X 

so  that  if  €  is  small,  the  increase  of  gravity  at  any  point  above  the 
equatorial  value  is  proportional  to  sin'  (latitude).] 

8.  The  components  of  attraction  of  a  homogeneous  ellipsoid  at  an 
internal  point  (a?,  y,  s^  being  Ax^  By,  Cz  (as  in  p.  324),  prove  that 

where  p  is  the  density  at  the  point. 

9.  From  a  continuous  mass,  M,  a  portion  M^  is  removed  and 
reduced  to  a  state  of  infinite  diffusion ;  show  that  the  work  thus 
done  is  /Vdn/^i/rdm\ 

the  integrals  being  extended  throughout  the  volume  of  iT  (while 
it  forms  part  of  M),  V  being  the  Potential  at  any  point  of  M'  due  to 
the  complete  mass,  V  the  Potential  due  to  M^  alone,  and  d^  an 
element  of  M^, 

10.  A  homogeneous  ellipsoid  of  density  p  and  semi-axes  a,  b,  c, 
contains  a  concentric  spherical  cavity  of  radius  r ;  prove  that  the 
work  done  in  filling  the  cavity  with  homogeneous  matter  of  density 
Pf  brought  from  a  state  of  diffusion,  is 


S"*""!'*/.  m-'"!' 


where  /(A)  =  V(a*  +  X')  (6'  +  X«)  (c»  +  \%  and  verify  this  result  for 
the  case  in  which  the  ellipsoid  is  a  sphere  (example  23,  p.  310). 
(Use  the  value  of  K  in  (6),  p.  326,  and  observe  that 

A  +  B-\-C=  — 47ryp, 

and  also  that    fo^dm'  z=if^dfn'  =zj*s?dm'  =  xz'^P'"^^ 

11.  If  the  external  level  surfiaices  of  any  attracting  system  are 
confocal  ellipsoids  defined  by  the  parameter  X  in  the  equation 


shew  that  the  potential  is  given  by  the  equation 

^■"^  2jy(o»  +  X)(^  +  X)(c«  +  X)' 

where  M  is  the  mass  of  the  attracting  system. 

(Transform  the  equation  V  F  =  0,  which  holds  for  all  points 
outside  the  mass,  into  a  differential  equation  in  which  A.  is  the 
independent  variable.     Thus 
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But  if  /;  is  the  central  perpendicular  on  the  tangent  plane  to  the 
ellipsoid  at  any  point,  we  easily  find  by  differentiating  the  equation 
connecting  A.  with  x,  y,  z^  that 

while      VU  =  2/(^^+^+^).     Therefore,  &c.) 


Section  IV. — GreetCd  Equation  and  Spherical  Hamumies. 

846.]  Green's  Equation.     Let  U  and  F  be  any  finite  and 

continuons  functions  of  the  co-ordinates  of  a  point  in  space,  and 

rf2        ^2       ^2 
let  V^  gtand,  as  usual,  for  the  operation  ^  +  T5  "*"  1~2* 

Take  any  closed  surface  (Pig.  ^87,  or 
Fig.  274,  p.  238);  let  dil  represent  an  ele- 
ment of  volume  of  the  space  inside  this 
surface,  and  let  dS  represent  any  element 
of  area  of  the  surface.  Then  we  shall  have 
Fig.  267.  the  following  equation,  which  is  due  to 

Green : 

fw^VdO.  =  fU  —  dS^  f(^^-L     ^^     ^^\da   (a) 
J  ~'J      dn         j^dx  dx       dy  dy       dz  dz  ^       '  ^  ' 

dn  in  this  equation  being  an  element  of  the  normal  to  the  sur- 
face drawn  outwards,  as  in  Art.  329. 

For,  e/£t  =  dxdydz,  so  that  the  left-hand  side  is 

d^V  .       r    d^F 

Consider  the  term  U  -^  separately.    Taking  /  U  -7-^  dx,  and 

integrating  between  the  extreme  values  of  x,  considering  y  and  z 
both  constant — i.e.  in  the  fig^e,  performing  a  summation  along 
the  line  j0i;?2  parallel  to  the  axis  of  a?— we  get 

in  which  the  sufiixes  denote  the  values  of  the  quantities  in 
brackets  at  the  extreme  points  ja^  and  p^  of  the  integration. 
Fig.  287  represents  the  line  p^  p^  as  meeting  the  given  closed 


///■ 
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surface  in  only  two  points,  but  our  result  holds  whatever  be 
the  number  of  these  points — observing  that  it  must  be  an  even 
number,  since  the  surface  is  closed.  Fig.  274,  p.  238,  will  repre- 
sent the  more  general  case  if  we  imagine  the  line  OQ  to  be 
parallel  to  the  axis  of  x ;  and  with  this  figure  the  terms  outside 
the  sign  of  integration  in  (l)  would  be 

rTT^^\      rrT^^\      (JT^^\      rjT^^\  /«x 

(^■^)r  ^^l^V  ^^^l"  ^^^  V         ^'^ 

The  integration  along  /?^  p^  is  performed  in  reality  along  a 
very  slender  parallelopiped  whose  transverse  section  is  dy  dz,  and 
not  along  a  line.  Multiplying  the  different  terms  of  (1)  by 
dydzy  we  have  the  right-hand  side  equal  to 

{U^)dydz.  (U^^)dydz-dyd.f^^-L^.         (3) 

Now  if  dS2  is  the  element  of  sur&ce  cut  off  by  the  parallelo- 
piped at  P2  and  if  Ag  is  the  angle  (represented  by  the  dotted 
line)  made  with  the  axis  of  x  by  the  outward-drawn  normal 

at  /?2  >  we  have  jy^z  =  cos Ag .  dS^ ;  (4) 

and  if  dS^  is  the  element  of  area  cut  off  at  jd^,  while  A^  is  the 
direction  angle  of  the  outward-drawn  normal  at  j^^,  measured 
in  tie  same  sense  as  at  p^ ,  we  have 

rfyrf;2f  =  — cosA^.e/iS^;  (6) 

with  exactly  like  results  in  the  general  figure.  Fig.  274,  p.  238, 
the  cosines  being  negative  at  the  points  i\,  is,  and  positive 
at  i^,  i4.     Hence  (3)  becomes 

iU^^Xd8)^+{u'^co.Xd8)-dydzJ^'^d.,    (6) 

and  hence 

A  denoting  the  angle  made  by  the  normal  at  any  point  with  the 
axis  of  ^. 

In  the  same  way,  if  /ui  and  v  are  the  angles  made  by  the 
normal  with  the  axes  of  ^  and  z^  we  have 
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Adding  (7),  (8),  and  (9)  together,  we  obtain  the  equation  (a). 
Writing  down  the  value  of  fW^UdQ.y  and  subtracting  the 
result  from  (a),  we  obtain 

/(uv^r-  rv«  u)dQ.  =fiu~  f^)  d&       (0) 

If  U  is  taken  identical  with  F,  we  have  the  result 

dF 


/rv^rdQ.z^Jf 


dS- 


)  +  (-;^)  +  (17)  ]^^-  W 


dn^      j^dx^    '    ^  dy  ^    *    ^dz 

Green's  Equation  is  probably  the  most  remarkable  and  power- 
ful analytical  result  in  the  whole  range  of  Mathematical  Physics. 
It  is  put  by  Sir  W.  Thomson  into  the  following  somewhat 
generalised  form 


f' 


d  ,<t» 


dx 


d ,  if> 


dr_ 


d  •ip 


dr^ 

dz 


dx 


dy 


dz 


da 


=fu<t^^^ds^J<t>{u,r,^u,r,+  u,r,)da,  (h) 


&c. 


where  (f>  is  any  function  whatever  and 

dj  dV 

^^''  dx'    ^       dx' 

This  is  at  once  deducible  as  before. 

Green's  equation  holds  also  for  the  space  included  between 

any  closed  sur&ce  S  (Kg.  288) 
and  any  closed  surfaces,  3f|, 
J/g,  included  by  S.  In  this 
case  the  boundary  of  the  space 
considered  is  not  continuous — 
that  is,  starting  from  any  one 
point.  Pi ,  on  the  boundary,  it 
is  not  possible  to  reach  every 
other  point  (such  as  PJ  on  the 


Fig.  388. 


X 


boundary  by  travelling  merely  over  the  boundary  itself. 

The  figure  represents  a  line  ijig**-^  parallel  to  the  axis  of 

/d^F 
U-j-Y  dx  is  performed,  and  the 

lines  ii»i,  P2''2>  -'^s^sj  •••  ^'^  *^®  elements  of  the  normals  drawn 
outwards  from  the  space  considered,  i.e.  the  space  included 
between  the  contours  of  S^  Jf^,  and  Jf^. 
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The  functions  U  and  V  may  be  any  whatever — subject  to  the 
conditions  of  being  finite,  continuous,  and  (as  we  shall  assume 
for  the  present)  single-valued. 

Take  17  =  (7  =  any  constant,  for  example^  and  the  equation 
(o)  becomes  ^  ,^ 

fv^VdCL^pLdS.  (,0) 

If  F  is  the  Potential  due  to  any  attracting  matter, 

(p.  280),  and  we  have  at  once  the  equation 

^4iryMi=/NdS,  (11) 

as  in  p.  264  ;  and  if  the  sur&ce  S  has  all  the  attracting  matter 
outside  it,  we  have  in  the  same  way  /NdS  =  0  (p.  264) ;  for  in 
Fig.  288  let  the  contour  of  M^  represent  any  closed  surfiEU^, 
let  M^  represent  any  attracting  matter  outside  this  surfEM^e,  and 
let  8  be  any  surface  completely  surrounding  both.  Applying 
Green's  equation  (10)  to  the  space  included  between  the  surfistces 
S  and  M^  and  the  contours  of  these  surfaces,  we  have 

-  4  Try  Jl/i  =  /NdS+fN'dS", 

where  N  and  dS  refer  to  the  surface  5,  and  N^  and  dS^  to  the 
surface  of  M.^.  But,  ignoring  the  surface  of  J/g  altogether, 
(11)  gives 

-47ryilfi  =  /AW5. 
Hence  /N'dS'=  0. 

The  quantity  —  V^F'is  called  by  Clerk  Maxwell  the  concentra^ 
Hon  of  V.  Hence  (10)  asserts  that  if  a  function  has  no  concen- 
tration at  any  point  inside  a  closed  sur&ce,  the  sur&ce-integral 
of  the  normal  variation  of  this  function  over  the  sur&ce  is  zero. 

As  another  example,  take  {7  =  F,  and  let  F  be  the  Potential 
due  to  any  attracting  matter.     Then  the  equation  becomes 

inyfrdm  =  -f^^  dS  +  flPdO.,  (c) 

where  R  is  the  resultant  force  intensity  at  any  point  inside 
the  closed  sur&ce,  dm  =  pdQ.=  element  of  mass  at  any  point 
inside,  and  y,as  usual>  the  gravitation  constant.  Now  (Art.  331) 
the  left-hand  side  of  (c)  is  Biry  times  the  Potential  Work  of 
the  attractive  forces  of  the  system^  or,  in  other  words,  8  ir  y  times 
the  amount  of  work  done  by  these  forces  in  bringing  the  system 
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from  a  state  of  infinite  division  to  its  present  configuration. 
Hence  the  right-hand  side  is  another  expression  for  the  same 
thing.  A  simpler  expression  is  obtained  by  taking  the  closed 
surffice  8  of  infinite  size,  i.e.  every  point  of  it  at  infinity.  Now 
if  none  of  the  attracting  matter  is  infinitely  distant,  F  =z  0  si 
every  point  of  this  infinitely  distant  surface ;   nevertheless  the 

/dV 
-j—dS  is   finite  and  = — iiryM^  where  M  is  the 
.  r    dF 

quantity  of  the  given  matter.     Hence  /  F-^  dS  over  this  sur^ 

face  must  be  zero,  and  we  have 

Airy/Fdm  =  flPdO.,  (Q 

the  integral  on  the  right-hand  side  being  taken  all  through 
the  attracting  matter  and  through  infinite  space  outside  the 
attracting  matter,  and  the  work  required  to  reduce  the  given 
self-attracting  system  to  a  state  of  infinite  diffusion  is 

the  integration  extending  through  aU  space  outside  the  matter^ 
and  through  the  matter  itself. 


Examples. 

1.  Take  the  case  of  a  homogeneous  solid  sphere  of  radius  a. 
Then  at  any  point  inside  F=  2iry/o(a'— Jr*),  r  being  the  distance 
of  the  point  from  the  centre.     We  may  take  dm  =  iTrpr^dr^  and 

we  find  i  fVdm  =  |y  — ,  where  M  =  mass  of  sphere. 

^        yM    ,      ^ 
At  any  external  point  B  =  --j- ;  therefore 

fl^dQ.  =  y'Jipfff^drdiid<t>  =  ^TrfJlpX* 

At  any  internal  point  /?=— ^wy/or,     .*.     fB^dQ.  —  \'ny^]\P.-\ 

a 

and  the  sum  of  these  two  integrals  divided  by  Sir y  gives  the  same 

value  of  the  Potential  work  as  before.     (See  p.  310.) 

2.  Supposing  that  a  sphere  of  water  is  brought  together  by  mutual 
attractions  of  particles  from  a  state  of  infinite  diffusion,  find  its  radius 
if  the  amount  of  work  done  by  these  forces  is  sufiicient  to  raise  its 
temperature  l^C. 

Let  a  centimHres  be  its  radius.    Then  the  number  of  ergs  done  by 

the  forces  is  ^yM^  •  -»  where  M  =  its  mass  in  grammes  =  ^Tro*. 
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But   1  water-gramme-centigrade  degree  is  equivalent  to  42x10' 

ergs  (Joule's  Dynamical  Equivalent  of  heat).     Hence  the  heat,    in 

ergs,   required   to   raise   M  grammes    through   1°  is   42x1 0'xi/. 

Therefore  i 

fyif».-  =  42xl0«xif; 
a 

and  we  know  that  y  = dynes  (Art.  321) : 

1543x10*    ^        ^  " 

.-.    a  =  J  A   / X  1 0*  centimetres 

=  16  xlO«  (roughly). 

Now  the  Earth's  radius  =  637  x  10*  cms.;    therefore  the  diameter 

J,  ,            .                                  Earth's  diameter 
of  the  required  water  sphere  = j^r ,  roughly. 

3.  If  any  surface,  S,  enclosing  a  given  distribution  of  mass  is  a 
surface  of  zero  potential  for  this  mass,  the  potential  of  the  system  is 
constantly  zero  at  all  points  outside  S. 

Draw  an  infinitely  distant  sphere  enclosing  the  system,  and  apply 

Green's  equation,  taking  U  =:V,to  the  space  between  this  sphere  and 

the  given  surface  S,     The  volume-integral  fV^^V, dil  taken  through 

this  space  is  zero,  since  V'Fis  evervwhere  zero.    Also  the  two  surface- 

dV 
V  —  dSy  one  taken  over  S  and  the  other  over  the  infinitely 

distant  sphere,  both  vanish — the  former  evidently,  the  latter  because 

Fis  of  the  order  —  while  —  is  of  the  order  — j-,  and  dS  is  of  the 

r  dn  'T 

type  r^d\xd<\>,  so  that  the  infinitely  great  value  of  r  reduces  to  zero 

dV 
each  term  V  —  dS,     Hence  Green's  equation  reduces  to  /K^dQ^  =  0, 

where,  as  in  (t),  Art.  346,  R  is  the  resultant  force-intensity  at  any 
point  in  the  space  considered ;  .•./?  =  0  at  each  point,  i.e.  Y  is  con- 
stant, and  equal  to  zero  everywhere. 

4.  If  for  each  of  two  different  material  systems,  M  and  J/',  a  cer- 
tain surface,  Sy  which  encloses  both,  is  a  surSface  of  constant  potential, 
all  the  external  level  surfaces  of  M  are  also  level  surfaces  of  if. 

For,  let  A  be  the  constant  value  of  the  potential  of  M  on  5,  and  let 

A'  be  the  constant  value  for  if  on  S,     Then,  if  we  increase  the 

A 
density  at  every  point  of  i/'  in  the  constant  ratio  -p,  we  obtain  a 

mass  system  occupying  the  position  of  M\  whose  total  quantity  is 

-pif  and  whose  potential  on  5  is  A,     Reverse  the  sign  of  every 

element  of  this  new  mass,  and  take  this  reversed  system  conjointly 

with  M,     We  then  have  a  mass  system,  M—  -j-,  ^y  producing  con- 

stant  zero  potential  over  the  surface  S^  and  therefore  at  every  point 

VOL.  II.  z 


integrals  / 
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outside  S,  by  last  example.     Hence  every  level  surface  of  M  between 

S  and  infinity  is  also  a  level  surface  of  M^,  and  the  ratio  of  the  poten- 

A 
tials  is,  on  all,  -t>  • 

Thus  is  proved  the  equivalence  of  the  ellipsoidal  shell,  qp^,  Fig.  286, 
with  the  shell  Qs  so  far  as  attraction  at  all  points  outside  both,  or  at  the 
outer  surface  of  the  latter,  is  concerned. 

5.  If  two  different  masses  of  equal  amounts  have  the  same  external 
level  sui-faces,  prove  that  fffp  U dandy dz  is  the  same  for  both,  where 
U  is  any  function  satisfying  Laplace's  equation. 

By  example  16,  p.  309,  we  see  that  their  Potentials  must  be 
identical  at  all  external  points.  Let  F  be  the  Potential  on  any 
common  level  surface.  Then  applying  Green's  equation  O),  p.  334, 
to  the  volume  and  surface  of  this  level  surface,  we  have  for  one  of 
the  masses  r  C    dV  CdU 

Now  since  U  has  no  concentration  inside  the  surface  (p.  335)  we 


///  FT 
-^  dS=Oi  also  pdD.  =  dm  =  the  element  of  mass;  therefore 

J  ^T^y  J 


'"^  as. 


dn 

dV 
For  the  other  mass  -r—  is  the  same  as   for  the   first,    since   their 

dn 

Potentials  are  equal  at  all  points.     Hence  for  it 


fudm'=---^  fcr^dS, 
J  4TryJ       dn 


which  gives  yU dm  ^=y*Udm^,  as  required. 

If  the  two  masses  are  not  equal,  these  integrals  are  proportional  to 
their  amounts ;  or  /  Udm     fUdm' 

6.  If  two  different  masses  have  the  same  external  level  surfaces, 
they  have  the  same  centre  of  mass  and  the  same  principal  axes  at 
this  point,  and  their  Ellipsoids  of  gyration  are  confocal. 

For,  let  i7  =  a?  in  (a),  and  we  have  x^=q/.  Similarly  if  ^  =  y,  and 
U^=Zy  we  obtain  y =y',  &c.    We  may  take  the  centre  of  mass  as  origin. 

Secondly,  let  U  —  ixn/  (which  satisfies  V'^  =  0) ;  then 


—jxydm  =  j^Axydm' ; 


so  that  if  the  products  of  inertia  round  the  axes  of  co-ordinates 
vanish  for  the  first  mass,  they  also  vanish  for  the  second.  Take  the 
principal  axes  as  axes  of  co-oitiinates. 

Thirdly,  let   U  =  y*  +  2^—2x\  and  if -4,... -4',...  are  the  principal 
moments  of  inertia,  we  have 
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Two  similar  equations  also  follow.     Hence 

7.  Prove  that  the  mean  value  of  any  continuous  function,  0,  taken 
over  a  sphere  of  radius  a  exceeds  the  value  which  the  function  has 
at  the  centre  of  the  sphere  by 


-  A--- 


)V^(t>.da, 


this  integral  being  taken  through  the  volume  of  the  sphere,  and  r 
being  the  distance  of  any  point  from  the  centre. 

Kound  the  centre  of  the  sphere  describe  a  circle  of  extremely  small 
radius,  b,  and  apply  Green's  equation  to  the  space  between  the  two 
spheres.     This  space  has  for  boundary  the  surfaces  of  the  two  spheres. 

Let be  taken  as  U.     Then  from  (B\  Art.  346,  since  V^U  =  0, 

J  V     a'  Jir       a'  dr  J^r      a'  dr 


-f'^i'^'^l'^i^' 


the  integi'als  with  suffix  1  referring  to  the  surface  of  the  outer  sphere 
(for  which  dn  =  dr),  and  those  with  suffix  2  to  the  surface  of  the 
inner  (for  which  dn  =  ^dr).  Now  the  first  integral  on  the  right- 
hand  side  is  zero,  •,•  r  =  a  ;  the  third  integral  =  —^  I  ^dS;  the 
fourth  =  —  — /<^(f5=— 4'n'<^o  (where  (p^  is  the  value  of  <f>  at  the 

centre)  because  <^  at  every  point  on  the  surface  of  the  small  sphere 
is  very  nearly  constant,  and  y*dS  =^  47^6^     Also  the  second  integral 

is  zero,  because  --^  is  very  nearly  the  same  at  all  points  on  the  small 

dr 

sphere,  and  r  =  5  at  all  points,  so  that  this  integral 
which  is  infinitely  small  since  6  is  so.     Hence  we  have 

/(^ -  -J  ^<t>da = i  yi  dS-4^<l>„ 

which  gives  the  desired  result. 

If  <^  is  the  Potential  of  matter  wholly  external  to  the  sphere,  we 
have  the  result  in  example  12,  p.  306. 

If  there  is  matter  internal  as  well  as  external  to  the  sphere,  it  can 
be  shown  at  once  that  the  mean  value  of  the  Potential  on  the  surface 
is  equal  to  the  Potential  at  the  centre  due  to  the  external  mass,  plus 

z  2, 
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the  Potential  which  would  be  produced  at  the  centre  by  distributing 
the  internal  mass  as  a  shell  over  the  surface  ;  in  other  words, 

4  7rav  a 

8.  If  <^  is  any  function  of  the  co-ordinates  of  a  point,  F,  and  round 

P  as  centre  a  small  sphere,  of  radius  r,  be  described,  prove  that  if  <^ 
is  the  mean  value  of  ^  (i.e.,  mean  volume- value)  for  all  points  within 
the  sphere,  ^^^^^^y,^^ 

347.]  Bemarkable  Consequenoe  of  Green  a  Equation.  The 
first  result  that  we  shall  deduce  from  Green's  Equation  is  the 
following^,  which  is  of  fundamental  importance  in  the  theory  of 
Attraction — 

TAere  canvot  be  two  different  functions  which  both  satisfy  La- 
places  equation  at  every  point  of  a  closed  region  of  space  and  which 
have  both  the  same  value  at  every  point  of  the  surface  or  surfaces 
bounding  this  region. 

If  possible,  let  there  be  two  different  functions  V  and  U  such 
that  at  every  point  in  the  region  enclosed  by  the  surface  in 
Kg.  287,  p.  332,  or  at  every  point  in  the  region  included  between 
the  surfiices  of  5,  M^^  and  M^  in  Fig.  288,  we  have 

V2r=0  and  V^t/'rrO, 

and  also  such  that  F  =  U  at  every  point  on  the  bounding  surface 
in  Kg.  287,  and  at  every  point  on  the  surface  5,  every  point  on  the 
surface  of  J/j,  and  every  point  on  the  surface  of  ^^2  ^^  ^^S'  ^^^^ 

Then  our  theorem  is  that  V  and  U  must  be  identical. 

For,  by  Green's  equation,  if  <f>  is  any  function, 

in  which  ^X2  is  any  element  of  volume  of  the  space  considered 
and  dS  SLTi  element  of  area  of  the  boundary. 

Let  <^  =  F—  U.  Then  by  hypothesis  V^<^  =  0  at  every  point 
in  the  volume,  and  <^  =  0  at  every  point  on  the  boundary ;  hence 

*"  "^"^  /Kg)  -  0  *  i^)'y^ = »• 

Now  this  asserts  that  a  summation  of  a  sum  of  squares  is 
zero,  which  cannot  be  unless  every  term  in  the  summation  =  0. 
Hence  at  every  point  in  the  volume  considered  we  must  have 

dF      dU        dF      dU       dF      dU 

^___^_ "—  _i_^  •     _____  ^^  _^^  •     _____  •^^  _____  • 

dx  ^  dx  *      dy    "^  dy  ^      dz   ^  dz  ^ 
and  these  require  T  =  ?7  at  every  point  of  the  included  space. 
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The  application  of  this  result  to  the  theory  of  Potential  is 
obvious.  M^ ,  M2  may  be  any  distributions  of  attracting  matter 
and  S  an  infinitely  distant  surface.  If  no  portion  of  the  attract- 
ing matter  is  contemplated  as  at  infinity,  the  Potential  has  a 
zero  value  at  every  point  on  S.  Then  the  Theorem  just  proved, 
when  applied  to  the  region  included  between  the  infinitely  distant 
surface  and  the  contours  of  M^  and  M^ — i.e.  to  the  whole  of  the 
space  external  to  the  masses  M^  and  M.^ — comes  to  this :  if  we 
know  any  function,  F,  of  the  co-ordinates  (a?,  y,  z)  which  vanishes 
for  all  points  at  infinity,  which  at  every  point  on  the  contours  of 
M^  and  J/g  has  the  value  of  the  Potential  of  these  masses  at  the 
point,  and  which  at  every  point  outside  these  masses  satisfies 
Laplace's  equation  V^T  =  0  ;  then  V is  the  Potential  produced 
by  the  masses  at  any  point  (^,y,  z)  of  the  space  external  to  them. 

For,  the  Potential  satisfies  all  these  conditions,  and  as  there  is 
only  one  function  which  can  do  so,  the  given  function,  F,  must 
be  the  Potential. 

348.]  Central  Solid  of  Beyolution.  Theorem  of  Iiegendre. 
For  the  case  in  which  the  attracting  matter  forms  any  central 
solid  of  revolution  we  shall  now  prove  the  following  remarkable 
result  which  was  first  proved  by  Legendre :  If  in  the  case  of  any 
body  which  is  symmetrical,  both  as  to  shape  and  to  density^  about  an 
axis,  we  know  a  Potential  function  (of  x,  y,  z  or  any  other  co^ 
ordinates  which  determine  the  position  of  a  point)  which  for  all  points 
on  the  axis  outside  the  body  is  the  Potential  of  the  body  at  these 
points,  this  function  is  the  Potential  at  every  point  outside  the  body. 

[The  expression  *  Potential  function  '  is  here  used  for  brevity 
to  signify  one  satisfying  Laplace's  equation,  V*<^  =  0.] 

Legendre's  proof  of  this  theorem  (which  is  that  commonly 
employed)  will  be  subsequently  given.  The  following  seems  to 
be  more  simple  and  elementary. 

The  Potential  for  this  case  must  be  simply  a  function  of  the 
two  cylindrical  co-ordinates  z,  f  (Art.  329).  Hence  if  Tis  the 
Potential  at  any  point, 

d^r      d^r       IdF      ^ 

Let  U  be  the  function  which  we  know^  and  which  satisfies  the 
conditions  above  enunciated.  Then  U  also  satisfies  (1).  Let 
(p  =  F—  U ;  then  (p  also  satisfies  the  equation  (l),  or 


342  THEOBT   OF   ATTRACTION.  [348. 

Now  all  along  the  axis  of  z  we  have  <^  =  0,  and  therefore 

dz        ^'      dz^        ^'       dz^  -t^,.... 

With  these  conditions,  and  with  the  condition  that  (2)  holds  for 
all  values  of  z  and  Cy  ^6  wish  to  show  that  all  the  differential 

coeflScients  of  ^,  such  as  ,  mj/-^ »  vanish   at  all  points  on  the 

axis  of  z. 

Firstly,  at  all  points  on  the  axis  of  z  (since  f  =  0)  we  have 

by  (2)  d4, 

Again,  differentiating  (2)  with  respect  to  f  and  putting  C=  0, 
we  have  ^2^ 

Differentiating  (2)  »  times  with  respect  to   C  we  have   by 
Leibnitz's  Theorem 

so  that  at  all  points  on  the  axis  of  z 

^^(;^)+(^+')-;^  =  ^-  (^) 

d*-^d> 
Hence  if  at  all  points  on  the  axis  ^  =  0,  we  shall  have 

^j.n+1  ~  ^'    ^"*  ^  *^^  T72  ^^^  l^oth  been  proved  to  vanish 

at  all  points  on  the  axis,  and  therefore  all  the  differential  co- 
efficients of  <^  with  respect  to  C  vanish  on  the  axis ;  and  hence 
also,  on  account  of  the  independence  of  the  order  of  differentiation, 

all  of  the  form  ,  ■    .^^  also  vanish  on  the  axis. 

dz'^dC 

Now,  by  Maelaurin's  Theorem,  if  <^  =y*(r,  Q,  we  have 

where  (bny  (-t-)  ,  ...  mean  the  values  of  (b  and  its  differential 
^az\ 

coefficients  when  (0, 0)  are  put  for  (-?,  C),     Hence,  by  what  has 
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just  been  proved,  <^  is  zero  everywhere — that  is,  V  is  identical 
with  U. 

The  same  proof  shows  that  if  we  know  a  Potential  function,  17, 
which  at  every  point  inside  the  attracting^  mass  satisfies  the 
equation  V^  t7  =  — 47ryp,  and  if  U  for  all  points  on  the  axis  of 
symmetry  is  the  Potential,  it  is  the  Potential  for  aW  points  in  the 
mass.  For,  putting  <^  =  V—  U^  we  have  still  the  equation  (2), 
with  all  its  consequences,  for  <^  ;  and,  as  before,  we  prove  <^  =  0 
for  all  points. 

349.]  IiaplaoianB.  Let  0  be  any  fixed  orig^in,  P  a  point 
whose  polar  co-ordinates  are  (r,  ^,  <^)  and  P'  a  point  whose 
co-ordinates  are  (/,  6\  <^').  Then,  denoting,  as  previously, 
cos  ^  by  M  and  cos  6^  by  /n',  the  reciprocal  of  the  distance  between 
P  and  P'  is 

^  (o) 

Now  since  the  reciprocal  of  the  distance  between  P  and  any 

AM 

other  point  is  the  type  of  a  Potential  function  ( pp>  is*  ^^  fact, 

the  Potential  at  P  due  to  a  mass  m  condensed  at  P^),  it  follows 

that  the   expression   (a)   satisfies   the   equation  V^  (piy)  =  ^ 

where  V^  =  -r-^  +  -j-^  +  ^  >   or  its  equivalent  operation    in 

{r,fi,(f>\  or  in  (^,  C<^);   and  again  that  V'^  (p^)  =  0,  where 

V'^  signifies  the  same  operations  with  reference  to  the  co-ordinates 

ofP'. 

Again,  the  expression  (a)  may  be  developed  in  an  infinite 

/ 
series  proceeding  by  powers  of  the  ratio  — ,  or  of  the  ratio 

r  .  .  ^    .  . 

— ,  the  coefficients  of  these  successive  powers  being  functions  of 

M>  hi  4>i  <^'»     Moreover,  any  one  coefficient — as,  for  instance,  that 

of  (— ) — is  a   rational  integral  function   of  fx,    v^l— /n^  cos<^. 


\/l  — /n^  8in<^,  and  is  the  very  same  function  of  [iy  V\  — /n'*  co8<^', 

yi—jui'^sin  <^'.     It  is,  again,  obviously  the  same  whether  pp> 

r  / 

is  developed  in  powers  of  -7  or  of  —  • 
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Let  this  development  be 

lie  /         /2  /*         ) 

The  coefficients  of  this  development  possess  very  remarkable 
properties,  and  we  shall  call  them  LaplacianSj  after  Laplace,  to 
whom  their  employment  is  due. 

Thus  L^  is  the  Laplacian  of  the  /*^  degree.  We  may  speak  of 
it  as  the  Laplacian  of  the  i^  degree  for  the  two  points  P,  P', 
whose  angular  co-ordinates  are  involved  in  it. 

If,  regarding  /,  ^',  </>'  as  constant,  we  perform  the  operation 
V*  on  the  right-hand  side  of  ()3),  since  the  result  is  zero  for  all 
values  of  r  and  /,  the  coefficients  of  the  several  powers  must  all 
separately  vanish.     Thus  we  must  have 

^'^x  =  0-  {y) 

Similarly,  if,  regarding  r,  /ut,  <^  as  constant,  we  i)erform  the 
operation  V\  we  must  have  V'^  (/*-£<)  =  0,  and  therefore  of 
course,  by  symmetry,        V^(i^Li)  =  0.  (h) 

Substituting -7^— for  Fin  (6),  p.  281,  we  have  the  differential 

equation      ^r  dlA  1     d^L^     .,.       .. 

and    the   substitution   of  r^L^   for   V  gives  exactly  the    same 
equation. 

The  value  of  i,  can,  of  course,  be  found  by  simple  binomial 
expansion  of  (a) ;  but  such  a  method  is  very  tedious,  and  we 
shall  adopt  a  different  one. 

Let  A  be  put  for  mm'+  Vl  —  M^  VT^^^  cos  (<^  —  <^'),  and  let 

This  ffives  ^      ,a?^  — 1 

e  a:  =  A4-^-2— , 

from  which  we  can  expand  x  in  ascending  powers  of  k  by  La- 
grange's Theorem  (Williamson'^  Biff.  CaL,  chap.  VII.). 
Thus 

^  =  ^  +  T--2-+TT2rf-A(-2-)+- 

"^  JT  d\F'^\~2~ )  ■*■••••     ^^^ 
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Now  from  (l)  we  have  -j-  =  (1  —  2  AA  +  ^2)~ »,  which  by  hypo- 
thesis, when  expanded  in  powers  of  h  is 

Differentiating  (2)  with   respect  to  A,  and  identifying  the 
coefficients  of  h^  in  the  two  values  of  -j-  »  we  have 

By  actually  expanding  (A*—  1)'  and  differentiating,  we  have 
L,=  ~^2i{2i-\).,.{i+\)>}-iK.-\. 

which  shows  that  L^  is  a  rational  integral  function  of  the  »"* 

degree  of  m>  V^l— m*cos0,  >/!— /n^sin^, 
and  the  very  same  function  of  /ut', 

a/1— m'^cosc^',  yi-/^sin<^'. 

In  the  figure  (Fig.  289)  let  the  spherical 

triangle  be  that  in  which   a  sphere  is 

intersected  by  the  axis  of  z  (from  which  0  «.      « 

•1/1/  i\         1     1      ^.         y^Ti  Fig.  aSo. 

and  o   are  measured),  and  the  lines  OP 

and  O'P'j  these  lines  meeting  the  surfiice  in  o,p^p\  respectively. 

The  point  0  being  the  pole  from  which  angles  are  measured,  the 

function  ^^  satisfies  the  differential  equation 

rd      ^d        d     .         ^.   d  1       /P-,    1 

but  if  jo'  is  taken  as  pole,  the  expression  for  PP^  involves  only 
OP,  OP'^  and  cos\^  (or  A),  without  any  term  in  longitude. 
Hence  we  have 

r-d     g,  d        d     .       ^o\  d-x    \ 

and  putting  here  for  -pjp^  the  development  (^3),  and  equating  to 
zero  the  coefficients  of  the  several  powers  of  r,  we  have 
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L^  being  given  by  (C),  and  satisfying  (9),  we  conclude  generally 
that  any  function,  Jf,  of  the  form 

X=.-i^',  ,3) 

where  a  does  not  involve  a?,  will  satisfy  the  equation 

The  value  of  i/<  as  given  by  (f )  is  not  of  much  practical  use- 
To  make  it  useful,  it  must  be  exhibited  as  a  series  of  cosines  of 
multiples  of  (p  —  tf/  (which  we  may  denote  by  «)  thus : 

Li  =  Mq  +  MiCOSo)  +  M2  cos  2ai  +  ...+Jtficosia),  (5) 

the  series  ending  with  cos/o),  because  the  highest  power  of 
cos  0)  in  Li  is  the  «'***,  and  we  know  by  elementary  Trigonometry 
that 

2*"^cos*<i>  =  cosi«+icos(«  — 2)a)+-^ — -- cos(i  — 4)«+ .... 

1  •  ^ 

Laplace  deduces  L^  in  the  desired  form  (5)  by  elementary 
algebraic  processes;  but  as  we  prefer  to  present  it  in  a  more 
succinct  form  than  that  given  by  Laplace,  we  shall  turn  in  the 
next  Article  to  the  consideration  of  functions,  generally,  which 
satisfy  the  equation  V^T  =  0. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  if  ft  =  /n'  and  <^  =  (f>\  the  points 
p  and  y  (Fig.  289)  coincide,  and  PI^=  r—/,  so  that  every 
Laplacian  becomes  equal  to  unity — as  is  verified  by  putting 
A  =  1  in  (C). 

In  general,  any  Laplacian  for  two  points,  p  and  p\  has 
reference  to  a  certain  fixed  point  or  pole,  0,  and  is  a  function  of 
the  position-angles  (^,  <^,  ^,  </>')  of  these  points  with  regard  to 
the  pole.  If  either  point,  as  p,  is  taken  as  pole,  the  Laplacian 
(being  always  simply  a  function  of  cos  yjf)  will  reduce  to  a  function 
of  f/  alone,  and  its  value  is  then  obtained  by  taking  ft  =  1  and 
<^— </)'=  0  in  its  general  expression.  In  this  case — i.e.  when  one 
of  the  two  related  points  in  the  Laplacian  is  the  pole — the 
Laplacian  is  called  a  Legendres  coefficient,  which  therefore  ex- 
presses exactly  the  same  thing  as  the  Laplacian,  but  by  a 
transformation  of  co-ordinates.  In  this  special  form  these 
functions  were  employed  by  Legendre  before  Laplace  used  them 
in  the  general  form. 


350']  SPHERICAL   HARMONICS.  347 

350.]  Spherical  Hannonios.  To  determine  a  homogeneom 
function  of  a?,  y,  z^  of  the  most  general  form,  which  satisfies  the 
equation  V^F  =  0. 

Firstly,  such  a  function  involves  2  i  + 1  arbitrary  constants, 
because  it  contains  ^(i+l)(e  +  2)  terms;  and  V^T,  being  a 
rational  integral  function  of  degree  i  —  2,  will  contain  ^i(i— 1) 
separate  terms.  The  condition  that  V^F  should  vanish  for  all 
values  of  a?,y,  z  is  that  the  coefficient  of  each  of  these  J»  (i—  l)  is 
zero;  so  that  we  have  ii{i—l)  equations  between  the^(i+l) 
(» +  2)  coefficients.     This  leaves  2  i  +  1  of  them  independent. 

Changing  from  Cartesian  to  polar  co-ordinates,  such  a  function 

will  be  of  the  form  t^Y^,  where  T^  is,  of  course,  a  rational,  in- 
tegral, and  homogeneous  ftmction  of  fi,  >/!— /x^cos</),  and 
vT—fi?  sin<^,  and  7)  will  satisfy  the  equation  (c),  p.  344,  or 

We  can  now  show  that  a  value  of  Ji  which  is  the  product  of 
a  function  of  /x  only  and  a  function  of  (p  only  can  be  found  to 
satisfy  this  equation  *.  Let  Y^  =  M^y  where  3/*  is  a  function  of 
ft  only  and  4>  a  function  of  <^  only.     Then  we  have 

where  n  is  a  constant.     Then 

4>  =  2^  cosf»<^  +  ^6in;i<^.  (4) 

Equation  (2)  for  -Sf  now  becomes,  putting  i  for  i  (f+ 1), 

Now  if  V  =     ^     ^    '-  >  we  have  shown  (last  Art.)  that 

and  we  proceed  to  show  that  x  ^^^  ^^  determined  so  that  the 

d^v 
value  M  =  x  -r^  will  satisfy  the  equation  (5). 


♦  This  method  »  found  in  Ferrers's  Spherical  Harmonies,  p.  78,  »  work  which 
ought  to  be  studied  by  the  student  who  desires  to  pursue  this  subject  further. 
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fl^  If)  /i^  t)  wV 

For  brevity  denote  ^  by  t'„   ^^,by  »,+i,  ^  by  x",  &c 

Then  (5)  becomes 

(l-f**)xf.42+2{(l-MV-MX}«',+i 

+  |0-MV-2Mx'+(*-i^,)x}«'.=  0.    (7) 

Differentiate  (6)  n  times,  employing  the  theorem  of  L^bnitz. 
Then 

Now  identifying  (7)  and  (8),  if  {)08sible,  we  have 

(i-mV+«mx  =  o.  (9) 

(1  -M*)x"-  2mx'+«  {« + 1  -  YZ^}  X  =  0 ;         (10) 

and  since  (10)  is  deducible  &om  (9)  by  differentiation,  the  iden- 
tification of  (7)  and  (8)  is  possible.     IVom  (9)  we  have 

x=«(i-M*r. 

where  a  is  any  constant.     Hence 

lf=a(l^M*)    — rf-THT-^^  W 

and  the  function 

(l-M*)^^-^J^(^cosa<^  +  ^8in«4'),  (/3) 

where  «  may  obviously  be  any  integer  from  0  to  i,  satisfies  the 

equation  (l) ;  and  this  function  when  multiplied  by  r*  is  the 

type  of  rational  integral  functions  of  a?,  y,  z  satisfying  Laplace's 

equation  V^F  =  0. 

All  such  functions  are  called  Spherical  Harmonics. 

/  . 
The  coefiicients  of  the  various  powers  of  -—  in  the  expansion 

of  -pjy ,  which  we  have  spoken  of  as  Laplacians^  are,  of  coarse, 

Spherical  Harmonics  particularised. 

The  function  r^T^  (which  is  a  homogeneous  function  of  a?, 
y,  z)  is  called  a  Solid  Spherical  Harmonic,  or  simply  a  Solid 
Harmonic,  of  the  «***  degree  ;  while  the  portion  Jj-,  which  is 
a  function  of  /x  and  </>,  is  called  a  Surface  Harmonic. 

Again  (see  Art.  329)  corresponding  to  a  Solid  Spherical 
Harmonic  T*Y^  o{  jposilive  degree,  i,  there  is  a  Solid  Spherical 

r 

Harmonic,  -^j ,  of  negative  degree,  —  (» + 1). 
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Any  expression  of  the  form  (/3)  is  called  a  Tesseral  Surface 
Harmonic  of  degree  i  and  order  n. 

When  «  =  0,  the  Tesseral  Harmonic  becomes 

dy}~     ' 

multiplied  by  a  factor  independent  of  /ex,  and  this  is  called  a 
Zonal  Harmonic  of  the  i*^  degree.  The  Zonal  Harmonic  of  the 
i^^  degree  becomes  identical  in  form  with  the  Laplacian  when  j/ 
is  taken  as  pole  (Fig.  289),  and  in  order  that  it  may  assome 
the  value  unity  when  fi  =  1,  we  take 

(p.  346)  where  we  use  TJ  to  denote  the  Zonal  Harmonicof  .the 
t*^  degree. 

It  is  evident  that  the  sum  of  all  such  terms  as  (0),  each  mul- 
tiplied by  an  arbitrary  constant,  n  receiving  all  values  from 
0  to  }  both  inclusive,  will  satisfy  (l);  and  that  this  sum  of 
terms  gives  us  a  function,  Y-^  involving  2i-\-\  arbitrary  con- 
stants.    It  is,  therefore,  the  function  sought. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  Zonal  Harmonic  P^  is  the  base  or 
source  of  the  general  Spherical  Harmonic  of  the  ****  degree. 
Thus,  for  example,  the  Spherical  Harmonic  of  the  3rd  degree  is 
derived  from  the  source        cPluj^^l  Y 

i.e.  from  120|ui^  — 72/li,  or,  neglecting  a  numerical  jGsictor,  from 
S/x^  — 3/x;  and  this  Harmonic  will  be  the  sum  of  the  terms 
obtained  by  giving  n  the  values  0, 1,  2,  3  in  the  expression 

n  d^ 
(1 -/Li2)T  _.  (5;x3- 3/x) .  (^  cos«<^  +  jB  8in«<^). 

It  is  therefore  of  the  general  form 

^o(5/x3-3iLi)  +  (l-M*)*(5M^-l)(^iCO80  +  Asin<^) 

+  (l-M*)»(i<3C083<^  +  58  8in3<^), 

the  coefficients  A^^A^^,,,  being  all  arbitrary  constants. 

The  corresponding  Solid  Harmonic  is  obtained  by  multiplying 
this  by  r^. 

The  homogeneity  of  the  expression  for  J]  as  a  function  of  fi, 
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\/l— fx2cos<^,  \/l--/i^sin0  may  not  be  at  once  apparent.  For 
example,  the  term  -^Q(5fx^— 3f/)  comes  from  the  function 

A^{5z^-3z{x^+f  +  2^)},  or  AQ{2z^-3x^-3f)z, 
from  which  the   term  in   (f)  disappears  in  consequence  of  the 
relation  sin^0  +  cos^<^  =  1. 

We  are  now  in  a  position  to  express  the  Laplacian  L^.  Since 
it  is  a  spherical  surfiice  harmonic  of  the  i^^  degree  both  in  the 
co-ordinates  (/x,  0)  and  in  the  co-ordinates  (m^<^^  and  involves 
both  in  identically  the  same  way,  its  general  term  must  be 

4.(1  -M»)'  (1  -mY  ^5^  cosnii>-n  (8) 

where  A^  is  a  &ctor  i  dependent  of  m?  m'>  <<>>  0'  5  ^^^d  A  ^  *^® 
sum  of  all  such  terms  obtained  by  giving  n  values  from  0  to  t, 
inclusive. 

For  the  purpose  of  actual  calculation,  it  will  be  better  to 
write  the  coefficient  of  cos  n{(j}  —  0')  in  the  form 

Since  the  determination  of  C^  is  merely  the  analytical  pro- 
cess of  identifying  the  expression  (c)  with  the  coefficient  of 
cos  n  {(f>—(l>^)  in  the  value  of  L^  given  in  (f).  Art.  349,  we  may 
obviously  suppose  /x  =  1/.     In  this  case  (c)  becomes 

and  the  highest  term  in  fx  in  this  expression  is 

C,,(-l)-(2i.2i-l...«-«+l)V^*.  (12) 

Now  using  o)  for  (l>—<f>\  in  this  case 

A  =  fi^  +  (1  — M^)  cos  0) ; 

.-.   X«  - 1  =  (2  sin  |)  '  (m*-  1 )  (m*  8in«  |  +  cos*  |) 

=  (2sin2^)>sin«|+0. 
if  we  put  ft*  —  1  =  f . 

Again,  ^  = •  ^-      Hence  the  value  of  i<  becomes 

2  sin*  - 
2 
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We   shall    derminine    C^  by   equating    the   coefficient   of  the 

highest  power  of  /x  (or  of  ^)  in  the  coefficient  of  cos  wco  in  (13) 

to  the  expression  (12).     Now  obviously  the  highest  term  in  f 

in  (13)  is  ^  •   « •     ,      •     , 

^     ^  2^.2^-l...^+l   .   .,w     ., 

—. sin^  ^r  •  C  > 

so  that  the  highest  term  in  jli  is 

2».2t-l...i+l   .  o.o       . 

1^ sin^^-.fA^';  (14) 

and  the  coefficient  of  cos  uo)  in  this  must  be  identical  with  (12). 
But,  by  elementary  Trigonometry, 

(-l)<.2"sin2<^=  2cos2i^+... 

/     ,x„^  2/.  2i— 1...2i— 0+1        /«.     «x^  ,,^v 

+  (— 1)'2 ■ ^ — cos(2*-2/?)^+....    (15) 

I  ^ 
Hence  if /?  =  i— »,  we  have 

(-iy.22<6in2<^=:2cosia»+... 


/     *w  .^2/.2i-l...i  +  «+l 
+  (— 1)<-"2 ; COB  ««  +  ...; 


t—n 


therefore  by  (14), 

C^{2i.2i^l...i^n+lf 

1        2i.2i  — l...i+l    2i.2i— l...i  +  «+l 

2^ 


^            2         i-n 

i^n 

'-"-(2*|t)«   i  +  n 

As  before  said,  9^  is  to  receive  all  values  from  0  to  i,  and  when 
n  =  i,  the  expression  |  i—n  is  to  be  taken  as  unity. 

When  «  =  0,  the  value  of  C  given  by  (i/)  must  be  halved, 
because  there  is  a  middle  term  in  (15),  which  is  independent  of 
CD,  and  it  is  not  multiplied  by  the  2  which  affects  all  the  other 
terms* 

Hence  for  the  Laplacian  of  the  «***  order,  we  have 

5d<+-(M«-l)* 


2       '!^M*— «  fi  I 


dfi: 


i+n 


,i<+«(/2_l)<  .  .  ,. 

al/i+n    ^  COS n{<l>^ <!>%...     {$) 
in  which  the  first  term  (corresponding  to  «  =  0)  must  be  halved. 
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351.]  Fundamental  Property  of  Spherical  Harmonios.  If 
Y^  and  ^/,  are  any  two  Spherical  Harmonics  of  degrees  f  and  i\ 

ri     riw 
J      /      YiZ^^dfid(l>  =  0,  (a) 

or,  in  other  words,  fl\Z^dS  extended  over  a  sphere  of  unit 
radius  is  zero—  that  is,  the  spherical  surface-integral  of  the  product 
of  any  two  Spherical  Harmonics  of  different  degrees  is  zero. 

For,  V^  (r*'  7J  =  0,  which  gives  (1)  Art.  350  ;  and  (Art.  329) 

Similarly  V^^/  =  -i'(i'+  1)^ .      Now  in  Green's  Equation, 

(/3),  Art  346,  let  V  =  Y^,  U  —  Zf,  and  let  the  integrations  be 
extended  through  the  volume  and  over  the  surface  of  a  sphere  of 
radius  a.     Then,  the  centre  of  this  sphere  being  the  origin  of  the 

co-ordinates  (r,  fx,  </>),  it  is  clear  that  ^*  =  0  =  -5-^  •  Hence  we 
have  r       ^o 

[i(»+i)-i'(i'-n)]yi;^/'^  =  o. 

But  d£l  =  'i^drd\kd^y  and  Y^Z^  does  not  involve  r ;  there- 
fore we  have 

[^(^+  l)-i'(i'-h  1)]  affY,  Z^.dnd<l>  =  0, 
which  gives  the  result  (a)  except  when  i  =  i\ 

We  postpone  for  a  moment  the  investigation  of  the  value  of 
the  double  integral  when  /  and  V  are  the  same. 

352.]  Spherical  Harmonic  Expansion  of  a  Function  of  fi 
and  0.  Let  P  (Fig.  277,  p.  257),  be  any  point  outside  a  spheiical 
surface  of  radius  a,  at  a  distance  H  from  the  centre,  and  let  r 
be  the  distance,  PQ,  between  P  and  any  point  on  the  surface. 
Then  if  dS  is  an  element  of  surface  at  Q,  we  have 

fdS  _      2ira      f         1  1         i 

J  7^"  {n^2)R  ((/2-fl)*-^  "  (5+7)^4 ' 

as  is  easily  found  by  using  for  dS  the  expression  (A),  p.  268. 
Hence  wherever  P  is,  we  have 

If  P  is  at  A,  i.e.  on  the  sur&ce,  its  distance  from  one  of  the 
surface  elements  becomes  zero«  and  R  ==  a;  so  that  the  left-hand 
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side  of  (a)  assumes  an  apparently  indeterminate  foim.  (See,  how- 
ever, the  remarks,  p.  254.)     But  it  is  really  finite  and^  as  the 

right-hand  side  shows,  equal  to a*~*. 

n  —  2 

Of  course,  of  the  whole  sur&ee  of  the  sphere  it  is  only  an  in- 
finitely small  element  of  the  tangent  plane  at  A  that  contributes 

dS 
to  the  integral,  each  element,  (IP—a^)—,  of  the  integral  being 

zero  when  r  is  appreciable,  S  being  equal  to  a. 
Hence  r-  r^si  2"-^^ 

Again,  if  ^  is  any  function  of  the  co-ordinates  of  a  point, 

/JTJQ 
— jj-  when  P  is  at 

(^— fl2)*'2 1  —  \       ,  assuming  that  when 

r  is  anything  difierent  from  zero,  U  is  never  =  oc ;  because  in 
this  case  it  is  only  an  infinitely  small  element  of  the  tangent 
plane  at  A  that  contributes  to  the  integral.  In  other  words,  if 
for  no  point,  Q,  on  the  sphere  U  is  oc,  we  have 

where  Ua  denotes  the  value  of  U  at  A. 

We  may  assume  ^  to  be,  definitely,  a  function  of  ix  and  ^, 
which  does  not  become  infinite  at  any  point.  Take  the  case 
»  =:  3.  Then  denoting  by  dashes  the  values  of  functions  at 
variable  points  on  the  sphere,  such  as  p^  (Fig.  !;i89,  p.  345),  the 
functions  without  dashes  belonging  to  a  fixed  point,  p,  on  the 
sphere,  we  have 

Now  taking  r^  =  J8^— 2fljBA  +  fl^,  with  the  same  meaning  of 

\  as  m   Art.  349,  we  have  tr  = =  — :m 5  and 

'  dB  r  2Rr 

4  ■ .,  ^-..  ,  ^ , 
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Now        -  =  ^(i„+i,-  +  i,-+...+i,^+...), 
therefore  (1)  becomes 

~7^"5L^"^^^^5"*"^^2;g5  +  -  +  (2»  +  l)A;^+-..J-  (2) 

Multiplying  both  sides  of  this  equation  by  17^^^$,  that  is  by 
U^a^di/d<l>\  we  have,  whatever  be  the  value  of  iZ, 

the  limits  of  /m  being  1  and  —  1,  and  those  of  <^  being  0  and  2  v. 
Now  put  i2  =  a  in  this  equation,  and  we  have,  by  (d), 

//L^U'd,/d<l>'^3//Z^U'd^'dft>''h ... 

+  (2i+l)//Z,?7'rf/rf^'+...=4irir.     (C) 

As  a  particular  case  let  U=  T^^  any  Spherical  Harmonic  of 
the  i^^  degree.  Then,  since  £<  is  also  a  Spherical  Harmonic  of 
the  same  degree,  every  term  except  one  in  (C)  vanishes  by  last 
Article,  and  we  have 

PSUW^^^^.Y.  in) 

which  expresses  a  most  remarkable  property  of  a  Laplacian, 
namely — If  over  a  sphere  there  be  taken  the  sufface-integral  of  the 
product  of  any  Spherical  Harmonic  and  the  Laplacian  of  the  same 
degree^  1,  mth  reference  to  any  fixed  point  on  the  sphere^  the  result 
is  the  value  of  the  given  Spherical  Harmonic  at  this  fixed  point, 

4  TT 

multiplied  by  -r-. — -  • 

£%  "J"  1. 

This  result  enables  us  to  express  any  function  of  11  and  ^ 
which  does  not  become  infinite  for  any  values  of  m  and  ^  in  the 
form  of  a  series  of  Spherical  Harmonics. 

Thus,  let  U  be  the  given  function,  which  belongs  to  the  fixed 
point  jt7,  Fig.  289,  p.  345,  and  let 

u^  ro+ri+7a+...+r<+...,  (3) 

the  quantities  1^,  1^,  ...  to  be  determined. 

To  determine  IJ,  substitute  running  co-ordinates  fi',  <^'  (those 
of  p^  in  both  sides  of  (3),  multiply  by  i<,  where  L^  is  the  La- 
placian of  the  i^  degree  for  jd  and  p\  and  integrate. 
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Then  by  (77)  and  last  Article,  we  have 

and  by  giving  i  all  values  from  0  upwards,  we  find  the  series 
of  7*s. 

The  above  method  is  due  to  Ivory  (see  Todhunter's  History  of 
the  Theories  of  Attraction^  &c.,  Vol.  II,  p.  261). 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe  that  a  given  function  of  yi 
and  ^  can  be  expanded  in  only  one  way  in  a  series  of  Spherical 
Harmonics ;  for  every  Harmonic  of  the  series  is  perfectly  and 
uniquely  determined  by  (4). 

There  is,  however,  another  method  by  which  a  function  of  ft 
and  ^  can  be  expanded  in  a  series  of  surface  Harmonics  without 
integration  and  the  employment  of  Laplacians.  To  explain  this 
method,  suppose  F{x^  y,  ;?)  to  be  any  rational,  integral,  and 
homogeneous  function  of  a?,  y,  z  of  the  tif^  degree.  Then  this 
function  can  be  expressed  in  the  form 

F{x,}f,z)^  8,+r'S,_^^r^8,_^  +  ...,  (5) 

where  8^^  8^^2*..,  are  solid  Harmonics  of  degrees  n,n— 2,...,  the 
last  term  being  r*^^,  if  «  is  even,  and  r^''^8^  if  n  is  odd. 

Terms  involving  odd  powers  of  r  cannot  appear  in  (5) ;  for  we 
can  easily  prove  that 

V\r^8^=p{p^2q^l)r^-^8^,  (6) 

8^  being  a  solid  Harmonic  of  degree  q.  Now  if  a  term  r8^^'i 
occurred  in  (5)  and  we  performed   the  operation  V^  on  both 

sides,  this  term  would  give  rise  to  the  only  term  in  -  in  the 

equation.  Hence  this  term  must  be  absent.  Similarly  a 
term  ^^^^^-3  could  not  occur ;  for,  after  performing  V*  twice  on 
each  side  of  (5),  we  should  have  the  same  result  as  before. 
Successive  performances  of  the  operation  V^  on  (5)  will  give  the 
required  Harmonics  8^,  8.^,  8^^  ...ii  n  \b  even,  or  8^^  8^^  ^5,  ... 
if  n  is  odd^  in  this  order. 

For  example,  to  express  ssys^  in  the  form  (5).     Let 

ay^  =  ^,  +  r2^  +  r*5i,  (7) 

.-.     ^xyz  =  l^8^-\^2^r^8^, 

by  performing  V*  twice.     Hence  -Sg  =  J  xj/z^  and  (7)  gives 

8^^\xyz(2z''^x^^f). 
Aa!^ 
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Now  thia  enables  us  to  exhibit  sin^^  cos'd  sin  4>  cos  ^  as  a  series 
of  sur&ce  Harmonies;  for  when  this  is  multiplied  by  r^,  it 
becomes  xyz^,  and  we  have 

r*sin*^cos^^8in^cos0  =  i  xyz  (2<22— a?^— ^)  +  Jr^ayj?, 

so  that  the  given  expression  in  0  and  ^  is  of  the  form  F5+  I^, 

where      Tg  =  ^  3^2^(22^2 -a?«—/),  and   l^  =  g^^^, 

.-.     7^  =  M  (1  -M*^)  (m^— i)  ^^  <t>  cos  <t>, 
and  1^  =  i  fi  (1  — M*)  sin  <^  cos  ^. 

/I      /*2» 
/      T^Z^d fjL  d <p.     The   spherical   sor&ce- 

integral  of  the  product  of  two  Spherical  Harmonics  of  the  Mme 
degree  is  found  by  Laplace  very  simply  from  the  results  of  last 
Article. 

Denoting  by  M^  the  factor  in  jm  in  ()3),  p.  348,  we  may  write 
Tf  =  ii^3fo  +  3/i(-4iCos0  +  Asin0)  +  ... 

+  M^  (A^  COS  »0  +  5n  siii  «<^)+ ... ,     (1) 
Z^  =  a^Jtfj,  +  -Mi  («!  cos  <^  +  ^1  sin  0)  + ... 

+  M^{a^coen<l>  +i„sin»<^)  +  ... ;  (2) 
the  two  functions  differing  simply  in  their  constants  A%  .8*8, 
a%  d*s. 

Now  since  in  the  integration  <^  runs  from  0  to  2  tt,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  integrals  of  all  products  will  vanish  except  those 
of  the  t}Tpe 

MJ^  {A^ cos »<^  +  -B« sin  «<^) (a» cos n(f)  +  b^ sin  »0), 
and  the  integral  of  this  is 

'n{A^a^-\'BJ„).MJ^,  (a) 

but  for  the  first  term  the  integral  will  be 

2TrA,a^M^K  (a") 

We  have  therefore  to  find  /     MJ^  dfi,  which  Laplace  finds  as 

follows.     With  the  notation  of  Art.  350,  write 
i<  =  C^i/oil/o'+Ciif^Jf/ cos  (*-(>>')  +  ,.. 

(7,  M^  M^  cos  «  (</)— <^')  +  •  •  •  •     (3) 
Put  running  co-ordinates  into  (1),  multiply  by  (3)  and  take 
the  surface-integral  over  a  sphere.     Then  we  have  simply  a  sum 
of  terms  of  the  type 

C^mA     /      Jf/2  (^^  cos  » <^'  +  5,  sin  « <^')  cos  » ((^  -  <^')  rf/rf<^'. 
y-i  Jo 
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Perfoiming  the  integration  in  ^',  this  becomes 

TTC^M^{A^coBn(p  +  £^ Bin  n<f>)  .j    M^'^dfi.  (p) 

The  sum  of  all  terms  of  the  type  ()3)  is  therefore  the  valne  of 
//LiY/dfi  d(l>\  But  (last  Article)  this  =—. — -  Y^;  therefore 
by  identification  of  coefficients  of  like  terms, 

V_i     •  2»+l 

Putting  for  C^  its  value  given  in  (ly),  p.  351, 

1  2{2'\if    |f  +  « 

^-'^M  =  -i4r-T-^>  (y) 


/ 


2i+l 


»  — » 


which  holds,  without  change,  for  the  case  «  =  0,  notwithstanding 
that  the  value  of  C^  (Art.  350)  must  be  halved  when  n  =  0 ; 
because  in  the  product  of  (1)  and  (3)  the  term  independent  of  i^' 
is  CqAqMqMq^^  which  in  the  integration  will  give 


2i^C^A^M^ 


£  M^W. 


Hence  we  have 


the  first  term  (that  corresponding  to  »  =  0)  being  doubled,  by  (a'). 
Putting  at^  =  A^,  b^  =  B^,  we  obtain  the  value  of 


p  T' Yi^dfidi^. 


354.]  Table  of  Laplacians.  For  convenience  of  reference  the 
following  table  of  the  Laplacians  as  fsur  as  i/^  is  given ;  but,  to 
save  space,  we  give  in  the  coefficients  of 

cos  (<^— <^')>  ^^s  2  (<^— 0O>*»* 
only  the  portion  which  depends  on  /x.  This  portion  is  to  be 
multiplied  by  exactly  the  same  function  of  [/.  Thus,  for  example, 
in  ig  the  coefficient  of  cos  2  (<^— 0')  is  15.  /m  (l  — /ut*)  ,^'(1  — fi'^), 
of  which  only  the  part  lA  ^  (i  —  ^2j  jg  given  in  the  column  under 
cos  2  (0  —  0') ;  in  Z^  the  term  involving  cos  3  (0  —  ^0  is 

^m(1-m')*./(1-m'')*cos3(0-0');  &«• 
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Vftloes 
of». 

0 
1 
2 
3 

4 

Term  in  ft  only. 

Coefficient  of  cos  (^  -  ^0 

Coefficient  of 
en  2  (♦-*«) 

CooOdator 
«»  8  (♦-♦-) 

Coefficient  01 
coe4(^-*') 

1 

/* 
i(8/*«-l) 
^(5^-8/*) 
^V(35/**-80Ai«  +  8) 

J(l-/^)*(6/.'-l) 
|(1-m')*(7,.«-8m) 

S4(i-A'7 

The  column  of  terms  in  fi  only  gives  the  values  of  the  first 
five  Legendre's  Coefiicients,  with  the  numerical  coefficient  squared ; 

thus,  -Pq  =  ^ » 

Pa  =  1(3^2-1), 

The  Solid  Zonal  Harmonics  play  exactly  the  same  part  with 
regard  to  the  Potential  of  a  body  symmetrical  about  an  axis 
(see  example  2  following)  as  the  variables  x,  y,  z  do  with  respect 
to  the  equation  of  a  plane  sur&ce,  the  equation  of  such  a  sur- 
face consisting  of  the  sum  of  these  co-ordinates  each  multiplied 
by  a  constant,  and  these  constants  depending  on  the  position  of 
the  plane.  Similarly,  the  Potential  of  a  symmetrical  body  at 
any  point  consists  of  the  sum  of  a  number  of  these  Harmonics 
each  multiplied  by  a  coefficient  which  depends  on  the  shape  and 
law  of  density  of  the  body  and  not  on  the  position  of  the  attracted 
particle.  In  fact,  Zonal  Harmonics  may  be  considered  a^  the 
running  co-ordinates  of  the  Potential  of  such  a  body. 

Of  the  Zonal  Sur&ce  Harmonics  Pj,  P3,  Pg, ...  are  all  of  the 
form  fj/ifj?),  and  Pg,  P4,  Pg, ...  are  all  of  the  form/(fx^).  For, 
in  the  identity 

(l-2fia?  +  ic2)-*  =  ^  +  Pia?  +  P2ic«+...+^a?'+...  (a) 

change  ft  to  —ft,  and  we  get 

(l  +  2fia?  +  a?2)-*  =  P,  +  P/a?  +  ^V+...+if«'...,         ()9) 

where  i^^  i^^  ...  denote  the  values  of  the  Harmonics  when  ft  is 
changed  to  —ft.     Again,  changing  only  the  sign  of  ^, 

(l+2fia?  +  a;2)-*  =  ^-Pia?  +  P2a?2-^a;3+,^,.  (y) 

Identifying  the  results  (/3)  and  (y),  we  see  that  Pj,  Pj, ...  all 
change  sign  with  ft ;  while  Pg,  P4, ...  do  not.     Therefore,  &c. 
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Examples. 

1.  Find  r  p''Li^d/d(l>\ 

Let  F  be  any  point  outside  a  sphere  of  radius  a,  at  a  distance 
B  from  the  centre,  and  Q  any  point  on  the  surfeice;  find  /  —  over 
the  surface,  where  r  =  FQ. 

and  -J  will  involve  such  terms  as  L^L^  which  will  vanish  (Art.  861) 
in  the  integration.     Hence,  obviously,  since  dS=  ^a^dix^dij/,  we 

But  dS=  2  TT  -r^  rdr  (seep.  258);   therefore  the  left-hand  side  is 

2  w—.  log  .    Develope  this  in  a  series  ascending  by  powers  of  — , 

H        JK — a  ^  2<+i  H 

and  equate  the  coefficients  of  (  p^)       on  both  sides  (since  th§  develop- 
ment holds  for  all  values  of  R),  and  we  have 


PJ-LW^^  sSt 


The  result  is  therefore  quite  independent  of  the  pole  o  (Fig.  289, 
p.  345)  from  which  /i  and  yf  are  measured,  and  is  the  same  as  if  the 
line  OF  (or  Ojp)  is  the  axis  of  d,  or  p  the  pole  of  the  Laplacian. 

2.  Prove  the  theorem  of  Legendre  (Art  348)  by  Spherical  Har- 


monics. 


Taking  the  centre  of  the  solid  as  origin,  and  axis  of  revolution  as 
that  from  which  B  is  measured,  let  (R^  /x,  <^)  be  the  co-ordinates  of 
the  attracted  particle,  7*,  (/,  jut',  <f/)  those  of  any  point,  /*',  inside  the 
solid,  p  the  density  of  the  solid  at  i^,  and  y  ^he  constant  of  gravitation. 
Then  F,  the  Potential  at  P,  is  given  by  the  equation 

Now,  assuming  the  distance  of  F  from  the  centre  to  be  greater 
than  that  of  every  point  P'  in  the  solid,  -^p^  may  be  developed  in  the 
convergent  series  (/9),  p.  344.     Hence 

V=yfff{^  +  ^t^+-  +  Li^i  +  ...)pf'*dT^di/d<t>'.       (1) 

But  by  hypothesis  p  is  a  function  of  t^  and  /a'  only ;  and  if  when 
/  is  produced  out  to  meet  the  suiface  of  the  solid  its  value  is  /^, 
this  latter  will  be  simply  a  function  of  fi^  and  will  not  involve  <(/. 


r. 
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Take  the  general  term  of  the  series  (1),  and  first  perform  the  integra- 
tion in  1/  from  0  to  /^,  taking  the  term 

/"pf'^'^d/  =  x(m'). 

where  the  form  of  x  is  unknown  if  the  shape  of  the  Borface  and  the 
law  of  density  are  not  given.     Then  we  have 

Now  perform  the  integration  in  <(/,     We  shall  have  simply 

0 
which,  of  coarse,  reduces  to  the  first  term  of  Z^,   and  is  therefore 

(Art.  350)  ^-^. -i^ --^^       Hence 

^-••(2^       dix*       R'^'J^i       diif^       X(M)rfM'+....  (3) 

Let  V  be  the  Potential  at  a  point  on  the  axis  distant  z  from  the 
centre.     Then  (3)  gives 

But  supposing,  as  we  do,  that  v  is  known  for  all  points  on  the  axis, 
let  it  be  expanded  from  the  given  form  in  a  series,  so  that 

t>  =  ^+^+...+  ^  +  ....  (6) 

Then  identifying  (4)  and  (5),  we  hare 

SO  that  the  unknown  coefficient  in  (3)  is  thus  known.     Hence 

y_M  a,    df{ii?-\)\    1 

yM 

the  first  term  being  easily  seen  to  be-^  >  where  M  is  the  mass  of  the 

solid.  If  i^,i^,...  denote,  as  before,  the  several  Zonal  Harmonics,  or 
Legendre's  coefficients,  for  the  attracted  point  with  reference  to  the  axis 
of  the  solid,  we  may  write,  by  (y),  p.  349, 

The  components  of  attraction  at  P  are  of  course  known  from  this 
value  of  V, 

Thus,  then,  the  Potential  of  a  solid  symmetrical  about  an  axis,  both 
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as  regards  shape  and  density,  is  in  all  cases  given  by  a  series  of  Solid 
2iOnal  Harmonics  (of  either  positive  or  negative  degrees,  according  as 
the  point  considered  is  internal  or  external),  in  which  series  the  only 
things  unknown  are  the  coefficients  Oq,  C4, ...  and  the  values  of  these 
depend  on  the  nature  of  the  particular  attracting  body. 

3.  Application  of  this  method  to  the  case  of  a  uniform  circular 
ring. 

The  Potential  at  a  point  distant  z  from  the  centre  on  the  axis 
of  the  ring  (that  is,  the  line  through  its  centre  perpendicular  to  its 

plane)  is  given  by  the  equation  v=2Trypka  where  p,  k,  a 

are  the  density,  area  of  transverse  section,  and  radius  of  the  ring. 
If  i/  is  the  mass  of  the  ring,  M  =:  2'jrpka ;  and  if  the  point  is  at  a 
distance  >  a  from  the  centre,  we  have 

jrt       la*     1. 3  a*  ,,     „,1.3.5...2*-la'<.      ) 

'^=T  r-2^+274  ^— •  +  <-')      2.4.6...2<     ^«+-r 

Hence,  by  last  example,  if  the  attracted  particle  is  anywhere  off  the 
axis,  at  a  distance  r  from  the  centre  (r>a\ 

If  id  is  <  a,  the  radical  {s?'\-a^~^  must  be  expanded  in  direct 
powers  of  z,  and  for  a  point  anywhere  at  a  distance  <  a, 

^=ar-*^V-*-    '■^^•'^)     2.4...2i    ^-^"--l 
If  the  point  is  at  the  distance  a  from  the  centre,  it  is  easy  to  prove 

that  F=  — - — -pr  I  ,  9  being  the  angle  between 

2irav2Jo     Vl-sindco8<^ 

the  axis  of  the  ring  and  the  line  joining  the  point  to  the  centre. 

This  is  equivalent  to  the  convergent  series 

(,     1-3  ,   .  ,^  .   1.3.6.7  1.3  .  ,^^ 
V2i'"*'2T4-*"'^^+27r^8-2r4^^+--- 

2.4.6...4n         2.4.6...2n  ) 

Of  course  in  this  and  in  all  similar  examples,  the  value  of  V  for  a 
general  position  of  the  attracted  particle,  P,  can  be  written  down  in 
virtue  of  Legendren  Theorem  solely  (Art.  348)  by  first  calculating  v, 

and  in  its  expression  replacing  any  such  term  as  -j  by  — ^,  because 

this  latter  satisfies  the  equation  V'C^  =  0,  and  it  coincides  with  the 
former  when  P  is  on  the  axis,  since  /x  =  1,  ij  =  2J  =  ...  =  i<  =  1. 
The  expression  thus  obtained  (somewhat  tentatively)  can,  by  Le- 
gendre's  Theorem,  be  none  other  than  the  Potential  sought. 
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4.  Application  to  a  aniform  circular  plate. 

The  position  of  the  attracted  particle  being  at  a  distance  z  from 

the  centre  on  the  axis  of  the  plate,  v  =  2y  —  (V'a^+a*  — «).    "When 

a>a,  we  have 

^    M  a   a^      1      la* 
'  a*\2    z      2*    |2_  «» 

./     i\<-i^    1.3.5...2t~3  a>*  ) 

Hence 

*-'^  an2r      2'[2    r*    +  " 

.,_,  1  1.3...2»-3f.,_a'<  ) 

"•"^"^    2« — jT ^—■^•y 

Wben  «<a,  ve  easily  find 

11.3-2f-3        r"  J 

^v     ^/      2*  It  **a'*"~*       "3 

5.  To  find  the  conical  angle  subtended  at  any  point,  P,  by  a  given 
circle. 

Draw  the  axis  of  the  circle,  i.e.  a  perpendicular  to  its  plane  through 
its  centre,  0.  Let  OP  =  rya=^  radius  of  circle.  Now  if  P  were  on 
the  axis  at  a  distance  z  from  0,  we  should  have 

a>,  =  2^(l--^),  (1) 

(Oq  being  the  conical  angle  subtended  at  the  point ;  and  since  conical 
angles  satisfy  all  the  equations  of  Potential  functions,  the  theorem  of 
Legendre  applies  to  them. 

CL  Z 

Developing  (1)  in  powers  of  -  or  -,  according  as  is  is  >  or  <  a, 

z       a 

we  have 

^     r,  a*       1.3  a*  ,     ^,,  1 . 3...2i-l  a«»  )       ,^, 

"o  =  ^^j^?-2T47-^--("^y     2.4. 2i     V^-^-V    ^') 

-^-'A'-h^i  —  ^^  (3) 

Hence  when  /*  is  off  the  axis  we  have  in  these  two  cases,  respectively, 

«=2^{l^___a_+__^^_...j,  (4) 


o      (,       P^  ,^P^^        1  .  3    P,r»  ) 


(5) 
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6.  Find  the  conical  angle  subtended  at  a  point  1 0  feet  distant  from 
the  centre  of  a  circle  1  foot  in  radius,  the  colatitude  of  the  point  with 

reference  to  the  axis  of  the  circle  being  -  • 
Ans,  TT  X  0050328,  nearly. 

7.  If  ij  is  the  Zonal  Surface  Harmonic  of  the  i^  degree  (Legendre's 
coefficient),  show  that        ^p  ^p 

...      '*-5)f-'^'  =  -#-  («) 

"We  have  by  definition 

V 1  — 2ftaj  +  a;' 

Denote  the  radical  by  T,  and  differentiate  both  sides  with  r^ard 
to  X,     Then 

^=i5+...+.P,»'-'+....  (2) 

Differentiate  (1)  with  respect  to  /a  ;  then 

Multiplying  (2)  by  a?  and  (3)  by  /*  — a?,  we  obtain  two  series  which 
must  be  identical;  and  equating  the  coefficients  of  a^  in  them,  we 
have  at  once  the  result  (a). 

This  result  enables  us  to  write  down  the  values  of  the  successive 
Zonal  Harmonics  when  the  first  is  known.  For  treating  (a)  as  a 
linear  differential  equation  for  P^,  we  have 

Then,  as  ij  =  1,  this  gives  i^  =  Cfi,  and  each  P  is  to  be  unity  when 
fi  =  1 ;  therefore  C  =  1.     Similarly  P,  is  deduced  from  Pj ;  &c. 

The  expression  (y),  p.  349,  gives,  however,  the  values  of  the  Har- 
monics directly,  and  is  the  most  convenient  form  for  actual  calcu- 
lation. 

8.  Prove  that  (i  +  l)P<+i  -  (2 1  + 1  )fiP^  +  iP<_ ^  =  0. 
Divide  (1)  by  (2)  and  equate  coefficients  of  like  powers. 

9.  Prove  that         (1  -ft*)  -j^  +  »>^<  =  *^<-r  («) 
We  have  from  (a),  Example  7, 

— 11     n  dP.         ri  1^  r^ 

Ifi       J  Ik  *»f*  J  Ik  |a  J  Ik 

.:    P,_,  =  ,iP,  +  {i+l)J^F,diJi.  (1) 
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But  from  the  fundamental  equation  for  F^, 

we  have  by  integration 

Subfitituting  in  (1),  we  have  the  result  (a).         « 

10.  For  an  attracting  body  or  system  symmetrical  about  an  axis, 
in  shape  and  density,  prove  that  if  the  Potential  (external)  is  arranged 
in  the  series        a         f         P  I 

of  Zonal  Harmonics,  the  lines  of  force  trace  out  surfaces  given  by 
the  equation 

a,(,-2^J\diM-3^J^P,diM-  ...  -{i+l)^J'p^diJi...  =  C. 

in  which  different  constant  values  are  assigned  to  C. 

Let  0  be  the  origin,  and  F  any  point  external  to  the  body,  OP 
being  r ;  lei  S  be  the  radial  attraction  intensity  at  P  (acting  in  the 
direction  PO),  and  T  the  attraction  intensity  perpendicular  to  OP  in 
the  sense  in  which  6  increases. 

Then,  the  resultant  of  S  and  T  acting  along  the  tangent  to  the 
line  of  force  at  P,  we  have  as  the  differential  equation  of  this  line 

-*•  _  ^  (IS 

But    ie=-^=^K+25P,  +  ...+(.+  l)^P,+  ...).  (2) 

,  „      dV      \  ,a.  dP.  a,  dP.         .  ,-v 

Observing  that  j2  =  —  v^l— ft';^,  we  get,  by  substituting  from 
(2)  and  (3)  in  (1),  the  equation 

+  «,{(.+  l)5dM+1^45.dr|+....    (4) 
Now,  by  example  9,  the  coefficient  of  a^  in  this  equation  is 
(t+l)|^d;a+  ±.^drJ\diJi^  ,  that  is,  -(»+l)Z>  J-^/" iJ^M}. 

where  D  stands  for  the  total  differential  of  the  quantity  in  brackets 
(with  respect  to  /x  and  r).  Hence,  integrating  (4),  we  have  the 
equation  which  was  to  be  proved. 
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In  particular,  if  the  series  for  the  Potential  stops  with  P^,  the 
equation  of  a  line  of  force  is 


flo 


fi-2^y^M^fi-3jJ'i(3M'-l)(ffi  =  e, 


or  a^  cobO sin'd—  r  ^  cos  d  sin'^  =  C. 

11.  If  the  density  at  any  point  of  a  solid  sphere  is  proportional  to 
the  distance  from  a  given  central  plane,  find  the  Potential  at  any 
external  point,  P, 

Ana.  J£  a=:  radius  of  sphere,   R  =  distance  of  P  from  centre, 
and  p^Kz^  where  «'  is  the  perpendicular  from  any  point  on  the 

[Here  F  =  y^fff^f-'  (§  +  A  ;J  +  •  •  O*^  <*m'  d^/.   Integrate 

first  from  i^-=  0  to  r'=  a,  and  since  fi'  is  a  Harmonic  of  the  first 
degree,  the  only  term  not  vanishing  is  that  in  £, ;  therefore 

1 2.  In  the  same  way  exactly  prove  that  if  the  density  at  any  point 
in  a  solid  sphere  of  radius  a  is  proportional  to  any  solid  Harmonic,  S^, 
of  positive  degree  in  the  co-ordinates  of  the  point,  the  Potential  of  the 
sphere  at  any  extei-nal  point  whose  distance  from  the  centre  is  R  is 

(2t  +  l)(2t  +  3)'ir^''^*' 

the  co-ordinates  {x,  y,  z)  involved  in  S^  being  those  of  the  given  ex- 
ternal point,  and  A  being  the  constant  involved  in  the  density. 
Deduce  the  result  also  for  a  spherical  shell  and  any  intemsd  point. 

1 3.  If  the  origin  of  co-ordinates  is  transferred  from  0  to  a  point 
(y  along  the  axis  of  z  (from  which  0  is  measured),  calculate  the  solid 
Zonal  Harmonic  of  degree  i  with  reference  to  (/  as  origin  in  terms 
of  the  solid  Zonal  Harmonics  with  reference  to  0, 

Let  Zf  be  the  solid  Harmonic  of  degree  i  with  reference  to  0,  and 
Z\,  that  with  reference  to  (/.    Then,  with  the  notation  of  Art.  329, 

Z,=f{z,  0 ;  and  if  00'=  ^  Z{=f{z+h.  C) ; 

...   z/=^,+;i^^-+.^^+...  (1) 

[Here  («,  C)  are  the  cylindrical  co-ordinates  of  a  point  P  with 
reference  to  0,  and  (^s  +  A,  0  ai^  the  co-ordinates  of  the  same  point, 
P,  with  reference  to  O'.] 
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Now  Z^  =  r*F^,  whero  I^  ia  the  surface  Zonal  Harmomc,  and 

— = — ^  3-  +Mt--    Hence 
dz        r      dii        dr 

s=  ^r*"^i|«l    (by  example  9) 

Hence,  again,  -^  =  t(t— l)Z^_j,  Ac,  and  therefore 

Z,'=  Z,  +  tA^,^,+  *ii=^  A«Z,_,+  ...iA*-»^,  +  *-. 

Let  U8  find  in  the  same  way  the  value  of  the  Solid  Harmonic  of 
negative  degree,  —  (t+1).    Let  this  Harmonic,  with  reference  to  0 

be  27^,  or ^,. 

=i{^<-i-(2»+ 1)K}    (by  example  9) 


^<+i 


'=-(*  +  l)7S    (by  example  (8) 

Hence  U{  =  ?7,-(t  +  l)Ai7,+,  +  (!±l>i^>A«i7,„-ad  »«/&,. 

,,      .  .,  cos'd     sin' d  008*6    sin'dcos'd) 

14.  Arrange    the  expression   — j — | 5 ^  + — T  ^s 

a  series  of  Spherical  Harmonics. 

1/1  1  Ix         1/1  1  1    X/«     •        -x 

15.  Express  the  central  radius  vector  of  a  nearly  spherical  ellipsoid 
by  Spherical  Harmonics. 

Ans,  If    =  k,  =  V,  we  have 

c  c 

r=  c  {l+i(*+A')-K*+A')(3M'-l)-i(*'-*)(l-/'*)ooB2*}, 
which  is  of  the  form  r  =  e{T^+  Y^. 
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16.  If  the  expression  (1  —  2fia?  +  sc*)       *     be  developed  in  a  series 

in  the  form  ©o  +  Ci»+Oa^'+ ••• +  C<*'+  •'  P'^®^®  ^^*'  ^  analogy 
with  the  Legendrian  coefficients, 

Differentiate  the  given  identity  (a)  with  regard  to  x,  and  we  obtain 
an  identity  (fi);  differentiate  (a)  with  regard  to  fi,  and  we  obtain 
an  identity  (y) ;  from  ()3)  and  (y)  we  have,  by  equating  the  coefficients 

Multiply  (a)  by  (2m+l)(fi— 05)  and  ()3)  by  l--2/xa5  +  a^,  and  we 
^^®  (t  +  l)e,+i-(2m  +  2t+l)fi(?,  +  (2m+t)e,.,  =  0.  (c) 

Differentiating  (c)  with  regard  to  fi  and  eliminating  Q^^^  by  (d), 

Beplace  t  by  t  + 1  in  (d),  combine  with  (0,  and  we  have 

{i+i)Qm  =  -0-/*')^'  +(2»»+,+  1)mC,.  (n) 

Differentiate  (77)  with  respect  to  fx,  and  subtract  the  result  from  (0 
multiplied  by  (t+ 1)}  and  we  have  the  required  equation. 

17.  In  this  development  how  far  is  it  true  that 


/, 


i  and  %'  being  different  integers  % 

It  is  always  true  if  one  of  the  numbers  t,  f  is  even  and  the  other 
odd.  In  Green's  equation,  applied  through  the  interior  and  over  the 
surface  of  a  sphere,  let  U^Q^,  F=  Q/,  and  observe  that 

18.  Exhibit  co8'd8in'dsin<f>co8<f>  as  a  series  of  Surface  Harmonics. 

The  simplest  method  is,  of  course,  that  at  the  end  of  Art.  362, 
which  deduces  the  result  by  expressing  xys^  in  the  form  S^  +  r^S^, 
Performing  V*,  we  get  S^  =  }xf/,  and  .•.  S^  =  an/(z*—l^f^).  Now 
S^  =  r*  Y^  and  fi,  =  r*  Fj ;  whence  Y^  and  7,  are  at  once  found. 
Nevertheless  it  may  be  useful  to  show  how  to  deduce  the  result  by 
Laplacians  and  int^ration. 

The  given  function  is  ^fi'(l-~fiO  8in2<f>,  and  since  the  term  of 

highest  degree  in  the  quantities  fx,  v^l  —  f** sin <^,  and  Vl— /x'cos0 
is  obviously  of  the  fourth  degree  in  these  quantities,  it  follows  that 
the  given  function  must  be  of  the  form  F,+  F,+  7,+  F^,  the  term 
in  Yq  being  obviously  non-existent. 
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Now  7j  is  obtained  by  takmg  ^^1^(1 —ft'')  sin  2 <(>',  multiplying  it 

by   Z,,    and    integrating  ft'      i    <f>'      ;  but  as  Z^  is  of  the  form 

1-1  0 

A  +  BcoB{<if}'-<l/),  and   as/     sin 2 <()'co8 (<()—<()') (!<()' =  0,  we  see  at 

•'0 
once  that  Y^  =  0. 

It  is  clear  that  in  Z,,  Z„  Z^,  it  is  only  the  terms  involving 

C08  2(<f>— <f>')  that  will  give  any  result  when  multiplied  by  sin  2^' 

and  integrated.     In  Z,  occurs  the  term  (see  table,  p.  368) 

f  (1  -m') (1  -m")  cos2 (<^-<()0  ;  hence  (Art.  363) 

But  /     sin2<^'cos2(<^— <^')<i<^'  =  irsin2<^;  and 
Jo 


I 


1  16 

/i'«(l-/«)«<ifi'= 


Ll*^     ^  r^    ,       r-  3.5.7 

.-.     y,=  T^(l-fi^)sin2<(). 
Again,  in  Z,  the  only  possible  term  is 

Vm(1  -  f*)M'(l  -m'')co8  2(4»-«^') ; 
but  the  integration  in  1/  destroys  this,  since  it  gives 

which  obviously  vanishes.     Hence  7,  =  0. 
Finally,  in  Z^  the  only  term  to  be  taken  is 

Hence 
i-TV0-M')(7fi»-l)J^/'(l~O'(V-l)<^/ 

•••     7,=  A(l-M')(7/x'~l)8in2<(); 
and  therefore 

cos»^8in«^sin<()co8<()  =  ^(l-fi')sin  2<()  + A(l-fi»){7fi»-l)sin2<(), 
which  is  of  the  form  7,  +  7^. 

19.  Exhibit  cosd  sin^d  cos'<f>  sin  <f>  as  a  series  of  Harmonics. 
Ans.  {|fiyr^sin<()}  +  {-YV^l-M'(7M'-3/x)8in0 

which  is  of  the  form  7,+  7^. 

[The  given  expression  is  ifi(l— fi')*(8in<^+sin3<()) ;  hence  the 
only  terms  to  attend  to  in  the  Z's  are  those  in  coe(<f>— ^^  and 
cos3(<f>— <f>^.  The  term  in  Z^  is  destroyed  by  the  integration  in 
1/,  which  also  destroys  both  the  terms  in  Z^]  Deduce  the  result  also 
from  a^f/z. 
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20.  Why  cannot  sin  d,  Bin'^,  or  any  odd  power  of  sin  d  be  expanded 
in  a  finite  series  of  Harmonics  1 

2n+l 

Because  they  are  of  the  form  (1  —  fi')  2  ^  which  can  be  developed 
in  an  infinite  series  ascending  by  powers  of  /^  and  every  term,  such 
as  /i"*,  can  be  developed  in  a  fibite  series  of  Zonals,  Pj,  P,,  ....  Also 
a  function  can  be  expanded  in  only  one  way. 

355.]  Case  of  Spheroids.  Any  solid  body  differing  little  in 
shape  from  a  sphere  is  called  a  Spheroid,  Supposing  the  body  to 
be  homogeneous,  the  radius  vector  from  its  centre  of  mass  to  any 
point  on  its  surface  wiU  be  nearly  of  constant  length.  Thus 
(following  the  notation  of  Laplace),  if  a  denote  a  small  numerical 
quantity,  and  K  2iiLj  radius  vector  from  the  centre  of  mass  to 
the  surface,  we  shall  have 

where  a  is  a  constant  length  and  /{i/,  </>')  some  function  of  the 
angular  co-ordinates  depending  on  the  precise  shape  of  the 
bounding  surface.  Laplace  uses  y'  for  the  function /(ft',  </>'),  and 
he  assumes  that  /  is  expanded  in  a  series  of  Spherical  Har- 
monics; thus, 

i2'=fl  +  aa(7,+  r/+7/+...  +  J74...).  (2) 

If  the  series  stops  with  Ig',  the  bounding  sur&ce  will  be  that 
of  an  ellipsoid. 

External  Point,  To  calculate  the  Potential  at  an  external 
point,  P,  produced  by  a  homogeneous  spheroid,  the  distance  of 
P  from  the  origin  0  being  greater  than  the  greatest  radius 
vector  from  0  to  the  surface,  let  OP  =  B^  p  =  density  of  the 
body,  and  (/,  ft',  </>')  the  co-ordinates  of  any  point  P'  in  the  body 
of  the  spheroid.    Then,  y  being,  as  usual,  the  gravitation  constant, 

^0  PP^ 


= 'ff  J 

Ja  J-iJo 

+  Lt^  +  ...)pr'^dr'dii'd<p'    (4) 
Now  from  (2),  neglecting  higher  powers  than  the  first  of  a, 
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and  by  substitution  in  the  last  value  of  F,  since  it  is  (Art.  361) 
only  the  tGrmf/L^Yf  d^iclff/  which  does  not  vanish,  we  have 

Now  the  volume  of  the  Spheroid  is  ^'na^{\  +  31q),  and  if  we 
choose  a  so  that  ^7?^^  shall  be  the  volume,  }q  will  be  zero. 
Thus,  attending  to  the  result  (??),  Art.  352,  we  have 

where  M  is  the  mass  of  the  Spheroid. 

It  is  very  easy  to  see  that,  with  the  origin  at  the  centre  of 
mass  of  the  Spheroid,  the  term  Y^^  is  zero. 

For  if,  in  general,  (;r,  J?,  z)  are  the  co-ordinates  of  the  centre  of 
mass,  we  have 

Mi  =  p////^  (1  -ft'^)*  cos  (t>'d/dyL'd4>' 

=  i  P//«'*(1  -/')^  cos  <t>'dyd4>\  (6) 

and  since  (1—^'^)*  cos</)'  is  a  Spherical  Harmonic  of  the  first 
degree,  in  the  expansion  of  jB'* — viz.  a* { 1  +  4 a (7/  +  Y^)  +  . . . } 
— the  only  term  that  will  not  identically  vanish  in  (6)  is 

apaY/Y,'  (1  -/2)^  cos  it>'dpfd<i/. 
But  this  is  zero  because  ;r  =  0.     Hence 

//r/(l  -/2)i  eos  </>V/rf</>'  =  0.  (7) 

Similarly,  since  ^  =  0,  we  must  have 

//i;'(l-M'')*8in  </>'rf/^/*'=  0;  (8) 

and  since  5  =  0,  ffY(p!dp:d^'  =  0.  (9) 

But  Y(  is  (Art.  350)  of  the  form 

^/  +  (l-/2)i(5eos</)'+Csin<^'), 

where  Ay  5,  C  are  constants,  and  the  results  (7),  (8),  (9)  make 
-4  =  -B=C=  0,  as  is  easily  seen  either  by  direct  integration,  or 
by  multiplying  the  left-hand  sides  of  these  equations  by  -4,  -fl,  C 
and  adding.  We  thus  g^i  //Y^^d\Md<f/  z=  0,  which  requires 
Y^  to  vanish  identically. 

For  example,  take  the  case  of  a  nearly  spherical  ellipsoid  of 
revolution  round  the  smaller  axis,  c. 
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In  this  case  (see  example  15,  p.  366)  ^  =r  ^,  and  we  have 

iJ'  =  c{l+|A-iA(3/2-l)}. 
But  the  a  in  (5)  is  detennined  from  the  equation 

a^=z(^{l+2i)'y  .\    fl  =  c(l+|>t), 

and  since  ^  =  a  (1  -|-  aT2)y  we  have  a  =  —  ^  ^.     Hence  (5)  gives 

in  which  a  or  c  may  be  nsed  indifferently  in  the  small  term. 

If  the  Spheroid  is  not  homogeneons,  but  consists  of  strata  of 
different  densities,  each  stratum  differing  but  little  from  a  sphere, 
the  Potential  can  still  be  very  easily  expressed.  Thus,  let 
/=a'(l+ay')  be  the  equation  of  any  stratum,  a'  being  the 
radius  of  a  sphere  whose  volume  is  equal  to  that  of  the  stratum, 

so  that  /=7/+r/+...  +  li'+..., 

where  the  T^^s  involve  of  as  well  as  i/  and  <f>\  unless  the  strata 
are  all  similar. 

Now  if  the  Spheroid  were  homogeneous  and  of  density  p  as  far 
as  the  stratum  a\  the  Potential  of  this  portion  would  be  given 
by  the  equation 


•••+(27Ti):b^''^'"""+-| 


Let  a'  +  daf  be  the  constant  of  the  next  stratum  outside,  and 
let  the  value  of  F  due  to  the  whole  portion  of  the  Spheroid,  sup- 
posed homogeneous  and  still  of  density  p,  up  to  and  including 
this  stratum,  be  written  down.  Subtract  the  first  result  from 
the  second  and  we  obtain  the  Potential  due  to  the  shell  of 
density  p  included  between  the  strata  a'  and  a^  +  da\ 

The  Potential  of  the  homogeneous  solid  a^  +  da^  being  F+dF^ 
we  have  by  subtracting  that  due  to  the  homogeneous  solid  a^, 


f=li'^("'HT'io^(«'*''.')-- 


...+ 


w^'^'''''^^^-] 


the  independent  variable  in  the  differentiations  being  a\  the 
parameter  which  determines  any  one  stratum  of  constant  density. 
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Now  if  the  value  of  a'  for  the  bounding  surface  of  the  Spheroid 
is  a,  we  have  by  integrating  the  above 

•••+(Wip'''<""*'''''*-!' 


or 


r     M     4a7r  r«  ,,  ,.,,„ 


Internal  Point.  If  the  point,  P,  at  which  the  value  of  the 
Potential  is  desired  is  inside  the  Spheroid,  we  may  treat  the 
spheroid  as  consisting  of  a  sphere  and  a  superficial  layer  which  is 
everywhere  of  comparatively  small  thickness. 

The  Potential  of  a  solid  homogeneous  sphere  at  an  internal 
point  has  been  already  found.  We  must  therefore  find  the 
Potential  at  P  due  to  the  shell  at  the  surface  of  this  sphere — 
observing  that,  according  to  the  shape  of  the  spheroid,  the 
thickness  of  this  shell  measured  outwards  from  the  surface  of  the 
sphere  may  be  positive  or  negative.  If  the  equation  of  the 
sur&ce  is  r  =  a(l  +ay),  the  thickness  of  the  shell  at  any  point 
is  (nearly)  a  ay;  or  the  value  of  /  ranges  from  /  =  a  to 
/=  fl (1  +ay).  If  V  is  the  Potential  at  P  (internal)  due  to  the 
shell, 

Performing  the  integ^tion  in  /  first,  we  have 

which,  by  Art.  352,  is 

-=4a.pa''|r.+3^7,  +  -,r,  +  ...  +  ^-^_3^,r,+...J,(ii) 

in  which  the  ¥'&  belong  to  the  attracted  point  P.  To  this 
must  be  added  27r/3fl*— |7rp5^,  which  is  due  to  the  sphere  of 
ra^us  a,  so  that 

^=2^pa^-inpS^  +  4ai^pa^\...+^^r^,r,+  ,..\.     (12) 
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As  has  been  already  proved,  the  terms  Tq  and  J^  may  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  case  of  a  heterogeneous  spheroid  is  treated  exactly  as 
before.  The  point  P  being  internal,  let  b  be  the  parameter  of 
the  stratum  of  constant  density  passing  through  P,  and  take  for 
F  the  sum  of  the  Potentials  due  to  the  spheroid  as  far  as  this 
stratum  and  to  the  portion  between  this  stratum  and  the  bound- 
ing surface  (of  parameter  a).  The  point  P  is  external  to  the 
first,  and  the  corresponding  part  of  Fis  given  by  (10)  in  which 
we  have  simply  to  change  the  limit  a  to  £  in  the  integrations. 
The  Potential  due  to  any  stratum  {(/,  p)  surrounding  P  can  be 
obtained  by  subtracting  the  Potential  due  to  a  iolid  homogeneous 
spheroid,  ((^,  p)  from  that  due  to  a  iolid  homogeneous  spheroid 
{a^-\-da\p).  Thus  by  (12)  the  Potential  due  to  the  stratum 
(a\  p)  is 

Integ^ting  this  between  a'  =  i  and  of  =  a,  we  have  by 
addition  to  the  first  portion, 

7=1^ /.'""■'■'^•••■^(iTW?"/''"'*'""'''''*- 

+  2  .J%H^')+ ...  *^^«Jlpi  (^)  +  -  •     ('3) 

For  the  discussion  of  the  figure  and  law  of  density  of  the 
strata  of  the  earth  the  reader  will,  of  course,  consult  the  MScanique 
Celeste,  A  valuable  epitome  of  Laplace's  and  other  results  will 
be  found  in  Pratt's  Treatise  on  Attractions,  Laplace^s  Functions, 
and  the  Figure  cf  the  Earth, 


MlSCELLAlTEOUS  EXAMPLES. 

1.  Find  the  work  required  to  scatter  the  particles  of  a  uniform 
circular  plate  to  infinite  distances  £rom  each  other  (for  the  law  of 
nature). 

Ans.  Let  M  be  the  mass  of  the  plate  in  grammes,  a  its  radius 
in  centimetres,  and  y  the  C.  G.  S.  constant  of  gravitation ;  then  the 
work  IB 

-^ ergs. 
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At  any  distance,  x,  from  the  centre,  inside  the  plate 

Jo 
where  r  =  thickness  of  plate.     Hence 

l/rdm—^TTYf^'^l     /    -/a*-ac"sin«(? . xdxdS. 

Jo  Jo 

Perfonn  the  integration  in  x  first ;  &c. 

2.  Considering  the  attraction-intensity  of  an  infinite  plate  at  a 
point  near  its  surface,  show  that  it  is  greater  for  the  law  of  inverse 

square  than  for  the  law  -^  when  n<  2,  and  less  for  the  law  of  inverse 

square  than  for  the  law  —^  when  n  >  2. 

The  attracted  particle  having  any  position  on  the  axis- of  the  plate 

(assumed  circular),  the  attraction-intensity  for  the  law  -j-  is 

( 1  —  cos*  a)  tan*~*a 

2TTypT^ Z—, 

n —  I 

If  the  particle  is  near  the  plate,  cos  a  =  x,  where  x  is  very  small, 
tan  a  =  -  9  and  the  most  important  part  of  this  expression  becomes 

X 

.  ;  from  which  the  result  follows. 

(w-l)*— «' 

3.  At  a  point  in  the  plane  of  a  uniform  circular  plate  outside  its 
circumference,  the  Potential  is 

where  x  is  the  distance  of  the  point  from  the  centre,  and  K  and  E 
are  the  complete  elliptic  integrals  of  the  first  and  second  kinds  with 

modulus  —  • 

X 

[Let  F  be  the  point,  0  the  centre,  Q  any  point  on  the  circum- 
ference, LOFQ  =  Q ;  then  

r=4ypT      -/a»-aj«sin«dd^, 
Jo 

where   a  =  sin~^- •     Let  x  sin  d  =  a  sin  <f>,  where   <f>  is   the   angle 

X 

between  QF  and  QO ;  Ac] 

4.  Find  a  function,  <f>,  of  r  only  which  satisfies  the  equation 

where  a  is  independent  of  r. 

Ana.  <f)  =  A \-B • 

r  r 

The  equation  (y),  p.  281,  becomes      '      -ha'.r0  =  0* 
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5.  Fig.  228,  p.  1,  represents  a  homogeneous  solid  rectangular  block 
whose  density  is  p  grammes  per  cub.  cm. ;  the  sides  are  AD  =  2a  cm., 
BD  =  (  cm.,  D(y  =  A  cm. ;  find  the  attraction-intensity  at  a  point, 
F,  which  is  on  the  perpendicular  to  AD  At  its  middle  point  and  lies 
in  the  plane  of  the  face  AOBD. 

Ans,  If  /)  is  the  distance  (in  centimetres)  of  P  from  the  side 
ADt  and  H  X,  Z  are  the  components  of  the  force-intensity  in  and 
perpendicular  to  the  plane  AOBD, 

rp+b  ah 

X  =  2ypy^       ^'^  ^^^^-^——.dx;     (dynes  per  gramme.) 

Z •=z2yp  j       iog^  \  — i .  dx.     (dynes  per  gramme.) 

-^P  a;(a+yA*  +  a*  +  aj») 

6.  Apply  the  preceding  to  calculate  the  deviation  of  the  plumb- 
line  caus^  by  a  large  rectangular  table-land  in  the  following 
instance. 

'A  table-land  1610  feet  high,  commencing  at  a  distance  of  20  miles 
from  Takal  Kliera  near  the  great  arc  of  meridian  in  India,  runs 
80  miles  north,  and  60  miles  to  the  east  and  60  to  the  west.'  (Pratt's 
AUraetions,  Lajlacis  Functions,  and  the  Figure  of  the  Earth,  p.  48.) 

Observe  that  h  is  here  very  small  compared  with  the  other  li4;iear 
dimensions. 

Assume  p  to  be  2 .  8,  Le.  about  half  the  mean  density  of  the  Earth, 
or  the  density  of  statuary  marble  ;  also  assume  160933  centimetres 
in  1  mile,     llien,  since  a  grramme  mass  weighs  at  the  surface  of  the 

Earth  about  980  dynes,  the  circular  measure  of  the  deviation  is : 

^  980 ' 

and  the  deviation  is  found  to  be  about  4^^.  8— so  considerable  a  dis- 
turbance that  (it  is  stated)  the  place  in  question  was  abandoned  as 
a  principal  station  of  the  survey.  We  have  neglected  Z  in  this  result, 
as  is,  of  course,  allowable. 

7.  Wlien  by  the  method  of  Inversion  (Art  334)  a  system  of  points 
(a/,  y^,  s^)  is  deduced  frt>m  a  given  system  (x,  y,  z),  show  that  if  the 

d  d  d  d         ,    d^       d*       d* 

operations  x -  +y-  +  ^_,  or  r-,  and   ^  +  ^  +  ^   are, 

respectively,  denoted  by  b  and  V',  we  have 

r*  2 

V*—  —  V*—  — i 
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ANALYSTS   OF   STRAINS   AND   STRESSES. 

356.]  Definitions  of  Strain  and  Stress.  When  a  natnial 
solid  (such  as  iron,  wood,  &c.),  or  any  material  medium,  is  not 
acted  upon  by  any  external  forces,  its  particles  assume  certain 
determinate  distances  firom  each  other,  and  the  body  is  then  said 
to  be  in  its  natural  state,  Sut  when  forces  act  on  it  either  at  its 
surface  or  throughout  its  mass,  or  when  any  disturbance  is  pro- 
pagated through  its  interior,  these  natural  distances  between 
tts  particles  suffer  alteration,  and  the  body  is  said  to  be  in  a  state 
of  strain.  Thus  a  fluid  exerting  pressure,  a  medium  propagating 
sound,  and  the  luminiferous  ether  when  it  is  propagating  light 
are  instances  of  a  body  in  a  state  of  strain. 

The  change  of  the  natural  distances  between  the  particles  is 
always  attended  by  the  production  of  internal  forces,  or,  as  they 
are  called,  internal  stresses,  or  simply  stresses ;  and  these  stresses 
will  depend,  as  we  shall  see,  both  on  the  nature  of  the  body  and 
on  the  nature  of  the  strain  in  any  case. 


Section  I. 


Analysis  of  Small  Strains, 


357.]  Displacements  of  a  Bigid  Body.  It  has  been  already 
pointed  out  (Chap.  XV)  that  the  general  motion  of  a  rigid  body 
consists  of  a  motidh  of  translation  which  is  the  same  for  all  its 
particles,  together  with  a  rotation  round  an  axis  through  an 
angle  which  is  the  same  for  all  its  particles.     These  displace- 
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ments  do  not  alter  the  distance  between  any  two  particles  of  the 
body,  and  they  are  therefore  unaccompanied  by  the  development 
of  stress  in  its  interior.  Stress  results  only  from  the  alteration 
of  distances  between  pairs  of  particles,  and  hence  in  treating  of 
strains  and  stresses  all  displacements,  whether  of  translation  or 
of  rotation,  which  are  impressed,  with  common  magnitude,  upon 
all  particles  of  the  body,  may  be  discarded ;  and  again  any  such 
common  displacement  may  be  freely  introduced  if  it  is  found 
convenient  for  analysis. 

358.]  Changes  in  Belative  Co-ordinates.     Let  a  system  of 
rectangular  axes,   Ox,   Oy,  Oz,   (Fig.   290)   be  fixed  in  space; 
through  any  point,  P,  in  the  natural  solid  under  consideration 
let  Pxy  Py,  Pz  be 
drawn    parallel    to 
the  fixed  axes.    Let 
the  particle  at  P  be 
displaced  to  P^,  and 
suppose  that  the  co- 
ordinates (a?,y,  z)  of 
P  referred   to   the 
axes  through  0  are 
increased  by  small 
quantities,  «,  v,  «?, 
respectively.      The         ' 
co-ordinates   of   P'  ^'  ^' 

are  therefore  ^r  +  «,  y  + 1;,  ^r  +  «?.  Now  these  displacements  u,  v,  to 
depend  on  the  position  of  the  point  P,  i.e.  they  are  functions  of 
its  co-ordinates  depending  on  the  Jaw  according  to  which  the 
strain  is  produced.  We  have  then,  when  the  kind  of  strain  is 
specified,  some  such  equations  as 

«*=/i(^»y»4   «'=/2(^»y>4   «'=/8(^>y>4 
where/1,/2,/3  are  symbols  of  functionality. 

Let  Q  be  a  particle  very  near  P,  and  let  its  co-ordinates  with 
reference  to  the  axes  drawn  through  P  be  (f,  t|,  C).  Then  the 
displacements  of  Q  parallel  to  the  axes  are  obviously 

/i(^  +  £  y  +  17,  z-^O, 

/2(^  +  £  y  +  ^>  ^  +  0, 

/aC^  +  f,  y  +  ^i   ^  +  0, 
that  is,  by  Taylor's  Theorem, 


/^ 


y 
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356.]  Definitions  of  Strain  and  Stress.  When  a  natnial 
solid  (such  as  iron,  wood,  &c.),  or  any  material  medium,  is  not 
acted  upon  by  any  external  forces,  its  particles  assume  certain 
determinate  distances  from  each  other,  and  the  body  is  then  said 
to  be  in  its  natural  state.  But  when  forces  act  on  it  either  at  its 
surface  or  throughout  its  mass,  or  when  any  disturbance  is  pro- 
pagated through  its  interior,  these  natural  distances  between 
tts  particles  suffer  alteration,  and  the  body  is  said  to  be  in  a  state 
of  drain.  Thus  a  fluid  exerting  pressure,  a  medium  propagating 
sound,  and  the  luminiferous  ether  when  it  is  propagating  light 
are  instances  of  a  body  in  a  state  of  strain. 

The  change  of  the  natural  distances  between  the  particles  is 
always  attended  by  the  production  of  Internal  forces,  or,  as  they 
are  called,  internal  stresses,  or  simply  stresses ;  and  these  stresses 
will  depend,  as  we  shall  see,  both  on  the  nature  of  the  body  and 
on  the  nature  of  the  strain  in  any  case. 


Section  I. 


Analysis  of  Small  Strains. 


357.]  Displacements  of  a  Rigid  Body.  It  has  been  already 
pointed  out  (Chap.  XV)  that  the  general  motion  of  a  ri^id  body 
consists  of  a  motidh  of  translation  which  is  the  same  for  all  its 
particles,  together  with  a  rotation  round  an  axis  through  an 
angle  which  is  the  same  for  all  its  particles.     These  displace- 
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ments  do  not  alter  the  distance  between  any  two  particles  of  the 
body,  and  they  are  therefore  unaccompanied  by  the  development 
of  stress  in  its  interior.  Stress  results  only  from  the  alteration 
of  distances  between  pairs  of  particles,  and  hence  in  treating  of 
strains  and  stresses  all  displacements,  whether  of  translation  or 
of  rotation,  which  are  impressed,  with  common  magnitude,  upon 
all  particles  of  the  body,  may  be  discarded ;  and  again  any  such 
common  displacement  may  be  jfreely  introduced  if  it  is  found 
convenient  for  analysis. 

358.]  Changes  in  Belative  Co-ordinates.     Let  a  system  of 
rectangular  axes,   Oa?,   Oy,   Or,   (Fig.   290)   be  fixed  in  space; 
through  any  point,  P,  in  the  natural  solid  under  consideration 
let  Pxy  Py,  Pz  be 
drawn    parallel    to 
the  fixed  axes.    Let 
the  particle  at  P  be 
displaced  to  P',  and 
suppose  that  the  co- 
ordinates (a?,y,  z)  of 
P  referred   to  the 
axes  through  0  are 
increased  by  small 
quantities,  u^  Vy  ir, 
respectively.      The         ' 
co-ordinates   of   P'  ^'  ^^' 

are  therefore  x-^-v^y-^-v^  z-\-w.  Now  these  displacements  «,  t^,  w 
depend  on  the  position  of  the  point  P,  i.e.  they  are  functions  of 
its  co-ordinates  depending  on  the  Jaw  according  to  which  the 
strain  is  produced.  We  have  then,  when  the  kind  of  strain  is 
specified,  some  such  equations  as 

^=/i(^»y»4  «'=/2(^>y>4  «'=/8(^>y»4 

where/u/gj/a  ^^  symbols  of  fiinctionality. 

Let  Q  be  a  particle  very  near  P,  and  let  its  co-ordinates  with 
reference  to  the  axes  drawn  through  P  be  (f,  17,  C)*  Then  the 
displacements  of  Q  parallel  to  the  axes  are  obviously 

/i(^  +  f,  y  +  17,  ^  +  0, 

/2(^  +  f,  y  +  ^>  ^  +  0, 

/aC^  +  f,  y  +  ^,   ^  +  0, 
that  is,  by  Taylor's  Theorem, 


/^ 


y 
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j.du        du       j,du  j^dv         dv       ^dv 

j.dw        dw       ^dw 

Suppose  Q  to  come  to  Q'  by  displacement.  Then  in  consider- 
ing the  nature  of  the  strain  in  the  neighbourhood  of  P,  we  may, 
by  last  Article,  impress  on  every  particle  of  the  body  a  motion  of 
translation  represented  in  magnitude  and  sense  by  P'P,  so  that 
P'  will  be  brought  back  to  P  without  in  any  way  interfering 
with  the  strain  of  the  solid.  By  drawing  Q'Q''  equal  and 
pai-allel  to  T^Py  the  particle  which  was  originally  at  Q  may  now 
be  considered  to  be  at  Q^' ;  and  a  similar  process  is  to  be  repeated 
for  all  other  particles.  The  part  of  the  strain,  therefore,  due  to 
the  alteration  of  the  distance  between  P  and  Q  will  depend  on 
the  co-ordinates  of  Q"  with  reference  to  Pa?,  Py,  Pz.  These  co- 
ordinates are,  of  course,  the  excesses  of  those  of  Q'  over  those  of 
P' ;  and  therefore  the  relative  co-ordinates  of  Q"  are 

>/.      ^Wv         du       ^du      j^dv         r        dv\       ^dv 

j^dw         dw       ^/.       dwy. 

in  other  words,  the  changes,  Af,  Arj,  Af,  in  f,  t;,  C,  are 

,>      j,du         du       ^du        ,         ^dv         dv      ^dv 
^       ^  dx       *  dy       ^  dz  '      ^  dx      '  dy      ^  dz' 

Cor.  1.  All  particles  near  P  which  in  the  natural  state  lie  in 
one  platie  will  after  strain  also  lie  in  one  plane.  For  if  the  co- 
ordinates of  Q"  are  denoted  by  f ',  r\\  f  ,  we  have 

which  equations,  being  linear,  give  f,  7;,  f  linearly  in  terms  of 
i\  ^\  C'«  Remembering  that  j~'  j">«««  ^r®  ^11  small,  these 
equations  g^ve  f  =  f'+  small  quantities  of  the  order  of  -j-  5  &c. ; 
so  that  in  any  terms  multiplied  by  ^, ...  f'  may  be  put  for  f, 
y{  for  7;,  and  C  for  C* 
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Hence  we  have,  to  the  order  of  accuracy  adopted, 

duy.       ,  du      ,  du 


(1) 


dx        dy         ^       dz 
Therefore  if  all  the  points  (f  ,  %  f )  lie  in  the  plane 

all  the  points  (f ',  r\\  (J)  will  also  lie  in  a  plane.  That  is,  every 
plane  curve  is  strained  into  a  plane  curve  in  a  different  plane. 

Cor.  2.  AU  particles  near  P  whkh  in  the  natural  state  lie  in 
one  right  line  will  after  strain  also  lie  in  one  right  line.  For  if 
we  have 

Jf+5i7  +  Cf+i>  =  0   and   .i'f +J5'iy  +  C'C+i>' =  0, 

we  shall  have  ^',  r}\  Ci  also  satisfying  two  linear  equations. 

Cor.  3.  Two  parallel  right  lines  in  the  natural  state  are  changed 
into  two  parallel  right  lines  (with  a  different  direction)  in  the 
strained  state. 

For,  one  of  the  two  lines  being  given  by  the  equations 

the  other  will  be  g^ven  by  two  equations  in  which  the  terms  D 
and  1/  alone  are  altered.  Substitute  for  ^,  t;,  (  their  values  in 
terms  of  f ',  rfy  ^,  and  observe  that  the  values  of  I)  and  1/  do  not 
influence  the  direction  cosines  of  the  line  into  which  any  one  ia 
converted  by  strain. 

359.]  Elongation  in  any  Direction.  Supposing  P  and  Q 
to  be,  as  before,  two  particles  in  the  natural  state  of  the  body, 
the  elongation  in  the  direction  PQ  is  defined  as  the  ratio  of  the 
change  produced  by  strain  in  the  distance  between  these  same 
particles  to  the  original  distance  between  them.     Hence  the 

elongation  in  the  direction  PQ  is        pQ — »  or  — ,  if  p  denotes 

PQ,^  and  Ap  the  change  in  p. 

Now  p2^^2^^2^^^ 

.-.     pAp  =  f  Af+iyAiy  +  CAC; 


380  ANALYSIS   OF   STRAINS   AND   STRESSES.  [359. 

or  if  we  substitute  for  Af,  A?;,  and  Af  their  values  from  last 
Article, 

Let  the  cosines  of  the  angles  made  by  PQ  with  Pa?,  Py,  Pz  be 
/,  /»,  »,  respectively,  let 

du  ^      dv  ^  ^    dw  ^ 
dx"    ^  dy^    ^   dz  "   ' 

and  denote  the  elongation  by  € ;  then  the  last  eq[uation  gives 

The  elongation  in  any  direction  may  be  graphically  represented 
as  follows : 

Construct  at  P  the  quadric  sur&ce  whose  equation  referred  to 
the  spatially  fixed  axes  Px,  Py^  Pz  is 

flf2+it;2  +  cC2  +  2*3f,;  +  2*it;C+2«2Cf  =:it2  (2) 

where  h  is  any  constant  linear  magnitude.  If  r  is  the  length  of 
the  line  PQ  intercepted  by  this  surface,  we  have 

•••     *  =  p.  (3) 

or  tke  elongation  in  any  direction  varies  inversely  as  the  square  of 
the  radius  vector  of  the  Elongation  Quadric  in  this  direction^  if  we 
agree  to  call  the  above  surface  the  Elongation  Quadric. 

It  is  possible,  however,  that  equation  (2)  may  fail  to  represent 
the  elongation  in  all  directions.  For  there  may  be  contraction 
(negative  elongation)  in  some  directions,  and  then  (2)  will  repre- 
sent a  hyperbolic  surface,  the  radii  of  which  will  g^ve  as  in  (3) 
the  elongations^  while  the  contractions  must  be  given  by  con- 
structing the  surface 

«f2  +  j7;2  +  (?f2  +  2«3fi7  +  2*j7,C+2*2Cf  =  -*^>  (4) 


359.] 


ELONGATION   IN  ANY   DIEEOTION. 


381 


Fig.  291. 


which  is  the  hyperboloid  conjugate  to  that  which  gives  the 
elongations. 

Unless,  then,  all 
lines  are  contracted  or 
all  lines  elongated, 
there  will  really  be 
two  quadrics  required, 
one  to  represent  elon- 
gations and  the  other 
to  represent  contrac- 
tions. 

For  example,  consider  the  simple  case  in  which  the  strain  is 
made  by  drawing  out  all  lines  perpendicular  to  the  plane  yz  in 
the  same  proportion,  and  contracting  all  lines  perpendicular  to 
the  plane  xz  in  the  same  proportion ;  so  that 

u  :=  ax,   r  =  — ^,   w  =1  0. 

Then  the  elongation  is  given  by  the  equation  €  =  al^—hm^. 
Now  this  expression  is  negative  when  bm^>aPy  and  if  we  con- 
struct a  surface  whose  equation  is  a^^^bri^  =  0,  i.e.  two  planes 
through  the  axis  otz,  this  surface  will  form  the  boundary  between 
lines  which  are  elongated  and  lines  which  are  contracted.  The 
elongations  are  given  by  the  radii  of  the  sur&ce  a^^  —  brj^  =  i!^, 
a  hyperbolic  cylinder,  the  section  of  which  by  the  plane  ay  is 
represented  in  Fig.  291  by  the  curve  (DAC,  IfA'C'^ ;  and  the 
contractions  by  the  conjugate  surfiice  6t^— a^*  =  P,  which  is 
represented  by  {1)BC\  I/B^C) ;  the  planes  of  no  elongation  or 
contraction  being  the  asymptotic  planes,  BI/^  CC\  of  these 
surfaces. 

All  lines  through  P  along  which  the  elongation  is  the  same 
lie  on  a  cone  whose  equation  is  easily  found  from  (1).  For, 
putting  c(/^  +  w^  +  »^)  for  c,  we  have 

(a  —  e)  ?  +  (J  —  f)  »i^  +  (c  —  €)  «2  +  2*3/«j  +  2«i7««  +  2 *2 w^  =  0  ; 

and  if  ^,  ty,  C  are  the  co-ordinates  of  any  point  on  the  line 
(/,  m^  «),  we  have  /:i»:»  =  f:T?:C;  therefore  this  equation  gives 

which,  if  6  is  constant,  denotes  a  cone  whose  vertex  is  P.  This 
is  called  the  cone  of  equal  elongation.  If  6  is  taken  =  0,  we  get 
a  cone  of  no  elongation,  and  it  is  evidently  (when  real)  the 
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asymptotic  cone  both  of  the  Elongation  Quadric  and  of  the 

Compression  Quadric. 

Cor.  1.     The  elongations  in  the  directions  of  the  axes  of  x^y^z 

,.    ,         ,  du   dv  dw 

are,  respectively,  a,  *>  ^»  <>>*  ^>  ^»  ^  • 

Cor.  2.  The  elongation  is  tiie  same  along  all  parallel  lines  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  P.  For  if  R  is  any  point  very  near  P, 
the  value  of  €  along  a  direction  (/,  w ,  n)  at  R  is  got  by  using  the 
values  of  a,  b,  c,  s^,  S2,  s^  at  R  in  equation  (l).  But  these  values 
at  R  differ  from  the  values  at  P  by  infinitesimals  of  the  second 
order.     Therefore,  &c. 

Cor.  3.  Any  small  parallelogram  or  parallelopiped  in  the  natural 
state  in  the  neighbourhood  of  P  is  chnnged  into  another  parallelo- 
gram or  parallelopiped  by  the  strain. 

For  (Cor.  3,  Art.  358)  any  two  parallel  lines  are  strained  into 
two  parallel  lines,  and  (Cor.  2,  Art.  359)  they  are  equally  elon- 
gated.    Therefore,  &c. 

Cor.  4.  A  small  circle  very  near  P  in  any  plane  is  strained  into 
an  ellipse  in  a  different  plane. 

For,  let  AQB  (Fig.  292)  be  a  circle  in  the  natural  state  ;  let 
OA  and  OB  be  any  two  rectangular  diameters,  Q  any  point  on 
the  circle,  and  Q3/and  QN  perpendiculars  on  OA  and  OB.  Let 
the  lines  OA  and  OB  become  oa  and  ob  (in  a  different  plane)  by 

the  strain,  and  let  Q  become 
q.  The  circle  will  become  a 
curve  in  the  plane  of  oa  and  ob 
by  Cor.  1,  Art.  358.  Also  if 
qm  and  qn  are  drawn  parallel 
to  ob  and  oa,  the  lines  QM 
Fig.  293.  aiid  QN  will  become  qm  and 

qn ;  for  M  must  become  some 
point  on  oa  (Cor.  2,  Art.  358),  and  OB  and  QM  must  become 
parallel  lines  (Cor.  3,  Art.  358). 

Again,  if  <  is  the  elongation  along  OA, 

<?(!  =  (1  +  6)  OA  and  <?w  =  (1  +  c)  0M\ 

OM  _  Om 
'''     OA^  Oa' 


(^ 


similarly 


ON 
OB 


on 
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therefore  — =-  +  — ^  =  1, 

oar       or 

which  shows  that  the  carve  on  which  q  lies  is  an  ellipse  having 
the  lines  oa  and  ob  for  conjugate  semi-diameters. 

Hence  every  pair  of  rectangular  radii  of  a  circle  is  strained 
into  a  pair  of  semi-conjugate  diameters  of  an  ellipse ;  and  since 
among  these  latter  there  is  one  rectangular  pair  (the  axes  of  the 
ellipse),  it  follows  that  •ome  two  rectangular  diameters  of  the  circle 
are  strained  into  two  rectangular  lines.  Hence  in  every  plane  near 
P  can  always  be  found  two  reetangolar  lines  which  are  strained 
into  two  rectangular  lines. 

Cor.  5.  Any  two  small  coplanar  areas  in  tie  natural  state  are 
strained  into  two  eoplanar  areas  having  the  same  ratio  to  each  other 
as  the  unstrained  areas. 

For  let  CAB  and  CA'V  be  any  two  elementary  rectangles  in 

the  same  plane  near  P  such  that  AB  is  parallel  to  A!V  and  AC 

parallel  to  A'C     Then  by  Cor.  3  these  will  be  strained  into  two 

parallelograms,  cah  and  ffdh\  such  that  ah  is  parallel  to  a'V  and 

ac  to  Jc . 

.^  area  cah  acxab 

Hence 


/ 1/ 


areae^a'^'  "  n^c'xa'b 

Let  €  be  the  elongation  in  the  direction  AB  and  t^  that  in  the 
direction  AC:  then 

ab  =  (\+€)AB,  a'b'  =  {l+€)A'B'; 
ac  =  (1  +f')^C,  a'c'  =  (1  +e')^'Cr ; 
area  cab  ACx  AB  area  CAB 


therefore 


area  e'a'b'  ^  A'C  x  A'BT  "  area  CA'B^ 


Now,  whatever  be  the  two  areas,  they  can  each  be  broken  up 
into  an  infinitely  great  number  of  small  parallel  rectangular 
strips,  and  the  ratios  of  the  strained  areas  of  these  strips  being 
the  same  as  those  of  the  unstrained,  the  whole  strained  areas 
are  to  each  other  as  the  unstrained  ones. 

Co&.  6.  Every  small  sphere  in  the  natural  siate  is  strained  info 
a  small  ellipsoid.  This  is  evident  from  Cor.  4,  since  the  sphere, 
being  a  surface  every  section  of  which  is  a  circle,  must  alter  into 
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B^ 


a  surface  every  section  of  which  is  an  ellipse.     Nevertheless  for 
clearness  we  may  repeat  the  proof  of  that  Cor.     Let  0-4,  0-ff,  OC 

be  any  three  rect- 
angular semi  -  dia- 
meters of  the  sphere, 
Q  any  point  on  the 
sphere,  QR  a  line 
parallel  to  OC  ter- 
minated by  the  plane 
b  0A£,  and  RM,  RN 

pjg  293.  parallels  to   OB  and 

OA,  Let  the  lines 
OA,  OB,  OC  be  strained  into  oa,  6b,  oc,  and  Q  to  q.  Then  by 
Cor.  3,  Art.  359,  QR,  RM,  and  RN  will  be  strained  into  qr,  rm, 
and  m  which  are  parallels  to  oc,  ob,  and  oa  terminated  by  the 
planes  oab,  oac^  and  obc.     AI90  by  Cor.  2, 

oa   _^  om      .      om  _^  OM 
OA^OM'  ^'^'m^  OA' 

ON     ar      QR 
OC 


similarly 


But 


therefore 


on 
Vb 

OA^ 


-7.-.0    + 


OB' 
ON^ 


91 

OC 


QR" 


OB^   •  OC^ 

om^      on^     qr^ 
—     -I 4-  2—  =  1 


=  1, 


ob^ 


which  shows  that  the  surface  on  which  q  lies  is  an  ellipsoid 
having  oa,  ob,  oc  for  a  system  of  conjugate  semi-diameters. 

Hence  every  rectangular  set  of  radii  of  a  sphere  in  the  natural 
state  is  strained  into  a  system  of  conjugate  semi^iameters  of  the 
ellipsoid  into  which  the  sphere  is  changed ;  and  it  follows  that 
there  is  one  rectangular  set  which  is  strained  into  a  rectangular 
set  and  altered  in  directions,  the  latter  being  the  axes  of  the 
ellipsoid  into  which  the  sphere  is  strained. 

Cor.  7.  Any  two  small  volumes  in  the  natural  state  are  strained 
into  two  small  volumes  which  bear  the  same  ratio  to  each  other  as 
the  unstrained  volumes.  The  proof  of  this  proceeds  exactly  as  in 
Cor.  5. 

360.]  Lines  of  no  Botation.  Let  us  enquire  whether,  with 
the  given  strain,  it  is  possible  to  find  a  particle  Q,  in  the  natural 
state  of  the  body,  such  that  its  displaced  position,  Q",  shall  be 
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on  the  line  PQ.  If  this  is  so,  all  particles  (near  P)  on  the  line 
PQ  will  retain  the  same  direction  with  respect  to  P;  Le.  the 
line  PQ  will  not  suflTer  rotation  by  the  strain. 

>/-     rf«\       du     j,du 

rru     J-      ^-            •          e  z>o'/        "^^       dx'      * dy       dz 
The  direction  cosines  of  P  Q    are jjrp; » .  •  •  j 

i  .  ^ 

and  those  of  PQ  are  p^ , .  •  •  •     Hence  if  these  are  the  same, 


>/.     <;?Wx        du     jiu 


P<2" 


%       dz 


><2 


with  two  similar  equations.     Now  PQ"  =  (!+€)  PQ, ;  hence 

//;?w       \  ^    du         du    ^ 

with  two  similar  equations ;  or  if  /,?«,»  be  the  direction  cosines 
of  PQ,  a  line  of  no  rotation, 


,/rfw       \         du       du       ^ 


dy        dz 


jdv         /dv       \       dv       ^ 


dy 


jdw        dw        rdw      \ 


(1) 


rfi:  '    '  dy  '   "^rfxr 
By  eliminating  /,  «»,  ^  from  these  equations,  we  obtain  the 
cubic  equation  for  € 

du  du     du 


dx      ^    dy*    dz 


dv      dv 


dv 
dz 


—  € 


=  0, 


(2) 


dx*    dy 

dw    dto    dw 

dx*    dy*   dz 

which  gives  necessarily  one  real  value  of  c  and  may  give  three 
real  values. 

Hence  in  the  small  general  strain  of  an  elastic  solid  there  is  at 
every  point  at  least  one  line  of  no  rotation. 

361.]  Change  of  inclination  of  two  lines.  In  the  unstrained 
state  let  there  be  two  points,  Qj  and  Qg  very  near  P,  and  let  </> 
be  the  angle  between  the  lines  PQi  and  PQ^  We  propose  to 
find  the  angle  between  the  lines  into  which  these  are  strained. 
Let  (f  J  ?;i  Ct)  wid  (^2  '7a  Ca)  ^  ^^  co-ordinates  of  Q^  and  Q,  with 

VOL.  II.  c  c 
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reference  to  Pa?,  Py,  Pz  (Fig.  2^6)  \  and  supposing  that  the 
strained  positions  of  Qi  and  Qg  ^*^  Qi"  *^^  ^2"*  whose  co- 
ordinates are  (^1'  ri^  C\)  and  (^2'  V2  (2)9  ^^  have,  by  Art.  357, 

/•  /      /^       \>  du     ^  du        ,      M  dv     ,^     J.      ^  J,  dv 

Hence,  n^lecting  sqnares  and  prodncts  of  a,  b,...,^-,...,  we 
have  f /f / + j/i'ij/  +  C{  C2  =  f  1  f  2 + •»!'?» + Ci  Ci 

/    *         >  \  /dv      dw\     ,  -.  ^      *  >  \  /^W7      du\ 
If  ^'  is  the  angle  between  PQ,"  and  PQ,", 

SO  that  if  61  and  €2  ^^  the  elongations  in  the  directions  PQ,^  and 
PQ25  a^d  (^%«i),  (^2  ^2  ^2)  t^®  direction  cosines  of  the  lines 
PQi  and  PQ2>  the  above  equation  gives 

(1  +ej)(l+€2)cOSc/)'=  cos  </)+ 2(^/1/2 +  ^^1*^*2  +  ^^1^) 

+  2*3(/l»«2  +  ^2^l)  +  2*l(«*lfl2  +  W2ni)  +  2*2(fll/2  +  »2'l); 

or  dividing  out  by  (1  +  tj)  (1  +  cj, 

cos  <^'=  cos  </)  (1  —  e^  —  fg)  +  2  (a/i4  +  ^*^2  +  ^1^2) 

+  2*3(/lW2  +  /2Wl)+2*i(WiW2  +  ^2^l)  +  2*2(^1^2  +  «2^l)>        (^) 

the  products  of  the  elongations  and  the  small  quantities  ii,  i, ... 
«3,...  being  rejected.     The  change  in  the  cosine  of  the  angle 

between  any  two  rectangular  lines  is  got  by  putting  ^  =  -  • 
Denoting  this  change  by  2*,  we  have 

9  =  a/1/2  +  ^1^2  +  ^1^2 

+  *8(^l%  +  4^l)+*l(%^2  +  %^l)  +  *2(»1^2  +  «2^x)-     (2) 


361.]         CHANGE   OF   INCLINATION  OP   TWO   LINJIS.  387 

Cor.  1.  The  quantities  2*3,  2*i,  2s^  are,  respectively,  tie  cosines 
of  tie  angles  between  the  strained  positions  of  the  axes  qf  (a?,  y\ 

{h  4  (^'  ^)' 

Hence  the  lines  through  P  which  in  the  unstrained  state  of 

the  body  were  parallel  to  the  axes  of  reference  are  changed  by- 
strain  into  slightly  oblique  pairs  of  lines  containing,  respect* 
ively,  angles  equal  to 

2~^*3J     2""   *i'     2""  *^' 
Cob.  2.  The  result  at  the  end  of  Cor.  6,  Art.  359,  easily  follows 
from  the  value  of  cos  4>  in  (!)•     For  if  ^  =  -  and  also  ^'=  - > 

u  2 

the  directions  of  the  lines  PQ^  and  PQ2  <^^  connected  by  the 
equation 

or    (a/j  +  *3  Wj  +  *2«i)  I2  +  (*3^i  +  J«»i  +  *i«i)  ^2  + 

(*2^1  +  h^l  +  ^1)  ^2  =  ^» 

which  shows  that  PQi  and  PQ2  ^^  conjugate  diameters  of  the 
quadric       a^«  +  67,2  +  c(:2^2/.3^  +  2*ii7<r+2^2Cf=*', 

k  being  any  constant. 

Cor.  3.  The  quafitities  b-i-c,  c  +  a,  a  +  b  are,  respectively,  the 
areal  dilatations,  that  is,  the  ratios  qf  increase  qf  small  areas  to 
their  original  values  in  the  planes  ofyz,  zx,  xy. 

For,  since  all  small  areas  near  P  in  the  plane  ^2;  are  altered  in 
the  same  ratio,  to  determine  this  ratio  we  may  take  a  small 
rectangle  with  lengths  m  and  n  along  Py  and  Pz.  The  sides  of 
this  become  (Cor.  1,  Art.  359)  (1  +i)  m  and  (1  +<?)  «,  and,  the 
cosine  of  the  angle  between  them  becoming  ^j,  the  sine  of  this 
angle  is  1  to  the  order  of  accuracy  adopted.     Hence  the  new 

area  18  {\^b){l-^c)mn,    or    mn'{-{b'{-c)mn\ 

or  if  A  and  A'  are  the  unstrained  and  strained  areas 

A'^A 


A 


=  £  +  c  =  areal  dilatation. 


Similarly  for  dilatations  in  the  other  planes, 

c  C  2 
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Cob.  4.  TAe  quantity  a  +  b-^c  is  tie  cubical  dilatation^  that  is, 
tie  ratio  of  tie  increase  of  any  small  volume  at  P  to  the  unstrained 
magnitude  of  this  volume. 

For,  since  all  small  volumes  near  P  are  increased  in  the  same 
ratio,  to  determine  this  ratio  we  may  take  a  small  and  rect- 
angular parallelepiped  with  edges  m,  n,p  along  the  axes  Px,  Py,  Pz, 
These  edges  become  (l+«)  ^1  (1+^)  »>  (1+^)  P>  respectively, 
and  the  sines  of  the  angles  between  them  are  each  1,  to  the  order 
adopted.     Hence  the  strained  volume  is 

(1  +«)(!  •\-b){l-\'c)mnp,    or     mnp  +  (a  +  b -^ c) mnp  \ 
so  that  if  F  and  F^  are  the  unstrained  and  strained  volumes, 

F'-^F 

— —  =a  +  i  +  c. 

Cor.  6.  We  conclude  at  once  that,  whatever  system  of  rect- 
angular lines  is  dravm  through  P,  the  sum,  a -}- b  +  c,  of  the  elonga- 
tions along  them  is  constant. 

For,  the  ratio  in  which  any  volume  is  increased  cannot  depend 
on  any  particular  set  of  axes  of  reference.  This  also  follows  from 
the  value  of  €  given  in  Art.  359. 

362.]  Transformation  of  Strain.  Given  the  components  of  a 
strain  with  reference  to  one  set  of  rectangular  axes,  to  find  the  com- 
ponents of  the  same  strain  with  reference  to  any  other  set  of 
rectangular  axes. 

The  components  with  reference  to  a  set  of  axes,  Px,  Py,  Pz, 

Y.  '  2       «      «       «      /     ^w         du     dv       ^  .  ,    ^ 

bemg  fl,  ^',  c,  2*3,  2*1,  2*2  Vor^>-..»^+^,  •••;,  we  wish  to 

find  them  with  reference  to  a  set,  Paf,  Prf,  Pz',  whose  direction 

cosines  are  (/,  m,  n),  (l\  m',  n'),  (/", ;/',  »"),  respectively. 

du' 
The  value  of  -7-?  is  simply  the  elongation   in   the  direction 

(/,  m,  n).     Hence 

a'  =  aP  +  bm^  +  cn^  +  2sQlm  +  2Simn  +  2s.^nl, 
with  exactly  similar  values  of  b^  and  c\ 

Again,  ^  +  y->  is  simply  the  cosine  of  the  angle  between  the 

strained  positions  of  the  two  lines  Px^,  Py' ;  hence,  by  (2)  of  last  Art., 
^3^  =  all'  +  bm  m'  -hcnn'  +  s^  (Im'  +  l^m)  H-  *i  (mn'  +  m'n) 

+  *2  (nl'  +  n'l), 
with  exactly  similar  values  of  */  and  s^. 


364.]  PRINCIPAL  AXES,   ETC.,   OP   STRAIN.  389 

Two  Btraing  having  reference  to  two  distinct  sets  of  axes 
are  equivalent  when  each  produces  the  other ;  and  either  may  be 
substituted  for  the  other. 

In  particular,  given  the  strain  components,  e^,  e^,  e^,  referred 
to  the  principal  axes  of  the  strain,  we  have  for  the  components 
with  reference  to  any  system  of  rectangular  axes  the  values 

b  =  e^  V^  +  e^m"^  +  e^n'^  ;  9^  =  e^  IV  +  e^mm'^  +  e^nn'^ 

363.]  The  Strain  Ellipsoid.  It  has  been  already  proved 
(Cor.  6,  Art.  359)  that  a  small  sphere  in  the  unstrained  state  of 
the  body  is  converted  by  the  strain  into  an  ellipsoid.  This 
latter  sur&ce  is  called  the  Strain  Ellipsoid  of  the  given  strain. 
We  here  exhibit  its  deduction  analytically. 

Let  the  point  Q  (Pig.  290)  be  any  point  on  a  sphere  of  radius  r 
and  centre  P,    Then,  Pa?,  Py,  Pz  being  axes  of  co-ordinates, 

It  is  required  to  find  the  surface  traced  out  by  Q",  the  strained 
position  of  Q,  as  the  latter  varies  on  the  surface  of  the  sphere. 
The  co-ordinates  of  Q"  being,  as  in  Art.  358,  ^',  ?j',  (\  we  have 
by  squaring  and  adding 

-2*,C^'-5=.0,      (1) 

which  is  a  quadric,  and  necessarily  an  ellipsoid  since  a  sphere 
must  be  strained  into  a  closed  surface.  As  we  have  been  using 
f,  17,  C^  denote  running  co-ordinates,  we  may  without  confusion 
write  the  equation  of  the  strain  ellipsoid 

-1/2^0.     (2) 

364.]  Principal  Axes  and  Principal  Elongation  of  a  Strain. 

The  principal  axes  of  a  strain  at  any  point  P  are  those  three  rect- 
angular lines  (Cor.  6,  Art.  359)  which  become  by  the  strain  the  axes 
of  the  strain  ellipsoid ;  and  since  in  general  the  direction  of  a 
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line  is  altered  by  the  strain,  the  principal  axes  of  the  strain  are, 
in  general,  rotated  by  the  strain  about  the  point  P. 

The  principal  elongations  of  a  strain  at  any  point  P  are  the 
elongations  along  the  principal  axes.    We  shall  denote  these  by 

Cor.  If  the  axes  of  co-ordinates  at  P  are  taken  in  the  direc- 
tions of  the  axes  of  the  strain  ellipsoid,  the  quantities  s^^  s^^  and 
^3  are  all  zero,  as  is  evident  from  (2)  of  last  Art.,  and  the  equation 
of  this  ellipsoid  will  be 

365.]  Pure  Strain.  A  strain  is  said  to  be  pure  when  the 
lines  at  P  which  become  the  axes  of  the  strain  ellipsoid  are 
unaltered  in  their  directions  by  the  strain. 

366.]  Conditions  for  a  Pure  Strain.  If  6  is  the  elongation 
in  the  direction  of  any  radius  vector  of  the  strain  ellipsoid,  we  have 

p  =  r(l+€), 

where  p  is  the  length  of  this  radius  vector  and  r  the  radius  of  the 
sphere  which  becomes  by  strain  the  strain  ellipsoid. 
Hence  if  the  axes  of  this  ellipsoid  are  a,  /3,  y,  we  have 

o=r(l+<?i), 
^  =  r(l+e2), 
y  =  r(l+^3) 

Now  if  /,  m^  n  are  the  direction-cosines  of  any  axis,  we  have 
(see  Salmon's   Geometry  of  Three  Ditnensions^   or   Frost's   Solul 

Geometry)  {\^a)l^s^.m^s^.n  ^Xl,    ^ 

— *3./+(i  — 6)w— ^^.^  =  A;«,  I  (1) 

the  three  values  (A^,  Ag,  A3)  of  A  obtained  from  these  equations 

being  such  that  the  equation  of  the  ellipsoid  referred  to  its  own 

axes  would  be  -2 

Aia?2  +  A2/  +  A3^2_-=0. 


;2 


Hence      A^rr— ^  =  ^— ^j;   ^^^^k-^^'^   ^3  =  J-^3- 


2  a 


Therefore  if  €  stands  for  any  one  of  the  principal  elongations, 
<^i>  ''2>  ^3>  ^^  equations  (1)  become,  for  the  direction  of  any  oarw, 

(a  — €)/+*3;;/  +  *2^  =  ^>  ) 

*3^+(d— «)»i  +  «i«  =  0,  I  (2) 

^2/+*i»*  +  (c  — «)»  =  0.  J 


367-]  ROTATION  AND   STEAIN   PROPER.  391 

Now  if  there  are  three  unrotated  linq^,  they  are  given  by 
equations  (l),  Art.  360  ;  and  if  the  same  lines  are  determined  by 
(2),  we  must  have 

du  ^  dv  du      dto  dv      dw 

^■"^"*«'     di'^di"^^'     Tz^Ty^^^' 

and  the  conditions  for  pure  strain  are  that  the  displacements 
u^  Vy  w  satisfy  the  equations 

du     dv  ^        du      dw  dv     dw  ^  .  . 

dy     dx^    ^   dz      dx  "    *    dz      dy^    '  ^  ^ 

These  are  the  well-known  conditions  that  the  expression 

udx-^vdy-^wdz, 

in  which  u,  t?,  to  are  functions  of  a?,  y,  z,  should  be  the  perfect 
difierential  of  a  single  function,  (f>  (a?,  y,  z).  When  this  function 
exists,  i.e.  when  the  strain  is  pure,  it  is  called  the  Displacement 
Potential  of  the  strain. 

Hence  the  components,  Af,  A?;,  Af,  of  the  strain  (given  in 
Art.  358)  become  when  the  strain  is  pure 

Af  =a^+*37]  +  *2C,  ) 

A);  =  *3f+«7,  +  *if,  >  (4) 

i.e.  the  coefficient  of  77  in  A^  is  the  same  as  the  coefficient  of  ^ 
in  At;,  &c.  ;  and  this  is  the  distinguishing  character  of  a  pure 
strain.     A  pure  strain  is  also  called  an  irrotational  strain. 

The  values  of  the  principal  elongations  of  a  strain  are  the 
roots  of  the  cubic  equation 


*2>      *1J      ^       ^ 


=  0, 


or       c^  — (a  +  J4-c)c^  +  (aA  +  ic  +  c«  — *i^— *2''~*3^)^ 

4-  a*i^  +  hs^  +  cs^ — aba  —  2*1*5^.^3  =  0. 

367.]  Botation  and  Strain  proper.  Every  strain  can  be  resolved 
into  a  pure  strain  and  a  rotation.  By  a  rotation  here  is  meant  such 
a  displacement  as  a  rigid  body  undergoes  in  turning  round  an  axis, 
and  we  propose  to  show  that  the  general  small  displacement  at 
any  point  P  of  a  body,  may  be  produced  by  two  operations,  viz. 
first  holding  fixed  in  directions  the  principal  axes  of  the  strain 
and  straining  the  body  to  a  certain  extent,  and  then  rotating  it 
as  a  rigid  body  about  a  certain  axis. 


392  ANALYSIS   OP   STRAINS   AND   STKESSES.  [367. 

It  has  been  shown  (p.  104)  that  if  a  rig^d  body  receiveB  small 
angular  displacements,  o)^,  002,  0)3,  round  three  fixed  rectangular 
axes,  the  displacements  of  the  co-ordinates,  f  ,  t;,  C  of  any  point 
in  it  are  .  .  ^  .. 

(Snch  a  displacement  has,  of  course,  no  displacement  potential ; 
for  if  these  displacements   are  denoted  by  u,  v,  w^  we  have 

-7 -J7  equal  to  —  2«3  and  not  equal  to  zero.) 

Now  the  component,  Af,  of  the  displacement  of  Q,  along  the 
axis  Pa  is  (Art.  358)  ^^        ^^ 

and  this  =af+i(^  +  ^)''  +  H5?-^)^+*(i-^)f 

-  /^dv      duK 

Hence,  with  the  same  values  of  s^,  «2»  h  ^  before,  we  have 
A,  =  .,^+i,  +  *,f+{l(g-|)f-i(|-g)f|, 

A  comparison  with  (1)  shows  that  the  portions  in  brackets  in 
these  expressions  denote  rotations,  as  of  a  rigid  body,  about  the 
axes  through  the  small  angles 

,  ydw     dv^  _  ^du     dw\  ,  ^dv      du^      ,. 

which  are  equivalent  to  a  rotation  through  V^Wj^  +  Wg^  +  0)3* 
about  one  line  (p.  103);  while  the  portions  of  Af,  A17,  Af  out- 
side the  brackets  denote  a  pure  strain  by  Art.  366. 

If  the  axes  of  reference.  Pa?,  Py,  Pz^  are  chosen  in  the  direc- 
tions of  the  principal  axes,  the  strain  portion  of  the  displacement 
will  be  expressed  by 

A^  =  tfif,     A»;  =  ^2»?>     AC=<?3C, 
i.  e.  the  strain  is  produced  simply  by  multiplying  the  co-ordinates 
of  every  particle  by  the  numbers  1  +  ^j ,  1  +  ^2*  ^  +  ^8-     ^  simple 


*/ 
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elongation  of  a  body  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to  any  plane 
means  the  drawing  out  from  the  plane  of  every  particle  through 
a  distance  proportional  to  the  perpendicular  from  the  particle  on 
the  plane,  so  that  those  particles  farthest  from  the  plane  in  the 
natural  state  are  most  drawn  away,  but  all  in  the  same  propor- 
tion to  their  original  distances  fit)m  it. 

By  this  Article  we  see  that  every  small  displacement  at  a  point 
P  can  be  produced  by  three  successive  simple  elongations  followed  by 
a  rotation^  as  of  a  rigid  body^  about  an  axis  through  P. 

The  rotation  part  of  the  displacement  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
a  point  does  not  belong  to  the  strain  proper  of  the  substance  at 
the  point.  This  rotation  will  frequently  be  called  in  the  sequel 
the  vortical  rotation, 

368.]  Significations  of  «i,  s^,s^.     Let  the  axes  Px  and  Py 
become    by  strain   Pa/'  and 
Py'\  Fig.  294.  (Of  course  it  is 
supposed,  as  in  Art.  358,  that 
P  is  brought  back  to  its  ori-  ^ 

ginal  position  afber  the  strain.) 
All  particles  in  the  plane  of 
Px  and  Py  originally  are  in  ^ 
the  (different)  plane  of  Px" 
and  Py"  after  the  strain ;  and 
if  .<  is  a  particle  on  the  axis  of  y  and  .iJS  a  line  parallel  to 
Px,  the  line  of  particles  AB  will  become  (Cor.  3,  Art.  368)  a 
line  of  particles  A''ff'  parallel  to  Paf\  Let  fall  a  perpendicular, 
A'%  from  A''  on  Pa?".  Then  the  particle  {A'")  which  was  at  A 
has  advanced  in  front  of  P  parallel  to  the  line  Paif'  through  the 
distance  Pp.  Now  Pp  =  PA''  cos  (xf'Pf  =  2  PA" .  ^3  (Cor.  1 , 
Art.  361) ;  and PA"  =  {\^b)PA ;  therefore Pjo  =  2 {\^b)s^.PA\ 
or,  neglecting  the  product  i^g, 

PA  ^ 

Hence  the  quantity  2s^  is  the  rate  (per  unit  of  distance  be- 
tween the  two  lines)  at  which  particles  on  any  line  AB  parallel 
to  Px  have  slid  beyond  the  corresponding  particles  on  Px. 
Evidently  it  is  also  the  rate  at  which  sliding  has  taken  place 
between  particles  on  Py  and  lines  parallel  to  Py. 

Or  again,  imagine  a  little  parallelepiped  at  P  having  its  edges 
along  the  lines  Px,  Py,  Pz.    Then  2*3  is  the  rate  at  which  the 
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Fig.  294. 
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&ce  parallel  to  that  in  the  plane  xz  has  slid  in  front  of  the  latter ; 
or  the  rate  at  which  the  £EU^e  parallel  to  the  plane  yz  has  slid  in 
front  of  the  face  in  the  plane  yz. 

Similarly  for  the  values  of  s^  and  s^. 

The  effects  of  the  separate  components  of  strain  in  producing 
deformation  may  be  usefully  studied  by  finding  the  displaced 
positions  of  the  various  comers  of  the  cube  represented  in  Fig. 
228,  p.  1,  as  given  by  the  equations  (4),  p.  391.  Thus,  if  a  alone 
exists,  every  point  will  be  simply  displaced  parallel  to  Ox.  If  s^ 
alone  exists,  the  edge  OA  will  not  be  moved ;  the  points  C  and  H 
will  move  through  equal  small  distances  along  CF  and  JSTC; 
while  B  and  JD  will  be  moved  along  BF  and  B(/.  This  cube  is 
thus  changed  into  an  oblique  parallelopiped. 

Def.  When  a  plane  is  held  fixed  in  a  body  and  all  planes  in 
the  body  parallel  to  it  are  slid  in  the  same  direction  and  sense 
parallel  to  the  fixed  plane,  each  through  a  distance  proportional 
to  its  distance  from  the  fixed  plane^  the  strain  so  produced  is 
called  a  shearing  strain. 

The  ratio  of  the  distance  through  which  any  plane  has  slid  to 
its  distance  from  the  fixed  plane  is  called  the  amount  of  the  shear. 
Hence  the  quantities  2*^,  2s^^  2s^  are  the  small  shears  of  the  axes 
of  (y,  r),  {zy  x),  (x,  y)  respectively ,  at  the  point  P. 

From  Fig.  294  it  is  clear  that  the  change  in  the  cosine  of  the 
angle  between  any  two  lines  at  right  angles  in  the  natural  state 
is  the  shear  in  their  plane  of  lines  parallel  to  either. 

369.]  Shearing  Strain.  The  two  kinds  of  strain  with  which 
we  are  most  concerned  in  the  theory  of  Elasticity  are  Cubical 
Dilatation  and  Shearing  Strain.  We  propose,  therefore,  to  consider 
this  latter  more  particularly  here. 

Treating  it  first  analytically,  and  confining  our  attention  to  a 
shear,  2  ^ ,  of  the  two  rectangular  lines  Ox  and  Oy,  the  elongation 
quadric  would  be  2*  £77  =  /P 

the  axes  of  co-ordinates  being  the  lines  Ox  and  Oy, 

But  this  equation  denotes  a  hyperbola  in  the  plane  xy  referred 
to  its  asymptotes ;  and  if  we  alter  the  axes  of  co-ordinates  to  the 
axes  of  the  curve,  the  equation  referred  to  them  will  be 

A  comparison  with  the  general  equation  of  the  elongation 
quadric  shows  that  this  equation  denotes  an  elongation  ^3  (half 
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the  shear)  of  the  body  aloog  one  axis  of  the  curve,  accompanied 
by  an  elongation  —#3  (i.e.  an  equal  compression)  of  the  sub- 
stance along  the  other  axis. 

Hence  tie  shearing  strain  of  a  hody  can  he  produced  by  a  simple 
elongation  {equal  to  half  the  shear)  along  one  line  and  a  simple 
compression  of  equal  amount  along  a  perpendicular  line. 

The   same  result  is    easily   found   also    by    considering  the 
displaced  positions  of  the  various  comers  of  the  cube  in  Fig.  295, 
due  to  the  shearing  strain  2s^  alone  (shear 
of  the  axes  y,  z\  and  given  by  equations 
(4),  p.  391. 

These  equations  give  for  the  displacements 
of  any  point 

so  that  the  points  y,  z  will  be  displaced  to 

y',  /,  through  equal  distances ;  no  point  on 

Px  will  be  displaced ;  the  points  jB,  C  will 

come    to    ^,    C\    such    that    BB^  =  z/, 

CC  =y/;  finally,  the  points  J,  /  will  be  displaced  to  A\  V 

along  the  diagonals  PA  and  a?/,  respectively,  the  lines  /A'  and 

^A'  being  parallel  to  P/  and  P/,  so  that  the  squares  zPyA  and 

BxCI  become  lozenges  by  the  strain,  and  the  cube  is  altered 

into  an  oblique  parallelopiped. 


I^g.  395. 


TT 


The  angle  sfPy'  =  - — 2s^\  the  diagonal  zy  is  shortened  into 

//,  while  the  diagonal  PA  is  elongated  into  PA',     If  /  =  the 
length  of  an  edge  of  the  cube, 

// =;(l-^i)v^2;   and   P^' = /^(l +*i)V^2. 

The  squares  zPx^  JyC,  and  all  sections  parallel  to  them 
remain  squares,  and  are  therefore  quite  undistorted;  and  the 
length  of  every  line  in  these  planes  remains  unaltered.  The 
same  is  true  of  all  planes  parallel  to  xPy.  Hence  the  shearing 
strain  could  be  replaced  by  a  strain  in  which  every  line  near  P 
parallel  to  the  diagonal  zy  is  compressed,  and  every  line  near  P 
parallel  to  xl  is  elongated,  the  amount  of  the  compression  and  of 
the  elongation  being  s^. 

The  axes  of  the  elongation  quadi-ic,  2s^  {y^^z^)  =  ^,  belong- 
ing to  this  strain  are  the  internal  and  external  bisectors  of  the 
angle  zPy^  together  with  Px. 
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We  have  been  considering  small  displacements ;    bat  let  us 
now  consider  an  elongation  of  any  amount  along  a  line  Ox,  and 

an  equal  compression 
along  a  perpendicular 
Oy  (Fig.  296).  Sup- 
pose that  all  lines  in 
the  body  parallel  to  Ox 
are  increased  in  the 
ratio  a:  1,  and  that  all 
lines  parallel  to  Oy  are 
diminished  in  the  ratio 
1  :  a ;  and  consider  dis- 
placements in  the  plane 
xy.  There  will,  of  course, 
be  similar  displacements 


Fig.  296. 


in  all  planes  parallel  to  xy.  The  displacement  of  the  point  0 
may  be  impressed  in  reversed  direction  on  all  points,  so  that 
0  may  be  considered  as  at  rest. 

Draw  OA,  of  any  length,  making  the  angle -40a?  =  tan"*  a. 
From  A  let  fall  An  perpendicular  to  Oy.  Then  An  becomes 
elongated  by  the  strain  parallel  to  Ox  into  a.  An;  but 
a  ,An  =  nO\  therefore  by  this  strain  A  is  drawn  out  to  a,  Aa 
being  parallel  to  Oxy  and  a  a  point  on  the  bisector,  Oa,  of  the 
angle  xOy,     From  a  draw  am  perpendicular  to  Ox.     Then  by 


am 


the  strain  parallel  to  Oy,  am  becomes  shortened  into  —  •     Now 

if  we  draw  OA'  making  with  Ox  an  angle  equal  to  AOy,  this  line 

will  meet  am  in  a  point,  A\  such  that  A^m  =  —  •      Hence  after 

a 

the  two  strains  A  will  come  to  A^ ;  and  we  see  that  OA^  is  equal 

in  length  to  OAy  and  that  they  are  both  equally  inclined  to  the 

bisector  of  the  angle  xOy. 

In  the  same  way  if  OB  be  drawn  making  LBOx'^  tan~*a, 
the  length  of  OB  will  be  unaltered,  the  point  B  will  come  to  B^, 
and  the  lines  OB  and  OB'  are  equally  inclined  to  the  bisector  of 
the  angle  afOy,  Also  OA  is  perpendicular  to  OB^.  Hence  since 
parallel  lines  are  all  altered  in  the  same  ratio,  all  lines  parallel  to 
OA  are  unaltered  in  length,  and  all  lines  parallel  to  OB  are 
unaltered  in  length. 

Imagine  a  plane  through  OA  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the 
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paper,  and  let  any  curve  whatever  be  traced  oat  in  this  plane. 
The  curve  will  remain  perfectly  undistorted  after  the  strain. 
For,  all  lines  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the  paper  obviously 
remain  so  and  are  unaltered  in  length,  and  all  lines  parallel  to 
the  plane  of  the  paper  remain  parallel  to  this  plane,  while  of 
these  latter  those  which  are  parallel  to  OA  remain  unaltered  in 
length.  Hence  ordinates  and  abscissae  of  the  above-named  curve 
parallel  to  OA  and  to  a  normal  to  the  plane  of  the  paper  remain 
perpendicular  to  each  other  and  unaltered  in  length.  The  curve, 
therefore,  bb  regards  magnitude  and  shape  remains  exactly  as  it 
was;  its  plane  only  is  altered  (to  the  plane  through  OA'  per- 
pendicular to  the  paper). 

It  follows,  of  course,  that  all  lineSy  whatever  be  their  directions^ 
in  the  plane  through  OA  perpendicular  to  the  paper  remain  un* 
altered  in  length. 

Similarly  all  lines  in  the  plane  through  0£  and  the  normal 
to  the  paper  remain  unaltered  in  magnitude  ;  and  all  figures  in 
this  plane  also  remain  undistorted. 

The  planes  through  the  normal  to  the  paper  and  the  lines  OA 
and  OB  are  called  the  planes  of  no  distortion. 

Suppose  that  we  impress  on  the  body  a  common  motion  of 
rotation  about  the  normal  to  the  paper  at  0  so  as  to  bring  OA' 
into  coincidence  with  OA,  This  motion  will,  of  course,  be  un- 
accompanied by  any  strain.  Then  OB'  will  come  to  0^', 
and  BB"  is  perpendicular  to  OB'  and  parallel  to  OA,  as  is 
very  easily  seen. 

Draw  BQ  parallel  to  OA,  Then  since  the  length  of  BQ 
remains  unaltered,  Q  will  come  to  Q",  a  point  such  that 
B"Q"=z  BQ.  Hence  all  particles  in  the  line  BQ  are  slid 
parallel  to  AO  through  a  space  BB".  Now  if  jo  is  the  length  of 
the  perpendicular  from  B  on  OA, 

BB"  1 

=  a , 

P  ^ 

as  is  easily  found. 

Consequently  in  this  strain  if  the  undistorted  plane  OA  is  held 

fixed,  every  plane,  BQ,  parallel  to  it  is  slid  parallel  to  it  throtujh  a 

distance  proportional  to  the  perpendicular  distance  between  BQ  and 

OA  ;  and  this  is  the  usual  way  of  representing  a  shearing  strain. 

Of  course  the  strain  may  otherwise  be  produced  (neglecting 
the  effect  of  mere  rotation  common  to  all  points)  by  holding  &st 
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the  other  undistorted  plane,  OB^  and  sliding  all  planes  parallel 
to  it. 

The  plane  {ay)  perpendicular  to  the  two  planes  of  no  distortion 
is  called  the  plane  of  the  %hear  ;  and  the  lines  {fix  and  Oy)  which 
bisect,  in  the  plane  of  the  shear,  the  angles  between  the  planes 
of  no  distortion  are  called  the  axe%  of  the  shear. 

Since  a  sphere  described  about  0  as  centre  becomes  an  ellip- 
soid, and  since  there  are  two  sections  of  an  ellipsoid  which  are 
circles,  the  planes  of  these  sections  must  be  OA'  and  OB^^  the 
strained  positions  of  the  planes  of  no  distortion. 

The  quantity  a — ,  which  is  the  fractional  sliding  per  unit 

of  distance  between  the  parallel  planes  is  called  the  amount  of  the 
shear. 

If  the  strain  is  small,  a  =  1  +  ^,  where  «  is  a  small  quan- 
tity ;  and  -  =  1  — «,  nearly,  so  that  the  amount  of  the  shear 

=  l+«— (1— *)=  2*,  which  agrees  with  the  analytical  result 
as  the  beginning  of  this  Article. 

The  expression  for  the  displacement  in  a  shearing  strain  can 
be  simplified  by  taking  the  fixed  plane  as  that  of  asy  and  the  axis 
of  a?  in  the  direction  of  the  sliding.     Then 

u  =  2*y,     r  =  0,     717  =  0  ; 

so  that  a  shear  is  a  rotational  strain. 

370.]  Biaxal  Beduction  of  Strain.  We  have  shown  in  Art. 
367  that  the  strain  proper  (i.e.  neglecting  the  rigid-body- 
rotation)  at  any  point  is  always  producible  by  three  simple 
elongations,  or  stretches,  e^^e^y  ^3.  We  shall  now  prove  that  in 
all  cases  of  strain  the  strain  proper  at  a  point  can  be  expressed 
with  reference  to  two  axes  *. 

The  strain  at  any  point  can  he  produced  by  a  simple  elongation 
parallel  to  one  line  accompanied  by  a  contraction  round  another. 

At  any  point,  P,  in  the  body  draw  the  three  principal  axes, 
Pa?,  Py^  Pzy  of  the  strain,  and  also  any  line  Pi/,  whose  direction- 
cosines  with  reference  to  the  axes  are  /,  m^  n.  Consider  the 
effect  of  a  simple  elongation,  a,  parallel  to  PL. 

If  ii  %  C  are  the  co-ordinates  of  a  point  Q,  near  P,  with 

^^  This  reduction  of  strain  was  published  by  the  Author  in  The  Elueatumal 
Time*. 
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reference  to  P,  the  perpendicular  from  Q  on  the  plane  through  P 
at  right  angles  to  PL  is  l(-\-mrj-^nC,  Hence  by  the  stretch,  Q 
is  drawn  out  fiom  this  plane  through  a  distance  a(l^+mrj-\'nC); 
and  the  component  of  this  displacement  parallel  to  Px  is 
alili+fftrj  +  nQi  with  similar  components  parallel  to  the  other 
axes. 

At  P  draw  any  other  line,  PL\  whose  direction-cosines  are 
^,  m\  n\  and  consider  the  effect  of  a  contraction,  ^,  or  squeeze, 
of  the  substance  round  it.  The  point  Q  is  to  be  displaced  along 
the  perpendicular,  Q Jf,  from  Q  on  PL'  by  an  amount  equal  to 
)3 .  Q3f.  Now  the  projection  of  Q,M  along  Px  =  projection  of 
PQ-projection  of  PM,  and  this  =  £-^(^£+ »»');  + »'C). 
Hence,  adding  the  two  strains  together,  we  obtain 

which  is  to  be  identical  with  ^^f,  if  the  proposed  reduction  is 
possible. 

We  have  thus  the  equations 


anl—fin'V  =  0. 


The  first  column  gives  o  +  2  j3  =  ^^  +  ^2 + ^8  •     Suppose 

^1  ^  ^2  ^  ^8  • 

To  satisfy  the  second  column,  assume  m  =  f»^  =  0,  which 
requires  both  PL  and  PL'  to  lie  in  the  plane,  xz^  of  the  greatest 
and  least  elongations.  If  they  make  angles  <f>  and  ^'  with  Px^ 
we  have  )3  =  ^j,  a  =  ^1  +  ^3— ^2>  ^^^ 

asin2<f>  =/3sin  2<f>', 

aco8  2<^— /3cos2<^'=  ^i~^3> 

which  show  that  20  and  2^'  are  the  base  angles  of  a  triangle 

whose  two  sides  and  base  are  proportional  to  ^^  +  ^3— ^2*  ^2>  *^^ 

^2  —  ^3,  respectively. 

371.]  Traction  and  Torsion.  Suppose  a  cylindrical  bar  of 
an  isotropic  body  to  have  its  base  held  fixed  while  the  bar  is 
pulled  in  the  direction  of  its  length.  Then  each  particle  of  the 
bar  will  be  displaced  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the  axis  through  a 
distance  proportional  to  the  natural  distance  of  the  particle  &om 
the  fixed  base ;  and  in  addition,  the  particle  will  be  displaced 
towards  the  axis  through  a  distance  proportional  to  its  natural 
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the  other  undistorted  plane,  OB^  and  sliding  all  planes  parallel 
to  it. 

The  plane  {xy)  perpendicular  to  the  two  planes  of  no  distortion 
is  called  the  plane  of  the  shear  ;  and  the  lines  {Ox  and  Oy)  which 
bisect,  in  the  plane  of  the  shear,  the  angles  between  the  planes 
of  no  distortion  are  called  the  axes  of  the  shear. 

Since  a  sphere  described  about  0  as  centre  becomes  an  ellip- 
soid, and  since  there  are  two  sections  of  an  ellipsoid  which  are 
circles,  the  planes  of  these  sections  must  be  OA'  and  0^,  the 
strained  positions  of  the  planes  of  no  distortion. 

The  quantity  a — ,  which  is  the  fractional  sliding  per  unit 

a 

of  distance  between  the  parallel  planes  is  called  the  amount  cfthe 
shear. 

If  the  strain  is  small,  a  =  l+«,  where  «  is  a  small  quan- 
tity; and-  =  1^«,  nearly,  so  that  the  amount  of  the  shear 

=  1+*— (1— *)  =  2#,  which  agrees  with  the  analytical  result 
as  the  beginning  of  this  Article. 

The  expression  for  the  displacement  in  a  shearing  strain  can 
be  simplified  by  taking  the  fixed  plane  as  that  of  xy  and  the  axis 
of  a;  in  the  direction  of  the  sliding.    Then 

u  =  2sy^     r  =  0,     «?  =  0  ; 

so  that  a  shear  is  a  rotational  strain. 

370.]  Biaxal  Beduction  of  Strain.  We  have  shown  in  Art. 
367  that  the  strain  proper  (i.e.  neglecting  the  rigid-body- 
rotation)  at  any  point  is  always  producible  by  three  simple 
elongations,  or  stretches,  e^^e^^  e^.  We  shall  now  prove  that  in 
all  cases  of  strain  the  strain  proper  at  a  point  can  be  expressed 
with  reference  to  two  axes  *. 

The  strain  at  any  point  can  be  produced  by  a  simple  elongation 
parallel  to  one  line  accompanied  by  a  contraction  round  another. 

At  any  point,  P,  in  the  body  draw  the  three  principal  axes, 
Pa?,  Py,  Pr,  of  the  strain,  and  also  any  line  Pi,  whose  direction- 
cosines  with  reference  to  the  axes  are  /,  m^  n.  Consider  the 
effect  of  a  simple  elongation,  a,  parallel  to  PL. 

If  £1  Vi  C  are  the  co-ordinates  of  a  point  Q,  near  P,  with 

*■  This  reduction  of  straiii  was  published  by  the  Author  in  The  Elueatumal 
Times. 
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reference  to  P,  the  perpendicular  from  Q  on  the  plane  through  P 
at  right  angles  to  PL  is  l(+mrj-^nC>  Hence  by  the  stretch,  Q 
is  drawn  out  from  this  plane  through  a  distance  a(l(+mrj-\-n(); 
and  the  component  of  this  displacement  parallel  to  Px  is 
al(l(+mrj  +  n(),  with  similar  components  parallel  to  the  other 
axes. 

At  P  draw  any  other  line,  PL\  whose  direction-cosines  are 
^,  m\  «',  and  consider  the  effect  of  a  contraction,  fi,  or  squeeze, 
of  the  substance  round  it.  The  point  Q  is  to  be  displaced  along 
the  perpendicular,  QM,  from  Q  on  PL^  by  an  amount  equal  to 
P .  QM.  Now  the  projection  of  QM  along  Px  =  projection  of 
PQ— projection  of  PM,  and  this  =  i—l^  (l^  (+mfr]  +  nf  Q, 
Hence,  adding  the  two  strains  together,  we  obtain 

which  is  to  be  identical  with  ^^f,  if  the  proposed  reduction  is 
possible. 

We  have  thus  the  equations 

The  first  column  gives  a  +  2)3  =  e^-^e^+e^.     Suppose 

^1  ^  ^2  ^  ^8  • 

To  satisfy  the  second  column,  assume  m  =  m^  =  0,  which 
requires  both  PL  and  PL^  to  lie  in  the  plane,  xz^  of  the  greatest 
and  least  elongations.  If  they  make  angles  <f>  and  <f>^  with  Px, 
we  have  )3  =  ^g,  a  =  ^1  +  ^3— ^2 >  ^^^ 

a8in2<f>  =)3sin  2<f>^ 
ocos2^— )3cos2^'=  e^^e^y 

which  show  that  20  and  2<f/  are  the  base  angles  of  a  triangle 
whose  two  sides  and  base  are  proportional  to  ^1  +  ^3— ^2 » ^2  >  *°^ 
^1  ~  ^3  >  respectively. 

371.]  Traction  and  Torsion.  Suppose  a  cylindrical  bar  of 
an  isotropic  body  to  have  its  base  held  fixed  while  the  bar  is 
pulled  in  the  direction  of  its  length.  Then  each  particle  of  the 
bar  will  be  displaced  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the  axis  through  a 
distance  proportional  to  the  natural  distance  of  the  particle  &om 
the  fixed  base ;  and  in  addition,  the  particle  will  be  displaced 
towards  the  axis  through  a  distance  proportional  to  its  natural 
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distance  fiom  the  axis.  That  is,  at  each  point  there  will  be 
uniform  elongation  and  uniform  contraction.  This  will  be 
proved  in  the  last  section  of  this  chapter.  Hence  if  the  axis  of 
the  bar  is  taken  as  that  of  z^  and  the  axes  of  x  and  y  are  in  the 
plane  of  the  fixed  base^ 

u  =  — flKP,    t;  =  —fly,    w  =z  cz 

will  express  the  displacements  of  any  point,  the  quantities  a  and 
c  being  constant  throughout  the  bar.  This  is  the  case  of  Traction. 
Suppose  that,  the  base  being  still  held  fixed,  the  &ee  extremity 
is  twisted  round  through  any  angle  (measured  by  the  angle 
through  which  any  diameter  of  the  section  revolves) ;  then  every 
other  normal  section  of  the  bar  will  turn  through  an  angle  pro- 
portional to  the  distance,  z^  of  this  section  from  the  fixed  base. 

If  /  =  length  of  bar,  a  =  angle  through  which  its  free  end  is 
twisted,  every  point  in  the  section  considered  will  be  twisted 

through  an  angle  a-j  •      Hence  the  displacements  of  a  point  x^y 

in  this  section  are  (the  twisting  taking  place  from  axis  of  x 

towards  axis  of  y) 

azy  azx 

y= ^1      v  =  —j-9      tt?  =  0. 

This  strain  is  called  Tor%ion, 

372.]  Lines  of  Flow  and  Vortex  Iiines.  Just  as  a  Line  of 
Force  has  been  defined  (p.  316)  as  a  curve  at  every  point  of 
which  the  resultant  force  of  attraction  of  a  system  is  directed 
along  the  tangent,  so  a  Line  of  Flow  is  defined  to  be  a  curve  at 
every  point  of  which  the  resultant  displacement  of  the  particle 
existing  there  is  directed  along  the  tangent. 

Again,  we  have  seen  that  the  displacement  at  any  point  can 
be  produced  by  a  pure  strain  together  with  a  rotation  round  an 
axis  through  the  point.  A  curve  such  that  at  every  point  of  it 
the  rotation  corresponding  to  that  point  takes  place  round  the 
tangent  is  called  a  Vortex  Line, 

In  analogy  with  a  Tube  of  Force,  we  have  a  Tube  cf  Flow. 
If  through  points  constituting  the  contour  of  any  area  we  draw 
Lines  of  Flow,  these  lines  form  a  surface  called  a  Tube  of  Flow. 
Similarly,  if  through  the  points  constituting  the  contour  of  any 
area  we  draw  Vortex  Lines,  these  lines  will  make  a  sur&ce  which 
may  be  called  a  Vortex  Tube. 
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When  the  normal  section  of  the  Vortex  Tube  is  everywhere 
very  small,  it  is  called  a  Vartex  Filament,  Snch  a  filament,  AB, 
is  represented  in  Fig.  297. 

373.]  Equipotential  SurfiEioes.  When  the 
strain  at  every  point  is  irrotational,  the  quan- 
tity udx  +  vdy-^wdz  is  a  perfect  differential  of 
a  function  <f>  (a?,  y,  z).  Describe  in  the  body  a 
series  of  surfaces  the  equation  of  any  one   of 

^^'^^^  <t>(x,y,z)  =  C.  (1) 

Then  by  giving  C  a  series  of  different  values 
we   shall    have   a    series    of   surfaces,   exactly  ^'  ^ 

analogous  to  the  equipotential  sur&ces  of  an  attracting  mass ; 
and  these  equipotential  surfaces  of  strain  will  be  related  to  the 
lines  of  flow  exactly  as  the  equipotential  surfaces  of  attraction 
are  to  the  lines  of  force;  that  is^  at  every  point  the  line  of 
flow  is  perpendicular  to  the  e(iuipotential  surfiice.  For,  the 
direction-cosines  of  the  normal  to  the  sur&ce  (1)  at  any  point 

(^»y>^)  are  proportional  ^  3^>  3~'    j^>    i.e,  to  u,  v,  w.     But 

M,r,w,  being  the  components  of  the  displacement,  are  of  course  pro- 
portional to  the  direction-cosines  of  the  line  of  flow.  Therefore,  &c. 
The  potential  function  of  any  small  strain  being  (f>,  we  see 

that  -J—  is  the  displacement  parallel  to  the  axis  of  w ;  and  since 

the  axis  of  as  may  be  in  any  direction,  tie  dieplacement  in  any 
direction  is  the  rate  of  variation,  per  unit  of  length,  of  potential  in 
this  direction. 

It  follows  that  the  resultant  displacement  (which  is  perpen- 

dicular  to  the  surfiice  </>  =  C)  is  ^>  where  n  denotes   length 

measured  along  the  normal  to  the  surface,  and  the  displacement 
is  measured  in  the  same  sense  as  n. 

Let  two  very  close  equipotential  surfaces,  <^  =  C^,  <^  =  Cg,  be 
described.  Denote  these  by  </>i  and  02 .  Then  at  all  points  on 
<^i  the  resultant  displacement  is  inversely  proportional  to  the 
normal  distance  at  this  point  between  the  surfaces  </>i  and  <^2" 

For,  if  at  any  point  on  the  surface  f^^  the  normal  distance 

between  it  and  ^.^  is  A«,  the  displacement  is  —  or  ~t-  -^  ' 
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But  for  all  points  considered  <^2~<^i  =  ^2~^i  =  *  constant ; 
therefore  ihe  displacement  varies  inversely  as  An. 

374.]  Ciroolation.  Suppose  any  curve,  AJB,  to  be  traced  out 
in  the  body,  and  let  the  displacement  of  each  particle,  P,  on  the 
curve  between  A  and  £  be  resolved  along  the  tangent  to  the 
curve  at  P  (the  resolution  taking  place  between  A  and  jS  in  a 
sense  opposite  to  that  of  watch-hand  rotation) ;  then  the  sum 
obtained  between  A  and  B  by  multiplying  this  resolved  part  of 
displacement  by  the  element,  ds,  of  the  curve  at  P  and  adding 
all  such  products  is  called  the  circtUation  between  A  and  B. 
Hence,  by  definition,  the  circulation  from  ^  to  ^  is  equal  and 
opposite  to  the  circulation  from  A  to  B, 

The  components  of  the  displacement  parallel  to  the  axes 
being,  as  before,  Uy  t;,  w,  and  the  direction-cosines  of  the  tangent 

to  the  curve  at  P  being  3~ '  3" '  j~  >  ^be  circulation  is 

f^^'i'^^ii'^^ii)^^'  ory^Ci^  +  rrfy  +  tt^dr), 

the  integral  being  taken  &om  A  to  B. 

Supposing  that  there  %%  no  rot^ation,  or,  in  other  words,  that 
there  is  a  displacement  potential  which  has  a  value  (^^  at  A  and 
<^2  at  jB,  the  circulation  from  '-4  to  5  is  <^2~^i>  i*  therefore 
depends  merely  on  the  co-ordinates  of  A  and  B  and  not  at  all 
on  the  curve  between  them  along  which  it  is  taken. 

If  the  curve  is  closed,  B  coincides  with  A^  and  the  circulation 
is  zero,  it  being  still  supposed  that  the  strain  is  irrotational.  If 
A  and  B  are  any  two  points  on  an  equipotential  surfiu^e,  the 
circulation  along  any  path  from  one  to  the  other  is  zero. 

We  now  proceed  to  consider  the  case  in 
which  rotation  exists,  and  to  prove  the 
following  fundamental  theorem  : — 

The  circulation  round  any  gmall  plane 
curve  described  round  any  pointy  P,  in  the 
body  w  equal  to  twice  the  product  of  the 
area  of  the  curve  and  the  component  of  ro^ 
Fig.  298.  tation  at  P  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of 

the  curve. 
Let  Q  (Fig.  298)  be  any  point  on  the  small  curve  whose  plane 
is  taken  as  that  of  ity ;  denote  the  components  of  the  displace- 
ment of  P\yj  UyV,w\  and  the  co-ordinates  of  Q  with  reference 
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^  -P  by  £» »?.     Then  the  displacements  of  Q  parallel  to  the  axes 

and  the  component  of  these  along  the  tangent  at  Q  is 

When  this  is  multiplied  by  ds  and  integrated,  we  shall  have 
(since  v,v,j-i ...  are  constant  for  all  points  on  the  curve) 

of  which  all  the  integrals  except  the  last  two  vanish,  since  the 
curve  is  closed.  Now  f^dq  =  area  of  curve  =  A ;  and  /rjd( 
=  —  ^,  since  the  two  integrations  are  carried  round  at  the  same 

time  from  a?  to y.     Hence  the  circulation  =  A  (^ -^ 

^dx      dy^ 

=  2^.0)3, 

(p.  392)  0)3  being  the  rotation  round  axis  of  z  at  P,  i.  e. 
perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the  curve. 

Suppose  that  any  surface,  plane  or 
curved,  bounded  by  any  curve,  ABCD 
(Fig.  299),  is  traced  out  in  the  body 
and  that  at  each  point  on  this  surface 
we  take  the  component  of  rotation 
round  the  normal  to  the  surface, 
multiply  this  component  by  the  ele- 
ment of  superficial  area  at  the  point, 
and  take  the  sum  of  all  such  products.  p. 

This  sum  is  called  the  surface^itUegral 
of  normal  rotation.    The  normal  must 

be  supposed  to  be  drawn  away  from  the  same  side  of  the  surface 
at  every  point,  and  the  rotation  is  supposed  to  take  place  oppo- 
site to  that  of  the  hands  of  a  watch  held  so  that  the  normal 
passes  up  through  its  face. 

It  is  very  easy  to  prove  that  this  surface-integral  of  rotation  is 
equal  to  one  half  the  circulation  round  the  edge,  ABCJD,  of  the 
surface.  For,  let  the  surface  be  broken  up  into  an  indefinitely 
great  number  of  little  plane  areas.     Then  the  sum  of  the  circu- 
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lations  round  these  areas  is  twice  the  surface  integral  of  rotation 
(by  what  has  just  been  proved).  Bat  the  circulations  in  the 
common  portions  of  every  two  contiguous  areas  are  directly 
opposed,  and  therefore  mutually  destructive,  as  is  seen  by 
drawing  any  two  such  little  areas,  a  and  d,  apart;  hence  the 
circulation  exists  only  along  lines  which  do  not  form  common 
parts  of  contiguous  areas,  i.e.  along  the  edge  which  bounds  the 
surface. 

If  the  surface  has  no  bounding  edge,  i.e.  if  it  is  a  closed 
surface,  the  surfi^^-integral  of  rotation  over  it  is  zero. 

If  the  surface,  without  being  closed,  is  such  that  at  every 
point  of  it  the  rotation  takes  place  about  a  tangent  line  to  the 
surface,  the  circulation  round  its  bounding  edge  is  zero.     Such 

a  surface  is  ^that  of  a  vortex  filament  (Fig.  ^97) ; 

or  that  represented  in  Fig.  300,  which  consists  of 

a  vortex  tube  whose  ends  are  any  two  irregular 

curves  whatever.      The   sum  of  the    circulations 

round  the  terminal  sections  B  and  E  of  this  tube, 

estimated  in  the  cyclical  order  indicated  round  tke 

contour  in  Fig.  299,  is  zero,  i.e.  the  circulation*  round 

^'  ^^'       any  two  sections  whatever  of  a  vortex  tube  are  equal ; 

or,  in  other  words,  the  circulation  round  any  section,  normal  or 

oblicjue,  plane  or  tortuous,  of  a  vortex  tube  is  constant. 


Examples. 

1 .  Prove  analytically  that  the  shear  of  any  two  rectangular  lines 
intersecting  at  any  point  is  equal  to  the  difference  between  the 
elongations  along  the  internal  and  external  bisectors  of  the  angle 
between  them. 

Let  the  axes  of  co-ordinates  be  the  principal  axes  of  the  strain  at 
the  point.    Then  the  value  of  8  given  in  equation  (2),  Art.  361,  becomes 

8  =  CiU'  +  e^  mm^  +  63  nn',  (o) 

the  direction-cosines  of  the  lines  being  (/,  m,  n)  and  (Z',  m',  n'),  and 
the  shear  28,  Now  the  direction-cosines  of  one  bisector  are  l—V, 
m—m^  n^n,\  each  divided  by  the  square  root  of  the  sum  of  the 

squares  of  these  quantities,  i.e.  by  v^,  since  the  lines  are  rectan- 
gular;   and   the   direction-cosines   of  the   other   bisector   are  Z-^T, 

VI 4-  m',  n-\-n'  each  divided  by  v^.  Let  €  and  «'  be  the  elongations 
along  these  bisectors.     Then,  by  Art.  359, 

2€  =  6,(Z-r)«-hC2(m-m7-|-e3(w--n7, 
2e'=6i(Z-hr)'  +  «t?(^  +  »»0'  +  «3(*»  +  wO'; 
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therefore  c' — €  =  2  («j  W  +  e^fwrn! + «,  rm'), 

or  ^"—^  =  2«, 

which  proves  the  proposition. 

2.  Find  the  pair  of  rectangular  lines  in  a  given  plane  for  which  the 
shear  is  greatest. 

In  any  plane  the  elongation  is  greatest  along  one  axis  of  the  conic 
in  which  this  plane  cuts  the  Elongation  Quadric,  and  least  along  the 
other.  Therefore  the  differenM  of  elongation  along  two  rectangular 
lines  is  greatest  for  this  pair ;  and  therefore,  by  last  example,  the 
shear  of  the  two  rectangular  lines  of  whose  angle  these  axes  are  the 
external  and  internal  bisectors  is  greatest. 

Hence  the  shear  in  a  given  jplane  ia  greatest  for  two  lines  making 

IT 

angles  of  -  with  the  axes  of  the  conic  in  which  the  given  plane  ctUs  the 

Elongation  Quadric. 

The  magnitude  of  the  shear  for  any  two  rectangular  lines  in  the 
plane  is  easily  found  and  represented  by  a  curve. 

Let  the  axes  of  x  and  y  be  taken  in  the  given  plane  and  coincident 
with  the  axes  of  the  section  of  the  Elongation  Quadric  in  the  plane. 
Then  «,  must  =  0  for  these  axes.  Also  let  one  of  two  lines  along 
which  we  wish  to  find  the  shear  make  an  angle  0  with  the  axis  of  x. 
Then  in  the  expression  for  s  (Art.  361)  we  have  l^  =  cos  ^,  nt^  =  sin  6, 
/,  =  —  sin  ^,  f»i  =  cos  ^,  nj  =  w^  =  0  ;  therefore 

«  =  ^(6  — a)  sin  20, 

or  2«  =  (6  —  a)sin  2  0  =  shear, 

which  of  course  shows  that  the  shear  is  a  maximum  along  lines 
bisecting  the  angles  between  the  axes  of  the  section.  The  curve 
whose  polar  equation  is  r  =  (6~a)sin  20  consists  of  four  loops,  one 
in   each  quadrant,  and  its  radius-vector  gives  the  shear  for  any 

directions,  denoted  by  0  and  »  +  ^* 

It  follows  that  the  two  rectangular  lines  whose  shear  is  absolutely 
the  greatest  at  a  point  in  the  body  are  those  in  the  plane  of  the 
greatest  and  least  axes  of  the  Elongation  Quadric  (or  of  the  Strain 

Ellipsoid)  and  making  angles  of  -  with  them,  and  that  their  shear  is 

6j  — e,,  if  we  assume  e^,  e^,  e^  to  be  in  descending  order  of  magnitude. 

3.  Kepresent  the  shears  of  all  pairs  of  rectangular  lines  obtained  by 
taking  a  given  line  and  all  those  at  right  angles  to  it  at  a  given 
point. 

Let  the  point  0  (Fig.  240,  p.  37)  be  the  point  in  the  strained  body 
through  which  the  pairs  of  rectangular  lines  are  drawn ;  OPy  OA, 
OZ  represent  the  principal  axes  of  the  strain  at  0 ;  let  OL  be  the 
given  invariable  line  with  which  any  variable  line,  OM  (not  drawn  in 
the  figure)  at  right  angles  OL  is  to  be  associated ;  draw  the  arc  ZL^^ 
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and  produce  it  to  cut  FA  in  N ;  let  LN  be  produced  to  i?  so  that 
LR  =  rt  >  at  i?  draw  a  great  circle,  RM^  perpendicular  to  LR ;  then  the 

variable  line  OM  is  always  somewhere  in  the  plane  of  this  great  circle. 
Let  the  position  of  the  given  line  OL  be  defined  by  the  angles  ZL 
(=  ^)  and  FN  (=  0),  and  let  the  variable  angle  RM  be  x-  Then 
using  the  value  of  8  given  in  (a)  example  1,  and  substituting  for  the 
direction-cosines  /,  V^  &c.,  of  the  lines  OL  and  OM  their  values  in 
terms  of  ^,  </>,  x»  we  easily  find 

2«  =  («iCOs'</)  +  «jSin^</)— «3)sin  2d.cosx 

— («! — ej)  sin  2  </)  sin  0 .  sin  X, 
which  can  be  written  in  the  form 

2«  =  i(rcos(x  +  a).  (1) 

have         iT  =  sin ^  Vd^Bin^  2 </>  +  (c^j  +  <^a  +  <^8  cos  2  </>)*  cos'd, 

{f.  sin  2  <f> 

tana  = -x  • 

(aj  +  c^2  +  ^8  cos  2  </))  cos  ^ 

Equation  (1)  gives  at  once  a  graphic  method  of  representing  the 
shear  by  means  of  the  lengths  of  chords  of  a  circle  whose  diameter  =  JT. 

4.  If  A,  fx,  V  are  the  direction-cosines  of  any  plane,  and  28  the 
maximum  shear  of  lines  in  the  plane,  show  that 

4«»  =  (6,  +  C8A^  +  e3  +  «ifA'  +  «,+e,z;«)«-4(«2C8A*  +  e,CiM'  +  «i«a^'> 

5.  Prove  that  a  simple  elongation  in  any  direction  is  equivalent  to 
a  uniform  cubical  dilatation  together  with  two  shears,  each  having  the 
given  direction  for  one  axis,  the  other  axes  being  at  right  angles  to  it 
and  to  each  other. 

Consider  a  cube  whose  three  edges  at  the  point  0  are  Ox,  Oy,  Oz, 
and  suppose  the  given  simple  elongation,  f,  to  take  place  along  Ox, 
We  may  consider  this  as  ^f  +  Je  +  ^c  along  Ox,  and  we  may  suppose 
an  elongation  J  €  along  Oy  together  with  an  elongation  —  ^  c  (or  a 
contraction)  in  the  sense  of  yO;  and  similarly  ^  c  and  —^c  in  Oz. 
Now  ^  €  along  Ox,  Oy,  and  Oz  (and  of  course  along  all  lines  parallel  to 
these)  constitutes  (p.  388)  a  cubical  dilatation  €  ;  while  \  €  along  Ox 
and  —  ^  «  along  Oy  constitute  (Art.  369)  a  shear,  whose  amount  is  f  €. 
Therefore,  &c. 

6.  Resolve  a  simple  elongation  e  in  a  given  direction  into  its 
components  with  reference  to  three  rectangular  axes. 

Ans.  If  the  direction-cosines  of  the  direction  of  elongation  with 
reference  to  the  three  axes  are  /,  m,  n,  the  elongations  and  shears  to 
which  €  is  equivalent  are 

€l\  €m',  €n\  2  dm,  2€mn,  2ewZ. 

For,  if  f,  T/,  f  be  the  co-ordinates  of  any  point  before  strain,  the 
length  of  the  perpendicular  from  this  point  on  the  plane  through  the 
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origin  perpendicular  to  the  direction  (Z,  m,  n)  is  Zf+wn;+nf ;  and 
the  point  (f,  t/,  f)  is  drawn  out  along  this  perpendicular  through  a 
distance  €(Zf+m>y  +  wf).  The  projection  of  this  distance  along  the 
axis  of  X  is  €l  (Zf+wi^+nf);  hence  the  strained  co-ordinates 
{e,  V\  0>  are 

Comparing  these  values  of  ^,  ri\  ^  with  those  given  at  p.  392, 
we  see  that 

c?  =  a,  €m^  =  6,  €w'  =  c,  ^lm=>  «„  €W7i  =  «i,    cnZ  =«a, 

which  are  the  required  components  of  the  elongation  with  reference 
to  the  axes. 

7.  Find  the  condition  that,  in  the  general  small  strain,  there  should 
be  two  planes  of  no  elongation. 

a,  «3,  ^ 
Ans,    «,,  6,  8^ 

must  be  zero  (see  p.  391). 

8.  Given  two  small  strains, 

(a,  6,  c,  2«i,  2«„  2«,),  (a',  6',  c',  2«/,  2»/,  2«,0, 

find  the  resulting  elongation  quadric  and  strain  ellipsoid. 

Ans,  In  the  previous  equations  of  these  surfieu^es  put  a  +  a'  for 
a,  &c.,  ^t+V  ^^^  *8>  ^C" 

9.  Kesolve  a  shear,  2«,  of  two  given  rectangular  lines  into  its 
components  along  three  given  rectangular  axes. 

Ana.  If  the  direction-cosines  of  the  two  given  lines  with 
reference  to  the  given  axes  are  (Z,  wi,  n),  (f,  m',  n'),  the  com- 
ponents are 

28ll\  2«iM»',  2*nn',  2«(W-hrwi),  2«(mn'-hm'n),  2«(nZ'-f-w'Z). 

10.  Find  the  conditions  that  a  strain  whose  components  with 
reference  to  three  given  rectangular  axes  are  given  should  be  equiva- 
lent to  a  shear. 


=  0.     Hence  one  of  the  principal   elongations 


Ans, 


*8>    *2 


=  0  and  a'\-h-\-c  =  0. 


«8»    ^    *1 

The  first  of  these  expresses  that  the  product  of  the  three  principal 
elongations  is  zero,  and  the  second  that  their  sum  (the  cubical  dila- 
tation) is  zero.  Hence  the  principal  elongations  are  of  the  forms 
«,  —  tf,  0. 

1 1 .  Find  the  Yoi^tex  Lines  in  the  case  of  Torsion. 
Ana,  The  rotations  at  any  point  are 

ax  ay  az 


*>=-2y'  "»=~2i'  "»=T 
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Hence  the  differential  equations  of  the  Vortex  Lines  are 

dx     dy  ^      dz 
X      y  2« 

The  Vortex  Lines  are  therefore  the  intersections  of  =^  =  c,  and 

X         * 

a^z  =  Cj.     The  vortex  line  at  any  point  lies  in  the  plane  through  this 

point  and  the  axis  about  which  the  torsion  takes  place. 

12.  When  the  small  strain  {a,  5,  c,  2«j,  2«^,  2«,)  is  equivalent  to  a 
shear,  find  the  magnitude  of  the  shear. 

ii?w.  If  2«  is  the  shear,  a  =  \/«i'  +  «j'  +  «,'  +  i{a'+6»+c*).  To 
p:et  this  equate  the  components  in  example  9  to  a,  b,  c,  2^,  .... 
Squaring  and  adding  the  last  three,  we  have 

«'(l-r'Z'«-...+2Kmm'+...)  =  V  +  «,'+«s'; 
or  «*[l-2(PZ'«+w»m'»+fi2n'*)]  =  V+V+V; 

therefore  the  rest  follows  from  the  first  three. 

13.  Prove  that  torsion  is  equivalent  to  shear  at  each  point,  and  find 
its  amount. 

Ans,  Let  P  be  the  point  considered,  PO  the  perpendicular 
(of  length  r)  from  P  on  the  axis  of  torsion,  and  let  the  strain  be 

expressed  as  in  Art.  371;  then  the  amount  of  the  shear  is  -j- '  ^^^ 

the  strain  is  a  shear  of  the  line  drawn  through  P  parallel  to  the  axis 
of  torsion  and  a  line  perpendicular  to  this  one  and  to  PO. 

1 4.  Find  the   areal  dilatation  on  a  plane  the  direction-cosines  of 
whose  normal  are  I,  m,  n, 

Ans.  a+6  +  c-(aP  +  ^'  +  cn*  +  2^f?W8+2mn«|  +  2nZ»j). 


Section  II. 

Analysis  of  Stresses, 

375.]  Intensity  of  a  Stress.  If  a  force  whose  magnitude  is 
P  acts  over  an  area  S  in  such  a  way  that  there  is  all  over  the 
area  the  same  force  on  the  same  amount  of  area,  the  force  is  said 
to  be  uniformly  distributed  over  the  area;   and  the  intensity  of 

force  on  the  area  is  -^^  i.e.   the  rate  at   which  'the  force   is 

distributed  per  unit  of  area.     Thus  the  atmospheric  pressure  on 
any  area  at  the  surface  of  the  earth  is  roughly  1 5  lbs.  weight  on 
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every  square  inch,  and  if  the  unit  of  force  is  a  pound  weight  and 
the  unit  of  length  an  inch,  the  intensity  of  atmospheric  pressure 
is  represented  by  the  number  15. 

If  force  acts  over  an  area  in  such  a  way  that  there  is  not  the 
same  amount  exerted  on  the  same  area  everywhere,  the  distri- 
bution is  not  uniform  ;  and  in  this  case  we  can  speak  only  of  the 
intensity  of  force  at  each  particular  point.  If  about  any  point  we 
describe  a  very  small  area,  dS^  on  which  we  may  assume  the 
distribution  of  force  to  be  constant,  and  if  dF  is  the  amount  of 

dF 
force  on  it,  the  intensity  of  force  at  the  point  selected  is  -to* 

An  instance  of  this  occurs  when  the  area  pressed  is  any  non- 
horizontal  area  in  a  heavy  liquid.  The  intensity  of  pressure  at 
points  in  the  upper  part  of  the  area  is  less  than  the  intensity  at 
points  in  the  lower  part. 

376.]  Stress  at  a  Feint.  At  any  point,  P,  of  the  body 
consider  a  small  plane  surface  of  area  dS  and  any  position.  This 
may  be  regarded  as  separating  the  part  (A)  of  the  body  at  one 
side  of  it  from  the  part  {B)  at  the  other  side.  Then  the 
particles  in  this  element  plane,  when  the  body  is  strained  in 
any  manner,  are  subject  to  certain  forces  proceeding  from  the 
particles  at  the  side  {A)  and  resulting  from  the  elongation  or 
contraction  of  the  natural  distances.  The  resultant  of  these 
forces  is  called  the  stress  on  the  side  {A)  of  the  element  plane. 

The  particles  in  the  element  plane  are  also  subject  to  forces 
proceeding  from  particles  at  the  side  {B)  of  the  plane ;  and  the 
resultant  of  these  latter  is,  of  course,  a  stress  equal  and  opposite 
to  the  first-mentioned  stress. 

The  resultant  stress  (on  either  side  of  the  element  plane) 
divided  by  the  area,  dS,  is  the  intensity  of  stress  on  the  plane ; 
and  the  resultant  stress  may  be  either  normal  to  the  plane, 
oblique  to  it,  or  in  it. 

If  at  the  same  point  P  we  consider  a  small  plane  8ur£EU^e  of 
the  same  area  as  before,  but  of  different  position,  the  resultant 
stress  on  it  will,  generally  speaking,  be  different  both  in  magni- 
tude and  in  direction  from  the  previous  stress.  In  the  case  of  a 
perfect  fluid  body  the  magnitude  of  the  stress  is  constant  and  its 
direction  is  normal  to  the  element  plane,  whatever  be  the 
position  of  the  latter  at  the  point  P. 

Hence  in  the  case  of  a  strained  body  the  term  '  stress  at  a 
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point'  has  no  definite  meaning  until  we  specify  the  element 
plane  on  which  the  stress  acts. 

377.]  Equilibrium  of  an  elementary  FarallelopipecL  At 
any  point,  P  (Fig.  295,  p.  395),  whose  co-ordinates  with  reference 
to  three  fixed  rectangular  axes  are  (^,  y,  z)  let  a  very  small 
rectangular  parallelepiped,  PosyzIC^  of  the  substance  be  separated 
in  imagination  from  the  rest  of  the  body  by  means  of  element 
planes  perpendicular  to  the  fixed  axes.  We  may  then,  if  we 
actually  produce  on  the  &ces  of  this  element  the  stresses  which 
ai'e  produced  on  them  by  the  neighbouring  portions  of  the  body, 
consider  the  equilibrium  of  the  element  apart  from  the  re- 
mainder*. 

The  resultant  stress  on  any  &ce,  zPy,  may  be  considered  as 
acting  at  the  middle  point  of  the  face.  Let  this  stress  per  unit 
area  be  resolved  into  three  components,  PmPxyiPxMi  parallel  to 
the  axes,  and  in  the  negative  senses  of  these  axes.  In  the 
suffixes  the  first  letter  indicates  the  axis  to  which  the  &ce  is 
perpendicular,  and  the  second  the  axis  parallel  to  which  the  com- 
{>onent  acts.  Let  the  intensities  of  the  stress  components  on  the 
face  zPx  be  Pyx^PyyyPyt^  of  which  the  second  is  a  normal 
tension,  these  components  being  also  in  the  negative  senses  of 
the  axes.  Let  the  components  of  stress  intensity  for  the  face 
xPy  be  similarly  jt?,„j!?,y,j!?„,  in  the  negative  senses  of  the  axes. 

At  the  middle  points  of  the  opposite  faces  of  the  parallelopiped 
the  stress  components  will,  of  course,  be  in  the  positive  senses  of 
the  axes.  Thus  the  normal  stresses  on  the  faces  are  all  tractioru^ 
so  that  if  in  any  case  they  are  really  pressures  (as  in  perfect 
fluids)  they  are  to  be  considered  negative.  The  oblique  com- 
ponents, jo,^,  &c.,  are  shearing  stresses. 

Let  the  lengths  of  the  edges  of  the  parallelopiped  be  dx^  dy^ 
dz.  Then  these  stress  components  are  all  functions  of  the  position 
of  P,  i.  e.  each  of  them  is  some  function  of  (^,  y,  z).  And  the 
co-ordinates  of  the  point  x  in  the  figure  are  (x  +  dx^y,  z) ;  so  that 
ifi'«c=/(^»  y»  ^)>  the  p^  for  the  face  BxCI  iaf(x-\-dx,  y,  z),  i.e. 

*  In  considering  the  equilibrium  of  an  element  of  a  fluid  body  it  is  customary 
to  say  that  we  consider  it  as  solidified  and  acted  on  by  the  stresses  (pressures) 
which  the  fluid  exerts  on  its  surface.  This  solidification  is,  however,  wholly 
unnecessary  and  misleading — if,  indeed,  it  is  not  actually  wrong.  The  element 
while  regarded  as  forming  part  of  the  body  is  not  solidified,  but  is  kept  in  its 
condition  by  the  very  forces  which,  by  supposition,  are  produced  on  it  by  other 
means.  If  these  forces  were  by  themselves  sufiicient  in  the  one  case,  they  must 
be  so  in  the  other,  without  the  aid  of  solidifioation. 


377-]  EQUILIBRIUM  OF  AN  ELEMENTARY  PARALLELOPIPED.  411 

dp 
it  is  jo«B  +  -y^r/a?,  neglecting  {dxf,  &e.     This  component  is,  as 

said,  directed  in  the  sense  Px,  Hence  the  components  of  in- 
tensity of  stress  on  BxCI  are 

^"^  dx  '  ^'^  dx  '  ^"  dx 
Similarly  for  the  components  of  intensity  of  stress  on  the 
other  faces.  To  get  the  whole  amount  of  stress  in  any  direction 
on  any  face,  the  intensity  in  this  direction  most,  of  course,  be 
multiplied  by  the  area  of  the  &ce.  Let  us  calculate  the  whole 
amount  of  stress  parallel  to  Px  exerted  on  the  parallelepiped. 
The  face  zPy  will  contribute  p^j^  x  dydz^  in  the  negative  direction, 
while  the  opposite  face,  BxCI^  will  contribute 

dp 
and  the  sum  of  these  is  —^  x  dxdydz.    The  face  zPx  will  give 

a  stress  Py^xdzdx  parallel  to  Px,  and  the  opposite  &ce  will 

give  (p^g  +  -^  dy^  dzdx ;  and  the  sum  of  these  is  -y^  .  dxdydz ; 

.       .     dp  ^ 

similarly,  the  fiwjes  xPy  and  £zA  will  give  -^.  dxdydz.     Hence 

the  whole  stress  force  acting  on  the  element  in  the  direction 

Px  is  (~^  +  -^  +  -4^)  dxdydz.     Some  external  force  (gravity, 

or  other)  may  also  act  on  each  element  of  the  body.  Such  a 
force  will  always  be  proportional  to  the  quantity  of  matter  in 
the  element.  Suppose  p  to  be  density  of  the  body  at  P;  then, 
approximately,  the  quantity  of  matter  in  the  parallelepiped  is 
p dxdydz.  Let  the  components  of  the  external  force  which  is 
felt  at  P  along  the  axes  of  x,  y^  z  he  JT,  T,  Z^  per  unit  of  mass. 
Then  the  component  of  the  external  force  along  Px  exerted  on 
the  clement  is  pXdxdydz,  Equating  to  zero  the  sum  of  the 
components  along  Px  of  all  forces  exerted  on  the  element,  we 

dx        dy        dz 
Similarly.  % +  ^»  +  ^»  +  ,l- 0,  [  (l) 

dx        dy        dz 


412  ANALYSIS   OP   STRAINS   AND   STEESSBS.  [377. 

the  last  two  equations  being  obtained  bj  resolving  forces  along 
the  axes  oty  and  z. 

In  a  perfect  fluid  the  shearing  intensities  are  zero,  and,  by  a 
fundamental  result  for  the  stress  of  every  strained  body,  which 
will  be  presently  given,  the  normal  intensities  are  of  equal 
amount  for  all  planes  at  P ;  so  that  jt?^  s  p^^  =  p„,  each  being 
a  pressure,  equal  to  —j). 

For  any  kind  of  body  we  obtain  another  important  set  of 
equations  by  expressing  the  equilibrium  of  the  momenU  of  the 
forces  acting  on  the  parallelopiped.  For  example,  take  moments 
about  the  line  joining  the  middle  points  of  the  opposite  &ces  zPy 
and  BxC,  The  external  force  ^  acting  on  the  parallelopiped  may 
be  considered  to  act  at  its  middle  point ;  it  will  therefore  con- 
tribute nothing  to  the  moments  about  the  axis  chosen.  Neither 
will  the  stresses  on  these  &ces  themselves,  since  these  stresses 
act  at  the  middle  points  of  the  £ices.  Of  the  stresses  on  the 
faces  zPx  and  AyC  the  components  j)y^  x  dxdz  and 

which  are  parallel  to  Pz^  will  alone  contribute  moments.     The 

d^ 
moment  of  the  first  is  Py,  x  dxdz  x  -^,  or  ipygdxdydz^  and  the 

moment  (in  the  same  sense)  of  the  second  is 

or  ipygdxdydz,  neglecting  the  term  dx  (dyY  dz.  The  sum  of  these 
moments  \%Py.dxdydz. 

Again,  of  the  stresses  on  the  faces  xPy  and  BzA  the  com- 
ponents, p^yxdxdy  and  (pty-h -^^-dz^  dxdy  will   alone  con- 


*  It  is  important  for  the  student  to  distinguish  two  species  of  external  force 
acting  on  any  body.  There  may  be  external  forces  which  act  only  at  particular 
points  on  iU  surface — as,  for  example,  when  a  beam  rests  against  the  ground  and 
against  a  wall,  the  reactions  of  the  ground  and  wall — and  there  may  be  external 
forces  which  affect  every  dement  inside  the  body — as,  in  the  same  case,  the 
attraction  of  the  earth  which  produces  a  force  (the  weight)  on  each  element  of  the 
beam.  The  latter  are  called  continuorUy  or  bodily ,  forces.  Thus  a  strained  body 
may  be  affected  by  both — the  above  beam,  if  slightly  flexible,  will  be  bent.  The 
forces  (per  unit  of  mass),  X,  F,  Z,  in  equations  (1)  belong  exclusively  to  the 
second  kind.  Forces  of  the  first  kind  do  not  enter  into  these  equations;  they 
are  like  the  terminal  tensions  of  a  string,  and  are  required  for  determining  the 
values  of  constants  which  occur  in  the  integrals  of  the  differential  equations  (1) 
of  equilibrium. 
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tribute;  and  the  sum  of  their  moments  is  p^ydxdydz,  which  is 
obviously  in  the  sense  opposite  to  that  of  the  previous  moment. 
Hence  equating  the  sum  of  these  moments  to  zero, 

Similarly,  i?«  =  /?xa,  >  (2) 

which  are  obtained  by  taking  moments  about  the  lines  joining 
the  middle  points  of  the  other  pairs  of  opposite  faces. 

The  stress  (per  unit  of  area)  on  the  £Eice  zPy  can  be  resolved 
into  two,  viz.  one  normal  to  the  face  and  the  other  in  the  face. 
The  first  is  p„,  and  the  second  (which  is  the  resultant  shearing 

force  intensity  on  the  face)  is  ^^/j^Ky+J^gu,'  Equations  (2)  ob- 
viously assert  that  if  we  take  any  two  element  planes  at  right 
angles  to  each  other  at  any  point  of  the  body,  tie  component  along 
the  normal  to  the  second  of  the  stress  per  unit  area  on  the  first  is 
equal  to  the  component  along  the  normal  to  the  first  of  the  stress 
per  imit  area  on  the  second.  We  shall  now  see  that  this  very 
important  result  is  true  for  two  element  planes  inclined  at  any 
angle  to  each  other. 

To  save  a  multiplicity  of  symbols,  we  shall  (with  Lam^)  use 
the  following  notation : — 

Fig,  301  represents  these  component  intensities  of  stress,  in 
the  senses  in  which  they  are  assumed  to  act  in  all  our  subse- 
quent equations,  at  points  indefinitely 
close   to  P  in    the  three    co-ordinate 
planes. 

378.]  Equilibrium  of  an  elementary 
TetraJiedron.  Consider  now  the  equi- 
librium of  the  indefinitely  small  tetra- 
hedron whose  vertex  is  P  (Fig.  301)  and 
whose  base  is  the  triangle  formed  by 
the  points  marked  x,  y^  z — the  plane  of 
these  points  being  any  plane  whatever 

in  the  neighbourhood  of  P.  Let  /,  «?,  w  be  the  direction-cosines 
of  the  perpendicular  from  P  on  this  plane.  Let  P,  Q,  iZ  be 
the  components,  along  the  axes  Pa?,  Py,  Pz^  of  the  intensity  of 
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stress  exerted  on  this  plane.  It  is  required  to  express  these 
components  in  terms  of  iVj,  iVg,  iVg,  Tj,  T^,  ^3. 

Let  A  be  the  area  of  the  triangular  &ce  osyz ;  then  the  areas 
of  the  triangular  feces  zPy^  zPx,  xFy  are  lA^  mA,  tiA,  respectively. 

Now  for  the  equilibrium  of  the  tetrahedron  resolve  the  forces 
acting  on  it  along  Px.  The  fece  zPy  will  contribute  the  term 
—N^xlA;  the  face  zPx  will  contribute  —T^xmA;  the  fece 
xPy  the  term  -—T^xnA;  the  fece  xyz  the  term  Px  A;  while 
the  component  of  the  external  force  is  pX  x  the  volume  of  the 
tetrahedron,  or  ^pXxhA,  where  h  is  the  length  of  the  perpen- 
dicular from  P  on  the  plane  xyz. 

Hence  the  equation  of  equilibrium  is 

P-lN^^mT^^nZ-hipAX  =  0, 
or,  in  the  limit. 

Similarly,  Q  :=  IT^  +  mN^  +  «?\,  >  (3) 

the  terms  depending  on  the  external  bodily  force  disappearing 
because  they  are  infinitesimals  of  the  third  order  (being  pro- 
portional to  the  volume  of  the  tetrahedron)  while  the  stresses  are 
of  the  second  order  being  proportional  to  the  areas  of  the  feces 
of  the  tetrahedron.  These  equations  give  the  intensity  of  stress 
in  magnitude  and  direction  on  any  assigned  element  plane  when 
the  stresses  on  three  rectangular  element  planes  are  known  ;  they 
are,  in  fact,  the  composition  and  resolution  of  stress. 

Any  one  of  these  equations  (3)  suffices  for  the  proof  of  the 
important  general  theorem  of  projection  already  referred  to. 
For  P  is  the  projection,  along  the  normal  to  the  element  plane 
zPy,  of  the  intensity  of  stress  on  the  element  plane  xyz^  and 

IN^  +  mT^  +  nT.^ 

is  the  projection,  along  the  normal  to  the  latter  plane,  of  the 
intensity  of  stress  on  the  former.  This  theorem  is  true  therefore 
for  any  two  element  planes  at  a  point. 

Remark.  The  components  of  stress  on  an  element  plane  at 
the  bounding  surfece  of  the  body  are  to  be  equated  to  the  com- 
ponents of  the  external  force  applied  to  the  surfece  at  the 
element. 

Cor.  1.  It  follows  immediately  from  this  theorem  of  the  pro- 
jections of  two  stresses  that  if  there  is  at  a  point  in  the  body 
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any  plane  on  which  the  stress  is  zero,  the  lines  of  action  of  the 
stresses  on  all  other  planes  at  this  point  lie  in  this  plane  of  zero 
stresa 

Cor.  2.  If  the  stress  on  every  element  plane  at  a  point  in  a  body 
is  normal  to  the  plane,  the  intensity  of  the  stress  is  constant  for  all 
element  planes  at  the  point. 

For,  let  p  and  q  be  the  intensities  of  stress  on  two  planes,  each 

stress  being  normal  to  the  corresponding  plane;  and  let  ^  be 

the  angle  between  the  two  normals.     Then  bj  the  theorem  of 

projection 

^   •*  /?  cos  ^  =  ^  cos  ^, 

.-.  P  =  q^ 

i.e.  the  intensity  of  the  stress  is  constant  on  all  planes  at  the 
given  point. 

Thus  in  a  perfect  fluid  the  stress  on  every  element  plane  at  a 
point  is  a  normal  pressure ;  hence  its  intensity  is  constant  in  all 
directions  round  the  point — a  result  which  is  one  of  the  elementary 
principles  of  Hydrostatics. 

A  perfect  fluid  may,  therefore,  be  completely  defined  as  a  body 
such  thaty  however  it  may  be  strained,  the  stress  on  every  element^ 
plane  at  every  paint  is  a  normal  pressure — the  equality  following 
firom  the  normality. 

When  the  stress  on  an  element  plane,  tj,  exerted  by  the  part. 
Ay  of  the  body  on  one  side  of  it  consists  of  a  force  whose  com- 
ponent normal  to  tj  is  directed  firom  this  plane  towards  the  part 
Ay  the  stress  on  tj  is  called  tension ;  and  when  the  normal  com- 
ponent is  directed  boxn  ^  to  tj,  it  is  called  pressure.  All  perfect 
fluid  stress  is,  as  just  said,  pressure.  In  general  at  every  point 
inside  a  strained  body  there  will  be  some  planes  on  which  the 
stress  is  pressure,  and  others  on  which  the  stress  is  tension. 

It  may  assist  the  student  to  understand  the  nature  of  the 
action  of  stress  on  an  element  plane  if  we  draw  a  figure  repre- 
senting the  equilibrium  of  these  stresses  on  an  element  of  the 
body.  Thus,  if  we  take  the  elementary  parallelopiped  PI  (Fig. 
295,  p.  395)  to  be  a  cube,  and  also  take  (as  we  may)  the  stress  on 
any  fiu^e  as  acting  at  its  middle  point,  the  forces  in  the  plane  of 
xy  may  be  represented  as  in  Fig.  302,  which  is  that  of  a  section 
of  the  cube  through  its  centre  and  parallel  to  the  plane  of  xy. 
If  there  were  no  stresses  on  planes  parallel  to  xy^  this  figure 
would  completely  represent  the  equilibrium  of  the  cubical  ele- 
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stress  exerted  on  this  plane.  It  is  required  to  express  these 
components  in  terms  of  iV^,  iVg,  JV3,  Tj,  Tgi  ^s- 

Let  A  be  the  area  of  the  triangular  face  osyz ;  then  the  areas 
of  the  triangular  faces  zPy^  zPx^  xFy  are  lA^  mA,  nA,  respectively. 

Now  for  the  equilibrium  of  the  tetrahedron  resolve  the  forces 
acting  on  it  along  Psc,  The  face  zPy  will  contribute  the  term 
—N^xlA'y  the  face  zPx  will  contribute  —T^xmA]  the  fiace 
xPy  the  term  —T^xnA;  the  face  xyz  the  term  Px  A;  while 
the  component  of  the  external  force  is  p JT  x  the  volume  of  the 
tetrahedron,  or  ^pXxAA,  where  A  is  the  length  of  the  perpen- 
dicular from  P  on  the  plane  xyz. 

Hence  the  equation  of  equilibrium  is 

P^lN^^mT^-nT,-hip/iX=  0, 
or,  in  the  limit, 

P=lN^^mT^  +  nT^.\ 
Similarly,  Q  =  IT^^ mN^  +  w^i ,  >  (3) 

the  terms  depending  on  the  external  bodily  force  disappearing 
because  they  are  infinitesimals  of  the  third  order  (being  pro- 
portional to  the  volume  of  the  tetrahedron)  while  the  stresses  are 
of  the  second  order  being  proportional  to  the  areas  of  the  faces 
of  the  tetrahedron.  These  equations  give  the  intensity  of  stress 
in  magnitude  and  direction  on  any  assigned  element  plane  when 
the  stresses  on  three  rectangular  element  planes  are  known  ;  they 
are,  in  fact,  the  composition  and  resolutimi  of  stress. 

Any  one  of  these  equations  (3)  suffices  for  the  proof  of  the 
important  general  theorem  of  projection  already  referred  to. 
For  P  is  the  projection,  along  the  normal  to  the  element  plane 
zPif,  of  the  intensity  of  stress  on  the  element  plane  xyz^  and 

is  the  projection,  along  the  normal  to  the  latter  plane,  of  the 
intensity  of  stress  on  the  former.  This  theorem  is  true  therefore 
for  any  two  element  planes  at  a  point. 

Remark,  The  components  of  stress  on  an  element  plane  at 
the  boxmding  surface  of  the  body  are  to  be  equated  to  the  com- 
ponents of  the  external  force  applied  to  the  surface  at  the 
element. 

Cor.  1.  It  follows  immediately  from  this  theorem  of  the  pro- 
jections of  two  stresses  that  if  there  is  at  a  point  in  the  body 
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any  plane  on  which  the  stress  is  zero,  the  lines  of  action  of  the 
stresses  on  all  other  planes  at  this  point  lie  in  this  plane  of  zero 
stresa 

Cob.  2.  If  the  9tre%%  on  every  element  plane  at  a  point  in  a  body 
is  normal  to  the  plane^  the  intensity  of  the  stress  is  constant  for  all 
element  planes  at  the  point. 

For,  let  p  and  q  be  the  intensities  of  stress  on  two  planes,  each 

stress  being  normal  to  the  corresponding  plane;  and  let  ^  be 

the  angle  between  the  two  normals.     Then  by  the  theorem  of 

projection  . 

^   •'  p  cos  4>  ^  q  cos  (f>, 

.-.  i?  =  ?, 

i.e.  the  intensity  of  the  stress  is  constant  on  all  planes  at  the 
given  point. 

Thus  in  a  perfect  fluid  the  stress  on  every  element  plane  at  a 
point  is  a  normal  pressure ;  hence  its  intensity  is  constant  in  all 
directions  round  the  point — a  result  which  is  one  of  the  elementary 
principles  of  Hydrostatics, 

A  perfect  fluid  may,  therefore,  be  completely  defined  as  a  body 
such  thaty  however  it  may  be  strained^  the  stress  on  every  element- 
plane  at  every  paint  is  a  normal  pressure — the  equality  following 
from  the  normality. 

When  the  stress  on  an  element  plane,  tj,  exerted  by  the  part, 
Ay  of  the  body  on  one  side  of  it  consists  of  a  force  whose  com- 
ponent normal  to  tj  is  directed  fit)m  this  plane  towards  the  part 
Ay  the  stress  on  tj  is  called  tension ;  and  when  the  normal  com- 
ponent is  directed  from  -4  to  «r,  it  is  oxiileA  pressure.  All  perfect 
fluid  stress  is,  as  just  said,  pressure.  In  general  at  every  point 
inside  a  strained  body  there  will  be  some  planes  on  which  the 
stress  is  pressure,  and  others  on  which  the  stress  is  tension. 

It  may  assist  the  student  to  imderstand  the  nature  of  the 
action  of  stress  on  an  element  plane  if  we  draw  a  figure  repre- 
senting the  equilibrium  of  these  stresses  on  an  element  of  the 
body.  Thus,  if  we  take  the  elementary  parallelepiped  PI  (Fig. 
295,  p.  395)  to  be  a  cube,  and  also  take  (as  we  may)  the  stress  on 
any  face  as  acting  at  its  middle  point,  the  forces  in  the  plane  of 
xy  may  be  represented  as  in  Fig.  302,  which  is  that  of  a  section 
of  the  cube  through  its  centre  and  parallel  to  the  plane  of  acy. 
If  there  were  no  stresses  on  planes  parallel  to  xyy  this  figure 
would  completely  represent  the  equilibrium  of  the  cubical  ele- 
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ment.  (Since  the  faces  have  been  all  taken  as  equal  in  area,  the 
intensities  of  stresses  are  proportional  to  the  stresses  acting  on 
them). 

It  is  evident,  of  coarse,  that  when 
the  stresses  on  any  three  planes  at 
a  point  (rectangular  or  not)  are 
known,  the  stress  on  every  plane 
at  this  point  can  be  found  both 
in  magnitude  and  in  line  of  action. 
For  we  may  consider  the  equili- 
brium of  the  tetrahedral  element 
contained  by  the  assumed  plane 
and  the  three  given  ones,  and  the 
required  force  will  be  equal  and 
opposite  to  the  resultant  of  three  given  forces. 

Let  it,  for  example,  be  given  that  the  stress  at  any  point  P  is 
a  shearing  stress  in  each  of  two  rectangular  planes,  there  being 

no  stress  on  planes  perpendicular  to  both 
of  them.  Suppose  that  all  planes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  P  which  are  perpen- 
dicular to  the  plane  of  the  paper  and 
parallel  to  CD  (Fig.  303)  are  subject  to  a 
shearing  stress,  and  that  all  planes  paral- 
lel to  AD  and  perpendicular  to  the  paper 
are  also  subject  to  shearing  stress,  and 
that  planes  parallel  to  the  paper  are  not 
subject  to  stress.  The  intensities  of  these 
shearing  stresses  are  obviously  equal  (either  by  what  precedes, 
or  by  considering  the  equilibrium  of  a  small  prism  whose  base 
is  the  square  ABCD  and  whose  edges  are  perpendicular  to  the 
paper.  The  equality  of  moments  roimd  an  axis  through  P  per- 
pendicular to  the  figure  gives  the  equality  of  the  intensities  of 
these  shears) ;  let  their  common  intensity  be  S^  and  suppose 
them  represented  by  the  arrow^s. 

Draw  the  plane  AC^  and  consider  the  equilibrium  of  the 
portion  ADC  of  the  body  (or  rather  of  a  little  right  prism  whose 
base  is  ADC),  It  is  kept  in  equilibrium  by  the  forces  S  acting 
in  the  lines  DC  and  DA  and  by  the  stress  on  the  face  AC.  This 
last  must  (since  it  may  be  supposed  to  act  at  the  middle  point  of 
AC)  act  in  the  line  PD  from  P  to  B.     If  h  is  the  height  of  the 
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prism,  the  areas  of  its  faces  are  h  x  AC^  h  x  CD,  h  x  DA ;  so  that 
the  forces  acting  in  DC  and  DA  are  Sxix  DC  and  SxAx  DA  ; 
and  their  resultant,  F,  which  is  equal  and  opposite  to  the  stress 
on  AC,  is  given  by  the  equation 


F=z  VS^xA^xDC^  +  S^xk^xDA^  =  SxixAC; 

F 
"    hxAC        ' 

Le.  the  intensity  of  stress  on  the  face  AC  is  equal  to  the  intensity 
of  the  shearing  stress  on  each  of  the  other  two  faces ;  moreover* 
the  stress  on  ^C  is  normal  io  AC.  This  stress  is  the  action  of 
the  portion  of  the  body  at  the  right  hand  side  oi  AC  on  the 
particles  in  the  plane  AC,  and  since  it  acts  in  the  sense  PD,  it 
is  a  pressure.  Hence  if  the  portion  of  the  body  at  the  right  hand 
side  of  AC,  or  of  any  plane  parallel  to  it  and  near  it  be  removed, 
a  pressure  of  intensity  S  must  be  applied  to  the  plane  in  the 
sense  PD.  The  action  of  the  part  of  the  body  at  the  left  hand 
side  of  AC,  or  of  any  parallel  to  and  near  it,  consists,  of  course,  of 
a  pressure  in  the  opposite  sense ;  so  that  if  we  draw  two  element 
planes  HI  and  JK  parallel  to  AC  and  consider  the  portions  of  the 
body  at  the  right  of  the  first  and  at  the  left  of  the  second  as 
removed,  two  pressures  (indicated  by  the  arrows  pointing  to  B 
and  D)  must  be  applied  to  the  portion  of  the  body  contained  be- 
tween these  planes. 

Similarly,  by  drawing  BD  and  considering  the  equilibrium  of 
the  prism  standing  on  the  base  BCD,  we  see  that  the  action  of 
the  portion  of  the  body  at  the  lower  side  of  BD  on  the  particles  in 
this  face  consists  of  a  normal  stress  of  intensity  S  directed  in  the 
sense  CP,  i.  e.  towards  the  parts  considered  as  removed ;  in  other 
words,  this  stress  is  a  tension.  Consequently  if  we  isolate  in 
imagination  a  small  prism  of  the  body  standing  on  the  square 
HIJK,  we  regard  it  as  acted  on  by  two  pressures  on  its  faces  HI 
and  JK,  and  by  two  tensions  on  its  &ces  //  and  KIL 

The  state  of  stress  of  the  body  at  P  may  just  as  well  be 
produced  by  applying  normal  stress  (pressure),  of  the  same 
intensity  as  the  shearing  stress,  to  all  planes  parallel  to  AC  and 
near  it,  and  normal  stress  (tension),  of  same  intensity,  to  all 
planes  parallel  to  BD  and  near  it ;  in  other  words,  we  may  sui- 
stitute  this  state  of  stress  for  the  shearing  stress. 

Hence  a  shearing  stress  on  two  rectangular  planes  at  any  paint 
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produces  equal  normal  stresses  of  opposite  signs  (pressure  and 
tension)  and  of  intensities  equal  to*  that  of  the  shearing  stress  on 
the  two  planes  which  bisect  the  a^igles  between  them. 

This  result  follows,  of  course,  from  equations  (3)  by  taking 
the  lines  &om  P  perpendicular  to  CD  and  BC  as  axes  of  x  and 
jf,  and  putting  N^  =  0,  iV^  =  0,  N^  =  0,  J^  =  0,  T^  =  0,  Tj  =  5, 

I  =1  m  =^  — th,  71  =  0.     From  these  equations  also  we  deduce  the 

magnitude  and  line  of  action  of  the  stress  on  any  plane  near  P. 

The  student  will  do  well,  however,  to  deduce  from  the  figure 
the  stress  on  any  plane  through  (or  near)  P  perpendicular  to  the 
figure. 

379.]  Transformation  of  Stress.  Given  the  conditions  of 
stress  of  a  body  at  any  point  in  it  with  reference  to  one  set  cf 
rectangular  planes^  to  find  the  condition  of  stress  at  the  same  point 
with  reference  to  any  other  set  of  rectangular  planes. 

Let  the  given  stresses  at  a  point  P,  on  three  rectangular 
planes  o{ xy^  yz,  zx,  be  N^y  N^^  iVg,  T^ ,  y^j,  T3,  as  in  last  Article. 
Then  the  components  along  the  axes  of  x^  y,  z  of  the  stress  per 
unit  area  on  an  element  plane  at  the  point  the  direction-codnes 
of  whose  normal  are  /,  m^  n  are  given  by  equations  (3)  of  last 
Article.  The  resolved  part,  T,  of  this  stress  along  any  line 
whose  direction-cosines  are  A,  /a,  v  is  XP  +  /ut  Q  •\'vR\  i.e. 

T z^  lkN^^-miiN.^'\'nvN^'\'{lli'\'m\)T^'\'{mv'\'nii)T^ 

■^{nk^'lv)T^,     (1) 

If  the  line  along  which  the  stress  is  resolved  is  the  normal 
to.  the  element  plane  itself,  the  component,  N^  is  /P  +  »*Q  +  «iZ; 

i.  e.         N:=  PN^  +  m^N^  +  n^N^  +  2  ImT^  +  2  mnT^  ■^2nlT^,        (2) 

Let  it  be  required  to  find  the  intensities  of  stress  on  three 
other  rectangular  element  planes  at  P  whose  normals  are  P./, 
Py,  P/;  and  let  the  direction-cosines  of  these  normals  with 
respect  to  Pa?,  Py,  Pz  be  (/,  w,  »),  (^,  m\  »'),  {V\  m'\  «"),  re- 
spectively. Denote  the  components  of  the  intensity  of  stress  on 
the  plane  /  /  by  N\  along  Paf,  T^  along  P/,  and  T^  along  P/; 
the  components  of  the  intensity  of  stress  on  the  plane  /of  by  T^ 
along  Px\  N'2  along  P/,  and  Fj  along  P/ ;  and  those  of  the 

*  Compare  with  the  corresponding  result  in  the  case  of  shearing  strain.  The 
shearing  strain  may  be  replaced  by  two  simple  elongations,  the  magnitude  of 
each  being  half  that  of  the  shear.    See  (p.  395.) 


381.]  PRINCIPAL    PLANES   OP   A   STRESS.  419 

intensity  of  stress  on  the  plane  x'  1/  by  T^  along  Tx\  T^  along 
P/,  and  iV'3  along  P/. 

Then  N\  is  given  by  (2) ;  N\  is  obtained  by  using  (^,  m'  n') 
for  (/,  f»,  n)  in  (2)  ;  N\  by  using  {V\  m'\  n")  for  (/,  m^  n)  in  (2) ; 
^3  by  using  (^',  <  n')  for  (A,  fx,  1;)  in  (l) ;  F,  by  using  (r,  w'',  ^/') 
for  (A,  fx,  j;)  in  (1) ;  and  I^^  by  using  (/'  m\  n')  for  (/,  «f,  «),  and 
(r,  m'\  n'j  for  (A,  fx,  v)  in  (1). 

It  will  be  seen  &om  this  that  in  transforming  from  one  set  of 
rectangular  axes  to  another,  the  quantities  -A^i,  -A^2>  -^3»  ^3>  ^i>  ^2* 
transform  like  a?^,  y^,  z^,  any,  yz,  zx. 

The  system  of  stress,  thus  calculated,  on  the  new  planes  may 
be  substituted  for  the  original  system  of  stress — the  two  systems 
are,  in  other  words,  perfectly  equivalent,  and  either  will  produce 
the  other. 

In  particular,  i{  A,  B,  C  are  the  princ^)al  intensities  of  stress 
at  a  point,  the  components  of  stress  intensity  on  any  system  of 
rectangular  planes  at  the  point  are — 

N^  =  AV^  +  £m'^  +  C«'2 ;    T^  =  Atr  +  Bmm''  +  Cnn'\ 

N^^Ar^-vBrn'^^^-Cn"^',   T^^  AlV  ■\-Bmm'  +Cnu\ 

380.]  Cone  of  Shearing  Streas.  The  expression  (2)  for  the 
normal  component  of  intensity  of  stress  on  a  plane  may  for  all 
values  of  I,  m,  n  (i.  e.  for  all  element  planes  at  the  point  con* 
sidered)  retain  a  positive  value.  In  this  case  the  normal  com- 
ponent of  stress  is  a  teiision  on  all  planes.  Or  the  expression  may 
be  negative  for  all  planes,  and  then  the  normal  stress  will  be 
pressure  all  round.  Or,  finally,  it  may  be  positive  for  some 
directions  and  negative  for  others.  It  will  then  be  zero  for 
some  directions;  i.e.  there  will  be  planes  on  which  the  stress  is 
entirely  tangential.  The  directions  of  the  normals  to  these 
planes  are  given  by  the  equation 

and  therefore  the  normals  trace  out  the  cone 

N^a^-{-N^y^-{-N^z^-\'2T^xy-\^2T^yZ'^2T^zx^0,         (l) 

the  planes  themselves  tracing  out  the  cone  whose  generators  are 
perpendicular  to  the  generators  of  this  cone.  This  latter  cone, 
when  it  exists,  is  called  the  Cone  of  Shearing  Stress, 

381.]  Principal  Planes  of  a  Stress.  The  angle  between  the 
direction  of  stress  and  the  plane  on  which  it  acts  depends  on  the 

£  e  2 
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Hence  the  differential  equations  of  the  Vortex  Lines  are 

dx     dy dz 

X      y  2z 

The  Vortex  Lines   are  therefore  the  intersections  of  -  =  c,  and 

X 

x^z  =  Cj.     The  vortex  line  at  any  point  lies  in  the  plane  through  this 
point  and  the  axis  about  which  the  torsion  takes  place. 

12.  When  the  small  strain  {a,  h,  c,  28^,28^^  28^)  is  equivalent  to  a 
shear,  find  the  magnitude  of  the  shear. 

An8.  If  28  is  the  shear,  8  =  y^s^^Ts^TsTTii^^T^W).  To 
get  this  equate  the  components  in  example  9  to  a,  &,  c,  2^,  .... 
Squaring  and  adding  the  last  three,  we  have 

or  «*[l-2(PZ'«+m«m'Hn'^w'«)]  =  «i'  +  «,«+«3«; 

therefore  the  rest  follows  from  the  first  three. 

13.  Prove  that  torsion  is  equivalent  to  shear  at  each  point,  and  find 
its  amount. 

Ans.  Let  F  be  the  point  considered,  FO  the  perpendicular 
(of  length  r)  from  F  on  the  axis  of  torsion,  and  let  the  strain  be 

expressed  as  in  Art.  371;  then  the  amount  of  the  shear  is  ^ ,  and 

the  strain  is  a  shear  of  the  line  drawn  through  F  parallel  to  the  axis 
of  torsion  and  a  line  perpendicular  to  this  one  and  to  FO. 

14.  Find  the  areal  dilatation  on  a  plane  the  direction-cosines  of 
whose  normal  are  I,  m,  n. 

An8,  a+h  +  c  —  (a?  +  bm^  +  cn^  +  22m«3  +  2mn«|  +  2 wZ*j). 


Section  II. 

Analysis  of  Stresses. 

375.]  Intensity  of  a  Stress.  If  a  force  whose  mag^nitude  is 
P  acts  over  an  area  S  in  such  a  way  that  there  is  all  over  the 
area  the  same  force  on  the  same  amount  of  area,  the  force  is  said 
to  be  nni/brmly  distributed  over  the  area ;   and  the  intennty  of 

force  on  the  area  is  -5^,  i.e.   the  rate   at   which  'the  force   is 

distributed  per  unit  of  area.     Thus  the  atmospheric  pressure  on 
any  area  at  the  surface  of  the  earth  is  roughly  1 5  lbs.  weight  on 
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eveiy  square  inch,  and  if  the  unit  of  force  is  a  pound  weight  and 
the  unit  of  length  an  inch,  the  intensity  of  atmospheric  pressure 
is  represented  by  the  number  16. 

If  force  acts  over  an  area  in  such  a  way  that  there  is  not  the 
same  amount  exerted  on  the  same  area  everywhere,  the  distri- 
bution is  not  uniform  ;  and  in  this  case  we  can  speak  only  of  the 
intensity  of  force  al  each  particular  point.  If  about  any  point  we 
describe  a  very  small  area,  dSy  on  which  we  may  assume  the 
distribution  of  force  to  be  constant,  and  if  dF  is  the  amount  of 

force  on  it,  the  intensity  of  force  at  the  point  selected  is  -jo' 

An  instance  of  this  occurs  when  the  area  pressed  is  any  non- 
horizontal  area  in  a  heavy  liquid.  The  intensity  of  pressure  at 
points  in  the  upper  part  of  the  area  is  less  than  the  intensity  at 
points  in  the  lower  part. 

376.]  Stress  at  a  Point.  At  any  point,  P,  of  the  body 
consider  a  small  plane  surface  of  area  dS  and  any  position.  This 
may  be  regarded  as  separating  the  part  {A)  of  the  body  at  one 
side  of  it  from  the  part  {B)  at  the  other  side.  Then  the 
particles  in  this  element  plane,  when  the  body  is  strained  in 
any  manner,  are  subject  to  certain  forces  proceeding  from  the 
particles  at  the  side  {A)  and  resulting  from  the  elongation  or 
contraction  of  the  natural  distances.  The  resultant  of  these 
forces  is  called  the  stress  on  the  side  {A)  of  the  element  plane. 

The  particles  in  the  element  plane  are  also  subject  to  forces 
proceeding  from  particles  at  the  side  {B)  of  the  plane ;  and  the 
resultant  of  these  latter  is,  of  course,  a  stress  equal  and  opposite 
to  the  first-mentioned  stress. 

The  resultant  stress  (on  either  side  of  the  element  plane) 
divided  by  the  area,  dS^  is  the  intensity  of  stress  on  the  plane ; 
and  the  resultant  stress  may  be  either  normal  to  the  plane, 
oblique  to  it,  or  in  it. 

If  at  the  same  point  P  we  consider  a  small  plane  surface  of 
the  same  area  as  before,  but  of  different  position,  the  resultant 
stress  on  it  will,  generally  speaking,  be  different  both  in  magni- 
tude and  in  direction  from  the  previous  stress.  In  the  case  of  a 
perfect  fluid  body  the  magnitude  of  the  stress  is  constant  and  its 
direction  is  normal  to  the  element  plane,  whatever  be  the 
position  of  the  latter  at  the  point  P. 

Hence  in  the  case  of  a  strained  body  the  term  '  stress  at  a 
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point'  has  no  definite  meaning  nntil  we  specify  the  element 
plane  on  which  the  stress  acts. 

377.]  Equilibrium  of  an  elementary  FaraUelopiped.  At 
any  point,  P  (Fig.  295,  p.  396),  whose  co-ordinates  with  reference 
to  three  fixed  rectangular  axes  are  (^,  y,  z)  let  a  very  small 
rectangular  parallelepiped,  PxyzIC^  of  the  substance  be  separated 
in  imagination  from  the  rest  of  the  body  by  means  of  element 
planes  perpendicular  to  the  fixed  axes.  We  may  then,  if  we 
actually  produce  on  the  &ces  of  this  element  the  stresses  which 
ai'e  produced  on  them  by  the  neighbouring  portions  of  the  body, 
consider  the  equilibrium  of  the  element  apart  from  the  re- 
mainder*. 

The  resultant  stress  on  any  fiice,  zPy^  may  be  considered  as 
acting  at  the  middle  point  of  the  face.  Let  this  stress  per  unit 
area  be  resolved  into  three  components,  /?«»  A^jJ^mj  parallel  to 
the  axes,  and  in  the  negative  senses  of  these  axes.  In  the 
suffixes  the  first  letter  indicates  the  axis  to  which  the  fisice  is 
perpendicular,  and  the  second  the  axis  parallel  to  which  the  com- 
X)onent  acts.  Let  the  intensities  of  the  stress  components  on  the 
face  zPx  hQ  jo^,,  j»yy,  j»y,,  of  which  the  second  is  a  normal 
tension,  these  components  being  also  in  the  negative  senses  of 
the  axes.  Let  the  components  of  stress  intensity  for  the  face 
xPy  be  similarlyjo,jp,jo,y,jo„,  in  the  negative  senses  of  the  axes. 

At  the  middle  points  of  the  opposite  faces  of  the  parallelopiped 
the  stress  components  will,  of  course,  be  in  the  positive  senses  of 
the  axes.  Thus  the  normal  stresses  on  the  faces  are  all  tractionSy 
so  that  if  in  any  case  they  are  really  pressures  (as  in  perfect 
fluids)  they  are  to  be  considered  negative.  The  oblique  com- 
ponents, jo^^y,  &c.,  are  shearing  stresses. 

Let  the  lengths  of  the  edges  of  the  parallelopiped  be  rfa?,  rfy, 
dz.  Then  these  stress  components  are  all  functions  of  the  position 
of  Py  i.  e.  each  of  them  is  some  function  of  (if,  y,  z).  And  the 
co-ordinates  of  the  point  x  in  the  figure  are  (a?  +  <&,y,  z) ;  so  that 
^fPxx=f{^i  Vi  ^)>  the  Pgof  for  the  face  PxCI  is/(»  +  rf^,  ^,  z),  i.e. 

*  In  conflidering  the  eqailibrium  of  an  element  of  a  fluid  body  it  is  castomary 
to  Bay  that  we  consider  it  as  solidified  and  acted  on  by  the  stresses  (pressures) 
which  the  floid  exerts  on  its  surface.  This  solidification  is,  howeyer,  whoUy 
unnecessary  and  misleading — if,  indeed,  it  is  not  actaally  wrong.  The  element 
while  regarded  as  forming  part  of  the  body  is  not  solidified,  but  is  kept  in  its 
condition  by  the  very  forces  which,  by  supposition,  are  produced  on  it  by  other 
means.  If  these  forces  were  by  themselves  sufiicient  in  the  one  case,  they  must 
be  so  in  the  other,  without  the  aid  of  solidifioation. 
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it  is  j)gg,  +  ~^dx,  neglecting  (^)^  &c.     This  component  is,  as 

said,  directed  in  the  sense  Px.  Hence  the  components  of  in- 
tensity of  stress  on  BxCI  are 

Similarly  for  the  components  of  intensity  of  stress  on  the 
other  faces.  To  get  the  whole  amount  of  stress  in  any  direction 
on  any  face,  the  intensity  in  this  direction  most,  of  course,  be 
multiplied  by  the  area  of  the  face.  Let  us  calculate  the  whole 
amount  of  stress  parallel  to  Px  exerted  on  the  parallelepiped. 
The  face  zPy  will  contribute  p„  x  dydz,  in  the  negative  direction, 
while  the  opposite  face,  BxCI,  will  contribute 

dp 
and  the  sum  of  these  is  —^  x  dadydz.    The  face  zPx  will  give 

a  stress  p^^xdzdx  parallel  to  Px,  and  the  opposite  face  will 

give  (p^g  +  -^  dy^  dzdx ;  and  the  sum  of  these  is  -j^ .  dxdydz ; 

do 
similarly,  the  feces  xPy  and  JBzA  will  give  --r^.  dxdydz.     Hence 

the  whole  stress  force  acting  on  the  element  in  the  direction 

Px  is  (-^  +  -4^  +  -^)  dxdydz.     Some  external  force  (gravity, 

or  other)  may  also  act  on  each  element  of  the  body.  Such  a 
force  will  always  be  proportional  to  the  quantity  of  matter  in 
the  element.  Suppose  p  to  be  density  of  the  body  at  P;  then, 
approximately,  the  quantity  of  matter  in  the  parallelepiped  is 
p dxdydz.  Let  the  components  of  the  external  force  which  is 
felt  at  P  along  the  axes  of  ;r,  y,  ^  be  X,  J,  Z^  per  unit  of  mass. 
Then  the  component  of  the  external  force  along  Px  exerted  on 
the  clement  is  pXdxdydz,  Equating  to  zero  the  sum  of  the 
components  along  Px  of  all  forces  exerted  on  the  element,  we 


dx        dy        dz 

l^'  +  ^'  +  ^  j^pZ  =  0, 
dx        dy        dz  ' 


(1) 
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the  last  two  equations  being  obtained  by  resolving  forces  along 
the  axes  of  y  and  z. 

In  a  perfect  fluid  the  shearing  intensities  are  zero,  and,  by  a 
fundamental  result  for  the  stress  of  every  strained  body,  which 
will  be  presently  given,  the  normal  intensities  are  of  equal 
amount  for  all  planes  at  P ;  so  that  p^^  =  p^^  =  /?„,  each  being 
a  pressure,  equal  to  — j9. 

For  any  kind  of  body  we  obtain  another  important  set  of 
equations  by  expressing  the  equilibrium  of  the  moments  of  the 
forces  acting  on  the  paraUelopiped.  For  example,  take  moments 
about  the  line  joining  the  middle  points  of  the  opposite  &ce8  zP]/ 
and  BxC,  The  external  force*  acting  on  the  paraUelopi{>ed  may 
be  considered  to  act  at  its  middle  point ;  it  will  therefore  con- 
tribute nothing  to  the  moments  about  the  axis  chosen.  Neither 
will  the  stresses  on  these  &ces  themselves,  since  these  stresses 
act  at  the  middle  points  of  the  faces.  Of  the  stresses  on  the 
faces  zPx  and  AyC  the  components  J9y,  x  dxdz  and 

which  are  parallel  to  Pzy  will  alone  contribute  moments.     The 

dv 
moment  of  the  first  1%  Py^xdxdzx-^^  or  ip^u^xdydZf  and  the 

moment  (in  the  same  sense)  of  the  second  is 

or  \pygdxdydzj  neglecting  the  term  dx  (dyY  dz.  The  sum  of  these 
mommU  \^Py,dxdydz. 

Again,  of  the  stresses  on  the  fisices  xPy  and  BzA  the  com- 

ponents,  Pa^xdxdy  and  (p,y+  -^  *dz^  dxdy  will   alone  con- 

*  It  is  important  for  the  student  to  distinguish  two  species  of  external  force 
acting  on  any  body.  There  may  be  external  forces  which  act  only  a,t  particular 
points  on  its  surface — as,  for  example,  when  a  beam  rests  against  the  ground  and 
against  a  wall,  the  reactions  of  the  ground  and  wall — and  there  may  be  external 
forces  which  affect  every  element  inside  the  body — as,  in  the  same  case,  the 
attraction  of  the  earth  which  produces  a  force  (the  weight)  on  each  element  of  the 
beam.  The  latter  are  called  continuous,  or  bodily ,  forces.  Thus  a  strained  body 
may  be  affected  by  both — the  above  beam,  if  slightly  flexible,  will  be  bent.  The 
forces  (per  unit  of  mass),  X,  Y,  Z,  in  equations  (1)  belong  exclusively  to  the 
second  kind.  Forces  of  the  first  kind  do  not  enter  into  these  equations;  they 
are  like  the  terminal  tensions  of  a  string,  and  are  required  for  determining  the 
values  of  constants  which  occur  in  the  integrals  of  the  differential  equations  (1) 
of  equilibrium. 
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tribute;  and  the  sum  of  their  moments  is  p^ydxdydz^  which  is 
obviously  in  the  sense  opposite  to  that  of  the  previous  moment. 
Hence  equating  the  sum  of  these  moments  to  zero, 

Similarly,  i?w  =  /?« ,  >  (2) 

which  are  obtained  by  taking  moments  about  the  lines  joining 
the  middle  points  of  the  other  pairs  of  opposite  faces. 

The  stress  (per  unit  of  area)  on  the  &ce  zFy  can  be  resolved 
into  two,  viz.  one  normal  to  the  face  and  the  other  in  the  face. 
The  first  is  'p^^t^  and  the  second  (which  is  the  resultant  shearing 

force  intensity  on  the  fece)  is  V^%+i>^«|.  Equations  (2)  ob- 
viously assert  that  if  we  take  any  two  element  planes  at  right 
angles  to  each  other  at  any  point  of  the  body,  the  component  along 
ike  normal  to  the  second  of  the  stress  per  unit  area  on  the  first  is 
equal  to  the  component  along  the  normal  to  the  first  of  the  stress 
per  unit  area  on  the  second.  We  shall  now  see  that  this  very 
important  result  is  true  for  two  element  planes  inclined  at  any 
angle  to  each  other. 

To  save  a  multiplicity  of  symbols,  we  shall  (with  Lam^)  use 
the  following  notation ; — 

Rg.  301  represents  these  component  intensities  of  stress,  in 
the  senses  in  which  they  are  assumed  to  act  in  all  our  subse- 
quent equations,  at  points  indefinitely 
close  to  P  in    the   three    co-ordinate 
planes. 

378.]  Equilibrium  of  an  elementary 
Tetrahedron.  Consider  now  the  equi- 
librium of  the  indefinitely  small  tetra- 
hedron whose  vertex  is  P  (Fig.  301)  and 
whose  base  is  the  triangle  formed  by 
the  points  marked  a?,  j^,  z — the  plane  of 
these  points  being  any  plane  whatever 

in  the  neighbourhood  of  P.  Let  /,  m^  n  be  the  direction-cosines 
of  the  perpendicular  from  P  on  this  plane.  Let  P,  Q,  -B  be 
the  components,  along  the  axes  Pa?,  Py,  Pz^  of  the  intensity  of 
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stress  exerted  on  this  plane.  It  is  required  to  express  these 
components  in  terms  of  N^,  N^y  -^3»  ^i'  ^2»  ^a* 

Let  A  be  the  area  of  the  triangular  &ee  (ctfz ;  then  the  areas 
of  the  triangular  faces  zPy^  zPx,  xPy  are  lA^  mA,  nA,  respectively. 

Now  for  the  equilibrium  of  the  tetrahedron  resolve  the  forces 
acting  on  it  along  Px,  The  fece  zPy  will  contribute  the  term 
—N^xlA'y  the  face  zPx  will  contribute  —T^xmA\  the  face 
xPif  the  term  ^T^xnA\  the  &ce  xyz  the  term  PxA;  while 
the  component  of  the  external  force  is  pX  x  the  volume  of  the 
tetrahedron,  or  ipXxAA,  where  A  is  the  length  of  the  perpen- 
dicular from  P  on  the  plane  xyz. 

Hence  the  equation  of  equilibrium  is 

P-lNi-^mT^-nT,+  ip/tX=  0, 
or,  in  the  limit, 

Similarly,  Q  =  IT^  +  mN^  +  «?!i ,  >  (3) 

the  terms  depending  on  the  external  bodily  force  disappearing 
because  they  are  infinitesimals  of  the  third  order  (being  pro- 
portional to  the  volume  of  the  tetrahedron)  while  the  stresses  are 
of  the  second  order  being  proportional  to  the  areas  of  the  faces 
of  the  tetrahedron.  These  equations  give  the  intensity  of  stress 
in  magnitude  and  direction  on  any  assigned  element  plane  when 
the  stresses  on  three  rectangular  element  planes  are  known  ;  they 
are,  in  fact,  the  compontion  and  resolution  of  stress. 

Any  one  of  these  equations  (3)  sufiices  for  the  proof  of  the 
important  general  theorem  of  projection  already  referred  to. 
For  P  is  the  projection,  along  the  normal  to  the  element  plane 
zPy,  of  the  intensity  of  stress  on  the  element  plane  xyz^  and 

is  the  projection,  along  the  normal  to  the  latter  plane,  of  the 
intensity  of  stress  on  the  former.  This  theorem  is  true  therefore 
for  any  two  element  planes  at  a  point. 

Remark.  The  components  of  stress  on  an  element  plane  at 
the  bounding  surface  of  the  body  are  to  be  equated  to  the  com- 
ponents of  the  external  force  applied  to  the  sur&ce  at  the 
element. 

Cor.  1.  It  follows  immediately  from  this  theorem  of  the  pro- 
jections of  two  stresses  that  if  there  is  at  a  point  in  the  body 
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any  plane  on  which  the  stress  is  zero,  the  lines  of  action  of  the 
stresses  on  all  other  planes  at  this  point  lie  in  this  plane  of  zero 
stres& 

Cob.  2.  If  the  stress  on  every  element  plane  at  a  point  in  a  body 
is  normal  to  the  plane^  the  intensity  of  the  stress  is  constant  for  all 
element  planes  at  the  point. 

For,  let  p  and  q  be  the  intensities  of  stress  on  two  planes,  each 

stress  being  normal  to  the  corresponding  plane;  and  let  </>  be 

the  angle  between  the  two  normals.     Then  by  the  theorem  of 

projection  . 

^   •*  pcoe<t>  =  qcoe4>, 

.-.  P  =  qy 

i.e.  the  intensity  of  the  stress  is  constant  on  all  planes  at  the 
given  point. 

Thus  in  a  perfect  fluid  the  stress  on  every  element  plane  at  a 
point  is  a  normal  pressure ;  hence  its  intensity  is  constant  in  all 
directions  round  the  point — a  result  which  is  one  of  the  elementary 
principles  of  Hydrostatics. 

A  perfect  fluid  may,  therefore,  be  completely  defined  as  a  body 
such  that,  however  it  may  be  strained,  the  stress  on  every  element- 
plane  at  every  point  is  a  normal  pressure — the  equality  following 
from  the  normality. 

When  the  stress  on  an  element  plane,  «r,  exerted  by  the  part. 
Ay  of  the  body  on  one  side  of  it  consists  of  a  force  whose  com- 
ponent normal  to  cr  is  directed  from  this  plane  towards  the  part 
Ay  the  stress  on  cr  is  called  tension ;  and  when  the  normal  com- 
ponent is  directed  from  -4  to  w,  it  is  called  pressure.  All  perfect 
fluid  stress  is,  as  just  said,  pressure.  In  general  at  every  point 
inside  a  strained  body  there  will  be  some  planes  on  which  the 
stress  is  pressure,  and  others  on  which  the  stress  is  tension. 

It  may  assist  the  student  to  imderstand  the  nature  of  the 
action  of  stress  on  an  element  plane  if  we  draw  a  figure  repre- 
senting the  equilibrium  of  these  stresses  on  an  element  of  the 
body.  Thus,  if  we  take  the  elementary  paraUelopiped  PI  (Fig. 
295,  p.  395)  to  be  a  cube,  and  also  take  (as  we  may)  the  stress  on 
any  face  as  acting  at  its  middle  point,  the  forces  in  the  plane  of 
xy  may  be  represented  as  in  Fig.  302,  which  is  that  of  a  section 
of  the  cube  through  its  centre  and  parallel  to  the  plane  of  ocy. 
If  there  were  no  stresses  on  planes  parallel  to  xy,  this  figure 
would  completely  represent  the  equilibrium  of  the  cubical  ele- 
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ment.  (Since  the  faces  have  been  all  taken  as  equal  in  area,  the 
intensities  of  stresses  are  proportional  to  the  stresses  acting  on 
them). 

It  is  evident,  of  coarse,  that  when 
the  stresses  on  any  three  planes  at 
a  point  (rectangular  or  not)  are 
known,  the  stress  on  every  plane 
at  this  point  can  be  found  both 
in  magnitude  and  in  line  of  action. 
For  we  may  consider  the  equili- 
brium of  the  tetrahedral  element 
contained  by  the  assumed  plane 
and  the  three  given  ones,  and  the 
required  force  will  be  equal  and 
opposite  to  the  resultant  of  three  given  forces. 

Let  it,  for  example,  be  given  that  the  stress  at  any  point  P  is 
a  shearing  stress  in  each  of  two  rectangular  planes,  there  being 

no  stress  on  planes  perpendicular  to  both 
of  them.  Suppose  that  all  planes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  P  which  are  perpen- 
dicular  to  the  plane  of  the  paper  and 
parallel  to  CD  (Fig.  303)  are  subject  to  a 
shearing  stress,  and  that  all  planes  paral- 
lel to  AD  and  perpendicular  to  the  paper 
are  also  subject  to  shearing  stress,  and 
that  planes  parallel  to  the  paper  are  not 
subject  to  stress.  The  intensities  of  these 
shearing  stresses  are  obviously  equal  (either  by  what  precedes, 
or  by  considering  the  equilibrium  of  a  small  prism  whose  base 
is  the  square  ABCD  and  whose  edges  are  perpendicular  to  the 
paper.  The  equality  of  moments  round  an  axis  through  P  per- 
pendicular to  the  figure  gives  the  equality  of  the  intensities  of 
these  shears);  let  their  common  intensity  be  8,  and  suppose 
them  represented  by  the  arrows. 

Draw  the  plane  AC^  and  consider  the  equilibrium  of  the 
portion  ADC  of  the  body  (or  rather  of  a  little  right  prism  whose 
base  is  ADC),  It  is  kept  in  equilibrium  by  the  forces  S  acting 
in  the  lines  DC  and  DA  and  by  the  stress  on  the  fiace  AC,  This 
last  must  (since  it  may  be  supposed  to  act  at  the  middle  point  of 
AC)  act  in  the  line  PD  from  P  to  D,     If  h  is  the  height  of  the 
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prism,  the  areas  of  its  £aces  are  h  x  AC^  h  x  CBy  h  x  DA ;  so  that 
the  forces  acting  in  DC  and  DA  are  Sxh  x  DC  and  Sxhx  DA ; 
and  their  residtant,  F^  which  is  equal  and  opposite  to  the  stress 
on  AC^  is  given  by  the  equation 


F=^  VS^xA^xDC^-hS^xA^xDA'=:SxAxAC', 

F 

•      — =  s 

"    hxAC        ' 

Le.  the  intensity  of  stress  on  the  face  AC  is  equal  to  the  intensity 
of  the  shearing  stress  on  each  of  the  other  two  &ces ;  moreover) 
the  stress  on  AC  is  normal  to  AC.  This  stress  is  the  action  of 
the  portion  of  the  body  at  the  right  hand  side  oi  AC  on  the 
particles  in  the  plane  AC,  and  since  it  acts  in  the  sense  PD,  it 
is  a  pressure.  Hence  if  the  portion  of  the  body  at  the  right  hand 
side  ot  ACy  or  of  any  plane  parallel  to  it  and  near  it  be  removed, 
a  pressure  of  intensity  S  must  be  applied  to  the  plane  in  the 
sense  PD,  The  action  of  the  part  of  the  body  at  the  left  hand 
side  of  AC,  or  of  any  parallel  to  and  near  it,  consists,  of  course,  of 
a  pressure  in  the  opposite  sense ;  so  that  if  we  draw  two  element 
planes  HI  and  JK  parallel  to  AC  and  consider  the  portions  of  the 
body  at  the  right  of  the  first  and  at  the  left  of  the  second  as 
removed,  two  pressures  (indicated  by  the  arrows  pointing  to  B 
and  jD)  must  be  applied  to  the  portion  of  the  body  contained  be- 
tween these  planes. 

Similarly,  by  drawing  BD  and  considering  the  equilibrium  of 
the  prism  standing  on  the  base  BCBy  we  see  that  the  action  of 
the  portion  of  the  body  at  the  lower  side  of  BD  on  the  particles  in 
this  face  consists  of  a  normal  stress  of  intensity  8  directed  in  the 
sense  CP,  Le.  towards  the  parts  considered  as  removed ;  in  other 
words,  this  stress  is  a  tension.  Consequently  if  we  isolate  in 
imagination  a  small  prism  of  the  body  standing  on  the  square 
HIJKy  we  regard  it  as  acted  on  by  two  jyressures  on  its  faces  HI 
and  JKy  and  by  two  tensions  on  its  faces  //  and  KIL 

The  state  of  stress  of  the  body  at  P  may  just  as  well  be 
produced  by  applying  normal  stress  (pressure),  of  the  same 
intensity  as  the  shearing  stress,  to  all  planes  parallel  to  AC  and 
near  it,  and  normal  stress  (tension),  of  same  intensity,  to  all 
planes  parallel  to  BD  and  near  it ;  in  other  words,  we  may  sul- 
stitute  this  state  of  stress  for  the  shearing  stress. 

Hence  a  shearing  stress  on  two  rectangular  planes  at  any  paiwt 
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produces  equal  normal  stresses  of  opposite  signs  (pressure  and 
tension)  and  of  intensities  equal  to^  that  of  the  shearing  stress  on 
the  two  planes  which  bisect  the  angles  between  them. 

This  result  follows,  of  course,  from  equations  (3)  by  taMug 
the  lines  from  P  perpendicular  to  CB  and  BC  as  axes  of  x  and 
y,  and  putting  N^  =  0,  iV^g  =  ^»  -^s  =  0,  ^j  =  0,  T^  =  0,  Tj  =  5, 

/  =r  w  =  — — ,  »  =  0.     From  these  equations  also  we  deduce  the 

magnitude  and  line  of  action  of  the  stress  on  any  plane  near  P. 

The  student  will  do  well,  however,  to  deduce  from  the  figure 
the  stress  on  any  plane  through  (or  near)  B  perpendicular  to  the 
figure. 

379.]  Transformation  of  Stress.  Given  the  conditions  of 
stress  of  a  body  at  any  point  in  it  with  reference  to  one  set  of 
rectangular  planes^  to  "find  the  condition  of  stress  at  the  same  point 
with  reference  to  any  other  set  of  rectangular  planes. 

Let  the  given  stresses  at  a  point  P,  on  three  rectangular 
planes  ofay,  yz,  zx,  be  iVj,  iVg,  iVg,  T^ ,  2!j,  ^3,  as  in  last  Article. 
Then  the  components  along  the  axes  of  ^,  y,  z  of  the  stress  per 
unit  area  on  an  element  plane  at  the  point  the  direction-cosines 
of  whose  normal  are  I,  m,  n  are  given  by  equations  (3)  of  last 
Article.  The  resolved  part,  Ty  of  this  stress  along  any  line 
whose  direction-cosines  are  A,  fA,  v  is  KB  +  f* Q  + 1;5 ;  i.e. 

T=  l\N'^  +  mfjLN,^'^nvN^  +  {lti'{-m\)TQ  +  {mv  +  nfx)T^ 

'\'{nK  +  lv)T^.     (1) 

If  the  line  along  which  the  stress  is  resolved  is  the  normal 
to.  the  element  plane  itself,  the  component,  N,  is  IB  +  mQ  +  nB; 

i.  e.         N=  /  Wj  +  m^N^  +  n^N^  +  2  ImT^  +  2  mnT^  •\'2nlT^.        (2) 

Let  it  be  required  to  find  the  intensities  of  stress  on  three 
other  rectangular  element  planes  at  P  whose  normals  are  Baf^ 
Btfy  Bz'  \  and  let  the  direction-cosines  of  these  normals  with 
respect  to  Pa?,  By,  Bz  be  (/,  m,  «),  (f,  m\  »'),  {V\  m'\  n"\  re- 
spectively. Denote  the  components  of  the  intensity  of  stress  on 
the  plane  /  /  by  N\  along  Baf,  T^  along  P/,  and  T^  along  P/ ; 
the  components  of  the  intensity  of  stress  on  the  plane  /a?'  by  3^3 
along  Bx\  N\^  along  P/,  and  T^  along  P/;  and  those  of  the 

*  Compare  with  the  corresponding  result  in  the  case  of  shearing  ttrain.  The 
shearing  strain  may  be  replaced  by  two  simple  elongations,  the  magnitude  of 
each  being  Juilf  that  of  the  shear.     See  (p.  395.) 


381.]  PRINCIPAL    PLANES    OF   A   STRESS.  419 

intensity  of  stress  on  the  plane  x'  1/  by  T^  along  Fx\  T^  along 
iy,  and  iV'3  along  P/. 

Then  N\  is  given  by  (2) ;  N\  is  obtained  by  using  (^,  m!  n') 
for  (/,  f»,  n)  in  (2) ;  N\  by  using  (/'',  «i'',  11')  for  (/, ;»,  «)  in  (2) ; 
^3  by  using  {V,  m\  nf)  for  (A,  fx,  1;)  in  (1) ;  r,  by  using  (r,  m'\  n") 
for  (A,  fx,  j;)  in  (1) ;  and  T^  by  using  (/'  m\  a')  for  (/,  i»,  n\  and 
(r,  «»",  «'')  for  (A,  M,  I')  in  (1). 

It  will  be  seen  &om  this  that  in  transforming  from  one  set  of 
rectangular  axes  to  another,  the  quantities  iVj,  iV^,  iVg,  T^^T^^  T^ 
transform  like  a?^,  y^,  z^^  xy^  yz^  zx. 

The  system  of  stress,  thus  calculated,  on  the  new  planes  may 
be  substituted  for  the  original  system  of  stress — the  two  systems 
are,  in  other  words,  perfectly  equivalent,  and  either  will  produce 
the  other. 

In  particular,  if  A,  £,  C  are  the  princ^)al  intensities  of  stress 
at  a  point,  the  components  of  stress  intensity  on  any  system  of 
rectangular  planes  at  the  point  are — 

N^=zAP    +Bm^   -^Cn^;      T^  =^  Al' r  +  JSm' mf' +  CnW\ 
N^  =  Al'^  +  Bm'^  +  C«'2 ;    T^  =  aW'  +  Bmm''  +  Cn7i'\ 
N^^An-\-Bm''^-^Cn''^^   T^^  Alt  +Bmm'  -^Ctm'. 

380.]  Cone  of  Shearing  Streas.  The  expression  (2)  for  the 
normal  component  of  intensity  of  stress  on  a  plane  may  for  all 
values  of  /,  m^  n  (i.  e.  for  all  element  planes  at  the  point  con* 
sidered)  retain  a  positive  value.  In  this  case  the  normal  com- 
ponent of  stress  is  a  tension  on  all  planes.  Or  the  expression  may 
be  negative  for  all  planes,  and  then  the  normal  stress  will  be 
pressure  all  round.  Or,  finally,  it  may  be  positive  for  some 
directions  and  negative  for  others.  It  will  then  be  zero  for 
some  directions ;  i.  e.  there  will  be  planes  on  which  the  stress  is 
entirely  tangential.  The  directions  of  the  normals  to  these 
planes  are  given  by  the  equation 

N^l^'^N^7ii^-^N^7i^'\-2T^lm'\-2T^mn'^2T^nlz=,0, 

and  therefore  the  normals  trace  out  the  cone 

N^ar^'\-N^f-^N^z^-V2T^xy-\^2T^yz-{^2T^zxz^0,         (1) 

the  planes  themselves  tracing  out  the  cone  whose  generators  are 
perpendicular  to  the  generators  of  this  cone.  This  latter  cone, 
when  it  exists,  is  called  the  Cone  of  Shearijig  Stress, 

381.]  Principal  Planes  of  a  Stress.  The  angle  between  the 
direction  of  stress  and  the  plane  on  which  it  acts  depends  on  the 

£62 
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plane  chosen.     Let  us  try  whether,  with  any  given  stress,  it  is 
possible  to  find  a  plane  on  which  the  stress  is  normal. 

If  ^  is  the  resultant  stress  on  a  plane  the  direction-cosines  of 
whose  normal  are  (/,  w,  n),  and  if  F  acts  in  the  normal,  P  =  IF, 
Q  =  mF,  R  =  nFy  and  equations  (3)  of  Art.  378  become 

lNi+mT^  +  nT.^  =  lF,    \ 

lT^-\'mN^^nT^  =  mF,  I  (1) 

lT^'hmT^-\'nN^=:nF;) 

and  these  give,  by  elimination  of  the  direction -cosines,  the  cubic 
for  F 

2-3,  N^-F,  Ti      =  0, 
T„  T„  N^-F 

or    P^-{N^^N^  +  N^)  F^+{N,N^  +  N^N^^N^N^-T,^-T^* 

-T^^)F-{N^N^N^-N^T^^-NJ^^-N^T^^  +  2l\TJ^)  =  0. 

This  equation,  as  is  well  known,  gives  three  real  values  of  F, 
and  equations  (1)  will  give  the  direction-cosines  of  the  planes 
subject  to  these  normal  stresses.  The  coefficients  of  this  equation 
have,  as  is  also  well  known,  the  same  values  no  matter  what 
three  rectangular  planes  are  taken  as  those  of  reference. 

All  theorems,  therefore,  concerning  stress  may  be  simplified 
by  supposing  that  we  have  selected  as  planes  of  reference  the 
three  on  which  the  stresses  are  normal.  These  are  called  the 
principal  planes  of  the  stress  at  the  point  considered.  Let  the 
stresses  on  them  (per  unit  area,  of  course)  be  denoted  by  -4,  B^  C. 

The  equations  (l)  which  determine  the  planes  and  magnitudes 
of  the  principal  stresses  show  that  these  planes  are  the  principal 
planes  of  the  quadric 

/  being  any  constant  force  magnitude. 

The  equation  of  the  tangent  plane  to  this  quadric  at  the  point 
x\  /,  /  is 

+  (r2^  +  r,/  +  JV3/)r=/. 

Let  a  normal  be  drawn  to  any  element  plane  at  the  point,  P, 
considered,  and  let  r  be  the  length  of  this  normal  from  P  to  the 
8ur&ce  of  this  quadric.     Then  by  putting  /r,  mr,  nr  for  a?',  y',  /, 


381.]  PRINCIPAL  PLANES   OP  A   STRESS.  421 

the  tangent  plane  at  the  extremity  of  this  normal  is  (by  the 
values  of -P,  Q,  R  in  p.  414) 

Px+Qy-\'B2=^^'  (3) 

The  direction-cosines  of  the  perpendicular  from  P  on  this 

plane  are  y  "p*  'pi  where  F  is  the  resiJtant  stress  (per  unit 

area)  on  the  element  plane;  and  these  show  that  the  resultant 
stress  acts  in  this  perpendicular.  Again,  if  p  is  the  length  of 
the  perpendicular  from  P  on  the  plane  (3),  we  have 

F=^y  (4) 

the  value  of  the  resultant  stress. 

If  the  axes  of  the  quadric  (2)  are  taken  as  those  of  co- 
ordinates, we  have 

N,  =  A,  N,  =  £,  N^=C,  T,  =  T,  =  T^  =  0; 

and  the  quadric  has  for  equation 

The  cone  traced  out  by  the  normals  to  the  planes  of  shearing 
stress  is  obviously  the  asymptotic  cone  of  the  quadric  (2) ;  and  if 
this  cone  is  real,  its  reciprocal  cone  (the  cone  of  shearing  stress) 
will  separate  the  planes  on  which  the  stress  is  pressure  from 
those  on  which  it  is  tension.  When  the  cone  is  imaginary,  all 
planes  at  the  point  P  will  be  subject  >  stress  of  one  kind — either 
pressure  or  tension. 

When  the  cone  is  real,  the  quadric  (2)  must  be  accompanied 
by  another  whose  equation  is  obtained  by  merely  changing  y 
to  — y*,  as  has  been  explained  in  the  analogous  case  of  strain 
(p.  381). 

Another  graphic  mode  of  connecting  the  stress  on  a  plane 
with  the  position  of  the  plane  is  this.  Let  the  principal  planes 
be  taken  as  the  co-ordinate  planes  ;  then  the  components  of  the 
intensity  of  stress  on  any  plane  (/,  m,  n)  are  by  equations  (3), 

Q^mPA  (6) 

P*  02         2^ 

Hence  -7«  +  ^  +  -7^  =  1.     Of  course  P,  Q,  -ft  are  thfi  co- 
A*       IP        Cr 
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ordinates  of  the  extremity  of  the  line  representing  the  intensity 
of  stress  on  the  plane  (/,  w,  n).  Hence  the  extremities  of  lines 
representing  in  magnitude  and  direction  the  intensities  of  stresses 
on  all  planes  at  0  lie  on  the  ellipsoid 

x^       ifl       z^  ,  V 


whose  semi-axes  are  in  magnitudes  and  directions  the  principal 
intensities  of  stress  at  P. 

If  a  tangent  plane  be  drawn  to  this  ellipsoid  parallel  to  the 
plane  whose  stress  is  considered,  the  length  of  the  perpendicular 
from  the  centre  on  the  tangent  plane  represents  the  magnitude 
of  the  intensity  of  stress,  as  is  obvious  by  squaring  and  adding 
the  sides  of  equations  (5). 

The  ellipsoid  (6)  may  for  shortness  be  called  the  Stre9% 
Ellipsoid, 

In  proving  general  properties  of  stress  simplicity  is,  of  course, 
gained  by  taking  the  principal  axes  of  the  stresses  as  those  of 
reference.     Thus,  with  these  axes^  the  cone  of  shearing  stress  is 

a;2        y2        ^2 

Z  +  5  +  c  =  '' 

and  that  traced  out  by  the  normals  to  planes  of  shearing  stress 
is  Asi^-\-By^-\'Cz^  =  0  ;  so  that  for  the  reality  of  these  cones  (i.e. 
for  the  existence  of  planes  subject  wholly  to  shearing  stress)  the 
principal  stresses  must  consist  either  of  one  tension  and  two 
pressures,  or  two  tensions  and  one  pressure.  With  any  system 
of  axes  the  equation  of  the  cone  of  shearing  stress  is 
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382.]  Work  done  in  Strain.  We  propose  to  investigate  the 
work  done  in  the  strain  of  any  small  volume  of  the  body. 
About  the  point  P  (Kg«  290,  p.  377)  let  any  small  closed  surface 
be  drawn  in  the  natural  state  of  the  body.  Let  (18  be  any 
element  of  this  surface,  and  let  the  direction-cosines  of  the 
normal  to  this  element,  measured  outwards,  be  /,  m^  n.  Then 
the  components  of  intensity  of  stress  (resulting  from  strain)  on 
the  element  plane  dS  being  P,  Q,  R,  and  the  final  displacements 
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of  the  mean  point  of  the  element  being  Af,  A 17,  Af,  the  work 
done  in  the  displacement  of  the  element  will  be  (see  p.  339,  vol.  i) 

Hence  the  work  done  in  the  strain  of  the  volume  contained  in 
the  whole  surface  is 

i/{PA(+QArj-hRAC)dS. 

Substituting  for  P  its  value  (p.  414),  the  term  PdS  becomes 
(IN^  +  mT^  +  nT^)  dS. 

But  if  rfcTj,  rfcTg,  rfo-g  are  the  projections  of  dS  on  the  planes  of 
yz,  zx,  and  ay^  respectively,  IdS  =  da^,  mdS  =  da^,  ndS  zs  dtr^; 
so  that  the  work  done  becomes 

i/{N^A(+T^Arj-^T^AC)da,  +  i/{T^Ai+N,Arj^T^AC)d<r^ 

The  intensities  of  stress  iVj,  iVg,...  may  be  considered  as  con- 
stant over  the  surface  and  taken  outside  the  integral  signs.  Also 
substituting  for  A£,  A17,  A^  their  values  (Art.  358),  we  have 

du  r^.        du  r   .        du  r^. 

Now,  the  sur&ce  being  closed,  /^da^  z=  dO.  =  volume  enclosed 
by  surface;  and  fi]d(T^  z^f^d<T^  =  0,  since,  the  normal  being 
always  drawn  outwards,  the  elementary  projections  da-^  on  one 
side  of  the  plane  yz  must  be  given  a  sign  opposite  to  the  sign  of 
those  on  the  other  side. 
In  this  way  we  have  also 

/r)d(r^  =  fCd<r^  =  dQ, ;  f^da^  =  f^da^  =  ...  =  0. 

Hence  the  work  of  straining  the  element  of  volume  considered 

^®  \{N^a^-N^b-\-N^c^2T^s^  +  2T^s^^-2T^8^)dQ.,  (a) 

where  a,  d,  ^,  2^^,  2«2)  *^^3  ^^)  ^  usual,  the  simple  elongations 
and  shears  of  the  strain.  If  we  use  the  principal  elongations 
and  stresses,  the  work  is 


<^i 
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Examples. 

1.  To  resolve  a  shearing  stress  of  intensity  S,  which  is  exerted  on 
two  given  rectangular  planes  at  any  point  into  its  components  with 
reference  to  any  three  rectangular  planes  at  the  point. 

Let  P  (Fig.  29.^,  p.  395)  be  the  point,  and  suppose  that  the  stress  on 
all  planes  parallel  to  zFy  is  a  shearing  stress  of  intensity  S,  and  that 
the  stress  on  all  planes  parallel  to  zFx  is  also  a  shearing  stress  of 
(necessarily)  the  same  intensity  (see  p.  413),  while  there  is  no  stress 
on  planes  parallel  to  xPy, 

Let  the  direction-cosines  of  the  normals,  Px,  Py,  Pz  to  these  planes 
with  reference  to  any  three  rectangular  axes  Pf,  Ptj,  Pf,  be  (/,  m,  n), 
(Z',  rnf,  w'),  {Jf\  m'\  n'").  Then  for  the  system  of  planes  on  which  the 
stresses  are  given  we  have  N^  =  N^  =  N^  =  0,  and  also  T^  =  T^  =  0, 
since  there  is  no  stress  on  xPy  (see  Fig,  301).  Therefore  if  P',  ^,  K 
are  the  components  along  Px^  Py,  Pz  of  the  intensity  of  stress  on  a  plane 
whose  direction-cosines  with  respect  to  these  lines  are  \,  /u^  r,  we  have 

p'=tiSy  (y=\s,  jr=o. 

Hence  the  components  along  Pxy  Py,  Pz  of  the  intensity  of  stress 
on  the  plane  7;C  are      J^^^rs,   Q'-IS,  Ef^Q\ 

and  N^  is  the  sum  of  the  components  of  these  along  the  axis  of  ^ ; 
therefore  N^^IP'  +VQ^  ^-V'K  =21/8. 

Also  ^3  =  mP"  +  m'^  +  mf'Rf  =  {Im'  +  Vm)  S, 

T^  =  nP"  ^-n'Q'  -\-n"R  =  (/n'+Tw)^; 
and  hence  the  components  of  the  given  shearing  stress  are 

21VS,  2mm' S,  2nn'S,  {Im' -^Vm)S,  {ln''^Vn)S,  {m'n:+m'n)S. 
(Compare  with  the  resolution  of  a  shearing  strain,  p.  407.) 

2.  Two  normal  stresses  on  two  rectangular  planes  are  combined 
with  two  shearing  stresses  on  the 'same  planes;  find  the  principal 
planes  and  intensities  of  the  resultant  stress. 

Let  Fig.  301,  p.  413,  represent  the  normal  stresses  N^  and  N^  acting 
on  planes  at  right  angles  to  each  other.  Since  there  is  no  stress  on 
any  plane  parallel  to  the  plane  of  the  paper,  i^T,  =  T',  =  T,  =  0,  and 
the  stress  on  every  plane  lies  in  the  plane  of  the  paper  (p.  414).  Also 
T^  =i  S,  and  the  principal  planes  are  obviously  i>erpendicular  to  the 
plane  xPy,  Let  the  normal  to  any  plane  passing  through  the  line 
Pz  make  an  angle  0  with  the  direction  of  N^,  Then  the  components 
of  stress  on  this  plane  are 

P=:N^co%e  +  S^in6, 

For  a  principal   plane   P  =  jP.cos^,    Q  =  F.BinO,  where  P  is  a 
principal  stress.     Hence 

(iV^i— P) .  cos  d-f  ^.  sind  =  0, 

/S'.  cos  d  +  (iV,-P) .  sin  ^  =  0. 
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From  these  equations  we  find  the  two  principal  intensities  of  stress 

and  the  directions  of  the  principal  planes  are  given  hj  the  equation 

tan  26  =  — ^— -  - 

2.  If  there  is  no  normal  stress  on  a  certain  plane,  and  no  normal 
stress  on  any  plane  perpendicular  to  this  plane,  prove  that  the  system 
of  stress  can  be  defined  with  reference  to  two  planes  (i.  e.  the  state 
of  stress  on  two  planes  will  serve  to  determine  the  stress  on  every 
plane  at  the  point  considered). 

Let  the  plane  xFt/  (Fig.  301)  be  that  on  which  there  is  no  normal 
stress,  there  being  also  no  normal  stress  on  any  plane  through  Fz. 
Draw  any  plane  through  Pz,  and  let  the  normal  to  it  make  an  angle 
<f>  with  Py.  Then  if  P,  Q,  B  are  the  components  of  stress  intensity 
on  this  plane,  since  ^\  =  ^^  =  iV,  =  0,  we  have 

P  =  7',cos<J>;  Q  =  T^sm<f>;  B  =  T^mn4>  +  T,coB4>. 

Also  the  component  of  this  stress  along  the  normal  to  the  plane 
is  Q  cos  <f>+P  sin  <f>;  therefore  T',  =  0,  and  the  system  contains  only 
the  two  intensities  T, ,  T^,     The  stress  on  every  plane  through  Pz  is 

a  shearing  stress  parallel  to  Pz,  and  its  amount  varies  from  v^^j'+  T^ 

T 
to  zero.     If  tan  <f>  =  —-  we  get  a  plane  on  which  the  stress  has  the 

first  of  these  values,  and  for  the  plane  at  right  angles  to  this  through 
Pz  the  stress  =  0.  Let  a  cube  of  the  substance  be  determined  by 
these  planes  and  the  plane  xPy,     Then  this  cube  experiences  equal 

shearing  stresses,  each  =  VT^-^T^y  on  two  pairs  of  opposite  faces, 
and  no  stress  whatever  on  the  remaining  pair  of  opposite  faces  (the 

resultant  stress  intensity  on  the  face  xPy  being  -/jTj'+I',*). 

3.  Find  the  element-plane  at  any  point  on  which  the  shearing 
stress  is  greatest. 

Let  Ay  B,  C7  be  the  principal  stress  intensities  at  the  point,  and  let 
Z,  m,  n  be  the  directiun-cosines  of  the  normal  to  any  plane.  Then, 
since  P  z^  lA,  Q  =  mB,  R  =  n(7,  if  S  is  the  component  of  the  stress 
in  the  plane,  we  have 

Let  Z,  m,  n  be  expressed  in  terms  of  the  colatitude  and  longitude 
determining  the  normal ;  that  is, 

I  =  sin  6  cos  <f>,   m  =  sin  B  sin  <f>,    n  =  cos  0, 

Then  we  find 

7-1^  =  ^«cos«<^  +  a«Bin«<^-()3cos'<J>+asin«<J>)«sin«d,  (1) 

bill    w 

where  p  —  A  —  C,  a  =B-C. 

Supposing  the  principal  stresses  to  be  all  of  the  same  sign,  and 
il  >J$>(7,  we  see  that  S  will  be  a  maximum  with  respect  to  4>  when 
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0  r=  0,  i.e.  the  normal  to  the  required  plane  must  be  in  the  plane  of 

A,  C.     The  value  of  0  which  will  then  make  S  a  maximum  is  -; 

4 

that  is,  the  normal  bisects  the  angle  between  the  axes  of  greatest  and 

least  stress,  and  then 

If  the  principal  stresses  are  not  all  of  the  same  sign,  it  is  easily 
found  that  S  ib  &  maximum  when  the  normal  lies  in  the  plane  of  the 
axes  of  algebraically  greatest  and  algehraicaUy  least  stress,  and  bisects 
the  angle  between  them,  its  value  being  half  the  algebraic  difference  of 
these  stress  intensities. 

4.  If  the  stress  on  any  plane  is  wholly  a  shearing  stress,  prove 
that  its  line  of  action  is  the  line  of  contact  of  the  plane  with  the 
cone  of  shearing  stress,  and  find  its  magnitude. 

5.  If  at  a  point  the  principal  stresses  consist  of  two  tensions,  A  and 
B{A>B)  and  a  pressure  C,  find  the  plane  whose  stress  is  wholly 
shearing  and  of  maximum  intensity. 

^*"-  ^  =  ^lfc^*'  •"  =  "'  "=^iTc>*' 

and  the  intensity  =  VAC. 

6.  Find  the  conditions  that  the  stress  (iV^,  iV^j,  iV„  I\,  5\,  T^ 
shall  produce  shearing  stress  on  two  planes  only,  and  these 
rectangular. 

N  f  T  ,  T 
Ans.     t]]  n\\  t\    =  0,  and  N^-\-N^-\-N^=:  0. 
T     T     N 

Hence  the  product  of  the  three  principal  intensities  =  0,  and 
sum  =  0  ;  therefore  one  of  them  =  0,  and  the  other  two  are  a  tension 
and  an  equal  pressure. 

7.  From  the  equations  of  equilibrium  of  an  elementary  parallelo- 
piped,  p.  411,  deduce  the  six  equations  which  are  sufficient  for  the 
equilibrium  of  a  rigid  body. 

Multiply  the  first  by  dxdydz,  and  integrate  by  parts  exactly  as 
in  Art.  346.     Thus  we  get 

fffp  Xdx  dy  dz  •¥f{lN^  +  w^,  +  nT^  dS  =  0, 

where  dS  is  an  element  of  the  bounding  surface  of  the  body. 

But  lN^-\-mT^-\-nT^  is  the  a?-component  of  the  stress  at  a  point 
on  the  surface,  i.e.  the  a-component  of  the  external  force  (if  any) 
applied  at  the  point.  If  this  is  denoted  by  X^ ,  we  have  (denoting 
the  element  of  volume  by  dQ.) 

fpXdQ.-\-X^-0, 

with   two   similar   equations,    which  are   exactly  the   equations   of 
translation  in  Art.  240. 
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Similarly,  multiplying  the  second  by  xdxdydz^  and  the  first  by 
ydxdydzy  subtracting  the  first  from  the  second,  and  integrating 
throughout  the  body,  we  have 

fp(Yx-Xy)da-\-J\Y,x^X,y)dS^O, 

with  two  similar  equations,  which  are  the  equations  of  moments 
of  Art.  240. 

8.  From  the  equations  of  equilibrium  of  an  elementary  parallelo- 
piped  deduce  the  equations  of  equilibrium  of  a  perfectly  flexible 
string. 

383.]  Virtual  Work  of  Strain.  The  body  under  strain 
having  assumed  its  state  of  equilibrium,  let  any  further  very 
small  increments  be  imagined  to  be  produced  in  the  strain  com- 
ponents, BO  that  the  displacements  u^  v,  10  o{  a,  point  P  become 
further  increased  hj  hu,  hv,  bw;  and  let  us  consider  the  amount 
of  work  done  in  this  further  displacement  by  the  stresses  exerted 
on  the  fistces  of  a  small  parallelepiped,  dxdydz,  at  P.     The  total 

a?-stress  on  the  parallelopiped  is  (^-^  +  -j^  +  -j^^dxdydz,  and 

the  work  done  by  this  component  in  the  virtual  displacement  is 
the  product  of  the  component  and  bu.  Hence  the  virtual  work 
of  the  stress  on  all  elements  of  volume  is 


///K 


dx        dy        dz '         ^  das        dy        dz  ' 


By  integration  by  parts,  we  obtain  another  form  of  this 
expression.  Thus,  by  exactly  the  same  process  as  that  employed 
in  Art.  346,  we  have 

•h(lT^-hniT^-hnN^)bw]dS 


-m"' 


dhu      --  dhv     --  dhw 
dx         ^  dy        ^  dz 


where  dS  is  an  element  of  the  bounding  surface  of  the  body. 
The  first  integral  is  simply  the  virtual  work  of  the  surface  stress 
on  the  body,  and  this  surface  stress  consists  merely  of  external 
force  applied  to  the  body.     The  triple  integral  in  (fi)  is  therefore 
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properly  the  virtual  work  of  the  stress  throughout  the  body, 
which  is  therefore 

where  </X2  is  an  element  of  volume  of  the  body. 

It  is  easy  to  see  directly  that  this  is  the  expression  for  the 
virtual  work  of  the  stresses.  For,  let  PI  (Fig.  295)  represent  a 
small  parallelopiped  in  a  state  of  stress.  Whether  we  suppose 
its  edges  to  be  (H-a)rfa?,  (1  +i)rt[y,  (1  +c)dz,  or  simply  dw,  dj, 
dz  is  indifferent.  Let  them  be  the  former,  and  let  N-^  +  t 
represent  the  mean  intensity  of  tension  on  the  planes  between 
zVyA  and  BxCL  Then  €  is  evidently  a  small  quantity  of  the 
order  of  magnitude  of  dx^  and  we  have  a  tension 

{N^  +  f){l+b  +  c)dydz 

in  the  substance,  parallel  to  Px.  If  the  length  {l-^a)dx  is 
slightly  increased,  or  imagined  to  be  increased^  so  as  to  become 
(1  +a  +  8a)  dx,  the  work  of  this  tension  is 

—  (JVj-f€)(l  +b  +  c)dydz.ba.dx, 

or  —N^ha.dxdydz, 

rejecting  infinitesimals  of  the  second  order. 

Similarly  for  the  other  normal  stresses,  N^,N^.  To  find  the 
virtual  work  of  ?\ ,  observe  that  it  is  not  produced  by  any  of  the 
elongations  a,b^c\  it  is  due  to  the  sliding  of  the  fece  BzAI^  the 
face  ^PyC  being  imagined  as  fixed,  and  also  to  the  sliding  of  the 
face  lAyCy  the  face  BzBx  being  imagined  fixed. 

The  first  of  these  shears  gives 

—  ^i  (1+  a  +  i)  dxdy.bs^.dz, 

since  the  relative  displacement  of  the  faces  by  shear  is  s^,dz  in 
the  strain,  and  the  further  displacement  imagined  is  hs^.dz. 
This  virtual  work  is  —  7^8*1 .  dxdydz^  neglecting  infinitesimals  of 
higher  order.     Similarly  the  other  sliding  contributes 

^T^h%y,dxdydz\ 
and  T^  therefore  does  work  of  the  amount 

—  2  iTji^j .  dxdydz. 
Hence  (y)  follows. 
384.]  Stress  Potential.     It  is  necessary  that  the  expression 

-{N^ha-\-N^hh^N^hC'¥2T^hs^  +  2T^h8^  +  2T^h8^)         (l) 

which  when  multiplied  by  rfX2,  the  element  of  volume,  is  the 
virtual  work  of  the  stress  of  this  element,  should  be  an  exact 
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differential  of  some  fimction  of  the  strain  components,  and  there- 
fore of  the  form 

-8<^(a,*,^,*i,*2,*3).  (2) 

For,  if  the  imagined  further  displacement  is  actually  made,  and 
the  element  dO,  Ib  made  to  pass  through  a  series  of  states  of 
strain — say  from  the  state  in  which  the  strain  component's  are 
(a\  V^  (fy  */,  ^2',  ^3')  to  that  in  which  they  are  {a'\  i'', ,..),  the 
work  actually  done  by  the  stress  is 

-'dQ.f{N^da-\-  N^db  +  N^dc  +  2  T^ds^  +  2  T^ds^  +  2  T^ds^, 

the  integration  extending  from  the  first  state  to  the  second. 

Now,  unless  the  quantity  nnder  the  integral  sign  is  an  exact 
differential,  ^<f>,  the  work  done  in  passing  from  the  first  to  the 
last  state  will  depend  on  the  intermediate  states — or  on  what  we 
may  call  the  *  path  of  the  strain ' — so  that  on  the  return  from 
the  second  to  the  first  state  by  a  different  *  strain  path '  the  work 
given  back  by  the  stresses  would  not  be  the  same  as  that 
required  to  produce  the  original  change  of  state.  There  is  thus 
either  a  loss  or  gain  of  work  done  on  the  element,  and  the  excess 
or  defect  of  work  must  shew  itself  by  a  gain  or  loss  of  kinetic 
energy  in  the  element.  Such  energy  might  be  the  molecular 
energy  called  Heat.  But  if  we  assume  that  the  states  of  strain 
are  produced  very  slowly,  so  that  no  appreciable  velocity, 
molecular  or  other,  is  ever  generated,  no  energy  of  any  ap- 
preciable amount  is  ever  generated  or  destroyed  in  the  element. 
Hence  the  work  done  by  the  stress  in  the  passage  from  any  one 
state  of  strain  along  any  *  strain  path '  to  another  state  of  sti*ain 
must  be  independent  of  the  path,  and  this  can  be  so  only  if  the 
expression  (1)  is  of  the  form  (2). 

Consider,  for  example,  what  would  happen  if  the  element  of  work 
were  equal  to  dQ.  {bda  -  adb). 

Bepresenting  values  of  a  and  b  by  abscissae  and  ordinates  with 
reference  to  two  fixed  rectangular  axes  through  an  origin  0,  the 
work  of  the  stress  from  the  state  represented  by  the  point  A,  whose 
co-ordinates  are  (a',  6^),  to  the  point  B^  whose  co-ordinates  are 
{p/^y  6"),  would  be  represented  by  double  the  area  included  between 
the  lines  OA  and  OB,  and  any  arbitraiy  curve  whatever  drawn 
between  A  and  B,  so  that  by  perpetually  making  the  element  reach 
^  by  a  strain  path  represented  by  a  curve  S,  and  return  to  il  by  a 
strain  path  represented  by  a  curve  /?,  there  would  be  in  each  cycle 
of  changes  a  gain  (or  loss)  of  work  represented  by  double  the  area 
enclosed  by  these  curves. 
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The  work  done  by  the  stresses,  therefore,  in  the  strain  of  the 
body  from  its  natural  state  to  the  state  in  which  (a,  d,.,,  2 «],...} 
are  the  strain  components  at  any  point  is 

where  (^  is  the  Potential  of  the  strain  and  is  used,  for  simplicity, 
instead  of  0  (a,  i,  c,  ^j ,  *2»  ^s)* 

The  work  done  by  the  stresses  is  equal  and  opposite  to  that 
done  by  the  forces  externally  applied  to  the  body,  if  the  strain  is 
produced  without  appreciable  velocity. 


Section  III. 
Stress  in  Terms  cf  Strain. 

385.]  Isotropic  Body.  A  Ixnly  is  said  to  be  isotropic ^  if  its 
structure  in  the  neighbourhood  of  any  point  is  the  same  in  all 
directions  round  the  point.  More  definitely,  let  P  be  any  point 
in  the  body,  and  Q  a  point  distant  /  from  P,  in  any  direction ; 
let  a  little  cylinder  having  PQ  for  its  axis  and  having  a  very 
small  transverse  section,  <r,  be  im^^ined  to  be  cut  out  of  the  body; 
then  if  to  stretch  this  cylinder — one  end  being  fixed  and  the  other 
pulled — by  a  constant  amount,  d/,  requires  the  same  force  no 
matter  what  the  direction  of  PQ  is,  the  substance  is  isotropic. 
In  other  words,  if  Young's  modulus  is  the  same  for  slender 
cylinders  cut  out  in  all  directions,  the  substance  is  isotropic. 
As  examples  of  approximately  isotropic  solids,  we  may  cite 
glass  and  steel. 

If  this  modulus  is  not  constant  for  all  such  cylinders^  the  body 
is  anisotropic,  or  as  M.  de  Saint- Venant  calls  it,  Aeterotropic, 
The  term  isotropic  is  due  to  Cauchy. 

Heterotropy  may  exist  in  all  degrees ;  that  is,  a  heterotropic 
solid  may  have  certain  planes  with  respect  to  which  its  structure 
is  symmetrical — as,  for  instance,  forged  metallic  pieces,  woods, 
iEmd  slates — without  possessing  structural  symmetry  with  regard 
to  any  other  planes. 

A  crystalline  body  is,  of  course,  an  example  of  heterotropy. 

386.]  Extension  and  Lateral  Contraction.  Confining  our 
attention  for  the  present  to  the  case  of  an  isotropic  solid,  suppose 
that  we  take  a  cube  of  the  substance,  zPxyl  (Fig.  295),  and 
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apply  tension  to  the  two  opposite  faces  BIAZ  and  xCyP,  these 
tensions  heing  uniformly  distributed  over  the  fS^^es,  with  in- 
tensity J) ;  then,  in  virtue  of  the  isotropy  of  the  substance,  the 
other  pairs  of  parallel  &ces  will  be  drawn  towards  each  other^ 
through  the  same  distance — in  other  words,  there  will  be  uni- 
form lateral  contraction  of  the  prism. 

As  before,  let  c  be  the  elongation  of  the  edges  parallel  to  Pz, 
and  let  17  be  the  ratio  of  the  contractions  (parallel  to  Px  and  Py) 
to  the  elongation,  so  that 

a  =  —?;(?,  b  = — r^c. 
Then,  0  being  the  cubical  dilatation, 

d  =  (1  —  2  ??)(?. 
Also,  E  being  Young's  modulus  for  the  substance, 

p^E.c. 
A  vigorous  controversy  exists  with  regard  to  the  coefficient 
r}y  M.  de  Saint-Venant  maintaining,  on  the  one  side,  both  as  a 
mathematical  and  as  an  experimental  result  that  for  all  hard 
fine-grained  isotropic  solids  r^  is  constant  and  equal  to  -J-,  while 
M.  Lam£  (and  with  him  English  writers  generally)  denies  this 
constancy  and  leaves  its  value  indeterminate. 

Subsequently  we  shall  give  Saint- Venant*s  argument ;  but  no 
inconvenience  will  arise  from  leaving  indeterminate  the  value  of  >;. 
Those  cases  in  which  experiment  finds  for  r\  values  difierent  firom 
\  are  disposed  of  by  Saint-Venant  by  saying  that  either  the 
bodies  to  which  they  refer  are  not  solid  isotropic  bodies,  or 
the  displacements  produced  in  them  are  not  small.  In  this 
way  he  disposes  of  cork  and  indiarubber  (which  is  really  a 
cellular  substance  the  pores  of  which  are  filled  with  a  liquid), 
and  also  of  jellies,  in  which  the  displacements  are  far  greater 
than  are  contemplated  in  the  theory  of  small  strains.  (See 
Saint- Venant's  annotated  translation  of  Clebsch*s  Theorie  der 
Elasticitdt  Fester  Korper,  p.  67.) 

Solids  for  which  ?;  =  ^  are  sometimes  called  *  perfect  solids.' 
According  to  Saint-Venant,  all  hard  fine-grained  solids  are 
perfect  solids. 

387.]  Moduli  of  Extension  and  Shear.  Young's  modulus  is 
the  modulus  of  extension,  which  we  may  formally  define  as 
follows :  If  the  e?ids  of  a  cylinder  are  jpulled  by  two  equal  and 
ojpposite  forces^  acting  along  its  axis,  and  distributed  unifomdy  over 
the  ends,  no  lateral  or  other  forces  being  applied,  the  ratio  of  the 
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The  work  done  by  the  stresses,  therefore,  in  the  strain  of  the 
body  from  its  natural  state  to  the  state  in  which  (a,  d,.,,  2 «],...) 
are  the  strain  components  at  any  point  is 

where  4)  is  the  Potential  of  the  strain  and  is  used,  for  simplidty, 
instead  of  <^ (a,  b,  c,  s^,  s^,  ^3). 

The  work  done  by  the  stresses  is  equal  and  opposite  to  that 
done  by  the  forces  externally  applied  to  the  body,  if  the  strain  is 
produced  without  appreciable  velocity. 


Section  III. 
Stress  in  Terms  of  Strain, 

385.]  iBotropic  Body.  A  Ixnly  is  said  to  be  isotropic,  if  its 
structure  in  the  neighbourhood  of  any  point  is  the  same  in  all 
directions  round  the  point.  More  definitely,  let  P  be  any  point 
in  the  body,  and  Q  a  point  distant  /  from  P,  in  any  direction ; 
let  a  little  cylinder  having  PQ  for  its  axis  and  having  a  very 
small  transverse  section,  <r,  be  imagined  to  be  cut  out  of  the  body ; 
then  if  to  stretch  this  cylinder — one  end  being  fixed  and  the  other 
pulled — by  a  constant  amount,  bl,  requires  the  same  force  no 
matter  what  the  direction  of  PQ  is,  the  substance  is  isotropic. 
In  other  words,  if  Young's  modulus  is  the  same  for  slender 
cylinders  cut  out  in  all  directions,  the  substance  is  isotropic. 
As  examples  of  approximately  isotropic  solids,  we  may  cite 
glass  and  steel. 

If  this  modulus  is  not  constant  for  all  such  cylinders^  the  body 
is  anisotropic,  or  as  M.  de  Saint- Venant  calls  it,  Aeterotropic. 
The  term  isotropic  is  due  to  Cauchy. 

Heterotropy  may  exist  in  all  degrees ;  that  is,  a  heterotropic 
solid  may  have  certain  planes  with  respect  to  which  its  structure 
is  symmetrical — as,  for  instance,  forged  metallic  pieces,  woods, 
and  slates — without  possessing  structural  symmetry  with  regard 
to  any  other  planes. 

A  crystalline  body  is,  of  course,  an  example  of  heterotropy. 

386.]  Extension  and  Lateral  Contraction.  Confining  our 
attention  for  the  present  to  the  case  of  an  isotropic  solid,  suppose 
that  we  take  a  cube  of  the  substance,  zPxyl  (Fig.  295)1  and 


387.]       MODULI  OF  EXTENSION  AND  SHEAE.       431 

apply  tension  to  the  two  opposite  faces  BIAZ  and  xCyP,  these 
tensions  being  uniformly  distributed  over  the  &ces,  with  in- 
tensity J) ;  then,  in  virtue  of  the  isotropy  of  the  substance,  the 
other  pairs  of  parallel  &ces  will  be  drawn  towards  each  other^ 
through  the  same  distance — in  other  words,  there  will  be  uni- 
form lateral  contraction  of  the  prism. 

As  before,  let  c  be  the  elongation  of  the  edges  parallel  to  Pz, 
and  let  17  be  the  ratio  of  the  contractions  (parallel  to  Px  and  Pj/) 
to  the  elongation,  so  that 

a  =  —  ?;c,  b  =  —»)(?. 

Then,  0  being  the  cubical  dilatation, 

^  =  (1  — 2ij)(?. 

Also,  E  being  Young's  modulus  for  the  substance, 

p=iE.c. 

A  vigorous  controversy  exists  with  regard  to  the  coefficient 
r\y  M.  de  Saint-Venant  maintaining,  on  the  one  side,  both  as  a 
mathematical  and  as  an  experimental  result  that  for  all  hard 
fine-grained  isotropic  solids  77  is  constant  and  equal  to  ^,  while 
M.  Lame  (and  with  him  English  writers  generally)  denies  this 
constancy  and  leaves  its  value  indeterminate. 

Subsequently  we  shall  give  Saint- Venant*s  argument ;  but  no 
inconvenience  will  arise  from  leaving  indeterminate  the  value  of  r]. 
Those  cases  in  which  experiment  finds  for  17  values  difierent  from 
^  are  disposed  of  by  Saint-Venant  by  saying  that  either  the 
bodies  to  which  they  refer  are  not  solid  isotropic  bodies,  or 
the  displacements  produced  in  them  are  not  small.  In  this 
way  he  disposes  of  cork  and  indiarubber  (which  is  really  a 
cellular  substance  the  pores  of  which  are  filled  with  a  liquid), 
and  also  of  jellies,  in  which  the  displacements  are  far  greater 
than  are  contemplated  in  the  theory  of  small  strains.  (See 
Saint- Venant's  annotated  translation  of  Clebsch's  Theorie  der 
Elasticitdt  Fester  Kbrper^  p.  67.) 

Solids  for  which  ?;  =  |-  are  sometimes  called  *  perfect  solids.' 
According  to  Saint-Venant,  all  hard  fine-grained  solids  are 
perfect  solids. 

387.]  Moduli  of  Extension  and  Shear.  Young's  modulus  is 
the  modulus  of  extension,  which  we  may  formally  define  as 
follows :  If  the  ends  of  a  cylinder  are  jiulled  by  two  equal  and 
oj)jposite  forces,  acting  along  its  axis,  and  distributed  uniformly  over 
the  ends,  no  lateral  or  other  forces  being  applied,  the  ratio  of  the 
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force-intensify  on  the  ends  to  the  {fractional)  elongation  of  the 
cylinder  is  the  modulus  of  extension  of  the  substance. 

If  P  is  the  magnitude  of  each  force,  a  =  area  of  section,  /  = 
length  of  unstrained  cylinder,  A/  =  increase  of  length, 

cr  I 

In  such  case  there  is,  as  just  said,  always  lateral  contraction ; 
and  it  is  to  be  carefully  noted  that  it  is  only  when  forces  act  on 
the  ends  and  no  forces  act  on  the  sides  that  the  intensity  of  the 
tension  =  Ex  the  elongation.  Thus  we  must  not  expect  to  find 
that  N^^E.a,  for  example,  where  iVj  and  a  are,  respectively,  the 
normal  intensity  of  tension  and  the  elongation  along  the  axis  of 
X  at  any  point  of  a  strained  solid.  For,  the  faces  of  the  cube 
(Fig.  295)  are  all  acted  upon  by  forces,  and  not  merely  the 
faces  zPy  and  £xC. 

Modulus  of  Shear,  or  Sliding,  If  one  face  of  a  ctibey  or  any 
prism,  of  a  substance  is  held  fixed,  while  to  the  opposite  face  is 
applied  uniformly  distributed  force  in  the  plane  of  this  face,  the 
ratio  of  the  force-intensity  on  the  face  to  the  shear  produced  is  the 
modulus  of  shear. 

Let  P  be  the  whole  force  applied  to  the  face,  <r  =  area  of  the 
face,  I  =  length  of  prism,  Ar  the  sliding  displacement  of  any 
point  in  the  face,  and  /x  the  modulus  of  shear ;  then 

P  At 

Ar  . 
The  expression  -j-  is  what  we  have  previously  denoted  by  2  s, 

the  shear.     (See  Art.  369.) 

Saint-Venant  uses  G  for  this  modulus  of  shear  or  sliding 
(jglissemenf),  while  Lam^  uses  /i. 

The  elastic  quality  of  every  isotropic  solid  is  completely  ex- 
pressed by  these  two  moduli,  £  and  fi.  For  perfect  fluids  (liquids 
or  gases)  /x  =  0. 

The  modulus  of  shear  is  also  the  modulus  of  torsion.  For 
(example  1 3,  p.  408)  torsion  is  equivalent  to  shear  at  every  point ; 
and  if,  as  in  Art.  371,  the  axis  of  torsion  is  taken  as  that  of  z, 
the  stress  intensities,  T^^  and  T^ ,  on  the  transverse  section  of  the 
cylinder  at  P  are  given  by  the  equations 


rj  =  2fi*i  =  /xa|;  y2  =  -Maf> 
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T  • 

BO  that  if  7  is  the  resultant  stress,  T  =  fia  j,  which  shows  that  fx 

is  also  the  resistance  to  torsion. 

To  express  the  modulus  0/ shear  in  terms  ofYoung^s  modulus  and 
the  coefficient  of  lateral  contraction.  In  Kg.  295,  suppose  the 
fiuses  BIAz  and  xCyP  to  have  tension  uniformly  distributed  over 
them,  with  intensity  jo,  there  being  no  other  forces  applied  to 
the  cube.  Let  /  =  the  length  of  each  edge  of  the  cube,  and 
separate  it,  in  imagination,  into  two  wedges  by  the  diagonal 
plane  xIAP.  Considering  the  equilibrium  of  the  upper  wedge, 
we  see  that  the  stress  produced  on  its  face  xIAP  by  the  lower 
wedge  must  be  a  tension  at  its  middle  point  equal  and  opposite 

iojiP\  and  as  the  area  of  this  fi^e  =  l^^2,  the  intensity  of  this 

stress  =  -^.     Resolving  this  into  a  normal  and  tangential  stress 
V2 


or  shear,  of  planes  parallel  to  xIAP,  we  have 


intensity,  the  latter  =  ^.     Hence  if  2  «  is  the  fractional  sliding, 


|=2m*.  (a) 

Now  this  shear  is  the  change  in  the  cosine  of  the  angle  be- 
tween the  diagonals  ^/and  BC\  and  by  the  applied  traction  the 
edge  CI  and  all  parallel  to  it  are  lengthened  by  A/,  while  by 
lateral  contraction  the  edge  BI  and  all  parallel  to  it  become 
l—rjAl,  Hence  the  square  xCIB  becomes  a  rectangle  whose 
sides  are  /+  A/  and  l—rjAl.     Also  (Art.  361)  the  angle  between 

•     IT 

the  diagonals  of  this  rectangle  is  -— 2«. 

Hence  tan  (^—s)  =   .     .  ,  =  - —  ; 

.Al 
therefore  *  =  (1  +  ?;)  — . 

Since,  then,jo  =  -S-y ,  we  have  from  (a) 


E 


2(1+17) 
For  *  perfect  solids '  we  have 


(^) 


5 

VOL.  II.  P  f 


M  =  l^.  (y) 
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The  modalas  of  compressibility,  or  resistance  to  compresfiion, 
can  be  easily  expressed  in  terms  of  fx  and  E, 

Generally  a  modulus  of  rigidity,  or  resistance  to  a  strain,  of 
any  kind  is  the  force  intensity  (per  unit  area)  producing  the 
strain  divided  by  the  fractional  measure  of  the  strain ;  so  that 
every  rigidity  is  a  force  per  unit  area.  Supposing  that  the 
whole  surfsu^e  of  a  cube  is  subject  to  uniform  intensity  of  pressure, 
or  tension,  p^if  0  ib  the  cubical  compression  or  dilatation,  the 
resistance,  k,  to  compression  is  given  by  the  equation 

Now  let  the  cube  in  question  be  that  in  Fig.  295 ;  and  ob- 
serve that  the  elongation  a  will  be  produced  by  three  distinct 
and  superposed  causes : — 1^,  the  elongation  which  would  be  pro- 
duced if  only  the  faces  zPyA  and  BxCI  were  pulled,  the  amount 

p 
of  this  being  -^ ;  2^,  the  lateral  contraction  which  would  be  pro- 
duced if  only  the  fiu^es  zPxB  and  AyCI  were  pulled,  the  amount 
of  this  being  rj  -^ ;  and  3^,  the  lateral  contraction  which  would  be 

produced  if  only  the  faces  PxCy  and  zBIA  were  pulled,  the 

P 
amount  of  which  is  also  17  -^  • 

Hence  a  =  (l  — 2?;)^> 

.-.     (?  =  3(1-2»?)|, 

•••     *=3(1^-  (') 

For  Young's  modulus  in  terms  of  the  moduli  of  compression 
(i)  and  distortion  (/x),  we  have 

We  have  here  used  a  principle  which  is  largely  employed  in 
the  theory  of  small  strains,  viz.  tAe  principle  of  the  independence 
and  superposition  of  strains  due  severalljf  to  given  superposed  systems 
of  stress. 

888.]  Stress  Components  in  terms  of  Strain  Components. 
It  is  required  to  express  the  stress  components  (iVj,  JVg,  JV3, 
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Tj^,  T29  T^)  in  terms  of  the  strain  components  (a,  b,  c,  2«|,  29^^  2^3) 

in  the  case  of  a  strained  isotropic  body. 

Take  the  cube  in  Fig.  295.     Then^  as  just  explained,  the 

elongation  a  is  dne  to  the  separate  actions  of  the  normal  tensions 

N 
Nj,  N^,  JV3,  the  first  producing  a  stretch  eqnal  to  -^T)  ^t^^  ^^ 

N  N 

latter  two  producing  lateral  contractions  eqoal  to  rj-^  and  17  -^  • 

Hence  Ea  =  N^^-rjiN^-hN^).  (1) 

.  Similarly  Eb  =  N^^rjiN^-h  N^),  (2) 

Ec  =  N,^ri{N,+N^.  (3) 
By  definition  we  have  also 

T,  =  2m*i,  T^  =  2M*a,  T^  =  2^*3.  W 

We  have  also  by  solving  for  N^, 

with  similar  values  o{  N^,  N^,    Let 

^  =  (l+,)(l-2,)'  ^^^ 

Then  we  have 

Ni  =  XO-k-  2iia ;  T^  =  2m*i,  \ 

J\r3  =  A^  +  2M^;  y3=2/i#3,) 

in  the  simple  notation  of  Lame. 

It  will  be  observed  that  for  perfect  solids  X  =  /uu 
This  remarkably  simple  method  of  expressing  the  stress  com- 
ponents in  terms  of  those  of  strain  is  due  to  Clebsch.    (Saint- 
Venant's  edition  of  Clebsch,  p.  14.) 

889.]  Method  of  Cauohy.  This  method  consists  in  assuming 
that  at  every  point  in  a  strained  isotropic  body  the  principal 
axes  of  the  strain  coincide  with  the  principal  axes  of  the  stress. 
Here  then  we  have 

*,  =  *3  =  *3  =  0,    ^1  =  ^2=73=0. 
Also  we  can  assume 

^  =  (A  +  2fx)<?i  +  A<?2  +  A<?3, 

where  A  and  /i  are  constants ;  for  ^2  ai^d  e^  must  evidently  have 
the  same  coefficient  in  the  value  of  A^  since  the  body  is  elastically 
symmetric  with  regard  to  the  axes  of  y  and  z  (and,  of  course, 

Ff  a 
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with  regard  to  all  axes)  and  the  plane  on  which  iV^  acts  is  also 
symmetrically  placed  with  respect  to  them.     Thus 

£  =  \e  +  2^eA  (1) 

C  =  A(9  +  2m^3,  ) 

where  ^  =  ^^  +  ^3  +  ^3  =  the  cubical  dilatation,  and  e^,  e^,  e^  are 
the  principal  elongations. 

It  is  required  to  express  the  components,  N^^N^^N^^T^^  T^^  Tj, 
of  the  stress  at  the  point  considered  in  the  body  with  reference 
to  three  rectangular  axes  at  the  point  and  the  corresponding 
components  of  the  strain.  Let  (/,  m,  n\  &c.,  be  the  direction- 
cosines  of  the  new  axes  with  reference  to  the  principal  axes  of 
strain  and  stress.  Then  by  multiplying  both  sides  of  equations 
(1)  by  /^,  »^^,  «^  respectively,  and  adding,  we  have,  by  Art.  379, 
precisely  the  value  of  N^  obtained  in  last  Article. 

Similarly,  by  multiplying  the  sides  of  equations  (1)  by  ^?', 
m'  m'\  n!  «",  and  adding,  we  have  the  value  of  T^  before  obtained. 

390.]  Method  of  Thomson.  Denote,  as  before,  the  resist- 
ances to  compression  and  distortion  (or  shear)  by  h  and  fi, 
respectively. 

Then,  to  find  the  stresses  called  into  play  by  a  simple  elonga- 
tion, a,  along  the  axis  of  x^  resolve  this  elongation  exactly  as  in 
example  5,  p.  406,  into  a  cubical  dilatation,  a,  together  with  two 
shears.  Now,  by  our  above  definition,  the  dilatation  will  cause 
a  normal  intensity  of  stress  equal  to  ka  on  each  face  of  a  cubical 
element  whose  edges  coincide  with  Ox^  Oy^  and  Oz  at  the 
point,  0. 

Consider  the  elongation  ^a  along  Ox  and  the  accompanying 
contraction  ^a  along  Oz,    These  give  shears  each  equid  to  |a 

on  the  planes  OCHB  inclined  at  angles 

I'  of  45°  to  Oo;  and  Oz\  and  these  shears 

H  will,  by  the  above  definition,  give  rise 

^/  \.  to   shearing  stresses   each   of   intensity 

^%7" — ^^  Im«  on  these  planes.     Again,  by  p.  416, 

^^-^ these  shearing  stresses  will  give  rise  to 

normal  stresses  each  of  intensity  ^M^  on 

^^-  3°4.  pi^eg  parallel  to  OH  and  CD ;   and  it 

is  obvious  that  the  normal  stress  on  the  plane  OH  (or  rather  the 

plane  through  OH  perpendicular  to  the  paper)  produced  by  the 
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portion  of  the  body  to  the  right  of  OH  will  be  tension^  i.e.,  it 
will  be  in  the  sense  Ox\  while  on  the  plane  CD  or  {Ox)  the 
normal  stress  produced  by  the  portion  of  the  body  at  the  upper 
side  of  the  figure  will  hepresmre,  i.e.  it  will  be  in  the  sense  zO. 

Similarly,  by  considering  the  other  shear  (that  which  consists 
of  elongation  i  a  along  Ox  and  contraction  i  a  along  Oy)^  we 
have  a  further  normal  tension  equal  to  |  fxd  on  the  plane  perpen- 
dicular to  Oz ;  and  normal  pressure  i  iia  on  the  plane  perpen- 
dicular to  Oy.     Hence  the  elongation  a  gives  normal  stresses 

{k'^^y)a,     {k'-iii)a,     (it-jM)«, 
on  the  planes  perpendicular  to  Ox,  Ojfy  Oz,  respectively. 

Similarly  the  elongation  b  (which  is  along  Oy)  gives  normal 

stresses  (*_|^)J,    {i+ifji)b,    (^-Im)* 

in  the  same  directions  ;  and  the  remaining  elongation,  c,  gives 

(*-|m)<?,     (>t-|M)^,     (*  +  *m)<?. 
Hence  we  have 

or  J\^i  =  (it-|M)^  +  2Ma, 

as  before.     The  values  of .  if\,  jTg,  ^3,  are  obvious  from  the 

definition  of  a  modulus  of  shear. 

291.]  Case  of  a  Liquid.  A  perfect  fluid  has  a  zero  modulus 
of  shear,  i.  e.  /a  =  0.  K  it  is  a  liquid,  it  is  voluminally  incom- 
pressible, therefore  X  =  00.  Also  ^  =  0,  but  \d  ia  N^,  1^2^  or  N^ , 
which  are  all  equal  to  — jt?,  the  pressure  intensity  at  any  point. 

392.]  Strain  Potential.  For  an  isotropic  body  the  Strain 
Potential  is  easily  found  from  the  values  of  the  stress  components 
just  given.     If  0  is  the  Strain  Potential  (Art.  384),  we  hav(B 

Hence  we  easily  find 

2<^  =  A(a  +  *  +  (?)2  +  2fi(fl«  +  **  +  c*  +  2*i2  +  2#2*+2#32)....    (a) 

OfcourseiV|=  -r^>  ...22\= -~  > .... 
/        da  *      ^1 

If  in  (a)  we  substitute  the  values  of  the  strain  components  in 

terms  of  those  of  stress,  we  have 

where  a^Ni+N^+Iff,  and 


8 
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But  by  (6),  Art.  388,  we  have  E  =  ^^^^.'^^^)  =  Young' 
modulus;  hence  0-2     gj 

893.]  Clapeyron's  Theorem.  Since  (Art.  384)  —f^dQ.  is 
the  work  done  by  the  stress  in  the  passage  of  the  body  from  the 
unstrained  state  to  that  in  which  0  is  the  Potential  of  strain  of 
the  element  dO.^  we  have  this  work  equal  to 

which,  with  altered  sign,  is  also  the  work  of  the  external  forces 
if  the  strain  is  very  slowly  produced.  This  expression  for  the 
work  constitutes  Clapeyron's  Theorem.  Observe,  then,  that  in 
this  expression  (y)  the  stresses  involved  in  o*,  </  are  those 
belonging  to  the  Jlnal  state  of  strain. 

The  work  done  in  the  passage  to  a  certain  final  state  of  strain 
may,  therefore,  be  expressed  as  an  integral,  through  the  body, 
either  of  a  Potential  of  the  stress  or  of  a  Potential  of  the  strain^ 
belonging  to  the  final  state — that  is,  either  of  the  function  <^ 
given  by  (a)  or  of  that  given  by  (j8). 

To  take  the  simplest  illustration,  consider  the  work  done  in 
the  extension  of  a  cylindrical  bar  of  uniform  section  a.  The 
work  diagram  is  a  triangle,  and  i!  Iq=  natural  length  of  bar, 

A/  =  whole  amount  of  extension,  the  Jinal  tension  T  =  E<t  -j-\ 

and  the  work  of  the  tension  =  — 17.  A/;  so  that  the  work  is 

7  7»2 

^       ,   or    -l/o^cr.(|2, 


h 


2Ea 
where  a  =  -^  =  the  elongation. 


Examples. 

1.  Find  the  work  done  in  a  gradual  uniform  compressioa  of  a 
body. 

If  V^  is  the  unstrained  volume,  V  the  compressed  volume,  p  the 
final  intensity  of  pressure  on  the  surface,  the  work  is 

il'(n-F).  (a) 

In  a  uniform  compression  we  have  at  each  point 

t«=— oaj,    t;  =  — ay,    «;  =  — a«; 
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therefore  (9  =  - 3a ;  ^\  =  iV^j  =  ^3  =  — {3X  +  2fi)d  =  —  3fer,  where 
k  is  the  modulus  of  compression ;    ^  =  ^  >    therefore   N^  =  —  j9,  so 

that  the  intensity  of  stress  is  constant  throughout  the  body. 
The  work  may  also  be  expressed  as 

2*  ' 

Observe  that  the  element  of  work  done  by  the  pressure  of  a  gas 
in  changing  its  volume  by  do  is  jxfv,  while  our  expression  (a)  gives 
the  work  of  changing  the  volume  of  an  elastic  solid  as  equal  to  \pdv. 
There  is  an  apparent  contradiction ;  but  observe  that  in  all  cases  of 
equilibrium  of  strain,  we  assume  the  externally  applied  forces  to  be 
applied  with  very  gradiudly  increasing  magmtitdeSf  so  that  neither 
they  nor  the  stresses  reach  at  once  their  final  values ;  the  stresses 
grow  from  zero  to  certain  £nal  values,  and  our  expressions  for  work 
done  all  involve  the  final  values  of  the  stresses  and  not  intermediate 
values  which  they  have  in  intermediate  states  of  strain.  Now  as 
the  components  of  stress  are  linear  functions  of  those  of  strain,  we 
obtain  the  elementary  result  which  we  know  to  hold  for  the  expansion 
of  a  bar  according  to  Hooke's  Law,  viz.  that  the  work  is  one  half 
the  product  of  the  whole  extention  and  the  final  tension  of  the  bar. 

2.  Find  the  work  done  in  the  distortion  of  a  body  (without  com- 
pression or  dilatation  at  any  point). 

^na-  fA/(a'  +  6'  +  c"  +  2«i"-f  2«j«  +  2V)^^- 
For  example,  take  the  case  of  the  torsion  of  a  circular  cylinder 

(Art.  371).     Then  28^  =  ^>    2«,  =  —  ~^;  so  that  the  work 


= f,h^. 


where  r  is  the  distance  of  the  element  dH  from  the  axis  of  the 
cylinder.     This  work  is  tsR^c? 

where  R  =  radius  of  cylinder. 

If  the  torsion  is  produced  by  opposite  couples  applied  at  the  ends, 
or  by  holding  one  end  fixed  and  applying  a  couple  of  moment  G  to 
the  other,  tlus  work  is  1     !>«•> 

as  will  presently  be  shown. 

3.  Two  uniform  bars,  CS,  BA  (Fig.  184,  p,  224,  vol.  I)  are  freely 
jointed  to  each  other  at  B,  and  have  their  ends  C  and  A  fixed  by 
smooth  pins ;  if  a  weight,  TT,  so  great  that,  in  comparison,  the  weights 
of  the  bars  may  be  neglected,  is  suspended  from  the  joint  By  find  the 
vertical  distance  through  which  B  will  descend. 

The  weight  W  is  supposed  to  have  been  put  on  gradually,  so  that 
at  no  moment  is  there  any  vibration  produced.     Also  if  A«  is  the 
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vertical  descent  of  By  the  work  done  by  this  gradually  accumulated 
weight  is  \  WAz,  If  T  and  T^  are  the  tension  and  pressure  in  the 
bars  BO  and  BA,  respectively,  and  AZ,  AT  the  amounts  by  which 
they  are  elongated  and  shortened,  we  have  the  work  done  by  the 
stresses  =  -i7'.AZ-ir'Ai';  or  if  BC  =  a,  BA^e,  and  the 
areas  of  their  sections  are  o-,  (/,  this  work  is 

Hence,  since  no  appreciable  kinetic  energy  is  generated, 

But  if  BC  and  BA  make  a  and  y  with  the  vertical, 

^      ,„siny        .^      ,„  sina 
sinp  sin^ 

whefe  )3  is  the  angle  between  the  bars  at  B,    Hence 

W     ,asin'y     csin'a. 
Eswrp  ^     a  tr     ' 

If  the  points  C  and  ii  are  in  the  same  vertical  line,  and  AC  =  5, 

4.  Three  uniform  bars  AB,  BO,  CA,  forming  a  triangle  and  freely 
jointed  to  each  other  rest  in  a  vertical  plane,  the  bar  AC  being  hori- 
zontal and  the  ends  A,  C  being  supported  on  two  fixed  vertical 
pillars ;  a  weight  W  is  suspended  from  the  joint  B  (by  gradual  accu- 
mulation) ;  find  the  vertical  descent  of  B, 

Ans.  If  the  normal  sections  of  the  bars  opposite  A,  B,  C  are 
<r,  (/,  <r",  their  lengths  a,  b,  e,  and  the  angles  a,  4>  y> 

A«=  -,  .  ,    (- cos' a -f-;  cos' /34- -7?  cos*  a  cos' 3). 

5.  One  end  of  a  bar  of  isotropic  material  is  held  fixed,  and  the 
bar  hangs  vertically ;  find  its  elongation  caused  by  its  weight. 

Let  AB  be  the  bar  in  its  natural  state,  P  a  point  in  ii^  at  a 
distance  z  from  A  ;  let  A^  B^  represent  the  elongated  bar,  and  let  F' 
be  the  displaced  position  of  P.  . 

Then  the  intensity  of  stress  on  a  normal  section  at  P'  =  ^  -j-  > 

where  E  is  Young's  modulus.     But  if  a  is  the  area  of  the  section  at 

P',  the  intensity  of  stress  =  — = =—^  where 

W  and  I  are  the  weight  and  length  of  the  bar. 

Hence  JS  -7-  = • 

az       c      I 
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where  C  is  a  constant.  Now  the  valne  of  tr  for  the  fixed  end  is  lero, 
therefore  C  =:  0;  and  the  value  of  to  for  the  free  end,  S,  is  the 
amoant  of  elongation.     Hence,  putting  z  =  l, 

amount  of  elongation  =  . 

It  ia  immaterial  whether  a  meauB  the  section  of  the  bar  A'B"  or  the 
section  of  AB,  since  these  areas  differ  hy  a  small  quantity  of  the  firat 
order. 

6.  To  find  tbe  streaaea  produced  at  any  point  in  a  circular  cylinder 
which  undergoes  tcTaion  round  ita  azia. 

With  the  notation  of  p.  400,  we  have  hy  Art.  388. 


f'.  T,- 


J',=  0. 


The  torsion  may  he  produced  either  by  fixing  one  end  of  ibe 
cylinder  and  applying  a  couple  to  the  other  end,  or  by  applying  two 
equal  and  oppoeite  couples  to  tbe  ends, 
each  of  which  is  free.  By  conaidering 
the  equilibrium  of  a  portion  of  the  cylin- 
der between  one  end  and  a  section  made 
at  any  point  0  (Fig,  305),  on  the  axis  per- 
pendicularly to  the  axis,  we  see  that  the 
stress  system  exerted  over  this  section  by 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  cylinder 
must  be  a  couple  equal  in  amount  to  the 
applied  couple  {F,  F). 

Let  the  fixed  axes  of  x  and  jf  at  0  be  Oio 
and  Oy,  and  let  i'  be  a  point  in  the  section 
whose  oo-ordinatea  are  x  and  y.    Then  the 
above  values  of  the  intensitdes  of  stress  show  that  on  the  element 
area  dS  at  P  the  two  components  of  stress  on  the  lotoer  side  of  4S 

are  -r-  ydS  in  the  direction  Ox,  and  -j-  xdS  in  the  direction  yO.    The 

Bum  of  their  momenta  about  Oz  isvL.  (x*+y*)d5  in  a  sense  opposite 

to  that  of  the  applied  couple.  Hence  if  the  amount  of  this  couple  is 
denoted  by  Q, 

where  r  =  OP,  and  the  integration  is  extended  over  the  whole  area  of 
the  section  at  0.  Now  /t'dS  is  the  moment  of  inertia,  I,  of  the 
aection  about  Oz     Therefore 


5^-  305- 
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Let  y  9  which  is  the  rate  of  twist  per  unit  length  of  the  cylinder,  be 

denoted  by  r,  and  we  have 

fir/=  0.  (a) 

Defining  the  torsional  rigidity  as  the  moment  of  the  applied  twisting 
couple  divided  by  the  rate  of  twist  produced,  we  see  Uiat,  for  a  solid 
circular  cylinder, 

torsional  rigidity  =  7  M  •  ^-^i 
where  R  is  the  radius  of  the  cylinder  (since  /  =  \itB^). 

The  result  in  equation  (a)  is  known  as  Coulomb's  Law. 

7.  To  show  that  Coulomb's  Law  cannot  apply  to  a  non-drcnlar 
cylinder  when  it  is  acted  on  only  by  twisting  couples  at  it^  ex- 
tremities. 

In  order  that  the  law  of  torsion  strain  expressed  by  the  equations 

may  hold,  we  shaU  show  that  force  must  be  applied  over  the  bounding 

surface  of  the  cylinder  parallel  to  its  axis. 

Let  Fig.  306  represent  a  section  of  the 

cylinder  perpendicular  to  its  axis,  the  axis 

passing  through  0 ;  let  P  be  a  point  on  the 

bounding  surface,  PT  the  tangent   to   the 

section,   and  OQ  a   perpendicular  to  PT, 

Let  OQ  be  taken  as  axis  of  a;,  the  axis  of 

z  being  the  axis  of  the  cylinder;    and  let 

Fig.  3<».  us  calculate  the  stress  on  an  element  plane 

which  touches  the  bounding  surface  at  P.    We  have  for  this  plane 

Z=l,m=0,  n  =  0;  and  equations  (3),  p.  414,  give  (by  last  example) 

P  =  0,    e  =  0,    2?  =  -fxry  =  -Mr.PQ; 

i.e.,  the  stress  on  this  plane  is  proportional  to  PQ,  and  there  must  be 
an  applied  force  to  balance  this  stress,  since  there  is  none  of  the 
material  of  the  cylinder  at  the  right-hand  side  of  the  plane. 

8.  Let  there  be  a  straight  fibrous  body  or  beam  subject  to  a  slight 
bending  strain  such  that  the  fibres  (mean  fibred)  which  lie  in  a  certain 
plane,  although  bent,  are  not  elongated,  and  that  the  elongation  (posi- 
tive or  negative)  along  every  other  fibre  is  proportional  to  its  (posi- 
tive or  negative)  distance  from  this  plane,  the  bending  of  all  fibres 
taking  place  parallel  to  a  single  plane  which  cuts  the  normal  section 
of  the  bar  perpendicularly.  It  is  required  to  find  for  any  normal 
section  the  sum  of  the  moments,  round  the  line  in  which  it  inter- 
sects the  plane  of  the  mean  fibres,  of  the  stresses  which  are  exerted 
at  the  section  by  the  strained  fibres. 

Suppose  that  after  the  bending  any  one  section,  AHB  (Fig.  307),  is 
brought  by  a  motion  as  of  a  rigid  body  back  to  its  old  position, 
and  let  a  neighbouring  section  then  occupy  the  position  A'H'ff, 
Let  HH\  cc  be  two  of  the  mean  fibres  which  reach  across  from 
one  of  the  sections  to  the  other.     Then  the  original  distance  between 
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the  Bections  is  HE'  or  ec\    Let  this  be  denoted  by  d$.    If  PP' 
is  any  other  fibre  reaching  across,  Pn  and  F'v!  the  perpendiculars 
from  P  and  P^  on  the  right  lines  cU 
and  <{H\  the  elongation  along  FF* 

(i.  e.  — -^ )  is  proportional  to  Tn. 

Let  the  planes  of  the  sections  AHB 
and  A'H'V  intersect  in  a  line  OZ, 
let  p  denote  the  length  of  the  radius 
of  curYatore  (cO)  of  the  bent  mean 
fibres  {cd  or  nit!)^  and  Pn  =  y.  Then 
evidently 


wn 


PP'" 


nn 


nn 


Fig.  307. 


which  is  the  elongation  along  PP^, 

For  fibres  at  the  lower  side  of  cH^ 

there  is  contraction,  or    negative  elongation,   and    for  these    y  is 

reckoned  as  negative. 

Now,  by  Hooke's  Law,  if  we  consider  a  small  prism  who  sides  are 
the  fibres  emanating  from  points  on  a  very  small  area,  da,  at  the 
point  P,  the  stress  of  this  prism  {assumed  whoUy  longtiudincil)  is 

Ey 


—^da, 
P 


.  JSy" 


W 


The  moment  of  this  force  about  cl£  is  — ^  da- ;  therefore  the  sum  of 

P 

JB 
these  moments  all  over  the  section  AHB  is  — /t^da,  or 

JSI 
—  > 

P 

where  /  is  the  Moment  of  Inertia  of  the  section  AHB  about  the 
line  eE.     [See  the  second  paragraph  of  p.  432.] 

Remark,  If  the  end  of  a  beam  merely  rest  against  a  fixed  surface, 
there  will  be  no  Bending  Moment  at  this  end,  and  p  =  00  at  it. 
But  if  the  end  is  tangentially  fixed,  there  will  be  a  Bending  Moment 
at  it,  and  its  curvature  will  not  be  zero. 

9.  A  uniform  slightly  elastic  beam  rests,  in  non-limiting  equi- 
librium, with  one  end  on  the  ground  and  the  other  against  a  vertical 
wall,  the  vertical  plane  through  the  beam  being  at  right  angles  to 
the  wall ;  find  the  form  of  the  mean  fibre  of  the  beam.  Let  AB 
(Fig.  308)  be  the  beam  ;  GN  the  vertical  through  its  centre  of  gravity, 
& ;  R  and  S  the  reactions  of  the  ground  and  wall ;  0  the  angle  made 
by  R  with  the  vertical ;  a  the  angle  which  the  tangent  to  the  beam 
at  A  makes  with  the  horizon ;  h  and  k  the  distances.  Ax  and  Bx, 
of  the  extremities  from  the  line  of  intersection  of  the  ground  and  wall. 
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Let  P  be  any  point  in  the  beam,  at  which  we  shall  calculate  the 
Bending  Moment,  i.e.  the  sum  of  the  moments  of  all  the  forces  acting 

on  the  beam  between  P  and  A ; 
let  the  horizontal  and  vertical 
lines  through  A  be  taken  as 
axes  of  X  and  y;  let  Q  be  any 
point  between  P  and  A)  let 
the  co-ordinates  of  P  and  Q  be 
(»,  y)  and  (a/,  y),  respectively ; 
let  the  original  length  of  the 
beam  be  /,  and  its  weight  W, 

Then  the  weight  of  an  ele- 
ment of  length,  (2/,  at   Q  is 

W 

-J  dtty  and  the  moment  of  this 


VJT 


Fig.  308. 


force  tending  to  produce  curva- 
ture at  P  round  a  line  (such  as 


cH  in  Fig.  307)  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of  the  figure  is 

Also  the  moment  of  B,  about  this  axis  is 

R  (a;  cos  0— y  sin  <f>). 

Hence  if  p  is  the  radius  of  curvature  of  the  mean  fibre  at  P,  we 
have  ^i  }fr 

—  =  2?(a5cos<^— ysin0) — j-fi^  —  ^dt^^  (1) 

the  integration  being  performed  from  ii  to  P. 

If  P  is  taken  very  close  to  Ay  the  Bending  Moment  on  the  right 
side  of  (1)  is  zero,  therefore  p  at  il  =  00,  Le.  A  is  a  point  of 
inflexion ;  and  B  is  also  a  point  of  inflexion  for  a  similar  reason. 

Assume  y  =  ajtana  +  a3a'  +  a,jc*+a.a?'...,  (2) 

where  a^tCL^^  Of^y  '"  are  all  very  small  quantities;    there  being  no 

term  in  x^  since  ;74-=  0  (p  =  00)  at  il. 

From  (2),  we  find 

da 

^  =  seca  +  sina(3a3a^  +  4a4as'  +  5aQaE^+...) 

--^  =  6a8a:+12a^a^+20a5a'-f.... 

Cm? 

d^y 


Now-  = 
9 


d^ 


[■+(|)']* 


;  and  if  we  neglect  products  of  o^,  a^,  .., 


we  shall  have  -  =  cos'a(6a8a:+12a^a:*  +  20a5a:'+ ...). 

P 
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Also 

I    («— aOjZ/'^^  Jas^seca  +  jossina.a^  +  ^a^sina  .a5"+.... 

Making  these  substitutions  in  (1),  and  equating  to  zero  tbe  co- 
efficient of  every  power  of  oj,  we  have 

_^  2? sin 0 (cot 0— tana) 

6  i?/ cos' a  ' 

W 

24  Z-^/ cos*  a' 

while  a^,  a^,.-*  ^^re  of  the  order  j-^rr\2  wid  may  be  neglected. 


«s  = 


«4=- 


d^y 


{Elf 


Also  at  the  extremity  By  -j-^  must  be  zero  ;  therefore 

(for 

a5  +  2Aa^  =  0; 

and  the  equation  of  the  mean  fibre  is 

W 


y  =:  as  tana + 


(2^05*— SB*)  sec*  a. 


2UEI 
By  putting  k  and  h  for  ^  and  x,  this  equation  gives 


tana  = 

A      24AZ^/ 


sec*  a. 


Putting  8eca= 7^ in  the  small  term,  we  get 

k     wr* 

where  V  is  used  for  Vl^-^-hf, 

Substituting  this  value  of  a  in  the  equation  of  the  mean  fibre,  we 

2'=A^-2iiA^^^^"^^+*^^' 

1 


which  is  the  equation  of  the  mean  fibre,  to  the  first  power  of 


EI 


It  will  be  easily  found  that  AN,  the  abscissa  of  the  centre  of  gravity 
of  the  beam,  is  ^  WJc^ 


0(1  + 


r) 


2^"  •  %oiEr 

10.  A  rigid  bar  is  supported  nearly  horizontally  on  three  given 
vertical  props  which   are   slightly 
elastic  ;  to  determine  the  pressures 
09  these  props. 

Suppose  that  the  props  are  fixed 
in  the  ground  at  2>,  Ey  and  F  (Fig* 
309),  and  their  extremities  were 
originally  a,  6,  c,  which  are  in  a 
horizontal  line ;  but  that  when  the  «. 

shrinking  has    taken   place,   their  ^*   ^* 

extremities,  A,  B,  C7,  lie  in  a  line  slightly  inclined  to  the  horizon. 


D 
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Let  their  original   lengths  be  p,  q,  r,  so  that  Aa=  bp,   Bh  =  hq, 
Cc  =  br;  let  the  pressures  on  them  &t  A,  B,  and  C  be  P,  Q,  and  R ; 
let  G  be  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  bar  and  W  its  weight. 
Then  we  have 

P+Q^R=W,  and  P.GA-^Q.GB'-R.GC ^0,  (1) 

the  second  being  obtained  by  moments  about  G, 

Now  if  the  areas  of  the  normal  sections  of  the  props  are  a,  fi,  y, 
we  have  (Art.  387) 

^^e'A    ^  =  b'-1.    ?-=b'A  (2) 

a  PR  q        7  r 

supposing  that  Young's  modulus  is  the  same  for  all. 

Again,  we  must  express  the  fact  that  ABC  is  a  right  line.  Drawing 
through  C  a  parallel  to  abe,  we  have 

bp-br  _  AC 
bq^br'^'BC' 

.-.     BC.bp-AC.bq-hAB.br^O,  (3) 

or,  by  (2),  ^l__p^l_Q4.__2?=:0.  (4) 

The  three  equations  (1)  and  (4)  determine  P,  Q,  R, 

11.  A  heavy  rigid  slab  is  supported  nearly  horizontally  on  four 
given  vertical  props  ;  to  determine  the  pressures  on  these  props. 

Let  A,  Bj  C,  D  he  the  upper  ends  of  the  props  when  the  shrinking 
has  taken  place ;  let  the  original  lengths  of  the  props  be  p,  q,  r,  s; 
let  the  perpendiculars  from  A  and  C  on  the  diagonal  BD  be  p^  and 
/;  let  those  from  B  and  2>  on  ilC  be  ^  and  / ;  let  the  perpen- 
diculars from  G,  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  slab,  on  AC  and  BD  be 
X  and  yi  let  P,  Q,  R,  S  he  the  pressures  on  the  props,  whose 
sections  are  a,  /3,  y,  b,  respectively ;  and  let  W  =  weight  of  slab. 
Then  we  have  obviously  the  statical  equations 

P  +  Q^R  +  S=W,  P/-i.:/-raj  =  0,  e^-^/+Fy  =  0,  (1) 

[G  is  supposed  to  lie  within  the  area  ADD]  the  two  latter  being 
equations  of  moments  round  BD  and  AC, 

We  must  now  express  the  fact  that  A,  By  C,  D  lie  in  one  plane. 

To  do  this  we  shall  calculate  the  vertical  descent,  b(,  of  the  point 
0  from  the  descents  of  A  and  C  and  also  from  those  of  B  and  D, 
Just  as  in  last  example,  we  have 

bp—br        AC  _|>'+^  ^f__f^bp-k-p^br 

'bf^r"^'OC^'~V     •'•      *""     /+/      ' 

Similarly  ^f  =  ^^^^'> 

therefore  ^  W^WSgH-y^a.^ 

P  +r  q  -k-s 


(2) 
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p        hp 

Also,  as  before,  —  =s  E  — ,  &c.,  therefore  (2)  becomes 

a  P 

The  four  equations  (1)  and  (3)  determine  the  pressures. 

12.  A  beam  rests  horizontally  on  anj  number  of  fixed  right  vertical 
props,  and  is  loaded  uniformly  between  each  successiye  pair  of  props. 
Prove  that  if  A^,  A^,  A^  are  any  three  successive  props  the  bending 
stress  couples  of  the  beium  at  which  are  M^ ,  if, ,  if, ,  we  shall  have 

8(a  +  6)i/,  +  4ai/j  +  46i/,  =  tix»»  +  t(/6»,  (a) 

where  a  =  ii^ii, ,  6  =  J^ii,,  to  =  load  per  unit  length  over  A^  A^^ 

v{ •=-  load  per  unit  length  over  A^  A^, 

(This  is  known  as  the  Equation  of  Thru  Moments) 

Let  S^  and  S^  be  the  shearing  forces  in  normal  sections  just  in 

front  of  ilj  (that  is,  towards  A^  and  just  behind  it;  S^y  S^  the  shearing 

forces  in  normal  sections  just  in  front  of  A^  (i.e.  towards  A^  and  just 

behind  it ;  S^y  S^  the  shearing  forces  just  in  front  and  just  behind  A^. 
Take  A^  as  origin,  A^^  9a  axis  of  a?,  and  the  downward  vertical 

line  at  A^  as  axis  of  y.    Then  taking  any  point,  P,  on  the  beam  be- 

d*y 

tween  A^  and  ilj,  the  bending  stress  couple  at  this  point  is  ^EI-^ ; 

and  equating  to  this  the  sum  of  the  moments  of  the  forces  between 
P  and  -4g,  we  have  ,, 

.-.    EIy  —  El\xaa.x+\M^,7?'-'\S^.7?-\--^w3^,  (1) 

where  a  is  the  inclination  of  the  tangent  at  A^  to  A^y 

Similarly,  taking  a  point,  i^,  on  the  beam  between  A^  and  A^ ,  its 
co-ordinate  with  reference  to  A^^  as  axis  of  x  being  a/, 

.-.    ^//=-^/tana.cc'+ii/,.«'*-i^2'.«^+A«^«'*-       (2) 
Now  in  (1)  y  =  0  when  aj  =  a ;  and  in  (2)  y'  =  0   when  a?'  =  6. 
Hence  we  have  by  addition  of  (1)  and  (2)  with  these  substitutions 

i(a+6)if,-i(a»^,  +  6'/S;0+A(«'t^  +  ^'«^0  =  O.  (3) 

Again,  for  the  equilibrium  of  the  span   A^A^^  taking  moments 

about  il„  we  have         a.y,  =  if,-if,  +  |M««;  (4) 
and  by  moments  about  A^  for  the  equilibrium  of  A^  -4,, 

65/  =  if,-if,  +  iti7'6».  (6) 
Eliminating  S^  and  5/  from  (3),  (4),  (5)  we  have  (a). 

13.  If  the  beam  rests  on  three  props  only,  two  of  which  are  at  its 
extremities,  find  the  pressures. 

Put  ifi  =  0,  if,  =  0  ;  then  (a)  gives  if,,  and  (4),  (6)  give  aS„  S^'. 
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The  pressure  on  A^  is  fJoa—S^;   that  on  A^  is  S^  +  S/ ;  and  that  on 
ilj  is  u/b—S/, 

14.  A  weight  is  placed  on  an  ordinary  rectangalar  tahle  which  rests 
on  the  ground ;  calculate  the  pressures  on  the  four  legs,  supposing 
that  the  legs  may  be  treated  as  rigid  in  comparison  with  the  ground. 

Ana.  If  the  adjacent  sides  at  any  comer  A  are  6  and  a,  and  if  x 
and  y  are  the  distances  from  these  sides,  respectively,  of  the  point  of 
application  of  the  resultant  of  the  sustained  weight  and  the  weight  of 
the  table,  the  pressure  on  the  leg  through  A  is 

2  ^2     a      h^\ 
where  W  =  sum  of  sustained  weight  and  weight  of  table. 

15.  Prove  that  a  circular  cylinder  can  be  subject  to  the  strain 

(its  axis  being  axis  of  z)  provided  that  surface  stress  parallel  to  the 
axis  is  supplied. 

16.  Determine  the  components  of  strain  as  quadratic  functions  of 
the  co-ordinates  so  that  at  all  points  we  shall  have 

If,  =  2f,  =  T,  =  T,=  0; 

and  show  that  such  strain  will  require  the  application  of  external 
force  on  the  surface. 

Assume  «=/w  +  5y+r«+i{aa?'  +  fty"  +  c«'  +  2^«  +  2^aa?  +  2^ay), 
with  similar  values  of  v  and  to ;  then  let  the  equations  be  satisfied  at 
all  points,  i.e.  equate  to  zero  the  coefficient  of  each  variable.] 

[The  five  following  examples  were  communicated  to  the  Author  by 
the  late  Rev.  Professor  Townsend.] 

17.  A  horizontal  beam,  supported  at  both  ends,  being  loaded  with 
any  number  of  isolated  weights,  if  the  bending  moments  be  equal  at 
any  pair  of  contiguous  weights,  F  and  Q,  they  are  equal  throughout 
the  entire  interval  FQ, 

18.  A  uniform  load,  FQ,  is  moved  along  a  horizontal  beam  sup- 
ported at  both  ends,  A  and  B  ;  prove  that  at  a  given  point,  0,  in  the 
beam  the  bending  moment  will  be  greatest  when  FQ  occupies  such  a 

.  .      .,   ^  OF       OA 

position  that  -rr-r-  S=  -rr^zr  ' 

^  OQ       OB 

19.  A  uniform  beam  is  tcmgerUiaUy  Jtaxd  at  both  extremities  A 
and  B,  D  is  its  point  of  greatest  deflection,  C  is  the  foot  of  the 
perpendicular  from  D  on  AB]  X  is  any  point  in  the  line  AB ;  & 
perpendicular  to  AB  at  X  meets  the  bent  beam  in  Y  ^nd  the  circular 
arc  through  A^  D,  B  m  Z, 

Prove  that  ^_,     XZ^ 

20.  A  uniform  beam  is  supported  by  four  equidistant  props,  two  of 
which  are  terminal ;  prove  that  the  two  points  of  inflection  of  its 
middle  segment  lie  on  the  horizontal  line  of  the  props. 
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21.  A  uniform  beam,  AB,  is  supported  horizontally  at  two  points,  C 
and  Dy  in  its  length,  C  being  adjacent  to  A  and  D  to  B.  Prove  that 
if  two  circles  be  described  with  C  and  D  for  centres  and  CA  and  DB 
for  radii,  respectively,  the  two  points  of  inflexion  of  the  beam  are  the 
two  limiting  points  of  the  coaxal  system  determined  by  the  circles. 

894.]  DeterminatoneBS  of  Strain.  If  the  external  bodily  and 
surface  forces  applied  to  a  given  elastic  solid  are  given^  the  state  of 
strain  is  completely  determinate — that  is,  there  cannot  be  two 
different  states  of  strain  corresponding  to  these  data. 

For,  if  possible,  let  there  be  two  different  states  of  strain, 
(fl,  i,  c,  2*j,  2*2,  2*3)  and  (a',  b\  /,  2*/.  2*2',  2*3')  expressing 
the  strain  components  at  the  same  point  P  in  these  two  different 
states.  Reverse  all  the  external  forces  and  all  the  components 
of  strain  in  the  second  state,  and  superpose  this  reversed  state  on 
the  first.  Thus  we  have  the  body  acted  upon  by  no  external 
forces  whatever,  and  yet  strained,  the  typical  components  of  the 
strain  being  d  —  a', . . . ,  2  (^^ — s^^ ....  Now  the  Potential  Work  of 
the  stresses  is  equal  to  that  of  the  external  forces,  which  is  zero ; 
hence  we  have  /<^rfl2  =  0, 

where  20  has  the  value  obtained  by  putting  a —a', ... ,  *i— */,  for 
a, ... ,  s^y ...  in  (a),  Art.  392.  But  <^  cannot  possibly  vanish  except 
by  the  vanishing  of  all  the  components  of  strain  individually, 
since  it  consists  of  the  sum  of  a  number  of  squares.  We  must 
therefore  have  cf  =  a^  &c. ;  that  is,  the  second  state  is  identical 
with  the  first. 

In  any  case,  therefore,  in  which  a  given  body  is  acted  upon  by 
given  external  forces  and  couples,  if  we  find,  by  trial  or  otherwise, 
any  one  system  of  values  of  the  displacements,  u^  v,  w,  satisfying 
the  equations  of  equilibrium,  we  are  assured  that  these  constitute 
the  only  solution  of  the  problem. 

395.]  Difibrential  Equations  for  Displacements.  If  in  the 
equations  of  equilibrium  of  an  element  (p.  411)  we  substitute  the 
values  o! N^y  N^^  &c.,  given  in  equations  (7),  p.  435,  we  have 

(a+m)^  +  mV««  =  -pJ,  (1) 

(A  +  M)^+MV^t;  =  -pr.  (2) 

dA 

(A  +  M)^+MV«ir  =  -p^,  (3) 

VOL.  II.  G  g 
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which  are  the  differential  equations  from  which  the  values  of 
u,  V,  w  must  be  found.  Their  integrals  will  involve  arbitrary 
constants  which  must  be  found  from  the  components  of  external 
force  applied  on  the  bounding  surface  of  the  body.  Thus,  if 
/,  m,  n  are  the  direction-cosines  of  the  normal  to  the  surface  at  a 
point  where  the  components  of  external  force  are  Pq,  Qq,  Rq, 
we  must  have 

/(Ad+2/ia)  +  2/i(«W3-f  jMg)  =  7J, 

with  two  similar  equations. 

Whenever  the  strain  is  pure,  the  general  equations  (l),  (2),  (3) 

do 

can  be  expressed  in  a  single  equation.  For  in  this  case  V  if  =  ^  > 
so  that  (1)  becomes  ^^ 

and  the  three  equations  of  equilibrium  are  precisely  the  same  in 
forms  as  those  of  a  perfect  fluid.  They  are,  of  course,  all  contained 
in  the  single  equation 

(A  +  2fx)  d0  =  ''p{Xdx  +  Tdy  +  Zdz),  (5) 

the  direction  in  which  the  differentials  are  taken  being  any 
whatever. 

When,  in  addition,  the  external  forces  have  a  Potential,  F,  the 
equation  becomes  simply 

(A  +  2/ui)rfd= -prfr,  (6) 

so  that  if  the  body  is  homogeneous, 

(\  +  2fx)  d  +  pT  =  constant.  (7) 

Also  in  this  case  d  =  V^(^  where  ^  is  the  strain  potential,  so 
that  <f>  is  obtained  from  the  equation 

V**  +  7-^  V  =  const.  (8) 

If  cylindrical  co-ordinates  are  used,  let  the  displacements  of 
the  co-ordinates  z^  f,  <f>  (p/282)  be  denoted  by  «?,/?,  e,  respectively. 
Then  we  have 

d  .  d      sm<f>  d 

d         .        d      cos  <f>  d 

dy  dC       C   d<t> 

„^      d^      d^       I  d       Id*,  «,«, 

^   =^^  +  ^^+C^C"'c^^^'    (see  p.  282) 
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and  since  u  =  jdcob^  — cCsin^,  v  =  jDsin^  +  cCcoB^,  we  have 

dip     dp      rfe      p 
dz^  dC     d4>^C 

and  by  sabstitnting  these  new  operators  in  (1),  (2),  (3)  we  obtain 
the  differential  equations  in  cylindrical  co-ordinates.  The  cases 
to  which  cylindrical  and  spherical  c<M)rdinates  apply  with 
special  simplicity^  are,  however,  mnch  better  treated  by  first 
using  the  Cartesian  equations  instead  of  the  general  equations 
for  cylindrical  and  spherical  co-ordinates  (the  latter  being  very 
complicated  and  unwieldy)  and  then  using  the  cylindrical  or 
spherical  operations  which  are  equivalent  to  V,  &;c. — a  procedure 
which  is  illustrated  in  the  solution  of  some  of  the  following 
problems. 


EZAMPLXS. 

1.  To  deduce  the  traction  and  torsion  displacements  of  an  elliptic 
cylinder. 

For  a  cylinder  or  prism  having  any  curve  whatever  for  base,  take 
the  axis  of  the  cylinder  or  prism  as  axis  of  z^  and  any  two  rectangular 
axes  at  the  centre  of  the  fixed  base  as  axes  of  x  and  y.  At  any  point 
on  the  lateral  surfieice  let  the  normal  make  an  angle  yjr  with  the  axis 
of  X.  Then,  since  there  is  no  stress  whatever  on  the  tangent  plane 
at  any  point  on  the  lateral  surface,  we  have 

iVj'co8V^  +  7;sin^  =  0,  (1) 

T;co8^  +  ir,8in^  =  0,  (2) 

rjCOsV^  +  ^jsin^znO.  (3) 

These  hold  equally  for  torsion  and  traction.  For  both  cases  also 
we  have  internal  differential  equations  obtained  by  putting 

in  (1),  (2),  (3),  p.  449. 

Now,  whatever  be  the  shape  of  the  base,  the  values 

u  =  —ax,    V  =  —ay,    to  =  c«,  (4) 

satisfy  all  these  equations  if  the  constants  a  and  c  are  properly 
related.  For  these  values  given  at  once  T^=z  T^=:  T^=  0,  and  to 
satisfy  (1),  (2),  (3)  completely  we  have  only  to  make  J^T^  =  iV,  =  0, 
i.e.,  to  take  .   . 

l  =  2i±i^.  (5) 

a  fi  ' 

Also  the  values  (4)  satisfy  the  internal  differential  equations. 

Finally,  if  a  force  F  is  applied  to  the  second  end  of  the  cylinder 

Gga 
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or  prism,  and  if  /S  is  the  area  of  this  hase,  -^  is  the  intensity  of  stress 

on  this  end,  which  must  be  equal  to  ^3,  that  is, 

F 
\(c-2a)  +  2/uic  =  -^-  (6) 

From  (5),  (6)  we  have 

_         \+/ui  #      F  ^        __  \k F^ 

For  a  *■  perfect  solid '  \  =  /ui  =  f  ^,  and  these  become 

^   F         _    F 

as  they  ought  by  Art.  386. 

Consider  now  the  torsion  of  the  prism.     Assume 

U  =  —Tt/Z,      V  =  TXZj  (A) 

where  t  is  a  constant  (evidently  the  rate  of  twist),  the  value  of  w 
being  undetermined.     These  give 

yt      dw     _  ,dw         .     _  ,dw         X    m 

Hence  (1)  and  (2)  require  i^j  =  iV^,  =  0,  and  therefore 

We  have  then  from  (3) 

(^-i-y)  cos V^+(^  +Ta)  sin V^  =  0,  (8) 

while  the  equations  of  internal  equilibrium  reduce  to  V*  10  =  0,  or 

^  +  ^  =  «-  <') 

The  equation  of  the  base  (or  transverse  section)  being  f{x,  y)  =  0, 
we  may  write  (8)  in  the  form 

,dw        .  df      ,dw         xdf      ^  ,^_. 

The  equations  (9)  and  (10)  hold  for  the  torsion  of  any  prism  or 
cylinder  whatever  be  the  nature  of  its  transverse  section ;  and  the 
problem  simply  reduces  to  determining  icr  as  a  function  of  x  and  y 
so  as  to  satisfy  these  two  equations. 

Take,  in  particular,  the  case  of  an  elliptic  cylinder,  so  that 

and  (10)  becomes 

--  ,dw         .  ,  ,dw        V         ^ 


TC' 


which  is  obviously  satisfied  by  w  = j — rj  •  xy,  which  also  satisfies  (9). 
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Now  let  G  be  the  moment  of  the  twisting  couple  applied  at  the 
free  end,  the  base  being  supposed  fixed,  or  fi^M  and  also  acted  upon 
by  a  couple  —O.  Consider  the  equilibrium  of  the  portion  of  the 
cylinder  included  between  the  free  end  and  any  transverse  section 
of  the  cylinder.  Then  the  sum  of  the  moments  of  the  stresses  on 
this  section  about  the  axis  of  the  cylinder  must  be  equal  to  O,  Let 
x,  y  be  the  co-ordinates  of  any  point  on  the  section  and  dS  the 
element  of  area  at  the  point.     Then  the  moment  of  the  stress  is 

so  that  Jl-J{aV+l^^dS^^. 

or  T  = rrr  — 

Therefore  the  strain  components  in  a  twisted  elliptic  cylinder  are 

Hence  in  a  twisted  circular  cylinder  the  transverse  sections  remain 
plane ;  but  they  do  not  remain  so  in  an  elliptic  cylinder. 

It  will  be  easily  found  that  the  resultant  shearing  stress,  ^T^* + T,^ 
in  the  transverse  section,  at  any  point  on  the  sur&ce  is 

2G   1 


—  f 


vab  p 

where  p  is  the  central  perpendicular  on  the  tangent  line  to  the 
ellipse,  so  that  this  stress  is  greatest  at  the  extremity  of  the  minor 
axis  of  the  section. 

The  torsional  rigidity  of  a  solid  elliptic  cylinder  is 

2.  Determine  the  strains  in  a  twisted  rectangnlar  prism. 

Let  the  sides  of  the  rectangle  be  2  a,  25.    Then  the  equations  to 

be  satisfied  are        ,«         ,« 

aw     d^uf 

;^  +  ^  =  ^'  ^^^^^^'^  (1) 

—  — Ty  =  0,    whena5=+a;  (2) 

—.  -f-TSB  =  0,    when  y  =  ±5 ;  (8) 

ay 

the  second  and  third  being  the  equivalent  of  (10)  of  last  example. 
For    simplicity,  assume  to  =  Ta?y+ w'.      Then  -^  +  -^  =  0, 

du/  ,  dw  r»  1  .    r 

-7-  =  0  when  a?  =  +a,  and  -j-  =  — 2Ta5  when  y  =  ±0. 
dx  —ay 

To  satisfy  the  first,  assume 

v/=  A  (<"•>'—«"""•'')  sin  mx. 
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IT 

Then  the  second  equation  requires  9na  =  (2n+l)-,  so  that 

u>=A^U         **•— <  *<»>sin(2n+l)  — >  (4) 

and  the  complete  value  of  v/  will  be  found  bj  giving  n  all  values 
from  0  to  00,  and  adding  all  the  terms  together. 

The  last  equation  of  condition  for  to'  gives  the  following  equation, 
which  is  to  be  an  identity  (as  a  Fourier  development), 

—  2Taj= -S(2n+l)i«cosh(2n+l)|-sin(2w+l)^»        (5) 

in  which  the  hyperbolic  cosine  is  used  for  shortness,  as  in  the  formula 
i  («♦  +  e~*)  =  cosh  <j> ;     \  («♦—<"♦)  =  sinh  4>» 

To  determine  -4,,,  multiply  both  sides  of  (6)  by  sin  (2n+ 1)  —  <fc, 

and  integrate  between  x  =  0  and  a?  =  a,  exactly  as  in  the  develop- 
ment of  a  Fourier  series.  Then  we  have  all  the  terms  on  the  right 
vanishing  except  A^;  and  hence 

16  ran- 1)''-^^  ,fix 

^n ;;^-  (6) 

(2»+l)Vcosh(2n+l);r- 
^  ^  2a 

Substituting  this  in  (4),  we  have 

00  »  sinh(2w+l)^.sin(2«+l)^ 

u>  ,  32a«      »  ^      ^   ^2a        ^      ^    '2a      ,  . 

(2«+l)»co8h(2n+l)|^ 

the  suffixes  indicating  that  n  is  to  receive  all  values  from  0  to  00. 

The  vsjue  of  r  is  to  be  obtained  from  the  magnitude  of  the  ex- 
ternally applied  couple,  G,  producing  the  torsion.     Thus 

/{xT,-yT,)dS^O,  (8) 

in  which  the  integral  expresses  the  sum  of  the  moments  of  the  stresses 
on  any  transverse  section  about  the  axis  of  the  prism. 

Now  j?\  =  M  (-7-  +  Tx)  and  2^,  =  jui  (^ —  ry) ;  and  if  for  brevity  we 
write  the  value  of  w  in  (7)  in  the  form 

^=  ay +25.  sinh  my.  sin  «.», 
we  have 

Q 

—  =  2j*x^dS—  2  mB^ff  (y  sinh  my  cos  mx  — »  sin  mx  cosh  wy)  dxdy^ 

the  limits  of  a?  being  +a,  and  those  of  y  being  +6. 
The  double  integral  is  easily  found  to  be 

4  (  —  1)*^-  (— -  cosh  tnh r  sinh  mh\ 
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while  J'a?dS  =  ^«?i-    Hence  substitating  for  m  and  B^,  we  have 

^^_,a-0+      ^      -^,(2«+l)«       ^    -^0        (2n+l/ 

Bat  it  is  a  known  trigonometrical  result  that 

-^«  (2nH-l)*'"96' 


Hence  finaUy.  |^       64a^- ^M2n-f  1)|-^ 

(2n+l)' 


and  we  have,  therefore,  the  components  of  strain,  (A),  p.  452,  at 
every  point  of  the  prism. 

The  right-hand  side  of  (9)  mnltiplied  by  G^  is  the  torsional  rigidity 
of  a  solid  rectangular  cylinder. 

These  results  are,  of  course,  due  to  Saint-Yenant  (see  his  edition 
of  Clebsch,  pp.  214,  &c.)  who  notices,  in  particular,  the  case  in  which 

the  transverse  section  is  a  very  elongated  rectangle  (^  very  small), 
and  that  in  which  it  is  a  square. 

G  a 

For  the  first  case,  we  get  —  =  160*6/1  (^ — 21  x  ^),  and  for  the 

square  ^ 

—  =  843462  X  /, 

T 

where  /  =  ^Tra^  =  the  moment  of  inertia  of  the  transverse  section 
about  the  axis  of  the  prism.  Contrast  these  with  the  result  (p.  442) 
for  a  circular  cylinder. 

3.  To  deteimine  the  strain  and  stress  at  any  point  of  a  spherical 
shell  of  any  thickness,  the  outer  and  inner  surfaces  of  which  are  each 
subject  to  uniformly  distributed  pressure. 

The  displacement  at  every  point  in  the  shell  is  necessarily  radial, 
by  symmetry ;  so  that,  if  r  is  the  central  radius  drawn  to  any  point 
of  its  substance, 

u  —  xf{r\     v  =  ^{r),     w=zzf(r),  (a) 

where  f{r)  is  some  unknown  function  of  r.  Hence  the  strain  is  pure, 
and  if  <f>  is  its  potential,  6  =  V(^.     But  by  (6),  p.  450, 

6  =:  A  =:  A  constant, 

there  being  no  external  bodily  forces.     Also 

d<t>  =  vdx + vdff + todz  =  rf{r)  dr, 

1    d       dd> 
so  that  <^  is  a  function  of  r  only.     Hence  V'^  =  -5  -3-  (*^;ir)»  ^y 

p.  281 ;  and  we  have  d  ,^d(l>.        .  , 


^=4^'-+?'  ^) 


where  B  is  another  constant. 
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Now  the  normal  stress,  P,  on  a  plane  perpendicular  to  the  radios 
vector  r  is  given  by  the  equation 

=  4(X+|M)-     ^;  (y) 

and  if  /),  'p'  are  the  intensities  of  pressure  at  the  outer  and  inner 

surfaces  of  the  sheU,  whose  radii  are  a,  cf^  respectively,  the  value 

of  P  in  (y)  is  — p  when  T'=^a^  and  its  value  is  — p'  when  r  =  a. 

From  these  A  and  B  are  then  determined,  and  thence  the  stress  on 

any  assigned  element  plane. 

» 

We  have  /(r)  =  J-4  +  -j ,  from  (;9),  and  thence  the  values  of  w,  v,  w 

in  (a).  *"^ 

For  a  plane  occupying  any  position 

^»= ^j— > 

with  similar  values  of  the  other  components. 

To  get  the  tearing  stress  at  any  point,  take  any  point  in  the  section 
made  by  the  plane  %y.     The  only  stress  on  this  plane  is  i^,,  which  is 

In  this  expression,  substituting  the  values  of  A  and  B  as  before 
determined,  and  denoting  the  intensity  of  the  tearing  stress  by  Q, 

we  have  ^/i.  _  ix      P  _  P    ,  v'^V 

which  shows  that  if  j^'>jp,  the  tendency  to  tear  is  a  maximum  at  the 
inner  surface. 

This  expression,  being  quite  independent  of  the  moduli  A  and  ft,  is 
the  same  whatever  be  the  isotropic  substance  of  which  the  shell  is 
made.  The  displacements  and  strains,  however,  do  depend  upon  A 
and  \L,     It  is  not  difficult  to  give  a  common  sense  reason  for  this. 

4.  To  calculate  the  strain  and  stress  at  any  point  of  a  sphere 
which  when  free  of  strain  is  homogeneous,  the  strain  being  produced 
by  its  self-attraction  alone  '*'. 

Let  p  be  the  density  of  the  sphere  when  homogeneous,  and  —  ^  the 
cubical  compression  at  any  point,  P,  of  the  heterogeneous  sphere. 
The  latter  sphere  will  consist  of  spherical  shells  each  of  constant 
density  /o(l — B\     Let  /  be  the  radius  of  any  one  of  these  shells 

*  For  the  sake  of  the  exemplification  of  some  points  of  general  theory,  I 
retain  the  solution  of  this  question  which  I  gave  in  the  third  edition.  Professor 
Williamson  has  kindly  sent  me  the  simpler  solution  which  follows  the  present  one. 
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and  V  the  valne  of  Q  on  the  shell.     Then  if  X  is  the  force  per  unit 
mass  produced  by  the  whole  sphere  at  P,  we  have 

2^=-'-^'£(l-e')r-dr,  (1) 

with  similar  values  of  T  and  Z,  where  r  is  the  distance  of  P  from 
the  centre,  0,  of  the  sphere.     We  may  put  this  into  the  form 

X  =  _  I ,  ypx  (1  _  ^Jyi^d,^.  (2) 

In  the  differential  equations  for  the  components  of  strain  (Art.  395) 
we  have  pX,  where  p  is  the  density  at  F,  i.e.  in  this  case  p{l—0). 
Hence  (1 )  of  Art  395  becomes 

(X+m)^  +MV't.  =  tiryA(l  -6-  ^Jyt^dt^),  (3) 

in  which  we  have  neglected  the  product  of  $  and  the  integral  term, 
since  6  is  everywhere  supposed  small. 

Differentiating  (3)  with  respect  to  x,  denoting,  for  simplicity,  the 

definite  integral  by  /,  and  observing  that  ;^  =  "  3I»  ^®  ^^® 

Adding  to  this  the  similar  results  in  v,  w,  and  observing  that 

^  V'«+  4-  V*»+  ^  V'w  =  V*e,  (6) 

dx  ay  dz 

"^^^""^         (A  +  2M)V»<»=4»y/,»(l-20-ir^).  (6) 

Expressing  the  operator  V  in  terms  of  r  (p.  281),  and  observing 
that  ^  is  a  fanction  of  r  only,  this  equation  becomes 

^^jp^r'-kp^Sre-3r  =  0,  (7) 

^]iere  ^  ==  — »  the  constant  c  being  a  linear  magnitude,  since 

^'^^       ^  force 

\  and  PL  are  each  of  the  form  n     gij.  \«  >  *^^  yP*  "  obviously  of  the 

same  nature.  ^     ^^' 

T 

By  assuming  r^  =  ^+  -i  equation  (7)  becomes 

.d^<b        d6 

Now  for  any  solid  body  e  is  an  enormously  great  magnitude,  so 
that  if  we  can  determine  ^  from  (8)  as  a  series  proceeding  by  inverse 
powers  of  6,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  take  the  first  two  terms. 
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At  the  centre  of  the  sphere  the  value  of  ^  is  zero,  while  -^  at  this 
point  is  unknown.     Let  {-^)  =  A,  and  determiDe  <t>  by  the  series 

Then<^o  =  0;   (^)=^;  (-^\^^>   ^d?\=--^^  •*'• 
Hence,  neglecting  -^  and  higher  powers  of  - ,  we  have 

supposing,  as  we  do,  that  no  values  of  r  within  the  limits  of  inte- 

eration  make  -  other  than  a  small  fraction.     Thus 

c 

0  =  i+A(l-^).  (9) 

Substitute  this  value  of  ^  in  (3),  and  we  have,  by  putting 

in  the  right-hand  side  and  neglecting  small  quantities  beyond  --^  s 

V'«  =  -  ^«,  (10) 

which  shows,  by  (/3),  p.  280,  that  u  may  be  calculated  by  regarding 
it  as  the  Potential  at  F  produced  by  matter  filling  the  sphere,  the 
density  of  this  matter  at  each  point,  i^,  being  given  by  the  equation 

/=j£^  (11) 

'^       27ryc«  ^     ' 

To  find  the  Potential  of  this  at  P,  consider  separately  the  part,  ii|, 
due  to  the  sphere  of  radius  OF,  and  the  part,  u.^,  due  to  the  shell 
contained  between  this  and  the  surface  of  the  whole  sphere,  whose 
radius  =  E,  suppose. 

We  have  then,  in  the  ordinary  notation, 

in  which  we  develop  -^^  in  a  series  of  Laplacians  ascending  by 

powers  of  — >  since  r'<r.  Putting  a/=  /  cos  ^= /fi^  and  re- 
membering that,  by  Art.  351,  since    yf  is  a  surface  harmonic  of 
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the  first  degree,  the  only  term  in  the  series  that  will  not  vanish 
in  the  doahle  integration  in  ^i'  and  ^'^  is  that  in  Z^,  we  have 


«*!  = 


2irc*. 


£i  /''m'A^m'^*' 


lOirc" 

2A 
=  15^^*'  ^  (^)'  P-  354.  (13) 

1  r 

To  get  u,  we  most  develop  ^^  in  (12)  in  ascending  powers  of  --^  • 

As  hefore,  the  only  term  of  the  Laplacian  series  that  will  not  vanish 
is  that  in  L^ ;  also  the  limits  of  t^  are  r  and  B,    Hence  we  find 

«.=^  («'-'*)».  (H) 

Adding  (13)  and  (14),  we  have 

«  =  ^(^-1 A  (15) 

with  similar  values  of  v  and  w. 

Now  with  regard  to  the  physical  and  analytical  conditions  to  be 
satisfied  by  u,  v,  w,  it  is  obvious,  d  priori,  that  their  values  at  the 
centre  of  the  sphere  must  vanish ;  that  they  must  make  the  dis- 
placement at  every  point,  P,  radial  (i.e.  along  FO)  ;  that  they  must 
give  zero  value  to  the  stress  at  every  point  on  the  bounding  sur&ce, 
since  we  have  supposed  the  sphere  to  be  uninfluenced  from  without ; 
and  that  they  must  satisfy  the  identity 

du      dv      duf      ^  ..V 

^  +  ^  +  ^=^-  <^) 

Observe  particularly  that  we  have  not  in  our  investigation  made 
use  of  (A)  but  merely  of  a  more  general  relation  (5),  which  will 
be  equally  well  satisfied  if  any  three  functions,  Xn  Xs>  Xt>  ®^^ 
satisfying  the  equation  V*<f>  =  0,  are  added  to  u,  v,  to. 

Now  it  will  be  found  that  (15)  and  the  two  analogous  values  of 
V  and  iv  satisfy  (A),  and  all  the  other  conditions  just  enunciated 
except  that  of  making  the  components  IJ^^-^mT^-^-nT^,  &c.,  vanish 
at  the  surfiBMre. 

Let  us  add  an  arbitrary  term  Bx  to  (15),  and  try  whether  all  the 
required  conditions  are  satisfied  by  the  values 

«  =  ||(^-fO+ife.  (16) 

f  =  ^(i?*-|»^+^y.  (17) 

M,  =  j^(I?-if^+Bz.  (18) 
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Satisfying  (A),  we  have  from  (9) 

(l-J)il-3^+i  =  0.  (19) 

Again,  i^,  =  x|l  +  ^{l-5)|+2M|^+^(^-tr»-f«*)}, 

and  r,=  -i^ay;     r,=  -i^«a;, 

with  similar  values  of  the  other  stress  components;   and  since  the 
stress  on  any  tangent  plane  is  zero,  we  most  have 

iV^j»+r,y  +  r,«=:0  (20) 

when  r  =  i?,  two  similar  equations  also  holding. 

Now  we  find  that  x  disappears  from  (20),  which  reduces  to 

|^(l-5)-^5|^  +  2M2»+iA  =  0.  (21) 

the  other  two  equations  giving  also  this  result. 

Hence  all  the  conditions  of  the  problem  can  be  satisfied  by  the 
values  (16),  &c.,  the  constants  A  and  B  being  determined  from  (19) 
and  (21). 

We  easily  find,  to  the  order  of  approximation  adopted, 

15X+14M     JP 
^-~15(3\  +  2m)'?'  ^^^) 

2c'(        *  3A  +  2/1        )  ^     ' 

As  a  verification,  suppose  that  the  sphere  was  a  mass  of  incom- 
pressible fluid.  Then  \  =  00,  d  =  0,  but  \6  =  —p,  where  p  is  the 
intensity  of  pressure  at  any  point  (Art.  391);  and  (24)  gives 

which  can  be  deduced  at  once  from  the  fundamental  equations  of 
Hydrostatics. 

Professor  Williamson  solves  this  problem  by  the  obvious  principle 
that  the  strain  at  every  point  is  pure,  and  by  applying  at  once 
equation  (6),  p.  450.     Thus  we  have 


s=-Tr(>-»')^*'. 
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dV  . 
since  — —  is  the  attraction  intensity.     Hence 

neglecting  a  term  of  the  second  order  in  6, 

To  integrate  this,  let  r  =:  c(  where  f  is  very  small,  since  e  is  very 
great  compared  with  r.     Hence 

Now  this  equation  is  unaltered  if  we  change  the  sign  of  (;  there- 

r» 
fore  ^  is  a  function  of  f ',  L  e.  of  -3  >  and  we  may,  therefore,  assume 

where  m  and  n  are  undetermined  constants.   Substituting  this  in  (25), 
we  get  ii»  +  n  =  ^,  om  =  },  since  m  is  necessarily  very  small. 
Hence,  since  V'^  =  0,  where  (f)  is  the  strain  potential, 

the  constant  of  integration  being  rejected  since,  if  it  existed,  the 

radial  displacement  -3^  would  be  00  at  the  centre. 

dr 

Now  the  principal  stresses,  F,  Q,  Q,  at  any  point  are  given  by  the 

equations  ^2^ 

and  expressing  the  fact  that  the  stress  vanishes  at  the  surface  of  the 
sphere,  we  have  BK  +  6,x  IP 

which  gives  0  as  in  (24),  and  also  gives 

firom   which,  of  course,  the  strain  displacements  follow  by  differ- 
entiation. 

5.  Determine  the  strain  and  stress  at  any  point  in  a  Planetary 
Crust  of  uniform  thickness  and  density,  surrounding  a  uniform 
spherical  nucleus. 
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Let  p  be  the  density  of  the  crust,  a  its  outer  and  b  its  inner  radius, 
and  (n+  1)  /}  the  density  of  the  nucleus. 

In  this  case  also  the  displacement  at  every  point  is  radial  and  the 
strain  pure. 

Hence,  if  V  is  the  attraction  potential  at  any  point, 

But  —  -J-  is  the  attraction  intensity,  and  is  therefore 
of 

Hence  ^dO  nit^ 

with  the  same  meaning  of  c'  as -in  the  last  example.   If  <f>  is  the  strain 
potential,  v'^  =  ^»  hence 

where  A  and  B  are  constants.     Now  the  radial  stress  is  Xd+  2fi--r^, 

df^ 

and  if  the  outer  and  inner  surfaces  of  the  shell  are  subject  to  pressure 

intensities  p,  |/,  we  have 

from  which  A  and  B  are  known. 

6.  In  the  case  of  a  spherical  envelope  of  small  thickness  subject 
to  uniform  intensities  of  pressure  inside  and  outside,  if  jT  is  the 
tearing  stress  per  unit  length  perpendicular  to  a  meridian,  show  from 
elementary  principles  that 

where  r  is  the  radius  and  F  the  excess  of  outward  intensity  of 
pressure. 

Deduce  this  result  from  (14),  example  3. 

7.  A  spherical  shell  of  copper,  whose  internal  radius  is  1  decimetre 
and  thickness  i  centimetre,  is  filled  with  a  gas  at  an  intensity  of 
pressure  of  20  atmospheres,  the  outside  being  subject  to  atmospheric 
pressure ;  find  the  radial  displacement  of  a  point  on  the  inner  surface, 
being  given  the  following  data  :— 

Modulus  of  compression  for  copper  =  16*84  x  10^^  dynes  per 
sq.  cm.;  modulus  of  shear  =  4-47  x  10";  1  atmosphere  =  1-014  x  10' 
dynes  per  sq.  cm. 

Ana.  The  displacement  is  -010146  millimHres. 
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396.]  Constants  of  Elasticity.  Abandoning  now  the  special 
case  of  an  isotropic  body,  let  us  consider  the  values  of  the  stress 
components  iV^,  iVg*  •••  produced  in  any  body  by  a  strain  whose 
components  are  a^  b,  c,  2s^y  2s2,  2s^.  Assuming  the  stress  com- 
ponents to  be  each  a  linear  function  of  the  components  of  strain, 
it  is  clear  that  if  any  two  states  of  strain  were  superposed,  their 
corresponding  components  of  stress  would  be  superposed,  and 
there  would,  therefore,  be  a  superposition  and  independence  of 
stress  and  strain  effects  in  such  a  body;  so  that,  for  example, 
two  separate  causes  of  equal  states  of  stress  would,  if  superposed, 
produce  both  double  the  stress  and  double  the  strain.  M.  de 
Saint-Venant  justifies  the  assumption  of  this  linear  relation  in 
general  (see  p.  40  of  his  edition  of  Clebsch).  If  the  linear 
relation  did  not  hold,  there  would  be  no  superposition  of  effects 
due  to  two  or  more  identical  causes,  of  such  a  nature  that,  while 
they  all  act,  each  produces  the  same  effect  as  if  the  other  causes 
were  non-existent.  As  we  have  in  view  the  luminiferous  ether 
and  the  possible  propagation  of  gravitation  by  means  of  stress  in 
an  ethereal  medium,  we  shall  assume  this  linearity,  as  perfectly 
justified  by  the  observed  independence  and  superposition  of 
luminous  and  gravitative  effects. 

Thus  we  shall  have  the  stress  components  expressed  by 
equations  of  the  form 

where  ^n/^s^...  are  constant  quantities,  each  of  the  nature  of 
force  per  unit  area,  depending  on  the  nature  of  the  strained 
medium.  Thus  N^  involves  6  constants  of  elasticity,  and  each 
of  the  other  five  components  of  stress  involves  also  6  constants, 
so  that,  apparently,  the  stress  components  at  any  point  depend 
on  36  constants  of  elasticity. 

But  the  stress  components  have  been  proved  (Art.  384)  to  be 
related  in  every  medium  without  exception  in  such  a  manner  that 

JVirfa  +  ^'2*  +  iV3rf^+ 2  71^1  +  272^*2 +2^3/^3  =  ^0,      (2) 

where  <f>  is  a  function — evidently  a  homogeneous  quadratic 
function — of  the  strain  components.     Hence 

db        da  0*2  da  ^  ^ 


464  ANALYSIS    OF   STRAINS    AND   STRESSES,  [396. 

Le.  the  coefficient  of  b  in  N^^  is  the  same  as  that  of  a  in.  N^,  &c. ; 
so  that  we  have  15  identities  among  the  36  coefficients. 

Hence,  far  any  medium  whatever,  the  principle  of  the  conservation 
of  energy  showe  that  the  greatest  number  of  independent  coefficients 
of  elasticity  is  21. 

We  have,  therefore,  the  following  table : 

^Z=P2    «  +A*  +  «3<?  +  ^3*1  +  ^3%  +  ^s\ >  (7) 

Ti=:t^    a  +  t^b-ht^C    +  VjS^  +  ?3*2  +  ?2*8»  (») 

^2  =  V  «  +  ^2'*  +  V^  +  ?3*1  +  ^2*2  +  ?1*3>  (9) 

^3  =  ^/'«+^2''*  +  V'<?  +  ?2*l+?l*2  +  V3-  (10) 

In  the  view  of  English  physicists,  no  farther  redaction  below 
these  21  can  be  effected  in  the  coefficients,  onless  the  mediam 
possesses  some  one  or  more  kinds  of  stractaral  symmetry.  M. 
de  Saint- Venant,  however,  strongly  maintains  that,  without  any 
sach  stractaral  symmetry,  a  farther  redaction  to  15  coefficients 
is  always  possible ;  and  he  bases  this  redaction  on  the  &ct  (denied 
by  Green)  that  the  action  between  any  two  molecules  is  a 
function  solely  of  the  distance  between  these  two  molecules, 
depending  in  no  way  on  the  presence  of  neighbouring  molecules.'^ 
The  consideration  of  this  farther  redaction  we  postpone  for  a 
moment,  and  we  proceed  to  find  the  simplifications  introduced 
by  the  supposition  of  various  kinds  of  symmetry  of  structure  in 
the  body. 

Symmetry  with  respect  to  a  plane.  Suppose  that  all  along  a  line 
perpendicular  to  a  plane  xy  the  structure  of  the  body  is 
constant;  then  the  constants  in  (5), ...  wiU  be  each  a  function 
of  X  and  y  only  (not  involving  z). 

Now,  in  general,  if  we  produce  the  axis  of  z  backwards  through 
the  origin,  and  take  this  production  as  the  axis  of  z,  retaining 
the  ales  of  x  and  y,  the  new  co-ordinates  and  displacements  at  a 
given  point  P  will  be  expressed  in  terms  of  their  old  values  by 
the  equations 

so  that  c  remains  unaltered,  and  s^  and  s^  both  change  sig^. 

*  See  Saint-Venant's  Clebsch,  p.  65.  M.  de  Saint-Venant  is  strong  in  his 
ridicule  of  the  attempted  generiklity  which  makes  the  action  between  a  given 
pair  of  molecules  dependent  on  the  proximity  of  other  moleonles. 
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Also,  from  the  general  formnlsB  of  transformation  (Art.  379) 
or  otherwise,  we  know  that  iV^  remains  unaltered,  while  Tj^  and 
^2  change  sign. 

Introducing  these  changes  into  (5),  since  N^  remains  unaltered, 
while  s^  aud  s^  change  sign,  it  follows  that  t^  and  t^  must  change 
sign  when  — ;?  is  put  for  z.  But,  by  the  structural  symmetry 
supposed,  neither  t^  nor  ti  is  a  function  of  2.  Hence  they  must 
both  vanish. 

In  this  way,  considering  all  the  other  equations,  we  have  the 
following  conditions  for  structuial  symmetry  with  respect  to  the 
plane  ay: 

t,  =  ^/=  i?2=  ^2'=  ^3=  ^3'=  ?t=  9i  =  0,  (11) 

so  that  the  values  for  this  case  are 

N^  =  »ifl+J03«+JD2^  + V'*3,  (12) 

N^  =  p^a  +  n^b  +jDi  c  + 1^\ ,  (13) 

-^3  =  i»2«+i»l*  +  «3^  +  ^3%»  (1*) 

^l=''l*l  +  ?3*2.  (15) 

^2=?3*1  +  V2>  (16) 

^3  =  t{'a  +  t;'b  +  C^  + » 3*3-  (17) 

Two  planer  of  Symmetry.  Let  the  structure  be  also  constant 
along  every  line  perpendicular  to  the  plane  xz,  while  varying 
from  one  such  line  to  another.  In  this  case  the  constants  are 
all  functions  of  x  and  z  only,  and  therefore  (from  combination 
with  the  previous  symmetry)  of  x  only.  Producing  the  axis  of 
y  backwards,  we  have  a,  b,  c,  %^  unaltered,  and  9^^  %^  altered. 
Hence 

V'=C=V'=?8  =  0,  (18) 

and  the  equations  now  become 

H^^n^a  -1-JD36  +JD2C ;     2\  =  v^%^^  \ 

-^2  =J»3«  +  «2*+ft^;     ^2  =  »V2»  [  (19) 

-^3  =  A«  +A*  +  «3^ ;     ^3  =  Vs-  J 

Now  these  equations  show  evidently  that  there  must  be 
structural  symmetry  with  respect  to  the  third  co-ordinate  plane, 
yz.  Hence  if  a  medium  is  structurally  symmetrical  with  regard 
to  two  rectangular  planes,  it  is  also  structurally  symmetrical  with 
jrespect  to  a  third,  and  its  constants  of  elasticity  are  9  in  number. 

Structural  Symmetry  round  an  axis.  Suppose  the  constants  to 
be  the  same  at  all  points  of  a  cylinder  having  the  axis  of  z  for 
its  axis,  while  varying  from  one  such  cylinder  to  another.    They 

VOL.  II.  H  h 
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are  then  merely  functions  of  C  ^^^  not  of  z  (Art.  329),  and  if  the 
planes  zw  and  zy  are  rotated  through  any  angle,  ^,  tiie  yalaes  of 
the  constants  at  a  given  point  F  remain  unaltered,  while  the 
stress  and  strain  components  N^\  ...  a^  ...  with  reference  to  the 
new  axes  are  easily  expressed  in  terms  of  iV^, ...  a, ...  with 
reference  to  the  old  axes. 

lict  ^  be  a  very  small  angle,  so  that  the  new  co-ordinates, 
afy/y  of  P  are  given  by  the  equations  a?'=  w  +  fpy,  y'=y— ^», 
and  the  direction-cosines  <3i  the  axes  of  ^,  y ,  z  with  reference  to 
the  old  axes  are 

(h<l>,0),    (-4^,1,0),    (0,0,1). 
Hence  we  have 
a^=a+2^«3;         ^=4— 2^*3;         c^ssc; 

T{^T^^   <I>T,;      T^^T^^    4.2\;      T^ ^{N^--N^)i^-^T^. 

Expressing  that  these  hold  for  all  values  of  ^,  we  find  that  all 
the  Pb  must  vanish,  as  likewise  all  the  q%  and  the  remaining 
equations  are 

which  give  n^  =  n^. 

Hence  for  symmetry  of  structure  round  the  axis  of  z. 


^1  =  vh^ 

7,  =  r*„  \  (21) 

^3=1/^3, 


i\rj  =  ^la  +  (»— i;')  6  +pc 
N^  s=  («— i^')a+«i+jP^ 

which  show  that  5  distinct  constants  exist  in  this  case. 

Structural  Symmetry  round  two  lines.  If,  in  addition^  there  is 
symmetry  of  structure  round  the  axis  of  j^,  the  group  of  equations 
(21)  show,  without  fresh  calculation,  that. we  must  have  v^^v\ 
p  =  «— r' ;  so  that  we  have 

JVj  =  (»  — i;)d  +  i;a;     T^  =  p*j,  \ 

^2  =  («"-'')^  +  y«;     T^^vsA  (22) 

^3  =  (»-l;)^  +  r<?;     T^=^V9^,) 
which  show  that  there  is  structural  symmetry  round  all  lines — 
i.e.  there  is  complete  isotropy ;  and  these  are  identical  with  the 
values  (p.  435)  hitherto  so  often  used  for  an  isotropic  medium, 
n^v  being  A  and  v  =  2/i. 

M,  de  Saint^Venant* 9  further  reduction.     The  21  coefficients 
which  result  from  the  sole  assumption  of  the  principle  of  con- 
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servation  of  energy,  or  existence  of  a  Potential  function,  are,  for 
all  media,  reduced  by  Saint- Venant  to  15  by  the  following 
reafloning.  Consider  any  molecule,  P,  and  a  neighbouring  mole- 
cule, Q.  The  force  exerted  between  them  depends  solely  on  the 
change  in  the  distance  between  them  effected  by  strain  and  acts 
in  the  line  joining  them.  Hence  the  dr-component  of  the  force 
between  them  caused  by  a  stretch,  b,  parallel  to  the  axis  of  ^  is 
equal  to  the  ^-component  of  the  force  between  them  caused  by  a 
shear  s^  if  2s^  =zb. 

For  if  in  the  first  strain  Ar  is  the  change  in  the  length  PQ^ 
and  if  the  force  between  the  molecules  =  ^4 .  A  r,  where  A  is  a  con- 

A 
stant,  we  have  the  force  =  —  i?*i,  since  (p.  379)  we  have  Aiy  =  iiy, 

n  Ab 

and  Ar  =  -  A*;.     The  af-component  of  this  is  -2-  f  ^"• 

In  the  second  strain  A^  =  ^317,  A?;  =  ^3^,  therefore  if  2^3  =  i, 

Ar  =1  -(rj,  and  the  ^-component  of  their  force  =  -^  (rj^,  as  before. 

Considering  all  the  molecules  now  in  any  element  plane  at  P, 
since  this  relation  holds  between  each  of  them  and  all  their 
surrounding  molecules,  we  see  that  the  2?-component  of  stress  on 
this  plane  produced  by  a  stretch,  5,  parallel  to  ^  is  equal  to  the 
^-component  of  the  stress  on  the  plane  produced  by  the  shear 
2^3 ;  in  other  words — if  P,  Q,  H  are  the  components  of  the  stress 
on  any  element  plane  whatever^  the  coefficient  of  b  in  P  is  equal  to 
the  coefficient  of  2s^  in  Q.  Similarly,  the  coefficient  of  a  in 
Q  =  coefficient  of  2^3  in  P ;  coefficient  of  ^  in  P  =  coefficient  of 
2s2in  R ;  coefficieut  of  a  in  iZ  =  coefficient  of  2^^  in  P ;  coeffi- 
cient of  5  in  iZ  =  coefficient  of  2«i  in  Q  ;  and  coefficient  of  c  in 
Q  s=  coefficient  of  2  ^^  in  JR. 

Expressing  that  these  equalities  hold  whatever  be  the  direction- 
cosines  of  the  element  plane,  we  have  only  1 5  distinct  coefficients 
in  the  general  equations  (5)  ...  (10). 

Applying  these  principles  to  the  case  of  an  isotropic  medium, 
as  expressed  by  (22),  we  have  simply 

n—v  =  Jr, 
or,  if  2/1  is  used  for  v,  in  accordance  with  Lamp's  notation^ 

A  =  ;*, 

the  result  which  M.  de  Saint- Venant  maintains  for  all  hard 
fine-grained  isotropic  bodies. 

H  h  2 
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897.]  Propagation  of  Gravitation.  Clerk  Maxwell,  in  Chap. 
V,  Vol.  i,  of  his  Electricity  and  Magnetism,  has  given  a  remark- 
able theorem,  the  object  of  which  is  to  show  that  all  actions 
exerted  between  two  material  systems,  M^^M^^  according  to  the 
law  of  inverse  square  of  distance,  can  be  produced  by  a  distri- 
bution of  stress  over  closed  sur&ces  in  the  medium,  and  he  has 
assigned  the  components  of  this  stress  at  every  point. 

We  proceed  to  explain  and  to  examine  this  theory. 

Let  the  two  influencing  systems  be  M^  and  M^  in  Fig.  288, 
p.  334,  and  let  any  closed  surface  whatever,  8  (not  that  repre- 
sented in  the  figure),  be  drawn  having  M^  inside  it  and  ifj 
outside  it. 

« 

Now  consider  the  a?-component  of  attraction  produced  on  Jf| 

by  M2 .     Let  P  be  any  point  in  M^ ;  let  p  be  the  density  at  P, 

and  Fg  the  Potential  produced  at  P  hj  M^.     Then  the  a:-com- 

dF 
ponent  of  force  on  the  element,  p^O,  of  mass  at  P  is  p  -j^  dSL 

Hence  if  Z  be  the  total  ;9-component  on  My^ , 

Let  F*!  be  the  Potential  produced  at  P  by  ilfj ;  then  obviously 

P'j^dQ,  =  0,  because  this  integral  is  the  resultant  a?-com- 

ponent  of  force,  produced  on  M^  by  its  own  attraction.     Hence 
we  can  write 

z=//iM.^  (a) 

Again,  p  =  —  r — V^'^i ;  and  since  P  is  outside  the  mass  Ifg, 
we  have  V^K  =  0  ;  therefore  we  can  write 


/ 


4iry 


Let  ^  =  ?J+  ^,  and  we  have 

with  two  exactly  similar  values  of  JT  and  Z,  the  other  components 
of  force  exerted  by  M^  on  Mi . 
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Let  <^i,  <^2,  <^3  stand  for^,  ^,  ^.     Then 

with  similar  values  of  -5^  V^6  and  -^V^d).     Hence  if 

ay       ^         dz      ^ 

we  shall  have 


=/( 


the  integrations  being  extended  through  the  whole  volume  of 
the  closed  surface  S  (which  completely  surrounds  Mi  and  excludes 
Jfj)'  <^d  ^0^  being  limited  merely  to  the  volume  of  ilfj,  because 
at  every  point  of  space  devoid  of  matter  V^  <^  =  0,  and  (4)  shows 
that  at  all  such  points  the  three  multipliers  of  dQ  under  the 
integral  signs  vanish. 

Hence  at  all  points  of  the  medium  (ether)  outside  the  attract* 
ing  matter  we  have 

dN,      dT,      dT,^ 
dx   ^  dy  ^  dz   "^^  ^"  ^^^ 

which  are  the  well-known  equations  of  equilibrium  of  a  strained 
medium  whose  components  of  stress  are  N^ ,  &c.  At  all  points 
inside  M^  or  M^  the  right-hand  sides  of  equations  (9)  are  not 
zero,  bat  ^^  ^4,  d4> 

:^v^, -^A*.  -^v^.. 

Thus  the  components  of  attiaction  could  be  produced  by  means 
of  a  strain  in  the  intervening  medium,  this  strain  extending,  of 
course,  to  all  parts — even  infinitely  distant — of  the  medium,  the 
stress  being  defined  in  (5) ;  and,  of  course,  the  same  result  could 
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be  produced  hj  merely  applying  the  proper  stress  to  all  portions 
of  the  arbitrary  closed  surface  S,  for  this  sur&ce  stress  would 
transmit  the  proper  stress  to  each  point  of  the  enclosed  medium. 
Moreover  such  a  distribution  of  stress  over  8  would  produce 
the  same  moment  round  any  axis  as  that  produced  by  the 
attraction  of  M^  on  M^ .  For,  let  L  be  the  total  moment  of  force 
round  the  axis  of  x.     Then 

=  ,^flH'T.^'K^.T;,-yilT.^'T,,.y.n4,;      (.0, 

/,  m,  H  being  the  direction-cosines  of  the  normal  at  any  point  of 
SfAnd  the  triple  integrals  being  replaced  by  the  sur&ce  intends, 
the  values  of  N^,  7\, ...  being  assumed  to  be  continuous. 

Now  the  right-hand  side  of  (10)  is  the  a?-moment  of  the 
sur&ce  stress  on  the  arbitrary  surface  S,    Therefore,  &c. 

Let  us  now  seek  the  principal  axes  of  this  stress.  If  the  axes 
of  X,  jr,  z  are  in  the  directions  of  these  axes,  we  shall  have 
7i  =  7^2  =  ^3  =  0 ;   i.e.  we  must  have  some  two  of  the  three 

quantities  <^i9  <^2'  ^»  ^  ^'  ^^Pix^^  ^^^^  ^2  =  ^3  =  ^  >  t^^  ^j 
^2  is  the  resultant  attraction-intensity  at  P,  the  point  considered 
either  in  M^  or  in  the  medium  between  the  bodies ;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  axis  of  ^  is  at  once  the  direction  of  the  resultant  force 
at  P  and  the  direction  of  one  principal  axis  of  the  stress  of  the 
medium  at  P.  If,  now,  A^  B^  C  are  the  principal  stress  in- 
tensities at  P,  we  have  by  (5) 

^  =  -s — >    ^  =  ^ — >    ^  =  s — ;  (11) 

Swy  Siry  Siry  *  ^     ' 

B  being  the  resultant  force-intensity  at  P.  These  show  that  the 
three  principal  stresses  are  equal — that  along  the  line  of  force 
being  a  pressure,  and  the  other  two  being  tensions.  The  stress 
of  the  medium  at  every  point  consists,  therefore^  o{ pressure  along 
the  line  of  resuUanl  force,  accompanied  by  equal  tension  in  all 
directions  at  right  angles  to  it. 

In  the  case  of  electrical  action  between  two  systems,  we  shall 
see  that  the  stress  at  each  point  of  the  intervening  medium  will 
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be  the  exact  reverse  of  this — viz.,  tension  along  the  line  of  force 
accompanied  bypressnreof  equalintensity  in  all  directions  round  it. 

This  is  the  celebrated  Maxwellian  stress,  which  Faraday  had 
qualitatively  described  (Faraday's  Hxperimental  ReseareheSj  §§ 
1297,  &c.)  by  merely  saying  that  the  intervening  medium  seemed 
to  experience  at  every  point  tension  along  the  line  of  electric 
force  accompanied  by  pressure  in  all  directions  round  it.  Observe 
that  Faraday  did  not  enunciate  any  definite  ratio  between  these 
intensities  of  stress. 

Now  the  method  by  which  Clerk  Maxwell  arrives  at  the  com- 
ponents of  the  stress  shows  that  his  stress  components  (5)  are 
not  the  only  ones  that  will  produce  the  gravitative  effects  of  the 
one  system  on  the  other.    For,  if 

are  any  six  functions  of  the  co-ordinates  of  a  point,  which  for  all 
positions  of  the  point  satisfy  the  equations 

it  is  clear  that  the  values  of  '^^^i>t  ^  ^^  (^)>  ^^^  therefore 

of  X,  7",  Zy  will  be  the  same  as  before,  if  we  take  the  components 
of  stress  at  every  point  of  the  medium  to  be 

8'y         1  (  (13) 

and  the  principal  components  of  this  stress  will  not  be  related  to 
each  other  and  to  the  line  of  force  as  they  are  in  the  Maxwellian 
stress. 

Again,  if  for  any  given  medium  we  are  given  the  components 
of  stress  at  every  point  we  are  also  given  the  components  of  strain, 
on  the  iuppontion  that  they  are  connected  wUh  each  other  by 
6  linear  equations^  as  in  p.  464.  The  components  of  stress  cannot 
be  assumed  as  any  random  functions  of  the  co-ordinates;  for 
they  must  be  such  as  to  satisfy  the  differential  equations  (l), 
p.  411.  Nor,  again,  can  we  assume  any  six  functions  of  co- 
ordinates for  the  components  (a,d,(?,  2^^,  2«2>  ^^s)  ^^  strain; 

-  du      dv  ^rf*«      d^u      db 

because      2*.  =  t-  +  3-,    .•.  2  -r^  =  -=-3  +  j- ; 

*      dy      dx  dy       dy^      dx 
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Similarly.  _+_  =  2^.  (16) 

'^*  +  ^f=2^.  '    (16) 


ds^       djf^         dydz 

These  identities  must  be  satisfied  by  any  functions  which  can 
possibly  represent  the  strain  components  of  any  medium  what- 
ever. 

Now,  if  we  suppose  the  equations  connecting  the  stress  and 
strain  components  of  the  ether  to  be  linear,  and  to  involve  only 
21  distinct  coefficients  (as  required  by  the  principle  of  conser- 
vation of  energy),  we  may  express  them  in  the  forms  (5) ...  (10), 
p.  464,  by  simply  interchanging  a  and  N^^  h  and  JVlj*  *i  *^^  ^i» 
&c.,  in  these  equations,  thus : 

a  =  %iVr,  +  v3J\r2  +  ^2-?^3  +  riri  +  r/rj  +  T/'r3  (17) 

with  five  others,  the  same  equality  of  coefficients  holding  here  as 
in  the  inverse  equations. 

Hence  for  all  values  of  ^,  ^,  ^,  and  all  forms  of  Potential 
function  <^,  the  Maxwellian  components  (5)  of  stress  when  sub- 
stituted in  (17)  and  the  five  similar  equations,  must  satisfy  the 
equations  (14),  (15),  (16),  if  gravitation  is  propagated  by  the 
Maxwellian  stress,  and  the  stress  and  strain  of  the  ether  are 
connected,  as  they  are,  for  any  known  body. 

Now  we  find  very  easily  on  trial  that  these  conditions  are  not 
fulfilled ;  and  therefore  the  conclusion  is  that— either  gravitation 
is  not  propagated  by  the  Maxwellian  stress,  or  the  ether  is  not 
of  the  nature  of  a  solid  body*. 

But,  instead  of  assuming  the  components  of  stress  at  any 
point  of  the  medium,  without  reference  to  the  nature  of  this 
medium,  let  us  assume  that  the  medium  is  homogeneous  and 
isotropic,  with  only  the  two  constants  of  elasticity,  \  and  /^i,  and 
determine  the  stress  at  each  point  &om  the  general  equations  of 
equilibrium  of  such  a  medium. 

*  Clerk  Maxwell,  in  his  Article  on  Gravitation  in  the  JSncifdopadia  Britan^ 
nica,  seems  to  regard  the  ether  as  a  homogeneous  isotropic  body  (probably  incom- 
pressible); for  he  gives  a  table  of  its  constants  (rigidity,  i.e.  modulus  of  shear, 
density,  &c.)  exactly  such  as  is  usually  given  for  a  homogeneous  botropic  body. 
Indeed,  at  the  end  of  the  Article,  he  explicitly  calls  it  a  '  vast  homogeneous 
expanse  of  isotropic  matter.' 
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Let  P  be  any  point  inside  the  solid  body  which  is  subject  to 
any  gravitatiye  action,  whether  its  own  or  that  due  to  the 
attractions  of  other  bodies  ;  let  />  be  the  density  of  the  body  at 
P,  and  X  the  d?-component  of  force  at  P  per  unit  mass.  Then 
we  have  to  determine  JV^'  -^2'  •••  ^  ^  ^  satisfy  the  equation 

and  two  similar.     Substituting  the   strains,  we  have   to  find 

f»,  r, «?,  so  as  to  satisfy 

dQ 
(k^li)-^-k'iiVH^pX,  (19) 

and  two  similar,  the  right-hand  sides  of  (18)  and  (19)  being 
zero  at  each  point  in  the  medium  outside  the  body. 

Equation  (19)  can  always  be  easily  satisfied  ;  for  if  X  is  due  to 
any  number  of  bodies,  M^M\ ...  producing  Potentials  F,  F', ... 
at  P,  let  dm  be  an  element  of  mass  of  Jf,  and  r  its  distance  from 
P  ;  let  dnC  be  an  element  of  M\  and  /  its  distance  from  P ;  and 
so  on.     Then  take  the  function 

^  :=/rdm'\-//dm'+...,  (20) 

the  integrations  extending,  respectively,  through  Jf,  M\  ...  ; 
and  it  is  easily  found  that 

„  =  ^.^.^.  (21) 

2(A  +  2/Li)    dx      .  ^     ' 

with  exactly  similar  values  of  v  and  Wy  will  satisfy  (19)  and  the 

two  similar  equations.    Thus  we  have  found  the  components  of 

displacement  at  P  inside  the  body  ;  and  to  these  values  may,  of 

course,  be  added  any  values  satisfying 

(^  +  m)^+MV«»  =  0,  (22) 

and  the  two  similar  equations,  provided  that  these  added  terms  do 
not  violate  any  necessary  physical  condition — they  must  not,  for 
instance,  be  such  as  to  make  the  displacement  infinite  at  any 
point.  The  components  of  displacement  in  the  external  ether 
must  be  found  &om  (22)  and  its  two  analogues^  regard  being 
had  to  the  necessary  physical  conditions — as,  for  instance,  that 
they  must  vanish  at  infinity. 

Let  us,  as  a  very  simple  example,  take  the  case  of  a  single 
homogeneous  sphere  subject  to  its  own  gravitation.  P  being 
any  point  inside,  at  distance  r  from  the  centre,  we  have 
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where  /  is,  as  usual,  the  constant  of  gravitation.  Then  either 
by  (20),  or  by  inspection,  we  see  that  u  =  Ar^x  will  satisfy  (19), 

so  that  97rvn2 

with  similar  values  of  v  and  10.  Of  course  in  these  equations  the 
A  and  /m  are  supposed  to  belong  to  the  ether  ;  if  they  belong  to 
the  body«  the  values  of  u^  v,  w  express  the  displacements  of  a 
particle  of  the  body. 

There  is,  of  course,  a  strain  potential,  whose  value  can  be 
deduced  as  in  p.  455  ;  and  we  have  for  points  inside  the  sphere 

To  the  value  in  (23)  might  be  added  any  term  of  the  form 
Bxy  where  B  is  a  constant,  since  this  satisfies  (22). 

Such  terms,  however,  do  not  assist  in  contributing  to  the 
gravitative  action  on  any  element  of  the  body,  since  they  con- 
tribute nothing  to  the  expression 

— I  j\ 2  +  — ? 

dx        dy        dz 

which  is  the  resultant  fl?-stress  on  the  element  of  volume,  and  it 
is  this  which  is  to  be  equal  to  pXdxdydz^  the  gravitative  action 
on  the  element. 

In  the  ether  outside  the  sphere  the  resultant  displacement  is, 
of  course,  radial,  or  in  the  line  joining  the  point  to  the  centre  of 
the  sphere  ;  so  that,  as  in  p.  450,  (22)  gives  dO  =^  0 ;  and  since 
in  this  case  0  =  V^<^,  where  <^  is  the  strain  potential  of  the 

external  ether,  j-  (r^  ^)  =  0,  .-.  ^  =  -5,  where  Cis  a  constant 

Now  assuming  the  radial  displacement  to  be  the  same  for  a  point 
just  inside  as  just  outside  the  sphere,  we  have  from  (24) 

or 
Hence  at  every  external  point  the  resultant  displacement  is 


(ld  +  ld+^)^^y^''  (25) 


.a^x 


from  which  u  =  — JT—s-  ,  fcc. 
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Also,  by  (a),  p.  461,  if  J  and  B  are  the  principal  streeses  at  an 

inside  point, 

4=-(6\  +  6M)^r2,  (27) 

5=-(5A  +  2M)^r2,  (28) 

the  principal  stress  obviously  having  the  radios  vector,  OP^  for 
one  principal  axis.     It  therefore  consists  of  pressure  all  over  a 
conical  frustum,  as  represented  in 
Kg.  310,  the  intensity  over  the 
ends  being  greater  than  that  over 
the  lateral  surface. 

At  an  external  point,  Q,  we  have 


A  =  4^K-L 


B=^2y.E-, 


(29) 
(30) 


Hg.   310. 


which  show  that  the  stress  consists 
of  tension  on  the  ends  and  uniform 
pressure  all  over  the  lateral  surface  df  a  small  conical  frustum. 

Hence  it  appears  that  the  stress  cf  the  ether  is  discontinuous  at 
the  surface  of  the  body,  the  radial  component  changing  from 
pressure  to  tension. 

Let  us  pass  to  the  case  of  a  uniform  spherical  shell  whose 

outer  radius  is  b  and  inner  a.     Here  X^-^^vyp (x—  --3)9  and 
the  equations  for  the  strain  components  are 

(X+M)^+MV««=-|»yp«(ar-^).  (31) 

and  two  similar. 

The  displacements  being  all  radial,  these  equations  are  all 
included  in  the  equation 

(k  +  2v)d$  =i-\ityi?.d\\f^  +  '^-^,  (32) 


.-.  e--\OK{\r*  +  -)+A, 


(S3) 


where  vj  is  a  constant.     This  is  the  value  of  0  at  points  in  the 
substance  of  the  shell. 

For  points  within  the  cavity  and  for  points  in   the  ether 
outside  the  shell,  the  right-hand  side  of  (32)  must  be  put  equal 
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to  zero,  80  that  0  is  constant  for  such  points.     Since  0  =  V  V* 
where  <f>  is  the  strain  potential,  (33)  g^ves 

^=-K(f^  +  5a^)  +  iJr+^,  (34) 

where  J9  is  a  constant.     If  K  were  put  eqnal  to  zero,  we  should 

get  the  values  of  -^  belonging  to  the  cavity  and  to  the  ether 

outside  the  shell ;  and  these  are,  respectively, 

Crmd-^f  (35) 

where  C  and  C^  are  constants. 

Now  if  we  assume  continuity  of  displacement  from  the  cavity 
to  the  substance  of  the  shell,  we  put  r  =  a  in  (34)  and  in  the 
first   expression  in  (35) ;    and  equating   these,   we   obtain   C. 

C 

Similarly  putting  r  =  d  in  (34)  and  equating  the  result  to  ^,  we 

obtain  C 

But  it  is  obvious  that  the  terms  in  A  and  B  in  (34)  may  be 
rejected,  because,  as  they  give  displacements  satisfying  the 
equation  j0 

(a+m)^+mV««  =  o, 

and  two  similar,  they  contribute  nothing  to  the  gravitative  action. 

Hence,  then,  the  values  of  -i^  are 

dr 

—  6Ka^  inside  the  cavity, 

— jr(r^+  5a^)  in  the  substance  of  the  shell, 

—  Jf  (i^  +  5a^)  -^  in  the  external  ether. 

Inside  the  substance  of  the  shell,  if  A  and  £  are  the  principal 
stress  components^  we  have 

A  =  -(5A  +  6m)  Kr^-  lOAiT-  ,  (36) 

5=-(5A  +  2M)Jrr2-10(A  +  M)^--  (37) 

Inside  the  cavity  there  is  uniform  hydrostatic  pressure  equal 
to  —  6  (3  A  +  2/ui)  Ka^,  while  in  the  external  ether  we  have  tension 
and  pressure  of  the  types  (29),  (30),  merely  replacing  a*  in  those 
equations  by  {5a^-^lf^)b\  There  is  therefore  discontinuity  of 
stress  at  both  bounding  surfaces,  as  before. 
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Take,  as  a  final  example,  the  case  of  two  hooM^iieoas  spheres 
the  ladius  and  density  of  one  being  a  and  p,  those  of  the  other  b 
and  <r,  and  the  eo-oidinates  of  the  centre,  jB,  of  the  second  with 
reference  to  the  centre,  A^  of  the  first  being  (a,  /3,  y).  Taking  P 
inside  the  first,  we  hare 

where  /=  PB.     From  this  we  haTe  easily 

«=-£^(f*-p-5-«»^),  (39) 

similar  Yaloes  holding  for  r  and  w. 

The  expression  (39)  indicates  that  the  displacement  of  the 
ether  at  P  consists  of  two  components,  yiz.  a  motion  along  PA 
towards  A^  and  a  motion  BP  from  B,    Hus  latter  motion  is 

eqoal  to  bK-V^^  which  is  the  same  for  all  points  inside   the 
P 

sphere  A  and  the  same  whatever  be  the  distance  between  tiie 
spheres  A  and  B — a  result  which  seems  absord.  Bat  to  get  rid 
of  this  absurdity,  we  observe  that  any  constant  may  be  added  to 
the  value  (39),  so  that  we  might  take,  if  AB  =  r, 

.=-ir{,«,-5?^*.('-=^  +  |)}.  (40) 

die  added  term  indicating  a  motion  of  translation  of  the  ether 
inside  the  sphere  A  parallel  to  the  line  AB.  Thus  when  AB  is 
very  great,  the  term  in  %  depending  on  the  sphere  B  is  in- 
imitesimaL 

It  may,  however,  be  remarked  that  as  it  is  with  differential 
eoe£Bcients  of  a,  r,  w  we  have  to  deal  in  calcnlating  stress,  we 
need  not  take  the  trouble  of  thus  correcting  their  values. 

In  all  these  cases  in  which  the  stress  is  discontinuous,  the 
gravitatdve  effect  is  due  solely  to  the  stress  of  the  ether  sur&ce 
which  is  immediately  inside  that  of  the  body,  as  is  easily  seen 
thus.  Multiply  botii  sides  of  (18)  hydzdydz  and  integrate 
through  the  volume  of  any  sur&ce  8  surrounding  the  body  con- 
sidered. Then  we  shall  have,  if  P,  Q,  iZ  are  the  components  of 
stress  on  the  element  dS  of  this  surfiEU^, 

/{lP  +  mQ  +  nE)dS  =  ///pXdxdydz,  (41) 

(/,  m,  n  being  the  direction-cosines  of  the  normal  to  the  surface,) 
provided  that  N^,  T^,  T^  experience  no  abrupt  change  of  value 
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in  any  part  of  the  space  enclosed  hj  S.  But  if  at  a  certain 
sar&ce,  U,  within  8  the  components  experience  abrupt  changes 
from  points  within  U  to  points  without  it,  the  triple  integration 
of  the  left-hand  side  of  (18)  must  be  taken  first  through  the 
volume  of  a  surface  immediately  within  £/,  and  then  thioug^h  the 
volume  enclosed  between  a  surface  immediately  outside  U  and 
the  g^ven  surface  S.  Denoting  by  (  U^  the  surface-integral  taken 
over  the  surface  just  inside  Uy  and  by  (U^)  its  value  taken  over 
the  surface  just  outside  {7,  we  have 

/(lP'^mQ+nR)dS'-iUJ  +  (U,)  =/pXdQ,  (42) 

where  ^X2  is  the  volume  element,  dxdydz,  of  the  body  considered. 
But  it  is  obvious  that  /{IP  +  mQ  +  iiIt)  dS--  (CTJ  =  0,  because 
of  the  equilibrium  of  the  ether  outside  the  body ;  therefore  the 
whole  ^-force  of  gravitation  on  the  body  is  equal  to  the  surfiMse- 
integral  (11^). 

Miscellaneous  Examples. 

1.  Id  an  irrotatioDal  strain  which  is  unaccompanied  by  cubical 

compression  if  the  strain  Potential  is  -p- ' ,  where  r  is  a 

radius  vector  measured  from  a  fixed  origin,  prove  that  the  lines  of 
flow  are  plane  curves  of  the  form 

r*=  ±<:^  BtE?  0  coa  d. 
(Mr.  Cockshott,  Tripos,  1875.)  du    dv     dw 

Since  the  cubical  dilatation  is  zero,  T-  +  T-+-r-  =  0:  and  since 

dd)  dx     dy    dz 

the  strain  is  irrotational,  u  =  j-^ ,  &c.     Hence 

or  <^  is  a  solid  spherical  harmonic.  The  given  form  makes  <^  a  har- 
monic of  degree  —3.  Now  if  fT  is  a  solid  harmonic  of  degree 
—  (t+1),  we  know  that  r^'^^U  is  a  solid  harmonic  of  degree  t. 
Hence  Aa^  -i-  B  {y^-^  z^)  ib  &  harmonic  of  degree  2.  Expressing  that 
V"  of  this  expression  =  0,  we  have  ii  +  2  -5  =  0. 

Hence,  expressing  (j)  in  polar  co-ordinates  with  the  axis  of  a?  as 
polar  axis,  we  have  ^ 

*  =  p(l-3M'). 

Now  the  component  displacements  along  and  perpendicular  to  the 

dip      _  1  du) 
radius  vector  being  —  and  -  -7^ ,  the  differential  equation  of  a  line 

of  flow  is  ^      ^0 

d<f>     1  d<f> 
dr     rd0 
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Substitating  in  this  the  value  of  <^  above  and  integrating,  we  have 
the  equation  of  the  line  of  flow  as  given.  (Greenhill's  Solutions  of 
the  Senate-House  Problems,  1875.) 

2.  A  spherical  shell  whose  inner  radius  is  a  and  outer  b  is  subject 
to  internal  and  external  pressures  of  intensities  p  and  ts-,  respectively ; 
show  that  the  total  amount  of  work  done  in  the  small  strain  is 

2,r     ^(pa»-r>rby,a»h>,_  1 

y=^} — 3k — +TJI^-''H' 

where  k  and  fi  are  the  moduli  of  compression  and  shear. 

3.  Find  the  intensity  of  pressure  at  any  point  inside  a  globe  of 
homogeneous  incompressible  fluid  held  together  by  the  gravitation  of 
its  parts  alone ;  and  thence  deduce  the  attraction  between  two  hemi- 
spheres of  a  uniform  solid  globe.  (Part  of  a  problem  by  Prof.  Tait, 
Tripos,  1875.) 

The  intensity  of  pressure  at  any  distance,  r,  from  the  centre  is  given 
by  the  equation  p  =  J  wyp*  {a^'-'f^)^  where  a  =  radius  of  globe.  In- 
tegrating the  pressure  over  any  diametral  plane  section,  we  obtain 
a  result  which  must  be  equal  to  the  attraction  between  the  two 
hemispheres.     This  la  ^v^yfP  a*. 

4.  If  the  density  at  any  point  of  a  solid  sphere  (centre  A,  radius  a) 
varies  inversely  as  its  distance  from  a  ^ven  external  point,  B^  find 
the  Potential  at  any  given  external  point,  P. 

'^"''       cr      13^3. 5er^  5.7  c'r*^'"^2i^l,2i+37?^"'  J* 

where  r  ^  AP,  c  =  AB,  Zj,  X,,...  are  the  Laplacians  for  the  points 
P  and  B  (functions  merely  of  cos  /JPAB),  A  being  origin,  and  k  a 
constant. 

[Let  Q  be  any  point  in  the  sphere,  AQ  =z  R,  QP  =  D,  QB  =  r . 

rm^       .r     T^  .    X.  1       f  rB*dRdi/dd/       ^         ,1       ,  1  .    ^ 
Then  the  Potential  =  */ jr-^ — ^.     Expand  -^and  -pin  La- 
placians thus :                    •^  ^        *^ 

1       I  {^     ,  R      ^  R"  ,  R^         ) 

Multiply  the  two  together,  and  observe  that  in  the  double  inte- 
gration in  ix^  and  if/  all  terms  except  those  of  the  type  l^X^  vanish, 

while //  liXidf/d4/=i  — -^  Z<.     Observe  also  that  the  function  is 

reciprocal  for  the  points  B  and  P — as  is  d  priori  evident.  If  P 
coincides  with  B,  put  L^z=z  L^s=,  ...  =  1.] 

5.  Find  the  strains  and  stresses  in  a  cylindrical  pipe  of  uniform 
thickness,  which  is  subject  to  given  internal  and  extemcJ  pressure. 

Proceed  exactly  as  in  Ex.  3,  p.  455. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


ELECTROSTATICS. 


398.]  Quantity  of  Electrioity.  The  reader  is  supposed  to 
be  familiar  with  the  elementary  facts  of  Electricity  as  described 
in  any  of  the  current  works  on  Physics. 

Our  theory  of  Attraction  has  hitherto  been  concerned  with 
distributions  of  attracting  matter^  and  those  cases  in  which  this 
matter  was  supposed  to  form  a  thin  shell  are  intimately  related 
to  the  branch  of  the  subject  which  we  are  now  about  to  discuss. 
Hitherto,  however,  except  when  discussing  Magnetic  Shells,  we 
have  not  been  oblig^  to  postulate  distinctions  of  sign  between 
matter  and  matter,  or  to  deal  with  repulsion  instead  of  attraction. 
This  distinction  must  be  made  here  also — i.  e.  we  shall  assume 
that  there  is  positive,  and  that  there  is  also  negative,  electricity — 
the  distinction  indicating  nothing  more  than  a  difference  of 
behaviour  among  electrified  bodies,  some  of  them  attracting, 
while  others  repel,  one  and  the  same  given  electrified  body. 

For  the  quantitative  (mathematical)  treatment  of  the  phe- 
nomena of  Electricity  it  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  know 
the  precise  nature  of  Electricity  itself ;  it  suffices  that  we  know 
the  laws  which  regulate  its  fundamental  manifestations.  We 
may  rest  satisfied  with  regarding  electrification  as  merely  a  state 
of  a  body — as,  for  example,  some  re-arrangement  of  its  molecules 
involving  some  kind  of  strain  within  the  body  and  impressed 
by  the  body  on  the  medium  (air  or  other)  surrounding  it.  But 
it  is  at  the  outset  necessary  to  obtain  some  measure  of  this  state 
as  to  quantity. 

The  first  thing  to  be  noted  with  regard  to  electrification  is 
that  it  justifies  a  distinction  as  to  plus  and  minus,  this  dis- 
tinction being  a  wholly  conventional  mode  of  representing  such 
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a  phenomenon  as  the  following.  Let  a  piece  of  glass  be  rubbed 
against  a  piece  of  resin,  and  another  piece  of  glass  rabbed  against 
another  piece  of  resin.  Then  it  is  found  that  the  electricities  of 
the  two  pieces  of  glass  repel  each  other,  as  do  also  those  of  the 
two  pieces  of  resin ;  but  the  electricity  of  either  piece  of  glass 
attracts  that  of  either  piece  of  resin. 

The  electricity  developed  on  the  glass  is  called  positive,  and  is 
denoted  by  the  sign  + ,  while  that  on  the  resin  is  called  negative, 
and  denoted  by  the  sign  — . 

Now  if  we  imagine  two  veiy  small  equal  flat  pieces  of  glass 
(each  about  the  size  of  a  pin-head,  suppose)  to  be  rubbed  in 
exactly  the  same  way  by  a  piece  of  resin,  so  that  we  can  assume 
them  to  have  equal  electrifications,  and  to  be  then  placed  with  a 
distance  of  1  centimetre  between  them  ;  they  will  repel  each 
other  with  a  force  which  can  be  measured  (conceivably)  in  djmes. 
If  the  medium  between  the  pieces  of  glass  is  air,  and  their  force 
of  repulsion  is  exactly  1  dyne,  each  piece  of  glass  is  said  to  have 
a  nnil  charge  of  electricity.  The  total  quantity  on  the  two 
together  is  two  units,  and  thus  we  get  an  idea  of  a  charge  con- 
sisting of  any  number  of  units  of  electricity. 

If  we  imagine  a  body  of  very  small  dimensions  to  be  charged 
with  e  units  of  positive  electricity,  and  to  be  placed  at  a  distance 
of  r  centimetres  from  another  very  small  body  which  has  a  charge 
of  /  units,  the  medium  between  them  being  air,  the  force  of 
repulsion  exerted  by  either  on  the  other  is 

as  Coulomb  proved  by  well-known  experiments  with  his  Torsion 
Balance. 

In  the  attraction  of  matter  we  should  obtain  exactly  the  same 
expression  for  the  attraction  of  two  condensed  spherical  particles 
with  a  distance  of  r  centimetres  between  their  centres  by  making 
y  equal  to  unity  in  the  expression  (a),  p.  236,  i.e.  by  choosing 
the  unit  quantity  of  matter  as  indicated  in  p.  275. 

Formally,  then,  the  electrosfatic  unit  of  quatititif  is  that  charge 
which ^  supposed  to  be  condensed  at  a  pointy  acts  on  an  equal  charge 
condensed  at  another  point  distant  1  cenfimefre  from  the  firsts  with 
a  force  of  1  dyne^  the  intervening  medium  being  air. 

Hitherto,  unfortunately,  no  simple  name  has  been  devised  for 
this  electrostatic  unit  of  charge.     We  shall  often  use  the  ab- 
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breviation  *e.s.  unit*  to  signify  the  C.G.S.  electrostatic  unit  of 
quantity. 

899.]  Influence  of  the  Medium.  From  the  experiments  of 
Faraday  results  the  fundamental  fact  that  the  force  of  repulsion 
between  two  given  charges  is  not  the  same  when  the  intervening 
medium  is  sulphur,  or  any  other  insulator,  as  when  this  medium 
is  air.  Thus,  if  the  two  given  charges  are  e  and  e'  units  (defined 
as  before  with  reference  to  air),  the  force  of  repulsion  between 
them  is  given  by  the  expression 

when  instead  of  air  the  separating  medium  is  any  other  insulator, 
K  being  a  constant  depending  on  the  medium,  and  called  its 
specific  inductive  capacity. 

Our  definition  of  the  electrostatic  unit  of  quantity  implies,  of 
course,  that  K  is  unity  for  air.  It  has  the  same  value  for  all 
gases  as  for  air,  and  a  greater  value  for  most  known  solid  and 
liquid  insulators. 

If  a  charge  of  e  absolute  units  is  condensed  at  a  point  in  a 
medium  of  uniform  specific  inductive  capacity,  £,  which  is  of 
practically  infinite  extent,  the  amount  of  work,  in  ergp,  done  by 
the  repulsive  force  of  this  charge  in  removing  a  charge  of  one 
unit  from  a  distance  r  centimetres  to  infinity  is 


/ 


*   e 


If  V  stands  for  this  amount  of  work, 


e 


r-i-,'  (y) 

And,  generally,  in  such  a  medium  if  there  is  any  distribution 
of  electricity  whose  amount  at  any  point,  Ay  is  de  electrostatic 
units,  and  if  P  is  any  point  in  the  field,  the  amount  of  work  done 
by  the  forces  of  the  field  in  removing  a  unit  charge  from  P  to 

1     de 
any  position  in  which  the  forces  are  insensible  is  -^2  ^^ ;  or  de- 
noting PA  by  r,  and  the  amount  of  work  by  F  (the  Potential 

the  integration  being  extended  all  over  the  attracting  system. 
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In  the  case  otaiiraetkt  f>rees  'i.e.  when  two  elem^ente  of  d^ie 
same  sign  attract  eoeh  other^  r  at  any  pcmt  b  the  wock  dcoe 
bjf  the  forces  of  the  field  in  bginging'  a  -r  onit  to  the  ^^in^  trccn 
infinity,  whereas  in  Hectrrjistaties  f  at  any  point  is  the  wock 
done  a^imMt  the  forces  of  the  field  in  this  motion. 

Again,  if  J,  F.  Z  are  the  components  of  the  repolsire  foav  p«r 
unit  charge  at  P  in  the  p<jeitiTe  senses  of  the  axes  of  co-ordina^ee^ 

^      dv      ^      dr      „      dr  ,, 

^="^"  "^'      ^  =  ~^'  ^'^ 

(x,  jr,  r)  being  the  co-oidinatca  of  the  point  P. 

Instead  of  the  term  '  fiorce  per  onit  charge '  we  shaU  for  the 
fbtnre  use  the  term  tl^rcmeim  imi^njnty^  which  is  adopted  by 
Clerk  SfaxwelL 

The  nature  of  the  medium  will  modify  the  Talne  of  the  trnffic^ 
integral  cf  nr/rmai  €ltctr</mfAm  imtewtity  /'Art.  324  >  OTer  any 
closed  surface  described  in  the  medium.  Descrile  anr  cloiaed 
surface  surrounding  a  y.<oint  A  at  iihioh  a  charge  of  de  nnit^  is 
condensed ;  let  P  be  any  point  on  the  surface,  and  let  PA  =.  r. 
Then,  with  the  notation  of  Art.  ZUj,  the  surface-integral  of  the 
electromotive  intensitv  dut;  to  the  charj^e  dr  u 

and  if  f,  is  the  total  charge  inside  the  surface,  we  have 

K/XdS^^^e^.  kC) 

Just  as  in  Art.  324,  the  surface-integral  of  normal  elecnro- 

motive  intensitv  due  to  anv  trt^mal  charire  is  zero :  and  if  a 

charge  e^  is  distributed  (m  the  sur&ee,  as  an  infinitely  thin  layer. 

K/ndS^2%e^,  (l) 

where  n  is  the  normal  electromotive  intensity  at  a  point  strictly 
OH  the  surface.  Inasmuch  as,  in  this  case,  the  small  electrified 
element  of  surface  at  the  point  does  not  contribute  to  u  (see 

Art.  322)  «  =  A -=^,  where  a  is  (next  Article)  the  surface- 
density  at  the  ix>int,  so  that  (17)  could  lie  deduced  from  (C). 

400.]  Volnme-denaity,  anrfkce-denaity.  If  at  any  point  P, 
a  very  small  element,  dilj  o(  volume  is  taken — this  being 
measured  in  cubic  centim^res — and  if  within  this  volume  there 

is  included  a  charge  of  de  electrostatic  units,  the  ratio  j^  is 

I  i  2 
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called  the  volume-density,  p,  of  the  charge  at  P.  The  volume- 
density  at  P  is  thus  the  charge  per  unit  volume  at  P. 

de 
The  ratio  -7--  may  be  infinite,  as  in  the  following  case.    Suppose 

the  charge  to  be  distributed  as  an  infinitely  thin  layer  on  a 
surface  on  which  P  is  any  point.  Then  if  on  a  very  small  element, 
dS,  of  area  of  the  surface  at  P  there  are  (rdS  units  of  charge 
where  <r  is  a  Jini^e  quantity,  the  volume-density  at  P  is  infinite, 
because  if  dn  is  a  small  elementary  length  at  P  along  the 
normal  to  the  surface,  dD.  =  dS .  dn,  so  that 

de        a 
JH^dn' 
which  =  00  when  dn  is  infinitely  diminished. 

When  the  charge  is  thus  distributed  as  an  infinitely  thin  layer 
on  a  surface,  the  surface-density  at  P  is  the  limiting  value  of  the 
ratio  of  the  charge  on  any  small  element  of  area  of  the  surface 
at  P  to  this  element  of  area  ;  that  is,  it  is  the  charge  per  unit 
area — so  many  electrostatic  units  per  square  centimetre. 

401.]  Conductors  and  Insulators.  A  perfect  conductor  is  a 
body  in  which  electricity  cannot  be  in  equilibrium  while  there 
exists  electromotive  intensity  at  any  point  within  the  substance 
of  the  body.  If  electrification  consists  in  some  kind  of  strain,  a 
conductor  is  thus  a  body  which  is  incapable  of  supporting  the 
electrical  strain.  In  such  a  body  this  strain  instantly  disappears, 
and  can  be  renewed  only  by  a  fresh  application  of  the  process  of 
electrification. 

A  perfect  insulator  (called  also  a  dielectric)  is  a  body  which 
can  support  electrical  strain,  or  continue  to  experience  electrical 
force,  at  any  point  indefinitely. 

Faraday  pictured  a  dielectric  medium  as  consisting  of  an 
immense  number  of  small  perfectly  conducting  bodies  separated 
from  each  other  by  a  substance  through  which  electricity  cannot 
flow — as,  for  instance,  an  immense  number  of  small  shot  imbedded 
in  a  cake  of  sulphur  or  shellac ;  and  on  the  view  that  electricity 
is  a  double  fluid,  *  positive '  and  *  negative,*  when  electric  force  is 
exerted  at  any  point  of  a  dielectric  its  effect  is  assumed  to  be  a 
separation  of  this  double  fluid  in  all  the  little  shot  particles  at 
the  point,  whereby  the  positive  fluid  is  pushed  to  one  end  of  each 
shot  and  the  negative  drawn  to  the  opposite  end,  the  line  joining 
the  two  poles  thus  formed  in  each  shot  being  that  along  which 
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the  electrical  force  acts  at  the  point  considered,  and  the  amount 
of  *  neutral  fluid  '  separated  into  +  and  —  being  proportional  to 
the  electromotive  intensity  at  this  point. 

A  conductor  may  be  either  a  solid  metallic  body  or  a  metallic 
sheet  of  any  thickness,  forming  either  a  closed  or  an  unclosed*^ 
surface.  In  any  case  there  is  no  volume-deuFity  at  any  point  in 
the  substance  of  the  conductor,  no  matter  how,  or  to  what  extent, 
the  conductor  is  electrified. '  For,  since  there  is  no  electrical 
force  at  any  point  in  its  substance,  V  is  constant  throughout  its 
substance,  so  that  at  each  point  V^F=  0,  therefore  p  =  0. 

Hence  the  electrification  exists  only  at  the  points  of  contact 
of  the  metal  with  the  air,  or  other  dielectric  medium,  surround- 
ing it ;  or,  as  it  is  usually  expressed,  the  electricity  resides 
wholly  on  the  surfisu^e  of  the  conductor.  If  the  conductor  is  in 
the  form  of  a  sheet,  the  bounding  surface  consists,  of  course,  of 
both  £Eu;es  and  the  edges ;  if  the  sheet  forms  a  closed  shell,  the 
electricity  may  reside,  generally,  on  the  outer  and  the  inner 
surfaces,  but  never  in  the  substance  between  these. 

Since  no  force  can  be  exerted  inside  a  conducting  substance, 
it  follows  from  (i8).  Art.  399,  that  JT  =  oo  for  such  a  substance ; 
that  is,  fie  specijic  inductive  capacity  of  a  perfectly  conducting 
substance  is  oc. 

402.]  Foisson's  Equation.  Take  the  case  of  a  uniform 
medium  of  specific  inductive  capacity,  JT,  and  apply  the  equation 
(Q  which  expresses  that  the  surface-integral  of  normal  force  is 
equal  to  4  tt  x  included  charge,  to  the  elementaiy  parallelepiped 
dxdydz.  If  p  is  the  volume-density  at  the  position  of  this 
element,  we  have  obviously 

If  K  varies  from  point  to  point  in  the  medium,  the  result  will 
be  different. 

On  the  first  &/ce  dydz  (that  nearest  to  the  origin)  the  outward 

normal  force  is  K-j-  dydz ;  and  on  the  opposite  face  the  force  is 


[ 


dx 


*  This  expression  is  not  strictly  correct,  because  a  metallic  sheet  is  in  reality 
a  closed  sorfaoe,  formed  by  both  faces  and  the  edges. 
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Hence  Foisson's  equation  becomes 

d  .„dF.       d  ,^dr.       d(^dr.^^  „  .„. 

^(^^)  +^(^rf^)  +^(^^)  +  ''^^=  '•  ^'^ 

In  special  cases  this  equation  may  be  more  useftilly  expressed 
in  polar  co-ordinates.  Thus,  supposing  the  medium  to  be  sym- 
metrical round  a  centre,  V  and  K  will  be  functions  of  r  alone. 
Then  we  may  either  transform  (2),  or  make  use  of  the  fact  which 
it  expresses.  Describe  a  cone  of  small  conical  angle  cd,  and  cut  off 
a  frustum  by  spheres  of  radii  r  and  r  +  dr,  each  having  the 
vertex  of  the  cone  for  centre.  Then  take  the  surface-integral  of 
normal  force  over  this  frustum.     Its  lateral  surface  contributes 

nothing.    The  end  near  the  origin  contributes  K  —r-  •  «>^,  and 

the  opposite  end  gives 

dr  dr^     dr        ^ 

while  the  included  charge  is  p  .(ar^dr. 
Hence  Foisson's  equation  is 

If  the  dielectric  is  symmetrical  round  an  axis,  Poisson's  equation 
may  be  used  in  the  following  form.  Let  C  be  the  perpendicular 
drawn  from  any  point  to  the  axis ;  then,  taking  the  normal  flux 
of  electromotive  intensity  over  the  cylindrical  element  of  volume, 
since  K  and  F  are  functions  of  f  only,  we  have 

^J  +  47rpC=0.  (4) 

403.]  Equation  for  F  at  an  Electrified  Surface.  In  addition 
to  the  volume  equation  (2)  for  F,  which  holds  at  any  point  of  a 
dielectric,  it  is  necessary  to  see  what  happens  to  the  differential 
coefficients  of  F  at  the  surface  of  separation  of  two  dielectric 
media.  We  shall,  for  generality,  suppose  that  this  sur&ce  is 
electrified,  by  friction  or  otherwise,  and  that  a  is  the  surface- 
density  of  the  charge  at  any  point. 

Consider  a  very  small  element,  dS,  of  the  surface,  and  let  P 
and  Q  (Fig.  278,  p.  262)  be  two  points  on  the  normal  to  it,  P 
being  in  the  one  medium  [Kj)  and  Q  being  in  the  other  (JTg). 
Regard  the  force-intensity  at  P  as  due  to  the  electrified  element 
dS  and  the  remainder  of  the  field.     Let  this  latter  produce  at  P 


rc[«' 
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An  electromotive  intensity  having  components  n  and  t,  re- 
spectively, along  the  normal  and  in  the  tangent  plane.  The 
small  plate  dS  contributes  no  tangential  component,  while  it 
gives  a  normal  component  equal  to  27r(T.  Hence  the  components 
of  force  at  P  are  »  +  2  TT  <r  and  t.  Evidently  at  Q  the  components 
are  «  — 2iro-  and  L     Also  the  normal  force  measured  from  the 

surface  towards  P  is  —KJ~ — >  where  </»,  is  an  element  of  nor- 

mal  drawn  into  the  medium  in  which  P  is;  and  that  of  Q  is 

dF 
—  Jf  2  T-  •    Therefore 

-^^^  =  *  +  '''' 

which  is  the  equation  connecting  the  normal  variations  of  V  in 
the  two  media  at  their  sur&ce  of  separation. 

From  this  it  is  obvious  that  if  a  line  of  force  meets  obliquely  a 
non-conducting  surface  which  is  electrified,  the  line  will  be  re- 
fracted in  pamng  through  the  surface.  For,  the  tangential  com- 
ponent of  force  suffers  no  change,  while  the  normal  component 
does,  in  the  passage  through  the  surface.  At  the  surface  of 
separation  of  a  conductor  and  a  dielectric,  if  o-  is  the  surface- 
density  at  any  point  of  the  conductor,  the  surface  equation  is 
simply  ^Y 

since  no  force  exists  in  the  substance  of  the  conductor. 

404.]  Frinoiple  of  Superposition.  The  additive  property  of 
the  Potential,  which  has  been  already  noted  (Art.  326),  is  one 
which  must  always  be  kept  in  view  in  Electrostatics.  In  virtue 
of  this  principle,  if  in  any  electrical  field  we  have  a  system  of 
charged  bodies,  which  we  may  denote  by  A^  and  another  system 
of  charged  bodies,  which  we  denote  by  J5,  and  if  we  wish  to  deter- 
mine the  total  Potential,  or  the  resultant  force,  at  any  point  due 
to  the  combined  actions  of  A  and  B — or  their  resultant  inductive 
(Alii.  406)  effect  on  any  conductor  in  the  field — we  may  consider 
the  effect  of  A  alone  and  the  effect  of  B  alone,  and  combine  these 
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— by  addition  if  it  is  the  total  Potential  that  we  seek ;  by  vector 
composition  if  it  is  the  resultant  force. 

405.]  Potential  of  the  Earth.     Defining  the  Potential  at  any 

point,  P,  in  space  as  /  —  >  where  r  is  the  distance  between  P  and 

any  point  in  the  Universe  at  which  there  is  a  charge  de,  it  is 
clear  that  the  integration  wonld  take  in  all  the  electrified  bodies 
in  the  Universe.  This  integration  would  give  us  the  Absolute 
Potential  at  P  (on  the  supposition  that  the  electrified  portion  of 
the  Universe  does  not  extend  to  infinity).  What  the  value  of 
this  integration  is  for  points  on  the  Earth  it  is  impossible  to  say, 
and  we  are  not  practically  concerned  with  it.  The  Potential  of 
the  Earth  is  taken  as  zero — since  we  are  never  concerned  with 
anything  but  differences  of  Potential — and  any  body  which  is  put 
in  metallic  connection  with  the  Earth  has  the  zero  potential  of 
the  Earth.     It  is  necessary  to  explain  this  statement. 

Every  electrified  body  is,  of  course,  connected  with  the  Earth 
by  some  means ;  and  even  if  it  were  connected  by  a  wire  with  a 
slab  of  marble  or  of  ebonite  it  would  not  be  *  connected  with  the 
Earth '  in  the  sense  in  which  this  vague  expression  is  intended 
to  be  used — i.e.  it  is  not  at  zero  Potential.  When  a  body  is 
connected  with  the  Earth,  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  always  metal- 
lically connected  with  a  gas  or  water-pipe — that  is,  with  a  con- 
ductor of  vastly  greater  size  than  the  charged  body  itself,  this 
conductor  consisting  of  a  whole  system  of  connected  gas  and 
water-pipes,  moist  earth,  streams,  etc.  Thus  the  charged  body 
shares  its  charge  with  this  huge  conductor,  and  (as  will  appear 
more  clearly  when  we  treat  of  the  capacity  of  a  conductor)  its 
Potential  becomes  sensibly  equal  to  that  of  the  Earth  at  the 
place. 

406.]  Induction.  A  conductor  can  be  electrified  in  either  of 
two  ways — viz.  either  by  touching  it  with  an  electrified  body,  or 
by  bringing  it  near  such  a  body  without  touching  it.  In  the 
latter  case  it  is  said  to  be  electrified  by  induction^  and  this  process 
may  be  exemplified  as  follows.  Take  a  mass  of  metal  of  any 
shape,  either  completely  solid  or  forming  a  shell ;  suspend  it  from 
a  fixed  point  by  a  silk  thread  or  any  other  insulator.  Take  also 
a  small  glass  ball  suspended  by  a  silk  thread,  and  electrified  by 
friction,  so  that  it  has  a  certain  positive  charge.  If  the  suspended 
glass  ball  is  brought  tolerably  close  to  the  conductor,  it  will  be 
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found  that  the  surface  of  the  latter  is  no  longer  in  its  neutral 
state,  the  portion  of  this  surface  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
glass  ball  being  negatively,  while  the  more  remote  portion  of  the 
surface  is  positively,  electrified  The  iofcl  amount  of  electrifica- 
tion on  the  conductor  is  zero,  the  positive  and  n^;ative  amounts 
being  equal  in  quantity,  but  neither  of  them  equal  in  quantity  to 
the  charge  on  the  ball  if  the  conductor  is  solid  or  if  it  is  hollow 
and  the  ball  is  suspended  outside  it.  If  the  conductor  is  hollow, 
and  if  the  glass  ball  is  suspended  within  it  (a  small  aperture 
being  made  in  the  conductor  to  allow  of  this  suspension),  it  will 
be  found  that  the  outer  surfiu^  of  the  conductor  is  at  every  point 
positively  electrified,  while  the  inner  is  everywhere  negatively 
electrified,  the  amounts  of  these  charges  being  equal  and  each 
equal  to  the  ckarge  on  the  surrounded  ball. 

Thus,  whenever  electrification  is  produced  by  induction,  the 
amount  of  positive  electricity  produced  is  equal  to  that  of  nega- 
tive ;  and  this  remains  true  whatever  be  the  mode  in  which 
electrification  is  produced.  If,  for  example,  electrification  is  pro- 
duced by  the  friction  of  ebonite  and  catskin,  the  ebonite  and  the 
catskin  have  charges  of  opposite  signs  and  equal  amounts ;  and 
if  by  the  friction  of  a  piece  of  glass,  and  a  piece  of  resin,  the 
+  charge  on  the  glass  and  the  —  charge  on  the  resin  are  equal 
in  amounts.  All  passes  exactly  as  if  electrification  really  con- 
sisted in  the  decomposition  of  a  perfectly  neutral  fluid — but  then 
this  hypothesis  is  only  one  among  many  that  might  be  devised 
for  explaining  the  &ct. 

In  the  case  in  which  the  glass  ball  is  suspended  inside  the 
hollow  conductor,  we  may  enquire  whether  the  quantity  of  the 
charge  on  the  inner,  or  on  the  outer,  surfiEuse  depends  on  the 
position  of  the  ball  inside.  Now  both  by  experiment  and  by 
theory  we  can  prove  that  the  quantity  of  neither  charge  depends 
on  this  position.  Experimentally  it  is  shown  thus.  Suppose 
that  the  glass  ball  was  electrified  by  friction  with  a  piece  of 
resin.  Suspend  both  the  glass  and  the  resiu  inside  in  any 
positions  whatever,  and  we  find  no  trace  of  electrification  at  any 
point  on  the  outer  surface.  The  glass  and  the  resin  contained 
equal  charges,  and  since  their  efiects  on  the  outer  surface  destroy 
each  other  completely,  the  amount  and  the  law  of  distribution  of 
the  charge  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  conductor  are  both  inde- 
pendent of  the  position  of  the  surrounded  charge.     The  surface- 
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density  of  the  charge  induced  on  the  inner  surface  at  any  point 
will  depend  on  the  position  of  the  included  charge ;  and  when 
both  the  glass  and  the  resin  are  inside  the  conductor,  the  inner 
surface  will  be  electrified,  its  total  charge  being  zero,  so  that 
the  surface-density  is  +  in  one  part  and  —  in  the  other  part  of 
this  inner  sur&ce. 

We  shall  presently  deduce  these  results  from  theory. 

If  instead  of  an  electrified  ^lass  ball  we  had  used  an  electrified 
brass  (or  other  metallic)  ball,  the  results  would  have  been  quite 
the  same ;  but  in  this  case  if  we  allow  the  brass  ball  to  touch 
the  inner  surface,  the  results  will  be  that — 

T.  The  brass  ball  and  the  inner  sur&ce  of  the  conductor  wiU 
both  lose  their  charges  completely. 

a.  The  outer  surfi^^e  of  the  conductor  will  be  charged  with  an 
amount  exactly  equal  to  that  which  the  brass  ball  had,  and  of 
the  same  sign — in  other  words,  the  charge  of  the  brass  ball  is 
simply  transferred  to  the  outer  surface  of  the  conductor. 

This  complete  transference  of  the  charge  from  the  brass  ball 
to  the  conductor  could  not  have  been  efiected  by  suspending  the 
latter  outside  the  conductor  and  then  allowing  the  two  to  touch. 
If  this  is  done,  the  charge  is  divided  between  the  ball  and  the 
conductor  in  a  certain  ratio  depending  on  their  sizes  and  shapes ; 
but  if  the  surface  of  the  conductor  is  very  large  in  comparison 
with  that  of  the  ball,  very  little  of  the  charge  will  remain  on  the 
latter. 

We  have  here  substituted  a  metallic  for  a  glass  ball,  because 
when  the  metallic  ball  touches  the  inside  of  the  conductor,  the 
flow  of  its  charge  takes  place  instantly,  whereas  if  the  ball  were 
of  glass  and  this  were  a  perfect  insulator,  its  charge  could  never 
wholly  combine  with  that  on  the  inner  surfa;ce  of  the  conductor. 

It  is  important,  then,  to  observe  that  if  any  system  of  charged 
bodies  is  completely  surrounded  by  a  conductor,  the  charge 
induced  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  latter  is  always  the  same  in 
amount  and  sign  as  the  sum  of  the  charges  on  the  surrounded 
bodies,  and  this  charge  is  accompanied  by  an  equal  and  opposite 
charge  on  the  inner  surface ;  whereas  if  the  charged  bodies  are 
not  completely  surrounded  by  the  conductor,  the  amounts 
separated  on  it  are  not  each  equal  in  quantity  to  the  sum  of  the 
inducing  charges.  Moreover,  neither  the  amount  nor  the  law  of 
distribution  of  the  charge  induced  on  the  outer  surface  depends 
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on  the  poeitioiis  of  the  ineloded  th^rs^  :  nor  the  tfiKf^m/  of  the 
charge  induced  on  the  inner  soriace.  \^\  the  kw  of  distrihation 
of  this  charge  does.  We  mar  therefore  more  the  internal 
charges  aboot  in  anr  manner  without  prcdocing  any  e£reet  on 
the  ooter  charge  on  the  eondcctor:  we  thos  simply  prodnee 
changes  in  the  dtstribotion.  or  law  of  sorface-density,  of  the 
charge  on  the  inner  sor&ce. 

407.]  Fandamental  Propertias  of  a  Gandnctor.  Suppose  a 
conductor  placed  in  any  electrical  field.  Before  it  was  brought 
into  the  field  let  it  hare  receiTcd  any  charge ;  then  when  it  is 
brought  into  the  field,  its  charge  will  modifr  the  dietribution  of 
dectricitv  on  ctcit  other  conductor,  and  its  own  distribution 
will  also  be  modified  br  the  induction  of  these  bodies. 

Now  tie  surface  of  iih  amd^rfor  u  an  eqtiij^emiial  surface  for 
He  vhoie  efecirieal  system  in  fie  feld^  its  on  electricity  included. 
For,  since  there  is  no  force  at  any  point  in  the  substance  of  the 
conductor,  the  Potential  due  to  all  the  existing  charges  must  be 
constant  throughout  its  mass.  The  same  is  true  for  every  other 
conductor  in  the  field.  Hence  at  erery  point  on  a  conductor 
the  line  of  force  is  perpendicular  to  the  surface. 

Again,  if  tie  conductor  does  not  include  uritiin  itself  any  ciarged 
hody^  tie  Potential  is  tie  same  at  all  points  inside,  and  equal  to 
tiat  on  tie  surface — -just  as  if  the  conductor  were  a  solid  mass  of 
metal,  instead  of  a  shell. 

For,  let  J  be  the  Potential  of  the  conductor,  and  P  any  point 
inside,  at  which  the  Potential  =  B,  and  suppose  B<A.  Draw- 
ing an  infinite  number  of  rays  from  P,  in  all  directions,  to  meet 
the  conductor,  it  must  be  possible  to  find  on  each  ray  a  point  at 
which  the  Potential  has  the  value  C  which  is  intermediate  to 
B  and  A.  These  points  form  a  closed  sur&ce  round  P.  The 
result  follows  then  by  Art.  324,  since  at  everj'  point  of  this 

closed  surface  N,  which  is  -j-,  is  a  positive  quantity,  and  the 

un 

Burfieice-integral  cannot  vanish.  Hence  the  supposition  that  the 
Potential  varies  inside  is  untenable.  Therefore  when  there  is  no 
included  charge,  whatever  there  may  be  outside,  the  whole  space 
inside  the  conductor  is  at  the  same  electrical  level ;  and  in  this 
case  there  is  no  ciarge  at  any  point  on  the  inner  surface  of  tie  con- 
ductor, as  will  be  proved  in  the  next  Article. 

The  inability  of  any  external  electrified  bodies  to  produce  the 
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slightest  ybr(?^  in  the  interior  of  a  closed  conductor  is  shown 
experimentally  in  a  most  striking  manner  by  Taraday^9  home. 
(See  Faraday's  Experimental  Researches^  §  11 74.) 

If  a  conductor  surrounds  any  charged  bodies  and  has  also  any 
charged  bodies  outside  it,  the  amount  of  the  charge  induced  on 
the  inner  sur&ce  is  equal  (with  opposite  sign)  to  the  algebraic 
sum  of  the  charges  surrounded  by  the  conductor. 

Let  A  and  B  (Fig.  311)  be  the  outer  and  inner  surfaces  of  a 
conductor ;  let  S  be  any  closed  surface  drawn  in  the  body  of  the 
conduct-or ;  and  let  the  finely  dotted  lines  at  the  outside  of  the 
outer  and  the  inside  of  the  inner  surface  represent  the  induced 
charges  on  these  surfaces. 

Take  the  sur&ce-integral  of  normal  electromotive  intensity 

over  &  This  is  zero, 
^  because   the  force    is 

®     ^gg^=^ ^^'''^      ®  ^^^  *^  ®®^^  point  on 

^J^     —  —5'  ^^^^  ^'    Hence  e^  =  0  (Artv 

•f     I    (l         ^    **     \  ^     v»  ®^^  ^^  ^^^  surround- 

\    \^^    °    °     J^/    I'  ^   charges    and    the 

J^^  ^;^^<^4ii^_;-55^        /    o        charge  on  B;    there- 

^^>5.^_  ^«f^  fore,  &c. 

°  o  In  this  case  we  may 

usefully  consider  the 
^'«'  3".  effects  of  the  external 

charges,  E^y  and  the  internal  charges,  E^,  separately.  By  Art. 
407  it  appears  that  E^  produces  a  certain  +  and  —  distribution 
wholly  on  the  external  sur&ce,  A^  and  no  effect  whatever  in  the 
substance  of  the  conductor,  so  that  no  part  of  the  charge  on  B 
is  due  to  the  external  charges. 

The  charge  on  the  inner  surface,  B,  is  due  wholly  to  the  sur- 
rounded charges,  E. ,  and  the  charge  on  the  outer  surfiace.  A,  is  partly 
due  to  jE^,  this  part  being  equal  to  E^,  Thus  the  total  charge  on 
A  is  due  partly  to  the  external  and  partly  to  the  internal  charges, 
while  the  charge  on  B  is  due  wholly  to  the  internal  charges. 

Again,  lines  of  force  do  not  exist  in  the  substance  of  a  conductor  ; 
they  cease  at  its  surface  of  contact  with  the  surrounding,  or 
included,  dielectric  medium.     Defining  the  positive  sense  along 

KN 

a  line  of  force  as  that  in  which  the  force  acts,  since  o-  ==  — —  > 

4» 
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mt  a  point  either  m  like  oxnic  re  cm  1^  JTmcr  fdc&of  s:  wmcb 
the  sm&ee-denaiT  k  ^.  ^aifei-  qik^  i€  iva^M:  Kt&ri^  ^mr.  thf 
surfiiee  of  tiie  eoDdoeur  izn<'  lan-  njecrinii :  sikd  st  &  T-oini  &i 
which  9  is  ~.  tite  line  c>f  furoe  etaocF  inu*  t^  FxzdSftee  frcmi  lii^ 
medimii.  But  lins  of  f.Tsse  in  iiie  Fpste?  Banrnmoed  Vy  tbf 
eondocior  (when  iher  eass^ — Mr  tiic^  dc*  whtTi  there  £re  eharge^ 
inside)  ue  in  no  BcnHr  tc  lie  r(q|!£TQec  a€  c^antmcfttionf  of  thr 
lines  of  force  «tBrcin£r  fran.  or  «ir«erin2'.  the  er&en«T  cnrfiacf-. 
We  mar  expras  thie'  ebanirterkae  i-f  a  e-.-ndoedn?  siil«t3mf  e 
otiiennse.  thus — mo  ele^riMoaiit  afrfum  cam  he  yroyapat-ed  iknwpl  a 
eamdmcfimp  ntbt^-amst  tVjiid  or  litjtdd  :  eucb  actions  are  tsy^ 
pagaied  onlr  thronah  TriWiTtimg  media :  whenee  ther  were 
eaUed  didesfric$  Inr  Famdar. 

Hie  diazsre  on  eith^-  sur'aaee  of  ecxstaet  of  a  hollow  ^mductor 
with  the  dielectric — wlietha*  this  chaT^ere  be  due  to  the  inducrion 
of  the  ctiier  €diai:?<ed  bodieE  in  the  field,  or  10  conUict  oriirinkllv 
with  a  ehai^gred  hodr.  or  to  bcit^ — is  sumeumes  measured  wiih 
refierenoe  to   vMif  ivlet  tffor^t  boe  Art.  S4  0]- 

It  is  manifest  that  if  we  llll  the  whole  dielectric  space  ic  the 
field  (honeTHXxmb  iasLioD  >  with  unit  tubes,  the  number  of  such 
tabes  (factions  indnded  which  stiirt  fr<m  the  sariace  ik  ecju&l 
to  4?  times  the  total  a];?e)mic  char^  ou  the  suriace.  Thir  ih 
lUfcthing  more  than  a  re-«tatem€!Ut  of  the  fundamental  rcKult 

y  I   *- . 

tr  =z  —  J  or     udh  -=.  —  /  i^dh  *. 

4x  4r  ' 

» 

40^.]  Innar  and  Outer  SoxliMie-DeDaitiaa  at  any  point  on 
a  Condnctor.  Liet  J^  and  Ch 
(Rgr.  31 2j  be  portioDs  of  the 
outer  and  inner  suriaces  of  a  cloaed 
eonductor :  over  the  contour  of  any 
small  element  of  areai.  dH,  at  i* 
dxaw  normals,  thus  furmixi^  a  tube 
of  force  I  repreiieiJted  in  the  ii^tire 
Irr  the  normalb  tsXF  and  (^)\  pio- 
dnoe  these  uormak  to  meet  the  inner  hurfcice.  and  tbrou^li  the 


.^-"--TTpz 

li 

1 

I> 

JHig  3'^- 

•  11»  w»T  nkU0t  in  vc^u*  will  elMTWiciMj*  lor  *:Xf««iP'iiig  tU:  vLttrv^:  '^li  oJj* 
•m^MXr  of  *  OUOdLCSAT  k  UM:  loUuMili^.  IlUl^iMr  aJl  tW  b«Id  fili^rd  witxj  /»Ne»  uf 
fo«oe ;  tii«i  tLe  liuiuber  of  ti*«*t  iHmx  mven*<Lt  iW  i-uiibMr  ib  tiit  putit:\t  drect  «»u 
if>  ft  luefttfunr  of  ti«t  ei**rgf  ol  h.  A  v«rr  JiMxni^eu^eiit  iu«ftiiur«r.  iruly.  Not  oii}> 
i»  tlik  ntode  of  e|A«kixi^  tfijuttiLabk.  Imii  h  u  lafttLtUiftticftljy  mj(r.bAibk  to 
ktiadi  Ibe  elij^LuMit  loi^icft!  lueauuLi^'  io  it. 
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inner  surface  towards  the  interior.  The  normals  drawn  outwards 
at  P,  Q, ...  are  lines  of  force ;  the  portions  Pp^  Qq^ ...  of  them 
inside  the  substance  of  the  conductor  cannot  be  regarded  as 
lines  of  force,  because  no  force  exists  within  this  substance  ;  the 
normals  drawn  inwards  at  j9,  ^, ...  are  lines  offeree  if  the  Poten- 
tial is  not  constant  inside,  i.  e.  if  there  are  charged  bodies  inside 
the  conductor — as  we  now  suppose  to  be  the  case. 

Draw  any  normal  section,  a,  of  the  external  tube  indefinitely 
close  to  PQ ;  any  normal  section,  c,  of  the  internal  tube  indefi- 
nitely close  to  pq\  and  any  normal  section,  d,  within  the 
substance. 

Let  (T  be  the  surface-density  at  P,  and  let  N  be  the  electro- 
motive intensity  at  any  point  on  the  section  a ;  then  take  the 
surface-integral  of  normal  force  over  the  closed  tubular  surface 
terminated  by  the  sections  a  and  b.  Normal  force  exists  only 
on  the  section  a,  and  if  dS^  is  the  area  of  this  section,  we  have 

by  Art.  399,  K.N.d^^i^<..dS, 

K.N=4itir,  (1) 


•  • 


(K  being  the  specific  inductive  capacity  of  the  external  medium,) 

since  in  the  limit  jo  =  1. 

If  F  is  the  Potential  of  the  conductor,  and  dn  is  an  element  of 
the  outward-drawn  normal  at  P,  we  have 

^"      dn' 

hence  <r=  — -— -3-.  (2) 

A.Tt  an  ' 

Let  <r'  be  the  surface-density  at  jo,  K'  the  specific  inductive 
capacity  of  the  internal  medium,  dn'  an  element  of  inward- 
drawn  normal ;  then  integrating  over  the  tube  terminated  by 
the  sections  b  and  c,  we  have 

«^'=--S-  (3) 

411  dn'  ^  ' 

From  (3)  we  have  at  once  the  result  mentioned  (see  p.  491)  in 

the  last  Article ;   for  if  T  does  not  vary  towards  the  interior, 

dV 

J-,  =  0,  therefore  o-'  =  0  at  every  point. 

409.]  Fundamental  Theorem.     On  a  conductor  removed  from 
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tie  influence  cf  all  el^trifed  bodies  a  charge  of  given  amount  can  he 
diftribnied  in  only  one  way. 

Suppose  a  charge  of  amount  e  given  to  the  conductor  by 
contact  with  a  charged  body  which  is  then  removed,  and  let  <r 
be  the  sur&ce-deneiiy  at  any  point,  P.  If  possible,  let  the 
charge  e  be  spread  over  the  surface  in  another  manner  so  that  a 
is  the  surface-density  at  P.  Let  the  first  distribution  produce 
a  Potential  A  on  the  conductor,  and  the  second  a  Potential  A\ 
Beverse  the  second  distribution  in  sign  and  superpose  it  on  the 
first;  this  superposition  gives  a  new  state  of  equilibrium  with 
surface-density  a  — o-^  at  P  and  a  Potential  A^A'  on  the  con- 
ductor^ with  a  total  chaige  equal  to  zero.  This  is  impossible. 
For,  let  C  be  any  magnitude  between  A— A'  and  zero.  Then 
since  at  all  points  at  infinity  the  Potential  due  to  the  charge  is 
zero,  it  is  possible  to  surround  the  conductor  wilh  a  closed 
surface,  -S,  at  every  point  of  which  the  Potential  is  C,  Taking 
U  =^Vm  Greenes  equation,  apply  this  equation  to  the  surface  S 
and  the  included  space.     Thus  we  have 

where  R  is  the  resultant  force  at  any  internal  point. 

Now  V^r.dQ,  is  zero  at  all  points  inside  8,  except  points 
on  the  sur&ce  of  the  given  conductor,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that 
at  Py  it  d8  is  an  element  of  area  of  the  surfiice  of  the  conductor, 
V*r.(/X2=  -4ir(<r~(r')(/iS.     Hence  (l)  becomes 

'-iif{A^A')f(a^a')dS  =  cf^dS^JlPda.         (2) 

But  the  left-hand  int^^l  is  zero,  since  the  total  charge^on 
the  conductor  is  zero.  Again,  by  Art.  399,  the  first  integral  on 
the  right-hand  side  is  zero ;  hence  the  remaining  integral  =  0, 

ie-  ^  =  0, 

at  every  point  inside  Sy  and  therefore  at  every  point,  P,  on  the 

R 
conductor.    But  (Art.  408)  <r  —  </  =  —  >  therefore  a  =  </  at  every 

point,  and  the  two  distributions  are  identicaL 

This  very  important  result  may  be  thus  stated — if  we  know 
any  one  possible  mode  of  distributing  a  given  charge  on  a  given  con- 
ductor which  is  removed  from  the  influence  cf  all  electrified  bodies, 
we  know  the  only  one  possible. 
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Thus,  for  instance,  if  a  sphere  of  radius  a  centimetres  re- 
ceives a  charge  of  e  units,  one  (and  therefore  the  only)  mode  of 
distribution  consists  in  spreading  the  charge  uniformly  over  the 
surface,  so  that  at  each  point 


<r  = 


4  77  a 


2 


In  the  same  way  it  can  be  proved  that  in  a  system  of  insulated 
conductors  placed  in  given  positions,  if  the  total  charge  on  each 
of  them  is  zero,  the  only  possible  distribution  is  one  in  which 
each  conductor  is  in  its  natural  state. 

For,  if  possible,  let  there  be  a  distribution  in  which  the  poten- 
tials on  the  conductors  are,  in  order  of  descending  magnitudes, 
Fj,  Fg,  F3, ....  Then  it  is  evidently  possible  to  describe  round 
the  conductor  whose  potential  is  F^  a  closed  surface  which  will 
not  meet  any  of  the  other  conductors  and  on  which  the  potential 
has  a  constant  value,  a,  <  F^,  and  >  F^.  Applying  equation  (I) 
to  this  surface  and  its  enclosed  volume,  we  have 

fiPda  =  af^ds+  ^irr^fpda. 

NowyprfI2  =  0,  by  hypothesis;  therefore,  as  before,  R  =  0, 
and  the  first  conductor  is  in  its  natural  state.  Proceed  to  the 
second,  &c. 

If  each  conductor,  instead  of  having  zero  charge,  has  a 
charge  of  given  amount,  there  is  only  one  law  of  distribution  on 
each  conductor^  the  relative  positions  of  all  the  conductors  being 
supposed  fixed.  For,  if  there  be  a  second  possible  distribution, 
reverse  it  and  superpose  it  on  the  first ;  then  each  conductor  has 
zero  charge,  and  is,  by  what  has  just  been  proved,  in  its  natural 
state  at  every  point. 

This  result  will  be  useful  when  we  deal  with  Capacities, 

410.]  Free  Charge  on  a  Conductor.  If  an  insulated 
conductor  is  touched  by  an  electrified  body  which  is  then 
removed  so  far  as  to  produce  no  influence  on  the  conductor,  the 
portion  of  the  charge  which  has  been  taken  up  by  the  conductor 
spreads  over  its  outer  surface  after  the  manner  of  a  thin  layer  of 
gravitating  matter  with  thickness  varying  from  point  to 
point — or  with  variable  surface-density.  This  layer  is,  of  course, 
in  equilibrium  under  its  own  repulsive  forces ;  it  produces  con- 
st-ant  potential  all  over  the  conductor  and  all  through  its  interior. 
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It  is  called  a  free  charge.  Since  it  is  self-equilibrating,  it  would 
be  more  expressively  called  an  idiostatic  charge. 

Let  its  amount  be  e  electrostatic  units.  Then,  fix)m  what  has 
been  proved,  it  cannot,  while  self-equilibrating,  be  spread  over 
the  surface  in  any  other  way.  Let  v  be  the  Potential  which  it 
produces  on  and  through  the  conductor,  and  a  its  surface-density 
at  any  point  P.  Let  another  charge  also  equal  to  ^  be  given  to 
the  conductor,  so  that  the  total  charge  on  it  =  2«;  then  the 
Potential  =  2t;,  and  the  sur&ce-density  at  P  =  2a.  Hence  if 
the  charge  on  the  conductor  is  made  ne^  the  Potential  =  nv,  and 
the  surface-density  at  P  =  wo*. 

Thus,  then,  if  the  total  charge  on  an  insulated  conductor 
removed  from  the  influence  of  all  charged  bodies  is  E,  and  the 

Potential  on  it  is  F,  the  ratio  -p  is  constant  for  all  values  of  K 

This  ratio  is,  for  example,  equal  to  the  number  of  e.  s.  units 
(Art.  398)  which  must  be  given  to  the  conductor  in  order  to 
raise  its  Potential  from  zero  to  one  erg  per  e.  s.  unity  or  it  is  the 
reciprocal  of  the  Potential  which  will  be  produced  by  imparting 
to  the  conductor  a  charge  of  one  e.  s.  unit. 

A  free,  or  idiostatic,  charge  is  contrasted  with  an  induced,  or 
*  bound',  charge.  If  an  electrified  body  is  brought  near  the 
outside  of  a  conductor,  a  charge  will  be  induced  on  the  outer 
surface  of  the  conductor,  with  +  and  —  surface-densities  in 
different  portions.  But  this  induced  chargfe  is  not  self-equili- 
brating; it  disappears  the  moment  the  inducing  charged  body 
is  withdrawn,  and  it  was  kept  in  equiUbrium  partly  by  its  own 
attractive  and  repulsive  forces  and  partly  by  those  of  the 
inducing  body. 

A  '  bound '  and  an  idiostatic  chargpe  may  both  simultaneously 
exist  on  the  same  conductor,  by  superposition.  Thus,  if  the 
conductor  had  received  an  idiostatic  charge  previously  to  the 
approach  of  the  inducing  body,  we  might  in  imagination  com- 
pletely separate  the  two  charges  and  regard  the  idiostatic  charge 
as  existing  all  the  time,  with  the  other  simply  superposed. 

From  what  has  been  said  (Art.  406)  about  the  effect  of 
charges  surrounded  by  a  hollow  conductor,  it  may  readily  be 
conjectured  that  the  charge  which  they  induce  on  the  outer 
surface  (^,  Fig.  31 1)  of  the  conductor  is  idiostatic ;  and  that  this 
is  so  we  shall  presently  prove. 

VOL.  n.  K  k 
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Hence  Poisson's  equation  becomes 

In  special  cases  this  equation  may  be  more  usefully  expressed 
in  polar  co-ordinates.  Thus,  supposing  the  medium  to  be  sym- 
metrical round  a  centre,  V  and  K  will  be  functions  of  r  alone. 
Then  we  may  either  transform  (2),  or  make  use  of  the  fact  which 
it  expresses.  Describe  a  cone  of  small  conical  angle  a>,  and  cut  off 
a  frustum  by  spheres  of  radii  t  and  r-^dr,  each  having  the 
vertex  of  the  cone  for  centre.  Then  take  the  surface-integral  of 
normal  force  over  this  frustum.     Its  lateral  surface  contributes 

dr 

nothing.     The  end  near  the  origin  contributes  K  -j-  •  tar^,  and 
the  opposite  end  gives 

dr  dr^     dr        ^ 

while  the  included  charge  is  p. (or^dr. 
Hence  Poisson's  equation  is 

If  the  dielectric  is  symmetrical  round  an  axis,  Poisson's  equation 
may  be  used  in  the  following  form.  Let  C  ^  the  perpendicular 
drawn  from  any  point  to  the  axis ;  then,  taking  the  normal  flux 
of  electromotive  intensity  over  the  cylindrical  element  of  volume, 
since  ^and  Fare  functions  of  Coi^ly*  we  have 

403.]  Equation  for  T  at  an  Eleotrifled  Surface.  In  addition 
to  the  volume  equation  (2)  for  F,  which  holds  at  any  point  of  a 
dielectric,  it  is  necessary  to  see  what  happens  to  the  differential 
coefficients  of  F  at  the  surface  of  separation  of  two  dielectric 
media.  We  shall,  for  generality,  suppose  that  this  surface  is 
electrified,  by  friction  or  otherwise,  and  that  a  is  the  surface- 
density  of  the  charge  at  any  point. 

Consider  a  very  small  element,  dS,  of  the  surface,  and  let  P 
and  Q  (Fig.  278,  p.  262)  be  two  points  on  the  normal  to  it,  P 
being  in  the  one  medium  {K^)  and  Q  being  in  the  other  (Zg). 
Regard  the  force-intensity  at  P  as  due  to  the  electrified  element 
dS  and  the  remainder  of  the  field.     Let  this  latter  produce  at  P 
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an  electromotive  intensity  having  components  n  and  t^  re- 
spectively, along  the  normal  and  in  the  tangent  plane.  The 
small  plate  dS  contributes  no  tangential  component,  while  it 
gives  a  normal  component  equal  to  27rfT,  Hence  the  components 
of  force  at  P  are  n  +  2Tr<T  and  t.  Evidently  at  Q  the  components 
are  n  —  2it(T  and  t.     Also  the  normal  force  measured  from  the 

fdV 
surface  towards  P  is  —  KXz —  >  where  </»,  is  an  element  of  nor- 

mal  drawn  into  the  medium  in  which  P  is;  and  that  of  Q  is 

r.  dF     ^ 
— A  2  T~ '    Therefore 

^""^  ^  dV 

—ill  ^—  =  «t  +  2w(r, 

which  is  the  equation  connecting  the  normal  variations  of  V  in 
the  two  media  at  their  surface  of  separation. 

From  this  it  is  obvious  that  if  a  line  of  force  meets  obliquely  a 
non-conducting  surface  which  is  electrified,  the  line  will  be  re- 
fraeted  in  passing  through  the  surface.  For,  the  tangential  com- 
ponent of  force  sufiers  no  change,  while  the  normal  component 
does,  in  the  passage  through  the  surface.  At  the  surfiice  of 
separation  of  a  conductor  and  a  dielectric,  if  a  is  the  surface- 
density  at  any  point  of  the  conductor,  the  surface  equation  is 
simply  HY 

since  no  force  exists  in  the  substance  of  the  conductor. 

404.]  Frinoiple  of  Superposition.  The  additive  property  of 
the  Potential,  which  has  been  already  noted  (Art.  326),  is  one 
which  must  always  be  kept  in  view  in  Electrostatics.  In  virtue 
of  this  principle,  if  in  any  electrical  field  we  have  a  system  of 
charged  bodies,  which  we  may  denote  by  A^  and  another  system 
of  charged  bodies,  which  we  denote  by  5,  and  if  we  wish  to  deter- 
mine the  total  Potential,  or  the  resultant  force,  at  any  point  due 
to  the  combined  actions  of  A  and  B — or  their  resultant  inductive 
(Art.  406)  effect  on  any  conductor  in  the  field — we  may  consider 
the  effect  of  A  alone  and  the  effect  of  ^  alone,  and  combine  these 
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— by  addition  if  it  is  the  total  Potential  that  we  seek ;  by  vector 
composition  if  it  is  the  resultant  force. 

405.]  Potential  of  the  Earth.     Defining  the  Potential  at  any 

point,  P,  in  space  as  1  —  >  where  t  is  the  distance  between  P  and 

any  point  in  the  Universe  at  which  there  is  a  charge  de^  it  is 
clear  that  the  integration  wonld  take  in  all  the  electrified  bodies 
in  the  Universe.  This  integration  would  give  us  the  Absolute 
Potential  at  P  (on  the  supposition  that  the  electrified  portion  of 
the  Universe  does  not  extend  to  infinity).  What  the  value  of 
this  integration  is  for  points  on  the  Earth  it  is  impossible  to  say, 
and  we  are  not  practically  concerned  with  it.  The  Potential  of 
the  Earth  is  taken  as  zero — since  we  are  never  concerned  with 
anything  but  differences  of  Potential — and  any  body  which  is  put 
in  metallic  connection  with  the  Earth  has  the  zero  potential  of 
the  Earth.     It  is  necessary  to  explain  this  statement. 

Every  electrified  body  is,  of  course,  connected  with  the  Earth 
by  some  means ;  and  even  if  it  were  connected  by  a  wire  with  a 
slab  of  marble  or  of  ebonite  it  would  not  be  *  connected  with  the 
Earth '  in  the  sense  in  which  this  vagtie  expression  is  intended 
to  be  used — i.e.  it  is  not  at  zero  Potential.  "When  a  body  is 
connected  with  the  Earth,  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  always  metal- 
lically connected  with  a  gas  or  water-pipe — ^that  is,  with  a  con- 
ductor of  vastly  greater  size  than  the  charged  body  itself,  this 
conductor  consisting  of  a  whole  system  of  connected  gas  and 
water-pipes,  moist  earth,  streams,  etc.  Thus  the  charged  body 
shares  its  charge  with  this  huge  conductor,  and  (as  will  appear 
more  clearly  when  we  treat  of  the  capacity  of  a  conductor)  its 
Potential  becomes  sensibly  equal  to  that  pf  the  Earth  at  the 
place. 

406.]  Induction.  A  conductor  can  be  electrified  in  either  of 
two  ways — viz.  either  by  touching  it  with  an  electrified  body,  or 
by  bringing  it  near  such  a  body  without  touching  it.  In  the 
latter  case  it  is  said  to  be  electrified  by  induction^  and  this  process 
may  be  exemplified  as  follows.  Take  a  mass  of  metal  of  any 
shape,  either  completely  solid  or  forming  a  shell ;  suspend  it  from 
a  fixed  point  by  a  silk  thread  or  any  other  insulator.  Take  also 
a  small  glass  ball  suspended  by  a  silk  thread,  and  electrified  by 
friction,  so  that  it  has  a  certain  positive  charge.  If  the  sospended 
glass  ball  is  brought  tolerably  close  to  the  conductor,  it  will  be 
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found  that  the  surface  of  the  latter  is  no  longer  in  its  neutral 
state,  the  portion  of  this  surface  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
glass  ball  being  negatively,  while  the  more  remote  portion  of  the 
surface  is  positively,  electrified  The  total  amount  of  electrifica- 
tion on  the  conductor  is  zero,  the  positive  and  negative  amounts 
being  equal  in  quantity,  but  neither  of  them  equal  in  quantity  to 
the  charge  on  the  ball  if  the  conductor  is  solid  or  if  it  is  hollow 
and  the  ball  is  suspended  outside  it.  If  the  conductor  is  hollow, 
and  if  the  glass  ball  is  suspended  within  it  (a  small  aperture 
being  made  in  the  conductor  to  allow  of  this  suspension),  it  will 
be  found  that  the  outer  surface  of  the  conductor  is  at  every  point 
positively  electrified,  while  the  inner  is  everywhere  negatively 
electrified,  the  amounts  of  these  charges  being  equal  and  each 
eqval  to  the  charge  on  the  surrounded  ball. 

Thus,  whenever  electrification  is  produced  by  induction,  the 
amount  of  positive  electricity  produced  is  equal  to  that  of  nega- 
tive ;  and  this  remains  true  whatever  be  the  mode  in  which 
electrification  is  produced.  If,  for  example,  electrification  is  pro- 
duced by  the  friction  of  ebonite  and  catskin,  the  ebonite  and  the 
catskin  have  charges  of  opposite  signs  and  equal  amounts ;  and 
if  by  the  friction  of  a  piece  of  glass,  and  a  piece  of  resin,  the 
+  charge  on  the  glass  and  the  —  charge  on  the  resin  are  equal 
in  amounts.  All  passes  exactly  as  if  electrification  really  con- 
sisted in  the  decomposition  of  a  perfectly  neutral  fluid — but  then 
this  hypothesis  is  only  one  among  many  that  might  be  devised 
for  explaining  the  fact. 

In  the  case  in  which  the  glass  ball  is  suspended  inside  the 
hollow  conductor,  we  may  enquire  whether  the  quantity  of  the 
charge  on  the  inner,  or  on  the  outer,  surface  depends  on  the 
position  of  the  ball  inside.  Now  both  by  experiment  and  by 
theory  we  can  prove  that  the  quantity  of  neither  charge  depends 
on  this  position.  Experimentally  it  is  shown  thus.  Suppose 
that  the  glass  ball  was  electrified  by  friction  with  a  piece  of 
resin.  Suspend  both  the  glass  and  the  resin  inside  in  any 
positions  whatever,  and  we  find  no  trace  of  electrification  at  any 
point  on  the  outer  surface.  The  glass  and  the  resin  contained 
equal  charges,  and  since  their  effects  on  the  outer  surface  destroy 
each  other  completely,  the  amount  and  the  law  of  distribution  of 
the  charge  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  conductor  are  both  inde- 
pendent of  the  position  of  the  surrounded  charge.     The  surface- 
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density  of  the  charge  induced  on  the  inner  sur&ce  at  any  point 
will  depend  on  the  position  of  the  included  charge ;  and  when 
both  the  glass  and  the  resin  are  inside  the  conductor,  the  inner 
surface  will  be  electrified,  its  total  charge  being  zero,  so  that 
the  surface-density  is  +  in  one  part  and  —  in  the  other  part  of 
this  inner  surface. 

We  shall  presently  deduce  these  results  from  theory. 

If  instead  of  an  electrified  ffla^s  ball  we  had  used  an  electrified 
brass  (or  other  metallic)  ball,  the  results  would  have  been  quite 
the  same ;  but  in  this  case  if  we  allow  the  brass  ball  to  touch 
the  inner  surface,  the  results  will  be  that — 

T.  The  brass  ball  and  the  inner  sur&ce  of  the  conductor  will 
both  lose  their  charges  completely. 

2.  The  outer  sur&ce  of  the  conductor  will  be  charged  with  an 
amount  exactly  equal  to  that  which  the  brass  ball  had,  and  of 
the  same  sign — in  other  words,  the  charge  of  the  brass  ball  is 
simply  transferred  to  the  outer  surface  of  the  conductor. 

This  complete  transference  of  the  charge  from  the  brass  ball 
to  the  conductor  could  not  have  been  efiected  by  suspending  the 
latter  ouUide  the  conductor  and  then  allowing  the  two  to  touch. 
If  this  is  done,  the  charge  is  divided  between  the  ball  and  the 
conductor  in  a  certain  ratio  depending  on  their  sizes  and  shapes ; 
but  if  the  surfiice  of  the  conductor  is  very  large  in  comparison 
with  that  of  the  ball,  very  little  of  the  charge  will  remain  on  the 
latter. 

We  have  here  substituted  a  metallic  for  a  glass  ball,  because 
when  the  metallic  ball  touches  the  inside  of  the  conductor,  the 
flow  of  its  charge  takes  place  instantly,  whereas  if  the  ball  were 
of  glass  and  this  were  a  perfect  insulator,  its  charge  could  never 
wholly  combine  with  that  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  conductor. 

It  is  important,  then,  to  observe  that  if  any  system  of  charged 
bodies  is  completely  surrounded  by  a  conductor,  the  charge 
induced  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  latter  is  always  the  same  in 
amount  and  sign  as  the  sum  of  the  charges  on  the  surrounded 
bodies,  and  this  charge  is  accompanied  by  an  equal  and  opposite 
charge  on  the  inner  surface ;  whereas  if  the  charged  bodies  are 
not  completely  surrounded  by  the  conductor,  the  amounts 
separated  on  it  are  not  each  equal  in  quantity  to  the  sum  of  the 
inducing  charges.  Moreover,  neither  the  amount  nor  the  law  of 
distribution  of  the  charge  induced  on  the  outer  surface  depends 
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on  the  positions  of  the  incladed  charges ;  nor  the  amount  of  the 
charge  induced  on  the  inner  surface,  but  the  law  of  distribution 
of  this  charge  does.  We  may  therefore  move  the  internal 
charges  about  in  any  manner  without  producing  any  effect  on 
the  outer  charge  on  the  conductor;  we  thus  simply  produce 
changes  in  the  distribution,  or  law  of  surface-density,  of  the 
charge  on  the  inner  surface. 

407.]  Fundamental  Properties  of  a  Conduotor.  Suppose  a 
conductor  placed  in  any  electrical  field.  Before  it  was  brought 
into  the  field  let  it  have  received  any  charge ;  then  when  it  is 
brought  into  the  field,  its  charge  will  modify  the  distribution  of 
electricity  on  every  other  conductor,  and  its  own  distribution 
will  also  be  modified  by  the  induction  of  these  bodies. 

Now  the  surface  of  this  conductor  is  an  equipotential  surface  for 
the  whole  ehctrical  system  in  the  fields  its  own  electricity  included. 
For,  since  there  is  no  force  at  any  point  in  the  substance  of  the 
conductor,  the  Potential  due  to  all  the  existing  charges  must  be 
constant  throughout  its  mass.  The  same  is  true  for  every  other 
conductor  in  the  field.  Hence  at  every  point  on  a  conductor 
the  line  of  force  is  perpendicular  to  the  surface. 

Again,  if  the  conductor  does  not  include  within  itself  any  charged 
body^  the  Potential  is  the  same  at  all  points  inside^  and  equal  to 
that  on  the  surface — -just  as  if  the  conductor  were  a  solid  mass  of 
metal,  instead  of  a  shell. 

For,  let  A  be  the  Potential  of  the  conductor,  and  P  any  point 
inside,  at  which  the  Potential  =  B,  and  suppose  B<A.  Draw- 
ing an  infinite  number  of  rays  from  P,  in  all  directions,  to  meet 
the  conductor,  it  must  be  possible  to  find  on  each  ray  a  point  at 
which  the  Potential  has  the  value  C  which  is  intermediate  to 
B  and  A,  These  points  form  a  closed  sur&ce  round  P.  The 
result  follows  then  by  Art.  324,  since  at  every  point  of  this 

dY 
closed  surface  iV^  which  is  -r-,  is  a  positive  quantity,  and  the 

an 

surface-integral  cannot  vanish.     Hence  the  supposition  that  the 

Potential  varies  inside  is  untenable.     Therefore  when  there  ia  no 

included  charge,  whatever  there  may  be  outside,  the  whole  space 

inside  the  conductor  is  at  the  same  electrical  level ;  and  in  this 

case  there  is  no  charge  at  any  point  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  con- 

ductor,  as  will  be  proved  in  the  next  Article. 

The  inability  of  any  external  electrified  bodies  to  produce  the 
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slightest /brce  in  the  interior  of  a  closed  conductor  is  shown 
experimentally  in  a  most  striking  manner  by  Faradaif%  house. 
(See  Faraday's  Experimental  Researches,  §  1 1 74.) 

If  a  condactor  surrounds  any  charged  bodies  and  \\bb  also  any 
charged  bodies  outside  it,  the  amount  of  the  charge  induced  on 
the  inner  surface  is  equal  (with  opposite  sign)  to  the  algebraic 
sum  of  the  charges  surrounded  by  the  conductor. 

Let  A  and  B  (Fig.  311)  be  the  outer  and  inner  surfaces  of  a 
conductor ;  let  5  be  any  closed  surface  drawn  in  the  body  of  the 
conductor ;  and  let  the  finely  dotted  lines  at  the  outside  of  the 
outer  and  the  inside  of  the  inner  sur&ce  represent  the  induced 
charges  on  these  surfaces. 

Take  the  surface-integral  of  normal  electromotive  intensity 

over  S.     This  is  zero, 
^  because   the  force    is 

zero  at  each  point  on 
5.  Hence  e^  =  0  (Art 
399);  but  e^  is  the 
sum  of  the  surround- 
ed charges  and  the 
^  charge  on  B\  there- 
fore, &c. 

In  this  case  we  may 
usefiiUy  consider  the 
*'^8f-  311.  effects  of  the  external 

charges,  E^ ,  and  the  internal  charges,  E^ ,  separately.  By  Art. 
407  it  appears  that  E^  produces  a  certain  +  and  —  distribution 
wholly  on  the  external  surfiice,  -4,  and  no  effect  whatever  in  the 
substance  of  the  conductor,  so  that  no  part  of  the  charge  on  B 
is  due  to  the  external  charges. 

The  charge  on  the  inner  surface,  -B,  is  due  wholly  to  the  sur- 
rounded charges,  E^ ,  and  the  charge  on  the  outer  sur&ce,  -4,  is  partly 
due  to  E^,  this  part  being  equal  to  E^,  Thus  the  total  charge  on 
A  is  due  partly  to  the  external  and  partly  to  the  internal  charges, 
while  the  charge  on  B  is  due  wholly  to  the  internal  charges. 

Again,  lines  of  force  do  not  exist  in  the  substance  of  a  conductor  ; 
they  cease  at  its  surface  of  contact  with  the  surrounding,  or 
included,  dielectric  medium.     Defining  the  positive  sense  along 

KN 
a  line  of  force  as  that  in  which  the  force  acts,  since  <r  ==  — —  > 

4ir 
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at  a  point  either  on  the  outer  or  on  the  inner  surface  at  which 
the  surfece-density  is  +,  the  line  of  force  starts  from  the 
surface  of  the  conductor  into  the  medium ;  and  at  a  point  at 
which  (T  is  — ,  the  line  of  force  comes  into  the  surface  from  the 
medium.  But  lines  of  force  in  the  space  surrounded  by  the 
conductor  (when  they  exist — as  they  do  when  there  are  charges 
inside)  are  in  no  sense  to  be  regarded  as  continuations  of  the 
lines  of  force  starting  from,  or  entering,  the  exterior  surface. 
We  may  express  this  characteristic  of  a  conducting  substance 
otherwise,  thus — no  electrostatic  action  can  he  propagated  through  a 
conducting  substance  (solid  or  liquid) ;  such  actions  are  pro- 
pagated only  through  insulating  media;  whence  they  were 
called  dielectrics  by  Faraday. 

The  charge  on  either  surface  of  contact  of  a  hollow  conductor 
with  the  dielectric — whether  this  charge  be  due  to  the  induction 
of  the  other  charged  bodies  in  the  field,  or  to  contact  originally 
with  a  charged  body,  or  to  both — is  sometimes  measured  with 
reference  to   unit  tubes  offeree  (see  Art.  340), 

It  is  manifest  that  if  we  fill  the  whole  dielectric  space  in  the 
field  (honey-comb  fashion)  with  unit  tubes,  the  number  of  such 
tubes  (fractions  included)  which  ^\sixi  from  the  surface  is  equal 
to  4  7r  times  the  total  algebraic  charge  on  the  surface.  This  is 
nothing  more  than  a  re-statement  of  the  fundamental  result 

(T  =  -j^  ,  or     <jdS=^  [NdS*. 
47r  A.TtJ 

408.]  Inner  and  Outer  Snr&oe-Densities  at  any  point  on 
a  Conduotor.  Let  AB  and  CD 
{Yig.  312)  be  portions  of  the 
outer  and  inner  surfaces  of  a  closed 
conductor ;  over  the  contour  of  any  ^ 
small  element  of  area,  dSy  a,t  P 
draw  normals,  thus  forming  a  tube 
of  force  (represented  in  the  figure 
by  the  normals  at  P  and  Q)  ;  pro- 
duce these  normals  to  meet  the  inner  surface,  and  through  the 


*  The  way  most  in  vogue  with  electricians  for  expreswng  the  charge  on  or.e 
surface  of  a  conductor  is  the  following.  Imagine  all  the  Beld  filled  with  line*  of 
force ;  then  the  number  of  these  that  intersect  the  surface  in  the  positive  direction 
is  a  measure  of  the  charge  on  it.  A  very  inconvenient  measure,  truly.  Not  only 
is  this  mode  of  speaking  unjustifiable,  but  it  is  mathematically  impossible  to 
attach  the  slightest  logical  meaning  to  it. 
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inner  surface  towards  the  interior.  The  normals  drawn  oatwards 
at  P,  Qf ...  are  lines  of  force ;  the  portions  Pp,  Qq, ...  of  them 
inside  the  substance  of  the  conductor  cannot  be  regarded  as 
lines  of  force,  because  no  force  exists  within  this  substance  ;  the 
normals  drawn  inwards  at  j»,  q, ...  are  lines  of  force  if  the  Poten- 
tial is  not  constant  inside,  i.  e.  if  there  are  charged  bodies  inside 
the  conductor — as  we  now  suppose  to  be  the  case. 

Draw  any  normal  section,  a,  of  the  external  tube  indefinitely 
close  to  PQ',  any  normal  section,  c,  of  the  internal  tube  indefi- 
nitely close  to  pq;  and  any  normal  section,  b,  within  the 
substance. 

Let  a  be  the  surface-density  at  P,  and  let  N  be  the  electro- 
motive intensity  at  any  point  on  the  section  a ;  then  take  the 
surface-integral  of  normal  force  over  the  closed  tubular  surfiace 
terminated  by  the  sections  a  and  b.  Normal  force  exists  only 
on  the  section  a,  and  if  dS'  is  the  area  of  this  section,  we  have 

by  Art.  399,  K.N .dS^=  Ana.dS, 

/.     JE'.iV=47r<r,  (1) 

(K  being  the  specific  inductive  capacity  of  the  external  medium,) 

since  in  the  limit  -tf,  =  I. 

do 

If  V  is  the  Potential  of  the  conductor,  and  dn  is  an  element  of 

the  outward-drawn  normal  at  P,  we  have 

^~      dn' 

hence  <''  =  *-  t-  1-  •  (2) 

^■n  dn  ^  ' 

Let  a'  be  the  surface-density  at  jo,  K'  the  specific  inductive 
capacity  of  the  internal  medium,  dn'  an  element  of  inward- 
drawn  normal;  then  integrating  over  the  tube  terminated  by 
the  sections  b  and  c,  we  have 

From  (3)  we  have  at  once  the  result  mentioned  (see  p.  491)  in 

the  last  Article ;    for  if  V  does  not  vary  towards  the  interior, 

dF 

-j->  =  0,  therefore  <r'  =  0  at  every  point. 

dn 

409.]  Fundamental  Theorem.     On  a  cofiductor  removed  from 
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the  influence  of  all  electrified  bodies  a  charge  of  given  amount  can  be 
distributed  in  mily  one  way. 

Suppose  a  charge  of  amount  e  given  to  the  conductor  by 
contact  with  a  charged  body  which  is  then  removed,  and  let  o 
be  the  surface-density  at  any  point,  P.  If  possible,  let  the 
charge  e  be  spread  over  the  surface  in  another  manner  so  that  cr' 
is  the  surface-density  at  P.  Let  the  first  distribution  produce 
a  Potential  A  on  the  conductor,  and  the  second  a  Potential  A\ 
Reverse  the  second  distribution  in  sign  and  superpose  it  on  the 
first ;  this  superposition  gives  a  new  state  of  equilibrium  with 
surface-density  a  — a'  at  P  and  a  Potential  A  —  A^  on  the  con- 
ductor^ with  a  total  charge  equal  to  zero.  This  is  impossible. 
For,  let  C  be  any  magnitude  between  A— A'  and  zero.  Then 
since  at  all  points  at  infinity  the  Potential  due  to  the  charge  is 
zero,  it  is  possible  to  surround  the  conductor  with  a  closed 
surface,  5,  at  every  point  of  which  the  Potential  is  C7.  Taking 
?7  =  F  in  Green's  equation,  apply  this  equation  to  the  surface  S 
and  the  included  space.     Thus  we  have 

where  E  is  the  resultant  force  at  any  internal  point. 

Now  V^F.dQ.  is  zero  at  all  points  inside  S,  except  points 
on  the  surface  of  the  given  conductor,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that 
at  P,  if  dS  is  an  element  of  area  of  the  surface  of  the  conductor, 
V^F.dQ,=  -47r(<r-<r')</AS.     Hence  (l)  becomes 

^^i^{A-A')J{<T^a')dS  =  cJ^dS-^flPdQ..        (2) 

But  the  left-hand  integral  is  zero,  since  the  total  charge^on 
the  conductor  is  zero.  Again,  by  Art.  399,  the  first  integral  on 
the  right-hand  side  is  zero ;  hence  the  remaining  integral  =  0, 

i«-  ^  =  0, 

at  every  point  inside  S,  and  therefore  at  every  point,  P,  on  the 

conductor.    But  (Art.  408)  <r — </  =  —  >  therefore  a  =  </  at  every 

point,  and  the  two  distributions  are  identical. 

This  very  important  result  may  be  thus  stated — if  we  know 
any  one  possible  mode  of  distributing  a  given  charge  on  a  given  con- 
ductor which  is  removed  from  the  influence  of  all  electrified  bodies^ 
we  know  the  only  one  possible. 
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Thus,  for  instance,  if  a  sphere  of  radins  a  centimetres  re- 
ceives a  charge  of  e  units,  one  (and  therefore  the  only)  mode  of 
distribution  consists  in  spreading  the  charge  uniformly  over  the 
surface,  so  that  at  each  point 


<r  = 


iira 


2 


In  the  same  way  it  can  be  proved  that  in  a  system  of  insulated 
conductors  placed  in  given  positions,  if  the  total  charge  on  each 
of  them  is  zero,  the  only  possible  distribution  is  one  in  which 
each  conductor  is  in  its  natural  state. 

For,  if  possible,  let  there  be  a  distribution  in  which  the  poten- 
tials on  the  conductors  are,  in  order  of  descending  magnitudes, 
Fi,  Fg,  F3, ....  Then  it  is  evidently  possible  to  describe  round 
the  conductor  whose  potential  is  F^  a  closed  surface  which  will 
not  meet  any  of  the  other  conductors  and  on  which  the  potential 
has  a  constant  value,  a,  <  F^,  and  >  F^.  Applying  equation  (I) 
to  this  surface  and  its  enclosed  volume,  we  have 

Now y*/)^/ 12  =  0,  by  hypothesis;  therefore,  as  before,  iZ  =  0, 
and  the  first  conductor  is  in  its  natural  state.  Proceed  to  the 
second,  &c. 

If  each  conductor,  instead  of  having  zero  charge,  has  a 
charge  of  given  amount,  there  is  only  one  law  of  distribution  on 
each  conductor^  the  relative  positions  of  all  the  conductors  being 
supposed  fixed.  For,  if  there  be  a  second  possible  distribution, 
reverse  it  and  superpose  it  on  the  first ;  then  each  conductor  has 
zero  charge,  and  is,  by  what  has  just  been  proved,  in  its  natural 
state  at  ever}'  point. 

This  result  will  be  useful  when  we  deal  with  Capacities, 

410.]  Free  Charge  on  a  Conductor.  If  an  insulated 
conductor  is  touched  by  an  electrified  body  which  is  then 
removed  so  far  as  to  produce  no  infiuence  on  the  conductor,  the 
portion  of  the  charge  which  has  been  taken  up  by  the  conductor 
spreads  over  its  outer  surface  after  the  manner  of  a  thin  layer  of 
g^vitating  matter  with  thickness  varying  from  point  to 
point — or  with  variable  surface-density.  This  layer  is,  of  course, 
in  equilibrium  under  its  own  repulsive  forces ;  it  produces  con- 
stant potential  all  over  the  conductor  and  all  through  its  interior. 
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It  is  called  a/raa  charge.  Since  it  is  self-equilibrating,  it  would 
be  more  expressively  called  an  idiostatic  charge. 

Let  its  amount  be  e  electrostatic  units.  Then,  fix)m  what  has 
been  proved,  it  cannot,  while  self-equilibrating,  be  spread  over 
the  surface  in  any  other  way.  Let  v  be  the  Potential  which  it 
produces  on  and  through  the  conductor,  and  <r  its  surface-density 
at  any  point  P.  Let  another  chargfe  also  equal  to  ^  be  given  to 
the  conductor,  so  that  the  total  charge  on  it  =  2«;  then  the 
Potential  =  2r,  and  the  surfiEU^-density  at  P  =  2o-.  Hence  if 
the  chargfe  on  the  conductor  is  made  ne^  the  Potential  =  »r,  and 
the  surface-density  at  P  =  no*. 

Thus,  then,  if  the  total  charge  on  an  insulated  conductor 
removed  from  the  influence  of  all  charged  bodies  is  E^  and  the 

Potential  on  it  is  F,  the  ratio  -p  is  constant  for  all  values  of  E. 

This  ratio  is,  for  example,  equal  to  the  number  of  e.  s.  units 
(Art.  398)  which  must  be  given  to  the  conductor  in  order  to 
raise  its  Potential  from  zero  to  one  erg  per  e.  9.  unit,  or  it  is  the 
reciprocal  of  the  Potential  which  will  be  produced  by  imparting 
to  the  conductor  a  charge  of  one  e.  s.  unit. 

A  free,  or  idiostatic,  charge  is  contrasted  with  an  induced,  or 
*  bound',  charge.  If  an  electrified  body  is  brought  near  the 
outside  of  a  conductor,  a  chargfe  will  be  induced  on  the  outer 
surfiuse  of  the  conductor,  with  +  and  —  surface-densities  in 
difierent  portions.  But  this  induced  chargfe  is  not  self-equili- 
brating; it  disappears  the  moment  the  inducing  charged  body 
is  withdrawn,  and  it  was  kept  in  equiUbrium  partly  by  its  own 
attractive  and  repulsive  forces  and  partly  by  those  of  the 
inducing  body. 

A  '  bound '  and  an  idiostatic  charge  may  both  simultaneously 
exist  on  the  same  conductor,  by  superposition.  Thus,  if  the 
conductor  had  received  an  idiostatic  charge  previously  to  the 
approach  of  the  inducing  body,  we  might  in  imagination  com- 
pletely separate  the  two  charges  and  regard  the  idiostatic  charge 
as  existing  all  the  time,  with  the  other  simply  superposed. 

From  what  has  been  said  (Art.  406)  about  the  efiect  of 
charges  surrounded  by  a  hollow  conductor,  it  may  readily  be 
conjectured  that  the  charge  which  they  induce  on  the  outer 
surface  {Ay  Fig.  31 1)  of  the  conductor  is  idiostatic ;  and  that  this 
is  so  we  shall  presently  prove. 

VOL.  II.  K  k 
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The  law  of  snr&ce-density,  according  to  which  an  idiostatic 
charge  distributes  itself  over  a  conductor,  is  the  same  as  the  law 
of  thickness  of  a  uniform  shell  of  attracting  matter  spread  over 
the  surface  so  as  to  produce  no  attraction  at  any  internal  point 
(p.  257) ;  and  therefore  for  an  ellipsoidal  conductor  the  surface- 
density  at  any  point  is  directly  proportional  to  the  central  per- 
pendicular on  the  tangent  plane  at  the  point. 

411.]  Capacity  of  a  Conduotor.  The  constant  ratio  which, 
as  has  been  proved,  any  idiostatic  charge  on  a  conductor  removed 
from  the  influence  of  all  charged  bodies  and  from  the  presence  of 
other  conductors,  bears  to  the  potential  produced  on  the  con- 
ductor by  the  charge,  is  called  the  capacity  of  the  conductor. 
Thus,  if  (7  is  the  capacity  of  a  conductor  whose  charge  is  E  and 
Potential  F,  ^  _  cF.  (1) 

The  value  of  C  depends  on  two  things — ^the  figure  of  the 
conductor,  and  the  medium  in  which  it  is  placed. 

If  C  is  the  capacity  of  the  conductor  when  it  includes  and  is 
surrounded  by  air,  and  if  the  air  is  replaced  by  a  uniform 
medium  of  specific  inductive  capacity  K,  the  new  capacity  will 
heKC. 

For,  if  P  is  any  point  on  the  conductor,  and  Q  any  other 
point  on  it  at  which  the  surface-density  is  <r,  and  PQ  =  r,  we 
have,  when  air  is  the  medium  (Art.  399), 

and  when  the  other  mediom  replaces  air, 


J_/W5 
'~kJ    r 


m 


the  Potentials  of  the  conductor  in  air  and  in  the  medium  being 
denoted  by  ^  and  T^.     Hence 

But  E==  C?^,  therefore  E  ^  KC .  T^,  and  E  is  the  same  in 
both  cases.     Hence  generally 

E  =  KC.  r.  (2) 

The  electrical  capacity  of  a  conductor  is  analogous  to  the 
capacity  of  a  vessel  for  water.  Thus,  suppose  a  number  of 
cylindrical  vessels  placed  side  by  side  on  the  table  and  let  a 
mark  be  made  on  each  of  them,  the  marks  being  all  at  the 
same  height.     Let  each  be  filled  with  water  up  to  this  height. 
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Then  the  volmne  of  water  wliieh  mn^  be  poured  into  any 
crlinder  is  greaser  the  greater  tihe  area  ct  its  base :  a  rezy  faraad 
cylinder  may  require  sevezal  litres  of  water,  while  one  of  Terr 
small  capacity  (a  narrc»w  tnbej  will  be  filled  to  the  n^mifd 
height  by  a  £ew  drops.  The  height  or  level  of  the  water  is  the 
analogue  of  F,  the  elertiical  level  of  the  eondoctar.  and  the 
volmne  of  the  water  is  analc^goos  to  £1  the  electrical  chaige« 

Again,  if  a  eondoctor  of  capacity  C,  at  Potential  ^  is  oon- 
necied  by  a  wire  with  one  of  capacity  C,  at  Potential  J^.  both  will 
asEome  a  common  Potential  equal  to 

For,  the  total  charge  to  be  redistaibated  is  Cj'^  +  C^.  and  the 
capacity  of  the  compound  condactor  is  C-^  +  C^. 

Hence  if  C^  is  vastly  greater  than  C^,  the  new  Potential  of 
boUi  condaetoFB  is  simply  fj.  This  is  the  theory  of  the  con- 
nection of  any  condactcH'  with  the  Earth  (Art  405).  Analogy 
with  water  level :  if  a  glass  tube,  filled  to  any  height,  is  con- 
nected with  a  lake,  the  level  of  the  lake  is  moaltered,  and  the 
level  of  the  water  in  the  tube  becomes  eqoal  to  that  of  the  lake. 

The  capacity  of  a  sphere  for  an  idiostatic  charge  is  obviously 
equal  to  it£  radius ;  for,  if  £*  is  the  chai^g^  the  Potential  at  the 

.    E 
centre  is  —  >  .'.  f  =  aF,  therefore  capacity  in  absolute  electro- 
static measure  =  number  of  centimetres  in  the  radius. 

Into  the  discussion  of  the  relations  between  the  Potentials  and 
charges  of  a  system  of  conductors  occupying  given  positions  and 
influencing  each  other,  we  do  not  enter.  [See  Clerk  Maxwell, 
voL  1,  pp.  100,  &c.] 


1.  A  oondactor  placed  in  air  b  subject  to  the  action  of  any  electri- 
fied bodies ;  if  (r  is  the  surface-density  at  any  point  on  the  condactor, 
prove  that  the  force  exerted  on  the  electricity  of  the  condactor  per 
unit  aica  at  the  point  is  ^      • 

The  electromotive  intensity  at  the  point,  P,  considered  is  normal 
to  the  oondactor.  This  force  may  be  considered  as  dae  to  the  action  of 
a  very  small  element.  dS,  of  area  at  P  (forming  a  small  aniform  plate) 
and  the  remainder  of  the  field ;  the  first  part  is  (Art  318)  270- ;  and 
since  the  force  just  inside  F  in  the  substance  of  the  condactor  is  aero, 

Kka 
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the  electromotiye  intensity  due  to  the  remainder  of  the  field  is  2'3r(r; 
just  as  in  Art.  322.  Hence  the  force  produced  on  the  quantity 
(rdS  by  the  remainder  is  2'n(rX(TdSy  or  2iro^  dynes  per  square 
centimkre  if  o*  is  measured  in  e.8.  units  per  square  centimUre. 

This  quantity,  2ir<T',  is  what  Sir  W.  Thomson  calls  the  electrie 
diminution  of  air  pressure  on  the  surface  {Papers  on  Electrostatics 
and  Magnetism^  p.  254),  for  the  following  reason:— each  element 
of  surface  of  an  electrified  soap-bubble  being  repelled  by  the  force 
2 ire'  per  unit  of  surface,  the  bubble  expands,  just  as  it  would  do  if 
the  air  pressure  diminished,  and  when  discharged  it  contracts.  Hence 
the  electric  diminution  of  air  pressure  at  any  point  of  a  conductor  is 

IP 
2w<r«,  or   — ,  (a) 

i\r  being  the  electromotiye  intensity  produced  by  the  whole  field  in 
the  air  just  outside  the  conductor  at  the  point. 

Moreover,  this  force  per  unit  area,  — ,  acts  firom  the  conductor 

towards  the  dielectric  whether  the  surjuoe-density  at  the  point  is 
positive  or  negative, 

2.  If  a  tube  of  force  starts  firom  the  surface  of  one  electrified 
conductor  and  meets  the  surface  of  another  conductor,  the  charges 

on  the  portions  of  surface  intercepted  on  the  two 
conductors  by  the  tube  are  equal  and  opposite. 

Let  A  and  B  (Fig.  313)  be  portions  of  the  two 
conductors,  and  let  a  tube  of  force,  of  any  cross 
section,  great  or  small,  start  from  any  portion  of 
A  and  terminate  in  B,  Produce  the  tube  into 
the  substance  of  each  conductor,  and  close  its 
ends.  Now  since  there  is  no  force  at  any  point 
on  either  end,  the  theorem  of  Art.  324  gives  the 
result  that  the  total  charge  inside  it  is  zero — which  proves  the 
proposition. 

If  the  surfaces  A  and  B  are  very  close  to  each  other  at  P  and  Q, 
the  surface-densities  at  P  and  Q  are  equal  and  opposite,  since  if  we 
make  the  tube  very  narrow,  the  two  elements  of  area  which  it  inter- 
cepts are  equal. 

[Observe  that  though  a  tube  of  force  may  be  produced  into  the 
substance  of  any  conducting  body,  it  there  loses  its  function  as  a  tube 
of  force — no  lines  of  force  existing  in  the  substance.] 

3.  Two  parallel  metallic  plates,  whose  areas  are  very  great  compared 
with  the  distance  between  them,  are  kept  at  given  Potentials,  V  and 
F';  find  the  charges  on  their  adjacent  surfaces. 

The  Potentials  being  measured  in  ergs  per  e.  s.  unit,  let  h  centi- 
metres be  the  distance  between  the  plates,  and  K  the  specific 
inductive  capacity  of  the  insulator  between  them.  Then,  except 
near  their  edges,  the  surface-density  on  each  will  be  constant ;  there 
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will  be  a  uniform  field  of  force  between  them:   the  value  of  -r- 

an 

at  any  point  on  the  first,  measured  outwards  towards  the  second, 

F'— F 

will  be  practically  — - — 9  and  therefore  the  sur&ce-density  on  the 

fiftoe  of  the  first  opposite  to  the  second  will  be 

K    F-F' 


> 


(1) 


4ir       h 
so  that  the  bound  charge,  JS,  on  this  plate  is  given  by  the  equation 

where  iS'  is  its  area  in  square  centimetres,  an  equal  and  opposite  charge 
existing  on  the  opposite  face  of  the  other,  if  their  areas  are  equal. 

This  case  is  approximately  that  of  a  Leyden  Jar,  the  two  plates 
being  cylinders  of  tinfoil,  having  glass  as  a  dielectric  between  them. 

It  is  also  the  case  of  an  Absolute  Electrometer,  consisting  of  two 
large  plates  very  close  to  each  other,  with  air  between  them. 

In  this  case,  if  a  portion  of  one  plate  consists  of  a  moveable  area,  or 
trapdoor,  of  area  a  square  centimetres,  since  the  force  per  unit  area 
experienced  by  the  surfEice  of  either  plate  (Ex.  1)  is  27ro^,  the  total 
force  experienced  by  the  trapdoor  is  2iro^.«  dynes,  or 

The  quantity  E  given  by  (2)  is  only  the  charge  on  that  face  of  the 
plate  which  is  adjacent  to  the  other  plate ;  in  addition,  there  is  a 
charge  on  the  other  face  of  each,  the  quantity  of  which  is  very  small 
compared  with  E. 

Thus  the  capacity  of  a  system  of  two  parallel  plates  is 

KS 

so  that  if  we  wish  to  obtain  a  very  large  capacity,  it  will  be  advisable 
to  use  plates  with  a  very  large  surface,  separated  by  a  very  small 
distance,  and  to  fill  the  space  between  them  with  a  dielectric  of  very 
high  specific  inductive  capacity. 

The  quantity  of  electricity  at  a  given  Potential,  F,  which  can  in 
this  way  be  accumulated  on  a  plate  is  vastly  greater  than  the  quantity, 
at  the  same  Potential,  which  could  be  accumulated  on  it  if  it  were 
merely  connected  with  the  source  at  Potential  F — such  as  one  pole  of 
a  given  battery — without  having  the  second  plate  close  to  it,  because 
(see  Example  6)  the  capacity  of  the  system  of  two  plates  is  vastly 
greater  than  that  of  one  of  them  for  an  idiostatic  charge.  Thus,  if 
tiie  separating  medium  is  air  and  each  plate  is  a  circle  of  radius 
1  decimetre,  the  distance  between  them  being  1  ram.,  the  capacity 
of  the  system  is  250  in  electrostatic  measure ;  while  the  capacity  of 

either  plate  for  an  idiostatic  chai^  is  only  —  • 
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An  electric  'vessel'  of  this  kind  is  called  &n  AecurmUator,  The 
Accumulators  (called  also  Condensers)  actually  in  use  consist  of 
hundreds  or  thousands  of  sheets  of  tinfoil,  ^1,  a,,  a,,  a^,...,  each  a 
few  square  decimetres  in  area,  placed  parallel  to  each  other  and 
each  separated  from  the  previous  and  following  one  by  sheets  of 
thin  paraffined  paper,  the  whole  being  pressed  into  a  compact  mass. 
The  plates  (o^,  a,,  a^, ...)  are  then  all  metallically  connected  together 
at  a  point,  or  pole.  A,  and  the  intermediate  plates  (aj*  ^4>  ^6»'-)  ^^^ 
also  metallically  connected  together  at  a  point,  or  pole,  B,  and  the 
Accumulator  is  filled  by  connecting  the  poles  A  and  B  with  the  poles 
of  a  battery  or  other  source. 

4.  Find  the  work  done  in  the  discharge  of  a  Leyden  Jar,  or  of  the 
system  of  parallel  plates  in  last  example. 

If  in  any  electrified  system  V  is  the  Potential  at  any  point,  and 
de  the  element  of  charge  at  this  point,  the  work  of  the  forces  of  the 
system  in  completely  destroying  all  electrification  is  (Art.  331) 
\  f  Vde,  the  integration  extending  all  through  the  system ;  and  the 
work  done  in  transforming  it  from  one  state  to  another  is  iJ^Vde  in 
the  first  state  —iyVde  in  the  second  state. 

In  the  present  case  i/Vde  in  the  first  state  is  J  VE—\  V^E,  or 

The  value  of  the  integral  in  the  second  state  is  zero,  because  when 
the  plates  are  connected,  the  contrary  charges  combine  so  that  each 
plate  is  in  its  natural  state.     Hence  the  work  is 

Ksiv-vy 

Sirh 

This  work  of  dissipating  the  electrification  would  be  equal  to  the 
work  done  by  the  operator  in  charging  the  Jar  or  the  system  of  plates 
(by  friction  of  glass  plates  against  rubbers,  for  example)  if  none  of 
the  work  of  charging  succeeded  in  passing  into  heat  (of  axles  against 
bearings,  &c.) — by  the  Principle  of  the  Conservation  of  Energy. 

5.  A  condenser  is  formed  of  two  concentric  spherical  conductors  of 
radii  a  and  c,  separated  by  two  dielectrics  bounded  by  a  concentric 

sphere  of  radius  b.     Prove  that  if  in  one  dielectric  J?  =  -5  and  in  the 
other  iT"  =  -^j  the  capacity  of  the  system  is 


/(6-a)  +  /i(c-6) 

(Mathematical  Tripos,  1885.) 

Employing  Poisson's  equation  (3)^  p.  486,  since  p  =  0  at  each  point 
in  the  dielectrics,  we  have 

where  A  is  a  constant  which  may  be  different  for  the  two  media. 
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Let  V^  be  the  Potential  of  the  inner  conductor,  a,  and  a  its  sor&ce- 
density.     Then  by  (^),  p.  487,  we  have  at  this  snrfkce 

fi  dV  ^  .  47ra*(r  Q 

a^-d;:  =  -^"^'    •■•  ^ ■■ -^ J'  (1) 

if  Q  is  the  whole  charge  on  the  sphere.     Integrating,  we  have 

r=r,-^{r-a).  (2) 

Similarly,  if  </  is  tbe  sor&ce-density  on  the  conductor  e, 

-?ii^  =-*'*''  (3) 

...    V  =  V,-%{c-t),  (4) 

where  ©'  is  the  whole  charge  on  this  sphere. 

At  the  surface  of  contact  of  the  two  dielectrics  we  have  from  (a), 

p.  487,  .?.^.?L/4r/«0  IB\ 

dV       .  dV ' 

where  -r-  is  given  by  (l),  and  (^)  by  (3).     This  gives 

Q+e'=0.  (6) 

Since  V  is  always  continuous  through  space,  the  values  (2)  and  (4) 
are  equal  when  r  =:  b,  that  is,  at  the  surface  of  separation  of  the 
dielectrics. 

Hence  r,-r,=  Q{^ +  ^-^), 

Q 

which  gives  for  the  capacity,    _         ,  the  value  in  the  problem. 

The  solution  is  equally  simple  if  we  assume  K  and  J^'  to  be  any 
functions  of  r. 

6.  To  find  the  capacity  of  a  circular  plate  for  an  idiostatic  charge. 

Considering  first  an  ellipsoidal  conductor,  <r  =  ikp  =  \^ ,  E  being 
the  charge  on  the  conductor.  ^iraoc 

When  this  conductor  becomes  a  plate,  e  =  0,  and  we  must  find 

P 

the  limiting  value  of  —  for  each  point  on  the  surface. 

If  a  =  6  the  plate  is  circular,  and  if  r  is  the  distance  of  any  point 
on  it  from  the  centre, 

o  a  B 
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The  Potential  of  the  plate  is  the  same  at  all  points,  therefore  it 
will  suffice  to  find  its  value  of  the  centre.    This  is  obviously 


vj  cdr, 


including  both  sur&ces  of  the  plate,  for  both  are  identically  charged. 

Hence  «     ttB  ^      2  a 

2a  v 

The  result  could  have  been  deduced  from  the  Potential  of  an 
Ellipsoidal  Shell.  If  the  semi-axes,  in  descending  order  of  mag- 
nitude, are  a,  b,  c,  the  Potential,  F,  at  the  centre  (and  therefore  on 
the  surfeice)  is  given  by  the  equation 


Jo    va'—c"— (a*— 6*)  sin' 


r 


where  co  =  sm  * • 

a 

The  capacity  of  the  ellipsoid  is  the  reciprocal  of  the  coefficient 
of  JE?. 

For  an  elliptical  plate,  put  c  ^  0,  and  if  C  is  its  capacity,  we 
have 


CaJo  yi-c«8in«fl* 


6  being  the  excentricity  of  the  ellipse. 

We  may  observe  that  if  the  ellipsoid  is  of  revolution  round  the 

axis  a,  and  if  Z  ==  Va^^c^  =  distance  of  centre  from  focus  of  generat- 
ingeUipse,  ^ 

which  is  precisely  the  Potential  due  to  a  uniform  bar  stretching 
between  the  foci  (see  p.  295,  and  next  Article). 

7.  A  sphere  receives  a  charge  JB,  and  it  is  surrounded  by  a 
spherical  shell  to  which  a  charge  ^'  is  given ;  find  the  Potentials 
on  the  two  surfaces. 

Let  a  and  b  be  the  radii  of  the  sphere  and  shell.  Inside  the  sphere 
(whether  it  is  hollow  or  solid)  the  Potential  is  constant  (Art.  407), 
and  therefore  equal  to  its  value  at  the  centre.  The  electrified  inner 
sphere  will  act  inductively  on  the  shell,  generating  a  charge  =  —  i? 
on  the  inner,  and  a  charge  =  j^  on  the  outer,  surface  of  the  shell. 
Hence  if  the  surfeices  are  separated  by  air,  the  Potential,  F,  of  the 
whole  field  at  the  centre  is  given  by 
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Now  take  any  point  on  the  shelL     The  Potential  of  the  sphere 

E 

at  this  point  is  (p.  298)  -r,  and  the  Potential  due  to  the  shell  itself 

is  -r-  •     Hence  if  P  is  the  Potential  of  the  shell, 
6 

P=^.  (2) 

Of  course  if  it  is  the  Potentials  that  are  given — the  inner  sphere 
being  connected  with  one  pole,  and  the  outer  with  the  other  pole 
of  a  battery — and  the  charges  to  be  determined,  these  charges  satisfy 
(1)  and  (2),  and  are  deduced  from  these  equations. 

We  have  E^-^lY^r) 

for  the  charge  on  the  inner,  so  that  this  charge  can  be  made  very 
large  by  diminishing  h^a.  Thus,  the  condenser  might  be  made 
by  coating  the  inside  and  outside  of  a  very  thin  in(Harubber  ball 
with  some  conducting  substance,  and  then  blowing  the  ball  out  to 
a  great  size  ,*  or  the  inside  might  be  filled  with  acidulated  water  and 
the  outside  coated  with  a  conducting  layer ;  and  the  capacity  would 

be  K  r ,  where  K  is  the  specific  inductive  capacity  of  the  india- 
rubber. 

The  tubes  of  force  between  the  two  surfaces  exist  in  the  separating 
dielectric  and  cease  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  inner  sphere  and  the 
inner  surface  of  the  outer ;  and,  in  accordance  with  Example  2,  the 
quantities  at  the  ends  of  these  tubes  are  equal  and  opposite.  From 
tiie  outer  surface  of  the  outer  sphere  new  tubes  of  force  proceed  out- 
wards into  the  external  air ;  and  from  the  inner  surface  of  the  inner 
no  tubes  of  force  proceed  in  any  direction — illustrating  the  principle 
that  no  lines  of  force  exist  in  the  substance  of  any  conducting  body. 

8.  Find  the  capacity  of  a  very  long  cylindrical  conductor  for  an 
idiostatic  charge. 

Except  near  the  ends,  the  surface-density  of  the  charge  will  be 
sensibly  constant.  Let  it  be  o*.  Also  the  Potential  is  constant  every- 
where inside  (whether  the  cylinder  is  solid  or  hollow)  and  therefore 
equal  to  its  value  at  the  middle  point,  0,  of  the  axis. 

Take  this  point  as  origin,  and  consider  the  electrified  ring  cut  off 
from  the  cylinder  by  a  plane  at  a  distance  x  and  one  at  a  distance 
x-^dx  from  the  centre,  both  being  perpendicular  to  the  axis.     If  r  is 

the  radius  of  the  cylinder  the  Potential  of  this  ring  at  0  is  ; 

-/r^  +  as* 

therefore  if  { is  the  length  of  the  cylinder, 

F  =  47r(rrlog.-, 
I  being  assumed  to  be  very  much  greater  than  r. 
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The  total  charge,  E,  on  the  cylinder  viZitrla  ;  hence 

F=-i-log,-,    .-.     C  = 


2  log.- 

Hence  if  r  is  exceedingly  small  in  comparison  with  l^C\&  practically 
zero.  The  cylinder  in  this  case  is  simply  a  wire;  so  that  when 
a  wire  is  used  to  connect  two  electrified  conductors,  we  may  neglect 
the  portion  of  the  charge  which  is  taken  by  the  wire. 

Consider  the  case  in  which  a  very  long  cylindrical  conductor  (as, 
for  instance,  a  wire  or  strand  of  wires)  is  surrounded  by  a  dielectric 
(as  gutta-percha)  which  also  forms  a  cylinder,  this  dielectric,  again, 
being  surrounded  by  another  conductor  (the  ocean).  This  is  obyiously 
the  case  of  an  electric  cable,  in  which  the  outer  conductor  is  always 
at  zero  Potential. 

It  is  required  to  find  the  capacity  of  this  system  for  a  statical 
charge,  the  inner  conductor  being  kept  at  Potential  V^  and  the  outer 
atFj. 

We  may  find  F  at  any  point  in  the  dielectric  by  the  equation  in 
cylindrical  co-ordinates  (Art.  329)  which  is  simply 

\dV 

■j:  -j-=  =  m  =  constant; 

.-.     F=mlogC+w»'; 

and  since  V^V^  when  C  =  r,  and  F  =  F^  when  f  =  jR  =  radius  of 
outer  cylinder,  m  and  m^  are  found.     Hence 

F=F,+  -^.log.f. 
log.-;:  ^ 

K  dV 

At  the  surface  of  the  inner  c  = -j,  when  C=  r :  therefore 

47raC  * 

47rrloge  — 

T 

The  charge  on  a  length  I  of  this  cylinder  is,  then, 

2  log,  - 

9.  Calculate  the  surface-tension  of  an  electrified  soap-bubble. 

When  a  membrane  is  acted  on  by  forces  of  any  kind,  there  will 
be  along  every  line  traced  on  the  membrane  a  tendency  of  the  two 
portions  separated  by  this  line  to  tear  away  from  each  other;  in 
other  words,  one  of  these  portions  exercises  on  the  other  a  set  of 
internal  forces  along  the  line  of  separation. 
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In  the  neighbourhood  of  any  point  P  of  the  membrane  (Fig.  314) 
consider  a  very  small  rectangular  portion,  A  BCD,  of  the  membrane 
isolated  from  the  remainder.  Then 
there  will  be  forces  exerted  on  its 
sides  at  their  middle  points,  m,  m\ 
w>  **'»  ^y  the  removed  portion.  These 
forces  will,  if  the  rectangle  A  BCD 
is  chosen  at   random,  be   oblique   to        "  _ 

its  sides  ;  but  it  is  always  possible  to  ^-  3i4- 

choose  the  rectangle  at  P  so  that  these  forces  ai*e  at  right  angles  to 
the  sides  on  which  they  act.  Suppose  this  done.  The  amount  of 
force  exerted  on  AB  is,  of  course,  proportional  to  the  length  AB ; 
80  that  if  ^j  is  the  amount  exerted  on  AB  per  unit  of  length,  the 
force  at  m  in  the  sense  mm  is  t^xAB,  Similarly,  if  t^  is  i£e  force 
per  unit  of  length  on  A  Z>,  the  force  on  ADi^t^x  AD,  The  quantities 
t^  and  t^  are  the  surface-Unsiona  at  P  perpendicular  to  AB  and  AD, 

For  the  equilibrium  of  the  rectangle  resolve  forces  along  the  normal 
to  its  plane  at  P,  Then,  if  r,  and  r^  are  the  radii  of  curvature  of 
the  curves  mmf  and  7m\  and  N  the  amount  of  external  normal  force 
exerted  at  P  per  unit  area,  we  have 

N.ABxAD=:L.AB -{-t^.AD  — , 

or  iV^=!L  +  ^. 

In  a  soap-bubble  t^  and  t^  are  evidently  equal,  and  this  equation 
becomes  o  i 

where  t  is  its  surface-tension  and  r  its  radius. 

Now  in  an  electrified  bubble  N  consists  of  two  parts — one  an  excess 
of  air  pressure  inside  over  the  air  pressure  outside,  and  the  other  the 
repulsion  of  the  electricity  on  itself  (Ex.  1).  Denote  by  p  the  intensity 
of  the  excess  of  air  pressure  and  by  a  the  electrical  density  at  P,  and 
we  have  2< 

r 

10.  A  spherical  soap-bubble  is  electrified  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
internal  pressure  remains  constant ;  find  the  relation  between  the 
densities  of  electrification  when  its  volume  has  become  n  and  m  times 
its  original  value. 

(Mr.  Orchard,  in  the  Educational  Times.) 

The  external  pressure  presumably  remaining  constant,  there  wUl  be 
a  constant  excess  of  pressure,  p.  Equate  the  work  done  by  this 
pressure  in  enlarging  the  volume  to  the  potential  work  of  the  electri- 
fication. Now  if  V  is  the  volume  of  the  bubble  at  any  instant,  the 
work  done  by  the  pressure  in  altering  the  volume  by  dv  is  pdv.  Hence 
if  12  =  original  volume,  the  work  done  in  the  first  electrification  must 

^  ^(n-l)a 
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But  if  F  is  the  potential  of  this  electrification  and  Q  the  charge, 
the  energy  of  the  electrification  is  (p.  286)  i  VQ ;  and  evidently 

F  =  ^,  if  r  is  the  radius  of  the  hubhle.    Also  if  cr  is  the  density, 

T 

Q=z4vf*<r; 
.-.    2)(n-l)12  =  8w»r»(r«. 
But  i7rr»  =  «12; 

.•.  |)(n— l)  =  6«7r(r*. 
Similarly,  jp  (m—  1)  =  6  mwc/*, 

if  (/  is  the  density  of  the  second  electrification, 


"     <^     A/  n(in-l) 


11.  A  spherical  soap-bubble  is  electrified  in  such  a  manner  that  it 
is  just  in  equilibrium  when  the  pressures  of  the  external  and  internal 
air  are  equal.  Calculate  the  surface-tension  in  terms  of  the  potential. 
(Mr.  Orchard,  Edtteationdl  Times.) 

F» 
Ane,   t  =  -T-z —  • 
16irr 

12.  Two  spherical  soap-bubbles  are  caused  to  unite  into  a  single 
spherical  one.  Show  that  a  diminution  of  surface  takes  place,  and 
calculate  the  charge  of  electricity  which  must  be  given  to  the  single 
bubble  in  order  to  draw  out  the  film  to  its  former  superficial  extent 
(Mr.  Greenhill,  Tripos,  1875.) 

Let  T  be  the  surface-tension,  in  dynes  per  cm.,  of  the  water-air 
surface  at  the  temperature  existing  during  the  process  (see  p.  177); 
let  or  be  the  intensity  of  atmospheric  pressure  in  dynes  per  square 
cm. ;  let  a  and  b  be  the  radii  of  the  bubbles  in  cm. ;  p  and  p  the 
int^Qsities  of  pressure  of  the  air  inside  them ;  P  the  intensity  of  air 
pressure  inside  the  compound  bubble,  and  x  its  radius. 

Then  we  have 

2T       ,  2r     ^  2T 

P'-rsr^'—;  p-^m^-—\  P-t!r  =  -— • 
a  0  X 

a* 

Also,  assuming  no  change  of  temperature,  p  changes  to  p--^  and 

p'  to  jp'  -^,  in  the  compound  bubble ;  and  P  =  the  sum  of  these. 

Hence  P7^-=^pa^-\-p'h*]  so  that  we  have 

tsr(«»-a»-6'')  +  2T(«»-a«-6«)  =  0,  (a) 

to  determine  the  radius  of  the  compound  bubble. 

Now  m  is  vastly  greater  than  T\  for,  an  intensity  of  pressure 
denoted  by  a  barometer  of  the  normal  height,  760  mm.,  is  1*014  x  10' 
dynes  per  sq.  cm.,  while  T  for  the  temperature  20^0.  is  about  81 
dynes  per  linear  cm.    Hence  the  value  of  x  which  annuls  the  coefficient 
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of  BT  in  (a)  must  be  very  nearly  the  value  whicb  satifies  the  equa- 
tion.    Assume,  therefore, 

a;=:(a"+6')*+m, 

where  m  is  a  small  quantity.     From   (a)  we  get  the  approximate 

value  2I'Ca«  +  6«  1 


which  is  obviously  a  positive  quantity.     Hence  a5'>a'  +  6',  that  is, 

the  volume  of  the  compound  bubble  is  greater  than  the  sum  of  the 

volumes  of  the  constituents.     Also  we  find  easily  that  aj'<a'+6', 

which  shows  that  the  reverse  is  the  case  for  the  surfaces. 

Now  let  a  charge  with  surface-density  o*  e.  s.  units  per  sq.  cm.  be 

given  to  the  compound  surface  so  as  to  make  a:*  =  a'+fr";  then,  if 

2T 
P'is  the  enclosed  air  pressure  intensity,  P'+27r<r'— €J= ,  and 

we  have  (t!r-2w<r«)aj»  =  tsr(a»  +  6»),  * 

which  gives  <r,  since  x  is  given  to  be  Va^-\-V' 

13.  When  conductors  A^^  A^f^  of  given  shapes  occupy  given 
relative  positions,  and  their  Potentials  V^,  f^,.**  ^^  given,  their 
charges  Q^,  Qa  v  ^^  determined  from  a  system  of  linear  equations. 

Apply  the  theorem  of  Oauss  (p.  287)  to  prove  that  S'n  =  5'i8,  or, 
generally,  q„,^  =  g„„,. 

Since  the  coefficients  g„,  ^j,*...  depend  merely  on  the  shapes  and 
relative  positions,  we  may  consider  the  case  in  which  il^  is  connected 
with  a  source  at  a  given  Potential,  P,  all  the  others  being  connected 
with  earth,  i.e.  at  zero  Potential.  Then  the  charges  wHl  be  given 
by  the  equations 

Denote  this  distribution  by  (a). 

Now  reduce  them  all  to  the  natural  state,  and  produce  another 
state,  (a^,  by  raising  A^  to  the  Potential  P,  and  connecting  all  the 
others  to  earth.     The  charges  now  are 

©/=?,2^;  e.'=^«^;  «.'=gs»^ ... 

Now  apply  Gauss's  equation  IlmF'  =  2m'r  to  these  two  states 
or  systems,  (a)  and  {a').  The  left-hand  side  of  this  equation  is  the 
product  of  each  charge  in  (a)  and  the  Potential  at  its  position  pro- 
duced by  (a').    It  is,  then,  simply  Q^  .  P,  or 

The  right-hand  side  is  simply  Q^,  P,  or 

Hence  g,i  =  q^^.  Similarly  for  the  other  q*B  with  two  distinct  suf- 
fixes, which  are  called  the  coefficients  of  induction  of  the  given  system. 
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This  simple  proof  is  due  to  M.  Bertrand  (see  Mascart  and  Joubert's 
Lemons  9wr  VEheciridie  et  le  Magnetisme,  p.  56). 

14.  If  a  given  charge,  e,  is  held  at  a  point  P  oatside  a  given  con- 
ductor which  has  no  free  charge,  and  which  may  be  insulated  or  not, 
and  if  F^  is  any  other  point  outside  the  conductor,  prove  that  the 
Potential  at  F^  produced  by  the  induced  charge  on  the  conductor 
is  the  same  as  that  which  would  be  produced  at  F  by  the  conductor 
if  the  charge  e  were  placed  at  P'. 

This  is  also,  as  shown  by  M.  Bertrand,  a  simple  result  of  the  equa- 
tion of  Oauss. 

Suppose  the  conductor  connected  with  Earth,  e  beibg  at  P.  Let 
Q  be  the  charge  induced  on  the  conductor,  V  the  Potential  at  P,  and 
Gppf  that  at  P'.  Denote  this  system  by  (a).  Bemove  e  to  P',  let  Q* 
be  the  new  induced  charge  on  the  conductor,  F'  the  Potential  at  P', 
and  G^p  that  at  P.     Denote  this  state  by  (a^). 

Now  apply  the  equation  2  mF'=  2  m'  F  to  the  two  states  (a)  and 
(a').    The  left-hand  side  is  simply  e  x  6^^^,  while  the  right  is  «  x  Gp^. 

j»p         pp 
The  function  Gppf  is  known  as  Green's  Function. 
Exactly  the  same  proof  applies  if  the  conductor  is  insulated.     In 
this  case  its  total  charge  is  zero. 

15.  Show  that  an  idiostatic  charge  on  a  conductor  must  be  of  the 
same  sign  at  all  points. 

16.  Several  Accumulators  (* Condensers  *),  A^,  A^,,,.A^f  of  capaci- 
ties c^,  c^f  .,.Cn  are  placed  in  series ;  a  pole  of  A^  and  a  pole  of  A^ 
are  connected  with  the  poles  of  a  battery  which  are  at  Potentials 
F  and  F' ;  find  the  charge  in  any  given  Accumulator  of  the  series. 

Let  (F,  a5j)  be  the  Potentials  of  the  poles  of  A^;  (a?i,  x^)  those  of 
the  poles  of  A^ ;  and  so  on.     Then 

'^      *^l       «^i      '^2  ^n-1       '    , 

each  of  which  is,  therefore,  equal  to 

F-P 

— T— ,  or  a;,  suppose. 

2- 
c 

k 
Then  the  difference  of  Potential  of  the  poles  of  Ar  is  — ,  and  the 

charge  is  the  same  in  all,  viz.  k,  ^^ 

412.]  Case  of  Green's  Equation.  Let  if  and  if'  (Fig.  315) 
be  any  system  of  masses  gravitating  according  to  the  law  of  the 
inverse  square  of  distance  (the  case  in  which  they  are  electrical 
distributions  is,  of  course,  included) ;  let  V  be  their  Potential  at 


o       (*^ 
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any  point,  P ;  and  in  Green's  Equation  choose  for  U  the  function 

-  >  where  r  is  the  distance  of  P  from  any  fixed  point,  0.     Now 

draw  any  closed  surface,  5,  surrounding  Jf' ,  and  apply  equation 

(;3),  p.  334,  to  the  volume  enclosed 

by  this  surface,  the  point  0  being  any  M 

point  outride  this  surface.    The  points        ^^       -"^  ^^^ 

P  included  in  the  integration  being 

all  internal  to  8,  or  on  its  surfiice, 

r  is  never  zero,  therefore  V^  -  =  0.  ^ ""^ 

*;  Fig.  315. 

Also  V^  F  =  —  47rp,  where  p  is  the 

volume-density  at  P,  which  will  be  zero  except  for  points  inside 

the  mass  M\     Thus  the  equation  becomes 

rpdQ, , 
Now  /  is  the  Potential  at  0  due  to  the  mass  M\  and  this 

we  shall  denote  by  ?^(*>.     Also 

an  'T 

where  B  is  the  angle  made  with  the  normal  to  the  surface  at  any 

point  by  the  line  joining  this  point  to  0  ;  and  this  expression  is 

therefore  equal  to  (2a>  (Art.  316)  where  ia>  is  the  conical  angle 

subtended  at  0  by  dS, 

If  the  matter  is  self-repulsive,  instead  of  attractive — i.e.  if 

the  force  between  two  elements  of  the  same  sign  is  repulsive — 

the  normal  force-intensity  at  the  position  of  dS  due  to  the  whole 

dY 
system  if,  M\  is  —  ^— >  so  that  (1)  gives 

r.<o=l/-(j\r_^£2!f)££.  (2) 

•         4ttJ  ^  r     ^  r  ^' 

Now  the  right-hand  side  of  (2)  is  the  Potential  at  0  due  to  a 
layer  of  attracting  matter  spread  over  S  with  surface-density 

47r  ^  r 

Hence  tAe  Potential  at  any  point,  0,  due  to  W  may  he  produced 


L  ^N-l^) .  (a) 
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hy  a  layer  spread  over  any  surface  surrounding  3f  and  having  0 
outside  it ;  so  that  if  a  layer  is  spread  over  the  surface  equal,  but 
with  opposite  sign,  to  (a),  the  attraction  of  this  layer  would 
aunul  that  of  M^  at  all  points  outside  the  surface. 

A  case  of  special  simplicity  and  importance  occurs  when  8  is 
an  equipotential,  or  level,  surfe^^e  of  the  system  Jf,  it.  In  this 
case  V  comes  outside  the  integral,  and  (2)  becomes 


a> 


(3) 


(4) 


SO  that  the  density  of  the  layer  at  any  point  is 

Denote  the  Potential  produced  by  this  layer  at  any  external 
point,  0,  by  it>.  \  tten  y\i)  -  ^^,  (5j 

!      .     *  .  dV 

If  the  matter  is  self-attractive,  instead  of  repulsive,  N^  +  ^  > 

N 
and  the  layer  in  question  has  surface-density  equal  to  ~  —  • 

If  Ji^  is  any  system  of  electrical  charges,  we  see  that,  so  fisur  as 
effect  outside  any  closed  surface  whatever,  8^  surrounding  iT  is 
concerned,  M^  may  be  spread  as  a  sur&ce-charge  over  the  given 
surface,  with  the  law  of  surfisice-density  given  by  (a).  But  if 
this  layer  were  actually  produced,  and  all  the  other  electricity  of 
the  field  removed,  it  would  not,  in  general,  be  self-equilibrating, 
unless  the  sur£ELce  iS  is  a  non-conducting  surface. 

Secondly,  suppose  0  to  be  internal  to  the  surface  8.     Then,  if 

P  actually  coincided  with  0,  V*-  would  not  vanish ;  but  we  shall 

in  this  case  exclude  the  point  0  by  applying  Green's  equation  to 
the  region  included  between  8  and  an  indefinitely  small  sphere  of 
radius,  c,  surrounding  0  and  having  0  for  centre  (see  p.  334). 
Thus  we  have  ,  1 


-H'-T-JY-k^-!^ 


"Sn 


■1  dv  '- 


-fl±'''i''T.'"''  W 
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in  which  the  last  two  integrals  refer  to  the  sur£Eu;e  of  the  small 

sphere  round    0.     Now  the   third  integral   in  this  equation 

vanishes,  because  dS^^^  c^dtid<f>,  fi  and  4>  being  the  polar  angular 

co-ordinates  of  any  point  on  the  surface  of  the  sphere ;  so  that 

rdV 
this  integi-al  ia  —c  I  -j-  dtid<l>f  which  obviously  is  infinitesimal. 

In  the  last  integral  V  may  be  taken  outside,  since  it  is  practically 
constant  at  all  points  on  the  infinitely  smaU  sphere  and  equal  to 
its  value  at  0— which  we  shall  denote  by  T^ — this  Potential 
being  due  to  both  M  and  M\    Also 


/ 


an 


Hence  (6)  becomes  (for  self-repolBive  matter) 

in  which  ^<0  denotes  the  Potential  at  the  internal  point  0  due  to 
the  internal  mass,  AT.  But  if  ^^'^  denotes  the  Potential  at  0  due 
to  the  external  mass,  M,  we  have  ^=  ^^'^+  ^^*^ ;  therefore 

^^.N)^.  (8) 


^""n/C 


Let  5  be  a  level  sur&ce  of  the  systems  JEf,  M\  and  A  the 
Potential  on  it ;  then 

which  shows  that  if  a  layer  with  sur&ce-density  equal  to  —  at 

each  point  is  spread  over  the  surface,  and  0^  is  the  Potential  pro- 
duced by  it  at  any  internal  point,  0, 

^(0  =  J-<^^.  (10) 

Equation  (5)  gives  the  result  that,  so  £Eir  as  all  points  external 
to  the  given  level  surface  are  concerned,  the  internal  mass^  JT, 
may  be  replaced  by  the  layer  on  the  surface ;  and,  of  course,  if 
the  surface-density  of  this  layer  were  reversed  at  every  point,  we 
should  obtain  a  layer  whose  action  at  all  external  points  wotdd 
exactly  annul  that  of  the  internal  mass. 

Equation  (10)  shows  that  this  layer  destroys  the  efiect  of  the 
external  mass,  Jf,  at  all  points  inside  the  level  surface,  since 

VOL.  11.  L  1 
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— -F(0=— — _,  in  whatever  direction  x  is  measured;  and, 
ax  ax 

moreover,  if  there  are  no  external  masses,  this  layer  produces  a 

constant  Potential  inside,  and  therefore  no  force  at  any  internal 

point ;  for  in  case  Ji^^  =  0,  therefore  (p^^  A, 

The  quantity  of  this  superficial  layer  is  equal  to  that  of  the 
internal  mass,  since  (Art.  324)  /NdS  =  A-nM\  for  repulsive 
forces,  and  f  NdS  =  —4  ttjJ/'  for  attractive  forces. 

Thus,  for  example,  consider  the  case  of  a  thin  uniform  bar 
(p.  296).     The  level  surfaces  are  a  system  of  confocal  ellipsoids 

of  revolution,  and  N  = —  sin  — »  where  ^  =  APB^  and  y 

the  perpendiculai*  from  P  on  AB ;  and  the  bar  may  be  spread 

over  any  one  of  them  with  surface-density  =  ^ —  81^"5"j  ^*^ 

the  result  that  at  all  points  outside  this  surface  the  attraction  of 
the  layer  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  bar,  while  it  produces  con- 
stant Potential  throughout  the  interior.  When,  as  in  this 
instance,  there  is  no  external  mass,  the  layer  on  the  surface 
follows  exactly  the  law  of  an  idiostatic  distribution  of  electricity 
on  the  surface.  Hence,  as  the  equipotential  surface  of  the  bar  is 
an  ellipsoid,  and  as  we  know  (Art.  410)  that  in  an  idiostatic 
layer  the  surface-density  at  any  point  is  directly  proportional  to 
the  central  perpendicular  on  the  tangent  plane  at  the  point,  it 
follows  from  the  uniqueness  of  the  law  of  idiostatic  distribution 

Art.  409)  that^ —  sin  ^  must  be  proportional  to  this  perpen- 

t*Tiy        2 

dicular.  The  truth  of  this  is  easily  verified,  and  we  find  this 
expression  equal  to  ycko 

where  p  is  the  central  perpendicular,  a  and  h  are  the  semi-axes  of 
the  ellipse,  and  c  =  ^d^  —  h^. 

413.]  Application  to  Conductors.  The  results  in  the  last 
Article  have  a  direct  and  important  application  to  the  case  of 
conductors.  We  shall  now  speak  of  charges  of  electricity  instead 
of  *  masses.'  Take  the  case  of  a  single  hollow  conductor,  and  let 
Fig.  311,  p.  492,  represent  the  inner  and  outer  surface  charges 
on  the  conductor,  and  also  the  external  and  included  charges. 
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Then  the  surface  S  in  the  substance  of  the  conductor  is  a  level 
surface  for  these  four  electrical  distributions.  At  every  point  on 
S  we  have  iV  =  0,  so  that  no  layer  is  to  be  spread  over  S,  and 
(5)  of  last  Article  shows  that  at  eveiy  point  outside  S^  the  included 
charges  together  with  the  inner  surface  charge  produce  a  con* 
stant  zero  Potential ;  or,  in  other  words,  this  system  produces 
no  force  anywhere  outside  the  conductor. 

Also  from  (10)  we  see  that  the  Potential  everywhere  inside 
due  to  the  external  charges  together  with  the  outer  surface 
charge  is  constant  and  equal  to  that  on  the  conductor;  con- 
sequently this  system  produces  no  force  anywhere  inside. 

In  other  words,  the  internal  charges  together  with  the  inner 
surface  charge  on  the  conductor  form  a  self-equilibrating  system 
producing  no  external  effect  whatever ;  and  the  external  charges 
together  with  the  outer  sur&ce  charge  form  a  self-equilibrating 
system  producing  no  internal  farce,  the  only  internal  effect 
which  they  produce  being  to  establish  a  uniform  Potential 
throughout  the  whole  interior,  equal  to  that  of  the  conductor — 
so  that  if  the  conductor  were  kept  constantly  at  zero  Potential 
(by  an  earth  connection)  this  electrical  system,  however  it  were 
varied,  would  produce  no  internal  effect  whatever  (either  of  force 
or  of  Potential).  Thus  we  have  proved  the  results  referred  to 
in  Art.  410. 

A  conductor  is  thus  shown  to  act  as  an  electrical  screen  for 
.  everything  inside  it  from  the  action  of  external  charges ;  and 
this  is  why  delicate  instruments,  such  as  electrometers,  are,  in 
accurate  experiments,  surrounded  by  cages  of  wire-gauze,  which 
are  practically  closed  surfaces.  These  cages  are  usually  connected 
with  earth  in  order  to  prevent  external  electrifications,  whether 
permanent  or  transitory  (such  as  are  due  to  accidental  rubbings 
of  insulators  or  other  bodies),  from  even  uniformly  altering  the 
Potential  of  the  protected  instruments'*^. 

414].  Theory  of  Electric  Images.  Given  an  insulated  con-- 
ductor  and  an  external  electrified  system,  to  determine  the  surface^ 
density  of  the  induced  charge  at  any  point  of  the  conductor. 


*  From  the  preceding  theory  it  will  be  seen  that  for  the  complete  protection  of 
roch  instruments  from  external  influence  it  is  necessary  that  a  conducting  surface 
should  immediately  separate  them  from  the  external  bodies  which  are,  or  may  be 
accidentally,  electrified.  Hence  it  is  a  mistake  to  surround  them,  as  is  often  done, 
by  glass^  which  is  a  non-conductor. 

l1  1^ 
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Let  if  (Mg.  315),  represent  the  given  electrified  system, 
and  then  let  the  closed  surface  represented  be  that  of  the  in- 
golated  conductor.  Denote  it  by  S.  Now  if  the  charge  on  JEf  is 
E,  the  total  charge  on  M  and  Sia  E;  and,  with  the  positions  of 
M  and  S  fixed,  there  is  only  one  way  in  which  this  charge  can  be 
distributed  (A.rt.  409) ;  so  that  it  will  suffice  to  find  any  manner 
in  which  the  charge  E  can  be  distributed  so  as  to  be  in  equi- 
librium. 

But  one  method  is  the  following:   determine  any  internal 

electrified  system,  M\  which  with  M  would  make  S  a  level 

surface,  with  any  constant  Potential,  A,  suppose ;  then  spread  the 

charge,  E^,  of  the  system,  iT,  over  the  sur&ce  according  to  the 

N 
law  o-  =  —  >  where  N  is  the  electromotive  intensity  due  to  E 

and  E^  at  any  point  of  S.  This  surface  charge  together  with  E 
will  produce  the  constant  Potential  A  on  S  and  throughout  its 
interior,  since  their  joint  Potential  inside  is  ^^^^+<^p  and,  as 
before  proved, 

and  the  amount  of  this  surface  charge  is  jS^ 

Hence  this  surface  charge  together  with  E  would  not  produce 
force  causing  ^ny  further  charge  given  to  5  to  move  along  8^  so 
that  if  this  further  charge  was  idiostatic,  it  would  still  be  in 
equilibrium.  Let,  then,  this  further  charge  be  equal  to  — -E",  so 
that  the  total  charge  on  5  =  0,  and  we  shall  have  succeeded  in* 
distributing  the  total  amount  E  as  required. 

This  solution  of  the  problem  requires,  therefore,  two  distinct 
things — 

1.  The  determination  of  the  auxiliary  system  E^\ 

2.  The  determination  of  the   manner  of  distributing  an 
idiostatic  charge  on  the  conductor. 

Each  of  these  subsidiary  problems  is,  in  general,  one  of  great 
difficulty,  and  they  have  been  solved  in  only  some  simple  cases. 

The  system  M  is  called  the  electrical  image  of  if  in  the  given 
surface  S^  and  this  method  of  imager  is  due  to  Sir  W.  Thomson. 
Usually  W  is  determined  so  that  8  shall  be  a  surface  of  zero 
potential. 

If  C  is  the  capacity  of  8  for  an  idiostatic  charge,  the  Potential 

of  the  conductor  will  be  finally  -pp  1  or  -4  +  -r^,  according  as  the 
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image  system,  M\  is  determined  so  that  S'  is  a  snrface  of  Poten- 
tial zero  or  of  Potential  A, 

The  image  of  a  given  electrical  system  external  to  a  conductor 
may  be  briefly  defined  as  an  internal  system,  such  that  for  the  two 
systems  together  the  conductor  is  a  surface  of  constant  Potential. 

For  clearness,  we  give  formally  a  statement  of  the  method  of 
images,  showing  the  precise  mode  and  order  of  thought  in  the 
process. 

Given  a  closed  conductor  in  presence  of  any  electrical  system, 
M,  either  inside  or  outside  it ;  to  determine  the  law  of  distri- 
bution of  the  induced  charge.  Regard,  at  first,  the  surface,  8y  of 
the  conductor  as  a  mere  geometrical  surfiEu^ — not  a  metallic  one ; 
find  any  electrical  system,  M\  at  the  side  opposite  to  that  at 
which  M  is  placed,  in  such  a  way  that  8  would  be  an  equi- 
potential  surface  for  M  and  M'  together;  calculate  iV,  the 
normal  electromotive  intensity  at  any  point  on  the  surface  (due 
to  if  and  M^) ;  finally,  dispense  with  the  system  M\  make  8  a 
metal  surface^  and  cover  it  with  a  charge  having  at  each  point 

N 
the  surface-density  —  • 

An  idiostatic  charge  may  have  to  be  superposed  on  this  to 
satisfy  any  condition  as  to  the  total  charge  or  the  Potential 
which  the  conductor  may  have  had  assigned  to  it  originally. 

415.]  Combination  with  Inversion.  If  in  any  case  we  have 
deduced  a  law  of  distribution  of  charge  on  any  sur&ce  or  surfaces 
by  the  method  of  images^  we  can  immediately  deduce  from  this 
another  possible  distribution  by  the  method  of  inversion  (see 
Art.  334). 

Assuming  the  thin  shells  treated  of  in  Art.  334  to  become 
surface  electrifications,  the  products  pr  and  //  become  the  given 
and  the  derived  surface-densities,  (r  and  ^ ;  and  therefore 

It  is  necessary  to  point  out,  however,  that  in  applying  the 
method  of  inversion  to  an  electrified  conductor  there  is  introduced, 
by  the  peculiar  nature  of  a  conductor,  a  condition  of  which  the 
general  theory  of  inversion  for  fixed  masses  takes  no  cognisance — 
the  condition,  namely,  that  not  only  is  the  given  surface  M 
(Kg.  283),  p.  31 1)  one  of  constant  Potential  (being  a  conductor), 
but  the  derived  sur&ce,  3/',  if  it  is  to  be  the  sur&ce  of  a  conductor, 
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must  also  be  one  of  constant  Potential.  Now  in  the  general 
theory  the  inverse  of  a  surface  of  constant  Potential  in  the  old 
distribution  will  not  be  a  surface  of  constant  Potential  in  the 
new  distribution  ;  for  if  the  point  -4  (p.  311)  is  any  point  on  M, 
the  value  of  B  will  vary  (unless  If  is  a  sphere  and  0  its  centre), 
so  that  if  V  is  constant,  P  will  not  be  constant.  However,  if 
the  old  distribution  is  such  as  to  make  M  a  surface  of  zero 
Potential,  the  inverse  surface  will  be  equipotential,  also  with  zero 
Potentisil.  Hence  a  conductor  at  zero  Potential,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  any  distribution,  will  always  invert  into  a  conductor 
at  zero  Potential,  under  the  influence  of  the  inverse  distribution. 
If  JW  is  a  conductor  at  any  Potential,  c,  the  inverse,  M\  will 

.       .      kc 
be  a  surface,  the  Potential  at  any  point,  Q',  of  which  is  jr^  > 

which  is  the  Potential  at  Q^  due  to  a  charge  kc  placed  at  0,  the 

origin  of  inversion.     Hence,  if  we  place  a  charge  —kc  at  0,  in 

addition  to  the  inverse  of  the  whole  original  field,  the  inverse  of 

the  given  conductor  becomes  a  conductor  at  Potential  zero. 

Sometimes  it  is  desirable  to  choose  the  origin  of  inversion  at 

the  position  of  an  electrified  point,  at  which  there  is  a  finite 

charge  e.     The  inverse  point,  at  which  there  is  a  new  charge  in 

the  new  system,  is  then  at  infinity,  and  the  new  charge,  e\  is  of 

k 
infinite  amount,  because  ^=  -  e  where  r  =  0.     But  it  is  easy  to 

T 

show  that  this  infinite  and  infinitely  distant  charge  produces  a 
fnite  Potential  of  constant  value  at  all  points  in  the  new  dis- 
tribution.     For  in  Fig.  283,  p.  311,  let  there  be  in  the  old 
distribution  a  charge  ^  at  a  point  B  indefinitely  close  to  0; 

k 
then  /=  YYft  ^>  ^^^  ^^^  Potential  of  /  at  0  is 

el^  k  e 

OF'   ''''obToW''''  ^"^  V 

which  is  finite,  and  is  the  Potential  produced  by  e*  at  all  points 

(not  infinitely  distant)  in  the  new  distribution,  since  it  evidently 

produces  the  same  Potential  at  all  such  points  as  at  0.     Hence, 

if  the  original  conductor,  M,  was  at  zero  Potential,  and  we  invert 

from  any  point  at  which  there  is  a  finite  charge,  the  Potential  of 

the  new  conductor  due  to  everything  in  the  new  distribution, 

e 
omitting  the  infinitely  distant  charge,  is  —  7  • 
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Examples  of  Images  and  Ikvebsion. 

1.  A  given  charge  is  condensed  at  a  point  outside  an  insulated 
uncharged  spherical  conductor ;  find  the  surface-density  at  any  point 
of  the  conductor  and  its  Potential. 

Let  P  (Fig.  277,  p.  257)  be  the  position  of  the  given  charge  e\ 

then  the  sphere  can  be  made  a  surface  of  zero  Potential  for  e  and 

for  a  charge   — /  placed  at  the  inverse  point,  P',  if  the  diststnces, 

r,  r',  of  auy  point  on  the  sphere  from  P  and  P'  are  connected  by  the 

equation  , 

^      ^       ^ 

which  gives  ^^3'^ 

dV 
To  find  iV,  or  — -r->  at  Q,  we  may  either  take  the  value  of  V  at 

any  point,  due  to  («,  —  ^O*  ^^ 

and  differentiate  it ;  or  imagine  a  +  unit  at  Q  and  find  the  resultant 

of  a  force  -j  acting  on  it  from  P  to  Q  and  a  force  -7=  from  Q  to  P\ 

^  (2)8— a')  «  ^ 

Thus  N  =— ^ '    (measured  outwards);  therefore  the  surfiswe- 

density  of  the  first  charge  (that  which  would  be  induced  on  the 
conductor   if,  in   presence  of  6,  it  were  connected  with   earth)   is 

—  ^i -i- .    On  this  we  have  to  superpose  an  idiostatic  charge  of 

amount  ^]  and  this  is,  of  course,  a  uniformly  distributed  layer,  with 
surface-density j.  •     Hence,  finally, 

where  F  is  the  Potential  of  the  conductor. 

The  Potential  at  any  point  in  space  outside  the  conductor  is 
that  due  to  a  charge  e  at  P,  a  charge  — e^  at  P\  and  the  idiostatic 

charge  on  the  conductor.     It  is  therefore IJ'^'J'^  where  r,  r\  »*" 

are  the  distances  of  the  point  considered  from  P,  P\  and  0. 

The  case  of  the  spherical  shell  discussed  in  example  8,  p.  301  is 
therefore  that  of  a  spherical  conductor  connected  with  earth  and 
influenced  by  a  charge  fixed  at  an  external  point  P. 
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If  the  influencing  charge  is  internal,  at  P',  the  problem  is  solved 
in  exactly  the  same  way ;  the  image  is  a  charge  — /,  or  jp  e,  at  F, 

2.  Find  the  distribution  induced  on  an  infinite  plane  conducting 
surface  by  a  charge  condensed  at  a  given  point. 

The  plane  may  be  regarded  as  a  closed  surfieM^e — closed  by  a  portion 
of  surface  at  infinity. 

Let  P  be  the  inducing  point.  Then  for  zero  Potential  on  the 
plane  the  image  of  P  is  a  point  equidistant  from  the  plane  on  the 
opposite  side,  and  on  the  perpendicular  from  P ;  also  the  charge  at 
P   must  =  — «,  if  e  is  that  at  P, 

Since  the  capacity  of  an  infinite  plane  is  infinitely  great,  the  surface- 
density  of  the  idiostatic  charge  is  infinitely  small  at  each  point,  so 
that  the  distribution  is  simply  that  of  a  negative  charge  (if  0  is  + ) 
on  the  face  next  P  with  surface-density 

p.e 


2wr»' 

where  p  is  the  perpendicular  from  P  on  the  plane. 

It  is  easy  to  verify  that  the  total  amount  of  this  charge  is  —  e. 

This  problem  can  be  at  once  deduced  from  Example  1  by  inversion. 

The  inverse  of  a  sphere  from  any  point  on  it  is  a  plane.  Take  then 
the  sphere  in  last  example  at  zero  Potential ;  in  other  words,  take  a 

char£C6  6  at  P,  and  a  layer  with  surface-density  =  — : r  .  e  on  the 

sphere,  and  invert  the  whole  from  the  extremity  A  of  the  diameter 

k 
through  P.     The  charge  to  be  placed  at  the  inverse  of  P  is  -j^ .  e 

(from  the  equation  -7 —  =  - ,  Art.   334),  and  the  surface-density  at 

any  point  on  the  plane  is  inversely  as  the  cube  of  its  distance  from 
this  inverse  point. 

3.  Two  infinite  plane  conducting  surfaces  terminate  in  a  common 
edge  and  intersect  at  right  angles  ;  an  electrified  point  is  placed  any- 
where between  them ;  find  the  induced  surface-density  at  any  point 
on  either  plane. 

Eegard  the  planes  as  mere  geometrical  surfaces. 

Through  the  inducing  point,  P,  draw  a  plane  at  right  angles  to 
both  planes  cutting  them  in  two  lines  Ox,  Oy,  the  point  0  being  on 
the  edge  of  intersection  of  the  two  given  planes.  To  determine  the 
image-system  draw  a  perpendicular  from  P  on  Ox  and  take  the  point 
A  on  this  perpendicular  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  plane  Ox  at  a 
distance  equal  to  that  of  P  from  Ox, 

Then  if  e  is  the  charge  at  P,  a  chai-ge  —  e  at  ii  combined  with  e 
at  P  would  make  the  plane  Ox  a  surface  of  zero  Potential ;  but  these 
charges  would  not  make  Oy  a  surface  of  zero  Potential.  Take  the 
image,  ^,  of  P  in  Oy,  and  also  the  image,  C,  of  B  in  Ox,  The  point 
C  is  also  the  image  of  A  in  Oy. 
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Then,  if  at  A,  B,  C  we  place  charges  — «,  —  e,  «,  these  together 
with  e  at  P  will  make  both  planes  surfaces  of  zero  Potential,  since  the 
Potential  at  any  point  whatever,  Q,  due  to  this  system  would  be 

«      «       «       _6_  .  . 

T      T       T  T 

where  r,  /,  /',  /'"  are  the  distances  of  Q  from  P,  A^  -ff,  C, 

The  two  given  planes  may  be  regarded  as  a  surface  closed  by  a 

surface  at  infinity;  F  is  inside  this  surface,  and  the  image-system 

outside  it. 

Then  if  a  and  ^  are  the  perpendiculars  from  F  on  Ox  and  Oy, 

respectively,  we  have  for  any  point,  Q^  on  Ox 

and  for  any  point,  Q^  on  Oy 

Now  regard  the  planes  as  metallic,  dispense  with  the  image-charges 
&i  A,  B,  C,  and  we  shall  have  an  induced  charge  with  surface-density 

—  at  each  point. 
a 

From  this  we  can  derive  a  new  distribution  by  inversion  from  any 

point.     Suppose  that  we  invert  the  whole  system  from  F,     Then  the 

inverse  of  the  plane  Ox  is  a  sphere  whose  centre,  a,  is  on  FA,  this 

centre  being  the  inverse  of  A  ;  the  inverse  of  the  plane  Oy  is  a  sphere 

whose  centre,  6,  is  the  inverse  of  B ;  the  inverse  of  C  is  the  point,  c, 

in  which  the  line  ab  cuts  FC,  these  lines  being  perpendicular  to  each 

other;   the  two  spheres  intersect  at  right  angles,  and  FC  passes 

through  their  intersection.     If  their  radii  are  a  and  (, 

and  if  «],  e,,  6,  are  the  charges  to  be  placed  at  a,  h,  e,  respectively, 

_     a  _      6  _        ^ 

Again,  if  Q  is  any  point  on  Ox,  and  q  the  corresponding  point  on 
the  sphere  (a),  the  suiface-density,  </,  at  q  is,  from  (1),  equal  to 

a«._l 1_     k» 


2'ir^F^     CQ"  F^' 
which,  when  expressed  entirely  in  terms  of  the  new  distribution,  is 

—  g(l  ""~r)'  ^^*  ^»  ^  ^'^  obviously  inverse  points  with  re- 
spect to  the  sphere  (a),  and  a,  c  are  inverse  with  respect  to  {h\  so 
that  cq  =  ,  hq,  and  we  have 
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for  the  density  at  any  point,  7,  on  the  sphere  (a),  where  r,  denotes 
the  distance  of  this  point  from  6,  the  centre  of  the  other  sphere. 

A  similar  expression  gives  the  density  at  any  point  on  the  other 
sphere. 

We  may,  of  course,  reverse  all  signs  in  the  new  distribation,  and 
take  e^  and  e^  plus  while  e  is  minus. 

It  is  merely  for  the  purpose  of  exemplifying  the  process  of  inversion 
that  we  have  thus  solved  this  case  of  two  orthogonal  spheres.  Ob- 
viously the  problem  <;ould  have  been  solved  much  more  simply  as 
a  case  of  Example  1.  For,  since  h  and  c  are  inverse  points  with 
respect  to  the  sphere  (a),  proper  charges  placed  at  them,  together  with 
any  charge  whatever  at  a,  the  centre  of  this  sphere,  will  make  the 
surface  equipotential.  Similarly,  proper  charges  at  a  and  c,  with  any 
charge  at  6,  will  make  the  other  surface  equipotential.  Thus,  let 
these  unknown  charges  he  x,  y,  z  at  a,  h,  c,  respectively ;  let  c  denote 

b  Of 

the  distance  ab.    Then  (Ex.  1)  «  = a,  and  also  «  = y,  therefore 

a.h  ^  ^  ,    X 

x:y:z=^  a:h: '—:  and  the  Potential  of  both  spheres  is  - ,  as  we 

^  c  ^  a 

see  by  calculating  it  for  the  point  P, 

Dispensing  with  the  image-system,  at  a,  b,  c,  make  the  surfaces 

metallic,  all  at  the  Potential  7  (due  to  the  infinitely  distant  charge) ; 

then  the  charge,  with  its  law  of  distribution,  which  must  be  applied 
in  order  to  produce  this  Potential,  is  that  which  we  have  just 
determined. 

The  total  of  the   internal   charges  =— (a  +  6 .  )  y  ,  and 

they  produce  a  Potential  —  7-  on  the  compound  surface,  so  that  the 

r  ah 

capacity  of  such  a  conductor  is  a  +  ^ ,  • 

V  a'  +  6* 

For  an  exhaustive  treatment  of  this  problem  see  Clerk  Maxwell's 
Electricity  and  Magnetism,  Art.  168. 

4.  In  the  space  between  two  uncharged  insulated  and  concentric 
splieres,  A  and  B^  is  placed  a  charge  0  at  a  point  P ;  determine  the 
surface-density  at  every  point. 

Let  d  be  the  distance  between  P  and  the  common  centre,  0; 

let  a  and  h  be  the  radii  of  the  spheres;   draw  the  line  OP  and 

produce  it  indefinitely.     The  spheres  may  be  regarded  as  forming 

a  closed  surface  in  the   space  enclosed  by  which  the  charge  e  is 

placed;    and  this  double  surface,  A,  B,  can  be  made  one   of  zero 

Potential  by  placing  proper  charges  at  a  succession  of  inverse  points 

derived  from  P,    Thus,  take  the  inverse,  a,,  of  P  with  respect  to  A. 

Then  the  charge  c  at  P  together  with  a  numerically  greater  charge, 

a 
— ^  e,  at  Oj  would  make  A  a  surface  of  zero  Potential,  but  not  B. 

However,  if  we  take  the  inverse,  a,,  of  C4  with  respect  to  B,  and  place  at 
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Oj  a  charge  equal  to  —  — —  x  charge  at  04 ,  this,  together  with  the  charge 

at  Oj,  would  make  B  a  surface  of  zero  Potential.     Take,  again,  the 
inverse,  O3,  of  Oj  with  respect  to  A ;  and  so  on. 


IL 


^ 


^» 


Fig.  316. 

Again,  start  with  ySj,  the  inverse  of  F  with  respect  to  B,  and  take 
P2  f  the  inverse  of  fi^  with  respect  to  A ;  and  so  on,  ad  infin. 

For  clearness  of  figure  we  have  di-awn  the  a  images  slightly 
above  the  line  OF,  and  the  )3  images  slightly  below  it. 

We  shall  form  a  table  of  the  distances  of  the  images  and  the 
charges  to  be  placed  at  them ;  thus : 


Points 

Distances 

Charges 

Points 

Distonoes 

Charges 

F 

d 

e 

«i 

a" 
d 

a 

-r 

A 

d 

b 

-r 

«2 

b 
-e 

a 

^ 

a 

V 

a* 

a* 

y^ 

b* 

b* 

«8 

b'd 

bd' 

A 

aU 

ad 

04 

b' 

A 

^-d 
b* 

a* 

The  law  of  continuation  ad  infin,  is  obvious. 

To  get  the  surface-density  at  any  point,  Q,  on  -4,  group  the  points 
in  pairs  thus : 

(^»  Oi)*  K>  Os).  K»  ^s)  •••  («2n>  Osn+i)*--  ;      (Aj  A),  (A»  A)»  -  • 

If  r  is   the  distance    QP,  the   first  pair   give  a  surface-density 
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€.-  =  cLarsrt  »t  eu«.  lud  j^  =  dJaeKwy  cf 


mjffeM-^ksustT  »t  ^  due  u>  the  cka»1  ]air  cf  s 

Bat  </,.=  (-)     .</,  Mid  €„=(-).€:  tiwAi 
^rifdng  firmi  tbe  whole  Bd  of  a  poiinf  b 

i^^r — ?;: — ^i> ' 

n  receiring  all  ioteger  ralnes  from  0  to  «. 

Similarl J,  tb«  BorfaoeHieiiiitT  at  Q  axiaiig  firaoi  Ae  ^ 
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Tli«  total  charge  on  the  sphere  ^  is  equal  to  the  mi  of  tibe  chwfn 

at  a^f  a^f...f  fi^f  fig,...,  which  ia 

a-d  b 

ntu\  of  c/;ijrMC  — «  =  charge  on  il  +  charge  on  B. 

If  0  IN  at  iiifjiiity,  the  spheres  become  two  infinite  parallel  planes 
with  a  charge  lx;twecn  them  at  P ;  and  if  p  and  f  are  the  peq>en- 

fliciiliirN  from  P  on  ii  and  B,  the  charge  on  the  plate  ^  is  —  ^«,  and 

that  on  yf  is  —  .  «,  where  h  is  the  distance  between  ibe  plates. 

A.  rind  iho  law  of  distribution  of  an  idioetatic  charge  on  a  con- 
ductor gimerated  by  the  revolution  of  the  limapon 

r  =  m  +  ncosO 

libout  ItN  itxin,  n  Iwiing  <m. 

Invnrt  ihi)  diHtributiou  on  a  prolate  ellipsoid  of  revolntioii  (p.  514) 
IVoin  ono  of  its  foci. 


NOTES. 
A. 

The  Equation  of  Capillabity. 

M.  Resal  {Physique  MathenuUiqiLe,  p.  22)  gives  a  very  simple  proof 
of  the  fundamental  equation  (p.  1 80)  for  the  sur£EU!e  of  separation  of 
two  fluids,  on  the  supposition  that  the  density  of  each  is  constant  in 
all  layers  adjacent  to  this  surface — a  supposition  which  is  rejected 
by  M.  Mathieu. 

Let  AB  (Fig.  259,  p.  134)  be  the  surface  of  separation  of  two 
fluids  Ff  I^,  the  former  being  at  the  upper  and  the  latter  at  the  lower 
side  of  ^^  in  the  figure.  Draw  the  ttmgent  plane,  Am,  at  the  position 
of  any  particle,  A,  of  the  surface,  and  consider  separately  the  action 
of  the  memseus  of  fluid  contained  between  AB  and  this  plane. 

Imagine  the  upper  fluid,  F,  to  he  prolonged  down  to  the  tangent 
plane,  and  then  subtract  the  efiect  of  the  meniscus,  reganled  as  con- 
sisting of  fluid  F,  Denote  the  meniscus  of  fluid  F  by  (/a).  Similarly, 
the  action  of  F^  on  the  particle  at  A  may  be  considered  to  be  due 
conjointly  to  that  portion  of  F^  which  lies  below  the  tangent  plane 
and  to  the  meniscus  {^jf)  of  fluid  F^.  Now,  obviously,  the  forces  exerted 
at  A  by  the  fluids  F  and  F^,  supposed  terminated  by  the  tangent  plane, 
are  normal  to  the  plane.  Also  the  resultant  force  exerted  at  A  by 
the  external  forces  (if  any)  and  the  fluids  F,  F^  ab  they  actually  exist 
is  normal.  Hence  the  resultant  force  due  to  the  external  forces,  the 
positive  meniscus  (j/),  and  the  negative  meniscus  (fi)  must  be  normal ; 
i.e.  the  Potential  due  to  these  must  be  constant  at  all  points  A  on  the 
surface. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  capillary  forces  are  exerted  only  between 
molecules  whose  distance  is  less  than  an  extremely  small  length,  c, 
called  the  '  radius  of  spherical  activity.'  In  the  figure  let  Am  he  <  c, 
and  let  a  small  element,  dS,  of  area  at  m  on  the  tangent  plane  be 
drawn  by  taking  two  planes  through  the  normal  An  including  an 
indefinitely  small  angle,  dd,  then,  describing  a  cylinder  round  iln  with 
radius  Am  =  ry  and  a  concentric  cylinder  with  radius  r-^-dr.  Thus 
the  element  dS  =  rdrdd,  and  the  little  prism  standing  on  dS  and 
included  between  the  surfeice  AB  and  the  tangent  plane,  has  for 
volume  Bm  x  rdrdd. 

If  i^  is  the  radius  of  curvature  of  the  section  of  the  surface  AB 
made  by  the  normal  plane  drawn  through  An,  we  have 

2E.Bmz=:Am\ 

r* 
Jifn  ss     '  ■  • 
2K 


526  NOTES. 

Now  all  the  particles  in  the  prism  Bm  may  be  considered  as  distant 
by  r  from  A,  Let  (f>(r)  express  the  Potential  at  A  due  to  unit  mass 
at  m,  the  form  of  (f>  beiug  quite  unknown.  Then  the  Potential  pro- 
duced at  A  by  the  prism  Bm  is 

^.r><i>{r)d^-  (1) 

Integrating  this  from  r  =  0  to  r  =  e,  and  keeping  0  constant,  we 
obtain  the  Potential  due  to  all  those  particles  of  the  meniscus  which 
are  included  between   the  two  close  normal  planes  defined  by  the 

azimuth  6,     Now  /   7^<l>{y)d/r  is  a  constant  depending  solely  on  the 

nature  of  the  fluid  F^  and  not  on  the  position  of  A, 

Denote  this  constant  by  C,  Then  the  Potential  at  A  due  to  the 
whole  meniscus  (fx)  is 


2  Jo     R 


(2) 


But  if  R^  and  R^  are  the  principal  radii  of  curvature  of  the  sur&ce 
at  Ay  and  6  is  measured  from  one  principal  section, 

1        cos'd     sin'^ 

and  the  Potential  (2)  is  obviously  iwC'(^  +  -^)« 

The  meniscus  (fx^)  gives  a  similar  term,  so  that  if  F  is  the  Potential 
of  the  external  forces  at  A^  the  equation  of  equilibrium  is 

^7r(C-(7)(-^+-i-)  +  F=  constant.  (4) 

This  equation  is  deduced  without  assuming  unchanged  density  near 
the  surface  by  M.  Mathieu  {Theorie  de  la  CapiUarUe,  Chap.  I)  by 
means  of  the  Principle  of  Virtual  Work. 

See  also  M.  Mathieu's  treatise  (p.  65)  for  the  proof  of  the  funda- 
mental theorem  that  the  three  surface-tensions  at  any  point  of  meet- 
ing of  the  surfaces  of  three  contiguous  fluids  satisfy  the  conditions  of 
equilibrium  of  three  forces — a  very  simple  result,  almost  invariably 
assumed  as  obvious,  or  based  on  some  such  *  proof  as  this:  since 
there  is  equilibrium,  the  three  tensions  must  be  proportional  each  to 
the  sine  of  the  angle  between  the  other  two. 

Now,  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  one  particle  which  is  acted  upon  by 
these  three  tensions,  this  *  proof '  has  no  relevancy  whatever  ;  and  the 
theorem  is,  as  M.  Mathieu  justly  says,  *  admis  sans  raisons  suffisantes 
dans  les  Ouvrages  de  Physique.'  His  own  demonstration  proceeds 
by  the  Principle  of  Virtual  Work. 


NOTKS.  527 


B. 

Potential  of  a  Homogeneous  Ellipsoid. 

The  following  investigation  of  the  Potential  produced  at  an  external 
point,  P,  by  a  homogeneous  solid  ellipsoid  has  been  given  by  Colonel 
A.  R.  Clarke  (see  the  Phil,  Mag.,  December,  1877). 

Take  the  principal  axes  of  the  ellipsoid  as  axes  of  co-oi*dinates ; 
let  Xy  y,  z  he  the  co-ordinates  of  F;  let  Q  be  any  point  inside  the 
mass  at  which  an  element  dm  is  taken ;  let  a/,  y^,  s^  be  the  co-or- 
dinates 0^  Q;  0  the  centre  of  the  ellipsoid,  OP  =  R,  OQ  =  r,  and 
yjf  =  cos  POQ,     Then,  p  being  the  mass  per  unit  volume  of  the  body, 

7  =  yp  f ^ (1) 

where  i^,  ij,...  are  the  Legendrian  coefficients,  as  in  (y),  p.  349,  or 
at  p.  358,  with  ^  written  instead  of  /x. 

But  since  7^,  ij,  ij,...  are  each  of  the  form  ^/(^'),  the  terms  in 
them  vanish  because  of  the  complete  symmetry  of  the  figure,  so  that 

Now  ^  = ^ = ^ =  — ,  suppose,  I,  w,  n 

being  the  direction-cosines  of  OP.  Hence  from  the  values  of  the 
Lcgendrians,  p.  358,  we  have 

P,r*  =  *(3A«-r2);  P,r^  =  1(35 A*-30r*A»  +  3r^); 

iJr^  =  ^V(231  A«-315r2A*+105r*A'-5r"). 

The  results  of  performing  the  integrations  in  (3)  as  far  as  ft^i^dm 
are  very  remarkable. 

Thus,  it  will  be  found  that  if  a,  5,  c  are  the  semi-axes  and  12  the 
whole  volume  of  the  ellipsoid,  and  if  we  put 

6«-c»  =  d^ ;  c^^a^  =  d^\  a^-'h^  =  d^, 

and  also  denote  by  L,^  the  value  of  the  Legendrian  P^  when  I  is  put 
for  fi ;  by  i/,  the  value  of  ij  when  m  is  put  for  \k  ;  and  by  N^  the 
value  of  ij  when  n  is  put  for  fx ;  with  similar  meanings  of  Z^,  i/^,  N^ 
with  reference  to  P^ ,  &c.,  we  shall  have 
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P,r*dm=  -  i^  {L,d*d*+M^ d*d*+&\  d*d*  , 

P,f*dm=  g  {L,d*d*W-d*)  +  M,d*d,*{d*-d*) 

+  N,  d*d*{d*-d,')  +  Kd*d*d*}, 

where  in  the  last  K=:  ^  (P-m«)(m«-n*)(n«-P). 

In  these  expressions  for  the  terms  in  (3)  the  sequence  is,  as  Colonel 
Clarke  observes,  remarkable,  '  and  suggests  the  idea  that  possibly  an 
expression  might  be  obtained  for  the  general  term.* 
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Abscum  and  ordimite  of  curve  in  termp 

of  arc,  334. 
Acctmmlatar    CondfinBer'^,  502,  fio. 
Adiabatic  traiiBfamiatian  of  a  gt»,  116. 
Anrle,  Crmical,  237,  246,  250,  286. 
Astatic  equilibriimi.  6f . 
Attraction.  ^Newtonian  law  of.  235. 

abrupt  chau^  of  tihrougii  ebell.  362. 

^neral  compazieiite  of^  265. 
Axis  of  a  Couple,  4. 

Bar.  unifonn.  attractioD  of,  252. 

potential  of,  295,  ^04. 

^ongaticni  of  Ivy  rto  weigiit*  440. 
Bending  moment  of  a  beam,  443. 

CapadtT  of  a  Conductor.  49B. 

an  c^pfioidal  conductor,  504. 

a  cylindrical,  505. 
CapHlaritT,  equaticm  of,  I  So,  525. 
Camot't  Engine,  principle  of,  1 1 9. 
Catenary,  property  of,  1 34. 
Catencnd,  equilibrium  of,  1S2,  187. 
Centre  of  gravity  at  maximum  or  miiu- 

mum  Ikea^it,  1 27* 
Centrea,  plane  oi^  in  Astalac  equilibrium, 

re- 
circulation, 402. 

Qapeyron'i  tbec^cm,  43S. 

examples  of,  440. 

Clarke,  Colonel,  on  Potential  of  EQip- 

Boid,  527, 

Clebacb  on  Stren  in  tenni  of  Strain, 

435- 
Complex,  Screw,  determination  oi,  36. 

Concentration  of  Potential,  335. 

Conservative  System,  1 21. 
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CantinuouE  syBtem,  equatians  of  condi- 
tion id,  151. 
Contzactian,  lateral  in  atrain  of  bar. 

430- 
Co-ordinstea,  ipiherical  and  cylindrical. 

281. 
C'Oulamb''B  law  of  ton&on  for  cylinder. 

442- 
CoupleB,  tranafonnatian  of,  3. 

virtual  work  of,  6. 

BtTBH,  of  bent  and  twisted  wire,  218. 
Cmat,  pbmetaiy,  altuwus  in,  461. 
Curvature,  resolution  of,  212. 
Cylinder,  drcular,  potential  and  attrac- 
tion of,  299. 

elliptic,  attraction  ci,  269,  283. 

tornan  of,  451. 

strain  and  stress  in,  479. 
Cylindroid,  definition  of,  construction 
of,  19,  20,  23. 

reciprocal  o!^  38. 

Di^jlaoonent  of  a  rigid  body,  103. 
Dilatatian,  areal,  cubical,  387. 

Eamshaw^s  theoran  for  a  particle,  31 1. 
Eartb-oonneetion,  48S. 
Elastic  wire,  164,  199. 

curves,  204. 

central  line  of  wire,  215. 

fymmetiT,  cases  of,  464,  A;c. 
Elasticity,  constants  of,  463. 
Electrified  surface,  equation  {or  V  at. 

486. 
Electivaneter,  Absolute^  50T . 
Electromotive  intensity,  4S3. 
Ellipsoids,  attraction  of,  3 t 9,  537. 
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Elongfttion,  quadric  of,  380. 

resolution  of,  406. 

of  bar  caused  by  its  weight,  440. 
Equilibrium  of  a  rigid  body,  conditions 
of,  47. 

deduced  from    equations    of   stress, 
426. 

particular  cases  of,  48. 

stability  of,  91,  123,  135. 

continuous,  128. 

of  heavy  body  on  rough  surface,  1 35 . 
Equipotential  surfaces,  275. 

of  two  attracting  particles,  294. 

when  confocal  ellipsoids,  331. 

of  two  different  distributions,  337. 
Krg.  def.  of,  116. 
-E.  S.  Unit,  482. 

Films,  minimum  property  of,  186. 

Flexible  inextensible  surface,  169. 

Flow,  lines  of,  example  of,  478. 

Flux  of  normal  force  through  a  surface, 

264. 
Force,  replaced  by  a  force  and  a  couple, 

6. 

in  terms  of  Potential,  276. 

moment  of  about  a  line,  14. 

lines  and  tubes  of,  316. 

abrupt  change  of  at  electrified  sur- 
face, 487. 

intensity,  definition  of,  263. 
Forces,  parallel,  8. 

centre  of,  9. 

general  reduction  of,  13. 

Gas,  isothermal   and   adiabatic   trans- 
formations of,  117. 

Gauss,  theorems  of,  264,  287,  306. 

Generalised  co-ordinates,  124. 

Gravitation,  constant  of,  236,  262. 
propagation  of,  468. 

Green's  etjuation,  332,  510. 

remarkable  consequence  of,  340,  495. 
function,  510. 

Greenhill,  Prof.,  on  elastic  curves,  233. 
solutions  of  Cambridge  problems,  479, 
508. 

Hooke's  law,  160. 
Hydrostatic  arch,  209. 


Idiostatic  charge  on  a  conductor,  497. 
Images,  method  of,  515. 
Induction,  488. 

coefficients  of,  509. 
Initial  position,  in  Astatic  equilibrium, 

78. 

Instantaneous  centre  and  axis,  101. 
Internal  forces  of  a  system,  113. 
Inverse  square,  law  of,  for  spherical 

shell,  260,  267. 
Inversion,  method  of,  311,  375,  517. 
Isothermal  transformation,  117. 
Isotropic  body,  430. 

Jellett  on  inextensible  surfaces,  172. 

Kinetic  analogue  of  bent  wire,  211. 

Lagrange's  method  of  Virtual  Work, 
105. 
observations  on,  162. 
Laplace's  equation,  280. 

secondary  solution  of,  307. 
Laplacians,  def.  of,  table  of,  343,  358. 
Larmor,  proof  of  Minding's  theorem, 
89. 
on  kinetic  analogue  of  strained  wire, 
232. 
Legendre,  theorem  of,  341,  359. 

coefficients  of,  349,  358. 
Level,   or  equipotential,  surfaces,  275, 

309,  337- 
Ley  den  Jar,  work  of  discharge  of,  502. 

Lines  of  force,  316. 

flow,  400,  478. 

Magnetic  solid,  astatic  equilibrium  of, 
94. 
shell,  287. 
Minding's  theorem,  83. 
Minimum  property  of  a  string,  161. 
Modulus,  Young's,  and  of  shear,  431. 
Moments,  Three,  equation  of,  447. 

Neumann's  Formula,  293. 
Newton's  law  of  attraction,  234. 
Principia,  examples  from,  271. 
Nodoid,  184. 

Osculating  plane  of  tortuous  curve,  154. 
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Parallelopiped,  equilibrium  of  in  strain, 

410,  427. 
I*itch  of  a  screw,  17. 
Planetary  crust,  stress  in,  461. 
I'late,  circular,  attraction  of,  255. 

potential  of,  362,  374. 

elliptic,  attraction  of,  272. 

rectangular,  268. 
Plateau's  films,  178. 
Plates,  two  parallel  electrified,  501. 
Plumb-line,  deviation  of  by  table-land, 

375. 
Poinsot*8  central  axis,  15. 

])roperty  of,  42. 

vector  equation  of,  68. 
Poisson^s  equation,  280. 

in  dielectric  medium,  485. 
Polygon,  of  forces,  equivalent  to  couple, 

50. 
Potential,  definition  of,  273. 

differential  equations  of,  279. 

of  magnetic  shell,  288. 

approximate  value  of  at  distant  point, 

307. 
cannot  be  maximum  or  minimum  in 

empty  space,  310. 
continuity  of,  314. 
completely  known  if  known  all  over 

closed  surface,  341. 
of  Strain  and  Stress,  401,  4?8,  438. 
Potential  Work,  1 20. 

general  properties  of,  141. 
of  strained  wii'c,  221,  226. 
of  self-attracting  system,  285,  335. 
Prism,  rectangular,  torsion  of,  453. 

Beciprocal  screws,  26. 

lines,  43. 
Eectangular  block,  uniform,  attraction 

of,  375. 
Resultant,  graphic  representation  of,  2. 

condition  for  single,  45. 
Revolution,  central  solid  of,  theorem 

on,  34  »>  359- 
Rigidities,  torsion-flexure,  of  wire,  220. 

Rod,  elastic,  199. 

Rotation,  components  of,  in  strain,  392. 

surface-integral  of  normal,  403. 


Screen,  electrical,  theory  of,  515. 
Screws,  composition  of,  18. 
Shear,  resolution  of,  407,  424. 
Shell,  spherical,  uniform,  attraction  of, 

257»  297. 

magnetic,  287. 

potential  of,  297. 

of  variable  thickness,  301. 

strain  and  stress  of,  455,  462,  479. 

ellipsoida],  319. 
Solid  of  max.  attraction,  268. 
Specific  inductive  capacity,  482,  502. 
Sphere,  homogeneous,  attraction  of,  261. 

potential  of,  299. 

stress  in,  456. 
Spherical  Harmonics,  335. 

deduction  of  from  Zonals,  349. 

fundamental  property  of,  352. 

expansion  of  function  in,  353,  355* 
Spherical  projection, method  of,  54,5^1  ^4- 
Spheroids,  potential  of,  369. 
Spiral  wire  with  given  twist,  222. 
Spring,  plane,  203. 
Stable  configurations,  general  property 

of,  142. 
Stability  of  equilibrium,  91,  123,  135. 
Static  energy,  285. 
Strain  ellipsoid,  389. 

shearing,  394. 

biaxal  reduction  of,  398. 

work  done  in,  422,  438,  479. 

dcterminateness  of,  449. 
Stress  intensity,  409. 

shearing,  plane  of  greatest,  425. 
String,  inextensible,  157,  191. 

extensible,  160,  197. 
Surface,  ficxible  inextensible,  169. 

tension  of  a  liquid,  177. 

electrified  bubble,  508. 

density,  483,  495. 

integral  of  normal  force,  264. 

Table-land,  deviation  of  plumb-line  by, 

375- 
Tait,  Prof.,  proof  of  Minding*s  theorem, 

85- 
Tetrahedron,  of  forces,  44,  47. 

equilibrium  of  in  strain,  413. 
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Thomson,    Sir    W.,  on    attraction    of 
spherical  shell,  303. 

on  stress  in  terms  of  strain,  436. 
Torsion,  of  a  circular  cylinder,  442. 

an  elliptic,  451. 

rectangular  prism,  453. 
Tortuous  curve,  154. 
Tortuosity,  measure  of,  212. 
Traction  and  Torsion,  400. 
Transformation  of  strain,  388. 

litiess,  418. 
Transverse  of  strained  wire,  214. 
Tubes  offeree,  316,  493. 
Twist,  in  theory  of  screws,  25. 

of  a  wire,  21 4. 

Unduloid,  equilibrium  of,  184. 

Variation  of  a  function,  152. 
Vector,  alteration  of  by  rotation,  66. 
Virtual  coefficient  of  screws,  26. 

work,  98. 

in  strain,  427. 


Vortex  lines,  400. 

Wire,  elastic,  164. 
twist  of,  314. 

general  equations  of  equilibrium  of, 
229. 

Work,  definition  of,  1 14. 
diagram,  116. 
Potential,  120. 
coefiBcients,  125. 

of  removing  portion  of  self-attractiu;; 

matter,  331. 
potential   of   self-attracting   8ys?teiii, 

285,  335- 
of  magnetic  shells,  292. 
done  in  strain,  422. 
Wrench,  17. 
resolution  of,  along  six  screw!«,  30. 
of  max.  pitch,  82. 

Young*s  Modulus,  431. 

Zonal  Uarmonic9,  349,  358. 
exercises  on,  363. 
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